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ERRATUM. 


ERRATUM. 

in  page  231  ofAefment  Volume^  inkatfeUfnm  Mr.  Macdanald  ii  emmeoudy 
atiriauted  to  Lord  Ehrington.    After  Admiral  Markkam  sat  cbnm. 


Mr.  Macdanald  said,  he  could  not  suffer  the  question  of  the  Irish  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  to  pass  without  giving  the  House  an  opportunitj  of  judging  of  its  fairness 
and  JifaKsrality:  he  had  been  pleased  to  ask,  whether  an  increase  to  his  own  salary  of 
2flQ0ln  per  annum,  by  a  first  lord  of  the  admiraltv,  wu  not  frim&facie  more  oqec- 
tionable  than  the  present  measure?  Now,  he  advised  the  right  hon.  gcntlenum  (if 
indeed  every  job  of  die  present  day  was  to  be  set  off  against  some  preceding  job  of  a 
former  day,  a  species  or  defence  most  unsatisfactory  to  the  country)  to  be  at  least  a 
little  better  founded  in  his  fiwts.  The  case  to  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  alluded* 
but  of  which  he  seemed  to  know  very  little,  was  simply  tnis: — abmit  the  time  of  the 
late  lord  Melville's  appointment  to  the  office  of  first  lord  of  the  admiraltjr,  this  House 
and  the  public  were  surprised  to  learn  that  a  srant  had  been  made  to  him  for  his  life 
of  2»000f.  a  year  in  the  idiape  of  addition  to  his  emolumenU  in  his  sinecure  office  of 
lord  privy  seal  of  Scotland,  it  was  defended  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  compensa- 
tion for  the  very  deficient  salary  of  hb  effective  office,  that  salary  being  at  the  time 
only  3,000^.  per  annum ;  but  the  augmentation  was  an  appendage  to  a  sinecure  for 
life,  while  the  situation  of  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  was  neld  mily  during  pleasure ; 
it  was  therefore  universally  condemned  as  a  monstrous  prooeeding.  But  it  did  ap- 
pear, that  the  salary  of  SfiQOL  per  annum  was  much  too  low  for  that  most  important 
and  most  laborious  office,  and  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  understanding,  that  it 
should  in  future  be  augmented;  not  however  by  resorting  to  such  scanddous  and 
indecorous  expedients,  but  by  an  additional  salary.  Accordinglyt  when  lord  Barham, 
who  succeedea  lord  Melville,  presided  at  the  board,  a  minute  was  framed  recommending 
the  increase  to  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  adverted,  to  all  who  should  here- 
after be  appointed  to  that  situation.  His  successor  happened  to  be  my  lord  Howick. 
Such  wiere  the  fiu:ts  of  this  case  which  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman  had  thought  fit  to  re- 
present as  an  instance  of  a  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  adding  2,000/.  to  his  own  salary, 
and  which  he  had  thought  it  discreet  to  put  into  comparison  with  the  late  indefensi- 
ble job. 

After  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  explanation, 


Mr.  Macdanald  said,  that  as  to  lord  Grey's  having  given  his  sanction  to  the  measure 
of  his  predecessor,  it  was  an  arrangement  made  in  ooofbrmity  with  the  general  under- 
standing in  that  House,  and  if  he  had  withheld  it,  be  would  have  done  an  injury  to 
the  puUic  service ;  but  what  analog  could  thb  poss3>lT  have  to  the  case  under  con- 
sideration, which  every  man,  both  m  and  out  of  the  House,  must  be  equally  unani- 
mous in  condemning? 


THE  PARLIA- 


THE 


Parliamentary  D  ebates 


During  the  Fourth  Session  of  the  Fifth  Parliament  of  the! 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ap- 
pointed to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  First  Day  of 
February  1816,  in  the  Fifty-sixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
His  Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  'Iliird.         [Sess.  1810\ 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  March  7,  181G. 

Property  tax.]   Tiie  Duke  of 

Sussex  presented  a  petition  from  Suffolk, 
compUininc  of  the  distressed  state  of  the 
agricultural  interest,  and  praying  relief.  I 
His  royal  highness  then  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  ward  of  Cnpplegate  Within 
against  the  property  or  income  tax,  which 
it  described  as  odious,  oppressive,  and  in- 
quisitorial, and  expressed  the  astonish- 
ment and  regret  or  the  petitioners  that 
ministers  should  intend  to  continue  this 
tax  in  time  of  peace,  in  the  face  of  the 
solemn  pledge  given  to  the  country,  that 
it  was  to  continue  only  during  the  war, 
and  no  longer,  especially  as  one  of  the 
ministers  themselves  had  declared  it  to 
be  a  tax  inapplicable  to  a  time  of  peace. 

Lord  Holland  presented  a  petition  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth,  against  the 
renewal  of  the  property  tax  in  time  of 
peace,  and  his  lordship  observed,  he  was 
pleased  to  see  that  the  petitioners  joined 
with  it  a  prayer  against  the  enormous  mili- 
tary establishment  with  which  it  was  now 
pf^posed  to  burthen  the  country.  The 
petition  being  read,  his  lordship  stated,  that 
respectably  and  numerously  as  the  petition 
was  signed,  it  would  have  been  much 
more  numerously  sisned  bad  it  not  been 
for  an  unfounded  icfea  that  they  would  be 
too  late  in  their  petition. 

The  Duke  of  Betfford  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  land-owners,  occupiers  of 
the  isle  of  Ely,  complaining  of  great 
agricultural  distress,  extreme  pressure  of 
taxation,  and  praying  the  property  tax 
might  not  be  renewed.  His  grace  read  a 
paper,  stating  the  o^reat  increase  of  cxecu^ 
(VOL.  XXXUL) 


tions  for  debt,  and  distresses  for  rents  ia 
the  last  year  in  one  hundred  of  tlie  isle, 
and  the  number  of  farmers  who  had  be- 
come bankrupt,  in  order  to  show  that  tha 
allegations  of  the  petition  were  striclly 
founded  in  fact. 

The  Earl  of  Egrcrrtont  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  land- owners,  occupiers, 
&c.  at  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lewes, 
against  the  renewal  of  the  property  tax, 
and  complaining  of  great  agricultural  dis- 
tress. His  lordship  stated,  that  the  peti- 
tioners had  been  returned  as  defaultenf 
into  the  exchequer  for  the  non-payment 
of  half  a  year's  property  tax,  although 
thev  obtained  no  profit  from  their  farms, 
and  were  wholly  unable  to  pay  the  tax. 
The  petition  was  read,  stating  the  inability 
of  the  petitioners  to  pay  any  taxes  or 
rates,  from  the  great  distress  of  their  si- 
tuation. 

Earl  Forteuue  presented  a  petition  from 
the  land-owners,  occupiers,  &c.  at  and  iit 
the  neighbourhood  of  South  Molton,  De- 
vonshire, against  the  renewal  of  the  pro^ 
perty  tax,  and  complaining  of  great  agri<< 
cultural  distress.  His  lordship  stated,  that 
amongst  those  who  had  signed  tlic  peti- 
tion were  several  commissioners  of  thti 
property  tax,  that  four  hundred  person^ 
m  that  quarter  had  been  returnea  as  de- 
faulters into  the  exchequer,  who  weref 
wholly  unable  to  pay  the  tax,  and  that  if  ic 
was  to  be  again  imposed,  he  knet^  not  how 
it  could  be  paid. 

Lord  Rolle  agreed,  that  great  agricul-' 
tural  distress  existed  in  the  quarter  from 
wlience  the  petition  came,  and  was  ready 
to  go  along  with  his  noble  friend  in 
supporting  any  practicable  measure,  for 
I  the  relief  of  the  agricultural  classes,    lie 
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tliouglit  much  would  be  done  in  this  re- 
spect by  the  modifications,  which  it  had 
been  intimated  it  was  intended  to  propose, 
but  if  hi^  noble  friend  would  go  still  fur- 
ther, and  propose  a  property  tax  of  10 
per  cent,  upon  all  incomes  above  a  certain 
amount,  he  would  second  him,  in  order  to 
relieve  in  a  still  greater  degree  the  lower 
classes  of  the  community.  There  was 
another  object  of  taxation,  respecting 
which  he  tiiought  greater  relief  ought  to 
be' afforded;  he  alluded  to  agricultural 
horses,  the  tax  upon  which,  in  many  in- 
fltances,  pressed  heavily  upon  the  lower 
class  of  farmers,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  advisable  to  place  this  tax  upon  a  scale 
similar  to  the  property  tiax,  in  order  that 
it  might  press  more  lightly  upon  that  de- 
scription of  persons.  It  ought  to  be  re- 
membered that  the  tax  had  been  in  1806, 
under  another  administration,  raised  from 
6j:  to  10  per  cent. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdoxvnc  was  anxious 
to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  making 
some  observations  to  their  lordships  on 
the  subject  of  the  petitions  which  had  been 
just  presented,  and  to  express  his  decided 
conviction,  on  every  principle,  and  under 
every  view  in  which  the  subject  presented 
itself  to  his  mind,  that  this  was  not  a  tax 
which  ought  to  be  continued  in  time  of 
peace,  particularly  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  country,  both  as  to  its  domestic 
circumstances,  and  its  relations  with  £u* 
rope  in  general.  But,  notwithstanding  his 
firm  conviction  on  that  head,  he  would  not 
perhaps  have  risen  at  so  early  a  period  to 
state  this  hisconvictii>n,had  he  not  thought 
liimself  called  upon  by  rumours  out  of 
doors  of  certain  statements  having  been 
made  in  another  place.  These  rumours 
had  for  this  day  or  two  been  in  circulation, 
Imd  called  upon  him  to  state  distinctly  his 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  tax  in  question. 
It  had  been  truly  stated  by  the  noble  lord 
who  just  sat  down,  that  this  tax  had  in 
1806  been  raised  by  an  administration, 
with  which  he  was  connected,  to  10  per 
cent. ;  and  he  was  desirous,  therefore,  to 
trouble  their  lordships  with  a  few  words  on 
that  point.  It  was  not  necessary  for  him 
to  inform  their  lordships,  or  any  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  financial  history  of  this 
country,  that  the  tax  had  been  imposed 
at  5  per  cent,  by  the  administration  which 

f  receded  the  last  administration  of  Mr. 
'itt.  It  was  afterwards,  under  Mr.  Pitt's 
adminbtration,  raised  to  6i  per  cent.,  and 
subsequently  to  10  per  cent,  by  tibat  ad- 
mioiitratioD  of  which  he  formed  an  un- 


worthy part.  He  wished  to  state,  that 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  he 
had  thought  himself  justified  in  submitting 
to  parliament  this  augmentation  of  the 
tax,  and  he  considered  himself  as  haviQg 
then  proposed  only  what  the  necessity  of 
the  occasion  demanded.  At  that  period^ 
the  loan,  which  in  the  previous  years  was 
10  millions,  had  the  year  before  been 
raised  to  20  millions;  and,  under  the 
pressure  of  a  formidable  war,  and  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  country,  he  tlien 
believed,  and  he  believed  now,  that  no  other 
resource  could  well  be  found  to  answer 
the  occasion.  He  was,  therefore,  perfectly 
ready  to  take  his  share  of  any  odium,  of  any 
unpopularity,  of  any  respmisibility,  that 
might  attach  to  the  measure^hich,  unoer 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  country 
then  stood,  had  been,  in  his  opinion,  pro* 
perly  adopted.  Then,  with  respect  to 
another  measure  which  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  administration  of  that  per 
riod,  and  with  respect  to  which  certain 
rumours  had  now  gone  abroad,  he  was 
anxious  to  make  some  observations,  and 
state  some  facts  to  their  lordships.  He 
knew  it  had  been  stated — and  a  most  ex* 
traordinary  statement  it  was— that  by  a 
plan  of  finance  which  he  hi^  the  honour, 
m  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  to  submit  te 
the  consideration  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  in  the  year  1807— of  which 
plan,  though  the  responsibility  belonged  to 
him,  it  was  unnecessary  to  state  that  the 
merit  belonged  to  his  noble  friend  (lord 
Grenville)  near  him— but  he  had  heard, 
with  an  astonishment  which*  he  could  not 
well  describe,  that  it  had  been  stated,  that 
by  this  plan  it  must  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  iiis  noble  friend  and  himself  to 
continue  the  property  tax  in  time  of  peaosk 
[Hear,  hear!  from  lord  Grenville  and 
others.]  He  now  took  the  earliest  od» 
portunity,  in  the  presence  of  his  noble 
friend,  and  others  acquainted  within  the 
nature  of  tliat  plan,  and  the  views  loth 
which  it  was  brought  forward,  to  afeoi 
directly  the  reverse.  [Hear,  hear  11 
Fortunately,  however,  the  matter  dm 
not  rest  on  the  mere  affirmation  df 
himself,  or  of  his  noble  friend  near  him^ 
but  also  on  written  proof  applicable  to  that 
question.  The  pomts  which  would  arise 
here  were,  Ist.  As  to  the  intention  of 
himself  and  his  noble  friend.  2d.  As  to 
the  plan  itself,  as  printed.  Sd.  As  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Hous6  (xf  Commons  upon 
it.  4th.  What  was  the  purport  of  the 
bill  founded  on  those  resolntioak    5tla 
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The  testimony  of  thiKe  who  supported  the 


plan.    6th.  The  testimony  of  those  who     was  brou<;ht  in,  rounded  upon  these  reso- 


•  ofipoted  it.  Not  «nly  from  no  part  of 
tneie  testimonies  «ou1d  be  deduced  tlie 
slightest  ground  for  the  charge  that  it  was 
the  inteatioo  or  wisli  of  his  noble  friend 
«r  himself  to  continue  the  income  tax  in 
a  period  of  peace,  but  the  whole  of  the 
fiictfl  proved  directly  the  reverse.  What 
were  the  intentions  of  his  noble  friend  and 
himelf,  namely,  that  the  income  tax 
ahould  be  considered  as  a  war  tax  only, 
and  should  not  encroach  on  a  period  of 
peace,  he  had  already  declared.  These 
intentions  were  perfectly  well  known  to  a 

Sntleman  then  officially  connected  with 
)m,  and  of  all  the  individuals  that  could 
be  named,  Mr.  Vansittart  was  that  indi- 
vidual whom  he  should  least  have  sus- 
pected of  giving  the  slightest  countenance 
to  a  charge,  that  they  had  any  view  or 
intention  of  continuing  the  tax  in  a  time 
irf  peace.  He  should  have  thought  that  that 
right  hon.  gentleman,  of  all  men,  knowing 
vhat  the  intentions  of  the  ministers  of  that 
day  were,  would  have  sought  an  opportu- 
nity, if  he  heard  such  a  charge  made,  of 
ffiving  it  that  contradiction  which  he  knew 
It  deserved.  He  did  not  wish  to  trouble 
their  lordships  by  going  into  long  details, 
he  would  only  just  refer  to  the  financial 
plan  of  his  noble  friend  and  himself:  but 
that  reference  would  be  amply  sufficient  at 
once  to  negative  all  idea  that  it  was  in- 


tinue  It  during  peace.  In  the  bill  also  that 


lotions,  the  duties  only  of  customs  and 
excise  were  pledged  i'or  the  payment  of 
the  interest  of  loans,  and  so  anxious  was 
he  that  the  property  tax  should  not  be 
pledged,  and  thereby  be  prcvL>nted  from 
being  repealed  at  the  return  of  peace, 
that  on  its  being  suggested  to  him,  not  in 
the  House  but  out  of  it,  tlint  the  reference 
to  war  taxes  might  possibly  be  conceived 
to  include  the  property  tax,  he  imme* 
diately  had  words  inserted  to  except  the 
property  tax  from  all  possibility  of  being 
conceived  to  be  included.  Thus,  there- 
fore, there  was  the  evidence  of  all  the 
documents  which  had  reference  to  this 
subject,  that  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
his  noble  friend  or  himself  that  the  pro- 
perty tax  should  be  continued  during  a 
period  of  peace.  He  now  came  to  the 
evidence  of  their  supporters,  and  he  hap- 

Sened  to  have  to  refer  to  a  speech  of 
Ir.  Vansittart  (secretary  of  the  treasury 
at  the  time)  three  years  aflerwards,  in 
June  1809,  irhen  he  was  an  independent 
member  of  parliament,  which  that  gentle- 
man had  himself  printed,  and  in  which  he 
had  distinctly  pointed  out  as  one  of  the 
main  features  of  this  financial  plan,  that 
the  property  tax  was  untouched  by,  and 
was  open  therefore  to  be  repealed  at  the 
conclusion  of  peace,  to  which  repeal  the 
public  would   naturally  look    at   such    a 


tended  by  them  to  continue  the  income  ;  period.  Was  it  to  be  believed  that  Mr. 
tax  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  would,  on  the  i  Vansittart,  at  the  end  of  three  years,  did 
contrary,  prove  directly  the  reverse.  The  j  not  understand  a  phm,  which  nine  years 
noble  marquis  here  read  the  concluding  I  afterwards  he  understood  better  ?  Was  it 
passage  of  the  plan,  stating  that  every  |  to  be  imagined  that  he  was  {iractising  a 
person  who  impartially  examined  it,  |  deliberate  delusion  upon  the  country,  and 
would  see  the  nature  of  the  relief  which  |  stating  what  he  did  not  himself  believe? 
was  intended,  and  to  which  the  public  !  Mr.  Vansittart,  cith  all  his  great  financial 
would  naturally  look  at  the  conclusion  of  knowledge,  had  declared  at  only  the  dis- 
of  peace,  namely,  the  repeal  of  the  pro-  tance  of  three  years  from  the  period  of 
perty  tax.  Here,  his  lordship  observed,  bringing  forward  that  plan,  that  *'  the 
was  direct  and  positive  evidence  of  the    property  tax  no  one  had  proposed  to  con- 


intentions  of  the  framers  of  that  plan,  with 
regard  to  the  repeal  of  the  income  tax  at 
the  period  of  peace,  which  completely  ne- 
eatived  llie  charge  brought  against  them. 
In  the  resolutions  also  which  he  proposed 
to  the  House  of  Commons  (and  which  his 
lordship  referred  to),  the  property  tax 
was  specially  excepted,  it  bemg  distinctly 
and  speciticaily  stated,  that  the  duties  of 
customs  and  excise  only  were  to  be  pledg- 
ed for  the  payment  of  tlic  interest  of  the 
loans.  This  was  likewise  direct  and  posi- 
tive evidence  that  it  was  not  their  inten- 
tion to  pledge  the  property  taX|  or  to  con- 


tinue in  time  of  peace,  even  as  an  annual 
grant,'*  and  nothing  he  could  now  say 
could  weigh  against  that  deliberate  opi* 
nion.  But  they  had  also  the  evidence  of 
their  opponents.  It  happened  that  he  had 
the  opinion  of  lord  Castlereagh  upon  the 
subject  at  the  time,  expressed  in  counter- 
resolutions  which  his  lordship  then  moved, 
and  recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  House. 
In  these  resolutions  lord  Castlereagh,  after 
going  through  the  minutest  calculations 
regarding  the  whole  plan,  expressly  re- 
corded his  opinion,  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pediei.t  to  pledge  the  war  duties  of  cu;^ 
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thought  much  would  be  done  in  this  re- 
spect by  the  modifications,  which  it  had 
been  intimated  it  was  intended  to  propose, 
but  if  hisr  noble  friend  would  go  still  Tur- 
ner, and  propose  a  property  tax  of  10 
per  cent,  upon  all  incomes  above  a  certain 
amount,  he  would  second  him,  in  order  to 
relieve  in  a  still  greater  degree  the  lower 
classes  of  the  community.  There  was 
another  object  of  taxatu)n,  respectiD|^ 
which  he  tiiought  greater  relief  ought  to. 
be 'afforded;  he  alluded  to  agricultural 
horses,  the  tax  upon  which,  id  many  in- 
fltances,  pressed  heavily  upon  the  lower 
class  of  farmers,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  advisable  to  place  this  tax  upon  a  scale 
similar  to  the  property  tax,  in  order  that 
it  might  press  more  lightly  upon  that  de- 
scription of  persons.  It  ought  to  he  re- 
membered that  the  tax  had  been  in  1806, 
under  another  administration,  raised  from 
6j:  to  10  per  cent. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdotvnc  was  anxious 
to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  making 
some  observations  to  their  lordships  on 
the  subject  of  the  petitions  which  had  been 
just  presented,  and  to  express  his  decided 
conviction,  on  every  principle,  and  under 
every  view  in  which  the  subject  presented 
itself  to  his  mind,  that  this  was  not  a  tax 
which  ought  to  be  continued  in  time  of 
peace,  particularly  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  country,  both  as  to  its  domestic 
circumstanccit,  and  its  relations  with  £u* 
rope  in  general.  But,  notwithstanding  hb 
firm  conviction  on  that  head,  he  would  not 
perhaps  have  risen  at  so  early  a  period  to 
state  this  his  conviction,  had  he  not  thought 
liimself  called  upon  by  rumours  out  of 
doors  of  certain  statements  having  been 
made  in  another  place.  These  rumours 
had  for  this  day  or  two  been  in  circulation, 
lihd  called  upon  him  to  state  distinctly  his 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  tax  m  question. 
It  had  been  truly  stated  by  the  noble  lord 
who  just  sat  down,  that  this  tax  had  in 
1806  been  raised  by  an  administration, 
with  which  he  was  connected,  to  10  per 
cent. ;  and  he  was  desirous,  therefore,  to 
trouble  their  lordships  with  a  few  words  on 
that  point.  It  was  not  necessary  for  him 
to  inform  their  lordships,  or  any  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  financial  history  of  this 
country,  that  the  tax  had  been  imposed 
at  5  per  cent,  by  the  administration  which 

f  receded  the  last  administration  of  Mr. 
'itt.  It  was  afterwards,  under  Mr.  Pitt's 
administration,  raised  to  6^  per  cent.,  and 
subsequently  to  10  per  cent,  by  that  ad- 
miuistratioD  of  which  he  formed  an  un- 
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worthy  part.  He  wished  to  state,  that 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  he 
had  thought  himself  justiBed  in  submitting 
to  parliament  this  augmentation  of  the 
tax,  and  he  considered-  himself  as  havii^g 
then  proposed  only  what  the  necessity  of 
the  occasion  demanded.  At  that  period^ 
the  loan,  which  in  the  previous  years  was 
10  millions,  had  the  year  before  been 
raised  to  20  millions;  and,  imder  the 
pressure  of  a  formidable  war,  and  the 
financial  diflficultieH  of  the  country,  he  tlien 
believed,  and  he  believed  now,  that  no  other 
resource  could  well  be  found  to  answer 
the  occasion.  He  was,  therefore,  perfectly 
ready  to  take  his  share  of  any  odium,  cf  any 
unpopularity,  of  any  respimsibility,  that 
might  attach  to  the  measure,  which,  unoer 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  country 
then  stood,  had  been,  in  his  opinion,  pro* 
perly  adopted.  Then,  with  respect  to 
another  measure  which  had  been  recom* 
mended  by  the  administration  of  that  per 
riod,  and  with  respect  to  which  certain 
rumours  had  now  gone  abroad,  he  wtt 
anxious  to  make  some  observations,  and 
state  some  facts  to  their  lordships.  He 
knew  it  had  been  stated — and  a  most  ex* 
traordinary  statement  it  was— that  by  a 
plan  of  finance  which  he  hi^  the  honour^ 
m  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  to  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  in  the  year  1807-*-of  which 
plan,  though  the  responsibility  belonged  to 
him,  it  was  unnecessary  to  state  that  the 
merit  belonged  to  his  noble  friend  (lord 
Grenville)  near  him— but  he  had  heardy 
with  an  astonishment  whichi  he  could  not 
well  describe,  that  it  had  been  stated,  that 
by  this  plan  it  must  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  his  noble  friend  and  himself  to 
continue  the  property  tax  in  time  of  peaosk 
[Hear,  hear!  trom  lord  Grenville  and 
others.]  He  now  took  the  earliest  od» 
portunity,  in  the  presence  of  his  noble 
friend,  and  others  acquainted  with « the 
nature  of  that  plan,  and  the  views  ig|h 
which  it  was  brought  forward,  to  aflSrat 
directly  the  reverse.  [Hear,  hear  11 
Fortunately,  however,  the  matter  dill 
not  rest  on  the  mere  affirmation  df 
himself,  or  of  his  noble  friend  near  him^ 
but  also  on  written  proof  applicable  to  that 
question.  The  pomts  which  would  arise 
here  were,  Ist.  As  to  the  intention  of 
himself  and  his  noble  friend.  2d.  As  to 
the  plan  itself,  as  printed.  Sd.  As  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Hous6  of  Commons  upon 
it.  4th.  What  was  the  purport  of  the 
bill  founded  on  those  lesohitioiiB.    5ti% 
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[6 


The  teHimoD y  of  thftcc  who  supported  (he 


bUui.    6th»  The  teitinionr  of  ihoM  who     was  brou;;ht  in,  rounded  upon  these  rcso- 


.opposed  it.  Not  only  from  no  pnrt  of 
these  testimonies  oould  be  deduced  tJie 
slightest  ground  for  the  charge  that  it  was 
the  inteatioo  or  wisli  oi'  hi«  noble  friend 
or  himself  to  continue  the  income  tax  in 
a  period  of  peace,  but  the  whole  of  the 
ftcts  proved  directly  the  reverse.  What 
were  the  intentions  of  his  noble  friend  and 
himKlf,  namely,  that  the  income  tax 
should  be  considered  as  a  war  tax  only, 
aod  should  not  encroach  on  a  period  of 
peace,  he  had  already  declared.  These 
utentions  were  perfectly  well  known  to  a 

SDtleman  then  officially  connected  with 
sm,  and  of  all  the  individuals  that  could 
be  named,  Mr.  Vansittart  was  that  indi- 
vidual whom  he  should  least  have  sus- 
pected of  giving  the  slightest  countenance 
to  a  charge,  that  they  had  any  view  or 
intention  of  continuing  the  tax  in  a  time 
of  neace.  He  should  have  thought  that  that 
rieht  hon.  gentleman,  of  all  men,  knowing 
what  the  intentions  of  the  ministers  of  that 
day  were,  would  have  sought  an  opportu- 
nity, if  he  heard  such  a  charge  made,  of 
giving  it  that  contradiction  which  he  knew 
It  deserved.  He  did  not  wish  to  trouble 
their  lordships  by  going  into  long  detuili), 
he  would  only  just  refer  to  the  financial 
plan  of  his  noble  friend  and  himself:  but 
that  reference  would  be  amply  sufficient  at 
once  to  negative  all  idea  that  it  was  in- 


tinuo  it  during  pence.  In  the  bill  also  that 


lutions,  the  duties  only  of  customs    and 
excise  were  pledgetl  lor  the  payment  of 
the  interest  of  loans,  and  %o  anxious  was 
he  that  the  property  tax  should  not  be 
pledged,  and  thereby  be  prevented  from 
being   repealed   at  the  return  of  peace, 
that  on  its  being  suggested  to  him,  not  in 
the  House  but  out  of  it,  that  the  reference 
to  war  taxes  might  possibly  be  conceived 
to  include  the  property  tax,  he  imme* 
diately  had  words  inserted  to  except  I  lie 
property  tax  from  all  possibility  of  being 
conceived  to  be  included.     Thus,  there- 
fore, there  was  the  evidence  of  ull  the 
documents  which   had  reference   tn  this 
subject,  that  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
his  noble  friend  or  himself  that  the  pro- 
perty tax  should  be  continued  during  a 
period  of  peace.     He  now  came  to  the 
evidence  of  their  supporters,  and  he  hap- 
pened  to  have   to  refer   to  a  speech  of 
Mr.  Vansittart  (secretary  of  the  treasury 
at  the  time)   three  years  a<\erwards,  in 
June  1809,  Hien  he  was  an  independent 
memlx^r  of  parliament,  which  that  gentle- 
man bad  himself  printed,  and  in  which  he 
had  distinctly  pointed  out  as  one  of  the 
main  features  of  this  financial  plan,  that 
the  property  tax  was  untouched  by,  and 
was  open  therefore  to  be  repealed  at  the 
conclusion  of  peace,  to  which  repeal  the 
public  would   naturally  look    at   sucli    a 


tended  by  them  to  continue  the  income  .  |>eriod.  Was  it  to  be  believed  that  Mr. 
tax  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  would,  on  the  Vansittart,  at  the  end  of  three  yenrs,  did 
cxMitrary,  prove  directly  the  reverse.  The  |  not  understand  a  pl:m,  which  nine  years 
noble  marquis  here  read  the  concluding  '•  afterwards  he  understoo<l  better  ?  Was  it 
passage  of  the  plan,  stating  that  every  |  to  be  imagined  that  he  was  practising  a 
person  who  impartially  examined  it,  |  deliberate  delusion  upon  the  country,  and 
would  see  the  nature  of  the  relief  which  '  stating  what  he  did  not  himself  beh'eve? 
was  intended,  and  to  which  the  public  !  Mr.  Vansittart,  « itii  all  his  great  financial 
would  naturally  look  nt  the  conclusion  of  •  knowledge,  had  declared  at  only  the  dis* 
of  peace,  namely,  the  repeal  of  the  pro-  j  tance  of  three  years  from  the  period  of 
perty  tax.  Here,  his  lord^^hip  observed,  |  bringing  forward  that  plan,  timt  **  the 
was  direct  and  positive  evidence  of  the 
intentions  of  the  framers  of  thut  plan,  with 


regard  to  the  repeal  of  the  income  tax  at 
the  period  of  peace,  which  completely  ne- 
gatived the  charge  brought  against  them. 
In  the  resolutions  also  which  he  proposed 
to  the  House  of  Commons  (and  which  his 
lordship  referred  to),  the  property  tax 
was  specially  excepted,  it  being  distinctly 
and  specifically  stated,  that  the  duties  of 
customs  and  excise  only  were  to  be  pledg- 
ed for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the 
loans.  This  was  likewise  direct  and  posi- 
tive evidence  that  it  was  not  their  inten- 
tion to  pledge  the  property  taX|  or  to  con- 


'  property  tax  no  one  had  proposed  to  con- 
tinue in  time  of  |)eace,  even  as  an  annual 
grant,'*  and  nothing  he  could  now  say 
could  weigh  against  that  deliberate  opi- 
nion. But  they  had  also  the  evidence  of 
their  opponents.  It  happened  that  he  had 
the  opinion  of  lord  Castlereagh  upon  the 
subject  at  the  time,  expressed  in  counter- 
resolutions  which  his  lordship  then  moved, 
and  recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  House. 
In  these  resolutions  lord  Castlereagh,  after 
going  through  the  minutest  calculations 
regarding  the  whole  plan,  expressly  re- 
corded his  opinion,  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pediei.t  to  pledge  tlie  war  duties  of  cu;^ 
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tomsandexcise,  which  might  be  mitigated  I  peace;   and  he  again  most  positively  as 
at  the  period  of  peace,  whilst  the  property    serted  that  such  never  was  their  intention* 


tax  to  the  amount  of  11,000,000/.  remain- 
ed untouched.    Here  was  the  noble  lord's 
direct  and  decisive  opinion  upon  the  plan 
as  it  affected  the  property  tax ;  and  was  it 
to  be  contendeu  that  lord   Castlereagh 
understood  the  plan  better  now  at  nine 
years  distance,  than  he  did  at  the  time 
of  moving  his  resolutions  ?   The  continen- 
tal politics  of  tlie  noble  lord  had  scarcelj|r 
improved  his  knowledge  of  finance,  and  it 
was  fair  to  suppose,  that  he  brought  his 
best  understanding  of  the  plan  to  bear 
upon  it  at  the  time  of  its  discussion.    The 
opposition  of  that  day  were  accused  of 
some  pertinacity,   but  according  to  the 
opinions  they  broached  now  they  were  in 
office,  they  must  have  been  unusually  kind 
and  civil  to  aid  the  then  ministers  in  im- 
posing a  delusion  upon  the  country.*— He 
had  thus  briefly  gone  over  all  the  docu- 
ments connected  with  the   subject,  and 
he  trusted  he  had  proved  satisfactorily, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  the  intention 
pf  his  noble  friend  or  himself,  and  that 
those  who  opposed  them  and  who  were 
now  in  office,  never  did  believe  it  to  be 
their  intention  to  pledge  the  property  tax, 
80  that  it  must  be  continued  in  a  time  of 
peace,  or  that  they  had  any  intention  of 
8o  continuing  it.    On  the  contrary,  it  was 
distinctly  proved  that  the  property  tax 
was  especially  excepted  from  tne  opera- 
tion of  that  financial  plan,  and  that  the 
repeal  of  that  tax  was  expressly  contem- 
plated on  the  return  of  peace.     It  would 
DC  for  the  public  to  judge  of  such  an 
attempt  to  mislead   them.    It  mi^ht  be 
convenient  for  men  in  official  situations  to 
8tate  one  opinion  at  one  time,  and  another 
at  a  subsequent  period,  as  it  suited  the  pur- 
poses of  the  moment ;  but  it  might  be  easily 
discovered  what  impression  such  conduct 
made.    There  must  indeed  be  a  great 
distress  for  argument  to  support  this  mea- 
8ure  of  imposing  this  tax  in  time  of  peace, 
when  such  a  subterfuge  as  that  he  had 
exposed,  was  resorted  to — nor  could  the 
resortinj^  to  such  a  subterfuge  fail  to  have 
its  due  impression  upon  the  public  mind. 
He  had  forborne  to  trouble  their  lordships 
Kith  all  the  details  of  the  plan  to  which 
lie  had  referred ;    but  if  the  conclusions 
he  had  drawn  from  them  were  disputed, 
}ie  was  prepared  to  go  over  the  plan  in  all 
jts  details,  point  by  point,  and  to  prove 
most  satisfactorily  that  it  never  was  m  the 
.contemplation  of  those  who  proposed  it  to 
.^ntiftue  the  prop^r(^  tax  m  «  period  of 


He  had  proposed  the  continuance  of  the 
tax  in  1807  as  a  war  tax  strictly,  without 
the   least    idea  of  continuing  it  during 
peace ;  and  he  was  now  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion that  there  was  nothing  in  the  domes- 
tic situation  of  the  country — nothing  in 
the  state  of  Europe — which  called  for  its 
continuance,  nor  could  he  consent,  even 
in  the  event  of  an  insecure  peace,  that 
this  tax  should  be  continued.    It  was  only 
called  for  by  the  pressing  exigencies  of 
war,  and  with  the  war  it  ought  to  ter- 
minate.— The  noble  marquis  concluded  by 
apologising  for  having  taken  up  so  much 
of  the  time  of  their  lordships  upon  this 
subject ;    but  he  thought  it  of  importance 
that  such  a  misrepresentation  should  be 
met  by  a  direct  refutation.    He  did  not 
mean  to  charge  wilful  mistatement  on  any 
one,  but  certainly  the  accusation  brought 
forward,  that  it  was  intended  by  the  admi- 
nistration of  1806  to  continue  tlie  property 
tax,  displayed  a  degree  of  forgetful ness, 
or  ignorance  of  the  subject,  which,  consi- 
dering the  quarter  from  whence  it  came, 
was  most  extraordinary.    He  trusted  he 
had  satisfactorily  proved,  that  so  far  from 
such  having  been  their  intention,  the  fact 
was  directly  the  reverse,  as  they  had  dis- 
tinctly looked  to  the  repeal  of  the  tax  at 
the  conclusion  of  peace. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  could 
not  allow  the  speech  of  the  noble  marquis 
to  pass  without  a  few  observations,  al- 
though this  was  not  the  proper  time  for 
discussing  the  propriety  or  expediency  of 
continuing  the  property  tax.     Whenever 
that  question  should  be  fairly  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  tlieir  lordships, 
he  should    be    prepared  to  defend  the 
course  which   his  majesty's   government 
had  thought  proper  to  adopt  with  respect 
to  it.    He  did  not  complain  of  the  delu- 
sions which  had  been  resorted  to  on  the 
present  occasion— on  which  side  he  must 
leave  the  House  and  the  public  to  deter- 
mine— nor  did  he  complain  of  the  expres- 
sion of  any  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  continuing 
the  tax  ;  what  he  complained  of  was,  the 
endeavour  which  had  been  made  to  per- 
suade the  public  that  the  faith  of  ministers 
and  parliament  were  so  pledged  to  the  re- 
peal of  the  tax,  as  to  preclude  any  discus- 
sion whatever  with  respect  to  it.    Let  the 
Question  of  the  continuance  of  the  tax  be 
oecided  on  its  own   merits.      What  he 
denied  waS;  that  any  adaunistration  had 
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giren  anj  pledge  that  the  property  tax 
should  in  no  caae  be  continued  in  time  of 
peace.    That   parliament   neror    was  to 
committed,  that  the  country  never  con- 
ceived that  parliament  had  been  so  com* 
roittedy  appeared  from  the  whole  nature 
of  the  traotactiooy  from  the  year  1799» 
when  Mrr  Pitt  first  proposed  the  property 
tax,  under  the  name  of  the  income  tax. 
It  was  then  profiosed  as  a  war  tax,  leaving 
open  the  question  of  continuing  it  in  time 
of  peace,  to  be  subsequently  considered. 
It  was  well  known  that  on  Mr.  Pitt's  pro- 
position, the  property  tax  was  afterwards 
mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  QS  millions 
of  the  national  debt.     On  the  conclusion 
of  peace  the  tax  was  so  mortgaged  for 
nine  years,  until  his  noble  friend  (lord  Sid- 
mouth)  moved  for  its  repeal,  and  for  fund- 
ing the  56  millions  fur  which  it  was  pledged ; 
providing  by  other  taxes  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  of  that*sum.  The  whole  of  this 
transaction  proved,  that  it  never  was  in 
contemplation  when  the  property  tax  was 
originally  proposed,  that  it  should  in  no 
case  be  continued  in  time  of  peace.     On 
the  renewal  of  hostilities,  his  noble  friend 
near  him,  proposed  a  renewal  of  the  same 
principle  of  taxation  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent.     Undoubtedly,  the  provisions  of  the 
act  stated,  that  the  tax  should  cease  at  the 
close  of  the  war.    But  there  was  nothing 
to  warrant  the  supposition  that  if  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  parliament  should 
think  the  continuance  of  the  tax  the  best 
mode  of  diminishing  the  burthens  of  the 
country,  that  question  was  not  perfectly 
open  for  discussion.  It  was  a  question  to  be 
determined  entirely  by  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.— .>Before  he  referred  to  that 
point  of  the  jioble  marquis's  speech  which 
had  called  him  up,  he  would  advert  to 
what  had  taken  place  in  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  with  respect  to  the  property 
tax,  and  to  the  present  situation  of  the 
question.     When  on  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  in  1815,  he  had  proposed  to 
their  lordships  the  renewal  of  the  property 
tax,  although  that  proposal  was  only  for  a 
year,  he  had  said  decidedly  that  parlia- 
ment was  not  committed  on  the  question 
of  its  termination  at  that  time,  whether 
the  country  might  be  in  a  state  of  war,  or 
in  a  state  of  peace,  and  that  that  question 
was  entirely  open,  to  be  decided  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  He  had  a  right, 
therefore,  to  complain  of  the  argument, 
that  there  existed  any  engagement  by 
which  he  was  bound  to  abstain  from  pro- 
posing, or  parliament  were  bouqd  to  ab- 


stain from  adopting,  the  continuation  of 
the  tax,  if  it  should  be  thought  expedient 
so  to  continue  it.— He  now  came  to  the 
point  which  had  induced  him  to  trouble 
their  lordships.    The  noble  marquis's  ex- 
planation was  to  him  wholly  unsatisfactory. 
The  noble  marquis  teemea  to  anume,  that 
it  had  been  somewhere  stated,  that  it  had 
been  the  intention  and  wish  of  the  govern- 
ment of  I8O69  to  continue  the  propertr 
tax  after  the  close  of  the  war.    He  ao* 
mitted,  that  such  a  statement  would  have 
been  unwarrantable.    He  readily  admitted 
to  the  noble  marquis,  that  in  the  financial 
plan  of  that  eovernmenti  their  object  waa 
to  avoid  pledging  the  property  tax ;  that 
their  object  was  to  pledge  idl  the  war 
taxes,  but  that  tax.    He  was  very  ready 
to  admit  that,  and  farther.    Had  he  him- 
self been  connected  with  that  govemmentt 
and  had  his  opinion  strongly  inclined  to 
continue  the  property  tax,  in  the  event  of 
peace,  still  be  should  not  have  thought  it 
expedient  to  pledse  it  for  that  purpoaew 
Without  any  decision  00  the  ezpediencTt 
or  inexpediency  of  continuing  tne  tax  m 
time  of  peace,  he  should  have  contended, 
that   it  was  not  wise  or  expedient,  dis- 
tinctly to  pledge  it  for  that  purpose.   The 
question  was,  not  whether  tne  noble  lords 
opposite  were  sincerely  anxious  that  the 
property  tax  should  not  be  continued  in 
time  of  peace,  or  whether  they  had  been 
solicitous  to  frame  their  system  in  conso- 
nance to  that  anxiety ;  but  whether  the 
system  did  not,  with  their  own  knowledge, 
involve  contingencies,  the  occurrence  of 
which  must  occasion  tlie  continuation  of 
the  tax  in  time  of  peace.    It  was  impos- 
sible to  know  what  might  have  been  the 
private  intention  of  the  noble  lords.    He 
could  refer  only  to  their  public   docu- 
ments.   The  noble  earl  here  read  a  para- 
graph from  the  plan,  in  which  it  was 
stated,  that  under  certain  circumstances, 
parliament  would  be  enabled  to  repeal  the 
property  tax  *•  within  a  very  short  time 
after  the  conclusion  of  peace."  What  was 
the  inference  from  that  passage  ?     That 
under  certain  circumsunces  the  property 
tax  would  be  continued    for    a  certain 
period  in  time  of  peace.    The  question 
whether  or  not,  in  the  event  of  peace,  its 
continuance  would  have  been  prevented 
by  the  substitution  of  other  duties,  was 
quite  a  different  question.     By  the  plan, 
contingencies  were  evidently  foreseen,  in 
the  event  of  which  the  property  tax,  to  a 
certain  extent,  would  have  been  pledged 
to  be  continued  for  a  short  time  in  |>eacen 
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TUs  was  all  he  contended  for.    Am  to 
wfaal  the  noble  marquis  had  said  of  the 
libsefmtioas  made  b j  his  noble  friend  in 
another  place^  he  had  reason  to  beUefe 
the  noble  marquis  had  misapprehended 
the  nature  of  those  observations.     His 
noble  friend  could  never  have  stated  that 
it  had  been  the  intention  of  the  govern- 
ment of  1806  to  continue  the  property 
la±  in  time  of  peace,  but  merely  that 
thfcir  financial  plan  involved  contingencies 
not  ffuarded  asainst,  by  which  that  conti- 
iiuatioh  might  have  occurred.    It  was  not 
a  qiiestion  of  expediency,  but  a  question 
of  fttilli  and  engi^ement. 
^  Lord  'GrenmUe  reprobated  the  unsuc* 
iMssful  attempt  that  had  been  made  to 
i^ate  an  undue  impression  on  this  subject, 
with  regard  to  the  government  of  1806. 
He  siTould  be  guilty  of  an  unpardonable 
Intrusion  on  their  lordships  time  and  pa- 
tience  if  he  thought  it  possible  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  able  defence  of  that  govern- 
ment by  his  noble  friend.    If  any  thing, 
however,  had  been-wanting  to  that  defence 
he  would  have  beseeched  the  noble  earl  to 
rMd  the  paragraph  which  he  had  read,  and 
on  that,  and  not  on  the  noble  earl's  asser- 
tions,  not  on  the  assertions  of  a  noble 
viscount  in  another  place,  not  on  his  (lord 
Grenville's)  assertions,  not  on  the  asser- 
tions of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  would  he 
call  on  parliament  and  on  the  country  to 
pronounce  on  which  side  of  the  House  lay 
the  delusion  of  which  the  noble  earl  had 
spoken.    It  had  now,  however,  been  dis- 
tinctly admitted  by  the  noble  earl,  that 
k  never  was  the  intention  of  the  govern- 
ment of  1807,  to  pledge  the  property  tax 
to  be  continued  alter  the  establishment  of 

Ece.  He  hoped  their  lordships  would 
r  tbb  in  mind.  He  hoped  that  if  they 
heard  that  such  had  been  the  intention  of 
that  government — he  hoped  that  if  they 
<read  that  such  had  been  the  intention  of 
that  government,  they  would  refer  to  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  who  had  good 
cause  for  knowing  the  fact,  and  who  had 
said  in  print  that  such  an  intention  never 
had  been  entertained  by  any  government 
— -hi!  hoped  they  would  remember  the  de- 
clareition  of  a  noble  lord  (whose  know- 
ledge^ of  the  subject  was,  nowever,  cer- 
tainl'f  to  be  distrusted),  who  had  distinctly 
atateiS  on  paper  that  by  the  plan  of  the 
govei*nment  of  1806,  the  property  tax,  in 
the  enrent  of  peace  would  be — What? 
Cent)  nued  ?  No !  —  Entirely  remitted. 
[Hear,  hear!]  Were  ho  to  speak  for 
hours  ^were  he  to  read  volumes  to  their 
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lordships — were  he  to  fatigue  them  by  all 
kinds  of  details— he  could  only  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  which,  on  thq  authority  of  the 
noble  viscount,  he  had  just  stated— nauielyf 
that  by  the  plan  of  the  government  of  1806, 
the  property  tax  would  not  be  continued, 
but  remitted  on  the  return  of  peace.     Here 
he  might  safety  rest  the  case.     However,  it 
was  not  fit  that,  when  such  assertions  as 
those  which  had  been  lately  made  went 
forth  to  the  public,  those  to  whom  they 
related  should  omit  to  state,  what  in  their 
conscience  they  knew  to  be  the  truth* 
He  therefore  declared,  not  only  that  their 
plan  had  not  been  formed  with  a  view  to 
the  continuation  of  the  property  tax  in 
time  of  peace,  but  that  one  essential  part 
of  that  plan  had  been  introduced  for  the 
very  purpose  of  avoiding  the  necessity  of 
continuing  the  property  tax  in  time  of 
peace.    Not  incidentally-— not  as  an  un« 
foreseen  consequence  did  this  occur.    It 
was  a  main  object  with  which  the  plan 
was  framed,  and  for  the  attainment  of  it^ 
the  provisions  were  introduced  to  which 
he  had  adverted.    This,  he  asserted  as  a 
matter  of  fact.    How  unworthy  was  it, 
therefore,  to  see  those  who  were  now  di* 
manding  sacrifices  of  the  country,  which, 
weighed  down  as  it  was  by  the  long  oonti* 
nuance  of  war,    it  was  unable  to  bear, 
instead  of  examining  their  own  plans  of 
finance  with  a  view  to  their  improvement, 
busied  in  endeavouring  to  fasten  some 
miserable  recrimination   on    those   who, 
afler  the  lapse  of  ten  years,  were  charged 
with  that  which  was  proved  to  be  the  very 
reverse  of  their  policy.    The  question  was 
this.    The  country  was  in  a  situation  in 
which  it  had  never  before  been  placed—* 
in  a  situatien  of  distress  and  difficulty  suf- 
ficient to  appal  the  stoutest  heart.    In  this 
state  parliament  were  called  upon  to  pause 
a  moment,  to  turn  their  eyes  from  that 
high  and  commanding  military  rank  which 
the  nation  had  acquired,  and  to  consider, 
not  merely  whether  the  continuation  of 
our  military  establishments  was  desirable 
(which  it  certainly  was  not},  or  whether 
it  was  unconstitutional  (which  it  certainly 
was),  but  whether  there  existed  in  the 
country  the  possibility  of  supporting  the 
expense  which  it  was  proposed  to  incur. 
In  this  situation  their  lordships  were  told 
by  his  Majesty's  government,  that  it  was 
fit  to  continue  the  property  tax,  which  the 
noble  earl  assured  them  parliament  had 
entered  into  no  engagement  not  to  conti- 
nue.   But  he  appealed  to  their  lordships 
and  to  the  country,  whetheri  when  his 
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najettf 'g  government  last  year  tubniitted 
to  parliament  the  expediency  of  once  more 
enduring  that  odious  and  inquisitorial 
ore,  the  universal  impression  was  not 


m 

tJiat  it  was  to  ber  continued  only  for  the 
war?  [Hear,  hear!]  It  was  in  tliat  |)er- 
suasion  and  confidence  that  the  people 
bore  the  burthens  imposed  upon  them  last 
year  so  cheerfully.  On  this  ground  it  was 
that  be  called  on  parliament  to  redeem 
the  pledge  which  they  had  given.  The 
noble  carl  had  contended  tliat  no  breach 
of  fait!)  was  implied  in  the  present  propo* 
posal  to  contmue  the  tax  in  time  of 
peace,  because  at  a  former  period  it  was 
pledged  to  continue  during  peace.  It  was 
true,  that  under  drcumstancesof  severeand 
dreadful  pressure,  the  income  tax  had  been 
•0  pledged.  But,  at  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
the  noble  yiscount  (Siamooth)  deemed 
the  continuation  of  it  so  inoonfenient  that 
at  his  suggestion  the  tax  was  repealed, 
suid  others  were  substituted.  Wbra  next 
proposed,  therefore,  it  came  to  be  consi- 
dered by  the  country,  with  the  strong  im- 
presnon,  that  however  necessary  during 
the  war,  in  the  event  of  peace  it  ought  to 
be  remitted.  So  far,  therefore,  from  the 
ibrmer  pledge  of  the  income  tax  justifying 
his  majesty's  government  in  their  present 
proposition,  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
'viscount  in  1802  was  an  assurance  given 
to  the  country  on  the  part  of  government 
and  of  parliament,  that  any  subsequent 
renewal  of  the  tax  should  t>e  only  during 
war.  The  income  tax  was  accordingly 
renewed  at  5  per  cent,  that  was  increased 
to6|  and  eventually  to  10.  He  sbould 
be  sorry  to  be  thought  backward  in  avow- 
ing, that  neither  at  the  time  of  that  last 
Increase,  nor  at  any  moment  since  had  he 
entertained  the  least  doubt  of  its  propriety 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war. 
If  he  had  entertained  such  a  doubt,  he 
should  have  been  almost  singular  in  the 
opinion.  It  was  his  sincere  conviction, 
that  had  that  invaluable  life  been  spared 
to  the  country,  the  loss  of  which  alone 
could  have  inuuci^d  him  (lord  Grenville) 
to  take  a  part  in  the  government,  a  similar 
increase  would  have  been  proposed.  Un* 
questionably  that  increase  was  not  only  jus* 
tifiable,  but  fraught  with  advantage  to  the 
public  service.  It  was  adopted  by  parlia- 
ment in  the  contemplation  and  persuasion 
that  it  was  only  for  the  purpose  of  pro* 
▼iding  for  the  temporary  supply  of  the 
demands  of  the  war ;  and  that  it  was  on 
no  account  to  be  applicable  to  a  time  of 
peaoa.    Jhia  he  knar  to  be  true*    He 


asserted  it  to  be  true.  When  in  the  next 
year  (1807)  he  had  assisted  his  noble 
iriend  in  the  formation  of  his  plao  of 
finance,  the  property  tax  was  pledged  with 
the  other  war  taxes  for  the  express  pur* 
pose  of  relicvmg  the  country  for  two  or 
tliree  years  from  all  other  taxation.  Had 
that  system  been  adhered  to,  in  what  t 
difierent  situation  would  our  finances  now 
have  been  1  He  did  not  mean  to  assert^ 
that  in  no  possible  case  could  the  property 
tax  have  been  continued  in  time  of  peaco^ 
But  he  positively  denied  that  such  a  cob« 
tinuation  wu  ever  anticipated  by  his  ma* 
jesty's  government  of  that  period;  by 
whom,  on  the  contrary,  means  wert 
adopted  expressly  to  prevent  that  applies* 
tion.  The  paragrtpn  which  had  beett 
read  by  the  noble  lord  evinced  tlie  pajni 
that  had  been  taken  with  that  view.  N6 
case  could  be  supposed  so  unfavourable^ 
even  had  the  war  continued  for  90  yeaft 
from  tlic  year  1807 — in  which  the  pit^ 
perty  tax  could  not  have  been  remitted 
within  one  year  after  the  return  of  peaces 
Except  in  the  event  of  an  occurrence  so 
next  to  impossible,  as  was  this  prolonga^ 
tion  of  the  war,  it  had  been  unansweraohf 
shown  that  the  property  tax  had  not  been 
pledged  during  peace  b^  the  government 
of  1806 ;  and  that  even  if  that  occurrenea 
had  taken  place,  their  phm  conUdned 
other  resources  to  which  recourse  mieht 
have  been  had  in  lieu  thereof.  He 
felt  that  he  had  trespassed  long  on  their 
lordships— longer  perhaps  than  he  ought 
to  have  done.  But  when  he  considered 
the  manner  in  which  the  charge  had  been 
made,  the  persons  by  whom  it  had  been 
made,  and  that  it  had  been  made  in  the 
presence  of  those  who  had  not  the  oppor^ 
tunity  of  answering  it,  he  thought  it  out  a 
doe  respect  to  their  lordships  to  offer  them- 
some  explanation  on  the  subject. 

The  several  petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

State  ov  the  Nation.]  The  Duke 
of  Bedford^  in  rising  to  submit  a  motion 
to  the  House  on  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
lamented  that  indisposition  would  prevent 
him  from  performing  that  duty  in  a 
manner  as  efficient  as  he  coold  wish.  The 
question  demanded  the  presence  of  every 
advantage,  as  well  from  ^  extreme  im* 
portance,  as  from  the  vaWed  subjects  it 
should  necessarily  embrace.  The  inmie- 
diate  object  of  his  motion  would  be,  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  the  state 
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of  the  nation.  Such  a  motion  was  sane- 1 
tioned  by  precedent;  for,  by  referring 
to  their  Journals  it  would  be  seen,  that 
10  the  years  1795,  1778,  1777,  1770, 
1763>  1753,  and  in  many  other  instances, 
such  motions  had  been  submitted  and 
adopted.  The  House  of  Commons  had 
acted  also  on  the  same  principles,  for 
every  marked  circumstance  in  the  history 
of  the  country  had  been  followed  by  a 
similar  motion.  If,  then,  on  other  occa- 
sions, parliament  thought  it  proper  to 
adopt  such  a  proposition,  he  felt  justified 
in  stating,  that  besides  being  consonant 
with  the  uniform  practice  of  the  House, 
the  present  important  crisis  particularly 
demanded  their  attention.  We  had  just 
concluded  a  war  of  unexampled  violence 
and  extent,  which,  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  had  disturbed  the  repose  of  Europe ; 
and  in  which  this  country  had  expenaed 
her  best  blood,  and  squandered  her  trea- 
sures with  a  lavish  profusion.  It  was 
time,  therefore,  for  her  to  demand  repose, 
and  the  bounden  dut^  of  parliament  to 
ensure  her  a  comparative  tranquillity.  But 
let  the  House  look  to  the  real  state  of  the 
nation,  and  it  would  be  seen  how  very  far 
it  was  removed  from  so  valued  an  enjoy- 
ment. In  such  an  inquiry  it  would  be 
necessary  to  consider ;  first,  the  immense 
extent  of  the  proposed  peace  establish- 
ment; secondly,  the  supplies  necessary 
for  its  support ;  thirdly,  the  extent  of  the 
internal  aistress ;  and  lastly,  the  state  of 
Ireland.  The  peace  establishment  was 
one  which  the  country  looked  upon  with 
astonishment  and  dismay,  which  was  not 
only  of  greater  magnitude  than  every 
former  peace  establishment,  but  even 
exceeded  the  war  establishment  during 
tiie  American  war,  when  we  had  to  con- 
tend with  our  exai^rated  colonies,  and 
to  oppose  the  insidious  policy  of  our 
European  enemies.  It  also  exceeded  the 
establishment  during  the  four  first  years 
of  the  war  waged  against  republican 
France.  To  this  then  the  House  should 
particularly  direct  its  attention,  and  before 
It  would  lend  its  sanction  to  such  an 
enormous  establishment,  compare  it  with 
those  of  difterent  former  periods,  con- 
trasting also  the  circumstances  in  their 
external  policy,  which  distinguished  them 
from  the  present.  For  instance,  let  the 
apparently  secAre  peace  we  now  enjoyed 
be  compared  with  that  of  Amiens,  when 
France,  glowing  in  revolutionary  frenzy, 
convulsed  Europe,  or  was  extending  her 
arms  around   it.     At  that   period   the 
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powers  of  the  continent  were  all  making 
the   most   vigorous    exertions,    and   the 
sound  of  arms  rang  through  every  part  of 
it.     Such  a  state  might  with  much  satis- 
faction be  opposed  to  the  present,  when 
no  enemies  appeared  to  disturb  our  re- 
pose, and  when  he  who  lately  wielded  the 
sceptre  of  France  was  confined  a  pri- 
soner in  St.  Helena.    By  the  success  of 
our  troops,  and  the  skill  of  our  valued 
chief,  who  led  them  to  victory,  and  by 
bringing  the  allies  into  the  field,  we  were 
enabled  to  procure  a  favourable  peace : 
yet  after  placing  the  Bourbons  on  che 
throne    of    France,    and    dictating    the 
terms  of  the  pacification,  what  was  the 
country  promised?      Here  he  felt  how 
necessary  it  was  to  enter  into  the  details 
of  the  restoration  of  that  family,  but  a 
severe  indisposition  prevented  him.     He 
must  now  touch  upon  a  topic  in  which  it 
was  his  misfortune  to  differ  firom  his  noble 
friend  who  sat  below  him  (lord  Grenville), 
and  it  was  with  the  utmost  regret  and 
diffidence  he  difibred  from  the  opinions  of 
a  man  whose  judgment  was  so  sound  and 
enlightened  and  whose  love  of  his  country 
was  so  sincere ;   but  he  was  sure  that  he 
should  be  forgiven  by  his  noble  friend 
for  stating  what  his  conscience  dictated. 
He  would  say,  then,  that  had  he  been  in 
England  last  year,  he  should  not  have 
voted  for  the  war,  but  for  the  amendment 
of  the  noble  earl  (Grey).    It  was  true, 
indeed,  that,  by  the  great  talents  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  the  battle  had  been 
gained ;  but  what  would  have  been  the 
consequence  if  tliat  battle  had  been  lost  I 
—and  such  an  event  was  by  no  means  an 
improbable  one.      Indeed,  it  was  most 
improbable  that  the  event  should  have 
been  as  it  was.    He  was  himself  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rhine  at  the  time  of  the 
battle  of  Waterloo;    and  he  had   con- 
versed with  several  foreign  officers  on  the 
subject,  and  they  were  all,  and  especially 
the  Prussians,  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
the  battle  must  have  been  lost  but  for  the 
astonbhing  talents  of  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington.   In  saying  this,  however,  he  did 
not  mean  to  detract  from  the  praise  really 
due  to  ministers  for  the  promptitude  and 
energy  of  their  measures  when  once  they 
had  decided  upon  the  war.     The  next 
event  was  the  march  of  the  allies  to  Paris 
and  the  placing  the  legitimate  monarch, 
Louis  18th,  on  the  throne.     This  measure 
he  considered  as  exceedingly  impolitic; 
the  restoration. or  rejection  of  Louis  should 
have  been  left  to  the  French  people  y  the 
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coming  in  of  that  king  at  the  heek  of  the 
English  armyy  had,  as  had  been  stated  in 
the  letter  of  a  noble  friend  (lord  Kin- 
naird)  to  the  noble  earl  opposite,  excited 
much  discontent  and  ill-will  in  France 
against  the  English,  True  it  was,  that 
£ouis  was  what  was  denominated  the 
legitimate  sovereign  ;  but  that  was  not 
legitimacy  which  consisted  merely  in 
birth:  that  was  true  legitimacy  which 
secured  at  once  the  attachment  and  the 
happiness  of  the  governed.  He  came 
now  to  the  home  establishment — [Here 
the  noble  duke,  who  had  paused  several 
times  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  re- 
marks, sat  down  and  apologized  for  so 
doing,  by  stating  that  he  was  extremely 
indisposed,  and  felt  himself  too  ill  to 
procecdj 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  expressed  his 
regret  at  his  grace's  indisposition,  and 
suggested  that  the  motion  might  be  read, 
and  the  debate  upon  it  adjourned  to  a 
future  day. 

The  niotion  was  accordingly  read  by 
the  lord  chancellor,  and  on  the  motion  of 
earl  Grey,  the  debate  was  adjourned  to 
l*uesday  next. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday^  March  ?• 

Pavement  op  the  Metropolis.] 
Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  in  risine  to  move  for  a 
select  committee  on  this  subject,  observed, 
tliat  the  reason  why  he  preferred  \aking 
this  step  to  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  was,  that  an  opportunity  might  be 
given  to  the  House  of  knowing  from  po- 
sitive evidence  the  real  necessity  wliich 
existed  for  the  measure.  In  the  last  session 
of  parliament  he  had  brought  in  a  bill  for 
the  same  subject,  which  he  now  Iiad  in 
Tiew,  and  it  had  advanced  to  a  second 
reading.  The  parish  of  Mary-le-bone  op- 
posed itself  particularly  to  that  bill,  and  m 
consequence  of  representations  from  that 
and  other  parishes  he  had  consented  to 
withdraw  it,  in  consideration  of  an  agree- 
ment with  those  parishes  that  they,  before 
the  present  session,  would  meet  him  with 
such  a  bill  as  should  satisfy  the  wishes  of 
all  parties.  Some  of  those  parishes  did, 
to  a  certain  degree,  fulfil  their  promise, 
but  the  parish  of  Mary-le-bone  still  op- 
posed the  measure  which  he  wished  to 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
Fortunately,  all  the  parishes  did  not  ob- 
ject to  it,  biit  agreed  with  him  that  such 
a  bill  as  he  proposed  was  necessary.     If 
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the  House  should  consent  to  theconamittee 
it  would  be  fully  seen  tluit  «omc  regulation 
with  regard  to  the  paving  of  tlic  Metro- 
polis  was  necessary.  Some  of  the  parishes  . 
were  so  poor,  that  they  could  not  defray 
the  expense  attending  the  proper  pavement 
of  their  streets  ;  and  others  were  so  divi- 
ded among  themselves  on  almost  ^vory 
occasion,  that  they  sat  debating,  like  a 
petty  House  of  Commons,  and  neglected 
their  most  important  obligations.  In  tho 
committee,  if  the  House  should  agree  to 
it,  the  clerks  of  the  several  parishes  might 
be  examined,  and  such  information  gained 
from  them,  as  would  tend  to  explain  what 
were  the  situations  in  which  the  different 
parishes  were  placed,  and  what  course 
would  be  the  most  proper  to  take.  He 
had  endeavoured  to  give  as  much  of  his 
time  as  possible  to  this  measure,  and  he 
found  that  the  several  parishes,  and  indi- 
viduals in  the  same  parish,  were  greatly 
divided  as  to  the  best  mode  of  paving  the 
streets.  In  the  many  letters  which  he  had 
received  on  the  subject,  and  had  he  been 
minister  of  the  country  he  could  scarcely 
have  received  more  written  communica- 
tions— various  methods  were  proposed  :— 
Some  thought  that  iron  would  be  the  best 
for  the  streets,  others  conceived  stone 
would  answer  better,,  and  others  again 
proposed  something  different  from  either 
The  committee  would  determine  what 
would  really  be  the  best,  for  it  was  impos- 
sible that  a  definitive  arrangement  could 
be  made  among  persons  who  were  so  much 
at  variance  with  each  other.  One  part  of 
the  object  which  he  had  in  view  was,  that 
some  public  officer  should  be  appointed 
to  superintend  the  paving  of  the  diffe- 
rent streets,  and  his  name  placed  up  in 
different  parts  of  the  metropolis,  that  per- 
sons who  had  any  complaints  to  make  on 
the  subject  of  bad  pavement  might  knoir 
to  whom  to  apply  for  redress.  If  some 
such  measure  as  this  were  not  adopted, 
the  public  would  be  still  liable  to  those 
accioents  which  unfortunately  so  fre- 
quently occurred  from  the  pavementbeitig 
broken  up  in  several  parts.  In  addition 
to  the  many  accidents  which  he  had  men- 
tioned to  the  House  last  session  as  being 
caused  by  the  bad  state  of  tlie  streets,  lie 
could  now  relate  many  others,  and  one  in 

J>articu]ar  where  a  friend  of  his  was  near 
osing  his  life  by  the  upsetting  of  a  coach  in 
which  he  rode,  in  consequence  of  a  broken 
part  of  the  pavement.  From  these  circum- 
stances he  hoped  the  House  would  concur 
with  him  in  seeing  the  necessity  of  some 
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interference  on  the  part  of  the  legislature. 
Most  of  the  membera  of  tbe^House,  with 
whom  he  had  convert ed,  agreed  with  him 
'  on  the  principle  which  he  intended  to  sub- 
mit ;  but  their  acquiescence  would  avail 
little,  if  they  did  not  support  it  by  their 
votes,  on  the  present  occasion.  He  then 
moved,  **  That  a  select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of 
the  pavement  of  the  metropolis,  and  to  re- 
port their  observations  thereon  to  the 
House.'' 

Sir  John  Simeon  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  motion ;  but,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  spoken  of  the  parish  of 
Mary-le-bone,  he  felt  himself  called  on  to 
*#ay  a  few  words.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  vestry  which  governed  that  parish,—- 
and  he  could  assert,  that  the  gentlemen 
composing  that  vestry  had  employed 
themselves,  in  every  passible  way,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  parish.  He  was  perfectly 
aure  that  the  parish  had  powers  within 
itself  to  remedy  the  inconvenience  alluded 
to,  which  rendered  any  new  measure  quite 
unnecetjary,  with  respect  to  them. 
iJVhenever  he  saw  that  any  repairs  were 
wanting,  he  sent  to  the  vestry  clerk,  and 
in  a  few  days  the  matter  of  complaint  was 
removed. 

General  Thornton  stated  that  he  had 
lleen  fer  several  years,  a  member  of  the 
vestry  of  St.  George's  parish.  He  could 
isay,  exactly  as  the  hon.  member  did  of 
the  vestry  of  St.  Mary-le-bqne,  that  no 
persons  were  more  desirous  to  do  their 
duty  than  thfey  were— still,  however,  the 
duty  was  not  properly  done.  In  fact,  in 
some  cases,  however  well-intentioned  they 
were,  they  had  not  the  power  to  carry 
their  wishes  into  effect.  Penalties  ought 
to  be  inflicted  where  they  did  not  now 
attach.  If  the  surveyor  neglected  his 
duty,  he  was  not  liable  to  any  penalty, 
though  the  persons  under  his  control  were. 
He  thought  the  public  were  very  much 
Indebted  to  the  hon.  member  for  bringing 
Ihis  subject  forward,  and  he  trusted  some 
moans  would  be  devised  for  carrying  into 
'effect  the  object  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Hurst  defended  the  motives  of  the 
hon.  member  in  bringing  forward  his  mo- 
tion, and  said  he  would  support  it  from 
a  conviction  of  its  necessity. 

Mr.  Taylor^  in  reference  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  baronet,  observed, 
that,  if  he  had  animadverted  a  little  more 
strongly  on  the  conduct  of  the  parish  of 
Si.  Mary-le-bone,  he  would  have  done 
Hothiog  more  than  hib  duly*    Vfhm  that 


parish  took  the  lead  to  oppose  the  bill  last 
session,  they  sent  circular  letters  to  all  the 
parishes  of  the  metropolis,  requesting  them 
to  call  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pressing their  hostility  to  the  measure—- 
their  view  being  to  stifle  all  proceedings 
on  the  subject.  Some  of  them  followed 
this  advice,  and  the  beadles  went  round 
with  a  few  of  the  leading  men  of  different 
parishes,  calling  on  the  inhabitants  ta  op« 
pose  a  bill  introduced  by  Michael  Anj^lo 
Taylor.  But,  even  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Mary-le-bone,  this  deputation,  that  went 
about  canvassing  the  inhabitants,  were 
told  by  many  of  them,  that  they  were  glad 
the  subject  was  taken  up,  and  they  would 
assist  Mr.  Tavlor,  as  far  as  they  could. 
The  vestry  published,  in  the  daily  prints, 
a  statement,  in  which  they  set  forth,  that, 
at  one  of  the  fullest  vestries  ever  held, 
peers,  and  bishops,  and  all  the  grandees  of 
the  parish  attending,  it  was  resolved  to  op- 
pose the  bill.  He  was  surprised  at  this, 
because  some  of  the  persons  mentioodd 
had  pledged  themselves  to  support  the 
measure ;  but,  on  inquiry,  he  found,  that 
very  few  of  them  had  heard  any  of  the 
resolutions  read,  and  that  this  imposing 
body  of  signatures  was  occasioned  by  the 
election  of  a  new  inspector.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  then  adverted  to 
the  answer  given  by  the  vestry  of  St. 
Mary-le-bone  to  a  letter  written  by  him 
on  the  subject  of  improving  the  pavement, 
in  November  last ;  in  which  they  stated 
their  conGdent  opinion,  that  some  regula- 
tion might  be  adopted  for  improving  the 
pavement  of  the  metropolis ;  but  the  mo- 
ment the}'  perceived  that  a  bill  was  drawn 
up,  having  compulsory  clauses  in  it,  and 
that  it  included  their  parish,  they  man* 
fully  refused  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
it.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  in 
conclusion,  expressed  his  determination 
to  introduce  tne  same  clauses  in  the  bill 
which  he  contemplated;  because  the  parish 
of  St.  Mary-le-bone  appeared  to  be  badly 
paved. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  a 
committee  immediately  appointed. 

Papsbs  relating  to  Lord  Coch- 
rane.] Lord  Cochrane  rose  to  move  for 
certain  papers  relating  to  the  charges  he 
had  brought  against  lord  Ellenboroueh. 
The  noble  lord  then  read  the  titles  of  Uie 
documents ;  two  or  three  of  which  being 
connected  with  the  Admiralty, 

Mr.  Lttshington  rose  and  requested  the 
nobte  ford  to  postptae  liia  motioDi  al  there 
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wM  DO  penon  then  in  the  House  who  be- 
longed to  that  department. 

Lord  Cochrane  said,  there  iras  no  secret 
in  the  documents,  and  they  were  neces- 
sary for  his  defence. 

Mr.  Sturga  Bourne  said,  the  noble  lord 
moved  for  the  papers  in  so  low  a  tone, 
that  persons  on  that  side  of  the  House 
could  not  collect  the  nature  of  them.  He 
therefore  requested  the  noble  lord  to  put 
off  his  motion  for  a  few  minutes.— >Mr. 
Croker  soon  after  entered,  when 

Lord  Cochrane  again  stated  the  docu- 
ments he  wuhed  to  have  laid  before  the 
House.  These  were,  L  A  copy  of  lord 
Cochrane's  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Admiraltv  dated  February  5th  1814.  2. 
A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Admi- 
ralty to  lord  Cochrane,  dated  February 
7th  1814.  3.  Lord  Cochrane's  letter  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Admiralty  dated 
March  8th  1814.  4.  Letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Admiralty  to  lord  Coch- 
rane of  the  same  date.  5.  The  date  of  the 
hon.  major  William  Erskine  Cochrane*s 
appbinlment  as  cornet  in  the  15th  regi- 
ment of  dragoons,  and  the  date  of  the  first 
official  retam  after  his  joining  the  said 
regiment.  6.  Extracts  from  the  muster 
books  of  hiB  majesty's  ships  Thetis, 
Africa,  Resolution,  Foudroyant,  Barfleur, 
Queen  Charlotte,  Genereux,  and  Speedy, 
of  lord  Cochrane*s  time  of  service  on- 
board those  ships,  the  stations  whereon 
thev  were  employed  during  such  time; 
and  a  return  of  any  period  during  which 
he  was  not  mustered  as  present  by  the 
said  books.  7.  The  time  of  the  arrival  of 
the  official  return  from  the  15th  regiment 
of  dragoons,  dated  January  25th  1814. 
8*  Return  of  the  dates  of  the  official  dis- 
patches from  the  British  army  under  the 
command  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  be- 
tween the  Ist  and  the  14th  of  February 
1814,  and  the  times  of  their  respective  re- 
ceipts." 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  said,  that  no  objection 
existed  against  the  production  of  the  docu- 
ments connected  with  the  naval  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lockhart  asked,  whether  any  of 
these  papers  were  offered  to  be  read  at  the 
trial,  and,  being  offered,  were  refused  ? 

Lord  Cochrane  said,  he  moved  for  them 
as  the  means  of  proving  that  many  impu- 
tations thrown  on  him  in  the  course  of  the 
trial  were  not  true. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  that  the  only  way  in 
which  the  noble  lord  could  make  use  of 
these  documents,  was,  to  show  some  fact, 


that  would  have  been  useful  to  him,  on  his 
trial,  but  the  opportimity  of  proving  which 
had  been  refused. 

The  motions  were  agreed  to. 

Court  or  Sxssion  in  Scotland.] 
Mr. «/.  P.  Grant  begged  to  inquire  A 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  whe- 
ther a  paper  which  had  been  moved  for  bj 
a  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (sir  John  New- 
port)  had  been  received  from  the  court  of 
seuion  in  Scotland  ?   He  would  take  that 
opportunity  of   correcting  an  inference 
which  had  been  drawn  from  some  ob- 
servations which  had  been  made — as  if 
that  court  had  been  guilty  of  disrespect  to 
the  House,  in  not  complying  with  its  ordec* 
He  understood  the  fact  to  foe,  that  other 
orders  of  the  House  which  had  gone 
through  the  treasury,  had  been  commu- 
nicated directly  to  the  prcbident  of  the 
court  of  session,  and  had  been  promptly 
complied  with.    But  the  order  in  questiba 
going  through   the   secretary  of  state's 
office,  had  been  directed,  as  he  understood 
was  the  practice  of  that  office,  to  the  lord 
advocate  for  Scotland,  and  thus  had  not 
reached  the  president  of  the  court  till  par« 
liament  had  risen ;  when  the  commission 
appointed  by  the  House  to  inquire  into 
these  matters  being  sitting  at  Edinburgh^ 
it  was  thought  by  the  officers  of  the  court 
sufficient  to  make  the  return  to  that  com* 
mission,    which    was    accordingly    done* 
This  might  be  a  mistake,  but  it  was  by  no 
means  a  wilful  or  intentional  disrespect  tp 
the  House ;  and  whether  a  mistake  or  not, 
was  hardly  imputable  to  the  court,  or  the 
learned  judge  who  presided  there,  since 
the  order  was  addressed  not  to  him  but  to 
the   lord  advocate.    Having    meiUionefl 
that  learned  judge,  he  thought  it  right  to 
say,  that  he  was  convinced  no  person  wai 
less  likely  to  be  guilty  of  intentional  dis- 
respect to  that  House.     No  person  had 
ever  differed  more  from  that  learned  j«dge 
in  political  opinion,  than  he  (Mr.  Grant], 
but  it  was  but  justice  to  say — as  he  dia, 
not  merely  on  his  own  opinion,  but  on 
that  of  others  on  whose  opinions  he  placed 
greater  reliance  than  on  his  own — that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  one  to  have  con- 
ducted himself  since  his  elevation  to  the 
bench  with  more  fairness  and   candour 
than  that  right  hon.  person ;  and  that  in 
all  appointments  to  his  court,  when  he  had 
been  consulted,  he  had  uniformly  given 
the  weight  of  his  influence  and  advice, 
without  regard  to  party,  or  to  political 
considerations,  in  favour  of  these  whcdn 
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he  thought  from  their  talents,  and  their 
learning,  tlie  most  fit  to  feel  these  impor- 
tant situations. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  con- 
curred with  the  hon.  meroher  in  beh'eving 
^hat  no  disrespect  was  intended  by  the 
learned  judge  alluded  to.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion put  by  the  hon.  member,  the  only  an- 
swer which  he  could  give  without  inquiry 
was,  that  he  had  not  yet  seen  the  return, 
but  hoped  it  would  be  laid  before  the 
House  m  a  short  time. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  ob- 
Berved,  that  the  fact  of  the  return  not 
having  been  made,  wds  not  to  be  attri- 
1>uted  to  any  intentional  disrespect  on  the 
part  of  the  learned  judge.  The  order  had 
been  sent  to  him  (the  lord  advocate)  and 
he  had  transmitted  it  to  the  court  of  session, 
by  which  it  was  sent  to  the  commissioners 
who  had  been  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  courts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land, and  who  were  then  receiving  infor- 
^lation  from  the  court  of  session.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  the  return  would  be  soon 
)>efo^e  the  House. 

Mr,  Abercromhie  regretted  the  order 
/had  not  been  transmitted  in  the  first  in- 
stance  to  the  court  by  which  the  return 
was  to  be  made;  but  he  could  not  suffer 
Jthe  present  opportunity  to  pass  without 
expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the  conduct 
of  the  commissioners  for  inquiring  into  the 
'State  of  the  several  courts.  Their  object 
was  the  same  for  which  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Sir  J.  Newport)  had  exerted  him- 
'fielf  so  much,  and'  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  hitherto  discharged  their 
duty,  he  wa^  certain  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  would  not  have  interfered  in  the 
course  which  had  been  adopted.  At  the 
same  time  he  did  not  urge  this  as  a  de- 
fence for  having  no  return  made  to  the 
order.  He  thought  no  person  had  a  right 
to  dispute  the  order  of  the  House,  or  to 
usd  their  own  opinion  on  it  further  than  by 
paying  it  immediate  obedience. 
•  The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  repeated 
his  former  assertion,  that  no  blame  could 
be  attributed  to  the  court  of  session  for 
not  having  mtide  the  return.  Their  con- 
duct arose  more  from  mistake  than  neg- 
lect. 

Mr.  Abercromhie  observed,  that  soch 
mistakes  might  be  prevented,  if  every  or- 
der of  the  House  were  sent  directly  to  the 
officer  who  was  to  make  the  return  to  it, 
and .  not  by  such  a  circuitous  route  as 
through  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state. 
-'    Mr.  Tierhey  said,  it  was  rumoured  that 


an  increase  of  salary  was  required  fohr  the 
individual  filling  the  office  of  lord  advo- 
cate of  Scotland.  The  matter  had  beea 
mentioned  before,  but  no  answer  was  re- 
turned. Perhaps  the  learned  gentleman 
would  himself  state,  whether  he  had  made 
such  an  application ;  and  if  so,  whether  itf 
had  been  successful  or  not  f 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  had  never  heard  of  any  application  on 
the  subject. 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  there  had  nei- 
ther been  an  increase  nor  diminution  in  the 
salary  of  the  office,  since  he  had  held  it. 
He  never  had  such  a  thing  in  his  contem- 
plation. 

Mr.  Tiemey  wished  to  know,  whether 
an  increase  was  not  about  to  be  granted  to 
some  of  the  minor  officers  ? 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  that  was  a 
question  which  he  neither  ought  nor 
could  answer.  Government  had.  got  many 
hints  on  this,  as  well  as  on  other  subjects ; 
but,  as  they  had  not  adopted  the  latter, 
perhaps  they  would  not  taKe  those  given 
on  this  point. 

Petitions  against  the  Property 
Tax.]  Petitions  against  the  property 
tax  were  presented  from  Steyning,  Clif- 
ton, Dartmouth,  Hardness,  Perth,  Chulm- 
leigh,  Witham  Friars,  Shrewsbury,  Wive- 
liscombe,  Honiton,  and  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  St.  Giles  and  St.  George's,  Blooms- 
bury,  and  from  the  agriculturalists  of  the 
hundreds  of  Burnham  and  Stoke. 

Mr.  Tiemey  was  anxious  to  know  when 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  intended 
to  bring  forward  his  motion  respecting 
the  property  tax.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that,  in  point  of  form,  it  could  not  be  in- 
troduced, in  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  until  the  vote  of  the  committee  of 
supply,  to  the  amount  which  it  was  cal- 
culated to  produce,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
anxious  that  the  property  tax  snould  be 
brought  forward  under  ever}'  advantage 
of  the  most  serious  consideration,  as  well 
as  with  a  proper  respect  for  parliamentary 
form.  He  could  not  propose  it,  until  a 
sum  of  money  was  called  for,  commensu- 
rate with  its  amount.  Unless  the  vote  of 
the  committee  of  supply  demanded  it,  he 
could  not,  in  compliance  with  parliamen- 
tary form,  propose  it  in  a  committee  of 
lyays  and  means. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  explained,  very  correctly,  the 
true  mode  of  parliamentary  proceeding. 
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Mow  he  hoped,  that  some  gentleman  of 
more  weight  than  himself  would,  on  Mon- 
ilay  next,  bring  forward  a  resolution  on 
this  subject,  that  the  country  might  dis- 
tinctly  understand  what  the  sense  of  the 
House  was— a  resolution  that  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  ways  and  means, 
but  wliich  would  call  on  the  House  to  say, 
whether  this  was  a  tax  that  ought  to  be 
continued  in  time  of  peace. 

Lord  NugetU,  on  presenting  the  peti- 
tion from  the  agriculturalists  of  the  nun- 
dreds  of  Burnham  and  Stoke,  in  Bucking- 
hamshire, read  a  letter  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  a  respectable  farmer  in  that 
county,  with  whom,  he  assured  the  House, 
he  had  not  the  least  connexion,  and  whose 
name  he  only  knew.  The  letter  stated, 
that  these  were  times  which  excused  of 
themselves  the  liberty  of  addressing  this 
letter  to  his  lordship — that  the  people  in 
that  part  of  the  country  felt  more  than 
the  petition  could  possibly  express.  How 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  to 
jraise  the  tax,  he  could  not  imagine ;  but 
he  conceived  that  it  would  be  a  very  trou- 
blesome job  for  any  man  to  collect  money, 
when  it  wds  known  that  he  was  living  be- 
yond his  income.  The  poorer  classes  of 
the  people  were  thrown  upon  the  parish, 
because  the  farmers  were  not  able  to  pay 
for  their  work.  The  parishes  were  very 
poor,  and  expected  to  be  much  poorer, 
and  the  tax  was  not  the  more  rchshed 
because  it  was  to  be  forced  down  the 
throats  of  the  people  by  a  standing  army. 
These,  his  lordship  continued,  were  the 
sentiments,  not  of  a  political  incendiary, 
but  of  a  man  who  never  meddled  with 
politics  until  the  necessity  of  the  times 
compelled  him. 

Mr.  Bennet,  on  presenting  the  petition 
from  the  merchants,  bankers,  and  trades- 
men, of  Shrewsbury,  against  the  property 
tax,  stated,  that  he  roost  cordially  agreed 
with  the  petitioners,  in  thinking  that  the 
faith  of  government  was  pledged  not  to 
renew  this  tax  in  time  of  peace,  and  in 
condemning,  as  unconstitutional,  the  keep- 
ing up  of  so  large  a  military  force.  If 
ministers  were  hardy  enough  to  propose 
the  measure  to  this  country,  he  hoped 
they  would  meet  with  that  discomfiture 
they  80  well  merited.  But,  till  he  saw  it, 
he  would  not  believe  that  the  influence  of 
the  crown  was  so  great  in  that  House,  as 
to  enable  ministers  to  carry  the  measure 
against  the  prayers  and  tears  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  trusted  that  ministers  would  con- 
Jnder  in  timei  the  great  distress  of  the 
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country,  and  put  some  other  limits  to  the 
burthens  of  the  people  than  their  patience 
in  hearing  them. 

Mr.  Dickenson^  on  presenting  the  peti- 
tion  from  Wiveliscombe,  observed,  that 
among  other  evils  of  which  the  petitionera 
complained,  was  one  of  vital  importance. 
It  related  to  the  general  decrease  in  the 
quantity  of  land  sown  this  year  with 
wheat,  as  well  as  the  quantity  thrown 
back  on  the  hands  of  the  owners,  and  now 
lying  uncultivated,  as  the  farmers,  from 
the  Tow  price  of  wheat,  could  not  afibrd 
to  cultivate  them.  Whatever  might  be 
said  about  the  faith  of  ministers  on  parti- 
cular points,  there  was  one  general  system 
of  faith  in  all  governments,  which  was  an 
engagement  so  to  support  the  interests  of 
agriculture,  that  the  people  should  not 
run  the  risk  of  being  starved. 

Mr.  Brottgham  said,  he  held  in  his  hand 
a  petition  nom  the  town  of  Honiton  in 
Devon,  against  the  property  tax,  which, 
amongst  other  facts,  complamed  that  the 
most  galling  and  intolerable  part  of  the 
system  was,  the  compelling  the  petiiionen 
to  lay  open  their  concerns  to  a  train  of 
inspectors  and  spies  ;  and  they  trusted 
the  House  would  refuse  its  sanction  to  the 
measure  under  any  modifications  whatever. 
On  this  subject  he  was  enabled,  from 
what  Irad  very  lately  come  to  his  know- 
ledge, to  offer  a  very  striking  commentary. 
A  very  respectable  person,  a  ship-broker, 
residing  at  no  great  distance  from  that 
House,  had  occasion  to  purchase  an  article 
at  a  cheesemonger's,  which  he  received 
wrapped  up  in  a  paper  that  proved  to  be, 
to  his  no  small  astonishment,  the  return  of 
one  of  his  friends  and  neighbours  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  property  tax.  He 
called  on  the  gentleman  and  stated  the 
drcumstance,  and  they  both  called  on  the 
cheesemonger.  The  tradesman  told  them 
he  had  lately  bought  a  great  lot  of  waste 
paper  of  the  same  kind,  and  they  found, 
upon  farther  inquiry,  that  the  paper  in 
question  had  been  exposed  to  sale  by  the 
commissioners,  and  consisted  of  the  whole 
returns  of  what  was  commonly  called  their 
jurisdiction,  but  which  he  should  call  their 
inquisition.  Thus  it  appeared  the  private 
affairs  of  all  persons  were  exposed,  not 
only  to  the  commissioners,  but  to  the 
world,  by  their  returns  hemg  exposed  to 
sale  as  waste  paper.  If  he  had  seen  no 
reason  before  to  oppose  the  tax,  this  cir- 
cumstance alone  would  induce  hiin  to  do 
it.  For  it  would  seem,  that  all  attempts 
for  making  the  commissionen  keep  faith 
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wiili  those  under  their  ioquisition  irere 
uoavailing;  and  tliere  appeared  no  great 
chance  <»  making  these  persons  keep  the 
secrets  of  individuals,  unless  they  took 
two  or  three  others  to  assist  them,  by  which 
all  the  a£birs  that  came  before  them  would 
be  verbally  exposed. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  wished 
to  say  a  few  words,  v^  reply  to  what  had 
been  said  by  the  hon.  and  learned  mem- 
ber. He  remembered  that  a  fact  had 
been  mentioned  some  time  ago  similar  to 
that  which  had  ju8t  been  stated :  an  in- 
quiry then  took  place,  and  it  appeared 
tnat  the  commissioners  of  London  had 
always  been  particularly  careful  to  destroy 
all  the  returns  which  had  been  made,  ex- 
cepting a  very  small  portion  which  it  was 
necessary  to  preserve  for  the  purposes  of 
their  business ;  but  it  at  that  time  also  ap- 
peared, that  by  some  accident  or  other, 
some  few  of  the  returns  had  been  suffered 
to  go  out  of  their  hands.  Something  of 
the  same  kind,  he  had  no  doubt,  had  in 
the  present  instance  taken  place ;  but  he 
could  take  upon  himself  positively  to 
deny,  that  any  of  these  papers  had  been 
sold,  as  had  |)een  assertedi  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman.  He  did  really  be- 
lieve that  no  such  practice  had  ever  been 
resorted  to ;  and  if  the  proper  inquiry 
were  made,  there  was  little  doubt  but 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  member  would 
find  hiqiself  to  have  been  misinformed. 
With  respect  to  the  general  complaint  of 
this,  as  It  was  termed,  inquisitorial  pro- 
ceeding, it  would  be  recollected,  that 
when  the  tax  .was  formerly  introduced, 
that  grievance  was  in  a -great  defree  re- 
moved by  the  introduction  of  a  dause  in 
tho  bill  in  1803,  by  which  certain  persons 
were  allowed  to  choose  their  own  referees, 
to  whom  they  might  refer  their  accounts, 
instead  of  the  commissioners.  By  this 
means  nine  persons  out  of  ten  made  no 
returns,  and  no  one  person  was  obKged  to 
make  any  return,  excepting  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  relief.  Tliis  clause  was, 
however,  aflerwards  abandoned,  and  it 
was  now  in  the  poivcr  of  the  legislature  to 
re-insert  it  in  the  act  about  to  be  proposed. 
His  only  wish  was,  that  a  fair  and  rea- 
sonable assessment  might  be  made,  such 
as  two  fair-dealing  honourable  men  might 
make,  which,  however,  should  be  subject 
to  the  examination  of  the  commissioners. 
He  could  not  see  what  reason  any  man 
could  have  to  object  to  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding. With  regard  to  what  had  been 
urged  as  to  the  hardship  of  ^is  taxoipon 


the  poorer  classes,  he  had  already  ob« 
served  upon  the  venr  small  extent  to 
which  this  tax  had  been  charged  upon 
those  persons.  He  had  stated,  that  out  of 
1,131,000,  only  266«000  made  any  re* 
turns ;  and  therefore  three  out  of  four  bad 
never  paid  the  tax.  Having  thus  given  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  the  poorer 
classes  of  tradesmen  who  were  exempted^ 
he  would  now  state  a  similar  return  which 
had  been  made  with  regard  to  the  farming 
interesL  The  total  amount  of  the  families 
assessed  under  the  tenants'  tax  was 
569,000.  Of  these  families  432,500  paid 
under  the  reduced  scale,  having  an  in- 
come of  less  than  150/.  The  persona 
paying  at  the  rate  of  200/.  a  year,  being 
the  lull  rate,  were  42,000  only.  He 
would  now  show  the  benefit  the  proposed 
modifications  would  have  upon  this  class 
of  men.  The  number  now  exempted  was 
I14/XX),  and  the  number  that  would  be 
exempted  under  the  new  modifications  was 
527,000  out  of  589,000/.  The  number 
paying  the  diminished  and  abated  rate  was 
reduced  to  .  5,500,  and  the  number  of 
farmers  paying  at  5  per  cenL, — that  was 
10/.  out  of  600/.  or  one  sixtieth — was 
45,000  only.  It  would,  therefore,  be  seen 
of  what  great  benefit  these  proposed  mo« 
difications  would  be  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terest. But  he  had  been  told  that  this 
alleviation  was  a  dishonest  proceeding. 
Now,  as  he  conceived,  the  dishonesty 
just  amounted  to  this — that  the  farmer, 
who  made  a  reduced  profit,  was  now  to 
pay  a  very  reduced  rate.  The  farmer  was 
not  able  to  show  the  amount  of  his  annual 
profits,  and  therefore  the  legislature  had 
very  properly  assessed  upon  the  rent^ 
Whether  this  scale  was  too  high  or  too 
low,  it  was  now  premature  to  discuss,  and 
would  be  considered  in  due  time.  It 
could  then  be  also  considered  by  parlia- 
ment what  further  relief  it  would  be 
proper  to  propose,  particularly  to  farmers 
who  had  sustained  nearly  a  total  loss  of 
the  produce  of  their  land.  He  should 
always  be  disposed  to  listen  with  atten- 
tion to  any  fair  case  which  might  be  made 
out,  or  to  prevent  the  inconvenienciea 
which  he  was  sensible  necessarily  arose 
from  the  disclosure  of  private  concerns ; 
but  the  house  would  admit  that  it  might 
be  inferred,  by  the  abandonment  of  the 
clause  of  1803,  that  none  was  required 
now.  lie  Pegged  it  to  be  understood^ 
that  if  any  more  effectual  relief  could  be 
suggested,  it  would  be  listened  to  with 
the  greatest  attention.     In  every  other 
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oile  it  was,  he  belicTed,  i^reed,  that  the' 
grierance  of  disclosure  had  been  entirely 
renaored;  bat<  eten  in  thiA  particular 
branch  of  trade  where  disclosure  was  ne- 
cessary,  it  would  be  seen  that  a  man  might 
be  engaged  in  many  Brms,  and  in  man^ 
trades,  and  might  contrive  to  bring  his 
affiurs  to  such  a  point  as  to  prevent  any 
man  knowing  any  thing  of  his  concerns ; 
because  it  was  evident,  that  it  was  not 
tiecessary  that  the  commissioners  should 
know  every  minute  particular.  Under 
these  circumstances,  then,  he  trusted  that 
It  would  be  seen  that  thb  measure  was 
actually  not  of  so  harsh  a  nature  as  had 
been  conceived,  and  he  hoped  that  gen- 
tlemen would  wait  until  tne  appointed 
time  for  a  full,  fair,  and  deliberate  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Brougham  said  he  did  not  mean  to 
allude  to  theXiOndon  commissioners  in  par- 
ticular ;  he  objected  to  the  whole  system. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  would  l>e  very 
glad,  it  seemed,  to  pay  attention  to  any 
knodification  which  misnt  be  pointed  out. 
He  believed,  as  he  had  stated  on  a  former 
ni^ht,  that  ministers  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  tax  on  any  terms.  But  he  dis- 
trusted their  modincations.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman,  like  a  personage  whom 
he  resembled  only  in  name,  appeared 
ready  to  come  to  any  terms,  in  his  extre- 
mity. The  personage  to  whom  he  al- 
luded was  said  to  have  fallen  sick ;  and, 
being  taken  with  a  sudden  fit  of  piety,  he 
declared  his  intention  of  becoming  monk ; 
but  the  moment  his  health  was  restored, 
he  forgot  his  promises.  He  believed,  if 
the  right  hon.  sentleman  once  carried  the 
tax,  Mat  he  auo  would  act  in  the  same 
manner. 

Mr.  Baring  said  there  had  been  a  state- 
ment, very  conveniently  dressed  out,  in  a 
treasury  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  makibg 
the  measure  palatable ;  it  stated  how  many 
Inillions  of  mechanics,  with  an  income 
under  70  or  80/.  a  year,  were  totally  ex- 
empted from  this  tax ;  from  which  it  was 
meant  to  be  inferred,  that  those  persons 
had  no  interest  in  the  question.  But  it 
must  be  seen,  that  all  these  persons  were 
not  only  obliged  to  pay  indirectly  to  the 
tax,  but  were  also  all  indirectly  connected 
with  the  fate  of  their  masters,  whose  re- 
duced state,  from  stagnation  in  trade, 
must  affect  all  who  were  concerned  under 
Ihem,  in  the  same  way  as  the  farmers* 
labourers  were  affected  by  the  distresses  of 
the  farmers.  The  relieving  of  one  part  of 
th^  ^ople  for  the  purpoae  of  buitnenbjg 


another,  was  a  project  unworthy  of  the 
minister  of  a  great  nation.  The  relieving 
of  persons  by  remission  on  account  of  dis- 
tress was  just;  but  it  was  not  so  generally, 
if  the  relief  were  only  partially  applied. 
The  great  point  would  be  to  direct  our 
attention  to  the  principle  of  the  tax,  which 
was  established  for  the  support  of  the  war ; 
and  therefore  the  thing  which  the  country 
gentlemen  would  have  to  consider,  was^ 
that  they  have  been  establishing  a  mea- 
sure of  finance,  which  government  may 
have  recourse  to  upon  occasion,  and  screw 
it  up  by  degrees,  like  the  little  advances 
they  have  made  from  time  to  time  upon 
the  tea  and  the  sugar  tax.  He  wislied 
the  idea  to  be  inculcated  upon  every  man's 
mind,  that  this  tax  was  of  such  a  nature^ 
that  nothing  could  justi^  it  but  the  most 
arduous  war,  such  as  wc  had  just  emerged 
from.  If  this  tax  were  eventually  renewed, 
he  hoped  the  tenant  would  be  exempted 
from  it.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer thought  the  objection  to  the  measure 
which  had  been  spoken  of  on  account  of 
the  disclosure  which  individuals  were 
compelled  to  make  was  not  great,  as  a 
clause  allowing  the  parties  to  make  their 
returns  to  two  referees  had  not  been  much 
acted  upon.  Mr.  Baring  was  not  sur- 
prised that  few  persons  should  have 
availed  themselves  of  that  clause,  as  the 
trouble  and  embarrassment  which  it  led  to 
were  not  to  be  endured,  and  were,  if  pos- 
sible, worse  than  the  common  course  of 
proceeding.  He  condemned  the  property 
tax  for  this— it  took  10  per  cent,  from  the 
trader's  pro6ts  in  one  concern,  and  al- 
lowed him  no  drawback  for  the  losses  he 
might  sustain  in  the  other ;  thus  a  ship- 
owner who  might  gain  on  one  vessel,  was 
obliged  to  pay  the  property  tax  on  his 
prohts  on  her,  thougn  he  should  sustain  a 
loss  to  an  equal  amount  on  the  other.  He 
was  convinced,  that  the  representations 
made  concerning  the  tax  were  any  thing 
but  exaggerated. 

Mr.  Preston  argued  in  strong  terms 
against  the  property  tax,  and  dwelt  more 
particularly  on  the  evils  arising  from  the 
disclosures  which  it  compelled  of  the 
private  afiairs  of  individuals.  He  spoke 
of  its  effects  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
where  the  assessments  of  individuals  were 
already  generally  known.  His  j^rcatest  obr 
jection  was  still  against  the  principle.  It 
was  the  illegitimate  offspring,  the  bastard  of 
the  constitution ;  and  it  was  attempted  to 
seize  for  it  the  inheritance  of  the  country. 
They  might  ^proceed  in  this  way,  and 
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make  any  set  of  commisaioDers  a  court  of 
chancery*  Sooner  than  agree  to  oppres- 
sion and  unconstitutional  taxation  or  thjs 
nature  and  extent,  he  would  humbly  peti- 
tion his  royal  highness  to  release  him 
from  his  allegiance.  Rather  thaii  be  the 
slave  of  a  tax-gatherer  at  home,  he  would 
submit  to  be  the  subject  of  a  country  of 
which  he  was  not  a  native.  The  present 
system  tended  to  overturn  all  those  rights 
for  which  our  ancestors  bled. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Distressed  State  of  Agricul- 
ture.]    The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Mr.  Western  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows  :* 

In  pursuance  of  the  notice  I  gave  some 
time  ago,  I  now  rise  to  move,  **  That  this 
House  do  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into  conside- 
ration the  distressed  state  of  the  agri- 
<:ulture  of  the  United  Kingdom.''  It  has 
been  the  practice  of  this  House  so  to  do 
for  the  purpose  of  more  convenient  deli- 
beration and  inquiry  in  times  of  peculiar 
danger  and  difficulty  ;  and  I  cannot  help 
feeling  thoroughly  convinced,  that  it  will 
be  admitted,  that  none  were  ever  more 
critical  than  the  present. 

I  cannot  indeed  anticipate  any  objection 
to  this  motion,  unless  it  should  by  some 
bon.  members  be  apprehended  that  we 
should  excite  additional  alarm  through- 
out the  country;  and,  perhaps,  create 
expectations  which  it  would  be  impos- 
sibte  to  realize.  Neither  of  these  ob- 
jections have,  however,  in  my  opinion, 
much  weight ;  in  respect  to  the  first  of 
them,  I  can  only  say,  that  the  alarm 
actually  existing  can  hardly  by  any  pos« 
aibility  be  increased;  and  as  to  the 
second,  however  we  mieht  lament  our 
inability  to  fulfil  expectations,  it  is  no  suf- 
ficient reason  for  our  refusing  to  inves- 
tigate the  causes  and  extent  of  our 
present  unexampled  distress.  I  am  ready 
to  admity  that  the  legislature  does  by  no 
means  possess  that  power  on  such  occa- 
sions as  the  present,  which  the  public  are 
too  apt  to  imaeine :  we  cannot  by  an  act 
of  parliament  in  an  instant  alleviate  evils, 
the  result  of  a  concurrence  of  an  infinite 
▼ariety  of  circumstances.  Their  sanguine 
bopes  therefore  may  not  bp  realized ;  but 
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that  is  no  reason  whatever  for  turning  eur 
backs  upon  the  subject. .  The  public 
must  not  be  kept  in  the  dark  either  as  to 
the  extent  or  limits  of  our  power.  We 
must  give  our  most  patient  and  attentive 
consideration  as  well  in  regard  to  extent 
as  to  the  cause  of  distress,  and  possible 
means  of  relief;  and  in  the  result  the 
public  must  be  convinced,  that , every 
thing  in  our  power  we  will  accomplish. 

Since  1  fiii^t  gave  notice  of  this  motion 
(which  is  now  a  considerable  time  ago)  I 
have  received  communications  on  the 
subject  from,  all  parts  of  the  empire ;  and 
they  do  altogether  form  a  picture  of 
national  distress  quite  unexampled,  I  am 
confident,  in  any  former  time.  I  had 
selected  a  certain  number  of  these  letters 
from  the  rest,  which  appeared  to  me  the 
most  conclusive  and  intelligent,  with  ah 
intention  to  read  them  to  the  House ;  but 
I  am  aware  how  tedious  written  statements 
generally  are;  and  upon  reflection,  I 
have  thought  that  the  real  state  of  the 
country  must  be  more  satisfactorily  repre- 
sented by  hon.  members,  than  by  the 
result  of  any  information,  however  exten- 
sive,  which  I  have  had  it  in  my  power  to 
collect. 

In  order  to  put  the  House  in  possession 
of  circumstances  which  would  be  con* 
elusive  as  to  the  real  state  of  the  country, 
I  have  called  for  various  documents, 
which  yet  are  not  returned ;  I  allude  to 
an  order  made  by  the  House  upon 
sheri^  to  give  an  account  of  all  process 
upon  the  body  or  goods  of  the  people  in 
their  respective  counties,  upon  a  com>- 
parison  of  the  last  three  years ;  also  an 
order  has  been  given  for  an  account  of 
Exchequer  process  against  persons  for 
non-payment  of  taxes.  These  are  not 
yet  come  in ;  and  I  am  afraid  indeed 
when  they  do,  they  will  not  give  us  a  fbll 
representation  of  the  calamity,  as  a 
variety  of  cases  of  distress  and  ruin  will 
not  come  within  the  scope  of  these  returns. 

I  have  received  a  few  of  these  returns 
through  the  hands  of  correspondents,  and 
I  will  shortly  state  to  the  House  their 
result.  The  first  account  is  from  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  the  agriculture  of 
which  is  in  high  repute;  and  the  dis- 
tresses of  which,  in  all  probability,  hardly 
equal  those  of  other  counties  ;  at  aU 
events,  tliey  may  be  taken  as  a  fair 
average  of  the  state  of  the  whole  kingdom* 
It  appears  in  Norfolk,  that  the  number  (^f 
bailable  writs  have  increased  from  540  in 
the  year  1814,  to  670  in  the  year  1815  ; 
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the  number  of  executions,  in  the  same 
period,  from  96  to  174.  My  correspon- 
dent observes,  that  this  account  clearly 
Ifhows  the  distress  of  the  county ;  but  I 
apprehend,  lie  says,  the  sherifiTs  office 
does  uot  exhibit  any  thing  like  the  full 
extent  of  the  evil,  for  it  does  not  com- 
prehend bankruptcies,  deeds  of  trust,  or 
composition ;  nor  coses  o£  distress  for 
rent,  except  when  the  goods  are  replevied, 
which  has  rarely  happened  during  the  last 
vear,  probably  because  the  parties  have 
been  unable  to  discern  any  prospect  of 
relief  from  a  postponemeot  of  a  sale  of 
their  efiects.  Farmers  and  graziers,  if 
not  otherwise  traders,  are  not  subject  to 
the  bankrupt  laws,  and  the  great  and 
almost  luiiversal  nioida  by  which  the  affiiirs 
of  insolvent  farmers  are  settled,  is  by 
deeds  of  trust,  or  composition :  and  the 
onlv  record  of  such  failure  is  to  be  met 
with  in  the  provincial  newspapers.  These 
observations  are  certainly  correct,  and 
therefore,  as  I  before  observed,  the  returns 
from  the  sheriff's  office  will  not  give  a 
full  picture  of  the  distress  of  the  country ; 
they  serve,  however,  as  far  as  they  go, 
incontestably  to  prove  the  difficulties  in 
which  all  classes  of  the  community  appear 
to  be  involved.  From  Suffolk  I  have 
received  a  similar  return,  and  there  I  learn 
the  number  of  bailable  writs  and  execu- 
tions have  increased  in  the  same  period 
from  430  to  850. 

in  the  county  of  Worcester  they  have 
increased  from  640  to  890;  in  which 
county,  I  am  told,  that  exchequer  pro- 
cesses to  levy  issues  on  parishes  for  arrears 
of  taxes,  the  6rst  moiety  of  the  property 
tax,  due  April  1815,  against  46  parishes 
in  arrear;  for  assessed  taxes,  ditto,  47 
parishes ;  the  remainder  of  property  tax, 
M  parishes;  assessed  taxes,  due  Michael- 
mas last,  45  ;  total  186.  The  countv  of 
Worcester  contains  about  216  parishes, 
ao  that  four-fifths  of  the  parbhes  are  now 
in  arrear. 

In  Sussex  I  have  an  account  from  one 
division  of  tbo  county,  containing  two 
hundreds,  in  one  of  which,  consistmg  of 
32  parishes,  26  are  in  arrear  either  for 
property  or  assessed  taxes ;  and  the  other, 
CfDOsisting  of  about  20,  fifteen  are  in  arrear. 
The  county  of  Sussex  is  divided  into  six 
hundreds,  and  my  correspondent  informs 
me  he  has  no  reason  to  hope  that  the 
others  are  in  a  better  situation. 

I  have  an  account  from  the  Isle  of  Ely, 
which  appears  to  evince  proofs  of  distress 
even  beyond  those  I  have  already  stated. 
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In  one  hundred  of  the  Isle  of  FJy,  con« 
taining  about  onc-third  part  of  the  island, 
the  number  of  arrests  m  1812  and  1813 
were  50,  in  1814  and  1815  two  hundred 
and  three ;  the  number  of  executions,  in 
the  first  of  those  periods,  7 ;  in  the  last, 
60;  amount  of  executions  in  the  first 
period,  765/.,  in  the  la^t,  18,522/.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  the  distresses  for 
rent  and  drainage  taxes,  which  have  been 
taken  within  the  last  two  years,  amount 
to  1 1 ,000/.  and  within  the  same  period,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Ely,  several  farmers  have 
failed,  whose  debts  altogether  amounted 
to  72,500/.  and  the  creditors,  in  hardly 
any  instance,  have  reoMved  a  dividend. 
It  appears  also,  there  are  19  farms  noir 
untenanted  in  Ely,  and  the  parishes  Im* 
mediately  adjoining.  These  accounts  are 
certainly  alarming  to  the  greatest  degree ; 
I  can  hardly  venture  to  pledge  myself  to 
their  precise  accuracy  in  every  item,  but 
I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  their  beiniic 
substantially  faithful  and  correct.  All 
the  letters  I  have  received,  all  the  com- 
munications that  have  been  personally 
made  to  me,  concur  in  giving  the  same 
deplorable  picture  of  distress  universally 
pervading  that  portion  of  the  community 
whose  capital  is  engaged  in  agriculture,  as 
well  as  ail  those  numerous  classes  whose 
employment  is  dependent  thereon.  I  will 
therefore.  Sir,  no  longer  dwell  upon  the 
proofs  of  our  distress,  nor  the  extent  of 
It,  but  endeavour  to  examine  the  drcum* 
stances  that  have  occasioned  such  un- 
exampled difficulties  and  embarrassments, 
and  which  have  not  come  upon  us  gra- 
dually, but  appear  almost,  as  it  were  in  a 
moment,  to  nave  overwhelmed  the  whole 
country. 

Between  two  and  three  years  ago  agri- 
culture was  in  a  flourishing  and  prosperous 
state,  and  yet,  within  the  short  period 
which  has  since  elapsed,  thousands  have 
been  already  ruined,  and  destruction  seema 
to  impend  over  the  property  of  all  those 
whose  capital  is  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil.  From  what  causes,  I  say,  can 
such  events  have' arisen? — Are  they  the 
effects  of  excessive  taxation,  of  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  the  national  debt  ? — Are 
they  the  consequences  of  our  extensive 
paper  circulation,  which  now  appears  to 
nave  been  in  a  great  measure  withdrawn  > 
—Are  they  occasioned  by  the  pressure  of 
the  tithe,  or  the  severe  burthen  of  the  poor- 
rate  ? — Is  it  from  any,  or  from  all  of  these 
causes,  that  the  evil  has  originated?  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  it  is  not 
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to  one  or  two,  but  to  a  combination  of  all 
these  causes,  ve  must  attribute  our  dis- 
tress. Our  national  debt  and  our  taxes 
have  been  carried  to  an  extent  unknown, 
I  believe,  to  any  other  country  in  the  uni- 
verse ;  our  paper  currency  has  been  carried 
also  to  an  extent  quite  unexampled,  and,  I 
believe,  wiH  be  found  to  have  created  a 
principal  source  of  our  misfortune.  The 
poor-rates  have  been  singularly  oppressive; 
tithes,  also,  have  been  felt  in  proportion 
as  larger  capital  has  been  required  to  cul- 
tivate the  land.  Yet,  in  spite  of  all  these 
burthens,  up  to  the  middle  of  1813,  agri- 
culture dkl  sustain  them,  and,  under  the 
weight  of  their  united  pressure,  contri- 
buted to  make  most  rapid  advances.  How 
then  are  we  to  account  for  such  a  change  ? 
There  are  those,  I  know,  who  attribute  it 
to  the  return  of  peace,  but  I  do  not  enter- 
tain that  opinion.  The  loss  of  the  war 
demand,  no  doubt,  has  had  an  effect,  but 
tiiisy  I  should  think,  is  counteracted  by 
the  cutting  off  the  foreign  supply  of  grain 
under  the  Act  of  last  session  :  besides,  by 
referring  to  the  account  upon  the  table, 
we  shall  see  that  the  great  fall  in  the  price 
of  com  took  place  prior  to  the  possible 
anticipation  of  the  return  of  peace.  In 
the  early  part  of  January,  1813,  the  price 
of  wheat  was  as  high  as  120«.  per  quarter; 
in  November  it  was  as  low  as  75s,  or  76^. 
By  the  accounts  of  contracts  made  at  the 
victualling  office,  Portsmouth,  the  contract 
lor  wheat  appears  to  be,  on  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 123«.  lOt/.,  in  November,  67s.  lOd. 
At  Plymouth,  \2ls.9d.  in  February;  in 
September,  86^.  At  Deptford  there 
appears  to  be  no  contract  for  wheat,  but 
m  Februarv  a  contract  for  flour  was  taken 
at  lOOs.  Sa,  per  sack,  and  in  November  at 
S5s.  At  this  latter  period,  no  confidence 
or  expectation  of  returning  peace  could 
have  influenced  the  market;  and,  there- 
fore, to  that  cause  the  fall  of  price  cannot 
be  at  all  attributed.  It  is  also  to  be  ob- 
served, that  the  very  year  after  the  return 
of  peace  in  1783,  the  price  of  grain  rose 
to  two  or  three  shillmgs,  and  upon  an 
average  of  five  years  compared  with  the 
last  ^ve  years  of  the  American  war,  five 
i^illings  per  quarter.  After  the  peace  of 
1763,  the  price  advanced  from  1/.  IGs.  to 
2/.  Is.;  the  vear  following,  and  upon  an 
average  of  five  years,  advanced  7s.  6(L  a 
fjuarter.  These  circumstances  concurring 
induce  me  to  believe,  that  the  return  of 
peace  has  had  very  little  influence  upon 
the  rapid  fall  of  the  markets  for  srain.  I 
retuTQ  then  to  a  ooDaideration  (»  all  the 


other  circumstances  before-mentioned,  and 
will  endeavour  to  trace  their  operation 
from  that  which  appears  to  me  to  have 
been  the  primary  cause,  though,  no  doubt, 
eflfects  immediately  following  have  ope- 
rated as  causes  more  powerful,  perhaps, 
than  tliat  which  was  the  original.  Tba 
first,  and  obvious  cause,  I  say,  has  been  a 
redundant  supply  in  the  markets,  a  supply 
considerably  beyond  the  demand,  and  tnat 
created  chiefly  by  the  produce  of  our  own 
agriculture.  The  importation  of  foreign 
corn  has,  no  doubt,  in  some  degree,  con- 
tributed to  the  creation  of  that  redundance; 
but  as  it  did  not  exceed  in  the  last  two 
years  tlie  average  amount  of  the  last  ten, 
it  is  evident  that  the  surplus  now  existing 
is  cliiefly  ascribable  to  the  extension  of 
our  own  growth.^ 

Permit  me.  Sir,  here  to  call  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  House  the  efiect  of  a  small 
surplus  or  deficit  of  supply  above  or  below 
the  demand  of  the  market.  It  is  perfeethr 
well  known  that  if  tiiere  is  a  small  defr' 
cicncy  of  supply,  the  price  will  rise  in  a 
ratio  far  beyond  any  proportion  of  such 
deficiency;'  the  effect  indeed  is  almost 
incalculable :  so  likewise  on  a  surplus  of 
supply  beyond  demand,  the  price  will  fall 
in  a  ratio  exceeding  almost  tenfold  the 
amount  of  such  surplus.  Com,  being  an 
article  of  prime  necessity,  is  peculiarly 
liable  to  such  variation ;  upon  a  deficit  of 
supply  the  price  is  further  advanced  by 
alarm ;  and  upon  a  surplus,  it  is  further 
diminished  by  the  difficulty  the  growers 
have  in  contracting  the  amount  of  their 
growth,  compared  to  the  means  which 
other  manufacturers  possess  of  limiting  the 
amount  of  their  manufactures. 

I  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  these  considerations,  in  order  to  show 
that  it  is  not  necessary  the  surplus  should 
be  so  large  as  mieht  at  first  appear  to  be 
requisite,  to  occasion  that  primary  depres* 
sion  of  the  price  of  grain  wnich  I  attnbute 
to  it.  I  am  aware,  that  so  fixed  has  been 
the  opinion  for  many  years  of  our  inability 
to  grow  enough  for  our  own  consumption, 
that  it  will  still  be  difficult  to  convince 
many  people  that  we  have  actually  created 
a  supply  beyond  our  demand.  I  have 
indeed  always  maintained  that  it  was  easily 
practicable  so  to  do ;  that  we  had  abun- 
dant means  for  the  purpose,  and  that  firom 
lands  wholly  uncultivated,  as  well  as  from 
those  which,  notwithstanding  our  iniproved 
agriculture  were  yetvery  miserably  farmed^ 
we  might  extract  resources,  for  more  than 
double  the  amount  of  our  present  popula* 
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tioo.     The  quantity  of  corn  ini|K>rtptl  1 
have  alvrayt  coniiuercd  as  very  trilling, 
when  compared  with  the  amount  of  our 
aggregate  consumption,  though  it  may 
operate   very    powerfully   to    depress  a 
market  already  filled,  cspeciaUy  as  the 
extent  of   what    might  be  drawn  from 
foreign  countries  cannot  ho  ascertained. 
The  average  import  of  tlie  last  twelve 
years  has  not  exceeded  a  million  of  quar- 
ters of  all  sorts  of  grain.    In  181 1  and 
1812  we  exported  more  than  we  imported; 
And  though  a  large  proportion  was  sent 
out  of  the  kingdom  for  the  supply  of  our 
own  subjects  yet  we  had  at  tnat  time  a 
great  many  foreigners  and  prisoners  within 
the  kingdom.    Let  the  House  also  recol- 
lect what  vast  imports  have  been  drawn 
from  Ireland,  and  the  quantity  of  wheat 
and  other  grain  that  has  been  furnished 
within  these  few  years  to  this  metropolis 
from  Scotland,  from  whence  formerly  none 
was  ever  received.    In  short,  throughout 
•11  parts  of  the  empire,  during  the  last 
twenty  years,   agriculture  has  certainly 
advanced  with  rapid  strides.     The  full 
effect  of  all  our  improvements  has  just 
been   completely   realized;   and  two  or 
three  gooi  harvests   from  this  extended 
and  improved  agriculture,  together  with 
continued  import,  and  demand  reduced,  | 
have  occasioned  such  a  surplus  in  the 
market,  as  very  obviously  accounts  for  tlie 
first  depression  of  the  pnce.    The  farmers 
•oon  became  alarmed,  and  began  to  expe- 
rience distress.    Their  alarm  was  increased 
by  the  rejection  of  the  com  bills  of  1813 
and  1814,  and  by  the  apparent  determina- 
tion of  the  public  to  resist  any  measure  of 
that  sort,  and  likewise  by  an  opinion  gene- 
rally entertained,  that  the  peace  would  ne- 
cessarily   restore  the  low  prices  which 
exbted  prior  to  the  war.    They  felt  also 
(xmscious  of  their  own  want  of  resources, 
and  that  they  should  be  soon  hurried  into 
the  market,  and  compelled  to  take  any 
price  that   was  offered.     It  has  been,  I 
know,  universally  believed  by  the  public, 
that  farmers  had  acquired  large  fortunes 
in  the  course  of  the  last  ten  years :  a  more 
erroneous  opinion,   however,   never  was 
formed,  and  so  tlie  result  has  proved.     It 
has  been  said,  that  the  prices  of  grain  have 
been  so  enormously  high,  that  the  farmers 
must  have  realized  great  fortunes.     Now, 
Sir,  I  deny  in  the  first  place,  that  prices 
have  been    enormously   high,    compared 
with  the  advanced  charges  of  every  kind 
to  which  agriculture  has  been  liable, — 
nay,  I  am  surprised  they  have  not  been 


much  hi;2lier.  In  the  years  of  sciTrcity 
indeed,  the  prices  wore  very  liijzli ;  Itut 
uiH>n  an  average  of  ten  years  thi'\  ii.ive 
not  been  so.  Compare  the  prices  oi'  a 
period  sometime  back  with  ilie  average 
price  of  the  last  ten  years,  take  the  amount 
of  taxation  in  each  period,  and  1  think  tlio 
House  will  see  that  I  am  fully  warranted 
in  making  this  statement.  The  average 
price  of  wheat  during  ten  years  prior  to 
the  commencement  of'  the  war  in  171)2, 
was  Vis,  per  quarter,  and  the  average 
charge  of  taxes  and  loans,  fifteen  millioni 
per  annum,  llic  average  price  of  wheat 
during  ten  year^  ending  with  181'2,  that  is, 
excluding  the  two  years  of  scarcity,  and 
the  two  last  years  of  low  price,  was  88^. 
per  quarter;  the  amount  of  taxes  and 
loans  seventy-five  millions  per  annum. 
Here  then  we  find  the  amount  of  taxation 
in  effect  quintrupled,  whilst  the  price  of 
corn  has  not  doubled ;  in  addition  to  which, 
the  proportional  amount  of  the  circulating 
medium  has  in  tlio  last  period  innnenscly 
increased. 

I  say  then,  considering  all  these  circum- 
stances, combined  with  the  vast  increase 
of  burthens  to  which  agriculture  is  exclu- 
sively liable,  and  we  shall  find  that  we  are 
not  only  not  entitled  to  call  the  price  of 
the  last  ten  years  enormously  lii^h,  hut 
we  must  rather  be  surprised  that  it  has 
not  risen  to  a  far  greater  extent.  Thus 
then,  though  agriculture  has  advanced 
rapidly,  yet  the  profits  have  not  been 
large;  and  such  has  been  the  enterprising 
spirit  of  late  years,  .which  fanners  liavc 
evinced  equally  with  all  other  classes  of 
society,  that  their  earnings  have  heen  im- 
meiliately  devoted  to  further  improve- 
ments, and  their  capitals  have  been  sunk 
in  the  amelioration  of  their  lands,  which 
in  a  thousand  instances  will  now  turn  out 
to  have  been  irrecoverably  tlirown  away. 
As  to  the  extravagance  with  which  they 
have  been  charged,  it  is  mere  prejudice 
to  ascribe  to  them  a  greater  portion  of  it 
than  is  equally  attributable  to  other  mem- 
bers of  the  community.  The  truth  is,  as 
fast  as  they  could  realize  or  borrow  money, 
they  employed  it  in  the  purchase  or  im- 
provement of  land ;  and  the  facilities  of 
obtaining  credit  in  late  years  have  uni- 
versally stimulated  this  practice.  In  this 
situation,  can  we  he  surprised  at  their 
alarm  and  their  distress?  The  pric 3  con- 
tinued to  fail  till  their  property  (iiminisIiLd 
one-half,  and  their  creditori  press  for  the 
repayment  of  advances,  which  they  now 
begin  to  cun^idcr  no  longer  ^afe.    In  this 
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state  of  things  confidence  is  universally 
shaken,  aixd  away  goes  an  immense  pro- 
portion of  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  banks,  which  in  nict  was  founded 
upon  the  value  of  the  products  of  the  land. 
Here  then  we  begin  to  feel  the  conse- 

auences  of  a  loss  of  that  circulating  me- 
ium,  which  before  had  been  so  abun- 
dant ;   and  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
what  may  be  the  extent  of  the  evils  that 
may  arise  from  the  rapid  withdrawing  so 
extensive  a  quantity  of  currency,  with 
which  the  country  banks,  by  issue  of  their 
notes,  and  by  otlier  means,  furnished  to 
$be  demand  of  the  public.     I  am  far  from 
denying  the  advantages  of  a  paper  cur- 
rency, more  especially  when  kept  within 
limits,  by  the  power  of  the  holder  to  de- 
niand  payment  in  specie.    Unlimited  as  it 
has  been,  I  attribute  very  much  to  its  ope- 
ration the  vast  extension  of  our  commer- 
cial, manufacturing,  and  agricultural  pro- 
ductions.   A  paper  currency,  or  circula- 
ting medium,  is  in  fact  a  credit  currency, 
which  has  the  effect  of  converting  a  dor- 
mant capital  into  a  state  of  immediate 
activity ;  whilst  at  the  same  time,  by  iu 
iacreasing    abundance,  it  enhances   the 
prices  of  all  articles  produced.    I  believe 
all  writers  upon  political  economy  have 
agreed,  that  an  increasing  amount  of  cir- 
culating medium,  together  with  the  con- 
sequent advance  of  price  of  aU  commo- 
dities, has  been  uniformly  beneficial   to 
the  industrious  class  of  the  communit}'. 
These  effects  have  been  strongly  felt  by 
the  increasing  amount  of  this  credit  cir- 
culation of  late  years,  whibt  at  the  same 
time  the  power  it  has  afforded  of  employ- 
ing capital,  has  multiplied  all  the  products 
of  industry  in  a  very  rapid  degree*    To 
exemplify  its  effects,  take  the  case  of  an 
enterprising  farmer,  for  instance;  let  us 
suppose  him,  witli  a  limited  capital,  in  the 
occupation  of  an  extensive  farm ;  at  the 
end  of  harvest  he  sees  his  yards  and  barns 
loaded  with  the  fruits  of  an  abundant  sea- 
son, he  is  anxious  to  make  improvements 
in  a  variety  of  ways,  but  has  not  the  means 
of  so  doing  till  his  crops  can  be  brought 
to  market ;  instead  of  waiting  that  event, 
the  fiicilities  of  credit  in  late  years  have 
enabled  him  at  once  to  command  a  sum 
on  the  security  of  this  corn,  and  thus  he 
is  enabled,  with   a  rapidity  unknown  in 
former  times,  to  improve  those  sources  of 
production,  which  keep  continually  multi- 
plying as  they  advance,  till  at  length  they 
nave  overgrown  the  demand.    OUier  ma- 
nu&cturcsi  I  believe,  have  increased  from 


the  same  cause,  and  in  the  same  propor- 
tion ;  so  that,  in  fact,  they  have  also  over- 
loaded the  market.    The  demand  for  all 
commodities,  and  the  home  and  foreign 
markets,  are  completely  overdone.     It  is 
true  that  the  war  demand,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, save  the  first  moving  spring  to  the 
production  of  corn  and  all  other  articles  ; 
the  consequence  of  the  war  likewise,  by 
giving  us  more  complete  possession  of  the 
home  and  foreign  markets,  has  power- 
fully operated,    and   then    followed  the 
magical  effects  of  this  extensive  credit 
circulation  which  I  have  endeavoured  to' 
describe.    The  period  is  now  come,  when 
we  are  to  experience  the  evil  attendant 
upon  such  a  system,  the  extent  of  which 
it  is  impossible  to  estimate.     If  an  abun- 
dant credit  circulation  is  productive   of 
the  advantages  above  stated,  it  must  be 
admitted  likewise  that  it  is  attended  with 
great  danger  under  any  circumstances  of 
national  difficulty  or  alarm.     If  any  large 
class  of  the  opulent  part  of  the  people 
fiEill  into  distress,  calamities  must  ensue, 
to  which  we  otherwise  should  not  be  so 
much  exposed  ;   and  we  cannot  be  sur- 
prised, that  under  the  pressure  which  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land  at  present 
sustain,    difficulties    unparalleled    should 
have  arisen.    Let  us.  Sir,  consider  for  a 
moment,  what  the  amount  in  value  of  the 
annual  product  of  the  land  has  been.    An 
estimate  of  this  sort,  I  know,  is  difficult ; 
but  I  will  form  it  upon  data,  which  I  think 
will  be  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose : 
the  rental  under  the  property  tax  act  is 
fifly- seven  millions,  the  gross  produce  of 
the  land  cannot  be  less  than  four  times 
that  amount ;  it  used  to  be  reckoned  three ; 
I  believe  now  it  is  nearer  five ;  but  I  will 
take  it  at  four,  which  gives  two  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  millions  for  the  annual 
produce  of  the  land^-suppose  two  hundred 
millions.    The  value  of  these  products  is 
fallen  one  half  since  1812.     Here  is  a  loss 
of  one  hundred  millions  of  annual  receipt 
by  thje  farmers ;  a  diminution,  also,  of  one 
half  of  the  value  of  farming  stock  has  taken 
place ;  upon  which  stock,  and  annual  pro- 
duce, the  whole  currency  of  the  country 
banks  has  in  fact  been  founded.    €an  we 
be  surprised  from  such  a  loss  of  property 
that  such  consequences  should  have  fol- 
lowed—the whole  community  going  on, 
as  it  were,  upon  credit  ?    Such  a  change 
has  been  sufficient  almost  to  produce  a 
financial   revolution ;    and    what    conse- 
quences are  yet  to  follow,  I  am  quite  at  a 
loss  even  to  conjecture.    At  one  time, 
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the  excessive  abundance  of  circulating 
medium  created  the  greatest  alarm  from 
the  extreme  to  which  it  appeared  verging 
in  that  direction.  Now  tliis  abundance 
has  vanished,  and  it  may  so  completely 
disappear,  that  the  prices  of  commodities 
nay  fall  to  the  standard  at  which  they 
were  150  years  ago.  I  say,  there  is  no- 
thing which  will  necessarily  prevent  its  so 
falling,  nor  are  there  an}'  means  to  force  a 
re-issue  of  this  paper  currency,  which  has 
thus  vanished  in  a  moment ;  nothing  but 
a  revival  qf  the  value  o\'  that  on  which  it 
was  founded  can  accomplish  this  object. 
If  the  value  of  land  and  the  produce  of 
land  shall  be  in  any  degree  restored,  con- 
fidence will  in  proportion  return,  and  banks 
will  by  degrees  resume  their  credits  and 
re-is6ue  their  notes,  though  probably  not 
to  the  same  extent  they  have  done. 

There  is  one  other  cause  to  which  I 
also  attribute  in  part  the  progressive  fall 
in  the  price  of  grain,  though,  like  some 
other  causes,  it  has  been  an  effect  in  the 
first  instance ;  and  that  is,  diminished  con- 
aumption,  in  consequence  of  diminished 
earnings  of  the  laborious  classes.  How- 
ever fast  the  price  of  provisions  has  fallen, 
the  earnings  of  labour  have  recently  fallen 
faster  still ;  so  that  those  who  live  by  the 
labour  of  their  hands  cannot  command  so 
much  of  the  comforts  of  life  as  when  they 
were  nearly  double  the  price  which  they 
now  are.  Thus  we  may  go  on,  unless  a 
change  speedily  takes  place,  in  a  course 
of  progressive  impoverishment,  the  con- 
sequence of  progressively  diminishing  con- 
sumption. 

And  here.  Sir,  we  see  one  most  alarm- 
ing consequence  of  our  present  situation  ; 
the  laborious  classes  are  suffering  in  a  dc- 

ri  quite  unexampled— they  appear  to 
starving,  as  it  were,  in  the  midst  of 
plenty:  the  productive  industry  of  the 
country  is  absolutely  suspended ;  and  the 
sources  of  future  harvests  are  rapidly 
fidling  into  decay.  Nor  is  it  only  from 
the  deprivation  of  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life,  that  the  laborious  pea- 
■antry  at  present  suffer — they  are  more 
seriously  grieved  at  the  loss  of  their  inde- 
pendence ;  they  can  no  longer  command 
a  market  for  their  labour ;  tlieir  labour  is 
their  property,  and  a  property  it  is — infi- 
nitely valuable  to  the  state.  So  long  as 
there  is  a  demand  for  it,  they  can  treat 
npon  equal  terms  with  those  to  whom  it 
is  necessary.  Now  they  are  obliged  to 
'beg  for  employment,  however  industrious 
•they  may  be ;'  their  industry  is  do  longer 


wanted  ;  and  an  exchange  for  it  by  their 
employers  is  considered  as  a  favour.  Thus 
situated,  it  is  impossible  their  minds  should 
not  be  irritated,  and  their  feelings  injured ; 
they  cannot  fail  to  consider  themselves 
degraded,  their  independence  lost,  and 
their  moral  character  will  be  inevitably 
changed  and  deteriorated;  and  there  is 
nothing,  I  think,  more  seriously  to  be 
apprehended  from  our  present  distress 
than  the  effects  thus  produced  on  the 
lower  class  of  people. 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  turn  from  the  contem- 
plation of  this  gloomy  picture,  and  con- 
sider what  prospect  there  is  of  remedy,  or 
what  means  we  have  of  affording  relief. 
If  I  am  right  in  attributing  the  primary 
cause  of  all  these  calamities  to  the  effects 
of  a  surplus  in  the  market  beyond  the  de- 
mand, tiie  remedy  must  be  found  in  taking 
oft'  that  surplus,  or  it  will  remedy  itself  in 
a  short  time  by  a  reduction  of  supply.  The 
danger  is,  that  the  present  abundant  sup- 
ply should  be  converted  into  an  alarming 
deHciency :  nay,  there  is  not  only  a  danger, 
but  a  certainty  that  such  will  very  soon  be 
the  case.  The  diminution  of  the  produce 
must  be  rapid  in  the  extreme.  No  man 
who  has  the  least  knowledge  of  farming 
can  fail  to  see  how  speedily  the  growth  of 
corn  will  be  reduced ;  nor  can  we  expect 
to  avoid  an  absolute  scarcity  in  the  course 
of  two  or  three  years,  if  the  difficulties 
under  which  the  farmers  labour  should 
continue  so  long.  How  avert  this  cala- 
mity? How  improve  the  markets,  and  re- 
lieve the  farmers'  distress  ?  are  questions, 
no  doubt,  very  difticult  to  solve.  But  I 
cannot  help  thinking  some  measures  might 
be  adopted,  which  would  materially  con- 
tribute to  their  assistance,  as  well  as  to 
the  general  benefit  of  the  community  at 
large.  The  relief  must  come,  in  the  first 
instance,  partly  from  an  increased  price  of 
grain  and  other  produce  of  land,  the  con- 
sequence of  on  increased  demand ;  partly 
from  diminished  taxation,  which,  whilst 
it  reduces  the  cost  price  of  the  article,  will 
also  increase  the  consumption. 

This  latter  mode  of  relief  is  the  more 
obvious,  and  infinitely  more  to  be  desired. 
At  the  same  time,  no  diminution  of  taxes 
can  be  sufficient  to  relieve,  unless  accom- 
panied by  an  advanced  price;  that  is  to 
say,  no  adequate 'diminution  of  taxes  can 
be  accomplished,  if  faith  is  to  be  preserved 
to  the  public  creditor.  The  lowest  possi- 
ble peace  establishment,  combined  with 
the  interest  of  the  national  debt,  would 
amount  to  50,000,000/.  per  annum.    It  is 
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nine  years,  that  is  to  say,  from  1686  to 
1765,  was  SSs,  2d.,  beine  ^d,  below  the 
price  of  the  general  markets  of  Europe ; 
whereas,  for  nioety-one  years  prior  to 
the  act  of  Charles  2nd,  the  price  of 
wheat  in  England  was  very  consider- 
ably above  the  European  average.  This 
act  of  Charles  2nd,  and  more  especially  the 
bounty  act  of  king  William,  attended  by 
the  consequences  which  accompanied,  if 
they  did  not  flow  from  it,  excited  much  of 
the  attention  and  admiration  of  Europe. 
This  might  be  shown,  by  adverting  to  a 
▼ariety  of  publications  of  that  date.  I 
shall  only  notice  one,  which  accompanied 
an  edict  of  the  French  government  in  the 
year  1764.  It  is  a  speech  addressed  to 
the  parliament  of  Brittany,  by  Monsieur 
De  Caradeuc  de  la  Chalotais,  procureur- 
general,  upon  delivering  to  them  that 
edict.  In  speaking  of  uis  country,  and 
of  the  effect  of  the  law  giving  a  bounty  on 
the  exportation  of  corn,  he  says,  **  at  the 
time  we  unfortunately  forbad  the  expor- 
tatipn  of  corn,  our  neighbours  encouraged 
and  rewarded  it.  They  (the  English)  in 
consequence  tilled  with  emulation,  tneir 
fields  were  covered  with  abundance ;  and 
in  those  years  of  want,  we,  who  formerly 
used  to  sell  them  wheat,  were  obliged  to 
pay  them  the  tribute  of  that  encourage- 
ment which  they  gave  their  fellow  citizens. 
In  three  years  the  English  received  from 
France  10,465,000  livres.  The  conse- 
quences of  our  b^d  administration  have 
been,  first,  that  France  dare  not  cultivate 
more  than  her  own  wants  require,  and  not 
being  able  ever  to  elevate  her  views  above 
what  is  barely  necessary,  she  must  infal- 
libly ofiten  fall  below,  and  consequently 
remain  exposed  to,  all  the  accidents  of 
bad  seasons  and  short  crops."*  Such,  Sir, 
I  am  afraid  is  the  situation  of  this  country 
now.  The  difierence  between  the  price 
of  corn  in  this  country  and  Europe,  in 
consequence  of  our  taxation  and  various 
other  circumstances,  is  generally  so  great, 
that  we  can  rarely  expect  to  find  a  foreign 
market  for  any  part  of  it.  If  a  bounty  on 
the  export  or  com  was  at  any  time  de- 
sirable, it  is  certainly  at  this  time  more  so 
than  ever.  I  am  aware  indeed  of  the 
strong  opinions  which  exist  against  this 
measure,  and  do  not  say  I  should  be  san- 
guine of  very  advantageous  results,  even 
if  it  was  adopted.  At  the  same  time  I 
should  be  extremely  glad  in  this  moment 
of  difficulty  to  have  the  trial  made.  It 
appears  to  me  quite  certaui,  if  our  present 
surplus  produce  is  disposed  of  at  a  great 


loss,  the  source  from  whence  it  springs 
will  be  destroyed,  and  which  otherwise 
would  be  available  in  future  years.  No 
disadvantage  can  be  shown  to  have  fol- 
lowed the  constant  application  of  a  very 
high  bounty  during  the  period  above  re- 
ferred to.  That  it  did  not  produce  a  high 
price  during  that  time  is  quite  clear :  the 
records  of  prices  prove  that  to  demonstra- 
tion. The  opponents  of  a  bounty  have, 
on  the  other  nand,  sometimes  endeavoured 
to  show,  that  the  low  price  of  the  export- 
ing period  was  owing  to  the  poverty  of 
the  country  at  that  time;  but  I  do  not 
believe  they  can  have  any  data  on  which 
to  found  such  an  assertion.  By  looking 
to  the  accounts  of  exports  and  imports, 
and  other  documents  of  a  similar  nature, 
it  appears,  that  the  wealth  and  population 
of  the  country  progressively  advanced  at 
that  time  in  a  ratio  nearly  equal  to  any 
other.  If,  then,  the  advantages  attendant 
upon  the  bounty  are  not  allowed  to  be 
attributable  to  it,  surely  it  cannot  be 
charged  with  having  been  the  cause  of 
any  evil ;  and  by  teaching  the  farmer  to 
extend  his  views  of  market  beyond  the 
home  demand,  it  must,  at  all  events,  create 
a  stimulus  to  his  industry,  and  an  «ncou-. 
ragement  to  enterprize,  always  productive 
of  advantage  to  the  public. 

There  is  another  important  object  to 
which  I  am  desirous  of  drawing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  and  that  is,  the  means 
of  equalizing  the  varying  supply  of  suc- 
ceeding years  by  carrying  over  the  sur- 
plus of  an  abundant  season  to  one  that 
may  be  deficient.  This  is  the  wisest  and 
best  policy  that  can  be  pursued,  both  as 
respects  the  ^ower  and  the  consumer. 
Wherever  capital  is  thus  employed,  the 
best  consequences  follow  to  the  public  at 
large. 

If  an  abundant  harvest  produces  loss 
instead  of  advantage  to  the  grower,  what 
Sncouragement  for  future  production  ? 

It  is  rather  singular,  that  at  this  mo- 
ment no  purchases  are  made  even  at  the 
depressed  price  of  the  market,  in  reserva- 
tion of  future  demand.  No  merchant 
will  venture  upon  the  formation  of  any 
stores  for  this  purpose,  however  desirable 
and  beneficial  such  an  application  of  ca- 
pital appears  to  be. 

But,  Sir,  the  truth  is,  the  permission  to 
warehouse  foreign  corn  in  this  country  at 
all  times,  duty  free,  indisputably  has  the 
effect  of  preventing  the  formation  of  such 
stores,  as  I  can  have  no  doubt  would 
otherwise  be  created  from  our  own  pro* 
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fluce.  It  is  quite  ob?iou8»  1  think,  that  {  couragemcDt  be  afTordcd  to  those  whose 
such  must  be  the  case,  llie  unliniitod  properties,  skill,  aiiU  industry,  arc  dc? oted 
accumulation  of  foreign  com  necessarily  -  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  i  is  there 
prevents  any  considerable  reservation  of  any  dilfcri'nt  feelings  between  the  cuhi- 
our  own. — I  say  then,  8ir,  1  should,  with-  vator  of  the  soil  and  any  other  munuiac* 
out  the  least  hesitation,  propose  the  re-  turcr?  Is  he  not  actuated  by  the  same 
peal  of  so  much  of  the  act  of  last  session  motives  ?  Ktimuhited  by  the  same  desire  of 
for  the  regulation  of  the  corn  trade,  as  .  his  own  advantage  ?  And  is  he  not  jus^tly 
permits  the  warehousing  of  foreign  corn,  ,  entitled  to  be  put  upon  an  equal  footing  > 
at  all  times,  duty  free.  The  fact,  however,  is,  that  he  neither  is 

In  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  country',  equally  protected  nor  encouraged ;  and, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  it  might  be  ad-  ,  upon  the  return  of  peace,  a  quantity  of 
visable  to  go  further,  and  try  the  effect  of  ;  articles  have  began  to  flow  in  Ufwin  the 
measures  which  could  not,  by  any  means,  British  markets,  by  which  thoy  %vill  be 
be  warranted  by  ordinary  circumstances,  speedily  deluged,  and  the  Britis^h  g:owcr 
In  order  to  induce  a  more  immediate  ap-  !  ultimately  destroyed.  In  the  liist  place, 
propriatioD  of  our  present  extraordinary  there  are  a  variety  of  seeds  which  this  soil 
abundance,  I  think  it  miglit  be  expedient  and  climate  arc  equally  capable  of  pro- 
to  assist  those  individuals  who  may  be  ducing  with  any  countries  of  the  continent, 
disposed  so  to  employ  their  capital  by  a  I  The  first  that  occurs  to  nic  to  mention  is 
loan  of  exchequer  bills  to  a  limited 
amount.  The  advance  to  each  individual 
should  not  exceed  the  amount  of  half  the 
value  of  the  grain  purchased,  which  should 
be  deposited  in  warehouses  under  the 
king's  lock.  The  public  would  thus  be 
secured  from  any  possible  loss ;  and,  in 
case  of  necessity,  we  should  have  sr  reserve 
of  com  that  might  turn  out  essentially 
uselbi. 


rape-seed,  the  importation  of  which  h 
advanced  from  an  avera^zc  of  7000  quarters 
per  annun  daring  the  war,  to  between 
80  and  90,000;  and  it  is  impo&sihie  to 
calculate  how  far  this  quantity  may  be 
further  extended.  This  might  equally 
well  be  furnished  from  diiierent  parts  of 
the  united  empire:  5  or  <>0(MK)i)  bushels 
of  linseed  have  also  been  imported,  which 
might  as  well  be  grown  at  home,  and  I 


Tiiere  are  a  great  variety  of  articlcic,  |  understand  Briti»h  linseed  is  ^upjriur  in 
the  produce  of  the  soil,  which,  though  •  quality  to  that  which  we  receive  from 
very  inferior  in  importance  to  corn,  are  ;  abroad.  Other  seeds  also,  such  as  mus- 
yet  wortiiy  of  consideration,  inasmuch  as  I  tard,  carraway,  canary,  and  clover  seed, 
they  form  collectively  a  considerable  pro-  j  are  also  imported  to  a  considerable  extent, 
portion  of  the  products  of  agriculture,  and  |  I  have  little  doubt  the  growth  of  these 
which  are  very  insufficiently  protected  seeds  would  occupy  60,000  acres  of  land, 
against  the  competition  of  other  countries,  ,  in  a  state  of  cultivation  ready  to  grow 
where,  in  conseouence  of  taxation  much  wheat ;  %o  that,  supposiiig  them  capable 
below  that  which  we  arc  under  the  ne-  \  of  producing  three  quarters  per  acre,  their 
cessity  of  bearing,  they  can  be  brought  to  \  occupation  by  the  growth  of  seeds  would 
market  by  them  at  a  much  cheaper  rate,  j  take  180,000  quarters  of  wheat  out  of  the 
It  is,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  to  give  to  ,  market,  which  at  another  time,  if  our 
all  these  articles  the  same  protection  which  produce  should  fall  below  our  demand, 
is  afforded  to  all  other  manufactures.  It  i  would  again  be  available  for  the  growth 
is  by  the  application  of  capital  and  industry  \  of  wheat.  Neither  is  it  less  necessary  to 
that  all  the  produce  of  land  is  acquired,  j  protect  and  encourage  the  production  of 
as  well  as  in  the  case  of  all  other  manu-  ■  our  pasture  lands,  which  evidently  appear 
factures ;  and  to  make  people  employ  their  i  to  run  the  same  danger  of  being  over- 
capital  on  the  soil,  they  must  be  put  on  <  whelmed  by  the  importation   of   similar 


an  equal  footing  with  those  who  apply  their 
crapital  and  labour  to  other  manufactures. 
Now,  if  such  is  the  policy  of  this  countr}', 
that  no  one  article  of  home  manufacture 


articles  from  foreign  countries,  which  all 
at  once  have  flowed  in  upon  us  since  the 
peace.  For  instance,  tallow,  cheese, 
butter ;  of  the  two  latter  articles,  nearly 


fails   to  receive  from  the  legislature   an  ;  3<X),000cwt.  have  been  imported  in  the 


ample  protection  from  foreign  competition 
in  the  home  market,  by  high  duties,  and 
is  encouraged  to  export  to  foreign  coun- 
tries by  bounties  and  drawbacks,  why 
should  not  the  same  protection  and  en- 
(  VOL.  XXXIII.J 


last  year,  which  amount  ni-arly  to  the 
growth  of  250,000  acres.  Tlie  supply  of 
these  articles  is  of  vast  importance  to  Ire- 
land, the  distress  of  which  country,  I  be- 
lieve, if  possibtei  exceeds  that  of  any  part 
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of  Great  Britain.  The  importation  of 
tallow  has,  all  at  once,  riaen  also  from 
about  16,000  tona  in  the  year  1813,  to 
about  28,000  in  the  year  1815.  There 
IB  also  another  most  important  article,  the 
import  of  which  has  suddenly  increased  to 
an  extent  proportionably  greater  even  tlian 
those  which  t  have  just  mentioned ;  that 
article  is  wool.  Toe  amount  imported 
fose,  all  at  once,  from  7,000,000/.  to 
upwards  of  15,000,000/L  It  is  indeed 
but  a  very  few  yean  aso,  that  the  average 
import  did  not  exceed  three  or  four.  I 
know  that  the  expediency  of  a  considera- 
ble duty  upon  the  import  of  wool  will  be 
much  disputed ;  apd  indeed  there  may  be 
variety  of  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  very 
bigh  duties  upon  the  other  articles  just 
mentioned.  1  shall  not  now  enter  into 
any  particular  examination  of  the  argu- 
ments that  may  be  urged  by  different 
persons  interested  in  theic  growth  or  in 
their  consumption;  1  will  only  observe, 
that  the  same  reasons  exist  in  each  case 
for  protection  to  the  home  producer.  It 
impossible  we  can    contend   in    the 


sible.  I  have  suggested  nothing  which 
practice  and  experience  do  not  fully 
warrant.  Except  the  proposed  assistance 
of  government  by  the  loan  of  Exchequer 
bilb,  there  is  no  one  expedient  which  is 
not  strictly  conformable  to  the  long  esta- 
blished policy  of  tills  country;  there  is 
none  of  which  we  have  not  had  full  expe- 
rience by  the  constant  practice  of  the  last 
hundred  years ;  there  is  none  which  is  not 
equally  applicable  to  the  situation  of  this 
country,  even  if  they  were  not  called  for 
by  the  unexampled  distress  in  which  we 
6nd  ourselves  involved.  That  they  would 
be  effectual,  I  cannot  pretend  to  assert ; 
but  of  this  I  am  convinced,  that  it  is  not 
one  or  two  trifling  half  measures  that  can 
be  of  any  avail ;  every .  wheel  must  be 
put  in  motion  together,  to  give  us  any 
chance  of  accomplishing  our  object. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  must  again  advert 
to  what  I  consider  the  first,  the  most 
practicable  and  efficient  means  of  speedy 
relief,  and  which  roust  consist  in  a  very 
large  reduction  of  taxation,  particularly 
of  the  several  duties  upon  barley.    I  have 


market,  in  the  production  of  those  com-  I  before  said,  that  I  am  perfectly  aware. 


modities,  with  countries  wliere  taxation 
has  not  run  to  the  extent  which  it  has  in 
this.  Our  own  produce  must  therefore  be 
annihilated,  if  it  is  not,  by  means  of  heavy 
duties,  placed  at  least  upon  an  equal 
looting  with  that  oC  other  countries.  It 
cannot  be  wise  to  destroy  any  part  of  the 
produce  of  our  own  soil ;  if  the  manufac- 
turer requires  to  have  woqI^  rape-seed  oil, 
or  any  other  article,  will  be  not  eventu- 
ally be  injured  by  the  ruin  of  our  own 
frowth,  which  must  in  great  part  furnish 
is  demand  ?  Will  he  not  likewise,  in 
proportion  as  he  injures  and  diminishes 
the  produce  of  British  agriculture,  pro- 


nome  market  for  the  sale  of  his  manufac- 
tured goods  ?  These  arguments  apply  to 
all  situations,  and  all  tiroes  but  mudi  more 
forcibly  to  the  present,  in  as  much  as  the 
return  of  peace  has  brought  such  a  re- 
dundancy of  each  suddenly  into  the 
British  market,  which  certainly  has  not 
been  called  for  by  any  proportionate  in- 
creased demand.  Each  of  these  articles 
are  at  present  subject  to  duties  on  im- 
portation, with  drawback  on  export ;  but 
times  have  rendered  those  duties  totally 
nugatory,  and  yet  the  protection  they 
formerly  gave  is  more  necessary  than  ever. 
In  short,  Sir,  every  effort  must  be  used 
which  prudent  policy  can  suggest,  to  give 
to  our  agriculture  every  advantage  pos« 


that  minbters  are  by  no  means  prepared 
to  accede  to  such  a  reduction  of  taxes  as 
would  be  necessary  to  produce  any  essen- 
tial benefit.  I  know  that  it  would  derange, 
and  indeed  totally  alter  their  whole  system 
of  finance  for  the  year ;  but  I  would  in- 
treat  tliem  to  consider,  how  it  can  be 
possible  to  realize  that  revenue  of  which 
they  have  formed  an  expectation,  if  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  sliould  continue 
in  its  present  impoverished  condition. 
The  land  at  present  actually  pays  no  rent 
at  all ;  the  viilue  of  the  produce  of  arable 
land  does  not  even  cover  the  charges 
upon  it,  independent  of  any  rent  what- 


pofiionably  diminish  the  extent  of  the    ever;  thousands  and  thousands  of  acres 


are  already  wholly  untenanted,  and  fast 
returning  into  a  state  of  absolute  steri- 
lity. Is  not  the  land  the  chief  source  of 
our  revenue?  If  we  measure  it  by  the 
property  tax,  we  find  that  the  land  yields 
eight-elevenths  ofall  the  productive  sources 
of  revenue;  of  14,000,000  raised  by  the 
property  tax,  very  nearly  eight  arise  from 
the  landlord  and  tenant ;  about  three  from 
trades  and  manufactures,  and  three  from 
funds  and  offices.  These  latter  cannot  be 
considered  as  sources  of  productive  reve- 
nue, as  they  in  fact  arise  out  of  the  former. 
How  can  we  then  expect  revenue  under 
such  circumstances  ?  If  we  advert  again 
to  the  estimate  I  have  before  made,  of 
the  value  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
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landy  which,  I  suppose  in  1812,  to  be 
200^000*000,  and  which  is  now  reduced  in 
value  to  one  half,  viz.  to  100,000,000 ;  and 
if  we  take  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxa- 
tion to  be  SO  per  cent,  thereon,  which  is, 
in  all  probability,  as  little  as  it  can  be,  we 
find  a  loss  at  once- of  30,000,000  per 
amiOQK  If  the  diminution  of  value  is 
€Mi]jr  one-third,  instead  of  a  half,  the  loss 
of  revenue  will  be  20,000,000. 

Let  us  make  the  estimate  in  another 
way.  Take  the  number  of  quarters  of  all 
sorts  of  grain  grown  in  the  united  em- 
|mre  at  40,000,000  of  quarters,  which  it 
IS  generally  allowed  to  be;  suppose 
10,000,000  quarters  of  wheat  fallen  40f. 
per  quarter,  barley  10,000,000,  20«.  per 
quarter,  oats,  peas,  and  beans,  the  re- 
mainder, also  20f.  per  quarter,  allow  only 
15,000,000^.  for  all  other  produce  of  the 
laiul,  and  at  this  calculation  we  find  a 
reduction  of  70,000,000,  which,  at  SO 
per  cent,  shows  a  loss  to  the  revenue  of 
SliO00,O0O/. 

I  do  not  see  that  there  can  be  any  fal- 
lacy in  this  statement,  and  it  exhibits  a 
most  alarming  prospect ;  and  yet  his 
majesty's  ministers  seem  to  be  absolutely 
blind  to  the  danger,  quite  ignorant  of,  and 
unprovided  against  it.  Toey  are  going 
on  with  their  plans  of  finance  just  as  if  the 
countnr  was  in  the  most  flounshing  condi- 
tion; nave  determined  upon  the  appro- 
priation of  every  shilling  of  the  sinking 
fund  to  the  liquidation  of  the  national 
debt;  and  determined  to  force  up  the 
funds  by  some  means  or  other.  They 
assume  that  the  rise  of  the  funds  will  be 
beneficial  to  the  land  owners  and  occu- 
piers, and  so,  no  doubt,  it  would,  if  they 
were  rising  in  consequence  of  the  rising 
prosperity  of  the  country,  but  not  if  they 
are  lifted  (the  possibility  of  which,fby-the- 
bye,  1  much  deubt)  by  draining  to  the  very 
dregs  the  property  of  all  other  dassesof  the 
community.  1  readily  admit  the  full  advan- 
tage of  the  siokingfund,if  the  means  of  sup- 
p^ii^  it  can  be  extracted  from  the  coun- 
try without  diminishing  its  productive 
powers.  I  admit  also,  that  its  full  effi- 
cacy is  to  be  felt  in  a  time  of  peace,  when 
the  resources  of  the  country  may  exceed 
its  expenditure.  Ministers,  I  suppose,  have 
,  sangumely  formed  to  themselves  an  opi- 
nion, that  this  prosperous  state  of  things 
has  now  arrived.  They  would,  no  doubt, 
rejoice  if  such  was  the  reality*  So  fisr 
fran  being  right,  however,  in  this  expec- 
tation, I  am  quite  convinced  there  never 
was  a  BKNDcnt  whan  such  hopes  weiw  so 


little  likely  to  be  realized.  It  soon  will  be 
found,  if  It  is  not  already  felt,  that  we  are 
in  a  situation  of  financial  difficulty  quite 
unparalleled.  Instead  of  indulging  such 
fallacious  hopes  as  ministers  seem  to  ha? e 
formed,  they  should  have  devoted  their 
first  thoughts  to  rescue  the  country  from 
the  unparalleled  distress  into  which  it  has 
fallen,  as  also  to  the  utmost  possible  alle- 
viation of  the  people  from  the  weight  of 
taxation  under  which  they  labour.  In 
order  to  do  this,  I  am  aware  we  must 
avail  ourselves  of  the  sinking  fund  to  a 
very  large  amount.  I  have  already  said, 
that  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  advantage 
of  a  sinking  fund  under  circumstances 
different  from  those  in  which  we  are  now 
placed.  But  I  am  confident  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  sinking  fiind  now,  to  the 
extent  proposed,  will  hurry  the  country 
into  absolute  ruin.  It  will  be  a  sinking 
fund  which  will  plunge  us  still  further  into 
difficulties  inextricable.  In  the  applica- 
tion of  a  sinking  fund,  I  see  no  difference 
between  the  situation  of  an  individual  and 
that  of  the  country  at  large.  Suppose  a 
manufacturer  or  nurmer  working  upon  a 
borrowed  capital ;  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  is  desirable,  as  his  property  in- 
creases, he  should  establish  a  fund  for  the 
gradual  diminution  of  his  debts ;  and  we 
will  suppose  him  for  that  purpose  to  lay 
aside  a  specific  sum  annudly.  If,  how- 
ever, that  sum,  producing  5  per  cent, 
annually,  would  produce  SO  applied  te 
his  manufiKture,  he  would  be  a  loser  of 
25  per  cent,  upon  the  sum  applied  to  his 
sinking  fund.  The  case,  however,  would 
be  stronger  a  thousand  fold,  if,  in  order  to 
sustain  his  sinking  fund,  the  manufacturer 
should  rob  his  steam-engine  of  its  fuel,  or 
if  the  farmer  should  for  the  same  purpose 
starve  his  horses  and  impoverish  his  land. 
However  strong  this  comparison  may  ap- 
pear, I  contend  that  we  are  identicafly 
doing  the  same  thing,  if  in  order  to  main- 
tain our  sinking  fund  in  this  moment  of 
unprecedented  embarrassment,  we  exhaust 
the  sinews  of  our  strength,  by  exacting 
that  excessive  amount  of  taxation  which 
it  is  proposed  to  drain  from  the  exhausted 
pockets  of  the  people.  If  we  persist  in  so 
doing,  I  am  persuaded  we  shall  rapidly 
diminish  the  productive  sources  or  the 
country,  and  arive  the  people  into  a  state 
of  distress  little  short  or  despair. 

I  say,  then,  instead  of  priding  ourselves 
upon  leaving  untouched  a  sinking  fund  of 
14,000,0001;  per  annum,  instead  of  flatter- 
ing ounielves  with  the  expectation  of  being 
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«ble  thus  to  sustain  the  prices  of  stocks, 
we  should  bend  our  whole  thoughts  to  the 
immediate  relief  of  die  country  from  the 
taxation  which  over  whelms  it,  and  we 
should  adopt  every  other  possible  means 
to  restore  the  former  prosperity  of  our 
agriculture,  which  has  recently  undergone 
80  fatal  a  change,  and  which  must  occa- 
sion in  its  fall  the  same  distress  to  all  other 
jclasses  of  the  community. 

If  the  House  should  a<;rec  to  go  into  a 
committee,  1  shall  take  the  liberty  of  pro- 
{)osing  certain  resolutions  as  the  basis  of 
several  different  measures  applicable  to 
the  relief  of  the  agriculture  of  rhecountry ; 
and  which  I  think  ought  to  be  adopted 
without  delay.  1  do  not  pretend  to  assert 
ihat  they  would  be  adequate  to  the  neces- 
jsity  of  the  case ;  but  I  think  they  could 
not  fail  o(  affording  very  considerable  re- 
lief 

I  repeat  my  conviction,  that  no  danger 
«an  arise  from  their  adoption ;  that  they 
are  founded  upon  the  known  and  esta- 
blished policy  of  the  country,  and  as  such 
iare  obviously  the  first  means  to  be  tried, 
before  we  are  compelled  to  have  recourse 
jto  any  others  of  a  different  nature. 

I  would  now,  sir,  take  the  liberty  of 
reading  to  the  House  the  Resolutions  which 
I  have  drawn  up;  and  which  1  have  done 
OS  concisely  as  possible. 

1.  *•  That  the  portion  of  the  community, 
.whose  capitals  arc  engaged  in  agricul- 
iture,  as  well  as  those  numerous  classes 
whose  employment  depends  thereon,  are 
at  present  suffioring  under  the  pressure  of 
unexampled  distress. 

2.  *'  That  the  continuance  of  such  dis- 
tress is  fraught  with  extreme  danger  to 
the  most  important  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. 

S.  *'  That  the  demand  for  the  extended 
produce  of  our  agriculture  is,  at  this  time, 
insufficient  to  produce  that  price,  which  is 
necessary  to  cover  die  heavy  charges  and 
burthens  upon  it. 

4.  **  That  the  demand  for  barley  hiA 
been  very  materially  reduced,  by  the  ex- 
cessive dutits  to  which  it  is  subjected  in 
the  course  of  the  various  operaUons  which 
adapt  it  to  the  use  of  the  consumer. 

5.  "  That  the  continuanceof  those  duties, 
tluring  |)eace,  when  the  facility  of  smug- 
gling is  80  much  increased,  cannot  fail  to 
injure  the  iiome  manufacture  of  spirits, 
which  must  suU  farther  diminish  the  de-^ 
^and  for  barley. 

6  "  That  it  his  therefore  necessary  to 
reduce  ^e  duties  on  malt,  beer,  and 
spirits. 


7  "  That  in  order  to  equalize  the  sup- 
ply of  grain  and  promote  its  cultivation,  it 
IS  desirable  that  an  appropriation  should 
be  made  from  the  extra  produce  of  abun- 
dant harvests,  to  supply  the  deficiency  of 
seasons  less  favourable. 

8  **  That  the  admission  of  foreign  corn 
to  be  warehoused,  prevents  such  applica- 
tion of  our  own  occasional  abundance, 
and  assigns  to  foreign  agriculture  the  for- 
mation of  those  stores,  which  might  other- 
wise be  created  from  the  produce  of  our 


own. 


9.  "  That  it  is  therefore  expedient  to 
repeal  so  much  of  an  act  of  last  session 
for  the  regulation  of  the  com  trade,  as 
permits  the  warehousing  of  foreign  corn, 
at  all  times,  duty  free. 

10.  **  That  in  order  further  to  promote 
the  appropriation  of  a  part  of  our  present 
abundance,  and  reserve  it  for  future  con- 
sumption, it  is  expedient  to  aid  the  means 
of  those  individuals  who  may  be  disposed 
so  to  employ  their  capitals,  by  an  advance 
of  exchequer  bills,  to  a  limited  amount. 

11  *'  That  excessive  taxation  renders 
it  necessary  to  give  protection  to  all  arti- 
cles, the  produce  of  our  own  soil,  against 
similar  articles,  the  growth  of  foreign 
countries,  not  subject  to  the  same  bur- 
thens, and,  in  conformity  with  that  policy 
which  has  been  uniformly  observed,  of 
protecting  by  duties  and  encouraging  by 
bounties  or  drawbacks,  ail  our  other  ma- 
nufactures. 

12.  "  That  it  is  therefore  expedient 
to  impose  additional  duties  and  restrictions 
on  the  importation  of  all  articles,  the  pro- 
duce of  foreign  agriculture* 

LS  <<  That  it  is  expedient,  under  due 
limitation,  to  encourage,  by  bounty  or 
drawback,  the  exportation  of  the  redun- 
dant produce  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
united  kingdom. 

14.  '<  That  the  tithe  and  the  poor-rates 
to  the  payment  of  which  those  whose 
capitals  are  engaged  in  agriculture  are 
almost  exclusively  subjected,  have  recently 
been  felt  to  press  with  increasing  and  un- 
exampled severity,  and  that  it  is  there- 
fore necessary  to  relieve  them,  as  far  as 
possible  from  the  operation  of  other  bur- 
thens.'' 

The  resolutions  having  been  read,  Mr. 
Western  moved,  <*  That  this  House  will 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  consider  of  the  distressed  state 
of  the  Agriculture  of  the  United  King- 
dom.'' 

Mr.  FranUand  Letois  rose  to  second  the 
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rnotioD  of  his   lion,  firiend.     If,  he  said, ; 
there  ever  was  a  time  which  called  for  a 
deliberate  review  of  the  circumstance*  in 
which  we  stood,  it  was  surely  the  present. 
We  bad  been  for  twenty-four  years  en- 
gaged in  a  struggle  which  had  confined 
all  our  attentions  to  one  object,  wisely  so 
perhaps,  for  the  legitimate  object  of  war 
was  victory ;  but  when  it  was  considered, 
that  the  condition  of  all  human  action  was 
to  foresee  but  a  part  only  of  the  results  o( 
any  system  of  exertion,  and  that  however 
wisely  it  might  be  calculated  to  answer  its 
immediate  end,  yet  that  applied  as  it  must 
be  to  ever-varying  circumstances,   some 
unlooked-for    combinations   would   arise, 
and  some  effects  be  produced,  which  were 
not  calculated  on,  it  must  be  the  duty  of 
those  who  control  the  powers  of  the  state, 
to  pause  from  time  to  time,  to  consider 
and  examine.     In  the  war  which  we  had  i 
now  terminated,  as  he  trusted  in  a  firm 
and  lasting  peace,  the  country  had  dis- 
played resources  and  powers  beyond  wliat 
the  most  sanguine  man  hud  thought  possi- 
ble ;  but  in  so  doing,  it  was  now  our  duty 
to  inquire,  had  nothing  occurred  to  de- 
range our  system,  or  impair  our  strength  ? 
If  it  should  appear  there  had,  it  was  our 
duty  to  examine  and  weigh  the  nature  of 
the  danger ;  not  to  sit  wrapt  in  the  con- 
templation of  our  glory  and  our  victories. 
Down  to  a  late  period  of  the  war,  there 
was  no  symptom  of  derangement  or  ex- 
Jiaustion.     in  1812  all  was  still,  improv- 
ing, and  prosperous:    since  that  period, 
a  change  had  taken  place;    on  which, 
after  the  clear  and  eloquent  statements  of 
his  hon.  friend,  he  would  not  enlarge; 
but  it  could  not  be  denied  that  a  fall  in 
the  prices  of  the  produce  of  land  had  in- 
volved the  country  in  extreme  difficulties. 
How,  then,  and  why  was   this?    There 
were  some  who  solved  the  problem  in  a 
summary  way,  who  imputed  all  our  suf- 
ferings to  a  peace,  and  who  prescribed 
war  as  the  only  remedy  for  our  distress. 
If  the  present  discussion  did  nothing  more 
than   dispel  this    dangerous  illusion,   he 
should  be  content,  as  a  conviction  of  the 
benefits  resulting  from  peace  was  a  better 
guarantee  for  its  continuance,  than  treaties. 
It  was  to  the  continuance  of  oeace  alone, 
that  we  could  look  for  relief  from  our  pre- 
sent afflictions.    That  there  was  nothiog 
in  peace  which  had  a  tendeDcy  to  pro- 
duce a  fall  in  the  price  of  grain  was  dear 
from  what  took  place  after  the  peace  of 
1763,  and  again  J  783 ;  and  it  would  be 
jeea  in  the  £Um  College  Table,  that  in 


the  three  years  succeeding  each  of  those  pe- 
riods, grain  did  not  fall.  This  he  thought 
was  perfectly  decisive  on  the  general 
point,  lie  did  not,  however,  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  the  immediate  change  from 
war  to  peace  had  no  eflect :  undoubtedly 
it  had.  When  the  industry  of  a  country 
was  settled  to  any  one  system,  a  change, 
be  it  what  it  might,  produced  suffering. 
Those  who  in  war  were  employed  in  the 
manufacturing  all  the  apparatus  of  war, 
on  the  return  of  peace  were,  for  a  time, 
thrown  out  of  employ  ;  but  this*' was  dis- 
tress produced  by  change,  and  was  not  in- 
herent in  the  nature  of  a  state  of  peace.  A 
change  from  peace  to  war  would  produce 
it  in  a  greater  degree.  In  like  manner 
he  would  not  say  that  the  withdrawing  go» 
vernment  from  the  market  had  not,  in 
some  degree,  contributed  to  aid  the  fall  in 
prices — doubtless  it  had  done;  but  then 
it  must  be  remembered  for  how  small  a 
part  of  the  population  they  purchased  the 
supplies — for  navy  and  the  prisoners  of 
war  only  ;  for  tlie  army  was  hardly  at  all 
reduced.  It  was,  he  thought,  by  a  very 
uittcrent  view  of  the  war  and  its  effect, 
that  we  should  arrive  at  any  thing  like  a 
true  view  of  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try. That  war  had  been  successful  and 
glorious  beyond  all  others;  but  it  was 
equally  undeniable,  that  beyond  all  others 
it  had  been  expensive.  It  had  left  us  40 
millions  a  year  to  pay  as  interest  of  debt, 
and  had  left  us  also  what  we  were  told  was 
necessary,  an  establishment  which  at  the 
least  would  cost  20  millions  more.  Noir 
he  would  ask  the  House  to  consider  fairly 
what  was  the  real  nature  and  effisct  of  this 
state  of  things.  Could  the  system  of  bor- 
rowing, to  which  we  had  resorted  with  so 
little  reserve,  be  carried  on  to  any  extent? 
or  if,  like  every  thing  human,  it  had  limits, 
where  were  they  to  be  found  ?  With  the 
permission  of  the  House,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  state  his  reasons  for  thinkmg  we 
had  come  more  nearly  to  the  point  beyond 
which  that  system  could  not  be  extended, 
than  the  House  or  the  coimtry  were 
aware  of.  He  threw  himself  upon  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House;  for  he  could  not 
hope  to  make  himself  understood  without 
stating  what  he  feared  they  would  consi- 
der as  abstract  propositions.  The  whole 
amount  of  all  the  produce  of  the  country 
was,  in  the  first  instance,  the  result  of  ah* 
the  industry  of  the  country ;  from  this 
total  produce,  then,  there  must  always  be 
taken  a  sufficient  share  to  reward  and 
n^fiin^in  the  industry  whicli  produces  it. 
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and  it  was  obvious  that  share  cannot^  be 
reduced  without  impairing  and  diminish- 
ing the  industry,  and  consequently  the 
produce  or  wealth  of  the  country.  Over 
and  above  the  share  which  must  be  set 
apart  to  maintain  the  industry  of  the 
country,  there  remains  a  surplus,  which 
may  be  divided  into  two  parts,  namely, 
rent  of  land  and  profits  of  capital  stock  ; 
and  it  is  from  these  two  funds  only,  that 
all  revenue,  however  distributed,  arises. 
Now,  the  utmost  limit  to  which  it  was 
possible  to  imagine  that  taxation  and  the 
transfer  of  property  to  the  stockholder 
could  be  pressed,  is  as  far  as  to  absorb 
the  whole  of  these  two  funds ;  but  there 
are  reasons  why  it  never  could  be  pressed 
quite  so  far  as  this,  without  destroymg 
the  industry  of  the  country,  as  much  as  if 
it  absorbed  the  portion  destined  to  main- 
tain the  industry  itself.  Out  of  that  por- 
tion which  falls  to  the  landlord  as  rent,  he 
has  to  maintain  buildings,  make  drains, 
fences,  &c,  and  perform  all  the  most  ex- 
*  pensive  part  of  keeping  up  the  farms, 
without  which  the  cultivation  of  them 
could  not  continue  to  be  carried  on ;  and 
it  was  dear,  therefore,  that  the  lowest 
state  to  which  the  land-owner  can  with 
safety  be  reduced,  is  that  of  being  steward 
of  the  land ;  a  sufficient  share  of  the  rent 
to  enable  him  to  discharj|;e  that  duty  must 
always  be  lefl  him.  This,  as  far  as  it  re- 
gards the  produce  of  land,  which  is  the 
aubiect  under  immediate  consideration, 
is  tne  utmost  limit  to  which  the  transfer 
of  the  revenue  arising  from  land  into  the 
hands  of  the  state  could  possibly  be  ex- 
tended :  and  the  lum.  gentleman  said,  he 
would  state-  the  grounds  on  which  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  we  had  alreadv  reached 
much  nearer  to  that  point,  ana  beyond 
which  borrowing  and  funding  cannot  be 
pressad,,than  we  were  aware  of.  He  as- 
sumed, that  the  property  tax  returns  af> 
forded  the  best  means  of  fixing  tiie  amount 
of.the  annual  produce  of  the  Jabour  of  the 
people.  Br  these  it  appeared  that  the 
whole  of  this  annual  produce  amounted 
to  ISO  millions*  If,  then,  the  whole 
amount  of  tbe  taxation  of  the  country  was 
65  millions,  and  Uie  whole  amount  of  its 
annual  produce  was  ISO  Biillions»  it  fol- 
lowed that  one  half  of  the  amount  of  the 
produce  of  the  land  was  transfeired  to 
t)ie  service  ct  the  state*  This  was  tha 
case  in  die  year  1812.  But  what  had 
happened  since  then }  The  value  of  thst 
preauoe  of  hmd  had  fatten  one-third  or 
one^Qiartbi-ptae  wooU  take  it  even  at  oner 


fourth.  In  our  present  situation,  then, 
about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of 
the  annual  produce  was  transferred  to  the 
public  service.  Further  than  this,  he 
maintained  it  was  impossible  to  carry  the 
proportion  of  produce  which  could  be 
^ared  for  the  service  of  the  state.  It 
was  a  vulgar  saying,  that  **  every  thing 
found  its  level ;''  but  it  was  not  applica- 
ble in  the  present  situation  of  the  country. 
The  proposition  on  which  this  adage  rest- 
ed was,  that  the  price  of  labour  was  ulti- 
mately fixed  by  the  price  of  com.  But  it 
was  worUi  while  to  see  how  ^  this  would 
operate  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
country.  If  in  1812  one  half  of  the 
amount  of  the  produce  of  the  country  went 
to  government,  and  if  now,  while  at  peace, 
two- thirds  of  this  produce  was  so  applied^-^ 
if  by  some  fatality  we  should  be  engaged 
in  a  new  war,  it  required  no  prophet's 
eye  to  see  that  there  would  be  an  end  to 
the  landholders  of  England  —  [Hear, 
hear!].  Last  night  a  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  very  eloquently  described  the 
evils  which  Ireland  was  sufiering  for  want 
of  a  resident  gentry.  A  resident  gentry 
was  one  of  the  chieif  blessings  which  £n^« 
land  enjoyed,  and  if  the  country  lost  this, 
it  would  lose  what  nothing  else  could  com- 
pensate. This  wasalways  to  be  considered. 
It  must  never  be  lost  sight  of,  that  there 
was  no  danger  to  which  our  country  could 
be  exposed  eq|ual  to  the  want  of  a  resi- 
dent gentry.  We  might  hear  complaints 
of  the  want  of  colonies— we  might  hear 
that  colonies  were  in  danger  from  the  at- 
tadcs  of  Cafires  and  Bosjesmen,  or  from 
a  king  of  Candy;  but  the  love  of  his 
country  was  so  strong  in  him,  that  if  the 
question  was  to  be  wout  the  destruction 
of  a  parish  in  Lincolnshire  or  Somerset^ 
shire,  he  would  not  put  it  in  competition 
with  all  the  colonies  of  the  empire—  [  Hear, 
hear !]  The  fact  was,  that  there  were  now 
parisms  in  Cambridgeshire  and  other  coun- 
ties of  Ensland,  which,  not  to  speak  with 
exaggeration,  were  in  a  more  desolate 
state  than  the  wildest  tracts  of  the  most 
uncultivated  of  our  colonies.  There  was 
one  cause  of  the  present  distress,  which, 
if  the  House  looked  for  any  chance  of 
security  to  the  country,  must  not  be 
disregmed ;  namely,  tbie  depreciation  of 
our  currency.  It  was  since  the  want  of 
any  standard  for  the  currency,  that  all 
tha-  distresses  of  the  country  had  arisen. 
He  did  not  mean  to  aay  that  this  was  the 

erindpal  caqse  of  the'  present  depression, 
nt  it  certaUy  waa^  a  great  agtpmilion. 
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The  coDfequencct  of  tbe  want  of  any 
Btaitdard  for  the  currency  had  been,  that 
vaat  advaocet  of  capital  had  been  made 
by    country    bankers,    in    the  shape  of 
stamped  pieces  of  paper.     As  long  as  the 
country  was  otherwise  in  a  prosperous 
state,  no  material  inconvenience  had  been 
found  to  result  from  this.    But  when  dis- 
tress  was  caused  by  over-trading  and  over- 
produce, this  means  of  fiicilitating  the 
first  of   these  misfortunes  produced  the 
most  ruinous    consequences.     The  only 
mode  which  the  country  bankers  had  of 
putting  their  notes  into  circulation  was  by 
giving  them  to  fiurmers  and  dealers ;    but 
as  soon  as  they  began  to  be  alarmed,  they 
immediately  called  them  in  again.    Thu 
was  a  dreadml  aggravation  of  their  distress. 
The  ridlit  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exch^ 
quer  had  said  that  if  fifteen  millbns  of 
money  were  distributed  among  the  country 
banks,  the  distresses  of  farmers  would  be 
relieved.    He  thought  differently ;  he  did 
not  think  that  if  nhy  millions  were  dis- 
tributed among  the  country  bankers,  they 
would  advance  any  thing  to  fUnooers,  be- 
cause their  credit  was  entnely  gone.    The 
want  of  money  which  the  farmers  suffered, 
was  not  owing  to  want  of  power  in  the 
bankers  to  make  advances,  but  to  want  (tf 
indinatioo.    The  system  of  finance  pro- 
posed for  the  present  year  was  on  this 
principle,  that  tne  funds  should  be  kept  at 
a  high  price,  so  as  that  capitalists  might 
not  be  tempted  to  withdraw  their  money 
for  the  purpose  of  employing  it  in  farming. 
But  the  fact  was,  that  there  was  no  dispo- 
sition now  to  employ  capital  in  so  unpro- 
fitable a  way.    With  a  view  to  affording 
relief,  it  would  therefore  be  necessary  in 
the  first  place,  to  restore  a  standard  of 
currency.    He  did  not  mean  that  the  old 
standard  should  be  restored,  but  diat  some 
standard  should  be  established.    Relief  in 
taxation  was  also  to  be  afforded,  especially 
in  the  malt  tax,  which,  by  being  removed, 
would  afford  a  market  for  barley.     He 
was  convinced  that  the  operation  of  these 
duties  would  be  found  to  be  of  a  two-fold 
nature :  first,  as  they  affected  the  grower 
in  his  character  of  consumer;  and,  secondly, 
as  they  applied  to  the  general  maricet  for 
barley.    The  duty  imposed  in  the  year 
1803,  of  two  sliillin^  on  the  bushel,  had 
been  attended  with  the  effect  of  reducing 
the  number  of  bushels  malted  from  thurty 
to  twenty-two  millions.  NoUiing  could  be 
more  eraent,  from  the  accounts  of  the 
revenue,  than  that  the  consumption  of  this 
article  waa  regulated  by  the  duty,  and  that 


the  dimintttioD  of  the  duty  misht  be  fully 

compensated  by  the  increased  consump- 

tion.    The  instance   to    which    he    had 

alluded,  showed  that  in  one  year  a  market 

for  eight  millions  of  bushels  of  barley  had 

been  closed.    There  were  other  defects 

in  our  sptem  of  political  economy  that 

required  revise!.  A  diminution  of  the  duty 

on  wool  was  necessary,  as  well  as  the 

removal  of  all  those  absurd  restrictions  on 

the  exportation  and  conveyance  of  this 

most  important  article.    It  had  been  the 

main  position  of  our  policy  last  year,  on 

the  question  of  the  com  laws,  to  make  the 

country  independent  of  foreign  supply. 

But  this  principle  seemed  to  be  abao« 

doned,  and  the  contrary  to  be  adopted. 

He  reproved  the  prohibition  on  the  growth 

of  tobacco,  which  had  been  enacted  in 

order  to  encourage  colonies  which  were 

no  longer  our  own.    Why  then  should  it 

be  allowed  to  remain?    It  might  then 

produce  advantages  to  the  country  from 

the  carrying  tra£.    But  those  had  ceased 

also.     Tobacco   grew   in    Holland   and 

Sweden :   there  was  therefore  no  natural 

prohibition  against  its  growth  here,  and 

ne  thought  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 

Honse  to  consider  whether  it  would  not 

be  proper  to  reped  the  legal  prohibition* 

—He  then  adverted  to  Uie  poor  laws, 

which  he  thought  calculated  to  increase 

the  evils  they  were  intended  to  remedy. 

They  were  no  loneer  administered  in  the 

Sirit  in  which  they  had  been  enacted, 
e  should  propose  some  amendment  to 
bring  them  round  to  their  original  ends, 
and  to  render  them  less  oppressive.  The 
tendency  of  that  amendment  would  be  to 
define  more  accurately  the  persons  who 
should  be  objects  of  relief,  than  the  laws 
now  did.  He  should  consider  proper  ob- 
jects for  relief,  the  decrepid,  the  old,  and 
the  helpless,  but  should  reject  thoae 
reduced  by  their  own  imprudence  or 
wickedness.  He  should  also  propose  to 
fix  some  point  at  which  the  operation  of 
the  law  should  .cease,  that  the  whole  rent 
of  the  landlord  should  not  be  swallowed 
up.  Without  such  alterations^  the  increas- 
ing amount  of  the  poors-rates  would 
finish  by  over-running  the  whole  country. 
The  hon.  gentleman  then  argued  that  the 
subject  waa  collectively  too  large  to  be 
confined  to  a  committee  up  stairs.  It 
might  be  desirable  that  some  parts  of  it, 
micti  as  the  questions  respecting  wod^ 
tobacco,  and  others  of  that  nature,  should 
be  refinrred  to  such  committeesi  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  whole  iovestigalioo ;  bitt 
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the  main  question  itself  could  only  be  pro- 
perly discussed  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

Mr.  Robinson  complimented  the  hon. 
mover  and  seconder,  on  the  temperate  and 
lucid  manner  in  which  they  had  suhmitted 
the  merits  of  this  important  measure  to  tlie 
consideration  of  the  House,  and  expressed 
his  entire  concurrence  with  the  proposi- 
tion for  referring  the  subject  to  a  com- 
mittee.    But  he  hoped  that  this  reference 
would  not  lead  sanguine  minds  to  calcu- 
late upon  results  beyond  the  power  of 
parliament  to  effect.  Tliat  parliament  had 
the  disposition  to  give  the  most  attentive 
consideration  to    the    distresses    of  the 
country,  and  to  apply  every  practicable 
remedy,  there  could  not  be  the  slightest 
doubt.     He  was  satisfied  that  no  doubt 
existed  in  any  quarter  as  to  that  disposi- 
tion, and  that  the  public  would  look  to 
the  decision  of  parliament  with  every  pos- 
sible deference.    Whatever,  indeed,  might 
be  sometimes  said,  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  people  of  'England  regarded  with  the 
utmost  respect  the  decision  of  parliament, 
and  that  even  if  no  relief  were  afforded  on 
that   occasion,    the  proceedings  of  the 
House  would  produce  ^reat  satisfaction, 
especially  from  the  solicitude  which  those 
proceedings  would    manifest    to  consult 
that  most  important  object,  the  interest  of 
the  agriculture  of  the  country.    Upon  this 
subject  he  felt  a  personal  interest  from  the 
part  which  he  took  last  session  with  regard 
to  the  corn  laws ;  and  from  what  had  since 
occurred    respecting    that  much  calum- 
niated and  misunderstood    measure,   he 
believed  there  was  no  individual  who  had 
then  manifested  any  resentment  who  was 
not  ready  to  ask  pardon  of  those  who  were 
the  objects  of  that  resentment.    The  po- 
pular delusion  of   that  day  had  indeed 
become  obvious  to  the  whole  of  the  coun- 
try :   for  the  measure  to  which  that  delu- 
sion referred  had  occasioned  none  of  the 
mischief  which  was  then    apprehended, 
while,  he  was   sorry  to  say,   it  was  not 
productive  of  the  good   expected   from 
Its  adoption.    It  had    not  the  power  of 
preventmg  the  distress   against  which  it 
was  pointed.  But  yet,  if  that  measure  had 
been  adopted  at  an  earlier  period,  he  was 
convinced  that  the  distress  would  at  least 
have  been  more  gradual— that  the  pres- 
sure of  it  would  not  have  been  so  imme- 
diately and  so  severely  felt.    He  had, 
bowever,  the  satisfaction  of  thinking,  that 
if  the  measure  alluded  to  had  done  no 
good,  it  had  done  no  barmi  and  therefore 


the  popular  cry -of  the  last  year  had  been 
proved  to  be>  utterly  groundless.  The 
right  hon.  uentleman  concluded  with  ob- 
serving, that  be  had  the  utmost  satisfac- 
tion in  concurring  with  the  motion,  and 
that  he  should  use  every  effort  in  his 
power  to  promote  the  object  it  aimed  at. 
Sir  Frederick  Flood  cinphaticully  press- 
ed upon  the  consideration  of  the  House 
the  severe  distress  «)f  the  people  of  Ire- 
land«  which  was  so  nolorirnis.  that  he 
could  not  think  it  necessary  to  describe  it. 
The  hon.  baronet,  however,  tiiought  it 
groper  to  state  the  cause  and  the  effect, 
with  the  remedy  for  that  distress.  The 
main  cause  was,  he  contended,  the  non- 
residence  of  the  land-owners,  which  evil 
had  increased  to  an  alarming  extent  since 
the  year  1801.  The  principal  part  of  such 
land-owners  had,  indeed,  absented  them- 
selves of  late  from  that  country,  leaving 
the  lower  orders  to  the  government  of 
mercyless  agents.  This  was,  in  fact,  the- 
radical  cause  of  Ireland's  misfortunes,  and 
unless  it  was  in  some  degree  remedied,  it 
was  vain  to  look  for  happiness  in  that  part 
of  the  empire.  Another  cause  of  the  mis- 
fortune of  Ireland  was,  the  amount  of  it» 
taxation.  The  assessed  taxes  and  the 
tithes  bore  upon  the  Irish  with  peculiar 
severity,  while  they  were  subject  to  an- 
other grinding  tax,  from  which  England 
was  entirely  exempt,  namely,  the  hearth 
tax.  From  the  operation  of  those  causes,, 
four-fiftlis  of  the  Irish  people  were  discon- 
tented. And  could  this  discontent  crejate 
any  surprise  ?  For  whnt  was  their  actual 
condition  ?  The  landlord  could  not  collect 
his  rent,  the  tenants  could  not  pay  their 
rents,  and  the  labourers  could  not  obtain 
any  employment.  What  then  was  to  be- 
come of  those  labourers?  Why,  in  a 
country  where  therfe  were  no  poor-rates, 
those  poor  people  must  starve,  and  starva- 
tion was  of  late  the  fate  of  many.  Parlia- 
ment might  send  an  army  of  '25,000  men 
to  a  country  so  situated,  and  such  a  force 
might  be  requisite  to  collect  the  taxes. 
An  army  might  be  also  necessary  in  cer- 
tain disturbed  districts,  for  there  were,  no 
doubt,  some  alarming  commotions  in  part 
of  the  country— in  a  county  or  two,  for 
instance.  But  he  could  affirm  that,  with 
the  exception  of  those  districts.  Ireland 
was  quite  as  tranquil  as  this  country ;  and 
in  justice  to  the  government,  to  which  he 
owed  no  obligation,  he  could  bear  testi- 
mony, that  every  practicable  endeavour 
was  used  to  preserve  that  tranquillity^ 
Ireland  was  indeed  much  indebted  to  the 
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conduct  of  lord  Whitworth,  and  to  that  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Peel),  who  had  brought  forward  measures 
eminently  calculated  to  prevent  the  con- 
tagion   of   riot    from    spreading.       The 
riotous  spirit  was,  in  fact,  comparatiTely 
very  limited,  and  tliiti  ought  to  be  gene- 
rally known ;    for    tlie    character    of  a 
country  was  of  the  utmost  value,  and  a 
whole  nation  should  not  be  slandered  for 
the  misconduct  of  a  few,  especially  in 
England,  for  such  slander  was  calculated 
to  prevent  the  English  from  visiting  Ire- 
land, where  they  were  always  hospitably 
received,  where  their  residence  was  uni- 
formly desirable,  because  it  never  failed 
Co  be  advantageous  to  the  country-  There 
might  be  ribbon  men  or  other  disturbers 
in  particular  counties,  but  such  persons 
were  not  known  in  the  country  at  large. 
In  the  west,  the  east,  and  the  south  of 
Ireland,  for  instance,  such  a  person  as  a 
ribbon  man  was  not  to  be  found.    There- 
fore an  indiscriminating  imputation  should 
not  be  cast  upon  Ireland.      The  people 
of  that  country  had,  indeed,  alrcaay  suf- 
fered too  much    from   such  imputations. 
How  oflen,  for  instance,   were   the  Ca- 
tholics at  large  implicated  in  crimes  which 
properly  applied   only  to   a  few  of  that 
body,  and  that  too  from   the  represen- 
tation of  persons  affecting   to  be  histo- 
rians, and  judging  of  a   great  body  of 
meritorious  men  from  what  happened  to 
come  under  their  own  immediate  observa- 
tion. But  such  writers  had  since  recanted 
their  errors  in  consequence  of  further  in- 
formation.   The  Catholic  body  was  now 
completely  vindicated,  because  its  charac- 
ter and  loyalty  was  fully    known,   and 
wherever  the  general  character  of  Ireland 
was  known  it  would  not  be  subject  to  cen- 
sure.   The  hon.  baronet  earnestly  recoin- 
inended  the  House  to  examine  the  state 
of  that  country,   and   to   look  to  other 
remedies  than  that  which  a  military  force 
was  capable  of  affording,  to  remove  the 
ffrievances  of  the  people,  to  accede  to  their 
just  claims,  and  to  begin  the  work  of  red^&ss 
by  repealing  the  duty  upon  malt,  with  a 
view  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  bar- 
ley, and  to  impose  a  protecting  duty  upon 
the  importation  of  foreign  butter  into  this 
country,  with   a  view  to  encourage  the 
Irish  trade  in  that  article.    He  concluded 
with  stating  his  disposition  to  look  alike  to 
the  fistir  claims  of  every  portion  of  the 
united  kingdom,  but  impressing  the  pecu- 
liar necessity  of  attending  to  the  state  of 
Ire^nd,  from  the  very  severely  distressed 
(VOL.XXXUI.) 


condition  of  its  inhabitants.     It  was  tha 
duty  of  the  House  to  assist  Ireland :  sha 
was  the  strength  of  this  country.    '*  We 
are  two  sister«,"  said  the  hon.  baronet; 
**  you  the  elder  and  we  the  younger,  and 
both  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand  together." 
Mr.  BarinfT  said,  that  he  should  take 
another  opportunity  of  staling  his  opinion^ 
upon  the  character  and  tendency  of  the  ^ 
measures  proposed  by  the  hon.  mover,  but 
from  an  observation  of  that  hon.  gentle* 
man,  he  thought  it  proper  at  once  to  men* 
tion  that  the  opinion  which  he  expressed 
last  session,  with   regard  to  the  policy  of 
the  corn  laws,  had  undergone  no  change 
whatever.     He  was  as  anxious  as  any  man 
to  afford  every  possible  relief  to  the  dis- 
tress which  so  notoriously  existed  amon|^ 
the  agricultural  classes,  but  he  was  much 
afraid,  that  any  relief  in  the  power  of  par- 
liament to  devise  would  prove  extremely 
inadequate.     However,  he  felt  it  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  inquire,  and  patiently  to 
listen  to  any   statement  that  might  be 
brought    forward    upon    this    important 
subject,    with    a    view  to  sec    whether 
any  thing   could  be  done  by  legislative 
interference.      The  country   was  placed 
in    an    artificial    state^    and    parliament 
should  grant  every  relief  of  which  suck 
state  might  be  found  susceptible.     At  the 
same  time  he  must  take  this  opportunity 
of  saying  tW  the  legislative  act  of  last 
session  had  done  nothing  for  the  country. 
That  act  was  indeed  completely  a  dead 
letter,  for  the  country  was  just  in   the 
state  in  which  it  would  have  been  if  it 
had  never  passed  ;  therefore  such  an  act 
should  not  have  been  passed,  especially 
against  the  voice  of  the  public ;  for  it  had 
afforded  no  relief  to  the  distress  of  the 
farmers,  while  it  outraged  the  feelings  of 
all  other  classes  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Huskisson  animadverted  upon  the 
absence  of  the  majority  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  from  the  consideration 
of  this  interesting  subject ;   but  the  hon. 
mover,   whom  he    ventured    to  call  his 
hon.  friend  had  probably  proceeded  in  a 
tone  of  moderation  which  did  not  suit  the 
taste  of  those  gentlemen.     He  said,  that 
his  feelings  were  fully  alive  to  that  distress 
which  the  hon.  mover  had  described ;  and 
in  the  committee  he  would  give  every  at- 
tention to  the  subject.     It  was  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  the  country, 
and  of  the  most  complicated  nature ;  it 
embraced  a  variety  of  topics  connected 
with  political  economy,  and  deserved  the 
most  serious  consideration  of  the  Houie^ 
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He  hoped  the  inquiry  would  be  pursued 
If  ith  the  utmost  attention  and  patience ; 
bat  he  feared  that  the  pubh'c  expectation 
hr  exceeded  what  the  power  of  parliament 
tould  effect.  He  would  suggest,  however, 
whether  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  print 
tiie  resolutions  for  the  consideration  of 
•  the  commiuee,  and  that  they  should  be 
circulated  among  the  members  of  that 
House«  To  some  of  those  resolutions  he 
had  a  decided  objection ,  but  he  should 
resenre  the  declaration  of  his  opinion  for 
m  more  convenient  opportunity. 

Mr.  Oooch  expressed  the  utmost  satis- 
faction at  the  candid  and  able  manner  in 
which  this  subject  had  been  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House.      The 
speeches  of  the  hon.  mover  and  seconder 
"were  indeed  completely  free  from  party 
feeling,  and  had  nothing  in  view  but  the 
good  of  the  country.       Such  speeches 
were,  therefore,  peculiarly  cidculated  to 
secure    that  unanimity  which  prevailed, 
and  which  ought  not  to  be  interrupted  by 
any  such  observations  as  those  which  be 
bad  heard  with  pain  from  the  last  speaker. 
On  such  an  occasion  where  the  interest  of 
the  country  was  so  much  at  stake  nothing 
ought  to  be  said  that  had  a  tendency  to 
provoke  party  animosities. 
-     LfOrd  Castlereagh  joined  in  the  common- 
dations  which  had  justly  been  passed  on  the 
conduct  of  the  gentleman  opposite.    The 
House  were  deeply  obliged  to  the  hon. 
member,  not  only  for  the   ability  with 
whidi  he  had  opened  this  question,  but 
for  the  spirit  of  moderation  in  which  he 
had  done  it.       He  had  never  heard  a 
speech  discussing  an  important  subject  de- 
livered with  a  tone  better  calculated    to 
conciliate  all  parties.     It  was  in  itself  a 
iubject  full  of  difficulty,  and  one  which  be 
bad  not  been  confident  enough  in  himself 
to  bring    before  the  House.      He  had 
hitherto  trusted  to  time,  but  he  should  owe 
it  to  that  hon.  gentleman  if  he  did  now 
think  the  time  of  relief  at  no  great  distance. 
The  hon.  member  had  laid  down  practical 
remedies,  and  he  should  be  happy  to  co- 
operate with  him  in  the  most  patient  in- 
vestigation of  the  case,  and  to  concur  in 
procuring  the  most  effectual  relief.     He 
apprehended  the  course    the  hon.  gen- 
tleman ought  now  to  pursue,  would  be  to 
move  for  the  committee,  and  in  the  mean- 
while to  have  his  resolutions  printed. 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  and  Mr.  Hall,  made  a 
few  observations;  but  in  so  low  a  tone, 
that  they  could  not  be  heard  in  the  gal- 
lery. 
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Colonel  JVoad  said,- that  if  the  House 
had  not  been   so  exhausted,  he  shoald 
have  thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward 
the  state  of  the   principality   of  Wales. 
Another  opportunity  however,  would  oc« 
cur;  and  therefore  he  should,  merely  ob- 
serve, that   the   principality,  was   mate- 
rially interested  in  the  two  questions  of 
malt  and  agricultural  horses,  and  had  suf« 
fered  very  considerably  from  those  taxes. 
Mr.  Lockhart  only  rose  to  say,  that^ie 
hoped,  on  this  occasion,  the  public  would 
feel  that  the  whole  interests  of  society 
bad  been  embraced.    He  was  extremely 
sorry  to  hear  an  hon.  member  state,  that 
the  power  of  parliament  could  not  relieve 
the  distresses  of  the  country.    He  desired 
'  to  enter  his  protest  against  this  doctrine, 
and  to  declare,  that  it  was  the  duty   of 
the  House   to  relieve  the  people  from 
those  severe  distresses  which    had   not 
been  inflicted  by  Providence  but  had  arisen 
out  of  the  positive  laws  and  institutions  of 
the  country. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  con- 
curred in  thinking,  that,  the  resolutions 
oueht  to  be  printed,  and  expressed  his 
opmion,  that  they  were  not  the  worse 
for  not  containing  much  argumentative 
matter. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  it  was  better  to 
abstain  from  all  argument,  and  to  frame 
the  resolutions  in  tne  plainest  manner. 

Mr.  Western  expressed  his  gratitude  for 
the  manner  in  which  his  proposition  had 
been  received,  and  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  take  the  subject  into  coa» 
sideration 

The  question  was  put,  and  unanimously 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  was  fixed  for 
Tuesday  the  19th  instant.  The  resolutions 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Friday^  March  8. 

Proxies.]  Lord  Holland  adverted  to 
a  Question  which  was  started  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  with  regard  to 
the  right  of  peers  having  been  advanced 
in  the  peerage,  to  sign  proxies  by  their 
former  titles,  and  observedi  that  though 
no  actual  question  might  be  raised  upon 
it  during  the  session,  yet  it  was  better  to 
decide  the  point  at  once,  than  to  leave  it 
open  to  dispute  tit  a  moment  when  the 
proxies  might  be  called  into  use.  He 
therefore  moved,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  privilegesi  to  search  for  pre? 
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cedents  upon  this  pointy  and  report  to  the 
House,  and  that  the  committee  do  meet 
OD  Thursday  next. — Ordered. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday^  March  8. 

This  day,  pursuant  to  order,  the  House 
was  called  over. 

Petition  op  Richard  Gathorne 
Butt.]  A  petition  of  Richard  Gathorne 
Butt,  late  a  prisoner  in  the  King's  Bench 
was  presenteid  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioner  was,  on  the  21st 
June  1814,  under  an  alleged  conspiracy 
against  Uie  Stock  Exchange,  sentenced 
by  his  majesty's  court  of  King's  Bench  to 
stand  in  the  pillory,  one  year's  imprison- 
ment, and  a  fine  of  1,000/. ;  that  the  period 
of  the  petitioner's  imprisonment  termi- 
nated at  twelve  o'clock  of  the  night  of  the 
19th  of  June,  1815;  but  conformably  to 
the  reffulations  of  the  prison  he  could  not 
be  released  until  eignt  o'clock  of  tlie 
morning  following,  the  gates  remaining 
shut  until  that  hour,  at  which  time  he  ex- 
pected some  communication  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  had  accordingly  proyided  him- 
self with  the  amount  of  his  fine  ready  to 
pay  it  into  the  hands  of  the  marshal,  or 
any  other  person  legalljr  authorized  to  re- 
cenre  it ;  and  the  petitioner  further  most 
humbly  sheweth,  that,  in  such  expecta- 
tion, he  waited  with  increasing  anxiety 
until  half  past  ten  o'clock,  when  Mr. 
Broochooft,  clerk  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  mar- 
ahal,  knocked  at  his  door,  and,  on  seeing 
the  petitioner,  exclaimed,  '*  Sir,  I  thought 
you  were  gone,  as  the  gates  have  been 
open  to  you  since  eight  o'clock  ;'^  the  pe- 
titioner observed  it  was  very  extraordinary 
that  a  circumstance  of  so  much  import- 
ance had  not  been  made  known  to  him  at 
the  moment  of  its  occurrence ;  Mr.  Broo- 
chooft repeated  his  belief  that  the  peti- 
tioner had  left  the  prison,  and  added,  that 
the  petitioner's  fine  might  be  given  to  him, 
or  tne  marshal,  or  to  the  master  o(  the 
crown  office;  and  the  petitioner  further 
most  humbly  sheweth,  that  afterwards, 
between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock)  he  sent  to  the  gates  to  learn  if  he 
might  pass  to  lord  Cochrane's  apartments, 
and,  receiving  an  answer  that  there  could 
be  no  possible  objection,  he  proceeded 
thither,  and  thence  to  the  outside  of  the 
prison,  interrogating  the  difierent  keepers 
ai  he  passed  them  if  they  had  any  de- 
mands  on  him,  and  was  answered  in  the 
negative  by  the  whole,  with  th^  exception 


of  Filewood  the  turnkey,  who  stated  thai 
the  petitioner  had  not  paid  the  gaol  fees, 
and  mentioned  1/.  14^.,  the  amount  of  the 
corpse  fee,  a  sum  exacted  for  every  dead 
body  passing  the  gates  of  the  prison,  but 
said  that  he  did  not  mean  to  detain  him 
on  that  account ;  the  petitioner  then  de- 
sired the  turnkeys  (Filewood  and  Kent) 
to  enter  his  address  in  the  lobby-books, 
that  the  place  of  his  future  abode  might  be 
known  ;  and,  it  having  been  entered  ac- 
cordingly, he  departed,  impressed  with 
the  fullest  and  most  perfect  conviction, 
from  the  conduct  of  the  marshal  and  his 
officers,  as  above  submitted,  that  his  fine 
had  been  remitted;  and  the  petitioner 
further  most  humbly  sheweth,  that,  on 
his  restoration  to  liberty,  his  various  con- 
cerns, so  long  neglected,  demanded  his 
personal  attendance  in  different  quarters 
of  both  the  town  and  country ;  that,  on 
one  of  those  occasions,  during  his  absence, 
and  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  two  men 
called  at  his  house,  and  inquired  for  him  ; 
they  were  told  he  was  from  home,  but^ 
not  satisfied  with  such  information,  they 
seized  the  candle  from  the  hand  of  the 
sertunt  who  had  opened  the  door  to  them» 
rushed  up  stairs,  and  examined  the  diffe- 
rent apartments,  where  they  remained  aa 
long  as  they  thought  proper ;  and  tlie  pe- 
titioner further  most  humbly  sheweth, 
that,  on  the  subsequent  evening,  a  larger 
party  beset  his  house,  he  being  then  also 
absent ;  and,  having  learnt  that  the  per- 
sons composing  it  were  belonging  to  the 
marshal,  he  lost  no  time  in  addressing  that 
officer,  to  inform  him  that  the  petitioner's 
solicitor  had  been  instructed  to  confer 
with  him  on  any  business  he  might  have 
with  him,  but  to  such  the  petitioner's  ad« 
dress  no  answer  was  given,  nor,  to  hia 
knowledge,  any  manner  of  notice  taken 
of  it;  and  the  petitioner  further  most 
humbly  sheweth,  that,  on  the  29th  day  of 
the  month  of  June  aforesaid*  and  nine 
days  after  his  enlargement  from  the  prison 
of  the  King's  Bench,  he  was,  near  the 
house  of  lord  Harewood,  leading  into 
Hanover  Square,  accosted  by  two  men, 
Thomas  Gibbons  and  William  Poole,  who 
said  their  business  was  to  arrest  him*  that 
their  office  was  their  authority  for  the  act, 
and  which  they  were  ordered  by  Mr» 
Jones  the  marshal  to  perform;  ^nd,  al- 
though frequently  required  by  the  peti- 
tioner to  produce  to  him  «ome  further  and 
other  authority,  bv  which  they  could  jus- 
tify the  seizure  of  his  person,  Uiey  posi- 
tively refused  so  to  do,  constantly  repeat* 
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ing,  bj'way  of  answer  to  hid  demands, 
that  they  were  ordered  by  Mr.  Jones  the 
znarshal  to  do  what  they  had  done,  and 
that  their  office  was  their  authority  ;  and 
the  petitioner  further  most  humbly  shew- 
eth,  that,  having  been  arrested  by  the 
said  Thomas  Gibbons  and  William  roole, 
he  was  by  them  dragged  to  an  hackney 
coach,  and  forced  into  it,  and  in  that 
naanner  carried  to  the  King's  Bench  prison, 
and  there  locked  up  in  a  small  room; 
that,  in  such  his  confinement,  Mr.  Broo- 
choofl,  above  mentioned,  repeatedly  called 
on  him,  and  in  treated  that  he  would  pay 
his  hne  of  1,000/. ;  that  the  petitioner  re- 
fused so  to  do,  and  remonstrated  with  him 
on  the  illegality  of  the  means  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  once  more  bringing  htm 
within  tne  walls  of  that  prison ;  that,  find- 
ing the  petitioner  determined  in  his  re- 
fusaly  he  was  in  the  evening  conducted  to 
the  interior  of  the  prison,  and  must  there 
have  passed  the  night  on  the  bare  boards, 
as  no  accommodation  had  been  provided 
for  him,  if  one  of  the  prisoners  had  not 
given  him  his  bed';  and  the  petitioner 
further  most  humbly  shewcth,  that  he 
continued  under  such  duress  imprisoned 
in  the  prison  of  the  King's  Bench  eight 
days,  and,  in  order  to  be  released  there- 
from, was  at  last  compelled  to  pay  the 
afore-mentioned  sum  of  1,000/.,  which  he 
possessed,  was  ready  to  pay,  and  which  he 
offered  to  pay,  on  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  his  imprisonment,  as  before  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  but  which  there  was 
not  then  any  one  to  receive,  although  he 
of  his  own  accord  continued  withm  the 
walls  of  the  prison  several  hours  after 
such  term  of  confinement  had  expired, 
that  he  might  pay  such  fine  into  the  hands 
of  some  person  duly  authorized  to  receive 
it,  and  to  give  him  the  necessary  release 
on  account  thereof,  and  did  then,  as  afore- 
said, depart  from  the  said  prison  in  the 
most  public  manner,  and  in  the  conviction 
that  his  fine  had  been  remitted  ;  and  the 
petitioner  humbly  conceives  that  such 
forcible  arrest  and  imprisonment  was  and 
is  a  violation  of  the  statutes  of  these  realms 
and  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject ;  and  the 
petitioner  further  most  humbly  sheweth, 
that  he  was  constrained  to  pay  the  said 
fine  of  1,000/.  owing  to  despair,  and  to 
the  apprehension  of  continuing  for  ever  in 
confinement,  if  he  refused  any  lonjrer  so 
to  do,  the  petitioner  having  immediately 
made  an  application,  founded  on  an  affi- 
davit, to  sir  Simon  Le  Blanc,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  King  s  Bench,  for 


an  Habeas  Corpus,  as  he  had  been  ad- 
vised that  he  was  entitled  thereto  under 
an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  time  of 
king  Charles  the  second ;  and  that  learned 
judge  having  thought  fit  to  refuse  the 
granting  thereof,  the  petitioner  conceived 
that  he  had  uo  alternative ;  and  the  peti- 
tioner further  most  humbly  sheweth,  that 
such  the  actings  and  doings  of  the  said 
Mr.  Jones,  the  marshal  of  the  King's 
Bench  prison,  and  of  the  said  Thomas 
Gibbons  and  William  Poole,  as  aforesaid, 
were  and  are  illegal,  unjust,  arbitrary,  and 
oppressive;  and  that,  in  obtaining  from 
the  petitioner  the  said  sum  of  1,000/.  by 
means  of  such  actings  and  doings,  was 
and  is  in  itself  an  act  of  extortion,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  these  realms,  and  in 
violation  of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the 
subject;  the  petitioner  therefore  most 
humbly  prays,  that  the  House  may  be 
pleased  to  take  the  premises  into  their 
consideration,  and  direct  such  measures 
and  proceedings  against  the  said  Mr. 
Jones,  the  marshal  of  the  King's  Bench 
prison,  and  against  the  said  Thomas  Gib- 
bons and  William  Poole,  as  in  the  wisdom 
of  the  House  shall  seem  fit,  and  as  such 
their  actings  and  doings  as  aforesaid  shall 
appear  to  require,  in  aid  of  the  laws,  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  subject  of  these 
realms ;  and  that  the  House  may  be  fur- 
ther pleased  to  grant  to  the  petitioner 
such  other  relief  as  his  sufferings  as  afore- 
said shall,  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
the  House,  be  entitled  to." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petitions  against  the  Property 
Tax.]  Petitions  against  the  property 
tax  were  presented,  from  the  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  connected  with  the  diffe- 
rent counties  in  Scotland,  the  incorpora- 
tion of  hammermen  and  of  goldsmitns  of 
Edinburgh,  the  inhabitants  of  St.  George, 
Mrddlesex,  the  inhabitants  of  Twicken- 
ham and  Kensington,  the  gentry,  clergy, 
and  yeomanry  of  Market  Laviogton,  th^ 
inhabitants  of  Newbury,  the  occupiers 
and  owners  of  lands  in  various  parts  of 
England,  the  inhabitants  of  Wigan,  Abing- 
don, Maidenhead,  St.  Neot's,  Batley,  Wel- 
ton  cum  Melton,  Aldborough,  St.  John 
of  Wapping,  Warwick,  Ashburton,  Dews- 
bury,  and  Devizes. 

Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  on  presenting 
the  petition  from  the  freeholders  and  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Warwick,  ob- 
served, that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was 
not  only  against  the  property  tax,  but  ipso 
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for  the  reduction  of  the  proposed  military 
estabh'shment,  and  for  the  abolition  of 
sinecure  places  and  pensions.  As  he  had 
not  been  able  to  attend  in  his  place  during 
the  discussion  of  the  army  estimates  on 
the  motion  for  going  into  the  committee, 
he  wished  to  take  the  present  opportunity 
of  stating  to  the  House,  in  a  very  few 
words,  his  sentiments  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  proposed  establishment.  He  thought 
it  larger  than  the  country  could  afford  to 
maintain,  because  in  our  present  situation 
we  could  afford  nothing  that  was  not  ab- 
solutely necessary.  As  to  the  property 
tax,  his  sentiments  concurred  entirely 
with  those  of  the  petitioners.  The  opi- 
nion throughout  the  country  was,  that  it 
could  not  be  continued  during  peace  with- 
out a  breach  of  faith.  Without  entering 
minutely  into  this  question,  he  could  only 
say,  that  if  he  were  in  the  situation  of  his 
majesty's  ministers,  he  would  certainly 
not  press  any  measure  which  the  country 
universally  understood  they  had  promised 
not  to  adopt.  It  was  a  tax  levied  at  best 
upon  an  assumed  income,  but  in  the  pre- 
sent times  it  was  a  tax  upon  absolute  loss. 
Chearfully  as  it  had  been  paid  in  war,  the 
public  had  a  right  now  to  be  relieved 
from  it. 

Mr.  Preston  on  presenting  a  petition 
from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  of 
Ashburton,  against  the  property  tax,  took 
occasion  to  repeat  some  of  his  observations 
on  the  distresses  of  the  agricultural  inte- 
rest, attributing  them  chiefly  to  the  enor- 
mous weight  of  taxation.  He  remarked, 
that  one  of  the  pretexts  of  ministers  for 
continuing  the  property  tax,  was,  the 
necessity  of  supporting  that  pretty  sort  of 
thing  called  the  sinking  fund.  The  peti- 
tioners, he  said,  characterized  the  tax  as 
odious  and  inquisitorial,  and  applicable 
only  to  a  period  of  war. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Smith  presented  a  petition 
from  the  portreeves  and  other  inhabitants 
of  Aihburton,  setting  forth  ; 

**  That  the  petitioners  having,  within 
the  last  ten  days,  by  themselves  and  many 
other  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town 
and  borough,  petitioned  the  House,  in 
consequence  of  a  public  meeting  con- 
vened by  the  portreeves  for  that  purpose, 
for  some  relief  to  be  afforded  to  the  agri- 
cultural interest  of  the  country  at  large, 
from  the  heavy  and  burthensome  taxes 
they  DOW  pay,  and  particularly  from  pay- 
ment of  the  tenant's  property  tax,  cannot 
but  express  their  concern  that  they  should 
be  QDCier  the  necessity  of  again  stating 


their  sentiments  on  the  same  subject ;  but 
they  are  compelled  to  do  so,  m  conse- 
quence of  another  petition,  which  they 
understand  is  intended  to  be  sent  to  the 
House,  in  terms  which  they  do  not  ap- 
prove of,  and  signed  by  some  of  the  per- 
sons whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the 
said  former  petition;  the  petitioners  lament, 
in  common  with  their  neighbours  and  the 
country  at  large,  that  there  should  be 
occasion  to  continue  the  payment  of  taxes 
after  the  restoration  of  peace,  which  fall 
so  heavy  on  the  public ;  but  they  are  well 
aware,  that  upon  the  conclusion  of  so  long 
and  arduous  a  contest,  the  expenses  neces- 
sary to  be  discharged  must  require  a 
heavy  taxation  ;  they  trust,  however,  that 
parliament,  in  its  wisdom,  will  adopt  the 
most  effectual  and  speedy  means  possible, 
to  reduce  the  public  expenses,  and  also  td 
lessen  the  payment  of  sinecures,  pensions, 
and  other  burthens  of  the  state ;  and  that 
the  property  tax  on  the  tenant,  tlie  tax  on 
laboured  horses,  and  some  other  payments 
which  bear  principally  on  agriculture  and 
on  the  lower  and  middling  classes  of 
people ;  and  under  these  circumstances, 
the  petitioners  consider  that  the  remainder 
of  the  property  tax  at  5/.  per  cent,  if  not 
clothed  with  such  strong  and  inquisitorial 
powers,  may  be  kept  on  Toot  tor  two  years, 
and  that  the  money  so  to  be  raised  will  be 
obtained  with  less  public  grievance  than 
in  any  other  way." 

Mr.  Preston  said,  that  the  petition  evi- 
dently prayed  against  the  inquisitorial 
power,  which  was  a  great  object  of  those 
who  opposed  the  tax  altogether. 

Mr.  Brovrrham  observed,  that  this  was 
the  first  petition  he  had  heard  of,  that  ap- 
proved of  the  property  tax,  under  any 
modification,  and  he  suggested,  that  as  the 
good  people  of  Andover  had  no  objection 
to  the  tax,  it  niight  not  be  improper  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  except- 
ing them  if  the  tax  were  to  be  abolished. 
The  willingness  with  which  these  peti- 
tioners offered  themselves  for  taxation, 
reipinded  him  of  the  anecdote  which  was 
related  of  king  James  1st,  who  once  asked 
the  opinion  of  two  of  his  bishops,  on  the 
propriety  of  his  levying  money  by  his  own 
autliority.  One  of  them,  the  bishop  of 
Lincoln,  replied,  that  no  one  could  dispute 
the  authority  of  his  majesty,  for  <<  he  was 
the  breath  of  their  nostrils.*'  Turning  to 
the  other,  the  bishop  of  Norwich,  the  king 
said,  *<  What  does  your  lordship  think  ?" 
To  which  he  answered,  *•  Your  majesty 
certainly  may  take  tiie  money  of  my  bro- 
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ther  of  Lincoln/'  Mr.  Brougham  said,  he 
thought  that  the  same  might  now  with  aa 
good  reason  be  said  to  the  petitiooers  from 
Andover  [Hear,  bear!]. 

Barrack  Dspartment— Public  De- 
IPAULTBRS.]  Mr.  Brougham  wished  to 
submit  a  motion  to  the  House,  to  which 
he  apprehended  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion. It  was  for  **  copies  of  all  corres- 
pondence which  had  taken  place  between 
the  treasury  and  the  auditor  of  the  barrack 
department,  touching  the  arrears  of  that 
department*** 

The  ChanceUor  <tf  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  belicTed,  from  recollection,  that  the 
correspondence  wasei^tremely  voluminous. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  would 
point  out  the  particular  part  of  the  corres« 
pondence  to  which  he  wished  to  refer, 
there  would  be  every  disposition  to  meet 
his  wishes. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  merely-  wished 
lo  refer  to  Uiat  part  which  respected  the 
defoult  of  Alexander  Davison,  and  general 
Delancey. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  whole  of  this  correspondence  was  very 
long.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
cotud,  perhaps,  suggest  some  particular 
point,  to  which  he  was  desirous  of  re- 
curring. 

Mr.  Brougham  never  having  seen  the 
correspondence  in  question,  was  at  a  loss 
to  point  out  the  date  of  that  part  of  the 
correspondence  which  had  relation  to  the 
transaction  which  he  was  anxious  to  bring 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
He  would,  iiowever,  state  the  circum- 
stance which  gave  rise  to  his  motion. 
About  a  year  and  a  halfback,  he  believed 
St  was,  he  understood  that  Mr.  Alexander 
Davison  was,  declared  by  the  auditor  of 
the  barrack^department  to  be  a  defaulter, 
to  the  amount  of  ninety  or  a  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  since  which  no  payment 
bad  been  made,  nor  had  any  security  been 
taken,  either  by  issuing  an  extent  or  other- 
wise, to  ensure  to  the  public  this  sum. 
What  he  wished  to  ascertain  was,  whether 
any  steps  had  since  been  taken  to  recover 
tnis  balance,  and  what  means  had  been 
adopted  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  an  extent 
which  was  the  usual  course  on  such  occa- 
sions i 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  could,  he  believed,  in  a  few  words,  ex- 
plain this  transaction.  It  was  true  that 
the  auditor-general  did  report  to  the  trea- 
sury that  a  balance  was  due  by  Alexander 
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Davison,  to  the  amount  stated,  being  a 
balance  of  his  account  with  general  De« 
lancy.  Mr.  Davison  had,  however,  dis- 
puted this  claim,  and  the  subject  was  now 
undergoing  an  investigation  in  the  court 
of  exchequer.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
treasury  had  felt  it  their  duty  to  secure 
the  public,  be  the  result  of  this  inquiry 
what  it  might,  and  they  were  about  to 
issue  an  extent  against  Mr.  Davison,  when 
he  came  forward  and  offered  ample  secu- 
rity on  real  property,  to  abide  the  event. 
This  was  accepted,  but  the  extent  was 
still  kept  hanging  over  him. 

Mr.  Brougham  said f  that  if  this  expla- 
nation turned  out  to  be  consistent  with  the 
real  circumstances  of  the  case,  nothing 
could  be  more  satisfactory.  He  was 
anxious,  however,  that  the  House  should 
be  satisfied  on  the  subject,  and  as  the  best 
mode  of  coming  at  that  part  of  the  corres* 
pondence  which  was  necessary  to  decide 
the  question,  he  thought  he  might,  as  had 
been  done  on  former  occasions,  be  per- 
mitted to  see  the  correspondence,  in  order 
that  he  might  select  what  he  wanted. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
there  was  no  objection  whatever  to  this, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  might 
see  the  correspondence  any  day  he  chose 
to  call  at  the  treasury. 

Mr^  Brougham  then  withdrew  bis 
motion* 

Army  Estimates.]  Mr.  Osborne  ap- 
peared at  the  bar  with  the  Report  of  the 
Army  Estimates.  On  the  question,  that 
the  said  report  be  brought  up, 

Mr.  Cocks  said,  he  wished  to  take  that 
opportunity  of  offering  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  (juestion  embraced  by  this  report.  He 
considered  that  at  the  present  crisis  of  the 
country,  no  subject  was  of  more  im- 
portance than  its  military  policy,  or  called 
for  more  dispassionate  and  minute  deli- 
beration. It  appeared  to  him  that  through- 
out the  late  momentous  war  in  which  we 
had  been  engaged,  his  majesty's  ministers 
had  deserved  the  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try, and  therefore  it  was  that  he  viewed 
with  more  regret  the  course  which  they 
were  now  taking.  It  was  but  justice  to 
remark,  that  as  far  as  our  external  in* 
terests  were  concerned,  in  the  arrange- 
ments resulting  from  the  recent  peace, 
nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory,  or  be 
better  calculated  to  obtain  perfect  security. 
It  was  to  be  lamented,  however,  that  m 
turning  our  eyes  to  our  internal  situation, 
the  same  sources  of  pleasure  were  not  to 
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be  founds    Witliout,  all  was  prosperity ; 
within^  nothing  but  dittrett  and  misery. 
In  such  a  situation  of  things  at  horoe,  it 
was  the  duty  of  every  member  of  that 
House  not  to  sive  a  vote  in  favour  of  any 
measure  which  went  to  impose  upon  the 
country  an  unnecessary  expense.    If  ever 
there  was  a  period  when  this  precaution 
was  more  necessary  than  another,  it  was 
the  present.    The  House  was  on  all  oc- 
casions the  guardians  of  the  people*  and  it 
was  now  peculiarly  the  guardians  of  their 
distresses.    It  behoved  them  to  scrutinise 
every  item  of  expense  which  was  sug- 
gested, with  the  utmost  jealousy,  and  not 
to  sufiier  a  farthing  to  be  drawn  from  the 
country  which  was  to  be  avoided.    With 
these  feelings  he  should  proceed  to  view 
the  question  before  the  House.    He  did 
not  pretend  to  know  what  might  be  an 
adequate  force  for  the  protection  of  our 
colonies.    He  was  aware  that  those  colo- 
nies had  been  increased,  and  that  the  state 
of  Ireland,  too,  required  the  employment 
of  a  large^force.    Be  this  as  it  mieht,  he 
thought,  in  a  state  of  peace,  and  consi- 
dering the  distresses  of  the  country,  we 
ought  to  go  as  much  as  possible,  in  the 
arrangement  of  our  military  establishment, 
upon    the    principle    adopted    in    1792. 
Judging  by  this  principle,  he  could  not 
imagine  that  it  was  necessary  to  vote  so 
large  a  number  of  men  for  the  service  of 
£ngland  as  ^,000.    In  1792,  the  number 
of  men  voted  for  EngTand  was  but  17»000. 
This  he  thought  was  quite  adequate  to  the 
purposes  of  the  country,  and  ought  to 
form  the  basis  of  our  present  arrange- 
ments.   We  were  told  toat  our  garrisons 
were  increased  in  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try,  and  that  an  additional  number  of  men, 
of  consequence,  was  necessary.  Admitting 
all  this,  however,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  ac- 
count for  the  enormous  extent  of  one  par- 
ficular  species  of  force— he  alluded  to  that 
iOf  cavalry.    From  the  estimates  before  the 
House,  he  was  led  to  conclude,  that  the 
cavahry  was  to  comprise  no  less  a  number 
than  14,S00.    He  cpnfessed  he  was  struck 
with  the  extraordinary  extent  of  this  force, 
inasmuch  as  he  could  not  immediately 
discover  its  utility  in  a  time  of  peace. 
The  defence  of  our  colonies,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  did 
not  require  cavalry.    The  cavalry  of  India 
suid  France  was  distinct  from  this  esti- 
mate; so  that  il  appeared  that  this  im- 
mense body  was  to  be  applicable  to  Ire- 
land and  England  alone.    How  it  could 
bi  aecenaiy  fer  Uuw  countriea  wm  be- 


yond hb  comprehension.  He  did  not  pre- 
sume to  say  what  was  the  necessary  num- 
ber of  cavslry  for  Ireland ;  but  the  pro- 
portion to  25,000  men,  he  apprehended, 
did  not  exceed  from  three  to  four  thousand* 
Eleven  thousand,  therefore,  was  led  for 
England  alone.  In  1792,  the  whole  amount 
of  the  cavalry  embodied  did  not  exceed 
three  thousand  odd,  which  nnade  an  enor- 
mous difference  offeree  and  expense.  He 
therefore  could  not  see  why  so  many 
cavalry  were  necessary.  We  had  now 
6,500  more  than  at  any  former  period,  and 
this  only  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
smu^ling.  He  entreated  the  House  to 
consider  whether  the  number  proposed 
was  absolutely  necessary ;  if  it  was  not,  it 
became  the  duty  of  every  member  to  vole 
against  it* 

Mr.  Newman  conceived,  that  the  main- 
taining so  large  a  body  of  cavalry,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  iust  sat  aown,  would  have  the  most 
pernicious  effisct  upon  the  morals  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  He  particularly 
I  objected  to  the  employment  of  this  species 
of  force  in  the  protection  of  the  revenue ; 
becsuse  he  believed  the  men  more  capable 
of  being  bribed  than  any  others— added  to 
which,  they  would  obtain  such  irregular 
habits  as  would  necessarily  prove  destruc- 
tive to  that  discipline  which  it  was  de- 
sirable, on  all  occasions,  to  maintain  in 
the  British  army.  Indeed  he  thought 
them  little  better  than  a  species  of  guer- 
rillas. Another  point  of  view  in  wbidb  the 
maintaining  so  large  a  body  of  cavalry 
was  objectionable  was,  the  increase  wliicb 
would  necessarily  take  place  in  the  poor- 
rates.  It  was  true  that  their  residence  in 
our  villages  might  promote  the  recruiting 
of  young  dragoons,  but  the  morals  of  the 
people  would  be  the  sacrifice.  At  the 
moment  of  the  return  of  peace  it  was  im^ 
portant  that  our  military  establishment 
should  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible 
standard ;  and  conceiving,  as  he  did,  that 
attention  had  not  been  paid  to  the  sug- 
gestions, that  had  been  thrown  out  on  this 
head,  he  should  vote  against  the  resolution 
of  the  committee  being  adopted  by  the 
House.  Another  point  to  which  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  was  the 
yeomanry  cavalry.  Though,  under  some 
circumstances,  such  a  force  might  be  ne- 
cessary, he  did  not  think  it  was  called  for 
at  present*  In  time  of  peace  such  a  body 
was,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  very  ob- 
jectionable* He  had  been  told  by  farmers^ 
whose  iona  liad  entered  the  yeoman  ca- 
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▼airy,  that  thej  were  ruined  in  conse« 
quence.  He  had  al«o  known  men,  who 
were  rery  good  fanners,  before  they  at- 
tached themselves  to  such  corps,  but  who 
soon  forgot  the  agricultura]  knowledge 
they  had  previously  acquired.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  adverted  to  tlie  increase 
of  the  household  troops,  and  expressed  his 
opinion,  that  they  ought  to  be  reduced. 
The  foot-guards  had  &o  been  greatly  ex- 
tended. It  would  be  a  very  great  benefit 
to  the  country  if  their  establishment  was 
also  confined  within  more  narrow  bounds. 
The  noble  lord  opposite  had  stated,  that 
they  were  more  available  now  than  for- 
merly. That  might  be  very  true.  But  if 
the  service  of  other  troops,  equally  good, 
could  be  procured  at  a  more  moderate  ex- 
pense, it  would  be  better,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  to  employ  them. 
They  ought  now  to  study  the  useful  in- 
stead of  the  ornamental.  As  to  the  pen- 
sions, be  quite  agreed  with  an  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  though  the  expense  was  very 
heavy,  it  was  incurred  in  supporting  per- 
sons who  were  every  way  deserving  of  it. 
The  local  militia  appeared  to  him  to  be 
altogether  unnecessary.  The  military  col- 
lege, though  he  approved  of  the  establish- 
ment,, mignt,  he  thought,  be  supported  at 
a  less  expense.  The  retired  chaplains 
cost  the  country  a  very  large  sum  ;  but,  if 
a  military  church  were  to  be  built,  and  he 
understood  such  a  work  was  in  contem- 
plation, those  persons  might  be  employed 
in  it.  In  conclusion,  the  hon.  member 
expressed  his  determination,  however  pain- 
ful it  was  to  him,  to  vote  against  the  esti- 
mates, as  they  now  stood. 

Colonel  FoUi/  intrcated  the  House  to 
look  at  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
and,  having  examined  it  minutely,  to  say, 
whether  it  was  such  as  would  justify  the 
keeping  on  foot  a  single  soldier  more  than 
absolute  necessity  called  for.  Those  who 
took  such  a  view  of  our  internal  concerns, 
must  be  convinced,  that  the  country  was 
in  a  state  which  called  for  the  strictest 
economy,  even  in^he  most  trifling  things. 
That  this  establishment  was  only  to  be  con- 
tinued for  a  short  time,  was  an  argument 
that  did  not  weigh  with  him.  He  felt  a 
strong  constitutional  jealousy  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  standing  army.  It  was  a  prin- 
ciple which  their  fathers  always  cherished, 
and  he  hoped  their  sons  would  not  shrink 
from  maintaining  it.  He  did  not  say  that 
this  ereat  establishment  would  threaten 
any  £inger  to  the  country,  to-day  or  to- 
morrow; but  he  would  mipresi  on  tbe 
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House  the   necessity  of  watching,  with 
vigilant  care,   the    introduction  of    any 
system,  that  might,  in  the  end,  be  detri- 
mental to  that  constitution  which  was  so 
dear  and  so  sacred  to  them.    It  was  soid, 
the  establishment  would  last  only  for  a 
short  lime.     They,  ho\*'ever,  had  no  time 
to  lose.     Instant  economy  was  called  for. 
And,  if  they  did  not  proceed  immediately 
upon  a  course  of  retrenchment,  the  trades- 
men and  farmers,  throughout  the  country, 
would  inevitably  be  ruined.     In  Ireland, 
it  appeared,  a  large  force  was  to  be  em- 
ployed.    He  saw  no  reason  for  it.    If  the 
taxes  were  reduced,  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  a  standing  army  there.    A 
conciliatory  system  might  allay  that  fer- 
ment in  the  public  mind,  which  dragoon- 
ing  never  could.    But,  if  the  House  and 
his  majesty's    ministers    made    light   of 
the  sufferings  and  distresses  of  the  Irish 
people,    perhaps  a  much  greater  army 
would  be  called  for,  than  that  which  was 
now  determined  onT    An  observation  had 
been  made,  which,  coming  from  the  hon. 
member  for  Buckingham  (Mr.  Fremantle) 
who  had  himself  held  a  high  office,  struck 
him  very  forcibly.     That  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  that  millions  (he  did  not  know 
whether  he   mentioned    many   millions^ 
could  be  saved  to  the  country,  by  a  revi* 
sion  of  the  office-establishments.    In  the 
present  burthened  and  oppressed  situation 
of  the  country,  such  a  measure  would  be 
attended  with  incalculable  benefit.     But 
he  gave  little  credit  to  the  professions  of 
economy,  of  which  he  had  heard  so  much 
from  the  other  side,  and  seen  so  little. 
How  could  he  credit  them,  when  minis- 
ters, with  the  word  <  economy*  in  their 
mouths,  came  down  to  the  House,  and 
asked  them  for  a  military  establishment  of 
161,000  men,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace? 
They  told  the  House,  that  if  they  made 
every  retrenchment  in  their  power,   the 
saving  to  the  country  would  "  only**  be 
600,000/.     **  Only*'  six  hundred  thousand 
pounds!    That  was  not  the  language  in 
which  he  would  speak   of  such  a  sum. 
That  was    not    the  language  in   which, 
at  any  time,  but  particularly  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  it  ought  to  be  spoken  of. 
Dreading  so  large  an  establishment  as 
dangerous,  in  a  constitutional  point  of 
view,  and  knowing  that  the  nation  was 
not  able  to  support  the  expense,  he  roust 
object  (o  it.    In  doing  this,  he  felt  that 
he  was  discharging  a  sacred  duty  both  to 
his  constituents  and  to  the  country. 
Mr.  Courtauni  tdjAf  there  never  wasa^ 
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occasion  on  which  the  members  of  thai 
Houte  were  more  imperatively  called  on 
to  examine  the  estimates  laid  before  them, 
than  they  were  at  present.    The  conclu- 
sions, however,  to  which  he  had  come, 
aAer  an  attentive  consideration   of  the 
subject,  were  very  different  from  those 
that  tlie  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
had  arrived  at.      Unquestionably,  they 
had  a  most  important  question  to  consider. 
On  the  one  hand,  they  had  to  take  care 
that  no  burthen  was  placed  on  the  people, 
beyond  wiiat  was   absolutely  necessary; 
but  the  hon.  gentleman  roust  allow,  that 
they  also  had  a  duty  to  perform  towards 
themselves  and  the  country,  and  that  they 
ought  not  to  shrink  from  imposing  a  bur- 
then, if  it  were  evidently  called  for.    They 
ought  not  to  give  way  to  any  thing,  in  the 
shape  of  remonstrance  or  complaint,  which 
they  did  not  conceive  to  be  well-founded. 
The  Prince  Regent's  ministers  called  for 
the  number  of  troops  which  appeared,  in 
their  judgment,  necessary  for  the  service 
of  the  empire.     T1)eir  judgment  undoubt- 
edly might  be  erroneous  ;  and,  if  it  were 
so— if  a  less  establishment  would  answer 
the  purpose — no  man  could  attempt  to  ar- 
gue that  it  ought  not  to  be  preferred  to 
the  larger  one.     This  subject  had  been 
discussed  on  two  distinct  lines  of  objec- 
tion; and  he  thought  the  course  taken, 
in  debating  the  question  on  going  into  the 
committee,  was,  in  the  view  entertained 
of  the  question  by  gentlemen  opposite, 
perfectly  correct  and  parliamentary.     If 
he  had,  like  them,  considered  the  whole 
system  improper,  he  would  have  proceeded 
in  the  same  way,  and  called  on  ministers 
to  go  back  to  the  Crown,  and  to  introduce 
the  estimates  in  a  new  shape.     But  he 
took  a  view  of  the  question  he  was  not 
ashamed  to  say,  totally  different.      He 
could  see  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  the 
present  government,  from  which  it  could 
be  inferred,  that  they  would  unnecessa- 
rily or  improperly  demand  a  large  military 
force,  that  might  have  an  operation  inimi- 
cal to  the  free  constitution  of  England. 
If  he  felt  any  such  apprehension,  he  would 
have  taken  the  course  adopted  by  gentle- 
men opposite.     He  now  came  to  consider 
whether  the  army  proposed  was  unneces- 
sary,   or  disproportioned    to  our  means 
of  supporting  it.    In  the  first  place,  it  was 
proper  to  look  to  the  colonies.    The  go- 
vernment of  the  country  were  bound  to 
afford  protection  to  those  colonies,  whe- 
ther conquered  by  force  of  arms,  or  ceded 
to  us  by  treaties ;  and  the  question  was» 
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whether  that  protection  could  be  given, 
in  a  mahner  less  burthensome  to  the  coun« 
try,  than  that  which  ministers  had  pro- 
posed.—As  to  one  branch  of  the  service, 
there  appeared  in  that  House  to  be  very 
little  difference  of  opinion.     He  alluded 
to  the  force  destined  for  Ireland.     The 
right  hon.  secretary  for  Ireland  had  »howa 
in  his  able  speech  on  the  state  of  that 
country,  that  far  other  remedies  than  a 
military  force  were  necessary  to   render 
the  people  tranquil  and  peaceable.     But 
still  every  person  who  looked  to  the  his- 
tory of  Ireland,  must  see,  that,   in   the 
course  of  the  next  two  years,  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  employ  a  large  military 
body  there.— -With  respect  to  the  colo- 
nies, if  government  intended  they  should 
remain  with  us,  they  must  be  adequately 
protected.      Gentlemen     had    observed, 
that,  at  the  present  moment,  there  was 
no  fear  of  their  being  invaded;  and,  that 
even  if  they  were  attacked,  Uie  inhabitants 
might  defend  themselves.     Such  an  ar- 
ffument    he    thought    most    disgraceful. 
Having  taken  certain  colonies  under  their 
care,  it  would  be  shameful  if  they  neg- 
lected to  provide  for  their  defence.     With 
respect  to  the  reduction  proposed  by  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bankes),  he  could  not 
call   to  his  mind  any  data  on  which  they 
could  be  founded.     He  could  not  see  oa 
what  safe  parliamentary  grounds  his  hon. 
friend  had  come  to  the  conclusions  he 
stated  to  the  House.     He  could   under- 
stand the  line  of  argument  taken  by  gen- 
tlemen opposite,  who  applied  themselves 
to   the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
keeping  up  a  large  military  force.   Though 
he  aid  not  agree  with  them  in  opinion,  he 
understood  their  argument  perfectly.    He 
was  satisfied,  in  his  own  mind,  notwith- 
standing what  had  fallen  from  his  hon. 
friend,  that  the  safety  of  the  colonies  de- 
manded the  force  stated  in  the  estimates, 
and,  therefore,  he  should  support  the  pro- 
position^-^He  now  came  to  inquire,  whe- 
ther the  army  intended  to  be  stationed  in 
England  was  more  than  the  necessity  of 
the  case  called  for.    He  thought,  consider- 
ing the  various  duties  which  were  to  be 
performed,  that  the  force  specified  was  not 
too  great«    As  to  the  cavalry,  about  which 
so  much  had  been  said,  not  more  than 
7000  would  remain  in  England.     Great 
objection   was  made  to  the  employment 
of    those    troops,    in     the    suppression 
of  smuggling,  because,  it  was  said,  that, 
their  morals  and  discipline  would  be  de- 
stroyed.   This  obsenration  would,  how- 
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ever,  have  more  weight,  if  the  practice 
were  a  new  one.  Ever  since  smuggling 
had  existed,  the  light  horse  of  this  coun- 
try had  heen  employed  in  its  prevention ; 
and  he  was  sure  recent  events  had  proved, 
that  their  discipline  had  not^suffered  in 
consequence.  The  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  had  alluded  to  the  possibility  of 
making  great  savings.  Now,  he  did  not 
like  these  general  assertions,  especially 
when  they  came  on  second-hand  autliority. 
Such  statements,  though  they  could  effect 
little  in  that  House,  misht  produce  consi- 
derable mischief  out  of  doors.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say,  tHat  even  savings,  or 
small  sums,  should  be  treated  with  levity; 
but  it  was  wrong  to  adopt  a  loose,  general 
statement,  and  to  throw  it  out  as  worthy 
of  attention,  when,  in  fact,  it  rested  on  no 
solid  foundation.  This  brought  him  back 
to  the  point  from  which  he  had  started, 
which  was,  that  whether  millions,  or  hun- 
dreds of  thousands,  or  even  thousands, 
dould  be  saved,  that  House  ought  to  make 
the  necessary  reduction.  But  it  was  the 
duty  of  individuals,  who  best  knew  that 
those  savings  could  not  be  made,  to  state 
their  opinion  fairly,  and  not  to  shrink  from 
that  opinion,  however  unpopular  it  might 
be.  It  was  necessary  to  maintain  our  co- 
lonial possessions,  although  it  obliged  go- 
vernment to  impose  burthens  on  the  peo- 
ple. The  system  of  the  country  had  been 
to  procure  colonial  possessions ;  and  from 
those  possessions  prosperity  and  riches 
had  flowed  upon  the  country.  The  ques- 
tion, then,  was,  not  whether  protection 
should  be  afforded  them— -but  whether  it 
6ould  be  given  at  a  cheap  rate.  Those 
who  thought  it  could,  ought  certainly  to 
oppose  the  plan  laid  before  the  House ; 
but  those  who,  like  himself,  believed  it 
was  impossible  to  protect  them  at  a  more 
moderate  expense,  would  feel  that  they 
were  acting  conscientiously  and  wisely  in 
voting  for  it.  Looking  to  the  old  colo- 
nies. It  did  appear  to  him,  that,  from  the 
situation  in  which  the  black  population  of 
St.  Domingo  were  now  placed,  and  from 
the  increasing  energies  of  the  American 
people,  it  was  necessary  that  they  should 
be  secured  as  much  as  possible.  The 
evil  which  would  arise,  if  any  one  colony 
were  lef^  too  weakly  defended,  would  be 
sreater,  not  merely  to  that  colony,  but  to 
tne  country  at  large,  than  the  keeping  up 
of  an  overpowering  military  establishment, 
ihimense  as  he  admitted  the  danger  to  be, 
from  svich  a  force.  The  mixing  up  this 
question  with  the  property  tax  (an  littampt 
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which  had  failed  in  producing  the  eflfect 
desired),  appeared  to  him  to  be  highly 
improper.  It  was  clearly  shown  that  no 
practicable  reduction  could  be  made  in 
the  Inilitary  establishment,  that  would 
render  it- unnecessary  to  call  for  that  tax. 
It  would,  therefore,  have  been  a  more 
statesman-like  mode  of  argument,  to  have 
divided  the  two  questions.  He  could  nei- 
ther agree  in  the  views  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  wished  the  whole  system  to 
be  new-modelled,  nor  yet  could  he  con- 
cur in  the  plan  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Bankes),  who  wished,  by  various  reiduc- 
tions,  to  save  two  or  three  millions.  Tho6« 
only  who  wished  the  plan  laid  before  the 
House  by  ministers  to  be  totally  aban- 
doned, could  mix  up  the  two  questions 
with  any  propriety.  The  individuals  who 
demandea  a  few  reductions,  could  not, 
although  they  had  dpne  so,  mingle  the 
consideration  of  the  two  points,  with  the 
smallest  show  of  reason;  because  they 
must  have  known,  even  when  they  callea 
for  those  reductions,  that,  if  they  were 
granted,  still  the  property  tax  would  be 
necessary. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  the  only  consi- 
deration which  couki  induce  him  to  vote 
for  the  employment  of  so  large  a  force  bb 
25,000  men  in  Ireland,  was,  that  this  was 
merely  a  temporary  measure,  intended  to 
repress  temporary  atrocities,  with  which 
it  was  only  possible  to  wrestle  with  a  force 
of  that  kind.  He  could  not  but  deprecate 
in  the  strongest  terms  that  unwillingness 
which  was  manifested  to  inquire  into  the 
condition  of  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  afford 
a  remedy  for  the  evils  from  which  that 
country  suffered—a  country  which  must 
either  prove  a  source  of  strength  or  a 
source  of  weakness  to  the  empire,  ac- 
cording to  the  policy  which  might  be 
adopted  towards  it.  He  was  convinced 
that  nothing  short  of  a  clear  and  deter- 
mined examination  of  all  the  grievances 
which  had  affected  Ireland— not  from  the 
misconduct  of  the  government  of  this  or 
that  day,  but  from  the  misconduct  of  all 
the  governments  of  Ireland —would  do 
for  the  people  of  that  country.  Ireland 
was  now  reaping  the  fruits  of  British 
injustice.  He  claimed,  therefore,  as  an 
act  of  justice  to  Ireland —as  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  United  Empire — that  they 
would  examine  with  the  utmost  attention, 
that  they  would  strictly  scrutinise  the 
mischiefs  of  the  system  of  government 
which,  to  the  digrace  of  this  country,  had 
90  long  afflicted  Ireland.    The  population 
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of  that  countnr  W.M  loo  large  to  be  trodden 
down;  aad  if  parliament  would  not  look 
into  their  grieirances,  they  would  soon 
know  to  their  cost  what  it  was  to  exaspe- 
rate a  whole  nation.  He  had  said  so 
nneht  on  this  occasion  because  he  pain- 
^j  felt  how  roudi  it  was  the  system  of 
that  House  to  postpone  Irish  afiairs  to 
the  very  latest  period  of  the  seMion,  when 
ao  many  members,  either  from  business  or 
from  pleasure,  or  any  pretext  on  which 
they  could  possibly  get  away,  absented ' 
themselves  from  their  duty  in  parliament. 
If  the  noble  lord  opposite  (Castlerea^h) 
had  Tentured  to  descend  from  his  high 
imperial  intercourse  to  examine  a  little 
into  the  condition  of  his  own  suffering 
country,  and  not  merely  left  it  to  come 
out  in  a  consideration  of  the  military 
estimates  whether  any  attention  would 
be  paid  to  Ireland,  it  wquld  not  have 
lowered  that  noble  lord,  perhaps,  in  the 
estimation  of  those  whose  opinion  was  of 
moat  yalue  [Hear,  hear!].  But  tf  that 
noble  lord  chose  to  withdraw  himself 
from  the  consideration  of  the  condition 
of  his  own  country,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  in  every  sense,  to  adopt  a 
different  line  of  conduct,  for  there  was  a 
resolution  on  their  Journals,  that  at  an 
early  period  of  the  present  session,  the 
system  of  the  two  exchequers  of  England 
aind  Ireland  was  to  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration. But  it  was  still  endeavoured  to 
conquer  by  the  same  system  of  delay 
whicn  had  been  so  long  adopted.  His 
majesty's  ministers  might  consider  Ireland 
in  their  estimates  as  contributing  to  the 
expenses  of  the  empire :  but  the  House 
must  be  told  that  Irdand  could  not  take 
upon  her  the  charges  which  she  had 
hitherto  borne,  from  the  state  of  absolute 
ruin  into  which  she  was  plunged  [Hear !]. 
Above  three  fourths  of  the  population  of 
that  country  were  dependent  on  agricul- 
ture. It  was  for  the  House  to  consider 
how  soon  they  would  restore  that  system 
which  had  given  employment  and  sub- 
sistence to  that  people— and  if  not,  how 
long  they  could  keep  them  down  by  such 
a  force  as  25,000  men?  If  they  did  not 
affi>rd  the  proper  remedy,  they  would 
soon  have  a  suffering  peasantry  and  an 
impoverished  and  beggared  gentry,  who 
would  feel,  what  he  never  thought  they 
would  have  occasion  to  feel,  that  the  in- 
tercowae  with  this  country  had  been  a 
curse  to  them.  Buf,  independently  of 
the  just  chdms  of  the  Irish  population  on 
the  sitentioii  of  the  House,  the  intereat 


of  England  was  here  deeply  affected ;  for 
did  not  the  impoverishtneot  of  Ireland 
produce  the  impoverishment  of  England  I 
The  Custom-house  accounts  would  teach 
them,  that  the  importation  of  all  articles 
of  mere  necessity  in  the  daily  habits  of 
life  into  Ireland  had  greatly  decreased — 
the  peasant  wore  a  coat  in  ragii,  because 
he  could  not  afford  to  buy  another.  He 
would  implore  the  House,  again  and 
again,  not  to  consider  this  as  a  cursory 
subject—a  subject  which  they  could  exa- 
mine at  their  convenience  and  leisure,-* 
but  to  afford,  without  delay,  a  consti* 
tutional  remedy  to  a  suffering  people; 
and  if  they  brought  soldiers  into  the 
country  to  repress  the  crimes  and  atro^ 
cities  which  at  present  prevailed  in  Ire- 
land, that  they  would  also  inquire  into  and 
put  a  stop  to  those  grievances  by  which 
the  crimes  and  atrocities  were  occasioned 
— [Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  Charles  Grants  jun.  begged  leave 
to  disclaim  any  wish  on  the  part  of  hia 
majesty's  government  to  keep  down  Ire* 
land  with  an  armed  force.  He  might  say 
that  his  majesty's  government  were  as 
much  convinced  as  the  hon.  baronet  of 
the  truth  of  the  sentiments  which  he  had 
just  delivered;  and  he  appealed  to  the 
speech  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  the  secret 
tary  for  Ireland  on  a  late  occasion,  for 
a  confirmation  of  what  he  had  asserted. 
With  respect  to  the  question  more  imme- 
diately before  them,  there  were  two  ways 
in  which  it  might  be  considered;  first, 
what  was  the  extent  of  forces  which  our 
finances  enabled  us  to  keep  up;  and, 
secondly,  what  was  the  amount  of  force 
which  the  defence  of  our  empire  required. 
If  it  was  true  that  we  were  at  the  end  of 
our  finances,  then  this  was  no  longer  a 
political  but  a  financial  system — then  he 
would  say,  reduce  the  extent  of  the 
empire  which  your  finances  will  not  allow 
you  to  retain ;  because  it  was  the  greatest 
of  all  follies  to  wish  to  keep  possession  of 
an  empire  which  we  could  not  afford  to 
protect.  But  he  was  convinced  that  the 
country  had  resources,  and  though  its 
distress  was  unquestionable,  the  cause  of 
that  distress  was  temporary.  It  did  not 
follow,  because  he  sympathised  with  the 
distress,  that  he  should  conclude  our 
resources  were  exhausted.  We  had  now 
conceded  8  millions  of  taxation,  and  if 
this  relief  was  not  adequate  to  the  general 
expectation,  it  was,  after  the  close  of  so 
arauous  a  contest,  as  much  as  the  im- 
nsediatie  circumatanoea  of  the  country 
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admitted.    At  the  end  of  the  A.in^can 
If  ar  it  had  also  been  loudly  proclaimed, 
that  the  national  meant  were  exhausted  : 
an  hon.  gentleman  had  eren  said,  that 
the  country  was  exhausted^    What  had 
then  been  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt  f   He 
felt,  in  1783,  that  he  ought  to  look  to 
something  beyond   the  prevailing  wishes 
of.  the  people ;  that  he  had  their  general 
security  to  provide  for,  and  that  a  time 
"Would  come  when,  emerging  from  their 
error,  they  would  trace  back  to,  bis  mea- 
sures the  causes  of  their   prosperity  or 
their  decline.    The  good  effects  of  these 
magnanimous  counsels  were   afterwards 
f  eaiieed  in  the  progressive  strength  of  the 
empire,  and  in  the  accumulation  of  those 
•vast  resources  which  had  enabled  Great 
Britain  to  effect  all  her  subsequent  achieve* 
aents.    He  might  have  been  then  told,  as 
4he  present  ministers  now  were,  about 
military  despotism,  and  the  uselessness  of 
colonies ;  but  in  the  face  of  all  these  dif- 
£cuUies  he  ventured  to  propose  new  taxes. 
Parliament  had  the  wisdom   to    impose 
them.  Their  beneficial  results  were  known. 
Why,  then,  should  not  the  same  system 
he  at  jpresent  adopted  ?   It  was  agreed  on 
•all  sides  that  a  considerable  increase  in 
the    establishnaent,    iu   comparison   with 
that  of  1792,   was  necessary;    but  why 
Aould  the  House  be  entirely  bound  by 
the  establishment  of  that  period  ?   It  was 
the  situation  of  the  empire,  and  of  £urope, 
that  ought  to  form  the  object  of  their 
consideration.    It  had  never   been    the 
policy  of  a  British  statesman  to  look  with 
indifference  at  the  state  of  Europe.     It 
ivas  said  that  it  was  our  policy  to  entangle 
jQurselves  too  deeply  with  European  po- 
litics ;  but  he  would  ask  when  it  had  been 
Jess  so^    Was  it  under  William  3d,  or 
under  queen  Anne?    The  question  was 
not  now,  whether  the  country  should  be 
raised  to  the  highest  pitch  of  glory  and 
of  power,  but  whether,  having  obtiiined 
that  point  it  would  be  wise  to  abandon  it. 
Experience  had  shown  us  the  possibility 
of  maintaining  our  ascendancy  in  Europe 
without  equalling  the  numerical  strength 
of  her  armies.     But  it  was  necessary  to 
consider  what  was  the  state  of  Europe 
when  Mr.  Pitt  proposed  the  establishment 
of  1792.  Never  had  the  arts  and  sciences, 
and  the  civil  power  been  more  predomi- 
nant than  between  the  close  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  and  that  period.     There  were 
then  not  500,000  men  in  arms  on  the 
continent,  and  now  there  were  upwards  of 
h^iOOfiOO.     Eraoce,  which  had  always 
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been  the  chief  object  of  our  alarm,  was 
then  in  such  a  situation,  that  Mr.  Bux4ce 
had  said  that  when  he  looked  at  the  map 
of  Europe,  he  found  that  France  no 
longer  existed.  It  was  at  sucb  a  period 
that  Mr.  Pitt  had  proposed  his  establish- 
ment ;  but  how  different  was  now  the 
nature  of  things!  It  was  asked,  was 
this  the  result  of  our  exertions  and  our 
sacrifices?  Had  we  not  attained 
object?  The  fact  was,  we  had 
eviry  thing,  but  we  had  not  yet  secured 
it.  The  skill  and  wisdom  that  had  led  to 
the  acquirement,  must  now  be  employed 
in  fixing  and  securing  the  enjoyment  of 
the  blessing.  There  yet  remained  for  us 
a  victory  over  the  elements  of  discord  in 
Europe— *over  the  principles  of  Jacobinism, 
from  which  so  many  mischiefs  had  origi* 
nated— over  the  military  spirit  which  had 
so  long  disturbed  the  world,  and  which 
was  not  yet  extirpated.  They  had  to 
di^se  throughout  Europe  a  sense  of 
security  and  adequate  protection  among 
the  civjl  part  of  the  population,  to  enable 
them  to  feel  their  proper  weight  in  the 
state,  and  lower  down  the  mUitarr  to  a 
due  subserviency  to  the  civil  autnority. 
A  constitutional  objection  had  been  stated 
to  an  increase  of  our  establishments 
beyond  that  of  former  periods.  If  that 
increase  of  our  establishments,  which  our 
extended  empire  now  demanded,  were 
incompatible  with  our  constitution,  he 
should  have  no  hesitation  in  at  once  saying, 
rather  reduce  your  empire  than  invade 
your  constitution.  But  was  it  true  that  the 
constitution  which  was  fit  for  a  small  state 
was  unfit  for  a  mighty  empire  ?  Whoever 
looked  at  our  constitution  must  acknow- 
ledge that  one  of  its  most  striking  features 
was  the  facility  with  which  it  adapted  itself 
to  all  the  exigencies  of  a  nation,  to  every 
new  and  unforeseen  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances in  the  progress  of  a  great,  a 
growing,  and  extended  empire.  The 
constitution  of  some  countries,  like  that  of 
Sparta,  for  instance,  had  been  found,  by 
experience,  suitable  only  to  the  com- 
munity for  which  it  was  originally  framed. 
Our  own  possessed  the  faculty  of  deve- 
loping every  variety  of  resource,  and 
every  principle  of  action— of  causing  the 
democratic  interest  to  keep  pace  with  the 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown.  The  re- 
sources which  it  developed  were  always 
sufficient  to  meet  the  difficulty  of  the  oc- 
casion. If  the  royal  authority,  for  in- 
stance, was  increased,  that  increase  had 
been  accompwued  by  a  corresponding  ac»^ 
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cettioii  ta  the  democratical  part  of  the 
consdtutioo.  If  the  demands  of  the  em- 
pire required  the  maintenaoce  of  a  ^reat 
mUitary  force,  the  constitution  itself 
afiwded  a  power  to  keep  that  force  in 
check.  The  general  diffusion  of  infor- 
matiooy  the  rapidly  increasing  weight  of 
fHibh'c  opinion,  the  increanmg  opulence 
and  strength  of  the  country^4hese  were 
the  resources  with  which  our  constitution 
supplied  us,  and  enabled  us  to  avert  the 
dangers  which  threatened  an  extenuTe 
empire.  These  were  the  correctives  of 
power  with  which  we  were  supplied  by 
our  constitution.  If  it  was  said,  that  we 
had  tripled  our  armies,  he  would  say  that 
the  checks  of  those  armies  were  also  at 
the  same  time  more  than  tripled;  and 
that  all  those  checks,  all  those  resources 
which  we  derived  from  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge  and  the  increase  of  wealth, 
constituted  as  it  were  a  source  of  vitality 
which  would  always  be  found  adequate  to 
our  protection,  and  never  allow  us  to  be 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  consulting 
our  safety  at  the  expense  of  the  integrity 
of  a  mighty  empire  [Hear,  hear !].  But 
it  had  been  said  the  constitutions  of  the 
states  of  former  times  were  overturned  by 
standing  armies,  by  armies  drawn  from 
the  bosom  of  the  countries  which  they  en- 
alaved.  He  must,  however,  take  the 
liberty  of  saying,  that  the  precedents  had 
been  brought  forward  in  too  indefinitive  a 
manner  to  afford  any  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  from  them.  Without  a  reference 
to  the  constitution  of  the  C4>untry  and  to 
the,  constitution  of  the  army  itself  by 
which  it  had  been  subjugated,  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  population  compared  with  the 
number  of  the  army,  it  was  impossible  to 
draw  any  satisfactory  inference  with  re- 
gard to  any  other  country— these  were 
data,  without  which  it  would  be  found 
impossible  to  solve  the  problem,  how  hr 
the  military  energies  of  a  people  might 
with  safety  be  developed  in  a  period  of 
peace — these  were  data  without  which 
they  must  leave  the  problem  as  it  was. 
Those  who  arf^ued  from  the  history  of  the 
states  in  question,  were  apt  to  overlook  a 
most  material  circumstance,  that  a  great 
part  of  their  population  was  not  applicable 
to  any  struggle  between  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary authority,  was  locked  up  in  domestic 
alavery.  He  would  take  a  state  of  a 
population  of  300,000,  with  an  army  of 
30,000,  the  state  of  Athens,  for  hinance, 
or  any  other  annilarly  drcumstancecl— 
4XKiU  it  be  conoehrod  thai  the  whole  of 


that  population  acted  as  a  check  on  the 
army?  Why,  that  population  was  more 
than  half  composed  of  slaves,  who  were  a 
source  of  weakness  rather  than  of  strength, 
in  any  such  struggles  as  those  alluded  to. 
But  the  example  of  that  sute  was  not  ap- 
plicable here,  it  was  not  applicable  to  this 
country  where  the  whole  weight  of  the 
civil  population  could  be  brought  into 
operation  against  the  military.  It  was 
not  merely  on  the  superior  informatiofei 
which  we  possessed,  the  rapid  circulation 
of  that  information,  on  which  we  had  to 
rdy  for  a  defence  against  our  armies,  the 
constitution  of  those  armies  was  perpe- 
tually under  the  superintendence  and 
control  of  parliament.  The  balance  be- 
tween the  military  and  civil  power  was 
held  by  parliament.  We  haa  a  security 
in  the  information  and  liberal  sentiments 
of  the  army,  who  entered  into  all  political 
discussions  as  well  as  other  individuals. 
We  had  a  securi^  in  the  general  intel- 
ligence of  our  armies,  which  descended 
even  to  our  soldier;  who  by  a  most  unex- 
ampled union  carried  with  him  the  hopes 
ana  wishes  which  belonged  to  the  citizen 
of  a  free  state,  with  the  most  perfect 
habits  of  obedience.  To  this  intelligence 
of  his  rights,  was  in  a  great  measure  to  be 
attributed  the  superiority  of  the  British 
soldier,  and  to  speak  in  the  language  of  a 
great  poet, 

*'  Hie  soorn  of  dettli  ia  freedom*!  Morad  caaso» 

"  And  freeborn  thongliti,  that  lee^M  witk  freedoai'ii 

It  was  this  national  character  which  con- 
quered on  all  occasions.  This  it  was  that 
had  made  the  scene  of  Waterloo  so  in- 
teresting, when  we  regarded  it  not  only  as 
the  triumph  of  British  valour,  but  as  the 
triumph  of  the  British  constitution.  He 
should  sit  down  after  making  one  more 
observation.  Alarm  had  been  expressed 
at  the  military  spirit  diffused  through  the 
nation.  What,  he  would  ask,  had  occa- 
sioned that  military  spirit?  It  was  the 
tremendous  war  just  closed.  It  was  the 
.exigencies  of  Europe.  It  was  that  great 
dancer  with  which  the  world  was  threaten^ 
ed^om  the  preponderancy  of  the  mUitarv 
principle,  and  which  nothing  but  a  mili- 
tary spirit  could  subdue.  But  when  that 
duty  had  been  performed,  and  danger  was 
apprehended  from  the  excess  of  that  mili- 
tary spirit,  faow  was  it  to  be  put  down  ? 
Was  It  by  violent  measures— was  it  bv 
woimding  the  feelings  of  the  army— was  it 
by  throwing  ridicule  on  those  who  had 
wofked  the  safety  of  Europe?   He  re- 
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gretted  that  eveo  the  fbiblet  of  that  clan 
of  men  had  ever  been  attacked.  He 
thought  those  foibles  desenred  some  in- 
diligence,  when  it  was  considered  with 
how  many  good  qualities  they  were  united* 
When  it  was  considered  that  we  were  now 
aitting  quietly  at  our  ease  at  tbe  expense 
of  their  blood;,  that  the  safety  of  the 
country  had  been  secured  by  them,  he 
thought  it  was  a  little  ungracious  that  on 
the  very  first  opportunity  which  presented 
Itself  after  that  security  had  been  achieved, 
we  should  turn  round  and  attempt  to  throw 
ridicule  on  them.  He  confessed  he  felt 
for  that  class  of  men—  but  they  were 

Eroof  against  such  taunts ;  and  it  might 
e  said  of  them,  as  it  was  said  of  an  an- 
cient hero,  that  he  was  protected  from  in- 
jury by  the  glory  of  the  triumphs  whidi 
he  had  achieved.  Still,  however,  he 
thought  the  magnitude  of  their  services 
ought  to  render  them  sacred  from  unne- 
cessary attack,  and  to  teach  Englishmen 
to  look  back  to  them  with  gratitude  [Hear, 
hear!]. 

•  Mr.  Wj^n  said,  he  had  never  heard  of 
those  attacks  which  had  been  mentioned 
on  the  noble  class  of  men  in  question.  He 
wished  to  know  at  what  period,  and  from 
what  quarter  of  the  House,  those  taunts 
had  been  thrown  out,  of  which  he  pro- 
fessed himself  ignorant.  He  would  ex- 
pressly maintain,  that  neither  this  year, 
nor  so  long  as  he  had  had  a  seat  in  that 
House,  had  any  such  taunts  been  thrown 
out  in  his  hearing.  This  was  a  subject  of 
too  serious  a  nature  to  be  allowed  to  pasa 
without  farther  explanation  [Hear,  hear!] 

Mr.  Grant  said,  he  alluded  to  the  ridi- 
cule thrown  on  the  foibles  of  the  army. 

What  foibles?  was  immediately  asked 
by  a  number  of  members. 

Mr  Grant  said,  the  perpetual  ridicule 
of  their  dress  [Hear !  from  the  oppo- 
sition]. 

Mr.  fVynn  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  a  gentleman  in  that  House  who  be- 
lieved that  the  ridicule  was  not  justly 
and  properly  directed  against  the  dress 
by  which  that  noble  class  of  men  had 
been  disfigured;  [Hear,  hear!]  and  on 
which,  God  knew,  that  noble  claas  of  men 
was  not  intended  to  be  attacked.  He 
wookl  ask  any  gentleman,  if  he  believed 
that  the  iboleriea  and  fopperies  of  some 
foments  of  dragoons  were  Uie  wish  of 
their  officers  i  Ine  officers  of  some  regi- 
ments which  he  coold  point  out,  had  not 
been  yearly,  but  quarteriv  obliged  to 
equip  them^vea  anea%    llie  ridiCttkHis 


Armi^  Estimates. 


[92 


trappings  which  meritorious  officers  had 
been  obliged  to  appear  in,  had  never  been 
brought  forward  with  the  view  of  ridiculing 
the  officers,  but  those  who  exposed  them 
to  appear   in  such  a  disguise— the  real 
authors  of  the  foibles.    It  bad  been  said 
that  the  British  constitution  was  adequate 
to  all  emergencies,  and  they  had  heard 
much  of  the  free  thoughts  of  the  army. 
He  had  not,  however,  he  confessed  so  very 
high  an  opinion  of  the  political  science  of 
our  soldiers.    He  questioned  whether  the 
private   of  a   marching  regiment  knew 
exactly  the  privileges  which  he  enjoyed 
under  the  British  constitution— how  far 
he  was  bound  to  obey  his  officers.    If  an 
officer  were  to  direct  him  to  march  into 
that  House,  and  turn  out  the  members  by 
the  point  of  his  bayonet,  he  questioned 
whether  he  would  say  to  the  omcer  there 
your  authority  stops.    This  might  be,  but 
he  did  not  wish  to  see  tbe  experiment 
made  [a  laugh].  He  had  always  under- 
stood, that  the  great  principle  of  military 
government  was,  that  the  soldier  should 
ask  no  questions,  nor  look  to  any  guide 
but  the  commands  of  his  superior.    With 
reference  to  our  colonial  possessions,  it 
was  said,  that  it  became  our  duty  to  protect 
those  who  were  transferred  to  our  power. 
It  certainly  did,  but  not  to  an  extent  in- 
compatible with  tbe  interests  of  our  popu* 
lation  at  home.    The  defence  of  the  colo- 
nies should  rest  on  our  maritime  strength, 
and  if  it  was  necessary  to  maintain  in  addi- 
tion an  unusual  establishment  of  force  for 
their  protection,  it  would  then  be  a  ques- 
tion, whether  the  advantages  we  derived 
from  their  possession  were  equal  to  the 
expense  of  maintaining  them.    The  hon* 
member  then  took  a  review  of  tlie  past 
state  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  those  establishments  were  not 
deemed  necessary  in  much  more  pressing 
moments  than  could  now  be  anticipated. 
The  benefits  of  a  reduction  of  our  force  to 
the  lowest  possible  amount  were  to  be 
found  not  only  in  the  immediate  saving, 
but  in  the  capacity  which  the  country  thus 
acquired,  of  makmg  the  efforts  which  any 
new  war  might  renider  necessary.    From 
the  economy  practised  after  the  peace  of 
Versailles  the  country  was  enabled  to  bear 
the  great  expenditure  which  the  late  war 
had  occasioned.     With  a  view  to  this 
reduction  he  thought  it  would  have  been 
advisable  to  instruct  the   committee  to 
divide  the  amount  of  force  voted  into  the 
numbers  necessary  for  England,  Ireland, 
or  fiireign  service*    To  lode  for  instance 
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at  the  recent  increase  of  the  household 
cavalry.  In  the  year  1792,  just  after  die 
period  of  the  then  peace,  the  nunober  of 
household  caralrv  was  785.  In  the  year 
1801  ft  was  1,101 :  last  year  it  was  1,504> ; 
and,  in  the  prenent,  1 ,7^14 ;  so  that  an 
increase  of  no  less  than  240  had  taken 
place  since  last  year.  Now  he  wished  to 
know  why  a  greater  amount  was  required 
for  a  peace  establishment  at  tK's  time  than 
at  any  former  one  >  It  was  no  argument 
that  because  these  troops  jiad  been  useful 
in  time  of  war  at  Waterloo,  that  they 
should  be  continued  in  tinse  of  peace.  It 
could  not  be  said,  that  they  were  required 
for  the  peace  of  the  metropolis,  for  that 
was  somciently  secured  when  their  number 
was  only  785.  Was  it  meant  that  the 
rcnaainder  should  be  employed  in  turn 
with  the  other  regiments,  to  prevent  smug« 
glfng?  Nothing  could  be  more  ridiculous 
than  to  employ  these  great  horses  to 
trot  up  and  down  the  Sussex  cliffii  after 
smugglers.  A  proper  guard  of  honour  for 
the  court  should  be  retained,  and  the  rest 
be  replaced  by  less  expensive  troops. 
Another  very  extraordinary  preparation  for 
peace  was  the  increase  of  every  cavalry 
regiment,  by  128  men.  With  regard  to 
the  ridicule  of  the  dress  of  the  army, 
which  he  had  before  alluded  to,  he  would 
add*  that  it  was  not  confined  to  that  House ; 
for  a  general  officer  had  actually  memo- 
rialed against  its  introduction  into  his 
regiment.  The  concluding  prayer  in  that 
memorial  was,  that  the  new  helmet  should 
not  be  inflicted  upon  his  reeiment. — Ad- 
verting to  the  force  appointed  for  the 
protection  of  our  colonies,  he  could  not 
conceive  why  the  island  of  Jamaica  re* 
quired  an  establishment  of  400  men.  If 
a  garrison  was  necessary,  there  could  be 
fio  reason  why  the  colony  should  not 
maintain  it,  without  any  assistance  from 
the  finances  of  the  mother  country,  as  it 
did  from  1792  to  1803.  A  good  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  political  condition  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  the  danger  that  might 
be  apprehended  from  that  quarter;  but 
looking  at  the  confined  resources  of  that 
island,  and  its  entire  want  of  a  naval  power, 
he  could  not  think  that  danger  either  im- 
minent, or,  if  so,  capable  of  being  averted 
by  the  establishment  in  question.  A  gar- 
rison of  4000  men  could  not  affi>rd  that 
protection,  in  case  of  an  attempted  inva- 
sion, which  we  could  find  in  our  maritime 
strength.  Another  item  of  our  foreign 
establishments  seemed  to  him  still  more 
ilnneoessary,  and|  though  not  extensivey 


betrayrag  an  inattention  to  that  economy 
which  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
called  upon  ministers  to  practise— he 
meant  the  1,200  men  appointed  as  a  guard 
to  the  great  person  confined  at  St.  Helena. 
The  other  great  powers  considered  him 
their  prisoner  as  well  as  ours,  but  we  were 
to  have  the  honour  and  expense  of  being 
his  keepers.  The  allies,  he  thought^ 
should  contribute  to  pay  a  guard,  seeing 
that  they  considered  their  own  interests 
equally  concerned  in  his  detention  with 
ours.  The  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  had 
given  as  a  reason  why,  even  in  the  greatest 
practicable  reduction  of  our  establishments 
a  great  expenditure  would  still  be  neces« 
sary,  that  a  great  dead  weight  was  created 

Xn  the  funds  of  the  country  by  thte 
cts  of  his  late  right  hon.  friend  ( Mr. 
Windham's)  plan.  The  amount  of  pen* 
sions  created  by  it  was  certainly  consider* 
able,  but  if  they  were  improperly  bestowed, 
the  noble  lord  was  himself  responsible  for 
the  result,  as  he,  and  the  administration  to 
which  he  belonged,  came  into  office  only 
a  year  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and 
might  have  easily  carried  its  repeal.  It 
could  not  have  been  repealed  as  tar  as  re- 
garded those  men  that  entered  the  army 
under  its  provisions,  but  it  might  have 
closed  with  regard  to  all  future  enlist- 
ments. For  himself,  he  certainly  did  not 
lament  that  this  plan  had  not  been  re- 
pealed, notwithstanding  the  expense  it 
had  occasioned ;  since  it  bad  overcome 
the  reluctance  to  enter  into  the  military 
service  which  had  formerly  existedf. 
There  were  many  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed establishments  in  a  constitutional 
point  of  view,  but  the  objections  of  a  finan- 
cial nature  were  not  less  valid.  The 
smallest  saving  should  be  attended  to. 
The  noble  lord  had  mentioned  600,000/.  as 
all  the  deduction  that  would  accrue  from 
disbandins  twenty  thousand  men.  This 
estimate  ne  thought  far  too  low,  but, 
assuming  it  as  all  that  could  be  anticipated, 
it  was  still  a  saving  of  great  importance  in 
our  present  difficulties.  It  would  enable 
us  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  loan  which 
might  be  raised  instead  of  the  property 
tax,  and  even  establish  a  sinking  ftind  to 
pay  off  the  cspital.  It  was  the  nnperative 
duty  of  the  House,  however  small  the 
possible  reduction  was,  to  effect  it,  and 
follow  it  up  by  the  strictest  regard  to 
economy  in  all  the  public  departments. 

Sir  John  Bere^ford  rose  to  make  an 
observation  on  the  military  force  pecessary 
for  the  protection  of  our  West  India  colo« 
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nief.    Referring  to  what  had  fallen  from 
•n  hon.  naeooibery  on  a  former  evening,, 
concerning  the  sufficiency  of  a  floating 
force  for  their  defence,  he  said,  he  thought, 
that  such  a  force  was  by  no  means  ade- 

2aate,  and  could  not  always  be  applicable. 
le  himself  had  been  on  that  station  for 
eight  years,  and  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  state  of  the  islands ;  but  he  would  not 
undertake  to  defend  them  with  the  force 
in  question.  He  bad  lately  conversed  on 
the  subject  with  a  gallant  officer  who  had 
conquered  some  of  those  possessions,  and 
having  asked  his  opinion,  he  received  for 
answer,  that  if  a  floating  force  was  em* 
ployed,  there  could  be  no  saving,  for  there 
lliust  be  such  a  force  for  every  particular 
colony.  Where  could  these  floating  gar- 
risons go  to  in  the  hurricane  seaiBon  ?  The 
hon.  gentleman  who  thought  the  West 
India  islands  could  be  defended  by  1,500 
neo,  could  have  had  but  little  information 
respecting  tho^e  possessions.  Barbadoes 
alone  would  require  that  number. 

Lord  MiUon,  in  answer  to  the  observa- 
tions of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Grant)  who  Jbad  spoken  with  so  much  elo- 
quence, contendea,  that  our  constitution 
could  not  be  considered  as  exempt  from 
danger  daring  the  existence  of  a  standing 
army.  However  great  were  the  energies 
which  the  nation  had  developed,  however 
extended  were  our  foreign  possessions,  and 
whatever  mass  of  influence  the  civil  power 
derived  from  tlie  possession  of  wealth  and 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  would  our  con- 
stitution be  in  less  danger  because  we  had 
auded  to  our  dominions  islands  in  the 
Mediterranean,  nnd  in  the  East  and  West 
Indies  ?  The  noble  lord  opposite  in  de- 
fending the  necessity  of  the  proposed 
enormous  establishment,  had  said,  that  we 
were  now  in  an  intermediate  state  between 
peace  and  war,  and  contended  that  the 
same  thing  occurred  after  the  peace  of 
"1783,  when  there  was  likewise  an  inter- 
mediate state.  The  noble  lord  did  not 
seem  well  versed  in  history,  or  much  ac- 
quainted with  the  precedent  to  which  he 
referred.  The  establishment  in  1783  ader 
the  American  war  was  exceedingly  low, 
when  contrasted  with  the  estimates  on  the 
table»  and  very  inconsiderably  reduced, 
in  any  period  of  the  peace,  below  the  esti- 
mates for  the  first  ^ear.  In  ]784<  the 
whole  establishments,  mcluding  guards  and 
garrisons,  Gibraltar,  &c.  amounted  only  to 
29|7S0  men.  Of  this  number  the  vote  for 
Great  Britain  was  only  17,483.  Two  years 
aflerwards,   in    17^^  when  the  temper 
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of  peace  might  be  supposed  confirmed, 
and  the  intermediate  state  of  the  noble  lord 
at  an  end,  the  difference  was  only  200  men. 
Here  the  noble  lord,  cliarging  the  noble 
secretary  o(  state  for  foreign  affairs  with 
an  ignorance  of  history,  stated  tlie  peace 
establishments  in  the  first  and  second  years 
of  the  various  periods  of  peace,  from  that 
of  Utrecht  downwards,  as  derived  from 
documents  produced  upon  his  own  motion. 
In  1711,  our  establishment  during  the  war 
amounted  to  201,000;  in  1714  it  was  re- 
duced to  21,000.  Thus  nine-tenths  of  the 
army  was  at  once  reduced.  In  1713,  the 
force  reduced  was  70,000  men.  It  waa 
true  they  were  chiefly  foreign  troops,  but 
they  were  paid  by  England,  and  com- 
manded by  English  officers.  The  next 
treaty  of  |>eace,  after  a  great  war,  was  that 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  1748,  the  force  wast 
then  reduced  m  one  year  from  49,939  to 
18,857.  On  the  peace  of  1763  the  reduc- 
tion was  still  greater,  for  the  force  which 
had  been  voted  in  that  year  was  56,360^ 
that  voted  in  the  next  year  was  17,532. 
Thus,  whatever  was  the  opinion  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  it  never  had  before  been  thought 
necessary  to  have  any  intermediate  esta- 
blishments ;  for  all  these  reductions  wlitcli 
he  had  quoted  were  not  only  rapid,,  but 
had  brought  at  once  our  force  down  to 
that  level  at  which  it  had  been  kept  during 
all  the  time  of  peace.  There  was,  he  saicC 
no  inconsistency  in  demanding  a  reduction 
of  our  establishments,  witliout  approving 
of  the  treaties.  Me  had  not  arraigned  the 
treaties  because  he  dreaded  immediate 
war,  but  because  when  war,  at  a  future 
distant  time  might  break  out,  they  gave 
us  no  sufficient  security  against  the  power 
of  France.  The  noble  lord  must  either 
think  his  treaties  secure  or  insecure.  If 
they  were  secure,  our  'military  establish- 
ments should  be  reduced  much  lower; 
if  insecure,  they  should  have  been  raised 
much  higher.  The  honourable  admiral 
who  had  said  that  he  could  not  under- 
take to  defend  the  West  Indies  wKh  a 
floating  force,  might  have  been  correct 
in  his  opinion,  but  the  question  was  not  as 
to  the  force  necessary  to  defend  those 
islands  in  war,  but  what  was  the  smallest 
possible  force  which  could  be  left  there 
m  time  of  peace.  Had  we  not  embassa- 
dors at  the  courts  of  Paris  and  Madrid 
who  would  advertise  the  preparation  of 
armaments  in  the  harbours  of  Brest  or 
Cadiz?  Adverting  to  the  establishment 
for  the  Mauritius,  he  thought  it  extra- 
vagantly high.    The  garrison  which  was 
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to  be  left  in  MauritiaB  was  three  thoufand 
men.  While  that  island  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  house  of  Bourbon^  an  engineer 
had  reported  to  the  French  government 
that  2000  naen  were  quite  enough  to  de- 
fmd  it;  and  the  abw  Raynal,  in  com- 
mentine  upon  the  amount  of  this  force, 
had  said,  it  became  only  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  effect  of 
a  sudden  attack  from  the  naval  force  of 
England.  Why  were  we  to  keep  up  SOOO 
men  to  defend  the  stroneest  island  in  the 
world  against  France,  who  had  no  fleet, 
and  with  whom  we  were  at  peace.  In 
the  history  of  the  island  by  Grant  viscount 
de  Vaux,  it  would  be  seen  that  there  was 
a  hill  behind  the  town  in  that  island,  which 
400  men  might  defend  for  a  considerable 
time :  this  was  a  security  against  sudden 
attack.      This  detail  might  seem  unim- 

Sortant,  but  it  showed  the  extravagant 
isposition  in  which  the  whole  estimates 
were  formed,  and  which  was  more  and 
more  apparent  in  proportion  as  they  were 
closely  examined.  The  noble  lord  said, 
he  agreed  with  every  opinion  in  the  speech 
of  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes)  on  a 
former  night.  It  was  a  speech  for  which 
he  felt  grateful,  and  which  had  never  yet 
been  answered,  because  it  could  not  be 
answered.  The  noble  lord  (Castlereagh), 
had  said,  that  the  utmost  saving  in  the 
establishment  would  not  perhaps  exceed  2 
or  300,000/.,  but  the  non.  member  for 
Corfe  castle  had  clearly  shown  that  two 
millions  might  be  saved.  It  was  said  of  a 
man  attacked  by  an  epilepsy,  that  when 
the  fit  terminated,  he  finished  a  sentence 
which  he  bad  commenced  before  the  attack 
— and  he  begged  leave  to  say,  that  the 
noble  lord  seemed  the  other  night  only  to 
finish  some  remarks  which  he  had  com- 
menced in  1807.  He  referred  to  the 
noble  lord's  animadversions,  which  he 
might  as  well  have  spared,  upon  a  distin- 
guished individual  now  no  more  (Mr. 
Windham),  and  in  which  animadversions 
the  noble  lord  thought  proper  to  charge 
that  great  man  with  saddling  the  country 
with  what  he  called  a  night-mare.  But 
these  animadversions  were  not  creditable 
either  to  the  noble  lord's  judgment  or 
liberality.  For  of  what  did  this  night- 
mare consist  ?  why,  of  a  provision  for  the 
comfort  of  those  gallant  men  who  had  bled 
to  establish  the  safety  and  exalt  the  glory 
of  the  country.  For  this  provision  the 
army  were  indebted  to  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  Mr.  Windham,  against  whose 
ptan  the  noble  lord  never  ceased  to  cavil, 
(VOL.  XXXIII.) 


because  it  produced  an  expense  of  about 
4  or  500,000/.  a  year.  Yet,  to  this  ex- 
pense for  such  a  purpose,  the  noble  lord 
perpetually  objected,  because  he,  truly» 
was  so  tenacious  of  economy — he  who 
talked  of  millions  for  other  objects  with 
such  levity,  complained  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  400,000/.  or  500,000/.  to  improve 
the  pay  and  pensions  of  our  soldiery — to 
provide  those  valiant  warriors  with  some- 
thing like  the  means  of  subsistence  in  the 
evening  of  their  lives.  Such,  indeed,  was 
the  noble  lord's  hostility  to  this  arrange- 
ment, that  death  itself  could  not  save  the 
author  of  it  from  his  censure.  As  to  the 
remarks  of  his  hon.  friend  on  the  floor^ 
upon  the  singularly  novel  dress  of  the 
soldiery,  it  was  ouite  a  perversion  to  say 
that  those  remarks  were  meant  in  any  de- 
cree to  detract  from  the  merit  of  the 
heroes  of  Salamanca,  Vittoria,  or  Water- 
loo. No ;  these  remarks  apph'ed  only  to 
'the  authors  of  such  foppery,  which  was 
known  to  be  so  disgusting  in  the  army 
itself,  that  he  was  credibly  informed  none 
were  so  forward  to  reprobate  it  as  our 
principal  military  officers.  He  had  heard 
indeed,  and  he  believed  the  statement  to 
be  true,  thiit  the  distinguished  commander 
of  Waterloo  would  not  allow  those  foppe<* 
ries  to  appear  in  the  field.  How,  tnen, 
could  it  be  deemed  disrespectful  to  the 
army  to  ridicule  such  fooleries  ?  The  ridi« 
cule  was  indeed  only  applicable  to  *those 
who  had  such  foppish  articles  put  on  the 
heads  and  backs  of  our  soldiery.  With 
respect  to  the  statement,  that  if  our  army 
were  disbanded,  the  poor-rates  Tcere  likely 
to  be  more  burthened,  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  made  that  statement  had  not,  he  ap- 
prehended, any  vcfv  accurate  knowledstf 
of  the  country,  l^or  his  own  part,  he 
could  say,  from  his  own  experience  as  a 
magistrate,  that  he  never  found  disbanded 
soldiers  apt  to  become  any  burthen  upon 
the  parochial  rates,  nor  had  he  ever  heard 
so  from  any  other  magistrate.  But  if  the 
hon.  gentleman's  apprehensions  were  well 
founded,  what  would  that  avail  in  favour 
of  his  argument  ?  For  what  did  it  signify 
in  what  way  the  money  was  taken  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  whether  in  poor- 
rates  or  other  taxes.  The  former  would, 
in  his  view,  be  the  preferable  mode  of  pro- 
viding for  the  men  alluded  to ;  for  they 
were,  according  to  the  measure  under  con« 
sideration  to  be  maintained  as  a  standing 
army,  not  only  in  a  manner  more  injurious 
to  our  finances,  but  upon  a  principle  seri- 
ously dangerous  to  our  constitution.  When 
(H) 


99}      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

he  spoke  of  danger  to  the  constitutioni  he 
did  not  mean  in  the  sense  which  an  hon. 

tentleman  thought  proper  to  ridicule.  He 
id  not  apprehend  what  that  hon.  gentle- 
man supposed  was  tlie  fear  of  those  who 
deprecated  the  danger,  namely,  that  regi- 
ments would  be  brought  into  Falace-jard 
to  overawe  the  proceedings  of  that  House, 
but  that  danger  of  another  kind  would  be 
the  result;  he  meant  the  danger  of 
patronage — he  meant  that  danger  which, 
although  not  co  direct  or  immediate  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  imagined  was  the  apprehen- 
sion of  those  who  opposed  this  measure, 
was  still  as  likely,  by  slow  degrees,  to  un- 
dermine the  stability  of  our  constitution. 
The  noble  lord  said  he  should  vote  against 
the  motion  because  he  thought  it  uncon- 
stitutional, and  that  it  was  impossible  the 
country  could  bear  the  establishment. 

Sir  John  Beresford  in  explanation. 
Stated,  that  without  a  military  force  to 
garrison  our  colonies,  a  fleet  could  never* 
•fiord  them  any  adequate  protection  and 
this  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  urge,  as  the  opi- 
nion of  a  naval  officer. 

Mr.  Siuart  Wortley  tliought  that  go- 
Temment  was  the  best  judge  what  degree 
of  force  ought  to  be  maintained  for  the 
supply  of  our  foreign  garrisons.  As  to 
the  foot-guards,  they  possessed  a  greater 
esprit  de  corps  than  any  other  part  of  the 
army,  and  should  not  therefore  be  sent 
out  on  that  service.  There  was  no  occa- 
sion, however,  for  keeping  up  so  large  a 
force  in  Great  Britain ;  it  might  be  re- 
duced full  one-half  without  any  dai^gcr 
whatever  to  the  country,  and  there  was 
no  reason  why  the  household  troops, 
which  were  to  be  stationed  at  Windsor 
and  London,  should  be  increased.  In 
times  like  these,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
utmost  economy  should  be  adopted ;  the 
people  had  a  right  to  demand  it,  and  mi- 
nisters should  not  disappoint  their  just 
and  anxious  expectation!.  He  had  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  on  this  subject  on  a 
iformer  night,  and  from  the  ill  success  his 
motion  had  then  experienced,  he  should 
not  again  divide  the  House  on  any  fiir- 
ther  proposition.  Consistently  with  the 
▼ote  he  had  then  given,  he  could  not  how- 
ever consent  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  that  he  felt  him- 
self called  upon  by  the  strongest  sense  of 
duty  to  oppose  the  measure  before  the 
House,  not  only  upon  financial,  constitu- 
tional, and  moral,  hut  even  upon  military 
grounds.  .For  the  character  of  the  .army 
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he  declared  the  most  grateful  and  ardent 
regard.  He  felt,  indeed,  the  warmest  air 
tachment  and  admiration  for  that  merito^ 
rious  body,  which  had  raised  the  country 
to  the  highest  elevation,  while  it  had 
served  as  the  instrument  of  Providence 
for  the  deliverance  of  the  world  from  th# 
greatest  danger  by  which  it  was  ever  me- 
naced. But  with  all  this  feeling,  he  could 
not  forbear  to  express  that  jealousy  of  a 
standing  army,  which  our  most  distin- 
guished constitutional  writers  had  never 
ceased  to  inculcate.  In  expressing  this 
jealousy,  however,  he  meant  not  to  offeody 
nor  could  he  apprehend,  that  any  ofienoe 
would  be  felt  by  any  part  of  our  gallant 
warriors— -so  little,  indeed,  did  he  feel 
such  an  apprehension,  that  even  in  the 
presence  of  the  distinguished  hero,  who 
had  so  long  led  our  army  to  victory,  he 
would  not  hesitate  to  express  that  jea- 
lousy. He  acknowledged  and  admired 
the  services  rendered  to  our  army  by  the 
illustrious  commander  in  chief,  and  had, 
therefore,  a  high  respect  for  that  per- 
sonage, but  he  believed  his  royal  highness 
was  too  mdch  of  an  Englishman  to  be  of- 
fended by  his  jealousy  of  a  standing  army. 
With  regard  to  the  opinion  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grant),  as  to  the  meana 
which  existed  for  preserving  our  constitu- 
tion, he  concurred  with  that  opinion  to  a 
great  extent.  He  felt  that  our  constitu- 
tion derived  considerable  security  from 
the  dilTusion  of  knowledge-^from  the  in- 
fluence of  opinion  and  wealth — and  from 
the  general  conviction  of  its  own  intrinsic 
merit.  But  then  it  was  to  be  recollected^ 
that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  had  been 
most  materially  increased  of  late  years^ 
and  that  such  influence  was  likely  to  de- 
rive great  additional  power  from  the 
existence  of  a  standing  army.  He  was 
not  one  of  those  who  ever  objected  to  the 
due  reward  and  encouragement  of  a  mili- 
tary spirit.  He  highly  approved  of  the 
recent  institution  of  an  order  of  km'ght- 
hood,  and  only  lamented  that  the  distinc- 
tions which  that  order  conferred  were  not 
duly  extended  to  the  navy.  He  never, 
indeed,  saw  one  of  the  badge  of  this 
order,  that  it  did  not  seem  to  excite  his 
gratitude  by  the  natural  association  of 
some  glorious  achievement.  Of  the  insti- 
tution of  the  Military  College  also,  he 
fully  approved,  because  this  seminary  was 
calculated  to  furnish  good  officers,  wlikh, 
he  understood  from  military  men,  it  bad 
usually  been  found  most  dfifficult  to  pro- 
vide.   In  this  seminary,  indeed,  be  was 
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assored  that  the  best  system  or  education 
preraUed.  But  stiH  what  a  source  of  pa- 
tronage  did  this  institution  afford  ?  Yet  the 
existenee  of  such  an  institution  considera- 
bly reduced  the  necessity  for  a  standing 
array,  because  it  would  always  serve  to 
afford  good  officers,  and  privates  could  be 
bad  without  material  difficulty,  whenever 
an  army  should  be  required.  But  he  ob- 
jected to  the  standing  army  at  present 
proposed,  from  a  consideration  of  its 
amount,  and  from  a  natural  apprehension 
that  as  the  army  had  perpetually  been  in- 
creased at  the  conclusion  of  every  war  in 
which  the  country  had  been  engaged  for 
the  lost  century,  that  increase  was  still 
likely  to  go  on,  until  we  should  become 
^uite  a  military  nation,  and  against  any 
measure  of  this  tendency  he  strongly  pro- 
tested. He  also  objected  to  this  measure, 
because,  he  was  one  of  those  who  thought 
that  this  country  was  always  too  ready  to 
go  to  war,  and  the  existence  of  a  large 
atandiDg  army  was  but  too  likely  to  en- 
courage that  disposition.  We  had  most 
SQCcessfully  terminated  the  late  war,  and 
he  was  peculiarly  grati^ful  for  the  adjust- 
ment which  had  since  been  made,  and  es- 
pecially for  a  certain  part  of  that  adjust- 
ment. But  still  he  felt  that  this  adjust- 
ment was  calculated  to  excite  serious  ap- 
prehensions. For  there  was  reason  to 
fear,  that  the  consequence  of  this  adjust- 
ment would  be  to  implicate  this  country 
rather  too  much  in  the  affairs  of  ail  Eu- 
rope. Such  policy  he  deprecated,  as 
much  as  be  did  some  years  ago  the  project 
for  guaranteeing  the  territories  of  the 
grand  seignor,  as  if  the  interest  of  Eng- 
land could  be  materially  affected  by  the 
reduction  of  the  Turkish  dominions. 
Now,  as  to  his  moral  objections  to  the 
measure  before  the  House,  he  could  not 
help  expressing  the  gravest  apprehension 
of  the  injury  which  the  morals  of  the 
country  were  likely  to  receive  from  the 
prevalence  of  military  habits.  This  was  a 
consideration  of  magnitude,  to  which  he . 
trusted  the  House  would  duly  attend. 
Again,  he  objected  to  this  measure  as  un- 
necessary, especially  if  the  power  of  the 
navy  were  adequately  consulted.  The 
navy  was.  If  he  might  so  express  himself, 
his  first  love.  It  was,  indeed,  the  branch 
of  our  service  upon  which  it  was  pecu- 
liarly the  disposition,  the  habit,  and  the 
interest  of  England  mainly  to  depend ; 
lor  the  navy  formed  the  best  bulwark  of 
our  defence,  while  it  had  no  tendency  to 
^■danger  our  constitution-—  [  Hear^  hear !  ] . 


Tlien  as  to  his  financial  objections  to  this 
measure,  it  was  exceptionable  from  the 
amount  of  expense  which  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  entail  upon  the  country,  and 
however  great  our  military  force,  the  se- 
curity which  the  empire  would  derive 
from  its  existence  would  little  avail,  if  the 
pressure  which  it  imposed  upon  the  re- 
sources of  the  people  served  to  damp  their 
spirit,  or  alienate  their  attachment.  The 
resources  of  the  country  were  not  in  a 
state  to  endure  any  adiiilional  burthens. 
Some  diminution  of  the  burthens  which 
already  bore  upon  it  must,  indeed,  be  ro- 
movetf,  or  its  distress  must  become  into- 
lerable. Under  such  circumstances  he 
could  not  accede  to  any  measure  calcu- 
lated to  aggravate  those  burthens,  and  es- 
pecially to  a  measure  so  exceptionable  as 
that  under  consideration. 

Lord  Falmcrston  said,  he  was  glad  the 
discussions  upon  the  proposed   establisii- 
ments  had  gone  to  so  great  a  length,  not 
only  because  they  would  satisfy  the  coun- 
try that  that  House  was  diligent  in  the 
discharge   of  its  duty,  but  also  because 
they  had  produced  the  effect  of  rcmovins 
many  of  the  objections  which  were  iirged 
at  the  commencement.     Most  of  the  hon. 
gentlemen  ot\  the  other  side  of  the  House 
(be  believed,  indeed,  he  might  say  all), 
were  now  agreed,  that  '25,000  men  were 
necessary  for  Ireland,  at  least  under  tlie 
present  circum5tances ;  and,  with  respect 
to  our  West  Indian  colonies,  he  appre- 
hended there  did  not  exist  much  differ^ 
ence  of  opinion,  except  as  to  the  mode  of 
securing  them.    It  had  been  suggested 
by  some,  that  it  would  be  better  to  pro- 
vide for  their  safety  by  stationing  ships  in 
those  seas,  but  even  on  the  principle  of 
economy,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
found    advisable   to  pursue  that  course. 
Supposing  the  3,000  men  were  deducted 
from  the  force  now  intended  to  be  usetf' 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  that  their  placo 
were  supplied  by  two  sail  of  the  line,  the 
latter  would  incur  a  charge  of  130,000/., 
which  would  be  more  expensive  than  the 
proposed  number  of  troops,  while,  at  the 
same  time,   it  would  be  impossible  that 
such  a  naval  force  could  be  equally  ade- 
quate to   the  defence  of  those  colonies. 
Nor  was  it  merely  as  a  question  of  finance 
that  the  military  would  be  preferable  to 
the  maritime  establishment.    Looking  at 
the    arrangement    with    respect    to    the 
health  of  men  in  that  climate,  it  would  be 
found  deserving  the  approbation  of   the 
House;  for  it  should   be  remembered, 
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jthat  though  by  the  system  now  adopted 
under  the  direction  of  the  medical, board, 
many,  of  the  evils  attendant  upon  a  long 
service  on  that  station  were  obviated  on 
board  our  ships,  yet  it  was  impossible  to 
counteract    them   all.    But    the  troops, 
when  in  garrison,  were  relieved  from  many 
unhealthy  duties,   from  exposure  to  the 
aun,  &c.,  by  the  co-operation  of  the  black 
regiments,  the  latter  being  composed  of 
men  inured  to  the  climate.     It  was  de- 
sirable also,  in  the  contemplation  of  a  re- 
newal of  hostilities,  that  we  should  main- 
tain a  sufficient  force  theire  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  possessions.    One  or  two 
ships  of  the  line  could  not  defend  all  the 
ditf'erent  islands :   at  the  most  they  could 
be  available  only  to  a  very  limited  degree; 
and   supposing  any  of  them  to  be  cap- 
tured, they  could  not  be  regained  without 
great  sacrifices.    The  same  roi^ht  be  said 
of  some  other  of  our  .possessions,  espe- 
cially of  Malta  and  the  island  of  Corfu. 
With  respect  to  Malta,  every  one  knew 
bow  great  an  effort  was  required  to  re- 
duce that  strong  position,  and  Corfu  was 
surrendered  by  treaty.    A  noble  lord,  in 
speaking  of  the  Mauritius,  had  stated,  that 
the  enemy  did  not  maintain  there  a  larger 
force  than  2,000  men ;   the  fact  however 
was,  that  3,500  had  actually  surrendered  ; 
and  as  to  the  military  strength  of  that 
island,  he  did  not  think  that  the  Abb6 
Kaynal,  to  whom  the  noble  lord  so  confi- 
dently referred,  would  be  regarded  as  any 
great  authority  upon  such  points  by  that 
House.     He  was   warranted    in    saying, 
therefore,  with  regard  to  our  colonial  pos- 
sessions, that  no  one  had  yet  succeeded 
in  showing  that  any  reduction  of  magni- 
tude could  be    made   in   the  amount  of 
force  to  be  employed  for  their  protection. 
•—He  should  next  touch  upon  the  home 
force ;  and  be  must  observe,  that  he  did 
uot    think   sufficient   attention  had  been 
paid  to  what  his  noble  friend  (lord  Cas- 
tJcreagh)  had  advanced  upon  that  subject 
on  a  former  evening.     His  noble  friend 
then  showed  what  great  deductions  must 
be  made  from  the  gross  amount  estimated 
for  the   home  station.      Even    assuming 
that  the  3000  men  which  were  to  be  kept 
up  for  reliefs  were  added  to  the  25,000, 
making  in  all  28,000,  it  would  be  found 
that  the   real  disposable  force    did  not 
amount  to  any  thing    like  the    number. 
It  was  admitted,  that  in  order  to  provide 
sufficient  reliefs  for  the  troops  stationed 
in  foreign  garrisons,  it  would  be  necessary 
t9  appropriate  at  least  7000  men.     He 
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wished  the  House  to  be  aware  that  there 
were,    at  the  present  moment,    serving 
abroad,  above  thirty  regiments,  some  of 
which  had  been    ten,    and  others  even 
twenty  years  on  those   distant   stations. 
That  circumstance,    however,   arose  en- 
tirely   from   the  nature   of  the   war   in 
which  we  had  been  engaged,  and  which 
required  us  to  strain  every  nerve  of  mili- 
tary exertion  for  its  prosecution.      The 
moment  a  regiment  was  fit  to  go  abroad, 
instead  of  being  able  to  send  it  out  for  the 
relief  of  those  who  had  been  so  long  serv- 
ing in  colonial   garrisons,  it  was  imme- 
diate dispatched  to  that  station  where  the 
fate  of  Europe  was  to  be  decided  ;  but  as 
that  necessity  no  longer  existed,  it  was 
most  desirable  that  those  regiments  should 
now  be  permitted   to  return  home.    If, 
then,  the  7000  men,  which  he  had  men- 
tioned, were  taken  from  the  28,000,  there 
would  remain  only  21,000,  strictly  appli- 
cable to  the  home  service,  and  of  those, 
seven  thousand  were  to  be  cavalry.    A 
further  reduction  also  was  created  by  the 
force  necessary  for  the  islands  of  Guern- 
sey and  Jersey,  which  amounted  to  about 
2,500,  whose  services  were  most  import 
tant  on  those  stations,  with  respect  to  the 
revenue.     That,  then,  would  reduce  the 
21,000  to  18,500  for  Great  Britain,  in- 
cluding both  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  if 
the  7000  cavalry  were  deducted,   there 
would  remain  only  11,500  infantry.     Nor 
were  those  the  only  deductions,  for  they 
ought  also  to  take  into  the  calculation  the 
non-effectives,    the    ordinary    casualties, 
which  must  occur  more  or  less  in  all  esta- 
blishments, and  the  usual  proportion  of 
sick  who  were  not  capable  of  undertaking 
active  duty.     But  supposing  the  whole  ei' 
fective  force  to  be  11,000  for  home  duty, 
could  that  be  considered   as  too  large? 
According  to  a  return  which  he  had  tnat 
day  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  it 
appeared,  that  at  the  present  moment  no 
less  than  18,000  were  actually  employed 
in  that  very  duty ;  and  let  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen make  what  deductions  they  chose 
in  the  different  statipns  where  that  duty 
was  to  be  performed,  he  did  not  think 
they  would  be  able  to  prove  that  11,000 
men  were  more  than  was  necessary. — It 
had  been  urged  that  Ireland  would  be  a 
source  of  assistance  for  reliefs,    and  in 
some  respects  that  was  true,  because  they 
might  send  out  to  Ireland  weaker  corps 
(though  competent  to  perform  all  the  mi- 
litary duties  in  Ireland)    Chan  could  be 
sent  out  to  fpr^ign  stations.    But  be  iras 
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far  from  thinking  that  Ireland  could  aflbrd 
any  asiittance  to  the  extent  which  some 
hon.  gentlemen'  Bcemed  to  anticipate. 
While  on  tbJEU  branch  of  the  subject, 
he  wished  to  apologise  for  an  crror^  into 
which  he  had  fallen  on  a  former  even* 
ing,  in  stating,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  government  to  recall  that  part  of 
the  guards  now  serving  in  France.  He 
had  since  been  enabled  to  make  more 
minute  inquiries,  and  he  could  now  in- 
form the  House,  that  the  guards  at  pre- 
sent under  the  duke  of  Wellington  would 
remain  in  France  as  long  as  the  army 
remained  there ;  and  that,  consequently, 
would  reduce  the  guards  at  home  to  some- 
where about  8000  men.  It  was  not  to  be 
assumed,  however,  that  they  were  to  be 
kept  stationary  in  the  metropolis.  Tliey 
would  certainly  be  considered  equally  as 
liable  to  be  employed  upon  duty  in  any 
part  of  this  country,  or  of  Ireland,  as  the 
other  troops  of  the  line ;  and  he  differed 
therefore  from  those  who  stated  that  they 
would  not  be  as  available  for  service  as 
the  other  troops.  As  to  the  composition 
of  the  guards,  about  which  so  much  had 
been  said,  whoever  had  paid  any  atten- 
tion to  the  events  which  had  occurred  in 
the  peninsula,  or  to  those  which  had  taken 
place  last  year,  must  surely  do  them  the  jus- 
tice to  admit,  that  not  only  in  what  regard- 
ed complete  efficiency  in  the  field,  but  in 
all  that  related  to  internal  orggnization, 
and  to  general  regimental  arrangements, 
it  was  impossible  for  any  corps  to  exceed 
them.  It  should  be  remembered,  also, 
that  the  household  troops  formed  a  sort  of 
nucleus  for  any  army  which  it  might  be 
necessary  to  raise  at  the  commencement 
of  a  war,  and  that  by  always  keeping  three 
or  four  thousand  effective  men  ready  to 
send  off  upon  any  great  emergency,  the 
most  important  and  beneficial  conse- 
quences might  ensue  to  the  country.  It 
was  difficult  to  compare  the  amount  of 
charge  incurred  by  those  troops  with  that 
which  was  required  for  troops  of  the  line, 
because  tliey  were  upon  the  old  establish- 
ment of  the  army,  and  paid  according  to 
their  rate,  and  not  according  to  their 
effective  number.  .  But  though  die  charge 
was  somewhat  higher  than  that  of  the 
line,  he  did  not  think  the  household  troops 
were,  to  any  considerable  degree  more 
expensive.  Some  little  excess  there  un- 
doubtedly was,  though  not  to  such  an 
extent  as  deserved  much  consideration. 
With  regard  to  the  cavalry,  it  was  a 
Biistake  to  suppose  that  Uiey  had  been 


augmented  during  Uie  war,  they  were 
now  lower  than  they  were  in  1814>.  Dur- 
ing last  year,  indeed,  they  had  been 
augmented  for  the  purpose  of  going 
abroad,  but  even  that  augmentation  feU 
considerably  short  of  the  previous  reduc- 
tions. With  respect  to  what  had  paised 
in  the  House  concerning  the  equipment  of 
those  troops,  their  jackets,  their  lace,  their 
helmets,  and  their  theatrical  appearaDce, 
he  should  not  feel  it  necessary  to  aay 
much  upon  that  point.  He  would  only 
ask  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  were  so  fond 
of  indulging  m  their  merriment  upon  the 
subject,  whether  tliey  did  not  think,  that 
at  the  battle  of  Waterloo  they  found  the 
helmets  a  little  more  serviceable  againat 
the  attacks  of  the  French  cuirassiers,  than 
their  cocked  hats  would  have  been  ?  The 
real  utility  of  the  changes  which  had  been 
introduced  was  admitted  by  all  who  were 
most  competent  to  form  an  accurate  judg- 
ment. In  reply  to  an  observation  which 
had  been  made,  he  should  state  that  the 
force  he  was  then  alluding  to  would  not 
be  confined  merely  to  the  service  of  the 
metropolis,  neither  would  they  be  sent  to 
scour  the  Downs  of  Sussex,  in  order  to 
prevent  smuggling ;  but  there  were  other 
duties  for  which  the  life  guards  were  aa 
well  adapted  as  any  other  kind  of  cavalry. 
With  respect  to  the  difference  of  expense 
between  them  and  the  other  description  of 
cavalry,  it  was  extremely  trifling.  Taking 
the  household  troops  at  ITOOy  tl^  ei^dmat- 
ed  expense  would  be  about  1 12,000Ci  and 
an  equal  number  of  dragoons  would  be 
about  85,000/.,  so  that  there  would  be 
only  a  saving  of  27»000/.  Supposing, 
however,  tliat  those  troops  were  to  be  re- 
duced one  half,  as  had  been  proposed, 
then  the  saving  would  not  exceed  18,000/. 
per  annun6.  He  did  not  mean  that  such 
a  sum  as  that,  or  even  a  smaller  one, 
ought  not  to  be  saved,  but  he  really  did 
not  consider,  the  economical  advantages 
so  great  that  they  should  counterbalance 
those  which  would  be  derived  from  keep- 
ing up  that  description  of  force.— -With 
respect  to  the  constitutional  point  of  this 
question,  he  could  not  but  observe  that 
toe  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  had  varied 
their  ground  of  attack,  so  as  to  suit  their 
own  arguments.  At  one  moment  thev 
talked  of  the  constitutional  jealousy  with 
which  parliament  and  the  country  ought 
to  regard  a  standing  army;  but  when 
tliey  were  attacked  upon  that  ground  and 
driven  from  it,  then  they  turned  round 
and  exclainjed,  **  No,  wc  do  not  object 
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to  it  merely  as  a  military  force,  but  as 
giving  a  large  patronage  to  ministers^  and 
increasing  the  influence  of  the  crown.'' 
The  hon.  member  who  spoke  last,  had 
even  talked  of  his  preference  of  a  naval 
to  a  military  force,  as  if  he  had  forgotten, 
that  on  that  view  of  the  subject,  patro- 
nage and  influence  might  not  be  as  success- 
fuUy  and  as  exten9ively  exerted  as  in  the 
army.    He  was  gratified,  however,  to  ob- 
serve, that  there  seemed  to  be  a  cessation 
of  those  charges  which  had  been  so  libe- 
rally indulged  in  it  at  the  b^inning  of  the 
4iscussion.    There  was  no  mention  now 
of  a  deliberate  intention  on  the  part  of 
tninisters  to  subvert  Uie  constitution  of 
Hie  country.    Those  taunts  were  freely 
uttered  at  the  outset^  but  they  were  not 
now  repeated.     He  was  glad  of  it,  for 
indeed  he  did  not  believe  that  such  a 
charge  would  be  countenanced  either  by 
that  House  or  by  the  country.    For  him- 
tfdlf,  he  couM  not  entertain  such  a  suspi- 
don  of  any  statesman  of  the  present  day : 
and  he  spoke  not  only  of  those  with  whom 
he  acted,  but  of  the  strongest  of  his  poli- 
tical opponents.    At  the  same  time,  he 
iras  far  fVom  wishing  to  treat  lightly  or 
inconsiderately  the  evils  attendant  upon  a 
standing  army.      The  history   of  those 
countries  where  standing  armies  had  been 
Slllowed  to  usurp  an  ascendancy  over  the 
dvil  authorities,  was  a  volume  pregnant 
with  instriietion  to  every  one.  Thev  might 
look  at  Fhince,  for  example,^  and  denve 
a  lesson  of  eternal  importance.   But  when 
they  talked  of  the  12,000  prsetorian  bands, 
who,  in  ancient  Rome,  were  potent  enough 
to  dispose  of  that  empire  according  to  their 
will  and  pleasure,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  that  was  the  result  of  a  number 
of  predisposing  causes  which  had  no  exist- 
ence in  Lngland.    Before  the  civil  consti- 
tution of  any  country  could  be  overturned 
by  a  standing  army,  the  people  of  that 
country  must  be  lamentably  degenerate ; 
they  must  be  debased  and  enervated  by 
all  the  worst  excesses  of  an  arbitrary  and 
despotic  government ;    their  martial  spirit 
must    be    extinguished ;   they   must   be 
brought  to  a  state  of  political  degradation, 
he  might  almost  say,  of  politico  emascu- 
lation, such  as  few  countries  experience 
which  have  once  known  the  blessings  of 
liberty.    And  when  they  were  reduced  to 
that  condition,  it  mattered  but  little  by 
how  many  or  bow  few  soldiers  their  final 
ruin  was  accomplished.    They  were  al- 
ready fitted  to  bear  the  yoke,  which  their 
debasement  prepared  for  their  necks.  He 
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trusted,  that  whatever  differences  they 
might  entertain  aboutabstract  questions  of 
foreign  or  domestic  policy,  it  would  at 
least  be  allowed,  by  all  parties,  that  we 
enjoyed  the  practical  blessings  of  freedom 
in  a  c;reater  degree  than  had  ever  been 
done  by  any  other  country,  and  he  would 
presume  to  say,  in  a  greater  degree  than 
even  this  country  had  ever  enjoyed  at  any 
former  period.  He  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised, indeed,  to  hear  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth  referred  to  by  the  hon.  gentle* 
men  opposite,  as  a  period  from  which  we 
were  to  deduce  our  constitutional  prac- 
tices ;  to  hear  the  whigs  talk  of  those  times 
with  exultation  when  no  standing  armies 
existed.  In  his  opinion,  when  a  sove- 
reign exercised  such  power  as  to  send 
members  of  that  House  to  prison,  and 
advise  them  not  to  meddle  with  state 
affiiirs,  it  was  of  little  consequence  whether 
they  had  a  standing  army  or  not.  With 
regard  to  the  present  case,  he  was  quite 
satisfied  that  there  was  even  in  the  very 
constitution  of  our  army  a  sufficient  pro- 
tection for  the  constitution,  and  a  suffi- 
cient check  to  prevent  its  being  abased  as 
a  body.  A  large  proportion  of  the  officers, 
who  commanded  in  it  were  identified  by 
their  property,  their  connexions,  and  ge- 
neral interests,  with  the  civil  prosperity  of 
the  state ;  and  he  was  sure,  that  if  it  were 
possible  for  one  half  of  the  army  to  decide 
against  the  constitution,  the  other  half 
would  stand  up  for  it.  In  point  of  fact, 
however,  when  they  looked  merely  at  the 
number  of  the  troops  proposed  to  be  em- 
pWed,  with  the  nature  of  the  service  for 
which  they  were  required,  it  was  ridicu- 
lous to  suppose  that  they  carried  with 
them  any  thing  that  could  be  considered 
as  really  dangerous  to  the  constitution 
[Hear,  hear!]. 

Sir  John  Sebright  expressed  his  strong 
conviction,  that  tne  amount  of  the  military 
force  proposed  to  be  kept  up  was  not  only 
unconstitutional,  but  unnecessary.  If  ever 
there  was  a  period  when  it  was  unnecessary, 
thi8,hesaid,  was  that  period.  Since  standing 
armies,  that  great  curse  of  modern  society, 
had  been  introduced,  when  was  there  a 
moment  but  the  present  when  that  of 
France  might  be  said  not  to  exist  ?  As  a 
member  of  the  British  parliament,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  protest  against  the  measure. 

Mr.  Tighe  animadverted  on  the  pro- 

fosed  establishment  of  25,000  men  for 
reland.  The  people  of  that  country,  he 
said,  neither  were,  nor  had  reason  to  be, 
satisfied  with  such  a  measure  in  the  midst 
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of  profound  external  peace.  If  the  state 
of  Ireland  was  such  as  to  require  that  un- 
precedented force,  why  had  not  a  formal 
message  from  the  Prince  Regent  set  forth 
its  necessity  I  Why  was  the  House  left 
to  take  it  for  granted,  from  the  mere  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  secretary  fur  Ire- 
land, that  such  an  amount  of  force  wqs 
absolutely  necessary  ?  Would  not  the 
Irish  people  ask,  how  their  condition  came 
to  be  sucn  as  to  require  25fiQO  men  in 
profound  peace?  vVell  he  remembered 
the  time  when  Ireland  was  able  to  defend 
itself,  even  when  the  fleets  of  France  and 
Spain  rode  masters  of  the  clmnneL  In 
1782,  the  whole  establishment  of  Ireland 
was  only  8000  men,  and  the  greater  part 
of  them  were  fighting  in  America. 
Would  they  not  ask  us  to  restore  to  them 
the  constitution  of  1782?  Adverting  to 
the  statements  in  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  secretary,  he  would  ask,  what  were 
the  objects  to  be  attained  by  keeping  up 
so  large  an  army  in  that  part  of  the  em- 
pire? Were  tithes  to  be  levied,  were 
rents  to  be  collected^  by  a  military  force  ? 
He  would  assert,  that  the  southern  coun- 
tries of  Irehmd,  Kilkenny,  Kildarc,  and 
Wicklow,  were  now  as  tranquil  as  they 
had  been  for  years  past.  The  whoJe 
formed  part  of  a  great  plan  to  render  this 
a  military  country.  Hence  it  was,  that 
the  black  regiments  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  even  the  Greek  regiment  in  the  Ionian 
isUinds,  were  to  be  disbanded,  that  theae 
possessions  might  become  pretences  and 
depots  for  British  troops.  If,  however, 
we  affected  to  rival  the  armies  of  continen- 
taT  powers,  we  must  sacrifice  our  com- 
mercial and  naval  greatness,  and  become 
a  mere  auxiliary  in  the  wars  of  continental 
despots. 

XfOrd  Milton  explained  the  nature  of 
the  quotations  which  he  had  made  from 
the  Abbe  Raynal,  the  civil  part  of  which 
had  been  mistaken  for  the  political* 

Mr.  Vuey  Fiixgerald  could  not  suffer 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  to  pass  without  notice. 
He  could  not  but  complain  of  some  of  the 
topics  that  he  had  introduced,  and  the 
iriew  that  he  had  taken  of  the  question 
before  the  House  as  it  concerned  Ireland, 
and  the  military  establishment  necessary 
to  be  maintained.  He  was  persuaded 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  would  not  have 
made  the  statements  which  he  had  done, 
had  he  heard  the  speech  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  near  him  (Mr.  Peel).  That  speech 
sUU  reaaiaed  unanswered«-and  it  was 


some  satisfaction  to  him  and  to  those  who 
witli  him  took  the  same  views  which  hit 
right  hon.  friend  had  done,  that  in  the 
opinions  that  had  been  expressed  that 
night,  the  hon.  gentleman  stood  alone ;  he 
was  as  yet  the  only  member  who  had  said 
that  the  force  proposed  for  Ireland  waa 
greater  than  was  necessary  for  the  public 
safety.  Even  those  who  would  vote  witli 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  night,  evaded 
giving  that  opinion.  The  hon.  meo&ber 
represented  his  right  hon.  friend  as  having 
said,  that  the  extent  of  that  force  waa 
rendered  necessary  in  Ireland  by  three 
causes ;  but  he  had  so  stated  them,  that 
it  would  appear  as  if  his  right  hon.  fruwd 
had  contended,  that  those  causes  sepn- 
rately  were  productive  of  that  necessltj^ 
It  was  on  the  combination  of  those  causes^ 
and  on  other  circumstances,  aggravated 
b^  their  continuance  for  years,  that  bia 
right  hon.  friend  had  founded  his  ai^u* 
ment  Neither  did  he  state,  as  has  beea 
imputed  to  him  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
that  the  only  way  to  remedy  tl^  evila  ex* 
istin^  in  Ireland  was,  by  maintaining  m 
that  island  a  large  military  establishment. 
Who  had  ever  said  (as  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  apostrophised),  '<  that  a  militanr 
force  was  a  remedy  for  political  evib?'^ 
He  would  take  leave  however  to  tell  him^ 
that  it  might  be  a  protection  acainst  poU* 
Ucal  danger.  In  fact  his  risht  hon.  fnend 
had  admitted  and  asserted,  uiat  there  were 
many  measures  calculated  to  diminish  the 
evils  by  which  Ireland  was  afficted,  and 
to  the  distant  but  ultimate  operation  oC 
some  of  them,  he  had  sanguinely  loiiked. 
He  (Mr.  F.)  and  many  of  those  near  him 
would  go  farther  than  his  right  hon.  friend ; 
but  to  whatever  extent  Uiey  might  go, 
there  was  no  one,  except  perhaps  the  hon. 
gentleman,  who  would  contend,  that  those 
or  any  measures  could  be  put  into  such 
operation  at  once,  or  that  they  could  be 
expected  to  produce  inunediately  such  an 
effect,  as  to  render  the  pressure  of  a  large 
military  force  no  longer  expedient. 

The  hon.  gentleman's  statement  of  what 
had  fallen  from  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
been  in  other  respects  equally  erroneous ; 
he  asserted,  that  parliament  had  been 
called  upon  by  him  for  a  great  extension 
of  the  military  establishment  in  Ireland. 
Now,  what  his  right  hon.  friend  had  said 
was,  that  the  state  of  Ireland  was  such,  aa 
to  require,  not  an  extension  of  the  exist- 
ing force,  but  that  a  greater  reduction 
than  that  of  17,000  men  should  be  pre- 
vented.   If  it  were  an  extension  of  force 
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to  reduce  it  to  25,000  effectives,  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  authorized  in  what  he  had 
said.  If  he  judged  frorn  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's manner,  he  was  uninformed  of  the 
nature  or  of  the  amount  of  the  force  in 
Ireland  and  now  employed  there.  Did 
the  hon.  gentleman  know  what  that  force 
now  consisted  of?  Or  was  he  not  equally 
mistaken  in  his  historical  account  of  the 
armies  of  former  times  ?  What  was  the 
representation  that  we  had  heard  from  him 
of  the  military  force  existing  in  the  reigo 
of  king  Williara  ?  He  had  asserted  that, 
**  at  that  glorious  era,"  the  whole  standing 
army  was  disbanded :  *<  there  was  then 
some  spirit  of  freedom  in  the  breasts  of 
Englishmen  ;*'  but  the  House  would  re- 
collect, that  thtft  was  the  identical  period 
at  which  a  standing  army  first  existed,  at 
least  at  which  it  was  first  recognized  by 
parliament.  So  far  was  the  army  from 
being  disbanded  at  that  time,  it  was  then 
first  voted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
10,000  troops  were  maintained  in  Eng- 
land, besides  guards  and  garrisons— be- 
tides a  force  abroad,  and  a  force  in  Ire- 
land [Hear!].  In  the  very  reign  pre- 
ceding, a  legal  objection  was  taken  to  a 
charge  laid  against  an  individual,  who  was 
kccuied  of  conspiring  to  attack  the  King's 
guards,  because  it  was  said,  that  the  hav- 
ing euards  was  unconstitutional,  and  that 
the  law  knew  not  what  the  King's  guards 
were.  He  was  not  surprized,  however,  at 
the  hon.  gentleman's  maccuracy  in  quot- 
ing what  took  place  in  England  at  that 
E^riod,  when  he  heard  him  asserting  that 
ouis  the  14th,  **  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
Sower,''  and  the  **  romantic''  king  of  Swe- 
en,  drew  their  swords  at  this  time  for  the 
restoration  of  the  exiled  monarch  of  Eng« 
land.  Charles  the  12th  undoubtedly  com- 
menced his  martial  achievements  at  an 
earlv  age,  but  he  apprehended  that  he 
could  hardly  have  unsheathed  his  sword  at 
the  time  the  hon.  gentleman  stated  [  Hear, 
hear!  and  a  laugh].  Twentv  years  had 
elapsed  after  that  period  bemre  the  in- 
trigues of  Sweden  and  France  commenced 
(he  alluded  to  the  negociation  of  the  baron 
oe  Goertz),  and  it  was  to  accomplbh  the 
dethronement  of  the  House  of  Hanover, 
and  not  ,of  king  William,  that  Alberoni 
prepared  the  projects  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  anti-dated  in  this  night's  debate! 
[Hear,  hear!].  But,  take  the  time  when 
he  would,  did  he  mean  to  contend,  that 
at  any  one  of  those  periods  which  he  had 
illustrated,  England  was  without  a  regular 
forcci  or  Irelaau  either?  Heshouldnothave 


Armi^  Estimaiesi 


[II« 


adverted  to  historical  errors  such  as  these, 
had  they  not  have  been  brought  forward 
in  such  a  triumphant  tone,  in  contraven- 
tion, too,  of  the  statements  of  his  ri^ht 
hon.  friend,  and  had  been  received  with 
such  plausive  assent  by  some  of  those 
around  the  hon.  member  [Hear!].  He 
had  further  declared,  that  a  greater  force 
was  demanded  for  Ireland  now  than  had 
ever  been  required  before.  Adverting  to 
a  former  period  of  her  history,  he  had 
said,  that  the  whole  force  then  existing  in 
that  country  was  composed  of  volunteers 
exclusively,  and  that  there  were  no  re- 
gular troops.  This  was  another  mistake. 
Of  those  days  which  saw  her  volunteer 
force  arrayed,  his  country  had  a  right  to 
be  proud ;  nor  was  the  glory  the  less  be« 
cause  it  was  bloodless.  At  the  same  time, 
although  the  whole  of  the  regular  troops 
were  not  retained,  though  Ireland  trusted 
principally  to  her  own  patriotism  for  de- 
fence, and  though  the  parliament  of  that 
country  freely  consented  to  every  sacri- 
fice that  England  reauired,  yet  a  certain 
amount  of  regular  force  was  still  kept, 
and  it  did  so  happen  that  the  only  at- 
tempt at  the  invasion  of  Ireland  during 
that  war,  was  repelled  by  a  part  of  that 
regular  force.  This,  however,  was  not 
worth  dwelling  on. 

Reverting  to  the  declaration  made  by 
the  hon.  gentleman,  that  at  po  time  ante- 
cedent to  the  present,  was  such  a  force 
kept  up  in  Ireland  as  that  now  proposed, 
he  would  refer  him  to  periods  of  the  late 
war,  when  there  was  no  danger  of  invasion, 
and  little  danger  of  any  extraordinary  dis- 
turbance of  the  public  peace  in  that  coun- 
try, and  yet  when  a  much  larger  military 
establishment  was  maintained.  He  would 
refer  him  to  1806  and  1807,  when  those 
persons  with  whom  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  acting,  composed  his 
majesty's  government;  and  in  doing  so, 
he  was  not  influenced  by  any  motive  of 
paltry  or  personal  recrimination,  but 
merely  by  feeling  that  the  government  of 
that  time  would  be  considered  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  as  good  authority,  if  by  others 
they  were  not.  In  the  years  1806  and 
1807,  when  there  was  no  danger  of  foreign 
invasion,  and  little  danger  of  domestic 
disturbance,  the  regular  troops  in  Ireland 
amounted  to  30,000  men,  besides  the 
militia,  volunteers,  and  a  powerful  yeo- 
manry force.  (<*  That  was  in  time  of 
war,"  from  the  Opposition  benches.) 
True,  that  was  in  time  of  war.  But  those 
who  reminded  him  that  it  was  so,  would 
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hardly  ny  tbat  the  forc^  to  placed  in 
Ireland  was  entirely  for  military  purposes, 
to  be  applied  in  operations  against  a 
foreign  enemy,  miless  tlicy  could  show 
(which  he  was  persuaded  they  could  not) 
that  there  was  danger  of  invasion,  or  that 
the  peace  of  the  country  was  likely  to  be 
disturbed.  The  force  at  present  contended 
to  be  necessary,  was  not  the  force  which 
was  considered  necessar}*  during  the  war. 
He  had  before  observed,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  referred  to  three  points  in 
the  speech  pronounced  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  on  a  preceding  night.  He  would 
advert  shortly  to  these  points ;  he  had  said 
shortly,  for  to  dwell  long  upon  them 
would  be  to  do  great  injustice  to  an  expo- 
sition of  the  state  of  Ireland,  which  had 
not  been  forgotten  by  any  one  who  had 
Jieard  it,  and  to  which  he  begged  to  re- 
neat,  that  no  one  either  who  had  heard  it 
had  attempted  a  reply.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  ascribed  the  present  state  of 
Ireland  to  a  combination  of  causes. — The 
non-residence  of  the  landed  proprietors, 
the     incompetency    of    the    magistracy 

I  Hear,  hear!  from  the  opposition  side], 
.ct  not  gentlemen  suppose  he  meant  to 
admit  a  general  incompetency  of  that  class 
of  men  in  Ireland  ;  but  it  was  notorious, 
that  there  were  many  incompetent  in 
ability,— that  there  were  large  districts 
where  they  were  deficient  in  number ;  that 
in  many  places,  above  all  in  times  of 
trouble  and  of  danger,  persons  had  been 
appointed — necessarily  appointed — of  a 
class  from  which  tliey  would  not  other- 
wise have  been  voluntarily  .chosen.  He 
felt,  perhaps,  that  to  follow  this  branch  of 
the  subject  would  involve  him  and  the 
House  m  too  wide  a  field;  but  it  was 
evident,  that  in  a  country  where  the  po- 
pular mind  had  been  so  corrupted,  and 
where  so  few  years  since  an  armed  rebel- 
lion had  raised  its  head, — in  a  country  so 
circumstanced  with  respect  to  its  resident 
gentry,  and  its  magistracy,  something 
more  than  ordinary  means  were  neces- 
sary fur  insuring  the  public  safety,  and 
guarding,  what  would  be  not  less  interest- 
ing to  those  who  heard  him,  the  lives  and 
J  properties  of  the  well  disposed  and  tlie 
oyal. 

There  was  another  point,  upon  which 
what  had  been  said  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  been  utterly  distorted ;  he  meant 
with  regard  to  the  practice  of  illicit  distil- 
lation, that  bane  of  the  country  and  of  the 
people,  but  of  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  think  so  lightly;  and  well  he 
(VOL.  XXXIII.) 


might—for  of  its  causes  and  of  its  effectSf 
and  of  the  means  which  had  been  used  to 
extinguish  it,  he  seemed  equally  carelesa 
and  niisinforme<l.  It  was  true,  that  they 
had  been  forced,  particularly  in  the  north 
of  Ireland,  to  employ  military  detach« 
ments  to  suppress  it.  When  it  was  recol- 
lected to  what  violation  of  the  laws  it  led, 
the  House  would  not  be  surprised  or  sorry 
to  hear  that  recourse  had  been  had  to  tho 
strongest  means.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
declared,  that  in  his  part  of  Ireland  illicit 
distillation  did  not  prevail:  it  certainly 
did  not  to  any  extent  in  the  county  whicii 
he  represented,  nor  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny.  It  would  therefore  not  be 
necessary  to  employ  the  troops  on  that 
service  in  those  counties,  though  he  could 
tell  the  hon.  gentleman  that,  of  whicli 
he  seemed  also  unapprizcd,  in  the 
county  of  Kilkenny  where  he  resided, 
thougn  not  believed  very  lately,  there 
were  other  calls  for  the  services  of  those 
troops.  At  the  same  time,  as  to  illicit  distil- 
lation, he  could  have  wished  that  the  hon# 
gentleman  had  attended  to  the  representa- 
tions of  other  members  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  otiior  parts  of  Ireland* 
Many  of  them  also  from  tlie  south,  whe 
with  a  liberality  and  a  manliness,  which  he 
thought  it  his  duty  warmly  to  acknowv 
ledge,  had  declared  their  readiness  to' 
support  the  strongest  measures  to  put 
down  a  practice  so  fatal  wherever  it  pre* 
vailed.  He  was  sorry  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  not  heard  the  sentiments  of  the  right 
hon.  baronet  near  him  (sir  John  Newport)^ 
because  he  knew  the  weight  they  would 
have  with  him.  Still  more,  be  wished  he 
had  heard  the  speech,  in  which  he  had  im- 
mediately followed  his  rieht  hon.  friend  la 
the  debate  of  a  former  night,  for  he  would 
have  heard  from  that  right  hon.  baronet 
his  most  unequivocal  testimony  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  statements  which  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  made,  and  he  would  have 
heard  him  say  further,  the  military  force 
demanded  for  Ireland  was  not  greater  than 
the  necessity  required. 

To  return,  however,  for  a  single  moment, 
to  the  subject  of  illicit  distillation;  he 
could  inform  the  House,  that  it  had  so 
extended,  that  the  act  imposing  penalties 
on  the  vicinage  had  been  revived  and  en- 
forced. It  was  now  in  force  in  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  counties  in  Ireland,  and 
he  confessed  that  there  was  no  justification 
for  such  a  law,  but  the  impossibility  of 
suppressing  it  by  any  other  means.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  treated  the  whole 
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subject  with  yery  unsuitable  levity.  Could 
he  afiect  to  consider  it  merely  as  a  aues- 
tion  of  revenue  ?  or  did  any  man  believe 
that  to  prevent  the  use  of  '*  unsanctified '' 

Spirits  was  the  sole  motive  which  had  in- 
uced  the  legislature  to  endeavour  to 
guard  by  such  severities  against  the  pre- 
▼alence  of  a  mischief  than  which  nothing 
could  be  more  destructive  to  the  commu- 
nity [Hear!]. 

It  bad  been  asserted  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, that  the  disturbances  in  Ireland 
were  confined  to  a  few  districts.  He  hoped 
.certainly  that  the  recent  execution  of 
those  laws  with  which  the  government 
was  invested,  had  produced  a  salutary 
etkct ;  but  the  stpirit  of  combination  had 
not  subsided,  thespirit  of  outrage  was  still 
abroad,  and  it  wai.  at  this  time  that  it  was 
proposed  to  strip  the  country  of  the  whole 
of  Its  regular  force.  The  hon.  gentleman 
liad  told  the  House,  **  that  some  melan- 
choly events  had  occurred,  and  that  one 
of  those  melancholy  events  had  been  the 
murder  of  a  magistrate.''  It  had  indeed. 
It  was  on  the  return  of  that  unfortunate 
gentleman  from  discharging  his  duty  as  a 
magistrate  at  Cloamel^ — ^it  was  the  punish- 
ment of  his  conduct  as  an  active  and  in- 
trepid assertor  of  the  laws— it  was  perpe- 
trated in  the  open  day,  and  marked  by 
circumstances  of  combination  amonest  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  which  it  was 
nainful  for  him  to  dwell  on.  But  it  was 
tn  one  of  those  counties  where  the  hon. 
gentleman  believed  no  military  force  was 
<iiecessary.  At  the  special  commission 
which  followed  the  death  of  that  most 
active  and  respectable  man,  whose  loss 
Was  no  less  to  be  deplored  by  the  public, 
than  by  the  private  friends  who  loved  him 
[Hear,  hear!].  Fourteen  persons  were 
capitally  convicted — in  a  county  in  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  contended  that  no 
military  force  was  necessary — amon^  them 
were  some  who  were  leaders  of  the  violence 
by  which  the  district  had  been  disgraced, 
frobably  the  hon.  gentleman  did  not  know 
of  what  crime  those  men  were  convicted 
•—they  were  convicted  of  having  been 
forward  in  an  attack  made  by  about  200 
persons  upon  one  of  his  majesty's  barracks, 
iipon  a  house,  he  meant  to  say,  which  had 
been  taken  as  a  barrack  for  the  occupation 
of  the  king's  troops  in  a  disturbed  part  of 
the  country  [Hear,  hear !].  It  was  there- 
fore marked  for  destruction— they  did 
destroy  it— 4ind  fourteen  of  them  were 
convicted  and  so&red  for  the  crime.  He 
wofdd  appeal  to  those  who  knew  those 
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facts  (there  were  several  present  who 
knew  them  personally), — he  would  call  on 
one  particularly  whom  he  had  in  his  eye, 
(who  was  now  sitting  near  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman)—he  would  call  on  him  to  state 
whether  that  county  was  in  a  situation  in 
which  it  would  be  advisable,  in  which 
it  would  be  safe,  to  attend  to  the  hon« 
gentleman's  recommendations,  and  to 
dispense  with  the  presence  of  a  regular 
military  force  [Hear!].  In  another  and  a 
neiffhfaiouring  county  also,  serious  affrays 
had  taken  p&ce  and  several  lives  had  been 
lost. 

Were  these  not  sufficient  facts  to  justi^ 
•—not  an  extension  of  the  military  force  in 
Ireland,  but  a  proposition  not  to  reduce 
it  under  that  amount  which  the  security 
and  tranquillity  of  that  countrv  required  I 
At  that  late  period  of  the  nignt  he  would 
keep  dear  of  all  those  general  topics  of 
policy  on  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
so  amply  dilated ;  and  ^ould  confine  him- 
self to  a  few  observations  on  the  declara- 
tion made  by  some  hon.  members,  that  if 
the  state  of  Ireland  was  such  as  it  had 
been  represented  to  be,  it  was  a  matter  of 
grave  charge  against  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment that  It  had  not  sooner  been  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament.  It 
had  even  been  insinuated  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  kept  the  knowledge  of  this 
state  in  reserve,  until  it  became  necessary 
to  bring  it  forward  in  order  to  induce  par* 
liament  to  vote  the  force  required.  But 
did  not  the  House  bear  in  mind  that  in  the 
session  before  last,  and  in  the  last  sessions, 
the  situation  of  Ireland  had  been  distinctly 
represented  to  them  by  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment, for  the  express  purpose  of  pro- 
curing the  re-enactment  of  the  most  severe 
laws  ever  known  in  the  British  realms^ 
In  that  application  for  coercive  measures, 
his  majes^'s  sovemment  had  been  sup- 
ported not  only  by  the  majority  of  the 
House,  but  by  the  hon.  gentlemen  oppo- 
site, who,  with  a  liberality  and  manhness 
that  did  Uiem  great  credit,  had  admitted 
that  less  could  not  be  asked  with  a  view 
to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland. 

If,  therefore,  a  motion  should  be  made 
in  any  quarter  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  Ireland,  at  least  he  trusted,  that 
no  one  would  allege  that  this  was  the 
first  occasion  on  which  the  grounds  on 
which  the  vote  was  justified  were  sub- 
mitted to  parliament,  or  that  the  House 
was  unprepared  for  the  statement  which 
his  rigtit  non.  friend  had  made  [Hear, 
hear  !2*^He  could  not  in  this  stage  offer 
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any  tUng  fiuther ;  he  perceired  the  House 
was  exhausted^  and  he  was  exhausted  also 
[Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  F.  Prittie  trusted,  that  if  the  dis- 
tuihances  ceased  io  Ireland,  which  there 
was  reason  to  hope  would  be  the  case,  a 
considerable  reduction  would  be  nude  in 
the  estabfishnient. 

Colonel  Vereker  supported  the  neces- 
sity of  a  large  military  force  in  Ireland. 
4,000  regular  troops  were  not  found  to  be 
too  many  to  preserve  tranquillity  in  the 
county  of  Limerick;  25,000  therefore 
could  not,  he  thought,  be  considered  as 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  whole  island. 

The  report  was  then  brought  up  and 
read.  On  the  question,  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  read  a  second  time,  Mr.  Wynn 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  leave  out  all 
the  wcMrds  after  the  word  <*  that/*  for  the 
purpose  of  substituting  the  words  **  the 
resolution  be  re-committed."  On  tliis 
amendment  the  House  divided : 

For  the  amendment   122 

Against  it    190 

Majority     68 

The  Resolution  was  then  read  a  second 
time  and  agreed  to. 

Lut  of  the  MinorUy* 
Abercrombie,  hon.  J.     Elliott,  right  hon.  W. 


Acland,  sir  T. 
Althorp,  viscount 
Arkwright,  Rd. 
Athcrley,  A. 
Babington,  Tho. 
Bankes,  Henry 
Beach,  M.  H. 
Bennet,  hon.  H. 
Birch,  Joseph 
Boughey,  sir  J.  F. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Brougham,  H. 
Browne,  Dom. 
Buller,  J. 

Burrell,  hon.  P.  D. 
Burrell,  Walter 
Byng,  George 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Campbell,  Gen. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Cavendish,  hon.  H. 
Cavendish,  hon.  C. 
Cochrane,  lord 
Caulfield,  hon.  H. 
Chaloner,  Robert 
Cocks,  bon.  J.  8. 
Cocks,  James 
Dickenson,  W. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Bundas,  Charles 
ybring|0O|  viscount 


Ellison,  C. 
Fazakerly,  J.  N. 
FeUowes,  W.  H. 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C. 
Fmby,  Kirkman 
Fitzgerald,  lord  W. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Frank,  F. 
Fremantle,  Wm. 
Gordon,  R. 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Guise,  sir  W, 
Hamilton,  sir  H.  D. 
Heathcote,  sir  G. 
Hornby,  E. 
Homer.  Francis 
Howard,  hon.  W. 
Jcrvoisc,  J.  J. 
Keck,  G.  A.  L. 
Knox,  T. 
Langton,  W.  G. 
Lefcvre,  C.  Shaw 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Lloyd,  J.  M* 
Lester,  B.  L. 
Lvttelton.  hon.  W.  H. 
Ddacdonald,  James 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Madocks,Wm.  A. 
Markham,  admiral 
Martin,  Jobn 
Milton,  vise. 


Methuen,  P.  C.  * 
Mills,  ChaHes 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Mordaunt,  sir  C. 
Moore,  P. 
Morland,  S.  B. 
Morpeth,  viscount 
Neville,  lion.  R. 
Newman,  R.  W. 
North,  Dudley 
Nugent,  lord 
OsMldcanon,  O. 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Palmer,  Charles 
Pcirsc,  U. 
Philips,  George 
Piggott,  sir  A 
Ponsonby,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  F.  C. 
Portman,  K.  B. 
Powlett,  hon.  W.  V. 
Prittie,  hon.  F.  A. 
Protheroe,  E. 
Pym,  Francis 
Rashleigh,  Wra. 
Ramsdcn,  J.  C. 
Rancliiie,  lord 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Romiily,  sir  S. 


Rowley,  sir  W. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Russell,  R.  O. 
Scudamore^  R 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Sharpe,  R. 
Smith,  John 
Smith,  Abel 
Smith,  William 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
Stanley,  lord 
Tiemey,  rt.  hon.  G« 
Tighe,  Wm. 
Townshend,  lord  J* 
Trcroaync,  J.  H. 
Waldegrave,  hon. 

capt. 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wharton,  John 
Wilberforce,  W. 
Wilkins,  Walter 
Williams,  sir  R. 
Wright,  J.  A. 
Wynn,  sir  W,  W. 
Wyun,  C.  W. 

Tellers. 
Wortley,  J.  A.  S. 
Calcraft,  John 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday^  March  H. 

PaTITIONS      RBSPBCTING      TUB     PrO- 

PBRTT  Tax.]  Viscount  MdviUe  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  county  of  Edin* 
burgh  on  the  subject  of  the  property  tai^ 
and  praying,  that  if  the  continuation  of 
the  measure  should  be  determined  upon 
by  the  legislature,  care  might  be  taken  to 
introduce  such  modiBcations  therein  as 
would  afford  relief,  to  tenants  and  occu- 
piers of  land  from  the  injurious  burthen 
of  the  present  provisions  of  the  act. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  presented  a 
petition,  which  his  grace  said,  he  knew  to 
be  signed  by  many  respectable  personsy 
some  of  them  of  considerable  property, 
from  Glasffow.  The  petition  contained 
some  excellent  sentiments,  which  were 
well  expressed,  and  he  wished  it  to  be 
read.— The  petition  was  accordingly  read, 
and  stated,  tnat  the  petitioners  hsid  no  ob- 
jection to  the  continuance  of  the  property 
tax  in  order  to  wind  up  the  war  expendi- 
ture, and  they  deprecated  the  clamour 
which  had  been  raised  by  those  who  peti* 
tioned  their  lordships  against  the  tax,  be« 
fore  their  lordships  could  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  whether  there 
was  not  a  necessity  for  it.  If  so  large  a 
sum  as  six  millions  must  be  raised,  the 
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property  tax  was,  they  thought,  the  most 
AiDODJectionable  mode. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  one  of  the  Scotch  counties 
against  the  property  and  malt  taxes,  and 
praying  that  in  case  the  property  tax 
should  be  re-enacted,  some  relief  against 
its  pressure  miffht  be  granted  in  favour  of 
the  agricultural  interest. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  as  the 
people  of  some  parts  of  Scotland  appeared 
to  be  so  much  enamoured  of  the  property 
taj^  he  trusted,  if  such  an  odious  and  de- 
testable measure  was  to  be  imposed  in 
time  of  peace,  means  would  be  found,  that 
it  might  be  equally  paid  by^  the  people  of 
Scotland ;  he  haymg  been  informed,  that 
in  some  parts  of  Scotland,  and  particularly 
in  Glasgow,  the  tax  had  fallen  with  a 
comparatively  light  pressure,  and  had 
produced  but  little. 

'.The  Duke  of  Montrose  said,  the  noble 
lord  was  mis-informed,  as  the  tax  had 
been  as  rigorously  collected  in  Scotland 
as  in  England. 

Lord  Holland  contended,  that  he  had 
good  information  upon  the  subject,  and 
that  it  was  impossible  the  property  tax 
could  have  been  equally  levied  in  Glasgow, 
when  it  produced  very  little  more  than 
the  house  tax. 

^  Viscount  Melville  maintained,  that  the 
property  tax,  as  well  as  the  assessed  taxes, 
were  as  rigorously  collected  in  all  parts  of 
Scotland,  as  in  any  part  of  England,  and 
with  respect  to  its  producing  in  Glasgow 
little  more  than  the  house  tax,  the  fact 
tni^bt  be  so^  but  he  heard  a  similar  obser- 
vation applied  also  to  places  in  England. 

Earl  Grey  said,  the  fact  was,  that 
though  in  the  North  of  England,  and  in 
some  parts  of  Scotland,  particularly  Ber- 
wickshire, the  property  tax  might  be 
rigorously  collected,  yet  in  other  parts  of 
Scotland,  as  well  also  as  in  some  parts  of 
England,  the  tax  was  not  collected  ac- 
cording to  law.  In  those  parts  of  Scot- 
land particularly,  the  income  of  the  tenant 
was  not  estimated  according  to  the  direc- 
tions, but  they  had  a  rule  of  then*  own, 
which  was  not  a  rule  complying  with  the 
directions  of  the  act.  If  it  was  really  in- 
tended to  continue  this  tax,  so  odious  and 
detestable  to  the  people  of  England,  in  a 
time  of  peace,  there  must  be  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  different  modes  of  collecting  it ; 
he  being  satisfied,  that  it  had  hitherto 
pressed  with  most  disproportionate  weight 
In  different  parts  of  the  island,  from  the 
variations  In  the  mode  of  collection. 


The  petitiijms  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Proxies.]  Lord  Kenyon^  adverting  to 
the  motion  of  a  noble  lord  for  submitting 
a  question  relative  to  proxies  to  a  com-, 
mittec  of  privileges,  suggested  that  it 
might  be  advisable  to  submit  another 
question  relative  to  proxies  to  the  same 
committee.  It  had  been  contended,  that 
the  majority  of  peers  present  on  any  occa- 
sion might  prevent  proxies  being  received 
at  all,  if  they  chose.  Now,  he  conceived 
that  the  right  of  voting  by  proxy  was  in- 
herent in  the  peerage ;  and  if  so,  the  exer- 
cise of  that  right  could  not  be  legally  pre- 
vented by  any  majority  present. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  the  object  of 
his  motion  was  merely  to  have  it  decided 
whether  proxies  held  under  wrong  titles 
could  be  used  in  voting.  He  himself  had 
hardly  formed  any  opinion  on  the  point. 
But  the  noble  lord's  question  was  entirely 
different  from  his,  and  if  the  noble  lord 
wished  to  have  it  decided,  he  might  make 
a  motion  for  that  purpose.  It  might  be 
desirable  to  have  that  settled,  but  it  was 
ouite  distinct  from  his  question,  except 
that  it  related  to  proxies.  One  of  the 
characters  in  Shakspearc*s  plays  said,  that 
there  was  a  river  in  Macedon,  and  there 
was  also,  moreover,  a  river  in  Monmouth , 
and  that  there  were  salmons  in  both.  The 
noble  lord's  similitude  was  of  the  same 
description.  There  were  proxies  in  both 
questions,  but  he  did  not  know  why  he 
should  include  in  his  motion  the  noble 
lord's  question  any  more  than  a  question 
as  to  what  bught  to  be  done  in  case  of 
failure  of  the  executive  government,  which 
was  not  at  present  settled  by  act  of  par- 
liament. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  the  ques- 
tions were  distinct,  and  that  his  noble 
friend  had  better,  at  a  proper  opportunity, 
submit  a  separate  motion  on  the  subject, 
if  he  thought  proper. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday f  March  11. 

Petitions  against  the  Property 
Tax.]  Petitions  respecting  the  property 
tax  were  presented  from  the  land-owners 
and  farmers  of  Princes  Hisborough,  the 
electors  of  Cricklade,  the  occupiers  of 
land  near  Battle  and  Rye,  the  mayor,  &c. 
of  Devizes,  the  freeholclers  of  Stirling,  the 
inhabitants  of  Poole,  Church  Stretton, 
Glendale  Ward;  Bridport,   Folkingham, 
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Minchinhampton,  Colyton,  Barnard  Cas- 
tle, Sedgefield,  St.  Botolph  without  Aid- 
gate,  New  Brentford,  Hackney,  St.  Pan- 
eras,  East  Dereham,  Launditch,  Christ- 
church  Surrey,  Wellingborough,  Kette- 
ring, Croydon,  St.  Mary  Newington,  the 
ward  of  Queenhithe  London,  Belper,  Ash- 
borne,  Elloughton,  Brough  and  Waulby, 
Addingham,  Bridlington,  Sheffield,  Tot- 
nes,  St.  Nicholas  Deptford,  Leicester, 
Farnham  Royal,  and  Howden  ;  the  free- 
holders of  Ayr,  Middlesex,  Edinburgh, 
and  Gwydir ;  the  merchants,  &c.  of  Glas« 
gow  ;  the  farmers  and  land  occupiers  of 
Berse,  Kincardine,  &c.  Oo  presenting 
the  petition  from  Leicester, 

Lord  Rancliffe  was  anxious  to  give  some 
explanation  respecting  what  he  had  stated 
on  a  former  evening,  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  mayor  of  Leicester.  He 
had  then  said,  that  the  mayor  refused  to 
call  a  meeting  on  the  requisition  of  several 
respectable  inhabitants  of  Leicester,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  a 
continuance  of  the  property  tax  ;  but  he 
had  since  received  a  letter  from  one  of 
the  gentlemen  who  signed  the  requisition 
and  waited  on  the  mayor,  explaining  the 
reasons  o^  his  refusal  in  a  manner  which 
appeared  quite  satisfactory,  and  informing 
bim  that  the  mayor  had  since  complied 
with  a  requisition  free  from  the  objections 
to  which  the  first  was  liable. 

Mr.  Lee  Keck  expressed  his  gratitude 
to  the  noble  lord  for  the  candour  he  had 
shown  in  making  this  acknowledgment. 
The  person  alluded  to  he  was  satisfied 
was  the  last  man  in  the  world  who  would 
let  any  thing  like  party  spirit  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty. 
The  fact  was,  had  he  complied  with  the 
first  requisition  to  call  a  meeting  to  "  ex- 
press a  decided  disapprobation  of  the  re- 
newal, at  this  time,  of  war  taxes,"  he 
would  have  been  guilty  of  a  gross  derelic- 
tion  of  public  duty.  He  would  call  on 
the  noble  lord  to  say  if  the  correspondent 
from  Leicester  had  not  written  him  to 
that  effect.  He  would  call  on  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Brougham), 
who  also  spoke  on  the  night  in  question 
against  the  mayor  of  Leicester,  and  beg 
oT  him  that  he  would  be  good  enough,  in 
matters  of  this  kind,  first  to  investigate 
and  then  to  accuse,  if  after  an  investiga- 
.tion  he  should  think  it  proper  to  do  so. 
But  the  hon.  member  for  Taunton  (Mr. 
Baring)  had  even  improved  upon  the 
noble  lord  and  the  learned  gentleman,  by 
imputing  to  the  gentleman  in  question  the 


malignity  of  political  motives,  from  which 
any  man  who  knew  him  would  at  once 
acquit  him.  He  thought  there  was  some- 
thing unfair  in  thus  bringing  forward  any 
man  who  had  not  the  means  of  justifying 
himself.  He  should  like  to  know  by  what 
right  they  could  arraign  in  this  manner 
the  conduct  of  any  man  without  his  being 
heard.  Such  accusations  could  only  hai« 
the  most  injurious  effects  on  the  public 
service;  for  even  the  strongest  acknow- 
ledgments, after  the  discovery  of  tho 
error,  could  hardly  be  considered  a  repa- 
ration  to  the  injured  indhridual. 

Lord  Rancliffe  was  very  ready  to  ex- 
culpate the  mayor  of  Leicester  from  any 
thing  like  political  partiality ;  but  at  tho 
same  time  he  consiaered  it  also  his  duty 
to  exculpate  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man who  had  merely  spoken  upon  his 
statement.  He  had  misrepresented  a  part, 
but  not  the  whole  of  the  transaction ;  for 
the  requisition  had  not  been  complied 
with,  and  the  meeting  did  not  take  place. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  thought  the  noble 
lord's  explanation  satisfactory,  as  it  was 
only  from  what  he  had  stated  that  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  had  made  his  remarks ; 
and  observed,  that  a  charge  against  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  ought  not  to  have 
been  made  in  his  absence* 

Mr.  Lambion  also  lamented  that  the 
charge  was  not  postponed  till  Mr. 
Brougham  was  present;  but  what  that 
hon.  and  learned  member  said  proceeded 
on  the  noble  lord's  statement  respecting 
the  mayor.  That  statement  justified  the 
remarlcs  upon  it,  but  that  statement  being 
inaccurate,  the  noble  lord  candidly  took  the 
first  opportunity  of  settmg  himself  right 
with  the  House.  As  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  no  fatilt  attached  to  biro. 

Mr.  Bennet  observed,  that  so  far  from 
thinking  his  hon.  and  learned  friend's  re* 
taiarks  incorrect  or  censurable  in  any  way, 
he  should  have  made  similar  observations, 
had  not  his  hon.  and  learned  friend's 
speech  made  them  unnecessary. 

Sir  C  Monck  maintained,  that  the 
statement  justified  the  remarks,  and  that 
it  would  have  been  more  correct  to  com- 
plain of  an  hon.  and  learned  member  in 
his  presence. 

Mr.  Lee  Keck  begged  to  explain,  that 
he  did  not  bring  on  this  conversation; 
and  that  knowing  the  mayor  of  Leicester 
had  been  hardly  used,  he  could  not  listen 
to  the  noble  lord's  ceunter-statement, 
without  expressing  his  feelings  on  the 
subject. 
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SirGiUeH  Heathafte  obsenred,  thai  the 
noble  lord  ted  made  all  poesible  repara- 
tion ia  bis  power,  and  that  aa  hon.  and 
learned  member  ought  not  to  have  been 
made  the  object  of  a  charge  when  he  was 
not  in  the  Home. 

Mr.  fV,  Dundoi  replied,  that  no  charge 
had  beeo  preferred,  tnat  the  hon.  member 
now  him  nad  only  vindicated  an  innocent 
s^aoy  the  mayor  of  Leicester;  and  he 
IITOsted  in  faturoy  that  public  men  who 
bid  not  the  opportunity  of  defending 
IhevMalves  on  toe  spot,  would  not  be 
made  the  objects  of  complaints  and 
charges  on  light  grounds. 

Mr.  Methuen  uought  it  wa9  due  to  the 
lipo.  aud  learned  member,  whose  conduct 
)iad  been  condeomed,  to  wait  till  such 
member  was  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Vyse  took  the  occasion  to  say,  that 
be  could  not  support  the  property  tax, 
i0ven  though  it  were  modifiea  ;  fbr  he  was 
persuaded  that  if  it  were  adopted  with 
those  modifications,  it  would  be  a  perma- 
nent tax. 

^  Lord  AUkorpe^  on  presenting  the  peti- 
tion from  the  borough  of  Wellingboroughy 
in  Northamptonshire,  against  the  property 
tax,  and  prating  for  a  strict  attention  to 
jeconomv,  said,  he  was  particularly  in- 
Btructea  to  support  that  part  of  the  prayer 
«f  the  petition  which  referred  to  the 
pledges  of  economy  given  in  the  Speech 
^m  the  throne  at  the  opening  of  the  9eB' 
aion.  He  therefore  invited  the  House  to 
the  most  strict  and  rigid  system  of  eco- 
nomy, as  the  only  means  of  saving  the 
country.  He  was  aware  that  it  might  not 
be  possible  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  groaning  beneath  their  burthens, 
Dy  any  practicable  reduction  that  was  con- 
sistent with  the  honour  and  safety  of  the 
nation;  but  he  was  convinced,  at  the 
.same  time,  that  great  savinn  might  be 
made,  and  that  it  was  the  auty  of  the 
House  to  carry  them  immediately  into 
execution.  In  the  civil  departments 
great  san^ings  might  be  made,  not  only  in 
sinecures,  some  of  which,  he  believed, 
ministers  themselves  were  pledsed  to 
.abolish,  but  in  useless  offices,  by  which  he 
meant  those  that  did  not  conduce  to  the 
public  service,  or  in  which  there  was  not 
adequate  business  for  all  those  employed. 
In  some  offices,  for  instance,  what  was  now 
execut^  by  two  might  be  intrusted  to 
one,  and  in  others  an  establishment  of 
three  might  be  reduced  to  two.  He 
would  not  pomt  out  those  particular  de- 
partments to  which  this  lecommnndatioo 
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mi^t  apply,  as  he  thought  hjs  majesty's 
ministers,  from  their  knowledge  of  the 
business  distributed  among  all  Uie  offices, 
were  the  best  judges  where  a  reduction 
might  most  safely  be  made ;  but  he  could 
not  help  pointing  out  to  their  considera- 
tion the  boards  of  the  treasury  and  the 
admiralty,  as  subjects  where  more  eco- 
nomy mi^ht  be  practised.  There  were  at 
f present  six  lords  of  the  treasury ;  the  first 
ord  of  the  treasury,  the  chancellors  of 
the  exchequer  for  Great  Britain  and  for 
Ireland,  and  three  junior  members.  He 
would  propose  that  two  of  the  junior  lords 
should  be  di^nsed  with,  and  that  the 
whole  duty  should  be  performed  by  the 
three  who  were  necessarily  members  of 
the  board,  and  only  one  junior  lord.  A 
similar  reduction  might  take  place  in  the 
admiralty  board,  where,  as  in  the  treasury, 
there  were  at  present  six  members,  four 
of  whom  could  execute  the  whole  of  the 
duty,  and  thereby  allow  to  the  country 
the  saving  of  the  salaries  of  two  junior,  or, 
as  they  were  commonly  called,  lay  lords. 

Lord  Folkstane  said,  he  had  a  question 
to  ask  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  concern- 
in|^  their  intention  with  regard  to  the  abo- 
lition or  continuance  of  the  office  of  third 
secretary  of  state.  This  office  had  been 
created  on  pretence  of  the  accumulation 
of  business  ouring  the  war.  The  creation 
of  it  was  contrary  to  act  of  parliament, 
and  in  direct  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
Mr.  Burke's  bill.  He  would  ask,  there- 
fore, if  it  was  intended  to  abolish  it,  or  if 
the  noble  lord's  **  intermediate  state"  be- 
tween peace  and  war  was  to  bh  urged  aa 
a  justincation  or  a  reason  for  perpetuating 
this  burthen  upon  the  country  ? 

Lord  CasUereagh,  in  answer  to  the  noble 
lord's  question,  stated,  that  there  was  no 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  government 
to  abolish  the  office  alluded  to,  but  there 
were  certain  economical  arrangements 
about  to  be  made  concerning  it,  which  he 
would  soon  have  the  honour  of  laying  be- 
fore parliament. 

Mr.  Preston  asked  whetlier  his  majesty's 
ministers  would  have  the  temerity  to  bring 
before  the  House  the  question,  whether 
the  profits  of  all  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try were  adequate  to  pay  the  taxes  which 
were  iinnosed? 

Mr.  Pitdai^  presented  two  petitions  from 
Glasgow,  one  against  the  property  tax, 
and  the  other  praying  that  it  mi^ht  con- 
tinue for  the  two  jears,  as  proposed,  under 
certain  modifications.  The  hon.  member 
bore  testimony  io  the  respectability  of  the 
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Aerclisiitf  tnd  mtnafkctoren  of  the  city 
ofGlatgow,  who  subscribed  and  instracted 
him  to  support  the  latter  petition.  The 
disinterestea  nature  of  their  princip^  was 
suflictentlj  demonstrated  by  their  conduct 
in  ofiering  to  support  a  burthen  which  the 
other  parts  of  the  empire  were  so  anxious 
to  throw  off.  They  were  all,  he  beliefed, 
liable  to  pay  the  tax  to  which  they  were 
so  fayourable,  wlule  he  was  free  to  confess 
that  the  other  petition  with  whidi  he  was 
intrusted,  was  subscribed  by  persons, 
many  of  whom  were  not  directly  liable. 
He  did  not  mean,  by  this  description  of 
the  petitioners,  to  say  that  their  prayer 
was  irrelevant,  or  that,  because  they  did 
not  pay  directly,  they  were  without  any 
Interest  m  wishing  its  abolition.  In  his 
own  judgment,  they  were  lid>le  to  pay  a 
tax  which  affected  their  employers,  and 
he  would  rather  support  them  than  the 
other  petitioners.  Adverting  to  the  dis- 
closures which  the  income  tax  compdled 
merchants  to  make,  as  one  of  the  reasons 
why  it  should  be  abolished,  he  said,  that 
he  by  no  means  thought  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  answered  that  objec- 
tion to  his  measure,  by  saying,  that  these 
engaged  in  trade  might  maro  all  dodo- 
sures  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  equit- 
able assessment,  without  showing  the  ac- 
tual state  of  their  afiurs  upon  the  whole, 
by  laving  the  profits  of  the  difierent 
branches  of  their  concerns  before  dif- 
ferent commissioners.  This  course,  if  it 
were  adopted,  the  hon.  member  thought, 
would,  in  moat  cases,  be  injurious,  as  it 
often  happened  that  a  loss  was  incurred  in 
one  part  of  a  business,  while  the  only 
profit  was  reaped  in  another,  which  thus 
might  be  assessed  ibr  the  whole  of  its 
amount,  widiout  aliowbg  a  deduction  for 
the  loss  uDon  die  whole  balance.  The 
difficulty  of  obtaining  the  proper  deduc- 
tions was  a  universal  subject  of  complaint. 
He  had  been  applied  to  by  a  poor  woman, 
hi  very  distressful  circumstances,  reouest- 
rog  his  interference  for  relief  witn  the 
commissioners.  She  was  the  proprietor 
of  a  house  of  twelve  pounds  per  annum, 
which  was  the  sreater  part  of  her  income. 
For  this  sum  she  had  oeen  assessed;  and 
flioogh  she  made  repeated  applications  to 
the  commissioners  to  have  the  deductions 
which  the  act  authorized  in  cases  like 
hers,  she  could  obtain  no  redress,  from 
some  misapprehension  of  the  meaning  of 
Ae  act  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  ap- 
planted  to  carry  it  into  execution.  She 
oWged  to  pay  for  five  years,  and  had 


contributed  out  of  this  poor  pittance  six 
pounds  to  government  before  her  case  wat 
attended  to. 

Mr.  BmnH  said,  that  the  same  corn- 
|4aii}t  to  which  he  had  alluded  on  a  former 
night,  of  persons  having  their  affhirs  ex* 
p(Med  by  tne  negligence  of  the  collectors 
of  the  income-tax,  existed  in  a  still  greater 
degree  in  the  town  of  Shrewsbury,  where 
the  amount  of  their  returns  were  actoallj 
circulated  about  the  town  in  printed  bills. 
The  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  ex* 
chequer  had  slated,  that  this  evil  had  been 
remedied,  but  he  had  to  assure  him  tlutit 
it  was  in  full  force  at  Shrewsbury  a  very 
short  time  back.  He  trusted,  if  the  in- 
come tax  were  again  inflicted  on  us,  that 
means  would  be  taken  to  pirevent  the  r^ 
currence  of  this  enormous  abuse.  ^ 

Mr.  Broufham^  referring  to  his  former 
statement  about  the  jetums  under  the 
income  tax,  siud»  that  several  other  in* 
stances  of  the  publicity  given  to  the 
schedules  contuning  accounts  of  the 
state  of  peoi^e*8  trade  or  f<}rtunes  had 
come  to  his  knowledge.  One  of  the  dis« 
tricts  where  they  were  sold  was  in  tht 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  London,  ano* 
ther  about  ten  miles  from  it,  where  the 
returns  were  systematicaBy  exposed  to 
sale  as  waste  paper  for  the  oenent  of  the 
surveyor  and  inspector.  He  had  heard 
this  circumstanoe  from  one  of  the  coini« 
missioners,  who  expressed  his  abhorrence 
of  the  tMBse  transaction,  and  who  decfakred 
that  he  would  no  loiter  act  as  oommii* 
sioner,  though  the  tax  were  re-inmosed. 
The  commissimiers  were  not  to  be  Mamed 
for  these  transactions ;  the^  performed  e 
gratuitous  and  a  very  revoltmg  duty.  The 
persons  who  exposed  the  papers  contain* 
me  the  state  of^the  private  affiurs  of  indi- 
viduals to  public  sale  were  the  inspectora 
and  surveyors.  Of  the  conduct  6i  these 
officers  in  performing  this  unworthy  act, 
for  the  purpose  of  a  fittle  paltry  ggih  of  a 
few  shillings,  he  would  not  trust  himself 
with  expressing  his  opinion,  lest  it  shoidd 
be  too  strong  for  the  oecency  and  deoorum 
of  parliamentary  usage ;  but  he  would  say, 
that  if,  in  five  instances  which  had  beoi 
mentioned,  such  nles  had  been  made,^  no 
reliance  could  be  placed  upon  nro&ssiona 
or^  oaths  of  secreqr.  While  ne  was  in 
possession  of  the  House,  he  would  take 
the  opportunity  of  replying  to  a  charnga 
made  a^inst  him  by  ttie  member  for  Let* 
cester  m  his  absence.  This  was  an  ex- 
traordinary charge— extraordinary  in  two 
respects,  as  being  made  in  his  absence, 
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and  as  being  totally  groundless  and  un- 
founded.    He  did  not  call  the  charge 
totally  unfounded  unadvisedly,   or  with- 
out  due   consideration,    and    he  would 
show  why.    He  was  uncertain  if  the  hon. 
member  who  made,  it  was  present  when 
the    speech    on    which   he    commented 
was  delivered  by  him.    He  would  now 
state  the    circumstances  for   his   infor- 
mation if  he  was  absent,  and  would  recall 
them  to  his  memory  if  he  was  in  his  place 
at  the  time.    A  noble  friend  of  hb  (lord 
Kanclifie)  stated  that  the  mayor  of  Lei- 
cester had  refused  to  obey  a  requbition 
for  callinff  a  meeting  to  petition  on  the 
subject  of  the  property  tax,  and  added 
some  circumstances  with  regard  to  his 
motives  and  conduct   on  which  he  had 
been  misinformed.    He  immediately  left 
the  house.    An  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Babington)  rose  to  explain  the  conduct 
and  views  of  the  worthy  magistrate,  and 
did  so  to  the  complete  justification  of  the 
mayor,  and  the  satis&ction  of  the  House. 
He  (Mr.  Brougham),  as  his  noble  friend 
was  gone,  rose  to  express  his  satisfaction 
at  the  statement  given ;  and  this  was  called 
his  charge  against  the  worUiy  mayor — this 
was  the  allegation  he  brousht  against  him 
i— this  was  the  injustice  he  had  committed, 
for  which  he  was  to  be  arraigned  in  his 
absence,  and  held  up  as  making  a  wanton 
and  gratuitous  attack  upon  a  blameless 
c^haracter.     He  would  now  repeat  what 
he  then  said,  that  the  objection  of  the 
worthy  mayor  to  a  compliance  with  the 
requisition  savoured  more  of  the  nice  dis- 
tinctions which  generally  occurred  among 
people  of  the  profession  to  which  he  him- 
self (Mr.  Brougham)  might  be  supposed 
partial,  than  of  the  plain  sense  and  maxims 
generally  followed  by  those  of  his  own 
class  in  society.     He  (Mr.  Brougham) 
had,  in  fact,  jomed  in  the  approbation  be- 
stowed on  the  conduct  of  the  mayor  of 
Leicester ;  he  admitted  then,  as  now,  after 
further    inquiry,    that    it  was    perfectly 
blameless.     He  hoped  the  House  would 
excuse  the  liberty  ne  had  taken  in  forcing 
a  personal  matter  upon  its  attention :  he 
had  only  done  so  in  self-defence,  in  reply 
to  a  ^rave  charge  made  during  his  absence. 
It  might  happen,  on  some  future  occasion, 
that  he  should  be  guilty  of  an  error,  but 
he  trusted  that  censures  would  be  spared 
until  that  occasion  arrived.    If  he  had 
(overstated  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
member,  the  fault  was  not  his,  but  of  the 
individual  who  bad  made  the  charge  in 
tl\e  absence  of  the  person  accused. 


Mr.  Lee  Keck  said,  that  he  might  have 
been  mistaken  as  to  the  tenor  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman's  observations ;  but 
if  he  had,  it  was  in  common  with  some  of 
the  publications  in  which  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  appeared.  The  fact  was, 
that  the  remarks  of  which  he  had  com- 
plained had  reached  Leicester,  and  had 
excited  a  strong  and  painful  sensation,  not 
only  in  the  mind  of  the  worthy  chief  ma- 
gistrate, but  of  those  officers  by  whom  he 
was  surrounded  and  assisted.  It  was  true 
that  the  discussion  on  the  former  day  had 
not  originated  with  the  hon.  gentleman, 
but  with  a  noble  lord'  who  was  not  present 
when  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
spoke;  but  the  mayor  of  Leicester  had 
been  for^some  time  writhing  under  the 
unfounded  imputations  cast  upon  him ; 
and  if  he  (Mr.  K.)  had  not  spoken  in  hia 
vindication,  the  consequence  would  have 
been,  that  that  most  respectable  magistrate 
must  still  have  continued  to  suffer.  What 
had  that  night  passed  would  no  doubt 
give  him  much  satisfaction,  since  it  showed 
that  all  parties  now  admitted  the  correct- 
ness of  his  conduct.  The  House  would 
do  him  (Mr.  K.)  the  justice  to  believe, 
that  he  was  not  forward  in  making  obser- 
vations of  a  personal  nature ;  but  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  make  the  remarks  now 
the  subject  of  complaint,  in  consequence 
of  communications  he  had  received  from 
the  country.  He  could  assure  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  that  whatever 
might  be  his  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the 
mayor  of  Leicester,  those  who  were  more 
immediately  interested,  were  convinced 
that  he  had  exercised  a  wise  discretion. 

Mr.  Blake  could  not  help  observing, 
tliat  the  hon.  member  for  Leicestershire 
was  rather  hardly  dealt  by,  and  if  he  were 
permitted  to  aavise  that  hon.  member, 
under  sunilar  circumstances,  it  would  be 
to  pursue  the  very  same  course  he  had 
adopted  that  night  in  defence  of  the  mayor 
of  Leicester.  He  entreated  the  House  to 
call  to  its  recollection  the  facts  of  the 
case.  The  noble  lord  with  whom  the 
subject  had  originated  on  a  former  night, 
made  a  statement  on  the  authority  of  a 
private  communication ;  on  the  authority 
of  that  statement  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  commented,  with  his  usual 
warmth  of  eloquence,  and  his  observa- 
tions were  such  as  of  course  to  hurt  the 
feelings  of  an  injured  individual.  The 
noble  lord  who  made  that  statement  on  a 
former  night,  with  a  candour  which  did 
■  hiiQ  infinite   honour,  came  forward  to* 
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night)  to  avow  his  errors  and  then  the 
hon.  member  for  Leicestershire  referred 
to  what  fell  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
member,  as  the  consequence  of  that 
error,  and  because  the  hon.  and  learncfl 
member  happened  not  to  have  been  pre- 
sent, the  hon.  member  was  accused  of 
having  brought  forward  a  charge  at  a 
time  when  he  was  absent.  Surely  it  must 
be  manifest,  that  it  was  not  the  hon. 
member,  but  the  noble  lord  with  whom 
the  selection  of  the  time  was ;  and  if  the 
hon.  member  had.  omitted  to  use  that 
opportunity,  he  would  have  grossly  dere- 
licted  the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his 
absent  friend,  and  would  have  omitted  to 
use  the  only  opportunity  which  could 
regularly  have  onered  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Brougham  defended  himself  against 
the  charge  of  bavins  commented  with  his 
usual  warmth  on  the  subject  introduced 
by  his  noble  friend.  He  had  only  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  at  the  explanation 
which  had  been  given. 

Mr.  Blake  replied,  that  the  noble  lord 
in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  had  stated  expressly,  that  he  by 
his  former  erroneous  statement,  had  in- 
duced the  hon.  and  learned  member  to 
express  himself  as  he  had  done. 

Lord  Rancliffe  said,  that  he  did  not 
induce  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  to 
make  any  comment  whatever.  His  charge 
against  the  mayor  of  Leicester  was,  that 
that  magistrate  had  refused  to  comply 
with  the  requisition  of  several  electors  of 
tliat  borough  to  convene  a  meeting  with 
a  view  to  petition  against  the  income  tax, 
and  that  charge  was  founded.  But  yet, 
from  subsequent  explanation,  he  was  not 
now  disposed  to  condemn  the  conduct  of 
this  magistrate,  although  he  did  not 
concur  with  him  as  to  the  grounds  of  liis 
refusal  of  the  first  requisition. 

Sir  George  Gierke,  on  presenting  the 
petition  from  the  freeholders,  justices  of 
the  peace,  commissioners  of  supply,  and 
heritors  of  the  county  of  Edinburgh, 
expressed  his  satisfaction  to  find  that  his 
sentiments  with  regard  to  the  property 
tax  concurred  witii  those  of  his  con- 
stituents. For  at  this  meeting  which  was 
originally  called  to  petition  against  the 
property  tax,  resolutions  were  adopted 
approving  of  that  tax,  with  certain  modi- 
fications respecting  agriculture,  as  a  better 
plan  for  raising  the  supplies  than  to  resort 
to  a  loan,  which  would  serve  to  render  it 
more  difficult  for  landholders  to  obtain 
pecuniary   accommodation.      The    peti- 
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tioners  further  prayed,  that  some  allow- 
ance should  be  made  to  those  landowner! 
who  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  rent. 
Upon  this  point,  he  was  glad  to  hear  what 
had  fallen  from  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  on  a  former  evening,  because 
that  showed  the  disposition  of  government 
to  grant  every  reasonable  allowance  to 
the  landlord  who  had  received  no  rent, 
and  to  the  agriculturist  who  had  had  no 
profit.  With  such  modifications,  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  property  tax  would  be 
found  the  best  plan  of^  finance  that  oould 
be  devised  under  existing  circumstances. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  thought  it  necessarj 
to  state  what  had  come  to  his  knowledge 
with  respect  to  the  meeting,  from  which 
this  petition  was  presented,  and  which  the 
hon.  baronet  professed  himself  so  happy 
to  think  concurred  with  him  in  opinion. 
This  meeting  of  the  county  of  Mid- 
Lothian  consisted,  in  fact,  of  only  87  or 
89  persons.  It  was  not  a  meeting  specially 
convened  by  the  slieriff,  but  held  at  the 
quarter  sessions ;  therefore,  if  the  hon. 
baronet  had  no  more  constituents  than 
those  which  attended  this  meeting,  he 
must  at  the  next  election  find  himself,  to 
say  the  least,  rather  hard  run.  Yet  the 
petition  in  tlie  hands  of  the  hon.  baronet 
was  carried  only  by  a  majority  of  three  or 
four.  When  a  petition  for  the  unqualified 
repeal  of  the  income  tax  was  proposed, 
the  previous  question  was  moved  by  that 
gallant  officer  lord  Dalhousie,  and  on  this 
question  being  carried,  an  hon.  gentle* 
man  brought  forward  certain  resolutiont* 
which  formed  the  bases  of  this  petition* 
But,  afler  all,  this  petition  did  not  sup- 
port the  opinion  of  the  hon.  baronet.  For 
if  he  was  not  mistaken  the  petitioners  took 
special  care  to  pray  that  if  the  property 
tax  were  renewed,  they  themselves  should 
be  exempted.  This  meeting  composed, 
as  he  understood,  of  about  89  landholders, 
did  not  appear  to  be  very  candid;  for 
according  to  the  language  of  their  petition, 
they  distinctly  say — "  The  property  tax 
is  extremely  unjust  and  unequal,  but  yet 
you  may  impose  it  on  others  if  you  relieve 
us  from  its  operation.'*  Therefore  tho 
difference  between  the  petition  in  the 
hands  of  the  hon.  baronet,  and  that  of 
others  on  the  table,  was  not  as  to  the 
character  or  equity  of  the  tax,  but  as  to 
the  view  of  the  petitioners,  the  gentlemen 
seeking  only  to  relieve  themselves  from 
its  pressure,  while  other  petitioners  sought 
to  relieve  the  country  at  large. 

The  petition  wa6  tlica  read.     It  pro* 
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DOQficed  the  proj^rty  tax  unjust  and 
unfair  in  its  principle  as  it  regarded  the 
agricultural  interests,  and  prayed,  if  any 
bill  were  brought  into  parliament  upon 
the  same  subject  again,  that  modifications 
trould  be  adopted,  which  would  impose  a 
.tax  not  upon  nominal,  but  upon  real 
profits. 

Sir  G.  CUrJce  explained,  that  all  he  had 
stated  was,  that  properly  modified,  the 
property  tax  would  be  a  great  relief  to 
the  agricultural  distresses*  He  referred 
to  a  minute  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
meeting,  which  had  been  transmitted  to 
faim,  to  show  that  it  was  there  the  pre- 
Tafling  sentiment  that  a  loan  would  be 
most  injurious  to  the  landed  interest. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  put  it  to  the  House, 
whether  the  petition  as  read,  did  not 
verify  his  observations.  It  was,  in  fact, 
against  the  property  tax,  unless  it  were 
made  no  tax  as  applied  to  the  individuals 
who  had  signed  it. 

Mr.  Finlay  remarked,  that  the  objec* 
tion  to  a  loan  in  the  country  was,  that  it 
would  depress  the  funds,  and  therefore, 
the  best  mode  of  giving  satisfaction  to  the 
agriculturist  was,  to  abandon  the  property 
tsix,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  an  im- 
mediate elevation  of  the  funds. 

Mr.  Thompson  remarked,  that  this  was 
decidedly  a  petition  against  the  income 
tax  of  1815  and  1816,  describing  the  evil 
effects  which  its  existence  had  produced. 
"With  respect  to  pecuniary  accommoda- 
tions to  landlords  and  tenants,  the  country 
banks,  however  well  disposed,  would  not 
lend  any  money  to  either  landlords  or 
tenants,  and  the  money  of  those  banks 
was  no  doubt  in  the  funds.  Thus  eo- 
▼emment  must  see  the  facility  of  obtaining 
a  loan ;  and  the  property  tax  beine  re- 
moved, the  country  bankers  would  lend 
with  more  confidence  to  their  country 
connexions.  Thus  the  public  and  indi- 
▼iduala  might  obtain  relief  by  a  measure 
to  which  he  trusted  that  the  country  would 
ui^  ministers  to  accede. 

The  several  petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grenfell  said,  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary, in  consequence  of  what  had  fallen 
from  the hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Thompson) 
to  ask  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
whether  in  the  event  of  the  rejection  of 
the  property  tax,  he  proposed  to  borrow 
money  in  the  ordinary  way,  or  to  resort  to 
the  sinking  fund,  undfer  that  clause  in  the 
26lh  of  the  king,  which  was  commonly 
called  Mr.  Fox's  clause,  and  thus  mttke 


the  commissioners  for  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt  the  contractors  for  the  loan  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re- 
plied, that  he  could  not  allow  himself  to 
anticipate  such  an  event  as  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  stated^  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
there  would  be  no  necessity  of  resorting 
to  either  of  the  alterations  luluded  to,  but 
should  the  necessity  arise,  it  would  be 
then  time  enough  for  him  to  state  the  line 
of  policy  which  he  proposed  to  pursue  for 
supplying  the  public  exigencies.  He  re- 
mitted the  House,  however,  to  recollect 
that  last  year,  when  it  was  proposed  to 
repeal  the  property  tax,  the  funds  had 
fallen  considerably. 

Sir  John  Newport  inquired  whether  the 
debt  of  one  million  to  Portugal,  for  which 
we  were  paying  6  per  cent,  interest,  had 
been  forgotten,  or  whether  it  was  to  be 
included  in  the  miscellaneous  services. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
happy  to  be  able  to  assure  the  right  hon. 
baronet,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
commissariat  debt  of  Portugal  had  been 
paid  out  of  the  supplies  of  last  year,  and 
that  the  whole  was  in  a  fair  course  of 
liquidation  by  the  judicious  arrangements 
made. 

Mr.  Baring  observed,  that  the  raising 
money  by  loan  or  by  exchequer  bills 
must  be  productive  of  pretty  similar 
efiects.  The  people,  when  they  heard 
from  so  weighty  an  authority  as  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  that  by  dispensing 
with  a  loan  great  advantages  must  accrue 
to  the  money  market,  naturally  placed 
implicit  confidence  in  such  a  declaration. 
His  own  opinion  certainly  was,  that  a 
direct  loan,  the  interest  of  which  should 
be  charged  upon  the  sinking  fund,  was 
the  most  eligible  mode  of  meeting  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Tiemey  wished  to  know  when  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man  to  bring  forward  the  question  of  the 
property  tax. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re- 
plied, that  the  bringing  forward  that  mea- 
sure would  necessarily  depend  upon  the 
course  which  public  business  might  take 
during  the  present  week.  He  had  great 
doubts,  however,  whether  it  could  be 
brought  forward  so  early  as  Wednesdav, 
and  he  thought  Friday  the  more  likely 
day. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said  it  would  be  a  material 
convenience  to  the  House  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  could  name  any  day  when  he 

was  quite  sure  it  would  come  on. 
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The  Chanedlar  of  the  Exchequer  ob- 
served, in  answer,  tbit  It  was  certainly  hia 
wish  to  haye  the  proposition  discussed  as 
early  as  possible,  but  as  it  was  evident 
that  the  debate  on  the  remaining  estimates 
would  be  protracted  to  a  considerable 
length,  he  tliought  it  would  be  better,  in 
order  to  avoid  disappointment,  to  name 
Monday  next  at  once.-— That  day  was 
accordingly  fixed  for  bringing  forward  the 
question. 

Mr.  Brougham  moved  that  the  Pftper 
No.  9,  of  those  which  had  that  day  been 
presented  to  the  House  by  Mr.  LushiBg- 
ton,  should  be  printed. 

The  ChaneeUor  of  the  Exehemter  sug- 
gested whether  it  would  not  oe  much 
better  that  all  of  them  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  could  have  no 
other  objection  to  printing  that  voluminous 
mass  of  papers,  except  the  expense  which 
it  would  incur.  Witn  respect  to  the  par- 
ticular paper  in  question,  he  considered  it 
to  contain  matter  which  rendered  it  de- 
sirable that  no  delay  should  take  place  in 
the  printing  of  it,  in  order  that  the  subject 
to  which  K  referred  might  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Fremantle  urged  the  propriety  of 
not  printine  the  whole  of  tlie  papers  upon 
the  principle  of  economy. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  was  glad  to  find  the  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  at  last  disposed  to  some  degree 
of  economy  in  the  article  of  printing 
papers  which  were  presented  to  that 
±lou»e.  He  certainly  did  not  wish  to  add 
to  that  expense,  but  as  he  had  not  looked 
over  the  papers  in  question,  he  could  not 
say  how  rar  it  might  he  necessary  to  have 
the  others  printed,  either  wholly  or  in 
part. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Sir  Thomas  Thompson's  Appoint- 
MBNT.]  Mr.  IVifnu  rose  to  submit  a 
motion  to  the  House.  He  said,  that 
having  noticed  the  attendance  of  a  gallant 
officer  in  that  House  on  a  former  evening, 
who  had  accepted  a  place  without  va- 
cating his  seat,  which  he  did  not  conceive 
came  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  of 
queen  Anne,  it  not  being  a  commission 
either  in  the  army  or  navy,  he  wished  to 
bring  the  question  distinctly  under  the  no- 
tice of  parliament.  He  should  abstain  from 
all  observations  at  present,  and  merely  move 
•a  a  ground  for  a  future  measure.  "  That 
there  be  laid  before  the  House  a  copy  of 
the  Appointment  of  Sir  Thomas  Booldcn 


Thompson  to  be  treasurer  of  Greenwich- 
hospital."    Ordered. 

Army  Estimatxs.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  being  read,  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee of  supply, 

Mr.  JVi^n  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
submit  a  motion  for  dividing  the  ffeneral 
vote  proposed  on  the  estimates  for  the 
service  of  the  army  into  separate  ques- 
tions, according  to  the  different  services 
to  which  the  cross  amount  of  force  was  to 
be  applied.  This  proposition  was  founded 
on  tne  ancient  practice  of  the  House,  a;!  it 
was  observed  down  to  so  late  a  period  as 
the  peace  in  1802.  It  was  unquestionable^ 
that  the  course  of  proceeding  he  now  re- 
commended might  produce  inconvenience 
in  time  of  war,  hy  causing  a  disclosure  of 
the  destination  intended  for  a  particular 
branch  of  military  force.  In  peace,  how- 
ever, nothing  of  this  kind  could  be  appre- 
hended, and  the  great  utility  of  thus  di- 
viding the  consideration  must,  he  thought, 
be  very  evident.  They  had  been  obliged 
at  once  to  debate  the  whole  amount  of 
force  to  be  kept  up  in  Great  Britain^ 
Ireland,  and  the  colonies,  and  the  probabi- 
lity was,  that  one  vote  would  be  proposed 
for  all  tlie  items  included  under  No.  1  of 
the  estimates.  Hie  House,  however^ 
ought  to  look  at  them  separately.  The 
whole  charge  of  the  household  troops  in 
1806  was  only  332,248/.  In  1809  it  was 
nearly  the  same ;  and  it  was  impossible  that 
this  calculation  could  be  advantageously 
taken  with  that  of  the  forces  serving  in 
the  colonies.  He  was  desirous  of  bringing 
this  matter  forward,  not  with  a  view  of 
creating  prejudice  on  any  one  question, 
but  for  the  sake  of  mutual  convenience. 
He  should  therefore  move,  **  That  it  bo 
an  instruction  to  the  committee,  that  they 
do  make  separate  provision  to  defray  the 
charge  of  his  majesty's  forces  serving 
abroad  and  at  home  under  the  beads  of 
I.  Household  troops.  2.  Cavalrv  serving 
in  Great  Britain,  Guernsey,  and  Jersey. 
3.  Infantry,  ditto»  4.  Cavalry  serving  m 
Ireland.  5.  Infantry,  ditto.  6.  Troops 
serving  in  the  colonics  and  plantations. 
7.  Recruiting  service.  8.  Contingencies 
in  Great  Britain,  9.  Contingencies  in 
Ireland." 

Lord  Palmerston  was  extremely  willing 
to  give  every  information  he  possibly  could 
to  the  members  of  the  House.  Without 
following  the  minute  classification  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  of  which  he  saw  no  utility^ 
he  considered  the  object  he  had  proposed 
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Might  be  better  attained  by  the  follawiog  I 
arrangement:  1.  A  general  esiimatiB  of 
tiie  forces  employed  in  Britain  andlreland, 
■which  necessarily  included  the  household 
troops,  cavalry,  infantry,  waggon  train  and 
contingencies:  2.  A  general  estimate  of 
Che  troops  on  foreign  service,  excepting 
thoseinJFrancc  and  India:  and  3.  A  general 
estimate  of  the  corps  to  be  reduced,  which 
obviously  were  included  under  the  head 
of  contingencies.  He  was  of  opinion  this 
would  ultimately  be  found  the  better  mode  of 
proceeding,  as  it  brought  the  whole  subject 
•t  oue  view  under  the  notice  of  the  House 
without  dividing  their  attention  to  every 
mdnutiap  which  was  in  fact  a  mere  pro- 
longation of  debate  without  any  good  to 
the  public. 

Mr.  JVynn  was  far  from  wishing  to  tie 
up  the  hands  of  his  majesty's  government, 
but  he  thought  it  better  for  the  public 
service,  Uiat  each  sum  should  be  voted 
separately,  as  gentlemen  might  naturally 
be  supposed  to  have  different  opinions 
respecting  the  particular  bodies  of  troops 
to  be  discharged.  He  was  extremely 
anxious  that  the  House  should  discuss 
each  particular  sum  by  itself,  without 
blending  it  with  others,  because  then  it 
might  more  easily  be  ascertained  what 
particular  number  of  troops  in  each  des- 
cription were  to  be  kept  up. 

Lord  Castlereagk  thougnt  the  principle 
laid  down  by  his  noble  friend  would 
answer- the  object  .which  tlie  last  speaker 
wished  to  attain.  But  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  the  question  being  taken  up  sepa- 
rately, as  the  hon.  gentlemdn  had  sug- 
gested, because  this  would  evidently  break 
down  the  votes  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  confine  their  attention  to  local  inqui- 
ries, instead  of  objects  of  more  importance. 
He  thought  the  more  generally  the  vote 
was  proposed,  the  better  it  would  evidently 
be  for  both  parties. 

Mr.  Calcraft  said,  that  his  hon.  friend's 
picaning  was,  that  he  wished  to  move  a 
reduction  of  the  household  troops;  whereas 
at  present  all  the  troops  were  voted  in  a 
muss.  If,  however,  he  wished  to  reduce 
the  cavalry  one  half,  it  was  only  deducting 
that  sum  from  the  whole  amount.  The 
same  course  might  be  adopted  with  respect . 
to  the  regiments  of  the  line ;  but  if  he 
proposed  to  take  every  charge  separately, 
the  estimates  must  be  entirely  new  mo- 
delled, for  which  there  appeared  no  neces- 
shy. 

Mr.  Tiemeif  observed,  that  the  object 
«>f  |h^  hpo,  frjuBod  m^ifip  to  propose  a  r^uc- 
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tion  of  money;  and'  if  he  took  any  parti- 
cular sum,  for  instance  lOOfiOOl.  from  the 
gross  amount,  it  would  not  appear  for 
what  purpose  it  had  been  deducted.  That 
was  the  material  point  which  they  had  in 
view. 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  that  if  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  withdraw  his  motion^  he 
would  present  his  estimate,  and  then  move 
that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  supply.  ' 

Mr.  Hynn  wbhed  to  move  a  reductioyi 
of  the  cnarge  for  the  household  troops. 
The  only  way  in  which.he  could  then  do 
it  was^  bv  proposing  that  a  sum  less  by 
100,000/.  should  be  taken  from  the  whole 
amount.  He  did  not  understand,  how* 
ever,  how  they  could  make  separate  de- 
ductions, without  having  separate  votes. 

Lord  Paimenton  said,  that  if  the  hon. 
gentleman  thought  the  charge  for  the 
household  troops  too  large,  he  could  move 
a  smaller  sum.  The  question  would  then 
be  put  for  that  sum. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  was  n^t  sure  that  he 
understood  the  noble  lord.  Did  he  pro- 
pose one  vote  for  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  colonic ;  or  did  he  mean  to  propose 
separate  votes  ? 

Lord  pQlmerston  replied,  that  he  in- 
tended a  separate  vote  for  Great  Britaia 
and  Ireland. 

Mr.  Ponsonhf/  said,  that  if  there  were 
no  objection,  he  would  prefer  taking  the 
vote  for  England  distinct  from  that  of 
Ireland,  not  because  he  objected  to  tlie 
amount  of  the  grant  for  the  establishment 
in  the  latter  country,  but  to  its  duration. 
Instead  of  its  being  for  twelve  months 
he  would  prefer  it  at  six  months,  in  order 
that  the  House  should,  before  its  adjourn- 
ment, examine  into  the  state  of  Ireland-r- 
which  state  no  man  who  heard  the  state- 
ment of  the  rieht  hon.  secretary  for  Ire- 
land a  few  nights  ago,  coufd  contenaplate 
without  feeling  it  his  duty  to  the  House 
and  the  country,  to  call  for  a  speedy  in- 
quiry into  so  paramount  a  subject.  This 
investigation  was  on  all  sides  called  for, 
and  the  only  way  to  ensure  it  was,  to  bring 
the  duration  of  the  proposed  Irish  esta- 
blishment within  six  months. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  a  right  hon.  baronet 
had  given  notice. of  a  motion  for  the  28th 
insunt  which  would  involve  much  of  the 
consideration  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man was  anxious  to  have  introduced.  The 
House  was  at  liberty  to  inquire  into,  or 
negative  such  a  proposition,  whether  the 
25|000  men  werei  or  were  not  yoted  for 
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Ireland.  The  subjects  were,  in  his  opinion, 
distinct. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  Bsid,  that  he  rarely  ob- 
served a  motion  efi'ective  which  originated 
on  his  side  of  the  House.  Now,  on  the 
state  of  Ireland,  both  sides  concurred  in 
the  necessity  of  inquiry.  The  motion  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  might  do  something, 
perhaps ;  but  he  would  rather  prefer  the 
present  vote  to  be  limittd  to  six  months. 
If  that  were  granted,  an  inquiry  might 
arise ;  if  not,  he  feared  it  was  hopeless. 

Mr.  Abtrcrombic  %ix\f!ij  that  nothing  con- 
nected mih  tlie  consideration  of  the  esti- 
mates, important  as  it  was,  was  half  so 
interesting  as  the  recent  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  secretary  relative  to  Ireland — 
a  statement  believed  by  many  to  be  an 
exaggerated  one — he  alluded  to  the  unfor- 
tunate avowal,  from  authority,  that  a  force 
of  ^5,(XX)  men  was  necessary  in  Ireland. 
He  should  very  much  wish  this  part  of  the 
estimates  to  be  kept  distinct,  because  gen- 
tlemen could  then  precisely  understand 
upon  what  principles  they  gave  their  votes. 
It  was  rather  hard  to  assume,  that  Ireland 
required  such  a  force  for  the  maintenance 
of  her  tranquillity,  and  equally  unwise  to 
postpone  the  discussion  upon  the  merits 
of  this  subject.  From  the  feeling  of  both 
sides  of  the  House,  there  was  at  present 
every  appearance  of  a  concurrence  in  the 
motion  for  this  inquiry,  and  they  had  better 
take  advantage  ot  the  moment  when  they 
were  likely  to  agree,  than  defer  the  consi- 
deration until  tliey  might  probably  differ. 

Lord  Milton  asked,  whether  the  noble 
lord  hitended  to  move  a  particular  sum 
for  the  household  troops,  or  to  include 
them  in  the  whole  amount  ? 

Lord  Palmenton  said,  he  meant  to  vote 
the  whole  at  once ;  it  would  be  compe- 
tent for  members  to  move  any  deduction. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  when  any 
gentleman  wished  to  move  an  amendment, 
it  would  be  done  practically  by  naming 
that  the  deduction  was  for  such  a  particu- 
lar species  of  force.  It  might  be  right  to 
return  to  the  usual  manner  of  voting,  but 
in  this  instance  it  would  lead  too  much 
into  detail;  for  it  would  be  necessary, 
afler  stating  each  particular  branch  of  ser- 
vice, to  have  a  sub-division  of  almost  every 
description  of  troops. 

Mr.  Tierney  asked,  if  he  were  to  pro- 
pose that  a  sum  of  money  should  be  de- 
ducted from  the  charge  for  the  household 
troops,  and  then  another  sum  for  dragoons, 
in  what  way  would  those  deductions  be 
piade  distinctly  to  appear  ? 


Lord  Castiereagh  said,  his  conception 
was,  that  the  grant  would  then  be  re- 
duced to  that  sum. 

Mr.  JVynn  said,  that  was  his  idea;  but 
this  did  not  answer  the  object  which  ho 
had  in  view. 

The  motion  was  then  read  again  from 
the  chair,  and  strangers  were  ordered  ta 
withdraw.  No  division  however  took 
place,  Mr.  Wynn's  motion  being  agreed 
to.  The  House  then  resolved  itself  inta 
the  committee.  On  the  first  resolution, 
that  a  sum  not  exceeding  385,279/.  9«.  6dm 
be  voted  for  the  household  troops  for  S6S 
days,  being  moved,  ' 

Mr.  CaTcrqft  said,  that  having  heard  XiQ 
satisfactory  reason  for  the  great  amount  of 
the  household  troops,  he  thought  it  not  an 
unreasonable  proposition  that  they  should 
be  reduced  to  the  establishment  of  1791. 
These  were  merely  parade  troops,  and 
the  number  then  retained  was  auite  suf- 
ficient for  such  a  purpose.  It  had  been 
urged,  that  the  household  troops  were  a 
valuable  and  experienced  corps  :  but  that 
was  no  reason  for  their  increase,  it  not 
being  particularly  necessary  to  employ 
experienced  troops  in  the  mere  duty  of 
the  metropolis.  He  should,  therefore^ 
propose  to  reduce  the  household  cavalry 
from  1744  to  one-half  of  that  number,  and 
they  would  then  be  100  more  in  number 
than  they  were  in  1791.  As  to  the  foot- 
guards,  their  duty  also  was  merely  parade 
duty.  We  sent  them  to  Chatham  because 
they  had  no  employment  in  London; 
and  when  they  came  to  Chatham  they  had 
as  little  to  do  there ;  in  time  of  peace 
they  took  no  colony  duty.  In  1791  they 
were  considered  strong  enough  at  3,765 ; 
they  were  now  8,1(X)  in  number;  he 
should,  therefore,  propose  4,050,  which 
would  leave  them  somewhat  stronger  than 
they  were  in  1791.  At  present  one  regi- 
ment was  almost  as  strong  as'  three  then. 
He  would  not  trouble  the  Housct  by  en- 
forcing his  proposition,  but  would  con- 
tend, that  no  adequate  ground  could  be 
stated  for  this  very  large  increase.  He 
would  therefore  propose,  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  instead  of  the  sum  385,276/. 
9«.  6d.  there  be  substituted  that  of 
192,638/.  45.  9d.  for  the  purposes  in  ques- 
tion. 

Lord  Castlereagh  apprehended  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  stated  the  ques^ 
tion  rightly,  or  consistent  with  the  opinion 
entertained  by  the  House ;  for  he  had  at- 
tempted to  do  two  things  at  once.  The 
House  had  already  come  to  a  vote  for  a 
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certain  amount  of  force  to  be  kept  up.  It 
was  the  wish  of  the  House  to  keep  up  this 
number;  but  the  hon.  member  now  at- 
tempted to  counteract  the  rote  of  the 
other  night,  by  withdravring  5,000  men. 
If  he  were  disposed  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  upon  his  amendment,  he  ousht 
to  move  the  difference  between  the  number 
and  the  amount  of  charge,  and  it  would  be 
competent  to  any  member  to  refuse  to 
vote  the  sum  required ;  but  it  was  incon- 
aistent  to  vote  for  the  reduction  of  house- 
hold troops  and  the  guards,  when  the 
▼ote  as  to  number  having  passed  the 
House,  that  number  must  b^  made  up  by 
raising  new  ordinary  troops  of  the  line. 
He  wished  to  submit  to  the  House  the 
merits  of  the  case.  It  had  not  been  usual 
to  denominate  the  guards  household  troops 
-»-they  were  composed  only  of  the  heavy 
cavalry,  and  not  of  the  guards.  He  de- 
nied that  they  were  kept  for  the  purposes 
•of  parade;    for  a  great  portion  of  the 

fiiards  were  certainly  kept  at  present  in 
ranee,  performing  the  ordinary  duties, 
conformably  to  the  arrangements  in  that 
country.  It  was  fully  explained,  the 
other  night,  that  the  guards  were  not 
meant  to  be  brought  home.  The  hon. 
member  was  therefore  perfectly  wrong  in 
his  notion  that  they  were  to  be  brouffht 
home  for  the  purposes  of  parade.  He 
would  say,  tnat  the  household  troops 
proved  themselves  the  most  useful  cavalry 
m  the  service,  and  it  would  be  of  the 
greatest  advantage,  instead  of  disbanding 
any  part  of  them,  to  have  always  the  power 
of  sending,  in  case  of  any  new  war,  six  or 
eight  squadrons  of  them  abroad.  The 
hon.  member  had  fallen  into  an  extraor- 
dinary error  to  suppose  that  the  household 
troops  were  kept  only  for  the  purpose  of 
parade  and  attending  on  the  royal  family. 
As  to  his  proposition  for  reducing  them, 
he  apprehended  the  experiment  would 
produce  the  very  reverse  of  economy,  and 
he  would  tell  him  why.  There  was  not 
a  single  objection  that  could  be  made  in 
the  House  to  those  troops.  If  the  hon. 
gentleman's  object  was  to  put  down  that 
aescription  of  force,  in  order  to  substi- 
tute regiments  of  the  line,  the  House 
would  have  to  consider  what  direct  mili- 
tary loss  would  be  sustained  by  so  doing. 
When  there  were  deducted  from  the  army 
all  the  men  whose  time  of  service  was 
about  to  expire,  and  those  who  were 
obliged  to  retire  from  infirmities,  it  would 
be  seen  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  army 
would  be  far  from  complete;  nor  was  it 
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so  at  the  present  moment  to  the  amount 
required.  If  gentlemen  were  to  think 
what  expense  would  be  caused  by  sending 
adrift  four  or  five  thousand  men,  each  of 
whom  had  probably  cost  the  country  about 
100/.,  they  would  see  that  the  result  would 
be  very  different  from  economy.  But  what 
also  would  be  the  effect  of  turning  away 
men  who  had  so  admirably  fought  our 
battles?  Where  should  we  find  their 
equals  i  We  must  go  again  into  the  mar« 
ket  to  look  for  as  many  peasants  to  supply 
their  place,  only  for  the  purpose  of  savmg 
an  assumed  difference  between  the  ex- 
pense of  the  guards  and  as  many  men  of 
the  line*  The  guards  were  as  fine  men  as 
any  in  the  world.  To  disband  any  of 
them  would  only  entail  an  additional  exi* 
pense  on  the  country,  for  the  pensions  of 
such  as  were  entitled  to  them,  and  the 
expenses  of  recruiting,  and  we  should 
break  down  the  best  props  in  the  service, 
and  have  to  replace  them  with  green  soU 
diers,  and  new  troops  of  the  line.  To  say 
that  the  home  service  required  no  more 
duty  than  was  necessary  in  1791,  was  an 
assumption  without  proof,  and  such  as  no 
man  could  maintain  who  looked  at  the 
different  situation  in  which  the  country 
now  stood.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
said,  that  the  guards  were  sent  to  Chat- 
ham to  do  nothing.  So  far  from  this 
being  the  case,  the  duty  of  the  fortifica- 
tions and  dockyard  of  Chatham  always 
required  1000  men.  All  the  saving  that 
would  take  place  by  the  reduction  pro- 
posed in  the  household  cavalry,  would  be 
the  trifling  sum  of  13,000/.;  and  besides 
giving  pensions  to  the  men,  we  should  be 
obliged  to  sell  half  the  fine  horses  of  the 
establishment  at  a  vast  loss,  while  we 
should  be  obliged  to  raise  cavalry  of  a  dif- 
ferent description,  to  make  up  the  num- 
ber, under  every  disadvantage  of  expense, 
and  inexperience  in  the  men* 

Mr.  Calcrqft  said,  he  must  confess,  that 
of  all  the  speeches  he  had  heard  from 
the  noble  lord,  he  had  never  listened  to 
one  in  which  he  was  so  completely  driven 
out  of  the  field  of  argument  He  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  on  what  point  the  sense 
of  the  House  had  already  been  taken ;  it 
was  only  as  to  the  reduction  of  ten  thou- 
sand men.  But  the  noble  lord's  speech 
would  go  against  all  reduction  whatever. 
"  What,"  said  the  noble  lord,  "  will  you 
part  with  those  brave  troops,  after  they 
have  so  gallantly  distinguished  themselves 
in  action  i"  To  be  sure  we  would.  This 
was  the  natural  consequence  of  their 
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brarery,  aod  the  reasoD  whj  w#  should 
part  with  them.  Those  actions  had  led 
to  peace,  and  peace  required  that  we 
should  reduce  our  establishment  and  ex« 
penses*  Why  ought  we  to  have  more 
guards  now  than  in  1791  ?  The  noble  lord 
had  only  said  that  we  ought,  but  had  given 
no  reason  for  it«  The  statement  respect* 
ing  the  number  of  guards  that  were  to  re- 
main in  France  had  been  corrected  since 
the  debates  on  the  estimates  had  begun. 
This  was  the  scrape  into  which  ministers 
had  got,  by  first  asserting  that  those  2000 
troops  were  coming  home;  and  it  was 
also  known  from  other  authority,  that 
these  troops  actually  were  at  first  coming 
home ;  the  fact  was  assuredly  so  under- 
stood on  this  side  of  the  water.  Now,  if 
they  had  been  brought  home,  it  was  clear 
that  we  should  have  had  2000  more  than 
we  wanted,  and  consequently  they  would 
have  had  nothing  to  do.  He  must  be  an 
idiot  who  would  require  what  was  imprac- 
ticable ;  but  what  the  gentlemen  on  his 
aide  wished  to  do,  was,  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  something  for  the  people,  in  the 
way  of  reduction  of  expense.  He  must 
repeat,  that  the  noble  lord's  argument 
went  against  all  reduction  whatever.  If 
we  were  to  set  up  the  fineness  of  the  men 
and  the  beauty  of  the  horses  as  the  plea 
for  keeping  up  the  establishment,  no  re- 
duction would  ever  be  attended  to. 

Lord  Palmersion  thought  it  was  a  mis- 
representation to  say,  that  the  noble  lord 
was  against  all  reduction ;  the  House  had 
decided  what  number  of  men  should  be 
employed,  and  if  the  House  remained  in 
that  opinion,  and  was  not  disposed  to 
diminish  the  total  amount,  then  the  ques- 
tion would  be  as  to  the  difierence  of  the 
expense  between  household  troops  and 
troops  of  the  line.      The  saving,  then, 

fained  by  reducing  half  the  amount  of  the 
ousehold  cavalry,  and  converting  them 
into  heavy  dragoons,  would  be  13,000^.; 
but  even  this  saving  would  be  coun- 
terbalanced by  the  expenses  of  bounty 
and  the  purchase  of  horses.  And  what, 
then  would  be  this  economy  for  which  we 
parted  with  the  best  force  we  had  i  The 
same  argument  applied  to  the  exchanging 
foot-guards  for  troops  of  the  line.  As  to 
the  iteration  in  the  destination  of  the 
2000  guards,  stated  to  be  coming  homci 
the  error  was  entirely  his  own,  arising 
firom  the  hurry  of  business.  He  had  mis- 
understood the  arrangements,  in  the  first 
instance,  but  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  no  iilteration  had  be^  made  intlieiQi 
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mi  that  it  was  never  intended  that  thev 
should  be  brought  home.  The  foot  guards 
were  available  for  service  to  all  parts  of 
the  empire.  Already  they  had  been  to 
Ireland,  and  it  was  intended  to  hold  them 
ready  for  any  service  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion. They  were  the  finest  body  of  men 
we  had ;  and  the  House  could  not  desire 
to  exchange  experienced,  disciplined 
troops  for  raw  levies,  paying  lor  the 
change,  and  receiving  a  useless  instead  of 
a  perfect  force.  He  had  heard  an  anec- 
dote, that  when  the  guards  marched  out 
in  the  rebellion  of  1745,  they  were  met  by 
parties  of  citizens,  who  exlaimed,  ^  There 
go  our  brave  guards !  There  go  the  pillars 
of  the  state  V*  Aye,  replied  one  of  them, 
but  when  we  have  licked  the  enemy,  the 
cry  will  be,  **  there  go  the  caterpillars  of 
the  state !"  He  must  finally  observe,  that 
by  the  reduction  proposed,  we  should  lose 
more  than  we  could  possibly  gain. 

Mr.  Meihuen  thought  the  arguments  of 
the  noble  lords  opposite  indicated  that  the 
expense  ought  not  to  be  saved,  because  it 
was  trivial.  He  thought  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh)  in  proving  too  much,  had 
proved  noUiing.  He  wished  to  know  in 
what  country  the  noble  lord  thought  th% 
danger  likely  to  arise,  which  would  require 
the  eight  squadrons  to  be  sent  abroad? 
When  he  saw  the  monstrous  establishment 
that  it  was  determined  to  keep  at  home» 
in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  aelivering  it  as  his  opinioa 
that  it  was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  the  two  noble  lords 
had  made  the  most  extraordinary  mistake 
he  had  ever  heard  in  that  House;  except 
that  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
when  he  made  a  mistake  of  a  million  and 
a  half.  When  the  noble  lord  said,  that 
the  whole  saving  would  be  13,000/.  he 
should  have  said  35,000/.  He  would  refer 
to  the  two  last  charges  of  dr&goon  regi« 
ments,  those  of  general  Tarleton  and 
Georee  Anson,  the  first  of  1,151  men, 
the  o3ier  712,  total  1,863— total  charse 
77,618/.:  total  charge  of  the  household 
troops,  containing  1744  men,  bemg  150 
less  than  the  former,  113,554/.  The 
dragoons  were  150  more  in  number,  and 
d5,000/i  less  in  expense ;  and  this  miscal- 
culation had  been  repeated  with  the  utmost 
confidence. 

Lord  Castlereagh  explained  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  made  nis  odculation,  and 
said  that  Uie  inaccuracy  was  but  in  the 
di&reDce  between  27,00021  and  37,000^ 

Mr«  FremoiUk  thought  be  could  pomt 
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out  aaother  inaccuracy  of  the  noble  lord^ 
In  arguing  on  the  amount  of  the  guard8« 
he  stated  that  1000  guards  on  the  Tines  of 
Chatham  would  not  cost  more  than  1000 
other  men.  He  would  point  out  to  the 
committee  the  dilTerence  of  expense  be- 
tween the  guards  and  other  regiments. 
Of  the  guards  it  would  be  seen  that  '2*J51 
men  cost  75y86S/.»  while  the  two  regiments, 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of 
Kent,  consisting  of  2033  men,  cost  only 
59,496/.,  making  an  excess  of  16,367/. 
This  was  the  difi'erence  between  one  corps 
and  another.  He  would  not  enter  upon  the 
argument  which  the  noble  lord  had  taken. 
His  object  was  only  to  see  how,  by  a  re- 
duction of  men,  we  could  diminish  the 
general  expense  of  the  estimates. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  he  never  had 
assumed  that  1000  of  the  guards  were 
nearly  equal  in  point  of  expense  to  as 
many  troops  of  the  line.  He  had  assumed 
diat  the  guards  were  more  expensive  than 
those  of  the  line,  in  the  proportion  of  a 
fourth.  But  he  had  contended,  that  by 
dispersing  the  guards,  and  raising  troops 
of  the  line  in  their  stead,  the  country 
would  lose  in  one  way  more  than  they 
gained  in  the  other. 

Mr.  Brougfiam  said,  that  though  he 
bad  on  a  former  occasion  stated  his  opi- 
nion upon  the  estimates  generally,  yet  he 
was  then  anxious  to  give  it  on  them  in 
detail,  as  a  defiance  had  been  thrown  out 
to  gentlemen  on  his  side  to  go  into  such 
examination.  He  accepted  the  gauntlet 
which  had  been  thrown  down,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  the  more  minutely  the  House 
examined  the  several  items,  the  more  ob- 
jectionable they  would  find  them.  He 
objected,  in  the  iirst  instance,  to  the  great 
number  of  guards,  which  were  intended  to 
be  kept  up,  and  even  to  the  new-fangled 
French  name  of  household  troops,  which 
had  been  given  them.  Had  the  noble  lord 
made  out  a  case  to  the  House,  to  provo 
the  necessity  of  raising  the  number  of 
those  guards  to  more  than  double  what  it 
was  in  1791  ?  If  such  a  case  had  been 
proved  to  the  House,  he  should  not  have 
opposed  the  motion.  But  the  fact  was, 
that  with  all  the  anxiety  evinced  by  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  and  his  friends 
to  go  into  the  examination  of  the  esti- 
mates, item  by  item,  they  had  failed  in 
producing  any  one  proof  of  the  necessity 
of  the  increase  which  had  been  made. 
The  House  had  advanced  to.  the  present 
stage  of  the  debate,  and  no  one  allegation 
had  been  made  to  show  tliis  necessity.    It 
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had  indeed  been  said,  that  2400  of  them 
were  to  be  kept  up  in  France,  but  allow- 
ing this,  there  were  still  7600  to  be  ac* 
counted  for.    What  proof  had  the  noble 
lord  given  that  the  increase  of  even  3(300 
men  in  the  establishment  since  Mr.  Pitt's 
time  was  necessary  ?   He  wished  to  be  in* 
formed,  what  had  happened   since  that 
period  to  render  the  number  of  guards 
nearly  double  what  it  was  then  ?  England 
was  at  present  more  peaceable  than  in 
1792.     At  the  latter  period,  though  the 
people  were  not  in  rebellion,    yet    the 
country  was  every  day  assailed  with  re-* 
ports  of  plots  and  dangerous  associations. 
Addresses  and  votes  of  the  House  agreed 
in  stating,  that  some  puhhc  danger  did 
exist,  and  yet  with  all  these  threatening- 
appearances,  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  propose  a  greater  force  in  the 
guards  than  4000  men.    What  he  would 
ask,  did  the  noble  lord  see  in  the  state  of 
the  metropolis  at  the    present  day,  to 
make  a  force  nearly  double  that  number 
necessary  ?     The  people  of  London  were 
never  at  any  former  period  more  obedient 
to  the  laws  or  more  peaceable  than  they 
were  at  the  present  moment.     His  hon^ 
and  learned  friend,  the  attorney-general, 
whom  he  then  saw  in  his  place,   could 
attest  this,  for  he  believed  that  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  had  not,  for  the  last 
two  years,  resorted  to  an  ex'tfficio  infor- 
mation.    There  was  now  no  jacobinism, 
even  the  very  word  had  scarcely   been 
mentioned  in  the  House  for  the  last  five 
or  six  years.     Whence  then,   was  this 
danger     to     come    from,    which     could 
render    the    proposed    force  necessary  i 
But    he    much    feared   that   it  was   not 
merely  to  keep  tlie  peace  of  the  metro- 
polis, that  this  force  of  guards  was  kept 
Up.     There  was  more  of  empty  show  and 
parade  in  it  than  real  necessity.     It  was 
a  mockery  to  talk  of  internal  danger  in  the 
present  state  of  the  country.     The  noble 
lord  driven  out  of  the  argument  of  ne- 
cessity, had  had  recourse  to  another,  and 
said  that  those  troops   had   distinguished 
themselves  in  the  lute   campaigns.      He 
would  ask,  which  of  our  truopi>  hud  nut 
done  so  I     The  same  argument  might,  if 
it  were  of  any  force,  be  urged  against  the 
disbanding  of  a  single   soldier;   for  they 
had  all  distinguished  themselves  most  glo- 
riously ;  and  though  some  of  tijem  had 
not  the  same  opportunities    of   making 
themselves  conspicuous   as  others,  >vaa 
from  their  situations  in  particular  actions. 
had   borne   the    i^reat  pressure  uf  the 
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enemy,  yef  it  did  not  foWow  that  they 
were  less  brave,  or  had  less  claim  to  be 
kept  up.  It  irould  be  unjust  and  dange- 
rous to  say  to  any  of  those  troops  •<  You 
must  be  disbanded,  because  you  have  not 
distinguished  yourself  as  much  as  oth^'rs.*' 
Such  language  he  held  to  be  dangerous 
and  unconstitutional.  It  would,  m  the 
mind  of  the  soldier,  associate  the  idea  of 
his  being  disbanded  with  that  of  his  being 
disgraced.  He  could  never  assent  to  such 
doctrine  as  that  which  the  arguments  of 
the  noble  lord  seemed  to  imply.  He  could 
not  consent  to  keep  any  number  of  troops 
on  foot,  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they 
had  distinguished  themselves  when  their 
•services  were  necessary.  He  could  not 
agree  with  the  noble  lord  in  letting  it  be 
thought  for  an  instant,  that  soldiers  dis- 
graced themselves  by  becoming  citizens. 
He  would  speak  the  language  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  would  say  to  the  soldier, 
*•  You  have  faithfully  performed  that  duty 
for  which  you  were  called  forth ;  return 
now,  and  be  again  a  citizen"  [Hear!]. 
This  was  the  language  of  the  constUution, 
and  if  the  time  was  passed  when  such  lan- 
guage would  be  held  in  that  House,  he 
still  hoped  that  out  of  it,  no  one  would 
dare  to  say  that  a  soldier  was  degraded  by 
becoming  a  citizen  [Hear,  hear!].  It 
bad  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side — "  Is  this  a  fair  return  for  the 
services  of  those  troops,  that  when  3'ou  no 
longer  want  their  exertions,  you  shall  turn 
them  adrift,  and  suffer  them  to  l)econie 
scavengers  ?"  He  wished  no  such  thing. 
He  did  not  wish  to  sec  them  unrewarded 
for  their  services,  but  lie  could  not  for  a 
moment  think  that  they  would  be  de- 
graded by  returning  to  that  state  of  society 
from  which  they  should  not  have  been  cal- 
led in  the  first  instance,  but  b}*  necessity. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  then  con- 
tended, that,  in  an  economical  point  of 
view,  troops  of  the  line  should  be  substitu- 
ted for  a  great  portion  of  those  guards  ; 
for  that  comparing  the  expense  of  2000 

Sftrds  with  that  ot  2000  of  the  line,  the  ba- 
Lce  would  be  upwards  of  10,000/.  against 
the  former,  and  though  the  saving  would 
be  but  small,  yet  in  the  present  state  of 
the  country  ,no  possible  reduction  of  expense 
should  be  thought  too  small  to  be  attended 
to.  He  also  contended,  that  the  commit- 
tee had  a  right  to  correct  the  vote  of  a 
former  evening,  if  they  conceived  they 
had  then  voted  too  much ;  and  though 
they  could  not  do  so  directly  by  reducing 
the  number  of  men  then  agreed  to^  they 
(VOL.  XXXIII.) 
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might  do  it  iy  not  voting  a  sum  sufficient 
for  their  support.  The  committee  were 
no  more  precluded  from  a  correction  of 
their  former  vote  in  such  a  way  than  the 
House  would  be  from  rejecting  a  bill  in 
its  third  reading,  all  the  particulars  of  which 
they  had  sanctioned  in  its  preceding 
stages.  The  lion,  and  learned  gentleman 
concluded,  amidst  loud  cries  of  hear,  by 
repeating  his  former  argument,  that  there 
existed  at  present  no  greater  necessity 
for  the  proposed  number  of  guards  than 
there  did  in  17l)'2,  and  tliat  the  only  end 
which  their  existence  to  so  large  an  amount 
could  answer,  was  the  gratification  of  a 
childish  and  contemptible  passion  for  mi- 
litary parade — childi>h  it  mig*it  be  called, 
though  not  altogether  contemptible,  when 
its  dangerous  tendency  was  considered. 

Mr.  fVeilesfej/  Pole  said,  he  hardly 
thought  it  necessary  to  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defending  tlie  estimates,  as  ho 
trusted  what  had  been  said  by  his  noble 
friend  on  the  subject  had  already  satisfied 
the  House  of  their  propriety.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  instead  of  confin- 
ing himself  to  the  question  immediately 
before  the  committee,  had  gone  generally 
into  the  estimates,  in  order  to  repeat  the 
statements  which  he  had  thought  it  his 
duty  to  make  on  the  first  night.  He  had 
accordingly  again  told  them,  that  these 
estimates  were  such  that  they  went  against 
the  best  principles  of  the  constitution, 
which  they  would  be  likely  to  destroy,  if 
those  who  produced  them  should  succeed 
in  gaining  for  them  the  sanction  of  that 
House,  and  he  had  again  said  in  substance, 
though  he  (Mr.  W.  Pole)  did  not  know 
that  he  had  in  words  that  night,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  ministers  to  establish 
a  military  government.  Much  notice  had 
been  taken  of  what  had  been  formerly  said 
with  respect  to  the  course  the  gentlemen 
opposite  seemed  disposed  to  pursue  while 
considering  this  question.  He  remem- 
bered it  had  been  remarked,  that  it  was 
not  extraordinary  they  should  feel  inclined 
to  indulge  in  general  declamatory  state- 
ments without  going  into  particulars. 
This  he  still  thought  was  naturally  enough 
the  hue  of  conduct  which  they  would  pre- 
fer on  this  occasion,  as  in  looking  into  the  ' 
items  of  these  estimates,  it  was  impossible 
to  find  any  thing  there  by  which  these 
general  statements  could  be  borne  out:  it  ' 
was  impossible  to  find  any  thhig  that  went 
against  the  principles  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, or  that  tended  to  show  that  it  • 
was  in  the  comtemplation  of  ministers  to  ' 
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•stabliih  a  military  govenunent.  He  con- 
gratulated the  committee  on  the  manner 
u  which  the  debate  bad  been  conducted, 
and  on  the  result  which  it  bad  already 
produced.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  a 
frtai  deal  had  been  gained  by  the  mode 
in  which  these  estimates  had  been  discus- 
sed«  In  the  first  place,  the  principle  of 
the  arrangements  suggested  by  ministers 
had  been  adopted  by  that  House.  The 
question  had  tneen  decided  in  a  very  full 
committee,  where  it  had  been  carried  by 
a  large  majority.  It  had  U^us  been  decla- 
red, that  the  full  amount  of  the  force  pro- 
posed to  be  maintained  by  ministers  was 
necessary,  and  as  small  as  with  prudence 
it  could  possibly,  be  made.  The  House 
had  agreed  to  the  resolution,  and  the  pa- 
tient and  liberal  investigation  which  the 
subject  had  received  afforded  him  the 
highest  satisfaction.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  opposite  and  his  friends  had 
not  received  tliat  support  from  hon.  mem- 
bers that  they  had  been  led  to  expect. 
After  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
himself  had  made  his  broad  statements 
against  the  government,  his  opinions  had 
remained  unsupported  in  the  committee. 
Gentlemen  as  fond  of  the  constitution  as 
he  could  be,  had  not  seen  the  danger 
which  he  thought  he  had  discovered ;  and 
it  was  satisfactory  to  him  to  knon^,  that 
those  gentlemen  on  whose  support  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  might  nave  cal- 
culated, had  not  imputed  to  ministers  a 
design  to  infringe  upon  the  constitution, 
or  to  govern  by  military  force.  Though 
they  differed  from  government  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  establishments,  it  was  gra- 
tifying to  him  to  find  that  none  of  them 
had  supposed  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
ministers  to  do  other  than  that  which  they 
had  conceived  to  be  necessary  for  the 
safety  and  prosperity  of  the  united  empire. 
The  question  to  which  they  were  now 
come,  was  only  a  question  of  degree ;  the 
principle  for  which  ministers  had  con- 
tended having  been  generally  admitted. 
It  was  remarkable  that  gentlemen  on  dif- 
ferent sides  of  the  House,  not  professing 
to  agree  exactly  with  the  views  of  himself 
and  his  colleagues,  when  they  came  to  go 
into  the  details,  bad  never  been  able  to 
agree  exactly  with  each  other.  They  had 
concurred  in  acquitting  ministers  of  any 
design  upon  the  constitution ;  had  believed 
the  system  recommended  by  them  to  be 
that  which  they  thought  best  ror  the  coun- 
try ;  and  some  hon.  members  had  admit- 
tflOt-  that  on  further  informatiooi   they 
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might  be  brought  to  think  it  that,  which, 
in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, might  be  acted  upon  better  than  any 
other.  This  liberality  and  confidence  on 
their  part,  made  it  more  than  ever  the^ 
duty  of  the  government  to  look  nar- 
rowly at  the  expenditure  of  the  coun- 
try, and  from  that  time  forward  to  labour 
unceasingly  to  make  every  possible  re- 
duction consistent  with  the  public  ser- 
vice. He  believed  he  might  assume  that 
ministers  had  successfully  proved  the  pre- 
sent establbhment  was  not  the  permanent 
peace  establishment;  and  that  parts  of 
the  present  plan  had  nothing  to  do  with 
any  peace  establishment  at  all.  In  ano- 
ther year  it  would  be  for  the  government 
to  ascertain  what  would  be  the  amount  of 
expenditure  to  which  our  peace  estabh'sh- 
ment  might  be  limitted.  It  would  then  be 
for  them  toendeavourto  lower  the  estimates 
as  fat  as  they  should  be  practicable,  with- 
out hazarding  the  public  security.  This 
they  would  particularly  owe  to  those  boa. 
gentlemen  who  had  treated  them  with 
such  liberality  on  the  present  occasion. 
He  had  proved  that  with  the  exception  of 
the  hon.  member  who  had  so  bololy  ven- 
tured on  his  charges  in  the  first  instance, 
none,  firom  what  appeared  on  these  esti- 
mates, were  disposeo  to  impute  to  them  a 
wish  to  overturn  the  constitution.  This 
was  one  subject  of  gratification,  and  ano- 
ther was  the  manner  in  which  this  ques- 
tion had  been  brought  before  the  House^ 
and  had  gone  forth  to  the  country.  From 
these  circumstances  the  people  had  been 
enabled  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the 
pacification  which  had  been  effected.  They 
saw  in  the  peace  concluded,  how  much 
the  true  interests  of  Eneland  had  been  con- 
sulted. Nothing  but  this  debate  could  ao 
well  have  proved  to  them  that  their  interests 
had  been  properly  taken  care  of.  It  was 
now  understood  that  stations  of  import- 
ance to  England  had  been  secured  m  al- 
most every  part  of  the  habitable  alobe-— 
that  there  was  scarcely  a  point  that  the 
soldier  or  the  merchant  could  desire,  that 
was  not  in  the  possession  of  Great  Britain. 
They  saw  that  if  the  new  colonies  caused 
some  expense  by  the  demand  for  an  addi- 
tional force  which  they  created,  that  these 
acquisitions  were  such  as  to  give  the  coun- 
try benefits  in  various  parts  of  the  world 
19B  his  noble  friend  had  said),  which 
brmer  statesmen  wished  Great  Britain  to 
possess,  though  they  dared  not  hope  to 
see  such  projects  realised*  This  debate 
had  done  goodi  as  it  had  led  the  public 
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calmly  to  coniicler  whether  the  force  which 
it  waa  proposed  to  keep  up  fur  the  security 
of  the  mother  country,  and  the  defence  o£ 
the  colonies,  was  or  was  not  too  lar^ 
They  had  also  had  time  well  to  consider, 
whether,  what  had  been  proposed  was  at 
variance  with  the  true  principles  of  the  coo- 
atitution,  and  whether  it  at  all  portended 
the  establishment  of  a  military  government. 
Before  the  people  were  led  to  believe  this, 
be  trusted  they  would  look  to  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past,  and  compare  it  with  their 
knowledge  of  the  present,  and  to  the  cha- 
racter of  those  who  had  formed  the  esti- 
mates, and  to  that  of  those  who  opposed 
them.  Doing  this,  they  would  be  enabled 
to  jadgt  who  would  be  roost  likely  to  com- 
promise the  interests  and  violate  the  con- 
atitution  of  the  country.  They  would, 
perhaps,  recollect  that  those  who  now  op- 
posed the  plans  of  ministers,  were  those 
who  formerly  declared  while  we  were 
engaged  in  the  Peninsular  war,  that  there 
was  no  hope  for  Spain ; — that  they  had 
even  designated  ihe  day  by  which  all  the 
Briti^  would  be  driven  from  that  part  of 
tlie  continent,  or  become  the  prisoners  of 
France;  they  would  recollect  that  these 
were  the  persons  who  had  incessantly 
called  upon  us  to  make  peace  with  Buo- 
ii^iart^,  while  he  was  in  the  aenith  of  bis 
power;  that  even  when  that  tyrant  re- 
turned from  Elba  to  France,  in  the  last 
vear,  this  advice  was  still  reiterated.  They 
nad  wished  us  then  to  submit  to  a  pacific 
cation  with  him,  rather,  than  standmg  on 
the  enei^  and  valour  of  the  country,  and 
those  of  Its  allies,  to  make  head  once  more 
against  his  aggressions.  Above  all  it 
would  be  remembered,  that  when,  on  the 
occasion  to  which  he  had  last  referred, 
Ministers,  grateful  for  the  liberal  supplies 
confided  to  their  care,  had  expressed  a 
hope  that  these  would  suffice  to  oring  the 
vpar  to  a  successful  termmation;  these 
persons  had  not  failed  to  assert  that  the 
country  ought  not  to  be  satisfied  with  such 
8  stalementy  and  had  endeavoured  to  damp 
their  spirits  by  dedarine  that  it  was  likely 
similar  sacrifices  would  oe  called  for,  year 
after  year,  and  that  it  waa  possible  the  new 
war  would  last  as  long  as  the  former  had 
done.  He  trusted  these  prognostications, 
would  be  borne  in  mind-^that  these  fore- 
bodinga  would  be  remembered,  and  that 
die  country  at  large  would  do  justice  be- 
tween those  with  whom  they  had  origi- 
nated and  the  present  ministers. 

Mr.  Wynn  oonoeived  thatnodiing  could 
beruMH^ftfeign  to  the  question  of  a  peace 


establishment  than  any  reference  to  such 
topics  as  those  to  which  the  right  hen. 
gentleman  had  adverted.  It  was  a  certam 
proof  of  a  weak  cause,  and  that  he  had  no 
better  ground  to  stand  upon.  The  hon. 
member  then  entered  into  some  state* 
ments  to  show  the  additional  expense  that 
would  attend  the  increase  of  the  guurds. 
He  maintained,  that  even  the  small  saving 
whicli  might  now  be  made  was  an  objectt 
and  that  if  thev  could  not  effect  more, 
they  were  bound  in  duty  to  their  constitu- 
ents toaccomplbh  this  at  least. 

General  Loftui  complained,  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  opposite,  did 
not  sufficiently  adcnowledge  the  services 
of  the  guards.  He  did  not  recollect  their 
services  in  America  in  1776,  in  Egypt, 
and  on  the  continent.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  enter- 
tained  the  idea  of  the  guards  serving  only 
as  a  parade  or  show  in  the  metropolis. 
He  would  ask  any  reasonable  man,  was  il 
fair  dealing  with  those  men,  who  bad  been 
so  honourably  serving  their  country,  aa 
soon  as  they  had  done  fighting,  to  turn 
them  adrift  upon  the  world  without  any 
support  ?  Even  on  the  home  duty  at  this 
moment,  the  men  were  in  bed  but  one 
night  out  of  three.  It  was  one  of  the 
most  efficient  and  gallant  corps  in  the  ser« 
vice,  and  had  been  sent  every  where  that 
active  service  was  to  be  performed. 

Mr.  Brougham  explained  that  he  never 
undervalued  the  services  of  these  troops, 
but  had  always  spoken  in  the  highest 
terms  of  those  services:  what  he  main- 
tained waa,  that  they  were  now  useless, 
and  ought  to  return  to  their  old  em- 
ployments. The  navy  had  been  paid  off; 
and  why  should  not  the  army  be  put  into 
the  same  condition  ?  He  would  remind  the 
hon.  general  of  a  fact.  Lord  Nelson's 
ship,  the  Victory,  in  which  that  great 
commander  had  fought  some  of  his  most 
distinguished  battles,  and  in  which  he  had 
fallen,  was  now  laid  up  in  ordinary,  and 
the  crew  turned  adrift. 

Lord  Castlereagh  also  wished  to  explain 
a  misconception  which  had  arisen  as  to 
the  name  given  to  the  guards.  An  excep- 
tion had  been  made  to  the  term  of  house- 
hold troops ;  they  had  certainly  been  so 
termed  in  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  but  they  bad 
since  that  period  materially  changed  in  their 
diaracter,  and  had  been  brought  more  inte 
the  field  of  war.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gendeman  had  endeavoured  to  impress 
upon  the  House,  with  the  utmost  of  his 
ingenuiqr,  that  the  govonunent  bad  some 
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motive  of  patronage  in  bringing  forward 
the  guards.  Now  he  would  state  to  the 
House  the  increase  of  the  numbers  since 
the  year  1792.  Hie  nuiBber  of  battalions 
of  guards  remained  precisely  as  they  were 
in  1792.  The  increase  of  the  companies 
was  not  much  in  favour  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  argument.  In  1792 
there  were  64  companies,  and  now  there 
were  72  companies,  making  an  increase  of 
eight  companies.  This  was  the  mode  in 
which  the  debate  was  to  be  discussed :  it 
was  assumed  that  patronage  was  the  sole 
view  of  government,  when,  in  fact,  only 
the  good  of  the  country  was  at  heart. 

Mr,  Tiernetf  said,  that  the  House  had 
now  gone  through  seven  nights  debate  on 
tliese  estimates,  and  could  judge  how 
much  ministers  were  to  be  relied  upon, 
and  what  was  the  true  meaning  of  all 
their  flaming  professions.  There  might 
be  those  who  believed  the  statement  of 
government  as  to  the  quantity  of  force 
necessary  for  our  foreign  possessions.  He 
confessed  that  he  had  not  been  convinced 
in  the  smallest  degree;  but  25,000  men 
had  been  voted  for  England,  which  were 
said  to  be  8,000  more  than  were  kept  up 
in  1792,  and  the  noble  lord  had  asserted, 
that  8,000  men  were  no  more  than  the 
exigencies  of  the  country  required ;  but 
he  begged  the, House  would  bear  in  mind, 
that  in  the  present  discussion  we  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  reliefs,  a  point 
which  had  been  so  strongly  urged,  but 
merely  to  consider  the  amount  of  the 
household  troops  to  be  kept  up  for  the 
purpof^e  of  the  splendour  of  the  court,  and 
the  duty  in  the  metropolis.  Did  any  one 
pretend  to  say  that  that  duty  had  in- 
creased since  \li)2  ?  At  any  rate  it  could 
not  be  said  that  the  people  were  now 
more  disposed  to  riot  or  rebellion  than  at 
that  period.  He  really  believed  that  if 
double  the  number  could  be  made  to  go 
down  the  throats  of  the  public,  plenty  of 
employment  would  be  found  Ibr  them,  for 
nothing  more  was  requisite  than  to  double 
the  force  usually  placed  at  the  Opera- 
liouse,  the  Theatres,  or  at  the  routs.  But 
at  this  crisis  it  was  ridiculous  to  think  of 
such  schemes;  the  day  of  retrenchment 
was  come,  and  he  defied  any  roan  to  lay 
]iis  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  say  that  any 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  habits  of 
the  people  which  could  render  the  reign  of 
the  Prince  Kegent  different  from  that  of 
George  3rd  [Hear,  hear  !]|.  London,  in  a 
military  point  of  view,  was  no  greater  now 
than  it  was  ia  1792;    for  the  Tower  had 
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had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  all  the 
operations  of  the  ordnance,  and  was  not 
militarily  greater  than  in  1792.  He  hoped 
gentlemen  would  feel  this  as  they  should 
feel  it.  Let  them  bear  in  mind  that  what 
they  were  voting  was  intelligible  to  every 
man  in  EngUnd.  The  noble  lord  had  at- 
tempted something  like  argument  on  the 
present  occasion,  and  the  amount  of  thief 
argument  was  the  services  of  the  guardsJ 
Why,  no  man  ever  doubted  their  services. 
From  the  first  hour  of  their  constitution^ 
down  to  the  present  day,  they  had  been 
the  wonder  of  Europe ;  nor  had  they  ever 
been  employed  where  they  did  not  distin* 
guish  themselves.  But  fronvwhat  number* 
did  these  guards  spring  ?  From  3,000' 
only.  They  might  be  reduced  again  to  that 
number,  and,  if  it  should  afterwards  be 
found  necessary,  they  might  be  increased 
with  the  same  elasticity.  The  horse  guards 
had  also  distinguished  themselves  on  all 
occasions.  The  noble  lord  had  said.  Will 
you  turn  all  these  men  adrift? — **  I  cannot, 
said  Mr.  Tiemey,"  turn  them  adrifl,  because 
they  would  be  retiring  on  pensions;  'but 
this  is  what  I  cannot  comprehend — the 
noble  lord  tells  me  they  are  cheaper, 
serving  than  retiring."  The  noble  lord 
had  drawn  another  argument  from  the 
beauty  of  the  horses :  he  dared  to  say  they 
were  fine  horses — very  fine  horses.  But 
very  fine  horses  generally  fetched  a  very 
fine  price  in  the  market.  The  noble  lord, 
however,  did  not  know  what  they  could  do 
with  so  many  horses  in  the  market  at 
once;  the  market  would  be  glutted  by 
them.  But  if  this  sort  of  argument  were 
to  be  allowed  to  prevail,  be  did  not  see 
where  it  could  stop.  Supposing  it  for 
instance  applied  to  another  part  of  the 
army  which  had  united  the  acclamations 
of  all  parties,  he  meant  the  Scotch  regi- 
ments. The  noble  lord  would  say  to  them, 
what  would  then  become  of  the  philib^s 
and  bagpipes  ?  The  market  would  be 
quite  overstocked  with  them— there  would 
be  no  purchasers — there  would  not  be  a 
sufficient  number  of  admirers  of  these 
commodities  to  take  off  the  whole  stock 
[a  laugh].  While  all  this  jealousy  was 
entertained  at  the  smallest  reduction  of 
any  part  of  the  army,  not  one  single  voice 
had  been  raised  in  defence  of  the  navy. 
But  when  they  touched  the  foot  guards, 
all  was  alarm.  If  they  once  touched  any 
part  of  the  favourite  horse  guards,  which 
lined  both  sides  of  the  streets  through 
which  the  Prince  Regent  had  to  pass,  the 
whole  country  was  exposed  to  destruc«^ 
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tion— all  would  be  Bvrall owed  up  by  France. 
In  1792  there  was  much  greater  cause 
for  alarm  than  at  the  present  moment. 
He  would  only  state  to  the  House,  that  if 
in  this  vote  he  should  be  defeated  he  de- 
spaired of  doing  any  good  in  the  way  of 
economy.  The  noble  lord  seemed  to  have 
a  curious  notion  of  numbers :  he  called 
150,000  men  a  small  army,  and  he  called 
f)8  a  great  majority.  Now,  he  thought 
this,  on  the  other  hand,  a  very  small  ma- 
jority ;  and  above  all,  they  ought  to  take 
into  account  that  it  was  a  decreasing 
majority  at  every  step.  This  was  rather  a 
poor  compliment  to  the  eloquence  of  the 
noble  lord.  On  the  first  division  the 
majority  was  120 — by  one  speech  alone  of 
the  noble  lord,  he  lost  20  votes ;  and  alto- 
gether the  noble  lord  had  been  going  on 
losing  votes,  at  the  rate  of  eight  and  a 
fractional  part  for  every  hour  spoken  by 
him  fa  laugh].  If  he  were  disappointed 
in  this,  he  had  but  little  hopes  of  good 
from  any  opposition,  however  successful, 
to  the  property  tax.  He  could  not  but 
wonder  to  see  gentlemen,  who  had  made 
most  flaming  speeches  in  the  city  against 
the  property  tax,  now  voting  with  minis- 
ters for  the  establishments.  He  owned  he 
attached  ten  times  more  importance  to 
the  present  question  than  to  the  property 
tax.  The  one  was  a  question  of  mere 
money  ;  but  this  was  a  question  of  vital 
importance  to  the  country— •whether  it 
was  to  change  its  whole  form  and  consti- 
tutional system.  When  he  said  this,  he 
did  not  mean  to  impute  to  ministers  a  de- 
liberate system  of  overturning  the  consti- 
tution—he acquitted  them  of  entertaining 
a  deliberate  system  on  any  subject  But 
though  they  might  not  deliberately  plan 
the  overthrow  of  the  constitution,  he 
would  say  that  the  measures  they  were 
pursuing  put  the  constitution  in  great 
danger.  A  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  C. 
Grant,  jun.),  on  a  former  evening,  had 
enlarged  on  the  quality  possessed  by  our 
constitution  of  making  an  adequate  resist- 
ance in  every  great  pressure.  He  should 
doubt,  however,  wtiether  the  London 
part  of  the  constitution  was  fit  of  itself  to 
bear  the  pressure  of  9  or  10,000  troops. 
But,  at  all  events,  he  aaw  no  reason  tor 
making  the  trial.  If  they  were  to  have 
a  peace  without  any  of  the  bleatiDgi  of 
peace— -if  they  were  to  be  cursed  with  a 
large  standing  army— 4f  this  was  the  result 
of  all  the  saarifices  which  we  had  made, 
he  would  de^  any  man  to  show  whence 
we  were  to.  draw  our  reaources  for  war. 


The  mere  saving  of  the  5,000  men  which, 
in  the  first  instance  would  be  effected,  was 
not  all ;  they  would  find  other  savings  to 
depend  on  it — they  would  not  need,  for 
instance,  the  same  number  of  officers  on 
the  staff.  He  laughed  at  all  the  estimates 
of  the  men  absolutely  necesMry  for  this  or 
that  duty,  because  he  knew  the  quarter 
from  which  they  came,  the  head  staff  at 
the  horse  guards.  He  had  the  highest 
respect  for  the  duke  of  York,  but  no  man 
would  convince  him  that  at  the  meetines  at 
the  horse  guards  any  great  zeal  would  be 
manifested  for  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  our  troops.  If  there  were  no  enemy 
to  be  apprehended,  why  keep  up  111,000 
men  for  the  defence  of  the  British  empire  ? 
They  might  say,  that  such  and  such  a 
number  were  necessary  to  defend  this  or 
that  place  in  case  of  attack ;  but  when  we 
had  no  enemy  to  apprehend,  why  were  we 
to  presume  an  attack  on  every  one  of  our 
possessions  ?  The  House,  however,  ought 
to  bear  always  in  mind,  that  the  men  now 
proposed  to  be  reduced,  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  force  necessary  for  our  foreign 
possessions — their  service  did  not  extend 
beyond  a  limited  circle  round  London. 
When  he  first  heard  of  the  necessity  for 
such  a  number  of  men  to  be  stationed 
along  the  coast  of  Devon,  he  had  asked  a 
military  man  if  it  was  requisite  to  have  all 
these  men  to  keep  the  French  from  landing 
at  Dover  ?— No,  he  answered,  it  was  not ; 
but  if  the  French  should  come  somewhere 
else,  such  a  force  would  prevent  them 
from  getting  back  again  that  way.  He 
repeated,  there  was  no  occasion  for  one 
man  more  now  than  we  had  in  1792. 
Again  and  again  he  wished  them  to  bear 
in  mind  the  effect  which  would  be  pro- 
duced outof  doors— >that  every  man  under- 
stood the  question — that  it  required  no 
military  skill— that  these  troops  were 
merely  so  many  assistants  to  the  policOi 
and,  what  was  more,  to  give  a  new  degree 
of  splendour.  It  was  a  question  between 
the  country  and  the  court,  and  nothing 
else.  Let  gentlemen  support  the  court  if 
they  would,  but  let  him  tell  them  they 
were  supporting  the  court.  If  they  would 
not  practise  economy  here,  he  wished 
to  asK  when  they  intended  to  practise  it  ? 
If  they  would  not  now  reduce  the  esta- 
blishments, when  and  where  would  they 
reduce  them  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
not  trouble  the  House  with  any  new  ar- 
gument or  statement,  hut  would  only 
reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  that  had 
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fallen  from  gentlenien  on  the  other  <iile. 
TlHJr  great  error  wal,  that  they  lUfipoMd 
the  eiiabUthinent  proposed  for  thi>  year 
to  be  an  eKabliihineaL  that  waa  ta  be 
permanent.  A  great  ftUacy  into  which 
tfae  rubt  hon.  geatlaman  who  (poke  Uat 
had  wlen,  was,  that  he  iaugined  the 
increaae  of  tlie  houiebold  troops  waa  io- 
tended  for  the  mere  purpoae  of  parade. 
A  little  cootideration  and  knowledge  of 
&Gta  would  hue  set  biu  ligbl  in  that 
pwticular.  The  Dumber  of  tbeie  troopi 
in  the  country  in  1802  waa  greater  tbaa 
at  uflient ;  amounting  in  tba  fonner 
period  to  5200,  and  bcin^  now  only  SOCXK 
rntere  were  two  ^uestuna-  before  the 
Houae — what  waa  the  ainalleit  ouraber  of 
troops  wibb  which  the  lafety  a»d  honour 
of  ttie  country  might  be  aecuredj  and 
what  waa  the  aioaUeat  expense  at  which 
they  aught  be  maintained  f  It  did  not 
amar  to  him  that  any  troeos  could  be 
dMuded  from  the  proposed  eatimatea. 
The  houaehnld  troofM  were  oM  intended 
merdy  for  London,  but  for  the  whole 
empire,  if  their  serricea  were  required. 
Gentlemoa  on  the  other  aide  had  (Micnled 
the  idee  of  the  exiateuoe  of  a  apirtl  of 
JttGobioiin^  and  he  wiabed  ir  waa  aa  eonn- 
plately  annihilsted  aa  ihey  repreeealed  it 
te  be:  but  whatever  opinion  mi^t  be 
entertained  upon  this  subject,  wa  wore 
justified  in  keeMog  up  sudi  a  force  U 
would  defend  tlie  empire  wainst  it,  or 
any  other  danger.  It  should  elw^i  be 
recollected,  thai  the  astabliabment  waa 
oaly  iutennediate. 

The  coasminee  divided  en  Mr.  Cal- 
crsft*a  amendnient : 

For  the  amendment. 188 

Agaioal  it. „  ....„ 210 

MBJorily  against  it._ —82 

Liil  of  the  JtKnority' 


Abarcronibit,  hon.  J. 
Acliwd,  air  Thos. 
Asburst,W, 
AsieU,W. 
Atherley,  A, 
Babington,  Tho. 
Bankee,  H. 
Baring,  Alex. 
Beach,  M.  H. 
BeanM,  hon.  IL  G. 
Baker,  John 
Birch,  Joswh 
Brougham,  H. 
BoUand,  John 
Browne,  Dam. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
BurrelL  sirChariea 
BuTTclI,  Walter 


BynftG. 
Call  v>  Thos. 
Calvert,  C. 
Campbell,  hon.  S. 
CtTondish,  knd  G. 
Cavendish,  bon.  H. 
Cavendisb,  hon.  C. 
CaulfieM,  tmn.  H. 
Chaloner,  Hobt. 
Co(ea,Jobn 
Cocks,  bon.  J.  S. 
Coke,  Thos. 
Dickenson,  W. 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  S. 
DuDcannon,  vise. 
Pundas,  hon.  L 
ElmngtDn.  lord 
Uliot,  rt.  hon.  W. 
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Ellison,  Cuthbert  Neville,  hon.  K. 

Fane,  John  Newman,  R.  W. 

Fazakerley,  J.  N.  Newport,  sir  J, 

Fellowes,  boa.  N.  Norlli,  Dudley 

Ferguson,  sir  R.  C.  Nugent,  lord 

Tinkj,  Kiriunan  Osbaldeston,  G. 

Ftegerald,  lord  W.  Osborne,  lord  F. 

Klaroy,  krd  J.  Ossulaton,  loid 

Folkaslone,  lord  Palmer,  C. 

Frank,  Frank  Felham,  hon.  C. 

Frcmantle,  W.  Pelbam,  hoc.  G. 

Gordon.  HobL  Pellew,  hon.  P.  B, 

GrenfeO,  Pascoe  Piggat^  sir  A. 

Hamilton  sir  II.  D.  Philips,  George 

Hammerstey,  Hugh  Ponsonby,  rt-Tion.  G. 

Heatheote,  sir  O.  Powlett-hon.  W.  V. 

Homby,  B.  Priltie,  hon.  F.  A. 

Hman^  bon.  W.  Protberoe,  Ed. 

HoMaworlb.  A.  H.  Pym,  F. 

Hughes  W.  L.  Baauden.  J.  C. 

Hural^  UobL  Hanchfie,  lord 

Jervoise,  J.  J.  Bidley,  sir  M.  W, 

Keck,  G.  A.  L  Rowley,  sir  W. 

Knox,  Thos.  Russell,  lord  W. 

lubbock,  J.  W.  Russell,  R.  G. 

Limbton,  John  Sebright,  nr  J. 

Lefcvie,  C-  S.  Shaio,  R. 

Lester,  P.  L.  Smith,  John 

LowinjT.  F.  Smyth,  J.  H. 

Lk)*d,J.  H.  Stanley,  viae 

Lodchan^  John  S.  Tavistock,  marquii 

I^tElboiL  hon.  W.  Thompson,  Thos. 

MacdoDald,  James  Tiemey,  rt.  hon.  G. 

Methuen,  P.  C.  Waldegrave,  hon.  C. 

Mackmlosh,  sir  J.  Walpole  hon.  G. 

HaHlandj  hon.  A.  Wane,  Jol^  A. 

Markham,  adroii^  Wharton,  John 

Uartin,  John  Wilkin^  Walter 

Milton,  lord  Williams,  sir  R. 

Uatthew,  hon.  U.  Wright,  J.  A. 

Moack,  sir  C.  Wynn,  C.  W, 

Manyal,  Jos.  Wynn,  air  W.  W. 
Moore,  Peter  TEttER. 

Norland,  J.  B.  John  Calcrafl. 
Morpeth,  lord 

The  original  motioD  was  then  agreed  toi 
While  Btrangen  were  excluded,  the 
second  resolution,  that  530,520J.  be  voted 
for  paying  12,567  dragoon  guards  and 
dragooM,  was  propoaed,  when  Mr.  Wynn 
moved  an  aaaendment,  that  the  diBerence 
between  thia  and  the  last  estimate,  or 
naariy  SOOO  men,  be  deducted.  A  divi- 
sion took  place,  when  there  appeared. 

For  the  Amendment 122 

Against  it  „„,  201 

Minority —79 

The  third  eeadulion,  having  for  ita 
objeet  Ilia  inftatry  of  the  line,  was  thea 
pr^xwedt  and  upon  a  division  taking 
pbuttr  ibare  were  found. 

For  the  original  rcMlatiOD...».  ISS 

Agaioatit. « 62 

HayoritjTb —6* 
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The  reM^utlon  was  then  earned,  and 
the  cliairman  was  ordered  to  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday y  March  12. 

Ma.  Butt's  Petition.]  The  Marqub 
of  Lanidowne  presented  a  petition  from 
Mr.  Butt,  convicted  with  others  of  a  con* 

Siracy  against  the  stock  exchange,  com- 
sinioff  of  ill  usage  on  the  part  of  the 
marshid  of  the  King's-bench,  particularly 
in  beine  arrested  for  the  fine  of  1000/.  by 
order  o?  the  marshal,  and  confined  in  tbie 
King*8-bench  prison,  after  he  had  been 
suffered  to  go  at  large,  at  the  end  of  his 
term  of  imprisonment,  with  the  under- 
standing, that  his  fine  had  been  remitted* 
The  nd)le  marqub  stated,  that  be  knew 
nothing  of  the  individual,  and  merely  pre- 
sented the  petition  in  conformity  with  the 
principle  he  had  adopted  of  presenting 
any  petition,  that  was  couched  in  respect- 
ful language.— The  petition  having  been 
read. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  doubted  whether 
it  was  a  petition  the  House  ought  to  re- 
ceive, it  appearing,  that  the  petitioner  had 
his  remedy  at  law,  and  not  in  that  House. 
He  proposed,  however,  in  order  that  it 
might  not  be  hastily  rejected,  that  the 
debate  on  the  question  for  receiving  it, 
riiould  be  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  whi(^ 
was  agreed  to. 

PXTITIONS    AGAINST   THS    PROPERTY 

Tax.]  The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  presented 
a  petition  from  the  gentry,  dcrgy,  free- 
holders, and  inhabitants  of  Somersetshire 
against  the  property  tax,  the  war  malt 
tax,  and  large  mUitary  establishments. 
His  lordship  stated  that  the  petition  was 
agreed  upon  at  a  meeting  as  respectable 
as  any  ever  held  in  the  county.  He  could 
not  state  how  many  thousand  names  were 
s^ned  to  it,  but  the  number  might  be 
jiMged  of  from  the  length  of  the  petition, 
which  was  25  yards,  with  two  columns  of 
ijgnatures. 

Lord  Holiand  presented  a  petitioa  from 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  War- 
wickshire against  the  property  tax  and 
large  military  establishments,  which,  his 
loraship  stated,  would  have  been  much 
more  numerously  signed  had  it  not  been 
Ibr  a  prevailing  opinion  that  the  petition 
would  be  too  liOe. — Ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
table. 

Earl  Grey  presented  a  petition  against 


the  property  tax  aRd  large  military  estR- 
blishflsents  from  the  landowners,  occopien, 
drc.  of  Clenwell  wud,  in  North«raberiand, 
and  observed,  that  in  that  quarter  of  the 
country  agricultoral  improvement  had 
been  carried  to  a  greater  extent  than 
almost  any  where  else,  and  the  agrical- 
turists  there  had  the  best  means  of  judging 
in  what  way  the  pressure  of  taxation  most 
Rfiect  the  agricultural  interests^  depressed 
as  they  now  were.— The  petition  w«a 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Statb  of  thr  Nation.]  The  order 
of  the  day  havinff  been  read,  for  resuming 
the  adioumed  &bate,  on  the  motioo  m 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  fimr  a  committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Nation, 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  said,  on  a  siibjeol 
ofthepreat  importance  which  nowpresseA 
on  their  lordships'  consideration,  he  should 
feel  himself  trespassing  upon  their  time.  If 
he  adverted  only  for  a  moment  to  circim- 
stances  personal  to  himself.  Still,  bow* 
ever,  he  could  not  help  apologising  to 
their  lordships  for  the  trouble  he  had  given 
them,  and  expressing  his  high  sense  of 
the  attention  and  kindness  thown  faim, 
when,  on  the  late  occasion,  he  had  felt 
himself  unable,  through  indisposition,  to 
proceed.  He  was  sensible  that  he  could 
only  now  speak  upon  the  subject  through 
the  courte^  of  the  House ;  but  he  trasM 
their  lordships  would  allow  him  briefly  to 
go  over  the  principal  points  to  which  he 
was  anxious  to  aul  their  lordships*  parti* 
cular  attention.  They  were,  1st,  tbeim* 
mense  peace  military  establishment,  which 
it  appeared  to  be  the  intention  of  his  ma- 
jesty^B  ministers  to  maintain,  if  they  coold 
procure  the  concurrence  of  parliameiit  s 
2ttd.  The  heavy  borthens  which  must  be 
imposed  upon  Uie  nation  in  order  to  carry 
this  project  into  efect :  Srd.  The  intenial 
distresses  of  the  country,  fdiich  ren* 
dered  it  so  little  able  to  b^r  «p  against 
t^iose  burthens:  and,  4ith,  The  slate  of 
Ireland. 

With  reference,  then,  to  the  irst  point, 
he  would  call  upon  their  lordships  to  com- 
pare the  immense  military  establishment 
now  proposed  to  be  kept  up  with  the  peace 
military  establishments  of  former  times, 
and  then  he  would  request  them  to  draw 
their  own  conclusion,  whether  there  was 
any  thing  in  the  circumstances  and  aspect, 
of  public  aflbirs  at  present,  which  rendered 
it  necessary  to  maintain  a  military  esCa« 
blishment  so  far  exceeding  all  former  ex- 
ample.    He  called  upon  them  to  look  at 
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the  estimates  Dovr  on  their  table,  and  see 
whether  it  might  not  be  possible  to  reduce 
them — whether  it  woald  not  he  highly 
beneficial  to  reduce  them.'    That  it  would 
beneficial  for  the  country  to  be  relieved 
irom  that  pressure  which  so  large  a  mili- 
tary establishment  must  occasion,  if  that 
were  possible,  there  could  be  no  doubt ; 
and  certainly  it  would  be  still  more  con- 
stitutionally important  to  reduce  that  esta- 
blishment than  it  would  be  beneficial  in 
other  respects.    That  it  was  possible  to 
reduce  the  military  establishment  consi- 
derably, he  thought  would  appear  evident 
to  any  one  who  looked  at  the  present  state 
of  Europe.    If,  however,  that  state  was 
not  such  as  to  enable  this  country,  with- 
out danger,  to  bring  its  military  establish- 
ment to  a  scale  far  below  that  which  was 
now  in  contemplation,  ministers  had  very 
ill  done  their  duty,  and  ought  to  be  called 
to  a  severe  account    Afler  the  exertions 
which  the  country  had  made,  and  after  the 
opportunity  which   those  exertions  had 
arorded  them,  and  the  means  which  they 
had  at  their  disposal,  if  they  had  not  pro- 
cured for  the  country  such  a  peace  *as 
would  render  it  not  only  safe,  but  bene- 
ficial,  to  reduce  the  military  expenditure 
much  more  than  appeared  to  be  now  in* 
tended  by  them,  however  well  they  might 
have  used  the  means  put  in  their  ha'nds 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  last  war,  they 
had  most  unwisely  used  them  with  re-* 
ference  to  the  peace.    An  eminent  French 
writer  had  observed,  that  in  the  reign  of 
Louis  14th,  the  love  of  a  great  military 
establishment  operated  like  a  disease  both 
on  the  sovereign  and  on  the  people.     The 
same  disease  seized  the  French  under  the 
dominion  of  Buonaparte,  and  with  such 
force  as  to  threaten,  and  almost  actually 
to  overturn,  the  liberties  and  indepence  of 
Europe.    In  former  times  this  disease  had 
not  reached  this  country.     Why,  then, 
should  it  now  be  brought  upon  us  ?   Was 
there  any  thing  in  the  circumstances  of 
these  tiroes  to  afford  any  colour  of  excuse 
for  it  ?    Why  should  it  now  at  last  reach 
us,  to  crush  the  nation  with  the  perpetual 
burthens  of  long  and  expensive  war,  and 
to  prey  upon  the  vitals  of  the  constitution  ? 
Why  should  we  now  adopt  the  policy  of 
the  great  continental  powers,  and  endea- 
vour to  imitate  them  m  keeping  up  a  vast 
military  force?  The  force  for  Great  Bri- 
tain alone,  their  lordships  would  observe, 
was  25,000  men,  besides  that  large  and 
disciplined  army  of  30,000  men  maintained 
in  the  French  territory,  which  might  be 
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very  soon  brought  to  act  even  here  upon 
any  serious  emergency.     This,  too,  was 
exclusive  of  the  militia,  which,  if  there 
should  be  occasion,  might  be  almost  im- 
mediately called  into  action.     He  would 
ask,  whether  so  great  a  force  could  be  ne- 
cessary for  Great  Britain  alone  under  these 
circumstances  ? — whether  so  great  a  force 
could  be  necessary  for  the  colonies  as  was 
now  proposed  ? — whether  so  lar^e  a  gar<- 
rison  was   now  necessary  for  Gibraltar, 
when  we  had  so  great  an  establishment 
at  Malta,  ready  for  all  the  purposes  for 
which  they  could  be  required  in  the  Me^* 
diterranean  ?    It  had  been  said  that  our 
conquests  had  been  so  extensive  as  to  de* 
mand  a  much  larger  military  establish- 
ment than  at  any  former  period.     But  it 
might  very  well  be  doubted  whether  those 
acquisitions  could  be  considered  as  of  any 
value,  if  such  were  to  be  the  consequences; 
Then  their  lordships  would  observe,  that 
there  were  25,000  men  for  Ireland.     He 
had  always  been  of  lepinion  that  Ireland 
was  treated  too  much  like  a  conquered 
country,  and  that  there  bad  been  too  great; 
a  tendency  to  keep  down  that  valuable 
part  of  the  empire  by  force  of  arms,  rather 
iban  to  endeavour  to  secure  the  attach- 
ment of  the  people  by  conciliation.    This 
had  unfortunately  been  a  strong  feature 
in  the  policy  of  this  country  with  respect? 
to  Ireland,  and  had.  no  doubt,  contributed* 
to  bring  it  into  its  present  unhappy  state.- 
But  it  was  their  lordships'  duty  to  con*^ 
sider,  whether  some  other  remedy  than 
such  a  large  military  force  might  not  be 
found  for  an  evil  of  such  magnitude;  and 
this  was  an  additional  reason  for  their  go- 
ing into  a  committee  to  consider  the  state' 
of  the  nation.     He  had  hoped  that  some- 
thing would  have  been  said  in  the  speech 
from  the  throne  with  respect  to  the  state 
of  Ireland ;  and  was  not  a  little  astonished, 
in  reading  it,  to  find  that  so  important  a- 
topic  had  been  wholly  passed  over.    It  was 
necessary,  however,  that  some  conciliatory 
measures  should  be  adopted.   One  of  these 
would  be  the  admission  of  the  Catholic 
body  to  the  privileges  of  the  constitution ;. 
though  there  were  many  other  causes  of 
the  disturbed  state  of  that  country.     We 
were  told   that  the  intemperate  warmth^ 
which  appeared  in  the  declnmations  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  rendered  them  unfit 
for  the  enjoyment  of  these  privileges.    But 
was  it  wonderful  that,  smarting  under  un- 
just exclusion,  they  should  express  their 
sense  of  that  injustice  in  violent  language  ? 
In  their  calmer  moments,,  their  lordships 
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knew,  they  could  come  to  their  bar,  and 
eubmit  their  claims  for  consideration  in 
temperate  and  respectful  terms.  But  re* 
mo?e  the  causes  of  the  evil — remove  the 
stigma  which  an  unjust  exclusion  had  left 
upon  the  people  of  Ireland-— adopt  mea« 
aures  of  conciliation,  and  then  there  would 
be  no  occasion  for  this  large  military  force. 
One  reason  for  maintaining  this  force  in 
Ireland  was,  that  it  was  necessary,  in  aid  of 
the  magistrate  and  of  the  revenue  officer,  to 
check  illicit  distillation.  But  this  employ- 
ment was  itself  an  additional  objection. 
He  did  not  like  to  see  soldiers  converted 
into  parish  constables :  they  would  be  op- 
posed by  strong  parties :  contests  would 
ensue ;  and  the  hands  of  the  soldiers  would 
be  stained  with  the  blood  of  their  country- 
men, to  the  irreparable  injury  of  the  con- 
stitutional spirit  of  the  armj  itself.  It  was 
incumbent,  then,  on  their  lordships  to 
pause  before  they  consented  to  the  Keep- 
ing up  so  large  a  military  force  in  time  of 
t>eace.  There  was  surely  no  need  for  any 
auch  measure,  with  a  view  to  the  military 
character  of  the  country.  We  might  well 
be  content  with  the  military  glory  ac- 
quired, not  only  at  Waterloo,  but  by  so 
many  victories  at  other  places.  Where, 
then,  was  the  occasion  for  this  large  mili<^ 
tary  peace  establishment  ?  What  was  our 
strong  defence  ?  Was  it  not  in  our  insular 
situation,  in  our  superior  maritime  strength, 
in  our  free  constitution,  and,  above  all,  in 
the  protection  of  Providence  ?  Mr.  Burke, 
in  his  speech  on  the  Army  Estimates,  in 
February,  1790 ;  had  adverted  to  the  love 
of  standingarmie8,and  the  despotism  which 
prevailed  in  France  under  Louis  Hth ;  and 
nad  observed,  <<  that  the  same  character 
of  despotism  insinuated  itself  into  every 
court  of  Europe.''  It  were  well  if  we  now 
were  properly  alive  to  the  consequences  of 
ao  dangerous  and  alarming  a  disease. 

Then,  as  to  the  taxes  and  burthens 
which  must  be  imposed  on  the  people  to 
support  so  great  an  establishment,  their 
lor(»hips  would  remember  what  had  been 
stated  by  a  noble  marquis  on  a  former  oc- 
casion-^that  the  amount  of  taxes  eaualled 
half  of  the  income  of  the  country,  landed 
and  commercial.  If  the  whole  landed  in- 
come were  sold,  the  produce  would  hardly 
equal  the  national  debt.  Look,  then,  at 
the  pressure  upon  the  landed  interest,  first 
by  direct  taxes,  such  as  the  land  tax,  malt 
tax,  and,  above  all,  the  property  tax,  and 
next  by  indirect  taxes,  such  as  Uiose  upon 
aalt,  soap,  and  oth^r  articles.  Look  at  the 
enormous  pressure  upon  all  articlesj  not 
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merely  of  luxury,  but  of  necessary  con- 
sumption. The  load  altogether  was  so 
great,  that  it  might  be  said  that  we  had 
come  to  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  taxation ;  and 
yet  the  ministers  were  obstinately  perse* 
vcring  in  their  intention  to  call  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  property  tax,  though  the  voice 
of  the  whole  country,  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  was  raised  against  it,  and  reprobated 
it  above  all  other  taxes,  as  partial,  odious, 
oppressive,  and  inquisitorial.  In  the  reign 
of  Henry  4-th,  a  similar  tax  was  imposed 
on  an  occasion  of  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sity. Their  lordships  would  find  the  par- 
ticulars in  Hollinshed's  Chronicles.  But 
so  afraid  were  the  very  authors  of  that  im- 
position lest  it  should  ever  be  drawn  into 
precedent,  that  they  ordered  all  the  re- 
cords of  so  abominable  an  imposition  to 
be  burnt,  and  no  writs  were  permitted  to 
be  issued  for  the  inquiries  that  might  be 
useful  in  raising  the  tax,  that  even  the 
memory  of  so  horrible  a  measure  might,  if 
possible,  be  blotted  out.  If,  then,  at  that 
remote  period,  when  the  constitution  and 
liberties  of  the  country  were  so  ill  defined 
and  secured,  they  felt  so  great  a  repug- 
nance to  an  imposition,  should  it  be  said 
that  in  these  times  the  country  would  sub- 
mit to  it  in  time  of  peace,  when  the  ne- 
cessity was  passed  ?  He  hoped  not. 

Then,  as  to  the  internal  distresses  of  the 
country,  it  was  surely  unnecessary  for  him 
to  say  much  to  their  lordships  on  that 
head.  With  these  their  lordships  must  be 
well  acquainted,  and  therefore  it  was 
unnecessary  for  him  to  enumerate  all  thai 
he  and  tliey  knew.  In  many  places  the 
lands  were  out  of  cultivation.  Upon  two 
estates  in  Norfolk,  lands  in  one  mstance 
of  5,000  acres,  in  another  of  S,000  acres, 
were  offered  to  tenants  rent  free,  if  they 
would  cultivate  them,  but  none  would  take 
them«  The  gaols  were  crowded  with 
people  unable  to  bear  up  against  the  pres- 
sure of  the  times.  The  farmers  were 
imprisoned  for  debt,  and  the  poorer  classes, 
unable  to  procure  subsistence  in  a  legal 
way,  became  poachers  and  robbers  of 
farm-yards ;  ana  the  whole  of  the  landed 
interest  was  in  a  condition  horrible  to 
think  of.  These  were  not  the  only  suf- 
ferers. Many  of  the  beneficed  clergy 
were  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  distress,  as 
the  right  reverend  prelates  must  very  well 
know.  The  farmers  were  unable  to  pay 
their  tithes,  and  many  of  the  clergy  were 
reduced  to  such  extreme  distress,  that 
they  could  not  even  effect  the  annual  in- 
surances on  their  lives^  which  fbrmedi  in 
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many  cases,  the  onl^  means  by  which  they 
could  secure  a  provision  for  their  families. 

A  few  words,  then,  as  to  the  state  oif 
Ireland;  and  on  that  point  he  must  speak 
with  all  chat  caution  and  cBffidence  which 
so  delicate  and  important  a  subject  re- 
quired. But  he  apprehended  that  Ireland 
most  for  ever  be  in  an  unsettled  state, 
until  the  catholics  were  admitted  to  the 
privileges  of  the  constitution.  He  knew 
there  were  other  causes  of  the  evil,  but  it 
was  only  the  more  necessary  to  go  into  the 
committee,  that  the  whole  might  be  inves* 
tigated*  Even  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  the  state  of  Ireland  alone,  and  the 
causes  of  the  evils  which  affected  that 
country,  and  the  most  suitable  remedies 
for  them,  their  lordships  ought  to  agree  to 
take  this  course.  But  how  overpowering 
and  irresistible  must  all  the  reasons  which 
he  had  stated  ^pp^ar  to  be  when  taken  in 
the  aggregate  ?  The  agricultural  distresses 
in  Irdand  were  as  great,  if  not  greater, 
than  in  this  country,  and  this  too  loudly 
demanded  investigation.  In  soliciting  their 
lordships'  attention  to  these  important 
topics,  he  disclaimed  all  idea  of  throwing 
embarrassments  in  the  way  of  ministers. 
He  should  be  sorry,  indeed,  if  he  could 
be  supposed  capable  of  acting  from  so 
contemptible  a  motive.  He  wished  the 
ministers  to  have  every  proper  liberty  to 
pursue  their  course,  but  he  also  wished 
that  parliament  should  discharge  with  vigi* 
lance  its  constitutional  duty  of  looking 
over  them.  These  were  Whig  principles 
and  his  anxious  wish  was  to  see  Whig 
principles  universally  prevalent  with  mi- 
nisters, parliament,  and  people.  They 
were  the  great  land  marks,  the  sure 
beacons,  by  which  they  ought  to  steer 
their  course  through  all  dangers  and  diffi* 
culties. 

He  trusted,  therefore,  that  their,  lord- 
ships would  consent  to  go  into  a  committee 
on  the  state  of  the  nation,  and  that  the 
investigation  irould  be  conducted  by  all  in 
a  manner  which  would  show  that  they 
studiously  divested  themselves  of  all  party 
feelings,  and  that  they  were  resolved  to 
give  the  subject  that  impartial  and  serious 
consideration  which  its  magnitude  de- 
manded. He  was  aware  of  the  imperfect 
way  in  which  he  had  brought  forward  this 
extensive  question;  but  he  felt  consoled 
when  he  saw  himself  surrounded  by  so  many 
noble  lords  much  more  capable  of  doing 
it  justice.  It  was  high  time  now  to  revert 
to  the  old  slid  established  principles  and 
praclica  of  the  constitution;  to  reduce 
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our  military  establishments  to  the  lowest 
possible  scale ;  to  introduce  the  most  rigid 
economy  in  all  departments  of  the  public 
service;  to  relieve  the  people  from  the 
pressure  of  almost  intolerable  burthens, 
which  threatened  to  overwhelm  all  classes 
of  the  community  in  one  common  ruin. 
His  grace  concluded  by  moving,  **  That 
the  House  do  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  nation.'* 

The  Duke  of  Sussex  said,  he  would  not 
take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  House  i« 
delivering  his  sentiments,  but  he  was 
anxious,  m  seconding  the  motion  of  the 
noble  duke,  to  state  those  principles  tha^ 
guided  his  present  conduct.  There  were 
two  points  of  view  under  which  the  subject 
before  the  House  presented  itself— « the 
state  of  the  nation  with  regard  to  our 
foreign  connexions,  and  with  regard  to 
our  internal  circumstances  and  resources* 
The^  could  not  well  be  separated  in  dis«- 
cussion,  without  leading  to  partial  views 
and  inapplicable  results.  A  reference  had 
been  made  to  the  sentiments  of  the  natioqi 
on  the  property  tax,  and  the  proposed 
establishments,  the  most  proroinentsubjects 
pf  present  interest  and  discussion ;  and  he 
thought  that  parliament  did  well  in  roar 
turely  weighing  the  recommendations  tba^ 
were  made  to  it  from  all  quarters.  If  th^ 
people  were  agitated,  if  their  minds  were 
excited  by  the  feeling  of  present  distress 
and  alarm  for  future  danger,  it  could  not 
but  conduce  to  their  tranquillity  and  re- 
signation to  be  told  that  their  legislature 
were  fully  aware  of  their  difiiculties,  and 
were  anxious  to  take  every  practicable 
mode  of  removing  them.  In  considering 
the  origin  of  these  difficulties,  there  could 
scarcely  be  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
causes  from  which  they  proceeded.  They 
might  all  be  ultimately  traced  to  the  effects 
of  the  long  protracted  and  arduous  contest 
out  of  which  we  had  lately  come.  A  war 
of  three  and  twenty  years,  and  with  such 
a  powerful  enemy,  must  necessarily  have 
been  productive  of  embarrassment  and 
pressure  in  one  part  of  its  progress,  or  at 
Its  termination.  Leaving  out  of  view, 
however,  the  remote  causes  of  our  present 
unsatisfactory  situation,  his  royal  highness 
said,  he  would  advert  to  those  more  imme* 
diately  operative.  He  could  not  but  coor 
sider  as  one  of  these  the  termination  of 
the  last  war  upon  principles  different  from 
those  on  whicn  it  was  undertaken.  With 
all  our  pride  of  victory— and  no  natipa 
bed  a  more  just  title  to  entertain  such  a 
prid^«-*wilh  ail  tbA  fame  of  our  troopsi 
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Ttctoriom  in  to  many  engagements,  we 
should  net  allow  ourselves  to  be  dazzled 
by  the  miendor  of  military  glory,  so  as  to 
lose  sigot  of  the  proper  and  legitimate 
results  of  our  unparalleled  eiiertions.  Even 
the  buttle  of  Waterioo,  glorious  and 
splendid  as  it  was,  was  to  be  valued  with 
reference  to  its  consequences.  What 
were  those  consequences?  Had  we  ob« 
tained  a  permanent  peace,  with  that  alle- 
viatioa  or  burthens  which  were  anticipated 
ttam  peace  ?  Had  we  attained  national 
security  and  commercial  prosperity? 
Were  new  channels  opened  to  our  trade  ? 
and  was  there  an  extension  of  our  manu- 
facturing and  commercial  enterprise  ?  His 
royal  highness  said,  he  did  not  mean  to 
enter  into  any  methodical  discussion  on 
these  topics,  as  he  was  not  much  in  the 
habit  of  addressing  the  House,  and  did 
not  fed  his  competence  to  canvass  subjects 
reaniring  such  extensive  information  and 
renection,  but  he  would  state  his  observa- 
tions as  they  occurred.  There  were  two 
points  at  which  our  commercial  condition 
might  be  viewed :  in  the  first  place  as  it 
stood  afler  the  peace  of  Amiens,  and  as  it 
existed  at  present.  When  the  ambition 
c£  France  led  her  to  possess  herself  of  all 
she  continent,  with  the  view  of  finally 
accomplishing  our  ruin,  and  the  increasing 
animosity  of  Buonaparte  compelled  him  to 
tfhut  all  the  states,  over  which  his  influence 
extended,  against  the  introduction  of  our 
manufactures,  the  government  of  this 
country  retaliated  by  the  orders  in  council. 
The  continent  of  EUirope  was  thus  sealed 
against  us ;  but  colonies  belonging  to  its 
various  states  fell  naturally  into  our  pos- 
session, and,  to  a  certain  extent,  supplied 
the  advantages  of  a  market  of  which  our 
inveterate  enemy  had  deprived  us.  From 
the  possession  of  those  colonics  arose  our 
apparent  prosperity  at  that  period,  and 
our  present  real  distress.  Now  that  peace 
had  returned ;  now  that  we  had  restored 
many  of  those  possessions  to  their  former 
owners,  and  relaxed  the  restrictions  on 
those  that  remained  with  us,  trade  had 
returned  to  its  natural  channels,  and  other 
states  had  come  in  for  their  share  of  its 
advantages.  We  could  at  present  drive 
no  trade  as  we  bad  formerly  done.  We 
could  not  ofibr  the  same  inducements  to 
foreigners  to  buy  our  manufactures,  nor 
were  they  in  a  condition  to  require  them 
as  they  nad  hitherto  done.-  We  outsold 
all  the  world  before  the  lat^  war,  because 
there  was  a  greater  accumulation  of  capital 
in  tile  handi  of  our  manufteturers  than  in 
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those  of  any  other  nation ;  because  our 
skill,  and  the  extent  of  our  machinery, 
were  greater;  and  because,  from  these 
causes,  we  could  afibrd  articles  of  better 
ouality,  and  at  a  more  reasonable  rate, 
than  other  nations  could  fabricate  them 
for  themselves.  How  did  we  stand  now  ? 
Our  taxes  pressed  upon  the  sources  of 
capital,  and  prevented  its  increase  or  re- 
newal, while  they  rendered  it  impossible 
that  we  could  bring  our  manufieictures  so 
cheaply  into  the  market,  or  sell  them  so 
advantageously,  as  we  had  formerly  done. 
''  Necessity  was  the  mother  of  invention,'* 
according  to  the  proverb ;  and  that  neces- 
sity had  taught  the  states  of  the  continent 
to  supply  themselves  with  many  articles 
for  which  they  formerly  depended  upon 
us.  They  could  now  make  some  articles 
better  than  ours :  they  made  several  nearly 
as  good:  many,  he  was  willing  to  allow, 
they  made  much  worse ;  but  they  could 
sell  all  at  25  to  50  per  cent,  cheaper  than 
they  could  be  afforded  here.  It  might 
well  be  doubted,  therefore,  under  these 
circumstances,  whether  the  re-opening  of 
these  channels  of  trade  formed  any  sufii- 
cient  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the 
colonial  trade  which  we  had  monopolized 
during  great  part  of  the  war. 

His  royal  highness  next  adverted  to  the 
situation  of  our  internal  commerce,  which, 
he  said,  was  labouring  under  the  greatest 
difficulties  and  embarrassments.  The 
consumption  of  our  manufactures  at  home 
was  even  more  diminished  than  the  de- 
mands of  our  foreign  trade.  From  the 
distress  of  the  farmer,  and  of  those  who 
derived  their  income  from  the  profits  of 
agriculture,  they  could  not  purchase  from 
the  tradesman  or  the  merchant  as  for- 
merly. The  retail  shop,  from  want  of 
customers,  was  shut,  and  the  commodities 
that  filled  it,  not  meeting  with  a  mar- 
ket, were  thrown  back  upon  the  manu- 
facturer or  wholesale  dealer,  whose  capital 
was  thus  forced  to  remain  unproductive^ 
or  was  actually  dilapidated. 

Having  said  so  much  on  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  the  royal  duke  would  ad- 
vert briefly  to  the  proposed  establishments. 
The  consideration  or  them  naturally  1^ 
him  to  give  his  opinion  on  the  treaty 
which  rendered  a  part  of  them  necessary. 
When  that  treaty  was  signed,  the  sove- 
reign of  France  was  surrounded  by  foreign 
troops,  and  could  not  be  said  to  exercise 
any  liberty  of  choice.  By  this  treaty 
150,000  men  were  to  be  kept  in  France 
at  the  expense  of  the  nation,  and  fbr  the 
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support  of  a  sovereign  whom  the  nation, 
if  left  to  their  choice,  might  renounce. 
The  people  were  thus  compelled  to  accept 
of  a  government  at  the  dictation  of  stran- 
gers,   who  were  obliged   to   send  forces 
to  carry  into  eifect  their  improper  inter- 
ference.   If  a  government  could  not  be 
maintained  without  foreign  aid,  it  should 
not  be  maintained  at  alL    What  must  the 
subjects  of  the  king  of  France  think  when 
they  saw  themselves  surrounded  by  a  line 
of  foreign   troops,   and   their  80verei|;n, 
instead  of  standing  between  them,  joining 
himself  to  strangers  to  oppose  or  oppress 
them  ?    There  were  two  points  to  be  con- 
sidered with  regard  to  our  eatablishments : 
whether  we  were  to  keep  up  a  great  mili- 
tary force,  to  the  neglect  of  our  navy  ? 
or  whether  we  were  to  place  our  reliance 
on  this  bulwark  of  our  strength,  and  re- 
duce our  army?     His  opinion  was  that 
which  had  been  repeatedly  expressed  by 
Iprd  Chatham,  that  our  insular  situation 
was  our  peculiar  character,  and  the  savy 
our     natural    defence.      He     therefore 
thought    that    our    marines  .should    not 
bave  been  disbanded.    Much  had  been 
said    about    a   balance    of  power,    and 
the  influence  which  England  should  have 
in  preserving  that  balance.    He   was  of 
opinion  that  our  navy,  while  it  effected 
our  own  security,  and  placed  us  beyond 
the  range  of  foreign  interference,  would 
enable  us  to  exercise  the  greatest  autho- 
rity in  the  quarrels  of  states  which  could 
pot  embroil  us.    But,  if  we  were  to  keep 
our  navy»  we  must  reduce  our  army,  for 
the  country  could  not  support  the  bur- 
then of  both.    He  allowed  all  praise  to 
pur  troops,    and    the  gallant  officers  by 
whom  they  were  commanded.      He  felt 
proud  of  their  achievements,  but  he  could 
pever  forget  that  it  was  natural  for  an 
Englishman  to  feel   a    certain    constitu- 
tional jealousy  of  a  standing  army.     A 
pertain  force  was  necessary  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  country;  but  so  long  as  our 
government  consulted  the  interests  of  the 
people,  and  retained  their  good  opinion, 
that  force,  he  was   proud   to  say  as  an 
Englishman,  might  be  fixed  at  a  very  di- 
minished scale.     Our  yeomanry  and  mili- 
tia were  ovir  proper  and  constitutional  army. 
His  royal  highness  said,  he  did  not  wish 
to  embarrass  his  Majesty's  ministers  by 
frivolous  opposition ;  but  he  would  never 
jcease    to   declare  his  opinion,  when  his 
views  differed  from  those  on  which  they 
acted.    He  reprobated  the  conduct  of  the 
ijtates  of  Europe  assembled  in  congress. 


in  the  ambition  which  several  had  dis« 
played,  and  the  rapacity  with  which  th^y 
sacrificed  the  weaK  and  the  unresisting. 
The  annexation  of  Norway  to  Sweden 
had  formerly  received  his  decided  disap- 
probation, and  if  the  accessary  in  the  rob* 
bery  of  a  kingdom  was,  like  other  acces- . 
saries,  as  guilty  as  the  principal,  then  our 
government,  which  gave  its  sanction  to 
that  measure,  was  implicated  in  its  crimi- 
nality. Whatever  might  be  his  opinions, 
and  however  they  might  differ  from  those 
of  government,  he  would  express  them 
with  freedom.  His  royal  highness  cout 
eluded  by  seconding  the  noble  duke's  mo- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  could  not  agree 
to  the  motion  of  the  noble  duke,  as  he 
did  not  see  any  one  good  which  would  be 
produced  thereby.    The  great  objection 
which  the  noble  duke  had  urged,  and  on 
which  he  had  founded  the  necessity  of 
the    inouiry    was,    the  large  amount  to 
which  the  military  establishment  was  in* 
tended  to  be  kept  up.    He  did  not  mean 
to  deny  to  their  lordships,  that  the  pro^ 
posed  establishment  was  greater  than  had 
been  kept  up  at  any  former  period  of 
peace,  and  that  in  other  circumstances  it 
mieht  justly  be  considered  as  enormous 
and  dangerous;  but  it  should  be  admitted, 
that   an    establishment  to  some    extent 
was  necessary,  and  the  great  question  now 
was,  to  what  extent  should  this  establish- 
ment be  carried  ?    If  the   necessity  for 
keeping  it  up  to  its    present    proposed 
amount  were  proved,   he    trusted    their 
lordships  would  not  withhold  the  sanction 
of  their  support  from  it.    The  noble  duke 
who  opened  the  debate,  had  objected  to 
this  establishment,  that  it  was  unconstitu- 
tional.   Now,  if  he  conceived  it  so,  he 
would  not  support  it;  but  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  objection  was  not  well- 
grounded.    In  the  course  of  the  last  ^20 
years,  the  human   mind  had  made  such 
rapid  progress  in  improvement,  the  opi- 
nions of  men  had  risen  to  sueh  a  degree 
of  independence^  that  little   or  no  (ears 
need  now  be  entertained  from  an  armed 
establishment,  which  would  at  that  period 
have    been    truly  dangerous.     The  view 
which  he  would  take  of  the  proposed  es- 
tablishment,   should   depend  entirely  on 
the  present  state  of  the   countr}'.     The 
great  object  of  the  late  peace  had  b^en 
to  secure  the  permanent  peace  of  Europe. 
That  permanence   must  depend  on    the 
state  of  France,  and  the  cordial  union  of 
the  Great  European  powers.    With  re- 
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gard  to  FrancCt  as  afSected  by  the  late 
treaty,  their  lordshipg  had  already  riven 
their   opinion.     A  great  deal  hafd  neen 
done  towards  securing  the  tranquillity  of 
that  country,    but  there  still  remained 
something  mere— namely,  to  preserve  that 
tranquillity  to  which  it  had  been  restored. 
It  was  true  that  Napoleon    Buonaparte 
was  in  our  power,  and  thereby  precluded 
from  the  possibility  of  further  disturbance; 
but  the  mighty  engine  by  which  he  had 
effected  so  much  against  the  repose  of 
Europe,  was  not  yet  rendered  quite  harm- 
less.    A  great  number  of  his  supporters 
were  still  in  France,  and  the  seeds  of  fu- 
ture disturbance  were  not  yet  removed. 
In  this  state  of  things,  the  union  of  the  • 
four  great  powers  was  of  the  utmost  con- 1 
sequence  to  the  continuance  of  that  re-  | 
pose  which  had  been  established  by  the 
late  treaty.    That  union  depended  prin- 
cipally on  the  preponderance  of  England  ; 
for  if  she  had  less  weight  with  the  Euro- 
pean powers,  she  could  effect  very  little 
towards  keeping  up  the  harmony  which 
now  subsisted  between  them,  and  which, 
in  their  present  state,  with  their  several 
countries  covered  with  armed  troops,  who 
were    not    restrained    by  those  salutary 
checks  operating  on  the  disposal  of  Eng- 
lish forces,  might  be  easily  broken,  if  she 
had  less  power  to  prevent  iL    On  the 
whole,  he  trusted  that  the  necessity   of 
this  preponderance  would  appear  to  their 
lordships.    Without  it  England  would  be 
nothing  in  the  European  scale     with  it 
she  would  be  every  thing  which  the  just 
support  of  the  balance  of  power  reqjuired. 
It  nad  been  said,  that  the  true  policy  of 
England  consisted  in  con6nins  herself  to 
her  insular  situation.     He  could  not  assent 
to    such    doctrine ;    for  if  England  had 
done  so,  she  would  never  have  arrived  at 
that  pre-eminent  station  which  she  now 
held  among  the  powers  of  Europe.    He 
had  before  observed  to  their  lordships, 
that  .it  was  the  interest  of  this  country  to 
presecve  as  much  as  possible  the  balance 
of  power ;  this  had  long  been  the  object 
of  ner  most  strenuous  exertions,  and  one 
effect  of  those  exertions,  and  not  the  least 
important  one,  was,  that  she  had  esta- 
blished a  high  character  with  the  other 
powers — a   character   formed  upon  her 
valour,  her  fortitude,  her  perseverance, 
and  above  all  her  moderation  in  conquest 
—a  character  which  would  ever  render 
her   respected,    because   she    would  be 
known  to  possess  the  means  of  making 
fcnsetf  «ou    Justice  was  aroMpdi  aud  her 


power  of  doing  good  depended  not  less 
on  her  inclination  than  her  ability*    He 
hoped,  therefore,    their  lordships  would 
concur   with    him    in    seeing    that    th0 
proposed  military  establishment  was  not 
less  than  was  necessary  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  that  peace  which  had  been  esta- 
blished in  Ekirope.    If  that  peace  was  a 
good  one,  it  would  be  unwise  and  impo- 
litic to  deprive  ourselves  at  once  of  the 
means  of  reaping  its  advantages ;  which 
we  could  never  hope  to  do,  unless  we 
were  able  to  maintain  it. — With  regard  to 
the  application    in  different   stations,  of 
this  establishment,  he  did  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  take  up  the  time  of  their  lord- 
ships, particularly  as  the  noble  duke  who 
spoke  first,  had  touched  but  lightly  on 
this  subject.    But  he  was  certain  that  if 
their  lordships  looked  to  the  vast  exten- 
sion of  our  empire,  and  the  nature  of  our 
foreign  possessions,  they  would  not  con- 
ceive the  amount  for  them  too  much.  The 
noble  duke  who  moved  the  question,  had 
mentioned  the  distresses   of  the  county. 
He  did  not  deny  that  the   country  was 
distressed.    It  had  been  called  upon  to 
make    great  sacrifices ;    but  he  did  not 
tliink  it  would  be  prudent  to  Ipse  the  ad- 
vantages which  must  result  from  those  sa- 
crifices by  a  mistaken  idea  of  economy. 
It  was  to  be  recollected,  that  the  proposed 
military  establishment  was  not  intended 
as  a  permanent  one*    It  would  be  reduced 
considerably  in  the  course  of  a  little  time* 
Besides,  though  the  country  was  distress- 
ed, it  was  not  in  that  bad  state  which  had 
been  stated.    The  noble  duke  had  men- 
tioned the  pressure  of  the  property  tax. 
Now  to  him  the  tax  did  not  appear  more 
severe  on  the  country  than  a  loan,  or  any 
other  mode  of  raising  the  supplies,  which 
circumstances    rendered    necessary.    As 
to  the  state  of  Ireland,  he  thought  the  no- 
ble duke  was  too  well  informed  of  the  si- 
tuation of  that  country  to  object  to  the 
proposed  establishment.  The  disturbances 
of  Ireland  did  not  appear  to  result  from 
the  distresses  consequent  upon  the  war, 
but  from  the  ignorant  state  of  its  peasan- 
try.   The  evils  under  which  Ireland  la- 
boured might,  he  trusted,  be  removed  by 
the  proper  instruction  and  education  of 
the  lower  classes,  by  which  they  would 
acquire  habits  of  industry  and  order. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  said,  he  would 
not  have  addressed  their  lordships,  on  this 
occasion,  but  for  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  duke  who  introduced  the  motion, 
relative  to  Ireland.    The  opinion  of  the 
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MUedMbiNi  A^  iMe  of  diiC  oooatrv^t 
MPtf  froB  tlw  lugh  litiuitiaQ  ha  had  ImM 
lh>i»  ba  iBtitkd  to  totj  gAMt  altentm. 
■itofiwia  ko  ontared  on  tne  ntgeett  iw 
imU  flvore  thtk  lorddupa,  thu  bo 
mmnt  to  fidlov  die  odfice  gifen  bj  the 
B^do  doluw  i^odf  Id  diMUMiDv  tho  nat* 
tion,  ho  would  rfiatab  fraaa  any  unog 
bovdoriOf  on  partj  vialeoea^  itia  itale 
tf  diaft  oaAitaoata^  hamighlaajr,  witbayl 
HfUppf^  to  *^**  Of  tfiit  adminitfTafifaii 
bolf  ibr  a  aones  of  a|^  that  itt-oiMi 
t§tiMj9  waa  loo  aolonooa  to  loiriar  it 
Boeataanr  te  hioi  to  take  op  thenr  loid- 
aUpt*  tSaw  with  tho  doienptioii  of  il. 
Tho  noUo  dtiko  had  ataltod  that  Irefauid 
im  trtttod  like  a  oooouerod  connlry.  If 
hnriog  a  military  artaWirii wmt  to  reatiaio 
party  TioloDee,  to  enforce  obediooGe  to 
tho  lawi,  to  ftoaid  the  refcnue,  and  to 
protect  the  weU-aflbcted  in  their  Uvea  and 
propwtiet  ■  if  diat  waa  treatuig  Ireland 
l3»  a  conqaered  conntfy,  then  in  Hetf  enTa 
Mate,  ki  it  oondnuo  ao  to  be  goreme4 
^  dioiiglit  it  waa  not  dealing  with  Ire- 
Innd  aa  a  conqnered  nation.  On  the 
awotmiy » lie  waa  of  opinion«  duU  minia* 
Im  would  be  guitar  of  n^ecdng  the 
duty  they  owed  to  their  tovereigo»  their 
eonntry^  and  themaeWea,  if  they  did  not 
van  thoae  poweca  which  the  conadtodoo 
fraied  them  with,,  for  the  purpoae  of  re- 
pteming  tumult  and  diaorder— »The  noble 
duke  had  obsenred,  that  a  system  of  con* 
ciliadon  would  have  a  better  effiKt  than 
the  introduction  of  25,000  bayonets.  He 
a^ed  with  die  noble  duke  that,  at*  all 
tunes,  it  waa  better  to  govern  by  con- 
ciliation than  by  force.  But,  did  the  noble 
duke  think,  for  ao  instant,  that  Catholic 
emancipadon  would  immediately  still 
those  troubles?  Feeling  every  demrence 
fiir  the  noble  duke,  he  must  say,  that, 
when  he  made  such  a  declaration^  he 
libelled  the  Catholic  populadon  of  Ire* 
land.  Magistrates  were  murdered,  and 
houses  were  plundered-4>ut  the  Catho» 
lies,  as  a  body,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  He  was  perauaded  those  excesses 
arose  from  the  violoice  of  ludf-civUiaed 
peasants,  urged  on  by  a  set  of  villains^ 
who,  he  trusted,  would  be  ultimately  uiu 
masked.  This  system  had  succeeded  in 
creadng  one  rebellion,  which  waa  sup* 
ported  aa  well  by  Fhitestants  aa  by 
Cathdicai^-Tbe  noble  duke  had  com- 
plained that  the  soldiers  in  Ireland  were 
emplq3red  in  collecting  tho  revenue, 
whichheoonsidevodadQgiadatioiu  But, 
b  due  oonntKy,  h%hlycbiliied  aaitwasi 


the  anny  were  enn^yed  in  die 
■Mmner,  and  qrast  oe  ao  employed,  aad 
ao  ODo  oonoeived  that  the.  doty  was  dia« 
gtacefiiL  They  were,  even  in  this  coua- 
try,  aomednms  oppOMd— and  they  were 
ebfiged,  oa  each  occasions,  to  tinge  thalf 
bayonets  in  the  Mood  ef  thoae  who  aeted 
dias  illMiny,  He  oertaailv  did  not  ap« 
peeve  of  tho  meaner  in  which  the  fiaee 
ware  inmeeed  in  Ireland,  for  ilUdt  disdU 
latioo,  hf  which  the  hinocent  and  tho 
guilty  auiEenid  alike.'  No  man  was  meiw 
hoatue  to  iliicit  distiUation  thea  ho  wasf 
but  be  fidt  thet  it  waa  contrary  to  all 
priaciplea  of  law  and  jastioe,  to  inflkt 
ponismnent  on  the  innocent  as  well  aa  on 
tho  guilty.  He  knew,  in  many  diftrica% 
the  cattle  of  the  peesants  were  aeld«  hi 
consequence  of  fines  imposed  on  towfi« 
hmds,  for  illicit  distilbuion,  wi*  which 
the  sufiinera  had  nothing  to  do.  But^  It 
waa  said,  ^  This  is  aot  unjusti  fdnr  db 
not  thow  peiaoas  give  inlbrmadoB  ot  fark 
veto  stiUs?"  Th^  dared  not  make  dda 
discovery;  the  penalty  of  death  hong 
over  tham,  if  they  came  forward  with  in* 
fimsation.  Tho  noble  earl  then  pro* 
needed  to  pefait  out,  biieAf,  the  nocessiip 
of  simplifying  the  ddie  system.  At  pro* 
sent  there  waa  an  uncertainty  in  the  aaeda 
which  prevented  the  peasant  from  kn Ar^ 
ing  how  to  act.  He  could  not,  of  courae^ 
be  very  stronf^y  attaehed  to  the  Protee* 
tant  clergyman,  whom  he  considered  a 
aort  of  intnider,  particularly  when  he  had 
to  pay  his  Roman  Catholic  pastor.  Ha 
was,  m  fact,  obli^d  to  support  two  estab* 
lishments— he  paid  in  a  double  proportion. 
•—The  noble  duke  had  spoken  of  tho 
state  of  agriculture  in  Ireland.  It  waa 
with  ^ef,  the  earl  of  Limerick  observed, 
that  It  was  in  a  state  of  absolute  ruim 
The  industrious  could  obtain  no  employ- 
ment ;  and  thus,  a  great  part  of  the  po{>u« 
ladon  being  unoccupied,  were  easily  in* 
duoed  to-  commit  acts  of  lawless  atrocity. 
But  they  must  look  fiir  beyond  the  occur* 
rences  of  the  present  day,  i^^  they  wished 
to  discover  the  source  of  the  evil.  It  had 
arisen  from  the  system  of  government 
adopted  for  hundreds  of  years.  He  would 
not  go  over  the  horrible  story  of  the  suf^ 
ferings  of  that  unhappy  country,  for  a 
aeries  of  ages.  The  period  of  the  revolu^ 
don,  of  1688,  by  which  the  rishu  and 
liberties  of  England  were  established,  waa 
to  Ireland  an  em  of  grief,  degradation^ 
and  sorrow.  He  would  not  enter  into  an 
eaaminadon  of  the  principles  of  dieaa 
wbo»  adhered  to  the  proacribed  Hoose-of 
h 
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Stuart :  he  wojM  not  tay,  whether  their 
conduct  was  proper  or  not,  bat  he  would 
come  at  once  to  the  acta  of  king  Williank 
The  Hoiite  of  Commons  took  alarm  at  the 
iatroductioD  of  Irish  cattle  into  England^ 
as  likely  to  destrcrr  the  fafumess  of  the 
English  grazier.  They  sood  looked  ISur- 
ther,  and  protested  against  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  Irish  wooUen  maoufacture, 
aa  injurious  to  the  interests  of  Engbnd. 
And  finally,  it  was  demanded,  that  Irish 
corn  should  not  be  exported  to  England^ 
What  did  king  William  say,  in  his  speech 
from  the  throne,  on  these  points? — **  My 
faithful  Commons,"  said  ne,  <*  need  not 
be  alarmed ;  I  will  take  effisctual  steps  to 
pfevent  the  interests  of  England,  whether 
with  respect  to  com,  cattle,  or  the  woollen 
manufacture,  being  injured  by  Ireland/' 
What  was  the  result  t  Trade  grew  worse 
and  worse.  The  country  fell  into  con- 
tempt. It  was  ruled  by  a  few  petty 
squires,  who,  provided  they  were  them- 
selves permitted  to  domineer  a  little, 
would  patiently  suffer  their  country  to-be 
degraded  by  England.  So  humbled  was 
the  country,  that,  in  the  reign  of  George 
1st  an  act  was  passed,  declaring,  that  Eng- 
land had  a  right  to  bind  Ireland,  in  all 
things,  aud  under  all  circumstances.  At 
length  the  American  war  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary to  withdraw  the  forces  stationed 
m  Ireland  for  her  protection.  The  re- 
gular number  was  25,000  men,  but  not 
more  than  6  or  7,000  remained  in  that 
country.  The  people  of  Ireland  called 
for  protection;  but,  like  the  Britons, 
when  under  the  Roman  government,  they 
were  told  *'  to  protect  themselves*"  They 
did  so.  The  country  bristled  up  in  arms— 
the  French  navy  might  ride  on  her  coasts, 
but  not  a  Frenchman  dared  to  set  his  foot 
on  her  shores !  What  followed  ?  The  rents 
could  not  be  paid,  without  the  asaistanoe 
of  commerce — and  the  people  of  Ireland 
said,  **  We  must  have  our  commercial 
rights  restored,  aa  the  reward  of  our 
bravery  and  of  the  attachment  we  have 
shown  to  Great  Britain."  This  country 
complied  with  the  request,  and  Ireland  re- 
ceived her  long-lost  commercial  privileges, 
The  French  Revolution  at  length  broke 
out,  and  the  horrible  infatuation  of  reli* 
gious  quarrds  infected  Ireland.  The 
whole  country  was  in  a  ferment,  which  at 
last  ended  in  a  dreadful  rebdlion.  Thqr 
then  had  a  recourse  (and  they  were 
obliged  to  adopt  the  plan,  for  the  sake  of 
securi^)  to  that  Union,  which  their  lord- 
ahips  mue^   He  felt  some  difficulties  on 


the  safaject— he  did  not  like  to  sacrifice  an 
independent  legislature-^ut  it  was  given 
up.  From  that  union,  excellent  as  it  was» 
many  evils  had  arisen.  Amongst  others, 
the  weight  of  taxation  waa  severely  felt. 
A  few  years  age,  Ireland  was,  in  that  r#* 
spect,  the  happiest  country  in  the  nni* 
verse.  Their  lordships,  who  were  accus* 
tomed  to  talk  of  an  annual  expenditure  of 
n  hundred  and  twenty  mSlions,  would 
smile  when  he  told  them  that  the  expen- 
diture of  Ireland  was  then  only  one  milp 
lion.  But,  in  the  short  space  of  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years,  a  debt  had  been  accunii»> 
lated,  the  annual  interest  of  which  neariy 
absorbed  the  whole  of  her  revenue.  The 
taxation  was  enormous.  It  was  seven 
times  the  amount  of  what  it  waa  before* 
Taking  the  most  liberal  and  comprehend 
stve  view  of  the  subject,  he  conceived, 
that  the  situation  of  Ireland  called  for  in« 

auiry.— .The  noble  earl  then  adverted  to 
le  system  of  grand  jury  taxation,  which 
he  stated  to  be  one  of  the  areatesl 
engines  of  oppression,  and  therefore  d^ 
manded  peculiar  consideration.  He 
strongly  enforced  the  necessity  of  com*^ 
polling  the  superior  and  inferior  clergy  to 
reside  on  their  livings^  where,  though 
they  would  not,  probfl^ly,  make  manr 
proselytes,  they  could  do  much  toward 
civilising  the  country,  and  raising  it  from 
that  state  of  semi^barharism  in  which  it 
was  at  present  sunk.  He  said,  he  was 
deeply  mterested  in  the  wel&re  o£  the 
country«-he  wiriied  it  wdl«-and  hoped 
that  government  would  adopt  effectusi 
means  for  removing  the  evils  which  now 
pressed  heavily  on  it.  If  a  proper  course 
were  pursued,  Irdand,  instead  of  bein^  n 
source  of  weakness  to  Great  Britam, 
would  soon  be  looked  to  as  one  of  her 
bent  bulwarks  in  the  hour  of  necessity.  It 
coidd  not  be  expected,  that  those  evils 
could  be  removed  on  the  spur  of  the  mo» 
ment ;  but  with  care  and  attention  they 
would  ultimately  vanish.  In  the  present 
state  of  Ireland,  he  must  say  that  he  did 
not  think  the  establishment  proposed  was 
too  much^i-he  donbted  whether  it  was 
sufficient. 

The  Marquis  of  JBiK&sngAoat  congratu- 
lated his  noble  firiend  on  such  an  acquisi- 
tion of  strength  to  tiie  support  of  his  mo- 
tion, as  the  noUe  earl  who  had  just  sat 
down.  Afler  the  clear  and  eloouent  state- 
ment which  that  noble  earl  haa  delivered, 
he  would  put  it  to  their  lordships,  whether, 
laying  their  hands  on  their  hearts,  they 
could  declare  on  their  honour,  that  tiie 
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state  of  Ireland  was  not  such  as  to  call 
for  speedy  and  strict  inquiry.    It  was  evi- 
dent from   the  eloquent  speech  of  tlie 
noble  early  that  Ireland  was  oppressed, 
and  the  advantage  of  the  inquiry  into  its 
present  state  would  be  not  only  to  see 
whether  the  proposed  establishment  was 
too  much,  for  he  (the  marquis  of  B*)  ad- 
jmitted,  that  a  large  force  was  necessary 
in  that  country  for  the  suppression  of  dis- 
turbance ;  but  to  see  whether  other  means 
could  not  be  resorted  to  for  securing  the 
affections  of  the  people  and  ameliorating 
their  condition.    In  this  inquiry  he  hoped 
to  have  the  vote  of  the  noble  earl,  who 
had  shown  himself  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  real  state  of  Ireland,  and  the  causes  of 
Its  present  distress.     The  committee  of 
their  lordships  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  ascertaining  what  other  modes  of  reliev- 
ing Ireland  might  be  devised  than  that 
which  was  at  present  acted  upon — what 
hopes  might  be  held  out  to  the  people  of 
that  country  that  they  were  not  to  be 
kept  for  ever  in  a  state  of  subjection. 
That  other  measures  than  the  present  were 
necessary  no  one  could  deny  who  had 
lieard  the  speech  of  the  noble  earl  who 
spoke  last.    Would  it  not  be  better  to  act 
towards  the  people  of  Ireland,  as  had  been 
done  in  the  American  war,  when  they  had 
proved  what  confidence  could  be  reposed  in 
them,  than  to  send  at  once  an  army  of  25,000 
men  to  legislate  amongst  them  in  time  of 
peace?    It  had  been  said,  that  Ireland 
would  be  relieved  by  the  education  of  the 
lower  classes.    This  certainly  would  have 
its  good  effect,  but  it  would  not  be  of  much 
service  to  the  present  inhabitants  of  that 
country.    It  would  be  proposing  a  benefit 
for  children  yet  unborn,  while  their  fathers 
would  be  suffered  to  continue  in  their 
practice  of  murdering  magistrates,  and 
carding  tythe  proctors  to  death.   The  pre- 
sent was  the  best  time  for  any  thing  which 
could  be  done  for  the  relief  of  Ireland. 
Some  prompt  and  decisive  measures  were 
necessary ;  and  if  these  were  resorted  to, 
they  would  facilitate  the  other  plan  of  edu- 
cating the  lower  classes  of  the  inhabitants. 
As  to  the  general  question  of  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  the  country,  he  conceived  that 
never  was  there  a  time  at  which  it  was 
■more  necessary.    He  could  well  believe 
that  in  time  of  war  or  great  public  danger, 
when  the  disclosure  of  tlie  real  state  of  the 
country  might,  by  becoming  known^  afford 
information  to  our  enemy ;  in  such  a  case 
there  might  be  a  fair  ground  of  objection 
to  inquiryi  -but  at  present  no  such  ground 
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existed.  We  were  at  peace  with  the 
world,  and  the  disclosure  of  our  real  state 
must  be  of  service,  but  could  be  of  no 
injury.  It  was  necessary  that  their  lord- 
ships should  know  why,  after  a  war  of 
twenty-five  years  continuance,  and  the  con- 
clusion of  a  peace,  the  country  should  not 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace  ?  Why  the 
temple  of  Janus,  which  was  now  shut, 
should  be  still  surrounded  with  thousands 
of  troops  ?  Why  that  great  terror  of  our 
ancestors,  a  standing  army,  should  be  kept 
up  at  a  time  when  a  peace  with  all  Eu- 
rope rendered  their  services  unnecessary  I 
Why  promises  of  economy  should  only  be 
followed  up  by  practising  extravagance? 
It  was  necessary  for  their  lordships  to  in-* 
quire  into  these  signs  of  the  times.  To 
know  why  these  signs  existed.  Why, 
when  the  clouds  had  passed  over  and  the 
horizon  was  become  clear,  when  the  light'* 
nings  which  had  played  onx:e  over  our 
heads  had  fallen  without  injury,  when  our 
greatest  enemy  was  subdued  and  in  our 
power,  when  a  peace  which  had  been 
gained  by  our  exertions,  was  guaranteed 
by  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  bound 
together  by  the  most  indissoluble  ties-^ 
it  was  necessary  for  their  lordships  and 
the  country  to  know,  why  afler  all  this» 
we  should  not  enjoy  the  advantages  of 
peace?  They  could  only  do  so  by  con« 
senting  to  go  into  the  committee.  He 
had  lately  seen  a  history  of  James  2nd, 
by  the  librarian  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  which  contained,  amongst 
copies  of  other  documents,  a  letter  from 
that  infatuated  monarch  to  his  son  upon 
the  nature  of  government,  in  which  he 
observes,  that  it  was  such  laws  as  the 
Habeas  Corpus  act  that  rendered  a  large 
military  force  necessary  to  keep  the  people 
in  order.  He  had  now  lived  to  hear  a 
doctrine  scarcely  less  preposterous,  name- 
ly, that  an  increased  population  required 
an  increased  military  establishment.  But 
wliy  was  the  original  destination  of  the 
militia  forgotten?  What  had  they  done, 
that  their  services  must  be  dispensed  with  ? 
If  they  could  be  no  longer  confided  in, 
why  were  they  still  kept  up,  and  the 
expense  incurred  ?  But  they  were  not 
merely  still  maintained,  but  increased; 
and  the  only  object  of  a  standing  army 
appeared  to  him  to  beto|keep  down  the  peo- 
ple, the  militia,  and  the  local  militia  toge-* 
ther.  With  regard  to  the  assertion,  that  the 
West  India  colonies  required  this  increase 
of  military  force,  he  saw  no  ground  for  it. 
We  could  not  have  those  possessions  but 
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by  conquest.  If  we  had  them  by  con- 
r{iiest  it  must  have  been  from  an  enemy ; 
and  if  from  an  enemy,  we  deprived  them  of 
so  many  military  ponsessions,  which  sliould 
render  a  reduction  rather  thaii  an  increase 
of  force  necessary  on  our  part.  The  noble 
marquis  also  coiiccnded,  that  tliis  increase 
of  force  could  not  he  rendered  necessary 
from  any  fear  of  the  blacks  in  the  West 
indies,  tor  if  we  had  so  much  benefitted 
them  by  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
wc  had  now  little  to  dread.  The  same 
arguments  could  he  used  against  any  in- 
crease in  our  possessions  in  the  Mediter- 
raneun.  If  we  had  given  to  those  people 
over  whom  we  had  cot  the  command  the 
benefits  of  the  British  constitution,  we  had 
no  occasion  to  keep  up  a  large  force  to 
control  them.  This  was  particidarly  ap- 
plicable to  the  Ionian  islands.  But  the 
great  object  seemed  to  be,  not  what  these 
possessions  were  worth  to  the  country,  but 
what  patronage  they  might  afford  to  the 
Crown  —  whether  a  lieutenant-general, 
commissary,  or  some  other  officer  of  that 
description,  might  be  sent  out  there. 
Against  whom  were  these  islands  to  be 
defended  ?  Not  against  Russia  ;  for  it  was 
the  influence  of  Russia  that  placed  them 
under  our  protection.  The  only  object 
that  we  could  have  in  occupying  them, 
was  that  of  increasing  our  military  esta- 
blishment ;  that  the  whole  system  might 
be  of  a  piece.  Let  the  House  look  at  the 
East  Indies.  And  in  mentioning  that  part 
of  the  world,  he  hoped  their  lordships 
would  excuse  him  while  he  so  far  diverged 
from  the  subject  before  them,  as  to  breathe 
a  sigh  over  that  dispensation  of  Providence, 
by  which  in  the  death  of  the  late  noble 
president  of  the  board  of  control  (the  earl 
of  Buckinghamshire)  to  whom  he  had 
been  most  warmly  attached  by  every  feeling 
of  personal  regard  and  affection,  the  Crown 
had  been  deprived  of  a  most  able  and  faith* 
ful  servant,  and  every  one  who  knew  him 
of  a  zealous  and  sincere  friend  [Hear, 
hear !].  But  to  revert  to  the  East  Indies. 
Did  any  one  know  why  the  late  war  in 
that  country  had  been  undertaken  ?  Did 
any  one  know  what  had  been  gained  by  it? 
As  to  the  statement,  that  our  army  there 
were  to  be  paid  by  the  East  India  com- 
pany, he  trusted,  that  their  lordships  were 
not  at  that  time  of  day  to  be  so  deluded. 
The  situation  of  the  company  was  not 
such  as  to  afford  the  shadow  ef  a  prospect 
that  a  single  man  of  that  army  would  be 
paid  by  them.  With  respect  to  the  West 
India  colonies,  it  appeared  by  the  etti- 
(VOL.  XXXIIL) 


mates,  that  the  troops  now  intended  to  be 
sent  to  them,  were  greater  in  amount  than 
the  number  maintained  in  them  in  the 
yean  1814  and  1815,  when  we  were  at 
war,  and  at  war  with  America.  In  ISl^, 
the  garrisons  of  the  West  India  islands 
amounted  to  12,1125  men;  in  1815,  to 
V2f^1r2  men.  It  was  now  proposed  to  send 
13,000  men.  IndecMl,  the  whole  amount 
of  the  proposed  c^stimates  in  this  time  of 
peace,  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  esti- 
mates in  every  year  of  war  from  the  year 
1759,  to  the  year  before  the  peace  of 
Amiens.  [The  noble  marquis  here  read 
a  list  of  the  sums  voted  for  the  army  esti- 
mates in  the  various  yean  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  and  which  fully  established  his 
assertion].  To  such  a  picture  as  tliat» 
what  could  be  added?  Which  of  their 
lordships  could  hesitate  to  say,  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  made  the  subject  of  grave 
and  immediate  inquiry  ?  8o  it  was  with 
respect  to  the  state  of  our  finances.  The 
surplus  revenue,  afler  the  payment  of  the 
interest  of  the  debt,  was  ten  millions. 
Thirty  millions,  however,  were  required 
by  the  minister  for  the  service  of  the  year. 
How  were  the  twenty  millions  of  deficiency 
to  be  provided  ?  Were  we  not  in  a  situa- 
tion, in  which,  if  we  maintained  the  pro- 
posed establishment,  we  should  deprive 
ourselves  of  the  means  of  carrying  on  a 
future  war,  whenever  the  necessity  for  it 
should  occur,  since  we  even  found  it 
difficult  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the 
revenue  in  time  of  peace  ?  The  speech 
from  the  throne  recommended  economy. 
How  could  that  recommendation  be  car- 
ried into  effect  without  going  into  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  how  economy  could  be 
best  practised?  Let  their  lordships  an- 
swer the  call.  The  only  symptoms  which 
his  majesty's  ministen  had  evinced  of  a 
disposition  to  attend  to  the  advice  which 
they  had  themselves  put  into  the  mouth 
of  the  Prince  Regent,  was  to  be  found  in 
the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  board  of 
excise,  in  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of 
the  board  of  customs  and  in  the  increase 
of  the  salaries  of  the  board  of  taxes;  and 
as  the  last  specimen  of  their  sincerity,  in 
the  order  of  council,  issued,  he  believedt 
since  the  meeting  of  parliament,  by  which 
the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, which  being  4<XXV.  a-year  in  time  of 
war,  ought,  according  to  the  existing  regu* 
lations,  to  be  reduced  to  2,500/.  in  time  of 
peace,  was  to  be  continued  at  the  former 
rate !  With  all  this  before  their  lordships 
eyes,  was  it  possible,  that  they  would  re 
(N) 
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fiise  to  go  into  an  inquiry  into  the  sUte  of 
the  nation?  The  attention  of  the  people 
was  directed  towards  them.  If  their  lord- 
ships rejected  his  noble  friend's  motion, 
thej  would  desert  the  duty  which,  as  the 
hereditary  counsellors  of  the  Crown,  they 
owed  to  the  Crown  and  to  the  country ;  and 
woold  do  much  towards  the  Terification  of 
the  assertion,  that  England  would  never 
be.  destroyed  but  by  her  parliament. 

The  Earl  of  BUmnffon  thought  it  was 
premature  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  military  estabUsbment  of  the  country 
before  the  army  estimates  were  properly 
before  the  House.  His  noble  triend  in 
bringing  forward  this  subject,  had  divided 
it  into  three  parts :  first,  with  respect  to , 
^(he  peace  establishment ;  next  to  tne  dis- 
tresses of  the  agricultural  interests ;  and 
lastly,  to  the  state  of  Ireland.  With  re- 
wpecx  to  the  peace  establishment,  he  had 
on  a  former  evening  stated,  that  it  had 
his  approval,  because  it  was  but  for  one 
year,  and  because  he  thought  that  while 
the  present  state  of  parties  did  exist  in 
fVance,  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  haEve 
a  large  force  in  that  country,  and  with 
a  view  to  rendering  assistance  to  that 
force,  if  oocasioii  required,  to  keep  up  a 
aimilar  force  at  home.  He  apprcnred  of 
the  regular  army,  beonise  the  militia  was 
not  so  easily  called  into  action  in  a  mo- 
ment of  emergency.  With  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  a  military  force  in  time 
of  peace,  be  did  not  conceive  that  our 
liberties  were  at  all  endangered  by  such 
an  establishment,  the  more  eq>ecial]y 
when  it  was  considered,  tliat  fifty  thou- 
sand only  was  applicable  to  Great  Biitain. 
It  was  but  a  poor  compliment  to  those 
men,  who  had  been  so  long  and  so 
arduously  engaged  in  the  defence  of  their 
own  liberties,  and  in  the  emancipation  of 
Europe  from  the  grossest  despotism,  to 
bring  against  them  such  a  charge.  With 
regard  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  he  thought 
that  this  country  had  been  too  stronely 
calumniated  by  the  noble  earl  who  spoke 
last  but  one.  That  country  wanted  but 
the  afiection  of  this,  to  render  it  all  that 
was  desirable.  With  respect  to  the  mili- 
tary occupation  of  Ireland,  he  thought 
from  the  soldiers  being  quartered  up  and 
down,  that  it  would  materially  serve  the 
landholders,  who  would  thereby  obtain  a 
consumption  for  their  meat,  wdich  it  was 
known  was  not  in  very  ge;&sral  demand  in 
any  part  of  that  country.  The  noble  earl 
had  talked  of  the  union.  For  his  part,  he 
considered  that  the  great  misfortunes  <rf 


Ireland  had  arisen  out  of  that  measure* 
and  its  baneful  consequences  had  been 
felt  to  the  present  day.  With  the  loss  of 
pariiament,  that  country  had  lost  the 
society  wUch  had  previously  tended  so 
much  towards  its  prosperity.  The  noble 
earl  in  his  comments  upon  that  country, 
had,  he  thoueht,  been  too  general  in  his 
remarks;  and  when  he  talked  of  turbu- 
lence and  tumult,  cduld  only  have  meant 
certain  districts,  and  evidently  laboured 
under  a  mistake,  when  he  included  the 
whole  of  that  country  in  his  animadver- 
sicms.'  The  property  t^x  was  certainly 
not  a  tax  applicable  to  Ireland ;  but  if  the 
peace  establishment  was  considered  neces- 
sary, he  certainly  thought  some  mode  of  * 
raising  the  means  of  defravinsr  the  ex- 
pense ouffht  to  be  suggestedf.  He  disap- 
proved of  the  tax,  and  thought  it  ought 
only  to  be  resorted  to  in  a  case  of  extreme 
necessity.  With  tentA  to  the  agricul- 
tural interests,  he  &lly  agreed  tlwt  the 
distresses  which  prevailed  among  the  land- 
holders and  furmers  were  very  great ;  yet 
he  did  not  think  the  inqmry  proposed 
wouM  be  productive  of  any  goocL  Such 
distresses  were  the  natural  consequence  of 
a  sodden  change  from  war  to  peace ;  and 
he  had  no  doubt  that  after  a  short  time 
the  evil  would  correct  itselC 

Hie  Earl  of  lAmerick  protested  against 
the  charge  whidi  had  been  made  against 
him  of  oilumniating  the  character  of  Ire- 
land: he  denied  that  any  thing  had 
dropped  from  him  which  could  warrant 
such  a  conclusion,  and  expressed  a  hope, 
that  the  noble  lord  would  not  use  so  harsh 
an  epithet,  when  applied  to  any  thing 
which  might  fall  from  him  in  future. 

The  Earl  of  Blesnn^on^  in  explanation, 
said,  he  had  not  used  the  word  *  calum- 
niate' in  an  ofiensive  sense  towards  the 
noble  earl,  but  merely  alluded  to  the  efieet 
which  the  noble  lord's  speech  must  have 
had  upon  the  House. 

Earl  Bathurst  contended,  that  to  refer 
the  consideration  of  all  our  foreign  rela- 
tions and  all  our  domestic  concerns,  ex- 
tensive and  multitudinous  as  they  were, 
to  a  committee  of  inquiry  could  produce 
no  practical  good ;  and  that  the  only  ten- 
dency of  an  acquiescence  in  such  a  pro- 
position, would  be  wantonly  and  uselessly 
to  agitate  the  public  mind.  With  great 
deference  to  the  opinions  of  the  noble 
duke  and  the  noble  marquis,  he  must  say, 
that  if  he  entertained  a  distrust  of  any 
ministers— if  he  considered  them  incom- 
petent to  the  due  discharge  of  their  duties 
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—he  would  Dot  consent  to  any  such  com- 
mittee at  that  proposed  by  the  noble  duke, 
for  he  should  conceive  the  best,  and  indeed 
the  only  proper  course  would  be,  to  move 
an  address  to  the  throne,  praying  for  the 
removal  of  those  ministers;  or  for  the 
adoption  of  a  system  of  policy  different 
from  that  which  tliey  had  pursued.  If 
such  an  address  were  disregarded,  it  might 
then  be  for  their  lordships  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  going  into  a  committee  on  the 
state  of  the  nation ;  but  even  in  that  event 
there  were  other  modes  of  proceeding 
to  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  much 
more  advisable  to  resort.  The  noble  duke 
had  stated  a  variety  of  grounds  on  which 
he  maintained  that  it  was  fitting  their 
lordships  should  accede  to  his  proposition. 
One  of  the  principal  subjects  which  the 
noble  duke  wished  to  refer  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  committee  was,  the  proposed 
military  establishment.  After  the  notice 
which  had  been  yesterday  given  by  a  no* 
ble  marquis  of  his  intention  to  bring  this 
subject  under  the  consideration  of  their 
lordships  on  Friday  next,  he  confessed  his 
surprise  at  its  being  deemed  necessary  by 
the  noble  duke  to  refer  it  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  committee,  for  which  he  had 
that  night  moved.  The  noble  marquis 
had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
an  address  to  the  throne,  representing  the 
expediency  of  a  reduction  in  the  proposed 
establishments.  This  was  enough  to  show 
that  the  noble  marquis  was  prepared^— 
that  he  had  made  up  his  mind  on  the  sub- 
ject— that  the  papers  on  their  lordships' 
table  were  amply  sufficient  to  elucidate  it 
—and  therefore  it  appeared  singular  tliat 
under  such  circumstances,  the  noble  duke 
should  think  the  nature  of  those  establish- 
ments a  fit  subject  to  be  comprehended  in 
the  inquiries  of  the  committee  which  he 
had  proposed.  As  the  question  was  so 
soon  to  be  brought  before  their  lordships 
for  discussion,  he  would  abstain  from  en- 
tering minutely  into  it.  But  still,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  obser- 
vations on  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
duke  and  the  noble  marquis. 

The  noble  duke  seemed  to  be  of  opinion, 
that,  on  the  conclusion  of  a  peace,  it  was 
desirable  an  immediate  change  of  system 
should  take  place,  and  that  we  should 
withdraw  and  disband  nearly  the  whole 
of  our  regular  troops.  To  this  doctrine  ^o 
able  and  complete  an  answer  had  been 
given  by  his  noble  firiend  near  him  (the 
earl  of  Aberdeen^,  that  little  couJd  be 
added  on  the  subject.    He  would  merely 


observe,  that  when  the  noble  duke  advan- 
ced this  principle,  he  must  have  forgotten 
that  it  was  annually  disclaimed  by  parlia- 
ment.   For  the  preamble  of  the  mutiny 
bill,  a  yearly  measure,  distinctly  stated^ 
that  a  standmg  army  was  necessary  to  pre- 
serve   the  balance    of  power,  &c.     If, 
therefore,  the  principle  or  Uie  noble  duke, 
that  on  the  termination  of  war  the  system 
of  employing  regular  troops  should  be  al- 
together changed,  were  admitted,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  propose  an  alteration  in 
the  preamble  of  the  mutiny  bill,  in  whidk 
the  expediency  of  a  different  line  of  con- 
duct was  proclaimed.    Witlitrespect  to  th» 
policy  of  thus  entirely  reducing  our  militarr 
force,  it  i^peared  to  him  to  he  very  obvi- 
ous, that  It  was  calculated  to  defeat  ita 
own  object.    Nothing  was  more  likely  to 
insure  a  continuance  of  peace,  than  an  ex* 
hibition  of  the  means  of  renewing  war 
with  vigour,  if  necessary.    There  was  no 
way  more  likely  to  prevent  attack  than  to 
show  that  there  existed  the  power  of  im- 
mediately rebelling  it.     Among  other  ar* 
guments  that  had  been  urged  to  imprest 
on  their  lordships  the  inexpediency  of 
keeping  up  a  large  military  force  was  thia 
— >that  if  a  principal  object  of  doing  so 
was  to  preserve  the  internal  tranquillity  of 
the  country,  to  the  attainment  of  that  ob« 
ject  the  militia  were  perfectly  competent* 
But  if  it  wasintendedin  its  constitution  that 
the  militia  should  be  competent  to  this 
purpose,  it  was  very  astonishing  that  the 
character  of  the  militia  should  make  it  im- 
possible to  render  it  available  to  that  pur- 
pose, as  it  was  well  known  that  in  peao» 
It  could  be  embodied  only  for  a  limhad 
time. 

Various  misrepresentations  had  taken 
place  on  the  subject  of  the  military  esta- 
blishments. He  would  notice  one  which 
related  to  their  expense.  This  expense 
the  noble  marquis  liad  contended  waa 
enormous,  in  comparison  with  the  military 
establishments  of  former  periods :  and,  ia 
support  of  this  argument,  the  noble  mar- 
quis had  detailed  the  expense  of  the  mili- 
tary establishments  of  this  country  durioff 
a  long  series  of  years,  commencing  witE 
the  year  1759,  and  ending  with  the  year 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens.  But,  in  doing  this,  tne  noble 
marquis  had  failed  to  advert  to  the  differ- 
ence in  the  pay  of  the  soldier  and  in  the 
expense  of  maintaining  him  since  the  pe- 
riod which  he  had  quoted.  This  was  a 
wonderful  omission.  The  fact  was,  that 
the  pay  was  doubled.    The  dead  ezpeqsey 
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(as  th^  were  termed),  independently  of 
•ay  expense  of  the  army  itself;  amounted 
to  two  roillions  annually ;  and  if  at  that 
moment  the  whole  of  the  regular  army 
were  to  he  disbanded— -if  not  a  single  red 
coat  were  to  be  seen  from  one  extremity 
of  die  empire  to  the  other — our  military 
expenditure,  including  th^  pensions,  dre. 
wonld,  nevertheless,  be  equal  to  the  mili- 
tary expenditure  in  lord  Chatham's  war. 
When,  therefore,  the  noble  maronis  com- 
pared things,  between  which  no  fair  com- 
parison codd  possibly  be  instituted,  it 
was  something  liJke  triflmg  with  die  House. 
He  hod  thought  it  neceiiary  to  touch 
ibos  generally  on  the  question  of  our  mi- 
litary establishments,   reserring   himself 
'fi>r  more  minute  obsenradons  when  the 
aubiect  should  be  distincdy  under  their 
lordships'  consideration*    He  would  pro- 
ceed to  make  some  remarks  dt  a  more 
Sardcular  nature  on  the  other  topics  Intro- 
uoed  by  the  noble  duke  and  the  noble 
marquis.    And,  first,  with  respect  to  Ire- 
land.   It  had  been  argued,  that  the  situ^ 
ftUon  of  Ireland  iras  a  it  sul^ect  for  in- 
quiry by  the  proposed  committee  on  the 
state  of  the  natio^    Now,  really  if  the 
aitnatjon  of  Irelana  was  such  as  it  had 
been  represented  to  be,  the  proper  course 
would  be  to  more  for  a  committee  on  the 
state  of  Ireland  alone,  and  not  to  divert 
their  lordships'  attention  from  that  very 
Important  suoiect,  by  mingling  it  with  the 
very  comprehensive    afihirs    that  would 
come  under  their  consideration  in  a  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  nation.    The 
more  completely  the  noble  lords  proved 
that  the  situation  of  Ireland  Was  such  as 
to    require    parliamentary    investigation, 
the  more  completely  they  proved  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  referred  to  such  a  com- 
mittee as  that  now  propoied.    If  the  situ- 
ation of  Ireland  required  their  lordships 
attendon,  it  certidhly  reouired  their  undi- 
vided attention.     And  oefore  any  such 
inquiry  were  entered  into,  it  would  be 
most  imident  to  guard  A^nst  raising  ex- 
pectadons  of  a  beneficiaf  result  that  must 
oe  eventually  disappointed.     It    would 
be  most  desind>le  to  know  what  would  be 
the  precise  measures   objected  'to,  and 
what  would  be  the  precise  measures  pro- 
posed in  such  a  committee,  in  order  that 
their  lordships  might  avoid  the  apprehen- 
sion of  going  into  an  invesdgadon,  out  of 
which  ttiey  would  feel  diat  they  must 
come  without  having  been  enabled   to 
adopt  any  proposition  of  an  advantageous 
tmeiicy.     Was  catholic  enumci^OBj 


one  of  the  topics  which  the  noble  lords 
would  recommend  to  be  discussed  in  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  nation  ?  This 
was  B  very  important  qucsdon.    It  had 
already  been  mq|uent]y  debated  by  their 
lordships.     It  might  be  so  again;   and 
that  certainly  in  a  form  much  more  con- 
venient than  by  unidng  it  to  subjects  with 
which  it  had  no  natural  connexion ;  such 
as  our.  military  establishments,  or  our  fo- 
reign  reladons.  ,  Whenever  the  noble 
duke,  or  the  noble  marquis,  or  any  other 
noble  lord,  chose  to  make  a  modon  on  the 
subject,  it  was  perfectly  competent  to  him 
to  00  so;  but  tliat  to  which  he  objected 
was,  the  appointment  of  a  committee  for 
a  general  purpose,  in  order  to  discuss  in 
that  committee  this  pardcuhv  conMera- 
tlon.    Was  the  question  of  dthes  in  Ire- 
land one  of  those  subjects  into  which  it 
was  proposed  thisjcommittee  on  the  state 
of  toe  nation  should  inquire?     Surely 
this  was  a  topic  their  lor^nhips  would  un- 
willingly  discuss,  unless  they  entertained 
a  confident  hope  of  arriving  at  some  sound 
concliisk)n.    When  the  state  of  Irdand, 
and  when  the  nature  of  these  tithes  and 
of  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
them  were  considered,  be  was  persuaded 
their  lordships  would  think  with  him,  that 
to  raise  a  question  with  respect  to  them 
without  the  assurance  of  being  enabled  to 
adopt  some  very  satisfactory  measures, 
would  be  the  most  pernicious  course  that 
could  be  adopted.    And  what  expectation 
could  their  lordships  at  that  time  rationally 
entertain  of  the  successful  issue  of  an  in- 
quiry of  that  kind  ?    The  noble  duke  had 
himself  steted,  that  when  he  was  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  the  subject  of 'tithes 
was  the  one  which  was  the  most  frequent- 
ly on  his  mind,  that  it  was  the  one  which 
he  was  most  anxious  if  possible  to  adjust, 
and  even  that  at  one  period  he  entertained 
the  most  sanguine  expectations  with  res- 
pect to  It;  but  that  notwithstanding  all 
his  attention,  notwithstanding  all  his  soli- 
citude, notwithstanding  all  his  hopes,  he 
found  it  impracticable  to  devise  any  mea- 
sure that  in  his  opinion' would  remedy  the 
existing  evils.     If,  therefore,  the  noble 
duke,  with  all  the  advantages  which  his 
high  station  had  given  him,  with  all  the 
means  of  extensive  informadon  which  he 
possessed,  with  all  his  disposidon  on  the 
subject,  had  been  unable  to  effect  the  de* 
sired  object,  surely  thehr  lordships  would 
be  cautious  how  they  approached  it,  and 
how,  with  so  litde  prospect  of  a  fortunate 
resulli  they  atvred  a  questioDi  the  agitata 
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lion  of  which,  if  noUiing  effectual  could 
be  accomplished,  might  be  productive  of 
much  serious  mischief. 

He  would  next  advert  to  the  military 
force  of  25,000  mcn«  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  maintain  in  Ireland.  The  noble 
duke  had  contended  that  this  force  was 
unnecessary,  and  that  it  was  treating  Ire- 
land like  a  conquered  country.  Any  one 
who  had  for  the  first  time  heard  the  argu- 
ments on  this  subject  would  conceive  that 
this  was  a  new  proposition— -that  it  was 
somethaig  very  extravagant,  to  which  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  not  at  all  accus- 
tomed. What  were  the  facts  ?  there  had 
been  maintained  in  Ireland  for  the  last  ten 
years  a  military  force  (including  militia) 
of  40,000  men.  Hiis  force  had  been  kept 
up  during  the  time  that  the  noble  duke 
was  lord  lieutenant  of  that  country.  The 
present  proposition  of  hi»<- majesty's  go- 
vernment was — not  to  maintain  the  same 
force  in  peace  as  in  war,  but  to  reduce 
that  force  by  15,000  men — to  reduce  it 
to  25,000.  After  having  maintained  so 
large  a  force  in  Ireland  for  so  man}'  years, 
was  there  any  thing  in  this  proposal  of  a 
reduction  calculated  to  awaken  the  sus- 
picion of  parliament?  Was  there  any 
thing  in  it  tliat  showed  the  condition  oif 
Ireland  was  becoming  so  much  worse  as 
to  render  it  expedient  for  their  lordships 
to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
nation,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
that  condition  ?  The  argument  derivea 
from  the  circumstance  of  our  having  been 
at  war  during  the  time  that  40,000  troops 
were  maintained  in  Ireland,  was  very 
much  weakened  by  the  consideration,  that 
they  were  not  used  in  such  a  way  as  to 
evince  that  they  were  intended  to  resist 
any  external  attack.  Instead  of  being 
kept  in  masses,  as  in  that  case  they  would 
have  been,  they  were  actually  divided  into 
ioO  stations ;  and  thus  parcelled  out  with 
no  other  object  than  to  aid  the  civil  power 
by  enforcing  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
and  by  protecting  the  magistrates  who 
were  engaged  in  that  execution.  In  the 
year  1814,  at  which  time  we  were  at 
peace,  except  with  America  (from  which 
country  no  mvasion  of  Ireland  was  to  be 
dreaded),  this  force  of  40>000  men  was  in 
Ireland.  The  subject  was  distinctly 
brought  under  their  lordships'  considera- 
tion ;  for,  in  order  to  maintain  that  force 
to  the  full  amount,  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  up  the  militia,  and  the  question 
arose,  whether  that  militia,  which  was 
called  out  in  war>  could  l^^y  be  kept 


up  in  peace.  That  question  was  discussed 
by  their  lordships.  The  justification  urged 
by  his  majesty's  ministers  for  keeping  up 
the  militia  was,  that  the  force  which  he 
had  mentioned  was  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace  in  Ireland.  Their 
lordships  had  the  whole  case  before  them, 
with  all  its  bearings  and  circumstances; 
and  they  agreed  that  the  necessity  justi- 
fied the  keeping  up  in  time  of  peace  that 
militia  whicli  had  been  called  out  in  time 
of  war.  All  this  plainly  proved,  that  it 
was  no  new  system  that  was  proposed  re- 
garding Ireland.  The  system  of  which 
the  proposed  plan  was  a  modification,  had 
existed  for  many  years ;  and,  having 
existed  for  many  years,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  the  wisdom  of  that  suggestion, 
which,  in  the  very  first  year  of  peace, 
would  abruptly  dissolve  the  whole  force 
in  the  country. 

He  would  proceed  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations on  another  topic  which  had 
been  dwelt  upon  with  much  emphasis  on 
the  present  occasion— he  meant  the  great 
and  undeniable  agricultural  distresses; 
the  existence  of  which  had  been  assigned 
as  an  additional  reason  for  their  lordships 
to  ffo  into  a  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
lyitioD.  He  could  assure  their  lordships^ 
that  he  had  not  the  slightest  disposition  to 
under-rate  the  extent  of  those  distresses. 
But  he  must  say,  that  he  did  nol  tliink 
their  reference  to  a  committee  on  the 
state  of  the  nation  would  be  the  best  mode 
of  treating  them.  It  was  notorious,  that 
no  war  had  ever  terminated  without  occa- 
sioning distresses  of  this  description.  It 
was  notorious,  that  after  the  close  of  the 
war  in  1763,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war 
in  1782,  similar  distresses  had  occurred ; 
and,  therefore,  the  existing  distresses, 
however  they  might  excite  f£grct,  ought 
not  to  occasion  surprise,  llie  natural 
effect  of  all  wars,  by  preventing  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  produce  was,  to  in- 
crease the  demand  for  domestic  When 
the  war  ceased,  the  increased  demand 
ceased  with  it.  In  proportion  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  war  was  the  embarrassment 
felt.  In  a  short  war,  the  increased  de- 
mand being  but  partial,  the  distress  on  its 
cession  was  partial.  In  a  protracted  war, 
the  increased  demand  becoming  general, 
the  distress  on  its  cessation  was  general. 
Beginning  with  the  occupiers  of  the  land, 
it  gradually  spread  itself  to  those  who 
were  directly,  and  afterwards  to  those 
who  were  indirectly,  connected  with  them. 
A  greet  cause  of  the  preieot  distress 
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amoD^  those  connected  with  the  a^icul- 
tural  interests  was  to  be  found  in  the  re- 
duced demand  for  Uie  army  and  navy. 
In  18 IS,  the  amount  of  the  victualh'ng  of 
the  army  and  navy  for  Great  Britain  was 
two  millions — for  Ireland  it  was  one  mil- 
lion. In  addition  to  this  Uiere  was  the 
naintenance  of  the  prisoners  of  war, 
amounting  to  near  a  million ;  &o  that  at 
that  time  there  was  a  domestic  demand 
for  four  millions  of  British  produce.  In 
181S  that  demand  fell  to  less  than  two 
millions.  Was  not  this  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  great  efiect  on  those  who  were 
exposed  to  the  fluctuation  ?  and  the  iden- 
tical persons,  namely,  the  occupiers  of 
land,  who  were  the  first  gainers  by  any 
increase  in  the  demand  for  their  produce, 
were  of  course  the  first  losers  by  any  di- 
minution in  that  demand.  In  addition  to 
this  there  were  other  circumstances  which 
combined  to  produce  the  distresses  m 
question.  There  were  two  reasons  for 
the  reduction  of  prices ;  Uie  diminution  of 
demand,  and  the  increase  of  supply.  Now 
in  the  year  1814,  there  had  been  large 
importations  from  France  and  other  coun- 
tries, and  the  produce  thus  imported  was 
disposed  of  in  this  country,  at  a  rate  which 
undersold  the  native,  not  because  w^ 
wanted  the  foreign  produce,  but  because 
the  foreigner  wanted  our  money.  For  his 
own  part,  he  doubted  whether  before  the 
lapse  of  a  twelvemonth  this  evil  would  not 
be  remedied.  He  believed  that  this  coun- 
try produced  at  present  not  more  than 
the  demand-^perhaps  less.  If  so,  in  a 
short  time  the  supply  would  not  be  equal 
to  the  demand.  The  consequence  of  that 
would  be  an  increase  of  price,  and  the 
consequence  of  that  again  would  be  an 
increase  of  cultivation ;  until  at  length  the 
demand  and  the  supply  would  be  equa- 
lized. The  only  very  injurious  efiect  which 
the  taxes  had  on  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  was,  that,  in  some  degree,  they 
diminished  the  demand  for  the  produce. 
But  he  could  by  no  means  allow,  that  in 
this  respect  the  agricultural  distresses  of 
the  present  period  were  so  severe  as  those 
of  former  periods.  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  persuaded  that  the  present  agricultu- 
ral dbtresses,  after  a  war  of  twenty-one 
years,  were  not  so  great  as  the  agricultu- 
ral distresses  had  been  after  a  war  of  five, 
and  a  war  of  seven  years.  There  was  one 
▼ery  material  difference  in  the  cases.  In 
17SS  the  distresses  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terest were  very  great,  and  they  had  this 
etrcumstance  of  a^ravation^  that  addi- 
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tional  taxes  to  the  amount  of  a  million 
were  imposed  at  the  very  time  those  dis- 
tresses were  the  most  felt.  In  1763, 
under  similar  circumstances,  additional 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  200,00a(.,  chiefly 
bearing  on  the  agricultural  interest,  were 
imposed.  What  was  the  case  at  present  ? 
That  the  country  would  pay  in  the  next 
year  seven  millions,  or  seven  millions  and 
halfp  or  near  eight  millions,  less  than  it 
had  done  the  year  before !  Was  not  this  a 
marked  feature  of  distinction  between  the 
cases  ?  In  the  two  first  instances,  taxation 
was  increased ;  in  the  last,  taxation  was 
diminished.  The  agricultural  interest 
next  year  would  have  three  millions  less 
to  pay  out  of  their  pockets  than  they  had 
the  year  before.  The  three  millions 
which  the  agricultural  interest  would  have 
to  pay  less  in  the  next  year  was  three- 
fourths  of  the  whole  revenue  of  one  of  the 
periods  to  which  he  had  alluded ;  and  the 
eight  millions  which  the  country  at  large 
would  pay  less,  was  equal  to  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  other  period.  The  noble 
marquis  opposite  mieht  say  that  this  com* 
parison  of  sums,  the  relative  value  of 
which  at  different  periods  was  very  dif- 
ferent, was  unfair ;  but  that  was  the  mode 
which  the  noble  marquis  had  chosen  to 
adopt  in  comparing  the  military  expendi- 
ture of  different  periods.  If  the  noble 
marquis  was  right  in  the  one  case,  then 
he  (earl  Bathurst)  was  right  in  the  other. 
He  would  not  trouble  their  lordships  any 
further ;  but  would  sit  down  with  the  firm 
conviction  that  they  would  not  acquiesce 
in  the  proposition  made  by  the  noble 
duke. 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  reprobated  the 
doctrine,  that  parliament  must  not  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  nation  because  it 
would  show  a  distrust  of  ministers,  and 
take  tlie  task  out  of  their  hands.  Minis- 
ters !  What  had  they  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion ?  Had  ministers  been  able  to  discover 
that  any  distresses  existed  ?  What  did 
they  do  on  the  very  first  day  of  the  ses- 
sion ?  Had  they  in  their  own  persons  ex- 
pressed, or  had  they  recommended  the 
Prince  Regent  to  express  a  sense  of  the 
distresses  of  the  country,  and  a  determi- 
nation to  take  into  consideration  the  best 
means  of  relieving  them  ?  No  ;  but  they 
had  promised  to  visit  those  distresses 
with  continued  taxation  and  a  standing 
army.  When  such  magnificent  expecta- 
tions were  held  out  by  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters, it  was  very  proper  indeed  to  refuse  a 
parliamentary  mquiry !  In  truths  the  argu* 
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ments  just  urged  by  the  noble  earl  aeainst 
inquiry  at  the  present  momenty  would  be 
equally  applicable  against  inquiry  at  any 
time.  With  respect  to  what  were  called 
the  agncultuml  distresses,  but  whibh,  in 
fact  were  general  distresses^  pervadhig 
ever^r  class  and  description  of  the  com- 
munity, enough  had  been  stated  to  show 
that  their  lordships  ought  to  go  into  a 
committee  on  the  subject,  even  if  their 
inquiries  with  a  view  to  a  remedy  should 
be  fruitless.  In  his  opinion »  one  of  the 
great  causes  oi  the  present  distresses  had 
been  the  depreciated  currency.  A  great 
portion  of  that  currency,  with  which  Uiose 
concerned  with  agriculture  had  the>  most 
to  do,  had  been  the  issue  of  private  bankff. 
This  bubble,  while  the  breeze  lasted, 
floated  gaily  on  the  surface  of  the  stream, 
but  when  the  favouring  gale  ceased,  the 
bubble  burst,  and  general  calamity  ensued. 
Notwithstanding  the  reluctance  expressed 
by  his  majesty's  ministers,  on  every  occa- 
sion, to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the 
portentous  military  establishments,  it  was 
a  subject  so  important  in  a  constitutional 
and  political  point  of  view,  so  connected 
with  our  financial  concerns,  and  the  force 
was  so  disproportionate  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  times,  that  he  should  feel  Uiat  he 
failed  in  his  duty  if  he  abstained  from 
making  a  few  comments  upon  it.  And 
first  with  respect  to  the  assertion,  that  we 
ought  to  maintain  a  commanding  military 
attitude  in  Europe.  How  did  it  happen 
to  escape  those  who  made  that  assertion, 
that  the  most  fortunate  times  of  our  inter- 
ference in  the  continent  was,  when  he  had 
done  so  without  departing  from  our  insular 
policy,  and  without  keeping  up  a  standing 
army  in  time  of  peace  r  It  ought  also  to 
be  recollected^  that  in  the  last  war  the 
military  powers  on  the  continent,  to  whose 
system  it  was  now  considered  so  desirable 
to  approximate,  had  all  been  broken  up, 
while  the  armies  of  Great  Britain,  oriei- 
nally  the  least  military  power  of  all  the 
contending  nations,  had  rapidly  grown  up, 
and  had  never  been  seriously  injured.— 
Did  it  not  occur  to  the  noble  lords  oppo- 
nte,  that  if  we  wished  to  maintain  our 
present  proud  attitude,  we  could  not  do  it 
better  than  by  returning  to  the  good  old 
policy  of  our  ancestors  ?  That  policy  had 
produc^  those  splendid  resuiU,  which 
ambellished  every  page  of  our  national 
history;  and  when  lie  looked  back  upon 
those  results,  was  he  not  justified  in  as- 
auming,  that  one  great  cause  of  the  supe- 
rior character  of  the  British  army  arose 


from  the  circumstance  that  it  was  called 
out  oqkf  in  a  time  of  danger,  that  it  sprung 
from  the  bosom  of  the  people,  and  that 
when  the  danger  was  over,  it  returned 
again  to  the  bosom  of  the  people?  Id 
time  of  peace  we  kept  up  no  great  army, 
but  we  cherished  the  spirit  of  a  ereat  na- 
tion, which  was  always  capable  of  produc- 
ing a  great  army^— With  respect  to  tha 
dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  large 
military  establishments,  he  would  defy  the 
noble  fords  opposite  to  produce  a  single 
instance  in  ancient  or  modern  history,  of 
a  great  standing  army  beine  co-existent 
wiUi  a  free  constitution,  in  which  the  con- 
stitution did  not  perish.  If  it  was  to  be 
contended  that  the  republics  and  free 
states  of  antiquity  did  not  understand  the 
nature  of  liberty  so  well  as  we  did,  ho 
would  bid  them  look  to  the  history  d 
modem  times.  Let  them  revert  back  to  the 
feudal  periods,  when,  upon  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war,  the  nobility  marched  at  the 
head  of  their  feudal  vassals ;  from  the  mo- 
ment that  system  ceased,  and  standing 
armies  took  its  place,  there  was  an  end  of 
liberty.  Let  them  even  remember  the 
transactions  in  our  country  during  the 
civil  wars.  There  were  then,  indeed,  two 
armies  opposed  to  each  other ;  but  in  the 
end  one  of  them  gained  the  ascendancy, 
and  became  a  standing  army.  What  was 
the  consequence  ?  It  was  not  long  before 
military  committees  were  formed  to  trans- 
act the  business  of  the  state ;  it  was  not 
long  before  a  body  of  soldiers  removed 
firom  the  House  of  Commons  a  bauble 
similar  to  that  now  on  the  woolsack ;  it 
was  not  long  before  that  standing  army 
elected  its  own  general  to  the  office  of 
chief  magistrate  of  the  country.  And  yet 
they  were  to  be  told,  that  no  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  a  standing  army 
in  modern  times.  As  to  the  loyalty  and 
honour  of  the  British  army,  no  one  thought 
more  highly  of  them  than  he  did ;  but  he 
could  not  think  they  would  do  well  if  they 
trusted  their  liberties  to  the  guardianship 
of  that  army.  Our  ancestors  never  actea 
80,  .and  he  was  contented  to  follow  their 
example.  He  would  venture  to  assert, 
that  ix  we  continued  to  confine  our  troops 
in  barracks,  thus  separating  them  from  the 
great  body  of  the  citizens,  if  we  trained 
up  our  officers  in  military  schools  and 
establishments,  and  if  we  had  military 
clubs  for  them  exclusively  to  associate  to- 
gether, the  army  of  England  would  no 
longer  be  a  part  of  the  people  of  England, 
any  more  than  the  army  of  Russia  wai  a 
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part  of  the  people  of  Russia.  The  noble 
earl  then  contended,  that  even  if  parlia- 
ment were  to  concede  to  ministers  the 
large  military  establishments  they  required, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  raise  from  the 
country,  in  its  present  exhausted  condi- 
tion, the  means  of  paying  such  a  force. 
He  entreated  the  House,  therefore,  to  do 
its  duty,  called  upon  as  it  was  by  tlie 
British  public,  and  not  to  abstain  from 
going  into  the  inquiry,  because  it  might, 
and  certainly  would  be  laborious.  He 
trusted  their  lordships  would  not  shrink 
from  the  task,  but  continue  to  inquire 
into  the  distresses  and  difiBculties  ot  the 
country  until  they  could  find  some  better 
remedy  for  them  than  a  standing  army  and 
increased  taxation. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  ridiculed  the 
idea  which  seemed  to  be  entertained,  that 
our  liberties  and  the  constitution  were 
seriously  endangered  by  the  maintenance 
of  such  a  force  as  it  was  now  proposed 
to  keep  up  ;  and  contended,  that  in 
point  of  fact  it  was  a  much  less  efficient 
army,  in  the  proportion  of  what  it  had  to 
do,  than  the  army  of  1791.  With  respect 
to  the  army  in  France,  that  had  been 
sanctioned  by  treaty  and  approved  by 
parliament,  and  the  army  of  India  had 
also  been  approved  by  parliament.  The 
25,000  men  for  Ireland,  it  was  admitted 
by  all,  were  necessary  for  the  tranquillity 
of  that  country  under  its  present  cir- 
cumstances. The  propriety  of  the  in- 
creased force  intended  to  be  maintained 
in  Canada,  no  one  would  dispute  who 
considered  the  extended  population  and 
the  extended  cultivation  of  that  territory, 
or  who  reflected  upon  the  military  spirit 
shown  by  its  neighbours.  It  should  be 
remembered,  also,  that  it  was  often  im- 
possible, for  months  together,  to  send  out 
any  reinforcements  to  that  possession, 
however  much  they  might  be  needed  on 
any  great  emergency.  As  to  the  com- 
parisons that  had  been  made  between  the 
peace  establishment  now  proposed,  and 
that  which  had  been  kept  up  at  any  former 
period,  the  only  question  for  parliament 
to  consider  was,  what  the  necessities  of 
the  present  time  required  ;  and  upon  that 
principle  he  was  willing  that  the  measure 
should  be  tried.  For  himself,  he  believed 
the  necessity  to  be  fairly  made  out  by  his 
majesty's  mmisters,  and  therefore  the  ex- 
tent of  military  force  required,  ought  to  be 
granted.  He  did  not  mean  to  trouble  the 
House  with  any  observations  upon  the 
acknowledged  distresses  under  which  tlie 


country  laboured,  but  he  wished  to  re- 
mark, that  the  return  of  peace,  atUT  a 
long  and  expensive  war,  always  produced 
a  revulsion,  which,  for  a  time,  necessarily 
occasioned  much  difficulty  and  embarrass- 
ment. If  the  noble  lords  opposite  would 
only  refer  to  any  period  of  our  history 
they  would  find  that  to  have  beea  inva- 
riably the  case.  He  should  certainly  vote 
against  going  into  the  committee,  because 
he  did  not  conceive  that  it  coulJ  produce 
any  real  benefit  to  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  Darnley  supported  the 
motion.  He  understood  it  had  been  said 
by  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  that 
the  people  of  England  manifested  an 
ignorant  impatience  for  a  relaxation  of 
taxation.  Tiie  reason  of  their  impatience, 
to  which  such  an  ungracious  epithet  had 
been  affixed,  was  perfectly  clear  and  plain : 
af\er  having  made  exertions  which  all 
allowed  to  be  unexampled  in  the  history 
of  this  country,  and  perhaps  of  the  world, 
they  now  found  themselves,  in  conse- 
quence of  those  exertions  in  a  situation'  of 
great  and  universal  distress.  If  the  House 
of  Commons  were  occupied  day  after  day 
with  receiving  and  canvassing  petitions 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  should  it  be 
said  that  the  House  of  Lords  alone  refused 
to  take  the  distresses  of  the  country  into 
consideration  ?  The  subject  of  our  mili- 
tary establishments  properly  did  not, 
perhaps,  come  before  the  House  at  pre« 
sent,  but  he  could  not  help  taking  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  protesting  against 
the  military  spirit,  which  was  now  but  too 
prevalent,  and  which  was  so  alarming  to 
every  lover  of  our  constitution.  While  no 
interest  seemed  to  be  taken  in  our  naval 
affiiirs,  the  taste  for  a  military  spirit  was 
growing  on  us  every  day.  It  was  utterly 
impossible  in  the  nature  of  things,  that 
the  finances  of  the  country  could  bear 
such  an  enormous  establishment.  With 
respect  to  the  mode  of  levying  the  tax  on 
property,  if  it  were  rcall}'  a  tax  on  pro- 
perty, and  not  on  income^-if  it  were 
necessary— if  it  were  for  o  season  of  war, 
something  might  be  conceded  ;  at  present 
he  must  put  it  to  the  House,  whether  it 
was  necessary  to  press  on  the  country  so 
odious  and  inquisitorial  an  impost. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  shortly  replied. 
He  lamented  that  he  had  not  been  able  to 
do  more  justice  to  the  grave  and  important 
subject  to  which  he  had  directed  the 
attention  of  their  lordships,  and  thanked 
his  noble  friends  for  the  very  able  support 
which  they  had  given  him.  The  arguments 
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of  the  noble  lorck  opposite  had  only 
confirmed  the  necessity  of  making  the 
inquiry;  but  he  confessed  he  had  not 
anticipated  the  charge  which  a  noble  earl 
had  introduced  with  his  speech.  That 
noble  lord  had  seemed  to  think,  that  he 
wished  to  have  a  large  military  force  in 
Ireland,  in  order  to  quell  the  discontented 
spirit  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  that 
country  ;  but  he  never  meant  to  cast  such 
a  reflection  on  so  respectable  and  loyal  a 
body  of  his  majesty's  subjects.  At  the 
same  time,  however,  he  could  not  forbear 
to  express  his  opinion,  that  the  repeated 
rejection  of  their  petitions  to  the  legis- 
lature had  engendered  many  disorders, 
and  tended  very  much  to  aggravate  the 
disquiet  and  dissatisfaction  which  so  un- 
happily prevailed  in  that  part  of  the  king- 
dom. Ihe  noble  earl  had  passed  great 
encomiums  on  the  present  local  govern- 
ment, and  he  was  ready  to  allow^  that 
they  were  fully  entitled  to  his  praise.  He 
cheerfully  acknowledged,  that  a  man  of 
more  liberal  principles,  of  greater  integrity 
and  justice,  or  of  a  more  kind  and  bene- 
volent mind,  than  the  lord  lieutenant  did 
not  exist.  The  chief  secretary  had  also 
dbne  much  to  conciliate  the  affections  of 
the  people,  and  had  rendered  the  most 
important  services,  by  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  system  of  education  which 
he  was  exerting  himself  to  establish^ 
making  no  distinctions  whatever  between 
Catholics  and  Protestants,  but  extending 
its  influence  equally  to  the  poor  of  both 
denominations.  But  allowing  that  all  this, 
and  even  more,  had  been  accomplished 
by  the  local  government,  was  it  not  an 
additional  argument  for  going  into  an  in- 
quiry ?  For  if  the  people  of  Ireland, 
having  derived  all  these  advantages,  were 
still  dissatisfied  and  unquiet,  it  was  obvious 
that  there  must  bo  something  radically 
wrong  in  the  state  of  society  there,  or 
something  radically  wrong  in  the  local 
government.  For  his  own  part,  he  never 
meant,  as  had  been  charged  to  him,  to 
calumniate  the  Irish  character ;  he  had 
lived  among  them,  and  loved  them  for 
their  generous  hearts  and  tempers.  He 
would  not  trouble  the  House  with  any 
additional  observations,  but  content  him- 
self with  repeating,  that  the  question  had 
been  most  ably  discussed  by  his  noble 
friends,  and  that  the  arguments  on  the 
other  side  were  altogether  in  favour  of  the 
inquiry. 

Lord  Lynedochy  in  consequence  of  an 
allusion  by  a  noble  earl  below  him»  to 
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what  was  named  the  military  club,  which 
he  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the 
military  spirit  of  the  capital,  wished  to 
say  a  few  words  respecting  that  insti- 
tution. In  another  place  a  misrepresen- 
tation had  been  made,  without  anv  inten- 
tioOi  he  had'  no  doubt,  on  that  subject. 
It  had  been  said  that  this  institution  was 
so  favoured  by  an  illustrious  person,  who 
from  his  exalted  station  he  durst  hardly 
name  in  that  House,  and  by  another  illus- 
trious person,  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
distinguished  for  his  impartiality  in  that 
high  ofiice— and  when  he  named  this 
individual,  this  was  suflicient  to  convince 
their  lordships  that  the  charge  could  not 
be  true— that  there  was  such  a  systematic 
design  of  supporting  this  club  by  undue 
influence  entertained  in  a  certain  quarter, 
that  every  interest  was  used  to  induce 
officers  to  become  members  of  it ;  and  not 
only  that,  but  that  returns  of  the  persona 
who  acceded,  and  those  who  refused, 
were  made  out  and  transmitted  to  the 
quarter  in  question.  From  his  situation 
as  one  of  the  committee  of  tins  club,  he 
knew  there  was  no  authority  for  the 
statement ;  but  he  had  considered  it  hia 
duty,  besides  to  make  every  inquiry  into 
the  subject,  and  could  assure  the  House 
there  was  not  the  slightest  foundation  for 
the  imputation  against  the  illustrious  per- 
sonages to  whom  he  had  alluded.  No 
such  returns  had  ever  been  made  out. 
He  rose  to  correct  this  error  which  had 
been  adopted  also  by  the  most  respectable 
newspapers,  coming  as  it  did,  recom- 
mendea  to  the  House  with  all  the 
eloquence  of  that  respectable  person  by 
whom  the  subject  had  been  first  brought 
before  the  public.  He  said  he  would 
give  his  support  to  the  motion  of  the 
noble  duke.  With  regard  to  the  war  he 
gave  his  majesty's  ministers  every  credit 
for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  had 
conducted  it  to  such  a  prosperous  con- 
clusion; and  in  voting  for  the  present 
motion,  he  did  not  do  so  from  any  want 
of  confidence  in  them,  but  from  a  con- 
viction, that  from  the  difficulties  in  which 
the  country  was  involved,  such  an  inquiry 
was  an  imperious  duty. 

Their  lordships  then  divided  upon  the 
duke  of  Bedford's  motion : 
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The  bishop  of  Norwich  paired  oif  for  the 
Contents  witn  the  bishop  ot  Chichester. 
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Petitions  against  the  Property 
Tax.]  Petitions  against  the  property 
tax  were  presented  from  Castle  Douglas, 
the  county  of  Surrey,  Chertsey,  Falkirk, 
Brighthelmstone,  Colchester,  Henley  on 
Thames,  Berwick,  Nottingham,  Hay, 
Manchester,  Duffield  and  Forfar. 

Mr.  Holme  Sumner  presented  the  peti- 
tion against  the  renewal  of  the  property 
taxf  which,  he  laid,  had  been  adopted  at 
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a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Surrey,'  called  by  the  high  sheriff,  and 
numerously  and  most  respectably  attended. 
The  petitioners  stated,  that  they  had  as  yet 
seen  no  symptoms  of  the  economy  held 
out  as  necessary  for  the  country  in  the 
speech  from  the  throne ;  and  complained 
of  the  great  standing  army  proposed  to  be 
kept  up  in  time  of  peace.  It  would  be 
domff  injustice  to  the  petitioners  if  it  was 
not  fairly  and  fully  admitted,  that  a  most 
res|iectful  and  impartial  hearing  was  given 
to  all  parties  at  tne  meet'me  in  question ; 
and  that  after  a  free  and  Tair  discussion, 
the  result  was,  that  an  infinitely  great 
majority  concurred  in  adopting  the  present 
petition.  While  he  difl^red  in  opinion 
with  the  petitioners  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  measures  which  they  recommended, 
he  could  not  however  but  feel  pleasure  in 
presenting  a  petition  so  respectably  signed. 

Mr.  S.  Thornton  lamented  that  he  had, 
from  severe  indisposition,  been  obliged  to 
absent  himsdf  from  his  duty  in  the  House, 
and  to  apply  a  week  ago  for  leave  of  absence. 
He  had,  from  the  same  cause,  been  unable 
to  attend  the  county  meeting  of  Surrey ; 
but,  having  looked  over  the  petition,  he 
must  bear  his  testimony  to  the  weight  and 
respectability  of  the  signatures. 

Mr.  Western  presented  the  petition 
a^nst  the  property  tax  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  Colchester.  He  said  the  peti- 
tioners concluded  the  prayer  of  their 
petition,  by  entreating  the  House  to  reject 
any  proposition  for  the  renewal  of  that 
oppressive  and  detested  measure,  under 
any  modification  whatever.  The  inhabi- 
tants were  convened  by  the  mayor,  to 
take  the  subject  into  consideration.  The 
meeting  was  very  numerous  and  respect- 
able, and  the  petition  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Lord  Binning  presented  the  petition 
from  the  farmers  of^the  county  of  Berwick, 
against  the  property  tax,  and  praying,  if 
the  tax  should  nevertheless  be  renewed, 
that  some  modification  should  be  intro- 
duced in  favour  of  the  tenant.  He  cer- 
tainly differed  from  the  petitioners  in  opi- 
nion, but  he  was  not  the  less  anxious  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  high  respectability 
of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  John  Smith  presented  a  petition  from 
the  town  of  Nottingham,  signed,  he  said, 
by  upwards  of  4000  persons.  The  petitioners 
complained  of  the  oppressive  and  inquisi- 
torial tax  on  income,  particularly  as  they 
had  been  led  to  expect,  that  after  the 
heavy  burthens  they  had  suffered  during 
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the  war,  they  shoald  now  be  able  to  reap 
the  blessings  of  peace,  without  the  impost* 
tion  of  the  war  taxes.  The  petitioners 
regarded  with  indignation  the  quibble 
which  had  been  resorted  to  by  the  minis- 
ter ;  and  on  that  subject  the  hon.  member 
conceived  that  his  constituents  had  a  right 
to  complain,  because  a  universal  sentiment 
prevailed  throughout  the  country,  that  the 
property  tax  was  a  measure  only  to  be 
imposed  in  time  of  war.  As  to  the  omis- 
sion of  the  words,  **  and  no  longer,''  for 
his  part  he  was  perfectly  unacquainted 
with  the  fact  that  they  had  been  left  out 
of  the  last  act.  He  was  sorry  he  did  not 
now  see  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
in  his  place,  as  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  say 
that  during  the  whole  course  of  his  parlia- 
mentary duties,  he  never  felt  more  sur- 
prised or  concerned  than  when  he  heard 
the  statement  of  that  right  hon.  gentleman. 
There  was  a  part  of  the  petition,  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  as  being  a 
fact  of  a  novel  description,  and  mentioned 
in  very  few  petitions  which  had  yet  been 
presented.  The  petitioners  complained 
that  at  the  very  moment  that  the  country 
was  exposed  to  these  inquisitorial  measures 
and  weighed  down  by  the  load  of  taxation 
— >at  that  very  instant^  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters had  thought  fit  to  excuse  the  pay- 
ment of  a  very  large  debt  due  to  this 
country  by  one  of  the  foreign  powers.  It 
did  appear  that  the  noble  lord  had  not 
insisted  upon  the  pa3rment  of  this  loan, 
and  he  conceived  that  it  was  too  much  to 
be  endured,  that  the  people  should  be 
oppressed  and  borne  down  with  taxation, 
and  that  foreigners  should  be  the  object 
of  the  relief  to  be  afforded.  The  very 
extravagant  military  establishment  to  be 
supported  during  the  time  of  profound 
peace,  was  also  complained  of  by  the  peti- 
tioners, and  the  hon.  member  could  assure 
the  House,  that  his  constituents  had  paid 
the  minutest  attention  to  this  subject  as 
well  as  that  of  the  finances :  they  expressly 
complained  of  the  excess  in  the  civil  list : 
they  did  not  place  any  reliance  in  the  idle 
professions  of  the  ministers,  but  they  did 
relj^  on  the  attention  of  parliament  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  rights  and  their  liber- 
ties. 

Lord  RancUffe  could  not  help  taking 
this  opportunity  of  remarking  upon  what 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord  over  the 
way  (lord  Castlereagh)  last  night  in  the 
course  of  his  speech^  as  it  appeared  to  him 
a  most  extraordhiary  thing  toat  die  conti- 


nuance of  this  tax  should  bring  prosperity 
to  the  country.  How  this  coula  be  main- 
tained he  had  not  the  smallest  conception ; 
but  he  would  recommend  to  that  noble 
lord  to  go  round  the  country,  and  be  an 
eye-witness  to  the  misery  that  there 
existed,  and  not  be  contented  with  merely 
surveying  the  outside  of  the  habitations  of 
the  poor  wretches,  but  enter  the  houses 
and  judge  for  himself,  if  he  would  not 
believe  the  statements  contained  in  the 
petitions.  With  respect  to  the  pledge 
given  to  the  House  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  he  would  recall  to  the  me- 
mory of  hon.  members  what  had  been 
asserted  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer in  his  speech  in  1809,  completely 
contradicting  all  the  statements  which  had 
been  now  made.  In  that  speech  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  declared  that  no  one  pro- 
posed to  continue  this  tax  in  time  of  peace« 
not  even  as  an  annual  grant.  This  was  a 
curious  fact  when  contrasted  with  the 
speeches  which  had  been  lately  made  on 
the  subject  of  this  odious  measure. 

General  Matthexv  said,  he  had  hitherto 
avoided  expressing  his  sentiments  on  the 
subject  of  the  property  tax,  wishing  first 
to  see  whether  any  of  his  hon.  countrymen 
would  take  any  part  in  support  of  that  tax ; 
but  he  was  glaa  to  find  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  ministers,  none  of  his  coun- 
trymen had  taken  any  part  in  favour  of  sa 
odious  and  detestable  a  measure.  He  had 
seen  in  the  public  prints  what  he  consi- 
dered as  a  libel  on  his  countrymen.  It 
had  been  stated  that  ministers  could  not 
possibly  get  a  majority  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Irish  members,  his  country- 
men, who,  for  the  sake  of  the  exemption 
with  respect  to  Ireland,  were  to  enable 
them  to  cram  the  tax  down  the  throats  of 
the  English.  His  countrymen,  he  was 
sure,  would  never  lend  themselves  to  assist 
in  cramming  down  the  throats  of  any 
people  a  tax  which  they  were  not  ready 
to  share  with  them.  He  was  sorry  tosay^ 
however,  that  this  had  already  had  a  great 
effect  on  the  public  mind  in  England 
against  his  countrymen.  He  was  sorry  he 
had  not  been  present  in  the  House  when 
the  petition  from  the  county  of  Surrey 
was  presented,  as  he  had  seen  m  an  account 
of  the  proceedings  at  Epsom,  that,  when 
a  worthy  and  most  respected  friend  of  his 
(Mr.  Denison)  did  say  something  in  favour 
of  the  Irish,  and  of  that  country  which  from 
having  given  birth  to  that  distinguished 
general  the  duke  of  Wellington,  whenever 
Its  name  was  mentioned,  was  usually  fol- 
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lowed  by  acclamations,  the  meeting  re- 
ceived that  compliment  with  groans  and 
hisses.  This  was  a  question  altogether 
Tlnglish,  and  did  not  anect  the  Irish.  He 
thought  they  were  called  on  in  liberality 
not  to   take  any  share  whatever  in  the 

?iuestion.  He  had  heard  it  said,  that  the 
irish  members  were  deeply  interested  in 
shifting  the  burthens  from  their  own 
shoulders  to  the  shoulders  of  the  English ; 
and  many  hon.  gentlemen  thought  the 
Irish  members  had  no  right  to  vote  on  the 
subject.  As,  however,  they  had  the  mis- 
fortune of  being  brought  over  here  con- 
trary to  their  own  will,  their  own  interest* 
and  the  interest  of  their  nation,  they  could 
not  in  fairness  be  precluded  from  voting 
on  all  questions  before  the  House.  The 
Union  was  the  source  of  all  the  misfor- 
tunes and  distresses  which  had  befallen  his 
i^ountry,  and  unless  it  was  repealed  this 
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Manchester  was  double  that  of  Glasgow. 
The  statement  in  question  had  tlierefore 
been  made  with  a  total  absence  of  all' 
knowledge  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Fremantle  stated,  that  at  the  Sur- 
rey meeting  the  compliment  paid  to  Ire- 
land, instead  of  being  received  with  groans 
and  hisses,  was  warmly  applauded. 

General  Maiihew  expressed  his  satis- 
faction at  finding  the  occurrence  in  ques- 
tion had  not  taken  place.  . 

Colonel  fVood  presented  a  petition 
from  the  town  of  Hay  against  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  taxes  during  peace 
and  lar^e  military  establishments.  Breck- 
nockshire in  general  was,  he  said,  more 
interested  in  the  repeal  of  the  malt  tax 
than  the  property  tax,  and  he  cotild  have 
wished  that  the  subject  of  the  malt  tax 
had  been  discussed  previous  to  the  pro- 
perty tax,  for  if  the  latter  should  be  re* 


§reat  empire  would  be  shaken  to  its  fbun-  .  jected  they  would  have    no    chance  of 
ation.    So  long  as  the  Iritih  representa-    getting  rid  of  the  malt  tax.    The  farmers 


lives,  staid  here,  they  certainly  had  a  right 
to  vote,  but  he  thought  in  common  with 
many  of  his  countrymen  within  these  walls, 
that  on  the  present  occasion,  interested  as 
they  were,  they  ought  to  wave  their  right ; 
and  as  they  were  obliged  to  remain  l^re, 
at  least  for  the  present,  it  would  be  better 
to  coRciliate  than  to  irritate  the  people  of 
England.  This  odious  tax  could  not  be 
carried  without  the  assistance  of  the  Irish 
members.  The  Irish  nation  hated  tyranny 
and  oppression  too  much  to  assist  m  sub- 
jecting otliers  to  it.  And  what  could  this 
tax  be  caUed  but  tyrannical  and  oppres- 
sive ?  If  his  countrymen  did  not  vote 
against  the  tax,  he  thought  they  ought 
not  to  vote  at  all. 

Mr.  Fifilay  wished  to  set  the  House 
right  with  respect  to  a  statement  made 
last  night  wlien  the  petitions  from  Glasgow 
"Were  presented.  It  had  been  said,  that 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  the  city  of 
Glasgow  more  particularly,  paid  less  than 
their  share  of  the  property  tax  ;  and  that 
the  propeity  tax  paid  by  diem  did  not 
amount  to  so  much  as  their  house  tax. 
He  tlioucht  it  right  to  state,  that  in  Scot- 
land, at  least  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  the 
people  paid  as  much  in  proportion  -  to 
their  metlns  as  in  London,  or  in  any  other 
part  of  England.  It  was  only  necessary 
tor  him,  in  support  of  this  averment,  to 
mention  that  the  proportion  of  the  tax 
paid  by  persons  engaged  in  trade  and 
manufactures,  ^-c.  in  Glasgow,  amounted 
to  double  the  sum  raised  from  the  same 
uclass  in  Manchester,  though  the  trade  of 
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of  Brecknockshire  suffered  greater  incon- 
venience from  the  tax  on  agricultural 
horses  than  from  the  property  tax.  In- 
deed the  amount  of  property  tax  paid  by 
them  was  Jess  than  their  horse  taxes. 
Though  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was 
against  all  war  taxes,  he  thought  it  right 
to  state  that  he  believed  the  property  tax 
was  more  particularly  meant.  The  hon. 
member  expressed  himself  as  being  en- 
tirely in  favour  botli  of  the  property  ta^^ 
and  the  army  estimates :  the  one,  because 
he  conceived  there  were  many  other 
taxes,  which,  if  taken  off,  would  afford 
much  more  relief  to  the  poor;  and  the 
other,  because  he  considered  the  military 
establishment  not  as  a  permanent  measure, 
but  as  an  intermediate  establishment  be- 
tween war  and  peace. 

Sir  Charles  Morgan  said,  that  the  dis* 
tress  of  the  county  of  Brecknock  was  so 
great,  that  it  was  impossible  the  farmers 
could  pay  the  property  tax,  without  selling 
off  their  stock.  He  had  supported  the 
military  establishments  through  confi- 
dence in  the  ministers  who  had  brought 
the  war  to  a  glorious  termination,  and  on 
them  was  the  responsibility  of  those  esta- 
blishments. He  had  also  voted  against 
the  reduction  of  the  household  troops,  not 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  necessary 
for  parade  or  show,  but  because  they  had 
nobly  distinguished  themselves  in  war  by 
invincible  courage.  They  had  also  shown 
such  moderation  when  called  on  to  sup- 
port the  civil  power,  that  we  had  nothing 
to  feat  for  our  constitutloo. 
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Lord  Stanley  said,  he  had  to  present  a 
petition,  very  numerously  signed,  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Man- 
chester and  Salford,  against  the  income  or 
property  tax  and  the  existence  of  a  large 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  The 
petitioners  also  pressed  on  the  House  the 
necesiiity  of  rigid  economy  in  the  whole 
administration  of  the  state,  and  especially 
Che  abolition  of  useless  and  sinecure 
places.  lie  completely  concurred  with 
the  petitioners  in  their  reprobation  of  the 
continuance  of  the  property  tax,  because 
it  was  fully  understood  in  the  course  of  the 
debates  last  year,  that  it  should  not  be 
continued  in  time  of  peace,  and  because 
It  was  impossible  that  it  could  be  carried 
into  execution,  without  being  injurious  to 
commerce  and  to  private  honour,  by  a 
minute  investigation  of  the  concerns  of 
individuals.  lie  also  concurred  in  the 
opinion  of  the  petitioners  as  to  tlie  large 
standing  army  now  kept  up ;  the  existence 
of  whidi  was  hostile  to  the  true  interests 
of  the  constitution,  by  the  vast  increase 
of  the  influence  of  the  Crown  over  the 
many  persons  connected  with  the  military 
establishments.  The  most  comprehensive 
system  of  economy  should  be  boldly  ex- 
tended, not  only  to  this,  but  to  all  other 
branches  of  public  expenditure,  and  more 
especially  to  that  part  of  public  expense, 
which  was  looked  to  with  universal  dis- 
taste by  the  country,  the  sums  applied  to 
the  gratification  of  royal  caprice.  He 
hoped  they  should  hear  no  more  of  that 
squanderous  and  lavish  profusion  which, 
in  a  certain  quarter,  resembled  more  the 
pomp  and  magnificence  of  a  Persian 
satrap,  seated  in  all  the  splendour  of 
oriental  state,  than  the  sober  dignity  of  a 
British  prince,  seated  in  the  bosom  of  his 
subjects.  He  also  hoped  Uiey  would 
hear  no  more  of  expenditures  on  thatched 
cottages,  that  were  hardly  fit  for  princes 
in  the  best  days  of  this  country,  but  which 
were  in  these  times  a  mockory  upon  public 
reduction.  A  great  source  of  saving 
would  be  found  m  the  reduction  of  those 
offices,  now  executed  by  two  or  more  in- 
dividuals. For  instance,  'there  were  two 
postmasters-general,  of  whom  one  had 
long  been  employed  abroad  as  an  ambas- 
sador. Yet  there  had  been  no  difficulty 
or  deficiency  in  the  duties  of  that  depart- 
ment, which  proved  that  the  place  of  one 
of  these  paymasters  was  useless*  As  to 
the  petition  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  he 
did  not  present  it  as  the  petition  of  the 
whole  towns  of  Manchester  and  Salford, 


because  the  borough-reeves  of  those 
towns  had  refused  to  call  a  general  meet- 
ing. A  requisition  had  been  sent  to  these 
magistrates,  requiring  them  to  call  a  meet- 
ing oh  the  subject,  signed  by  some  of  the 
most  respectable  persons  in  the  town,  but 
a  counter-requisition  had  been  sent  to  the 
borough-reeves,  and  though  this  counter- 
requisition  was  not  so  numerously  signed 
as  the  requisition,  they  had  refused  to  call 
a  meeting.  The  petition  had  been  agreed 
on  subsequently  at  a  meeting  convened 
without  tho  sanction  of  the  magistrates, 
and  could  only  be  taken  as  the  petition  of 
the  individuals  who  signed  it.  The  num- 
ber of  signatures  would  have  been  greater, 
if  a  sheet  had  not  been  cancelled,  on  which 
two  or  three  names  had  incautiously  been 
admitted,  which  it  was  not  thought  proper 
should  be  allowed  to  remain.  On  the 
sheet  so  cancelled,  were  some  hundreds  of 
unexceptionable  signatures. 

Mr.  Philips  said,  he  could  give  the 
House  a  more  detailed  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  petition  had  been 
adopted,  from  information  which  he  could 
not  doubt.  A  requisition  had  been  sent 
to  the  borough-reeves,  signed  by  120  in- 
habitants. Now,  it  had  been  usual  in  the 
town  of  Manchester,  when  the  adoption 
of  any  measure  unpleasant  to  the  existing 
administration  was  apprehended,  to  quash 
the  proceedings  at  the  outset,  by  a  coun- 
ter-requisition more  numerously  signed 
than  tne  requisition.  In  the  present  in- 
stance other  means  had  been  resorted  to. 
In  the  first  meeting  of  the  requisitiom'sta 
with  the  magistrates,  a  fatal  objection  was 
urged  against  the  requisition  of  the  same 
description.  The  requisition  desired  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  **  of  the  towns 
of  Manchester,  Salford,  and  their  vicinity  ;*' 
which  was  the  usual  form  in  which  meet- 
ings were  called  together  at  Manchester. 
The  magistrate,  however,  said  that  the 
word  vianity  rendered  the  requisition  of 
no  avail.  Another  requisition  was  imme- 
diately drawn  up  and  signed  by  120  per- 
sons. No  answer  was  given  to  this  paper, 
till  afler  three  days  the  counter-requisi- 
tionists,  who  had  been  incessantly  busy  in 
obtaining  signatures,  presented  their  coun- 
ter requisition  with  111  names.  It  wa^ 
not  in  the  power  of  the  magistrates  to  re- 
fuse the  meeting,  on  the  ground  that  the 
counter-requisition  was  more  numerously 
signed.  What,  then,  was  the  pretence  to 
which  they  resorted  ?  They  said  that  they 
would  not  call  a  meeting  **  because  the 
subject  had  already  b^u  much  discussed 
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in  the  House  of  Coinmon8»  and  the^  had 
no  doubt  it  would  be  maturely  considered 
without   the    interference    of  petitions, 
which  could  be  attended  with  no  beneficial 
result  whatever."     There  could  be  no  se- 
verer libel  than  this  on  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  it  included  a  supposition 
that  they  paid  no  attention  to  the  petitions 
of  the  people.    On  this  pretence,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  majority  oi  the  inhabitants, 
had  these  magistrates  refused  to  call  a 
meeting,  and  done  all  in  their  power  to 
prevent  the  subject  from  exercising  his 
constitutional  right  of  petitioning.      A 
number  of  the  inhabitants  had,  however, 
called  a  meeting,  and  the  petition  in  the 
hand  of  his  noble  friend  was  unanimously 
resolved  upon.    At  that  meeting  two  of 
the  magistrates  had  attended,  one  of  whom 
said,  he  had  been  adverse  to  the  refusal 
of  a  town  meeting,  but  he  had  conceived 
himself  bound  by  the  majority.    The  se- 
cret of  the  want  of  unanimity  in  the  town 
was,  that  if  there  was  a  town  which  most 
dreaded  the  effects  of  the  threats  of  the 
diancellor  of  the  exchequer,  it  was  Man- 
chester.   The  taxes  with  which  the  coun- 
try had  been  threatened  last  year  if  the 
income  tax  had  not  been  continued,  would 
have  pressed  on  many  individuals  in  that 
town  more  heavily  than  an  income  tax  of 
10  per  cent    The  petition  was,  neverdie- 
less,  now  signed  by  1600  persons,  though 
500  names  bad  been  cancelled  on  account 
of  the  introduction,  by  want  of  caution  or 
excess  of  zeal,  of  the  names  of  some  boys. 
The  petition  was  adopted  on  .Thursday, 
and  sent  off  on  Friday  ;   it  being  thought 
necessary  to  send  it  off  thus  early.     It 
would  otherwise  have  been  signed  by  as 
many  thousands  as  there  were  hundreds 
at  present.     The  commercial  distress  at 
Manchester  was  in  direct  contradiction  to 
the  description  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  given  in  the  speech  fi-om   the 
throne.     Where  was  this  prosperity  to  be 
found  ?  not  among  the  commercial  classes 
—not  among  the  manufacturing  classes— 
certainly   not  amon?  the    agriculturists. 
This  prosperity,  in  short,  was  to  be  found 
among  none  but  men  in  office  ;  and  if  the 
picture  had  been  drawn  by  ministers  from 
«  view  of  their  own  small  class,  it  was 
correct ;  for  while  all  prices  had  fallen, 
their  salaries  had  remained    the  same. 
There  was  no  trust  to  be  put  in  the  pro- 
mises of  economy,  which  had  been  put 
forth  by  ministers.  The  household  troops, 
which  were  twice   the  expense  of  other 
troopS|  were  kept  up  to  an  unexampled 


amount,  and  the  whole  expenditure  was 
on  sudi  a  scale  of  extravagance,  that  they 
seemed  deluded  by  their  own  false  state- 
ments as  to  the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom. 
So  thoughtlessly  had  the  ministers  distri- 
buted the  treasure  of  the  country,  that  the 
states  of  Wirtemberg  had  made  a  repre- 
sentation to  their  king,  the  object  of  which 
was,  that  the  subsidy  paid  by  us  to  Wir- 
temberg should  be  applied  to  the  relief  of 
the  distresses  of  that  country.  The  sub- 
sidies to  Brunswick  and  Hanover  had  been 
much  greater  than  that  to  Wirtemberg, 
and  formed  premiums  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  that  military  spirit  which  our 
ministers  affected  so  much  to  lament. 
After  the  enormous  grant  of  last  year,  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  debt  on  the  civil  list, 
what  regard  to  economy  was  proved  by 
the  excess  of  277,000/.  which  was  now 
laid  before  the  House  ?  Every  impartial 
man  would  see  that  the  property  tax  was 
required,  not  by  the  necessities  of  the 
country,  but  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
lavish  expenditure.  He  could  not  abstain 
from  imputing  to  ministers  a  disposition 
to  extravagance ;  and  the  tax,  if  granted 
by  the  House,  would  tend  to  encourage 
tnat  disposition.  By  this  inipost,  property 
was  often  taxc^  when  it  affbrdeci  no  in- 
come ;  and  the  class  of  persons  who  were 
least  able  to  pay,  namely,  small  trades- 
men, were  induced  to  pay  more  than  they 
were  obliged  by  law  to  contribute,  for  the 
purpose  of  saving  their  credit.  He  hoped 
the  landholders  would  not  be  deluded  by 
the  indulgence  which  it  was  said  would  be 
extended  to  them ;  for  if  the  tax  was  once 
fixed  on  the  rest  of  the  community,  their 
necks  might  soon  again  be  bent  under  the 
yoke. 

Lord  CastUrcaeh  said,  he  did  not  blame 
the  wide  range  taken  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  had  spoken  last,  but  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  considered  that  all  the  argu- 
ments in  that  and  similar  speeches  were 
unanswerable,  because  they  were  not  im- 
mediately answered.  He  wished  to  speak 
merely  at  present  of  the  misconception  of 
the  hon.  member,  as  to  the  subsidy  to 
Wirtemberg..  That  subsidy  was  at  the 
rate  of  1 1/.  2«.  a  man  on  the  force  brought 
into  the  field  by  that  power.  That  sura, 
far  from  being  more  than  what  was  neces- 
sary to  bring  a  man  into  the  field,  was 
only  a  fourth  or  fifth  part  of  that  expense. 
It  was  true  that  the  states  of  Wirtemberg 
might  require  this  sum  to  be  applied  to 
the  relief  of  their  burthens,  if  they  had 
before  provided  for  the  whole  expense  of 
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that  force.  In  this  country  a  military 
force  could  not  be  brought  into  the  field 
under  8(V.  or  100/.  a  man.  On  the  con- 
tinent the  cheapest  rate  wa8  40/.  or  50/.  a 
man.  There  was  no  distinction  between 
the  sum  paid  to  Hanover  and  Brunswick 
and  the  other  powers,  on  their  contingent, 
but  we  had  thought  it  economical  to  take 
entirely  into  our  pay  an  additional  num- 
ber of  the  troops  of  those  nations  to  com- 
plete our  own  contingent.  Ue  hoped 
therefore,  that  as  it  was  found  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  been  so  mistaken  in  one 
point,  that  it  would  not  be  thought  that 
the  rest  of  his  arguments  were  inex- 
pugnable. The  hon.  member  had  chosen 
to  set  up  his  own  judgment  against  the 
judgment  of  the  House,  on  the  question 
of  the  military  force,  but  it  was  too  much 
to  assume  facts  which  were  quite  in- 
correct. 

Mr.  Philips  explained.  It  was  appa- 
rent from  the  proceedings  of  the  states  of 
Wirtemberg,  that  they  had  been  able  to 
bring  their  troops  into  the  field  without 
our  aid.  The  subsidy,  therefore,  had  not 
been  required  by  necessity,  but  had  been 
given  because  it  was  thought  more  essen- 
tial to  alleviate  the  burthens  of  the  people 
of  Germany  than  those  of  the  people  of 
England. 

Lord  Castlereagh  explained,  that  the 
larger  powers  of  the  continent,  in  addition 
to  the  force  paid  for  in  part  by  us,  had 
sent  twice  that  number  into  the  neld. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  the  advantaf^e 
of  the  debates  which  took  place  on  the 
petitions  was  evident,  notwithstanding  the 
objections  so  often  made  to  them.  What 
was  the  substance  of  the  noble  lord's  ob- 
jection to  them  on  the  present  occasion  ? 
Among  many  statements  perfectly  unan* 
swerable,  his  hon.  firiend  had  advanced  a 
proposition  which  was  founded  on  an  erro- 
neous calculation ;  bat  the  noble  lord  had 
been  able  immediately  to  refute  this  error, 
and  he  would  have  been  also  at  liberty  to 
refute  the  other  statements  of  his  hon. 
friend,  if  they  had  not  been  so  firmly 
grounded  thtft  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  noble  lord  to  shake  them. 

Sir  Walter  Stirling  thought  that  the 
property  tax,  with  proper  modifications, 
might  be  tolerated  for  two  years. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  any  tax  af- 
fecting, as  this  did,  the  manufactures  of 
the  country,  was  a  most  unfortunate  mea- 
sure. The  mischief  felt  by  it  was  inde- 
scribable;  and  he  would  suggest,  that 
whatever  measure  was  deemed  necessary 


to  extricate  us  from  the  state  of  things 
created  by  a  long  war,  it  should  be  one 
calculated  to  take  as  little  as  possible  from 
the  pocket  of  the  manufacturer,  after  the 
burthens  which  he  had  borne  in  support 
of  the  war.  The  greatest  hatred  had  for- 
merly existed  towards  this  tax  in  the  town 
of  Manchester ;  and  if  the  inhabitants  were 
less  hostile  to  it  now,  it  must  have  beea 
from  weigh^  reasons  which  they  had  re- 
ceived, or  from  the  fear  of  some  taxes 
more  oppressive  to  them  individually. 
The  property  tax  was  most  oppressive  to 
the  poor  as  well  as  to  the  rich,  for  it  pre- 
vented them  from  obtaining  employment, 
and  no  worse  mode  could  be  adopted  of 
raising  money. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  agreed  with  his  noble  friend  (lord  Cas- 
tlereagh), that  all  the  assertions  advanced 
in  these  Rebates  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  were  not  to  be  taken  for  proved, 
because  they  were  for  the  moment  uncon- 
tradicted. He  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
with  regard  to  the  excess  of  the  civil  list, 
as  to  which  an  hon.  gentleman  had  been 
mistaken.  By  casting  his  eye  on  the  ab- 
stract of  the  civil  list  accounts,  the  hon. 
member  would  have  seen  that  the  only 
branch  of  the  civil  list  in  which  there  had 
been  any  excess,  either  over  the  estimates 
of  the  last  year,  or  the  average  of  the  two 
first  years  of  the  regency,  was  the  diplo- 
matic establishment,  in  which,  as  well  in 
consequence  of  our  negociations  all  over 
Europe,  as  from  the  additional  allowances 
to  ambassadors  recommended  by  the  last 
civil  list  committee,  there  had  been  an 
increase.  The  other  branches,  viz.  the 
expense  of  the  royal  family,  and  the  al- 
lowances to  the  judges,  did  not  exceed 
the  average  of  1812  and  1813,  or  the  es- 
timates of  last  year.  The  excess  in  the 
diplomatic  branch  of  the  civil  list  had,  of 
course,  nothing  to  do  with  the  regal 
splendor  or  expenses.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman,  reverting  to  the  observations 
of  sir  Robert  Feel,  on  the  effects  of  the 
property  tax  upon  the  manufacturers,  con- 
tended that  they  were  affected  by  it  less 
than  any  other  classes  of  the  community. 
He  referred  to  the  general  statements,  to 
show  what  proportion  of  these  persons 
paid  to  the  tax,  and  asserted,  that  there 
was  no  class  on  which  it  fell  so  severely  as 
on  the  higher  orders  of  society.  The 
House  had  been  told,  that  the  continuance 
of  the  tax  would  be  a  conspiracy  of  the 
rich  against  the  poor.  He  would  say,  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  rejection  of  this  tas 
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would  be  very  miich  of  this  descripCioDy 
as  it  would  throw  upon  the  poor  a  bur- 
then which  they  would  otherwise  avoid. 
If  the  tax  should  take  place,  the  imposi- 
tion upon  the  poorer  dashes  would  be  as 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing ;  but  no  other 
tax  could  be  substituted  which  would  not 
materially  affect  them.  The  very  circum- 
stance of  this  tax  falling  on  persons  of 
great  incomes  only,  showed  that  the 
|>oorer  classes  were  entirely  exempt  from 
lU  Whether  it  were  wanted  for  the  pur- 
poses of  winding  up  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  or  for  any  other  occasion,  he  would 
persist  that  there  was  no  tax  so  advanta- 
geous. He  was  willing  to  state  in  the 
preamble  of  the  bill  that  this  was  the  ob- 
ject of  it,  and  to  limit  its  duration  to  two 
years.  He  wasnot  ashamed  to  say,  notwith- 
standing the  repeated  assertions  of  gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  side,  that  no  parlia- 
mentary pledge  had  been  given  last  year 
for  the  annihilation  of  the  tax.  It  was  a 
l>ledge  no  member  of  this  House,  no  mi- 
nister of  the  Crown,  not  any  body  of  mi- 
nisters could  give.  The  interests  of  par- 
liament were  inseparable  from  those  of 
the  country,  and  was  it  consistent  with 
those  interests  for  any  minister  to  pledge 
himself  that  he  would  not  do  this  or  that, 
provided  he  afterwards  saw  it  necessary  ? 
He  trusted  that  this  declaration  would  sa- 
tisfy the  House;  and  he  would  asain 
enter  his  protest  against  the  supposition, 
that  because  he  and  his  friends  declined 
answering  any  particular  question  put  to 
theiba,  their  silence  was  to  be  considered 
as  an  acquiescence  in  the  truth  of  what 
was  asserted. 

Mr.  Brougham  wished  to  know  whether 
the  excess  of  277»000/.  arose  from  the  de- 
ficiency >of  last  year,  or  from  the  debts  of 
former  years  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  the  sum  of  530,000/.  voted  last  year, 
had  been  expended  in  paying  the  arrears 
ot'  former  years. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  it  was  certainly  im- 
possible to  pledge  parliament,  which  must 
act  on  its  own  views  of  the  immediate 
case  '^  but  he  would  say,  that  the  bearing 
of  every  speech  he  had  heard  last  year 
was,  that  the  property  tax  was  to  be  for 
one  year,  and  no  longer ;  and  so  it  was 
understood  by  the  whole  country. 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  argument  relative  to  what  was  called 
a  pledge,  had  better  be  reserved  for  ano- 
ther opportunity.  He  believed  it  was 
perfectly  understood  that  the  vote  of  the 


last  year  for  the  civil  list  was  to  discharge 
the  arrears  of  the  last  seven  years,  during 
a  great  portion  of  which  time  the  annual 
provision  was  acknowledged  to  be  inade- 
quate. 

Lord  Folkestone  observed,  that  he  could 
not  in  justice  to  his  own  feelings  and  to 
the  dignity  of  the  House,  omit  noticing 
what  had  been  lately  stated  by  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  namely,  that  no 
refusal  of  his  to  answer  was  to  be  consi- 
dered as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  truth 
of  what  was  asserted  by  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House,  llie  noble  lord  said,  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  gentlemen  oppo* 
site  never  refused  to  answer  but  when 
they  could  not  do  it.  Their  silence  was 
the  eflfect  of  inability,  not  of  inclination. 
No  man  could  witness  the  extravagance 
of  the  civil  list  without  renrobating,  in  the 
severest  terms,  the  conauct  of  all  con- 
nected with  it.  Really  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  somewhat  lu- 
dicrous, and  one  part  of  his  speech  was 
an  excellent  comment  on  the  other.  In 
one  part  of  his  speech  he  denies  the  pos- 
sibility of  any  minister  having  the  power 
of  giving  a  pledge  to  the  country  respect- 
ing any  thing,  and  yet,  with  a  singular  in- 
consistency, he  proceeded  to  tell  the  House, 
in  the  latter  end  of  that  very  speech,  that 
he  proposed  giving  a  pledge  in  his  new  act 
—[Hear,  hear!].  He  denied  the  asser- 
tion of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
that  this  tax  did  not  affect  the  manufac- 
turer. Every  man  knew  that  it  did.  Ho 
also  deprecated  the  attempt  so  often  made 
to  separate  the  interests  of  rich  and  poor. 
It  was  an  attempt  detestable  and  base  in 
the  extreme,  pregnant  with  the  most  mis- 
chievous consequences  to  the  country. 
Were  we  to  be  told  that  the  poor  were 
not  affected  by  the  tax.  Go  then  to  the 
habitations  of  such  people — see  thewretch- 
edness  they  are  at  present  labouring 
under  from  want  of  employment — see  the 
catalogue  of  crimes  swelled  to  an  unpa- 
ralleled size,  and  ask  whether  in  the  sei- 
zure of  the  rich  man's  property,  the  poor 
man  was  not  stript  of  his  all.  The  crime, 
for  example,  of  poaching,  had  increased 
to  an  extravagant  degree,  and  this,  with 
every  other  crime  which  the  poor  in- 
dustrious starving  mechanic  was  often 
driven  to  perpetrate,  was  the  baneful  con- 
sequence, not  certainly  of  the  property 
tax  alone,  but  of  the  .general  pressure  of 
taxation,  of  which  the  property  tax  was 
the  head  and  chief. 

Lord  Binning  said,  he  would  not  then 
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follow  the  noble  lord  in  hif  inquiry  into 
the  increase  of  crimes,  and  particularly 
that  of  poaching,  for  such  an  examination 
would  prove  too  extensive.  He  would, 
however,  remark  on  another  part  of  the 
noble  lord's  observations,  in  which  he  re- 
presented ministers  as  avoiding  some 
questions,  and  answering  readily  to  others. 
In  such  a  distinction,  he  conceived  that 
bis  right  hon.  friends  were  very  justifiable, 
for  not  replying  to  the  speeches  occa- 
sioned by  the  petitions  against  the  pro- 
perty tax,  which  were  only  repetitions  of 
the  same  expressions  and  the  same  senti- 
ments, night  after  night.  They  took  par- 
ticular care  to  refute  any  unfounded  as- 
sertions that  might  originate  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  For  instance,  on  the  present 
night,  one  hon.  gentleman  had  censured 
them  for  extravagance  in  their  engage- 
ments with  the  Wirtemberg  and  Hanove- 
rian troops,  and  that  misrepresentation 
had  been  immediately  refuted.  The  hon. 
member  had,  in  that  statement,  unfairly 
assumed  the  very  question  which  the  | 
House  would  have,  on  a  future  occasion, 
to  decide  on.  With  respect  to  the  pledge 
alleged  to  have  been  given  for  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  property  tax,  he  never  re- 
membered such  a  circumstance.  He 
however  felt  that  the  words  promised  to 
be  introduced  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  into  the  preamble  of  the  bill, 
intimating  that  the  tax  was  imposed  for 
two  years,  or  to  raise  12  millions,  to  wind 
up  the  arrears  of  the  war  expenditure, 
would  be  received  by  the  House  and  the 
country  as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  not  to  continue  it  lon- 
ger than  they  promised. 

Mr.  Finlay  could  not  suppress  his  asto- 
nishment at  the  unfounded  statement 
made  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
at  the  commencement  of  this  business, 
namely,  that  the  tax  was  not  oppressive 
to  manufacturers.  Indeed,  if  the  tax  was 
levied  according  to  law  it  would  not,  but 
themanner  in  which  that  law  was  enforced, 
was  ruinous  to  manufacturer  and  mechanic. 
No  argument  could  be  adduced  to  prove 
the  contrary.  With  respect  to  manufac- 
turers, it  was  well  known  that  the  law 
made  no  exception  in  their  favour,  in 
consequence  of  any  loss  they  might 
sustain  in  machinery.  Now,  it  was  well 
known  that  many  raanufacturens  were 
compelled  to  pay  when  they  were  actually 
considerable  losers.  Besides  the  tax  was 
not  on  property  but  ,on  income,  and  of 
consequence  was  the  source  of  many  evils. 

(  VOL.  XXXIII.) 


It  became  the  prelude  to  every  deliberate 
fraud  and  deceit.  He  abhorred  the  idea 
of  thus  separating  the  otherwise  indisso- 
luble interests  of  poor  and  rich,  and  con- 
tended, there  was  not  a  tradesmen  in 
London  who  earned  25  or  30  shillings  a 
week,  who  was  not  hurt  by  it.  Two 
modes  of  supplying  the  dehdency  had 
been  suggested,  one  by  borrowing,  which 
was  certainly  a  preferable  way  to  the  tax, 
as  the  people  could  more  readily  pay  three 
or  four  hundred  tliousand  a  year  than  six 
millions.  The  other  mode  was,  by  allow- 
ing the  commissioners  of  the  act  of  the 
26th  of  the  King,  respecting  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  national  debt,  to  appropriate 
part  of  that  sum.  He  denied  the  neees* 
sity  of  any  addition  being  made  to  tlie 
other  tnxcs,  should  the  one  on  property 
be  abolished.  Tlio  poor  were  labouring 
under  extreme  distress,  from  which  they 
certainly  were  entitled  to  a  little  respite. 

Mr.  Methtien  alluded  to  what  had  fallen 
from  lord  Folkestone  relative  to  the  in- 
creased extent  of  poaching.  lie  acceded 
altogether  to  the  sentiments  of  the  noble 
lord,  and  thought  that  taxation  induced 
pauperism,  pauperism  poaching,  and  that 
poaching  was  one  of  the  greatest  prac- 
tical evils ;  for  persons  went  armed  through 
the  country,  in  defiance  of  the  laws.  Could 
a  greater  evil  exist  than  not  to  be  able  to 
sleep  in  one's  bed  in  peace,  for  fear  of  the 
outrages  which  gangs  of  poachers,  of 
more  than  20  in  number,  might  be  induced 
to  commit  ? 

Mr.  Forbes  sM^  the  conduct  of  ministers 
was  somewhat  like  that  of  two  persons  on 
a  road,  one  of  whom  carried  a  heavy 
burthen,  which  he  wished  to  lay  down  and 
obtain  a  little  rest.  No,  says  his  neigh- 
bour, you  must  go  on  though  you  should 
sink,  as  when  you  come  on  two  miles 
further,  your  journey  will  be  over.  The 
voice  of  the  country  was  at  present  di- 
rected against  the  tax,  and  no  wonder, 
when  its  horrid  nature  was  considered. 
The  people  had  made  numberless  sacri- 
fices; they  had  patiently  borne  many  ills; 
and  was  it  not  consonant  to  common 
sense,  that  their  feelings  should  be  roused 
when  they  saw  no  end  to  their  hardships  ? 
He  trusted  that  the  country  would  still 
persevere.  He  hoped,  from  the  senti- 
ments already  expressed  in  the  House, 
and  the  numerous  petitions  presented, 
that  there  would  be  no  more  to  do  on 
Monday  next,  when  the  question  would 
come  before  the  House;  than  to  vote  and 
throw  it  out. 

(p) 
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Mr.  Grenfdl  repeated  what  he  had  said 
on  former  occasions,  that  as  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  only  wanted  to  raise  twelve 
millionsi  be  could  get  them  in  Tarious  ways, 
without  continuing  the  property  tax.  It 
was  a  fact  that  could  not  be  denied^  that 
the  public  had  at  that  moment  in  the 
hands  of  their  bankers,  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land, a  sum  nearly  equal  to  what  was 
required,  or  almost  twelve  millions.  There 
was  no  just  reason  to  be  given  why  this 
sum  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to.  What 
should  we  say  of  a  man  in  private  life* 
who,  having  12,000/.  lying  at  his  banker's, 
and  wanting  to  raise  that  amount,  should 
pretend  that  he  did  i)ot  know  how  to  drag 
It  out  of  his  hands?  The  comparison 
might  appear  ludicrous,  but  the  cases 
were  in  point  of  fact  the  same.  He  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  gentleman  whether  he 
was  sure,  in  the  event  of  hb  carrying  the 
measure,  that  he  would  find  that  respect- 
able and  honourable  class  of  individuals, 
the  country  raaffistrates,  ready  to  come 
forward  and  lend  themselves,  as  they  had 
hitherto  done,  to  carry  it  into  execution  ? 

Mr.  Jones  said  a  few  words  against  the 
property  tax. 

•  Mr.  Stvan  praised  ministers  for  the  zeal 
they  had  showed  in  finding  means  for 
raising  taxes;  but  he  could  not  see  on 
what  principle  they  could  apply  to  the 
bank  for  assistance  to  save  the  property 
tax.  They  had  already  taken  nine  millions 
frpm  the  bank,  and  what  with  one  arrange- 
ment or  another,  the  proprietors  of  bank 
stock  had  for  several  years  been  kept 
without  any  bonus  whatever. 

Mr.  Grenfell  expressed  his  surprise  that 
the  hon.  gentleman,  who  was  a  bank  stock 
proprietor,  should  not  have  been  better 
informed  on  the  subject.  The  public  had 
not  had  nine,  but  only  three  millions 
from  the  bank.  It  was  true  that  we  were 
to  have  three  millions  more,  and  the  bank 
had  the  modesty  to  want  us  to  pay  four 
per  cent,  for  it. 

Mr.  I'eier  Moore  said,  that  when  three 
millions  were  borrowed  from  the  bank, 
they  were  but  a  part  of  the  money  be- 
longing to  the  nation.  He  considered  the 
financial  system  of  the  country  as  base 
and  despicable  in  the  extreme.  In  every 
•department  of  that  system,  there  was  the 
grossest,  and  most  culpable  defect.  He 
had  repeatedly  stated  this  to  the  House, 
and  had  no  hesitation  in  again  saying  it 
was  the  case.  There  was  no  doubt,  one 
treasury  which  was  governed  by  the  lord 
high  treasurer,  and  five  other  lords,  but 


really  when  any  parliamentary  grant  was 
made,  there  was  actually  a  scramble 
among  the  friends  of  government  for  the 
money,  and  wherever  any  sum  was  granted 
there  was  a  treasury  there.  Thus  one 
department  became  independent  of  ana* 
ther,  each  saying,  <<  This  quota  was  mine, 
and  you  shan't  nave  one  farthing  of  it." 
He  contended,  that  the  first  lord  of  the 
treasury  should  have  all  the  charge,  as  in 
fact  he  had  all  the  responsibility.  Go- 
vernment ought  to  be  lik^  a  net,  the 
leaders  of  which  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasury.  The  system  in  which 
the  loans  from  the  bank  were  carried  on, 
was  a  system  of  fraud  and  nothing  else. 
Let  any  man  examine  the  conduct  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  he  would 
find  this  to  be  the  case,  '*  I  condition  with 
you,''  says  he,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the 
bank,  which  he  (Mr.  Moored  now  held  in 
his  hand,  <<  for  the  loan  of  tnree  millions, 
and  you  shall  keep  12  of  mine  for  two, 
three,  or  five  years."  Was  this,  in  the 
name  of  wonder,  any  thing  else  than  a 
political  bribe  to  the  bank  I  Let  the  cir- 
cumstances he  had  mentioned  be  exa- 
mined; let  this  system  of  iniquity  be 
probed  to  the  bottom,  and  the  truth 
would,  however  reluctantly,  come  out. 
When  he  looked  around  thel  House  he 
saw  many  persons  who  might  be  consi- 
dered as  treasurers  of  public  money ;  let 
them  be  narrowly  examined.  It  was  the 
duty  of  every  honest  hearted  man  to  try 
every  establishment,  and  to  search  for 
every  thing  which  might  develope  the 
truth.  He  was  ashamed  for  ministers 
when  he  considered  that  notwithstanding 
this  sum  of  12  millions  lying  dormant, 
they  chose  to  oppress  the  already  ex- 
hausted inhabitants  of  the  country.  The 
difficulties,  no  doubt,  which  the  country 
had  to  encounter  in  defraying  this  expense 
of  the  war  might  be  great,  but  he  wished 
these  difficulties  to  be  met  on  proper 
grounds,  in  a  constitutional  manner,  not 
at  the  caprice  of  any  minister  or  body  of 
ministers.  He  was  deeply  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  he 
trusted  this  would  be  an  apology  for 
having  so  long  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  House. 

Lord  Stanley  expressed  his  hope,  that 
the  effect  of  these,  and  other  petitions  that 
were  forthcoming,  would  be,  to  induce  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  withdraw  the  tax. 

The  several  petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  en  the  table. 
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Bill  for  sppectua^lt  detaikiko 
Napoleon  Buonaparte.]  hordCastle- 
rtagh  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  tiro  bills— the  one 
for  the  more  effectually  detaining  in  cus- 
tody Napoleon  Buonaparte,  and  the  other 
for  regulating  the  intercourse  with  the 
island  of  St.  Helena,  while  Buonaparte 
should  be  detained  in  that  island.  Doubts 
had  been  entertained,  whether  it  was  com-  [ 
petent  to  the  Crown  to  detain  Buonaparte 
a  prisoner  after  the  termination  of  the  war; 
of  which  doubts,  however,  be  himself  did 
not  partake ;  but  yet  the  bill  he  proposed 
was  deemed  necessary,  with  a  view  to 
remove  those  doubts.  As  to  the  justice 
and  policy  of  detaining  Buonaparte  in 
custody,  he  apprehended  that  no  doubt 
could  exist ;  and  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
proceeding,  with  reference  to  the  law  of 
nations,  he  was  fully  satisfied  of  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  the  measure.  As 
a  sovereign  prince,  we  were  warranted  in 
detaining  him,  in  consequence  of  his  breach 
of  treaty,  and  incapacity  to  afford  any  gua- 
rantee for  the  observance  of  any  treaty ; 
but  we  had  this  additional  ground  to  jus- 
tify our  conduct,  that  he  was  a  prisoner 
of  war,  who,  as  a  native  of  Corsica,  was 
a  subject  of  France,  which  power  had  de- 
clined  to  claim  his  restoration.  There- 
fore, independently  of  his  general  cha- 
racter, this  country  was  justified  in  de- 
taining this  individual  in  custody  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  nations.  But  the  cir- 
cumstance of  Buonaparte  having  with- 
drawn from  Elba,  where  he  had  pledged 
himself  by  a  solemn  treaty  to  remain,  and 
his  utter  inability  to  afford  any  assurance 
for  the  observance  of  any  engagements, 
warranted  his  detention.  Thus,  whether 
regarded  as  a  sovereign  prince,  or  a  pri- 
soner of  war,  his  detention  was  justifiable 
in  a  technical  view,  according  to  the  lav 
of  nations,  and  that  detention  was  impe- 
riously called  for  by  a  due  consideration 
for  public  safety  and  general  peace.  With 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  Buonaparte,  it 
was  proposed  to  extend  to  him  every  in- 
dulgence that  was  consistent  with  his  safe 
custody,  and  that  he  should  experience 
the  most  liberal  treatment  as  a  prisoner  of 
war.  But  it  was  material  that  the  officers 
appointed  to  superintend  his  custody 
should  be  aware  in  what  light  to  consider 
Buonaparte ;  what  opinion  they  were  to 
entertain  of  the  character  of  their  pri- 
soner. Now,  with  respect  to  the  inter- 
course of  foreign  nations  with  St.  Helena, 
the  object  of  the  second  bill  jnrhich  he 


proposed  was  to  regulate  the  execution  of 
the  measure  which  had  been  already  noti- 
fied by  government,  to  neutral  powers* 
When  these  two  bills  were  brought  in, 
gentlemen  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
considering  their  details,  and  suggesting 
any  amendments  they  might  think  proper, 
but  he  apprehended  that  their  introduc- 
tion woula  not  be  opposed. 

On  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
first  bill, 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  any  opposition  to 
this  bill ;  for  whatever  opmion  he  enter- 
tained upon  the  subject,  he  should  wish 
to  see  the  bill  before  he  delivered  it.  But 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he 
conceived  no  harm  could  result  from  the. 
measure;  he  had  no  objection  to  it  what- 
ever, as  far  as  he  could  judge  at  present; 
on  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  the  opi- 
nions about  it  must  be  almost  unanimous, 
as  far  as  related  to  the  securing  the  cus- 
tody of  Buonaparte's  person ;  and  if  any 
doubts  arose,  it  would  be  best  to  settle  it 
by  a  legislative  act.  For  whether  we  con- 
sidered Buonaparte  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
not  claimed  by  his  own  government,  or  in 
any  other  light,  we  had,  under  the  circum- 
stances which  had  occurred,  an  unques- 
tionable right  to  detain  him,  even  by  the 
law  of  nations,  without  any  act  of  parlia- 
ment. He  could  conceive  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  this  object,  coupled,  however, 
tvith  all  possible  lenity,  and  with  the  pro- 
bability of  such  a  period  being  put  to  hif 
custody,  however  remote,  as  any  state  of 
affairs,  which  could  not  now  be  contem- 
plated, might  render  necessary. 

Mr.  Forbes  asked,  whether  ft  was  in- 
tended by  the  noble  lord  to  propose  any 
compensation  to  those  settlers  or  otherj, 
who  had  property  on  the  island  of  St.  He-, 
lena,  for  the  loss  they  were  likely  to  sus- 
tain through  the  exclusion  of  the  trade  of 
neutrals  from  that  island  I 

Lord  Castlerea^k  expressed  his  belief 
that  the  persons  alluded  to  would  rather 
gain  than  lose  by  the  operation  of  the  pro-' 
posed  measures* 

Lord  Nugent  inquired  whether  Buona- 
parte was  to  be  regarded  by  the  officers 
appointed  to  superintend  his  custody,  as 
an  independent  sovereign  or  as  a  prisoner 
of  war  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied,  that  he  was 
to  be  regarded  by  those  officers  as  a  pri- 
soner of  war,  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost 
liberality. 

Mr.    Grenfell  having   supposed   Mr* 
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'Brougham  to  express  an  idea  that  the 
time  of  Buonaparte's  dc^tention  was  to  be 
limited,  and  having  asked  for  explanation, 
Mn  Brougham  expressly  denied  that  he 
had  uttered  any  such  opinion.  The  pe- 
liod  of  his  custody  he  had  particularly 
thought  was  a  question  wholly  premature. 
No  term,  he  conceived,  could  be  put  to 
it,  except  under  circumstances  which  it 
was  impossible  to  anticipate.  But  still 
this  bill  might  be  made  to  provide  for  such 
an  emergency. 

General  Matiheuo  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther general  Bertrand,  and  the  otlier  per- 
ions  who  had  accompanied  Buonaparte  to 
St.  Helena,  were  also  to  be  coosioered  as 
prisoners,  or  whether  they  were  to  be  al- 
lowed to  go  where  they  liked  ? 

The  Attorney  General  said  it  was  ob- 
vious that  the  bill  would  be  led  open  to 
any  gentleman  to  make  his  observations 
upon,  and  to  propose  any  alterations  in  it 
at  the  proper  time.  At  present,  the  hon. 
general  must  be  aware  tliat  the  measure* 
was  not  likely  to  extend  to  any  body  else 
than  Buonaparte. 

Mr.  Bennet  repeated  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  persons  in  the  suite  of  Buona- 
parte were  to  be  allowed  to  go  where 
they  pleased  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied,  that  the  cus- 
tody of  Buonaparte  was  the  object  of  the 
bill,^  and  it  certainly  was  not  in  contem- 
plation to  detain  any  body  else. 

Here  the  conversation  dropped,  and 
leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bills. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday f  March  1 3. 

Mr.  Butt's  Petition.]  On  the  re- 
sumed question  respecting  Mr.  Butt*s  pe- 
tition, 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  the 
petition  was  informal,  being  written  on 
several  sheets  of  paper,  without  a  neces- 
sary connexion  ;  but  as  he  should  be  sorry 
to  remove  its  rejection  merely  on  that 
ground,  he  wished  to  state,  that  in  its 
present  shape  the  petitioner  prayed  for  no 
legislative  relief,  but  for  proceedings  in  a 
court  of  law,  which  that  House  could  not 
origioatc.  He  therefore  thought  the  pe- 
tition could  not  be  received ;  but  it  was 
competent  for  the  petitioner,  on  being 
better  advised  as  to  the  form  of  a  petition 
to  that  House,  to  present  another.  He 
should  therefor  move,  that  the  petition  be 
rejected. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdonnne  agreed  in 


the  distinction  taken  by  the  lord  chan- 
cellor between  a  petition  praying  for  legi- 
slative relief,  and  one  praying  for  pro- 
ceedings in  a  court  of  law,  and  as  this  pe- 
tition prayed  for  the  latter,  which  that 
House  could  not  in  the  first  instance  ori- 
ginate, he  concurred  in  the  motion. 
•  The  petition  was  accordingly  rejected. 

Marriage  of  the  Prii^cess  Char- 
lotte OF  Wales.]  The  Earl  of  Liver* 
pool  gave  notice,  that  he  expected  to  re- 
ceive the  commands  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent  to  bring  down  to  the 
House  to-morrow  a  message  from  his  royal 
highness  relative  to  the  marriage  of  her 
royal  highness  the  Princess  Charlotte  of 
Wales.  The  usual  practice  on  these  oc- 
casions was  to  move  an  address  upon  the 
message  on  the  same  day  on  which  it  was 
presented,  and  he  thought  it  right,  there- 
fore, to  give  this  notice  now,  that  any 
noble  lord,  who  might  be  desirous  to  at- 
tend, might  know  that  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  bring  down  such  a  message  to 
the  House  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday^  March  13* 

Petitions  against  the  Property 
Tax.]  Petitions  against  the  Property 
Tax  were  presented  from  Barton-upon- 
H umber,  Arbroath,  Aberdeen,  Broadway, 
Suffolk,  Dumfries,  and  Blackwall. 

Mr.  Goochf  on  presenting  the  petition 
from  the  county  of  Suffolk,  observed,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  describe  the  general 
distress  of  the  landed  interest  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  He  gave  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  all  possible  credit  for  his  good 
intentions  towards  this  interest,  and  for 
his  plans  to  relieve  them  ;  but  he  really 
thought  that  he.was  not,  up  to  this  mo- 
ment aware  of  the  unparalleled  and  shock- 
ing state  of  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  he  feared  that  all  that  was  yet 
proposed  to  be  done  for  this  branch  would 
be  of  little  avail.  He  must  now  come  to 
the  most  painful  part  of  his  duty  to  his 
constituents,  which  was  to  declare  that,  in 
what  they  liad  stated  on  the  subject  of 
the  property  tax,  he  could  not  quite  agree 
with  thcni.  He  believed  that,  under  the 
present  situation  of  the  country,  no  better 
means  could  be  found  than  the  conti- 
nuance of  this  tax,  under  proper  moditi- 
cations.  He  was  sorry  for  the  inquisito- 
rial power  which  it  possessed,  but  with  all 
Its  sins  upon  its  head,  he  could  conceive 
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no  better  measure  could  be  discovered  for 
a  limited  time,  to  enable  ministers  to  wind 
up  the  expenses  of  the  war.  But  if  lie 
thought  that  they  meant  to  make  it  a  per- 
manent measure,  he  would  certainly  oppose 
it,  as  he  would  have  done  by  the  peace 
establishment,  under  a  similar  opmion. 
lie  thought,  however,  that  we  ought  not 
to  sacritice  one  atom  of  our  national  ho- 
nour and  independence,  which  these  mea- 
sures went  to  maintain.  One  reason  why 
he  should  vote  for  the  property  tax  was, 
that  he  conceived  the  taking  off  of  tho 
tenant's  tax  would  not  answer  the  purpose, 
unless  all  the  other  taxes  that  pressed 
upon  them  were  done  away.  The  taking 
off  of  the  war  malt  tax  would  be  a  much 
greater  relief  to  the  farmer ;  but  as  minis- 
ters could  not  possibly  remove  the  property 
and  the  war  malt  tax  too,  he  thought  the 
latter,  being  more  oppressive  than  the 
former,  ought  in  preference  to  be  abolish- 
ed. After  the  manner  in  which  the  peo- 
ple of  tliis  country  had  borne  the  burthens 
and  privations  of  the  war,  it  was  but  just 
that  they  should  be  entitled  to  some  ad- 
vantages from  the  peace;  and  amongst 
these  was  the  obtaining  of  good,  whole- 
some beverage,  and  the  not  being  driven  to 
drink  smuggled  spirits,  to  the  injury  of 
their  health  and  morals.  He  could  state 
that  in  that  part  of  the  country  to  which 
he  belonged,  the  farmers  were  no  longer 
able  to  allow  their  men  beer,  so  tliat  they 
were  either  obliged  to  resort  to  spirits,  to 
drink  water,  or  to  make  their  own  malt 
clandestinely. 

Sir  J,  L.  Hippisley  thought  the  hon. 
member  and  the  House  ought  to  look 
generally  at  what  tended  to  depress  the 
agricultural  interest,  and  not  attribute  tlie 
distress  to  any  one  particular  tax  more 
than  another.  Much  of  the  causes  would 
be  found  in  the  pressure  of  the  poor- 
rates,  the  church  rates,  the  tithes,  &c. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  see  it  recognised  as 
a  truism  in  that  House,  that  the  landed 
interest  was  the  only  resource  that  minis- 
ters had  to  look  to  in  time  of  war ;  an 
idea  of  this  nature  having  been  thrown 
out  by  the  hon.  member  in  the  coiuise  of 
\\is  speech. 

Mr.  Gooch  explained.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  tliat  the  landed  interest  was  the 
only  resource  of  ministers :  he  could  never 
have  entertained  such  an  idea ;  but  merely 
that  at  all  times  it  was  one  of  their  prin- 
cipal resources,  and  God  knew,  he 
wished  they  had  not  so  far  availed  them- 
selves of  it  aa  they  had  done. 


Mr.  Baring  said,  that  no  gentleman 
had  ever  been  more  unjustly  accused  of 
not  sufficiently  favouring  land,  than  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  He  in- 
deed wished  to  give  relief  to  land-owners 
at  the  expense  of  the  other  classes.  Hit 
speech,  however,  showed  that  the  induce- 
ment held  out  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  had  made  more  impression  on 
the  hon.  gentleman  than  his  cunstituentf* 
They,  it  seemed,  were  disposed  to  make 
common  cause  with  the  other  classes  re« 
specting  a  burthen  common  to  all,  which 
was  inquisitorial  to  a  degree,  and  inter- 
fered with  the  rights  and  happiness  of  the 
subject.  The  inquisitoritU  nature  of  the 
tax  was  not  felt,  indeed,  in  its  createat 
extent  by  the  landed  hitercst.  Not  bul 
they  were  troubled  now  and  then  with 
inquiries  respecting  the  value  of  lands  noC 
let,  and  in  the  proprietor's  own  hands; 
but  still  they  had  no  idea  of  the  trouble  to 
which  other  descriptions  of  people  were 
put,  in  ascertaining  the  amount  of  theis 
mcome.  He  could  not  but  congratulate 
the  House,  that  if  they  had  not  the  sup- 
port of  the  hon.  gentleuiuii,  they  had  at 
least  the  support  of  his  constituents,  who 
were  not  contented  with  a  partial  relief, 
but,  as  all  honest  men  ought  to  do,  wishecl 
that  relief  to  be  extended  to  all  classes. 
He  only  wished  to  observe  farther,  that 
the  tenant's  duty  was  not  to  be  all  taken 
off  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
A  number  of  candid  gentlemen  thought 
that  when  they  were  taking  care  of  the 
landed  interest,  all  the  other  classes  might 
be  trodden  down  at  pleasure.  But  he 
wished  to  observe,  that  the  tax  was  merely 
remitted  for  two  years,  and  therefore  if 
they  now  sanctioned  this  tax,  they  ex- 
posed the  whole  country  to  a  return  of  a 
tax  from  which  all  classes  were  now 
anxious  to  be  relieved. 

Mr.  Gooch  said,  the  present  petition 
was  signed  by  above  1500  most  respect- 
able people  ;  but  he  had  already  presented 
seven  petitions  from  Suffolk,  agreed  to  at 
meetings  convened  in  divisions  of  the 
county,  and  containing  between  5  and 
6000  signatures.  Only  one  of  these  peti- 
tions was  against  the  property  tax.  The 
others  complained  generally  of  the  oppres- 
sion of  all  taxes  [Hear,  hear!]  He  did 
not  mean  to  say,  they  did  not  include 
tinder  this  the  property  tax,  or  that  they 
did  not  even  point  particularly  to  the  pro- 
perty tax. 

Mr.  Round  was  convinced  that  minis- 
ters brought  forward  the   property  tax 
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Irom  a  just  feeling  of  iu  neceesitv,  and  no 
other  motive ;  ac^  he  had  no  doubt  that 
when  the  time  arrived,  the  House  would 
do  their  duty  in  supporting  them. 

Mr.  Aiherley  stated,  that  a  petition 
against  the  property  tax  and  a  large 
standing  army,  sifpned  by  a  number  of 
cespectable  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Southampton,  had  been  left  at  an  inn  for 
signatures.  On  Friday  last,  the  room  of 
the  inn  in  which  it  was  kept  was  forced 
open,  and  the  petition  carried  away 
[a  laugh]. 

Mr.  Roie  said,  though  the  hon.  member 
who  preceded  him  had  not  concluded  his 
apeech  with  any  motion,  in  the  absence  of 
his  jrelation  he  would  state  what  he  knew 
of  the  petition  in  question.  Three  weeks 
ago,  a  certain  number  of  persons  in 
Southampton  thought  of  calling  a  meeting 
on  the  subject  of  the  property  tax,  but 
they  could  not  hammer  out  a  requisition 
containing  a  sufficient  number  of  respect- 
able names.  They  framed  a  petition, 
however,  which  was  signed  by  20  or  SO 
lespectable  persons,  but  it  was  also  signed 

a  an  immense  number  of  paupers, 
imney-sweeps,  and  persons  of  that  de- 
acriptioD.  He  believea  when  the  gentle- 
soen  of  respectability  saw  such  a  number 
of  paupers  mixed  with  them,  they  grew 
•shamed,  and  some  of  them  must  have 
stolen  that  petition  from  the  public  house. 
Nothing  was  so  easy  as  for  tne  same  per- 
sons to  frame  another  petition— they  had 
plenty  of  time — the  mayor  said  if  they 
brought  to  him  a  proper  requisition  he 
would  at  once  call  another  meeting.  If 
the  petition  were  advertised,  and  a  reward 
offered,  he  would  cheerfully  give  twenty 
guineas  himself. 

Lord  Folkestone  denied  that  the  peti- 
tion lay  at  a  common  public-house :  it  was 
left  for  signature  at  tne  roost  respectable 
inn  in  the  place,  where  it  was  signed  by 
400  or  500  persons,  but,  on  Friday  morn- 
ing last,  the  room  that  contained  it  was 
broken  open,  and  it  was  carried  off.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman's  friends  had  given  it 
great  opposition,  but  he  did  not  attribute 
to  them  any  thing  farther. 

Mr.  Mcthuen  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  on  Monday  next,  submit  a  motion 
to  the  House  on  the  subject  of  the  salaries 
paid  to  useless  offices — especially  on  the 
subject  of  the  continuance  of  the  office  of 
third  secretary  of  state  in  time  of  peace 
[Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  that  if  the  hon.  mem- 
ber intended  to  bring  forward  a  motion 


on  the  subject  of  economy,  he  would  ad- 
vise him  to  move  for  the  order  in  council 
for  the  continuance  of  the  war  salary  of 
the  secretaries  of  the  admiralty  in  time  of 
peace. 

Mr.  Methuen  then  moved  an  address 
for  the  order  in  council  of  June,  1815, 
which  rendered  permanent  the  war  salaries 
of  the  secretaries  of  the  admiralty.— The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  had  a  petition 
to  present  from  the  seven  incorporations 
of  Dumfries  against  the  property  tax. 
This  was  the  second  petition  which  had 
been  given  him  to  present  from  the  dis- 
trict of  burghs  in  question.  It  was  hardly 
necessary  for  him  to  say  that  in  Scotland 
a  member  was  not  returned  by  one  bo- 
rough, but  by  a  number  of  boroughs,  each 
of  which  chose  an  elector.  The  district 
in  question  contained  five  boroughs,  of 
which  one  before  and  one  at  present  had 
sent  up  petitions  against  the  property  tax, 
and  not  choosing  to  deliver  them  to  their 
representative  who,  like  the  representa- 
tives of  some  other  places,  would  have 
spoken  against  the  prayer  of  his  consti- 
tuents, tl^y  had  given  it  to  him  to  pre- 
sent to  that  House.  The  petitioners 
stated  that  they  had  expected  relief  from 
the  burthens  which  they  had  borne  in 
time  of  war,  and  had  earnestly  looked  for- 
ward to  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  con- 
sequence of  the  pledge  of  economy  which 
had  been  given  in  the  Speech  from  the 
throne,  but  that  to  their  bitter  disappoint- 
ment the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters had  been  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
promise  which  they  had  given.  What 
would  these  petitioners  have  thought  if 
the  extraordinary  rumour,  to  which  he 
could  not  but  advert,  had  reached  their 
ears  before  they  had  concluded  the  prayer 
of  their  petition  about  economy?  This 
rumour  was  so  extraordinary,  that  he 
could  not  at  first  lend  it  the  least  faith. 
Notwithstanding  the  conduct  of  ministers 
since  the  commencement  of  the  session — 
notwithstanding  their  utter  disregard  of 
their  own  professions,  and  of  the  recom- 
mendation which  had  been  heard  from 
the  throne— notwithstanding  the  pledges 
they  had  broken,  and  their  eagerness  to 
adopt  every  measure  that  was  directly 
contrary  to  retrenchment  and  economy, 
he  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how 
his  majesty's  ministers  could,  in  the  face 
of  the  proceedings  going  on  in  that  House, 
and  in  the  countr}',  urging  the  most  scru- 
pulous regard  to  every  practicable  ecp* 


991]  P$Htiatu  againd  the  Property  Tax.  MakcH  13,  1816. 


[229 


nomy,  advising  reduction  in  every  depart- 
ment where  it  could  be  safely  resorted  to— - 
one  noble  raember  pointing  out  the  pro- 
priety of  abolishing  places  in  the  admiralty 
and  treasury,  proposing  that  the  business 
executed  by  six  lords  in  each  department 
should  be  done  by  four,  and  that  the  ex- 
penses which  were  paid  during  war  for 
some  extraordinary  war  services  nfight 
DOW  be  saved,  when  no  war  services  were 
required — another  noble  lord  recommend- 
ing the  abolition  of  the  third  secretary  of 
state's  office,  which  had  the  same  pretence 
for  its  creation,  and  was  now  equally  use- 
less—he was  utterly  at  a  loss,  while  these 
things  were  going  on  in  the  House,  and  tliis 
temper  was  manifesting  itself,  that  the 
ministers  of  the  Crown  could  so  insult  the 
nation,  as  not  only  to  take  measures  for 
rendering  useless  places  permanent^  but 
for  increasing  their  salaries.  But  such 
was  the  case— that  at  this  very  time,  while 
these  discussions  were  going  on,  while 
these  advices  were  pressed  with  all  the 
weight  which  public  distress  and  public 
opinion  could  give  them,  his  majesty's 
government  were  actually  employed  in 
raising  the  salaries  of  the  two  secretaries 
of  the  admiralty.  This  was  the  extraor- 
dinary rumour  to  which  he  alluded— this 
was  the  alarming  report  which  had  gone 
abroad.  Not  only  the  secretaries  of  the 
admiralty,  but  the  clerks  h'kewise,  were  to 
receive  an  increase  of  income.  At  a  time 
when  their  services  were  supposed  to  be 
diminished, — at  a  time  when  all  the  arti- 
cles of  living  were  sinking  in  price,— when 
every  thing  could  be  purchased  at  40  or 
50  per  cent,  cheaper  than  during  the  war, 
and  when  the  very  distresses  of  the  agri- 
cultural part  of  the  community  were  attri- 
buted to  the  low  price  of  provisions — at 
such  a  time  these  officers  were  to  have 
their  salaries  increased.  Upon  what  pre- 
tence could  ministers  justify  such  a  mea- 
sure, at  such  a  period,  and  in  such  cir- 
cumstances ?  He  would  state  the  circum- 
stances as  he  had  heard  them,  although 
the  fact  was  so  extraordinary  as  almost  to 
exceed  belief.  It  was  said,  that  lord 
Spencer,  in  1806,  having  recommended 
two  different  rates  of  salary  for  the  secre- 
taries of  the  navy — one  for  war,  and  the 
other  for  peace  f  the  former  of  course 
being  higher  than  the  latter)— that  recom- 
mendation was  about  to  be  carried  into 
execution  on  a  late  occasion,  when  peace 
was  established.  An  hon.  secretary  hav- 
ing  called  for  his  salary,  was  offered  it  at 
the  reduced  rate.     He  testified  disap- 


pointment, refused  to  accept  it,  and  said 
he  would,  after  a  short  time,  call  again. 
Ho  had  soon  made  the  proper  applicatioa 
in  the  proper  quarter ;  for,  before  he  re- 
turned to  make  his  demand,  an  order  in  - 
council  had  been  issued  to  give  him  his 
full  salary  on  the  war  establishment.  It 
was  to  ascertain  tlie  truth  of  this  strange 
and  almost  incredible  fact  that  the  papere 
were  moved  for,  containing  the  order  in 
council.  If  his  statement  was  not  correct, 
the  papers  would  show,  and  he  would  then 
confess  that  he  had  been  misinformed.  If 
the  truth  was  as  he  had  stated  it,  he  hoped 
some  hon.  member  of  character  and 
weight  in  the  House,  who  could  make  his 
voice  be  heard  in  defence  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,  would  interfere  and  put  a  stop 
to  that  barefaced  and  profligate  disregard 
of  economy,  to  that  prodigal  waste  or  the 
public  resources,  in  a  period  of  unexam- 
pled  distress,  for  which  the  government 
seemed  eager  te  distinguish  itself.  There 
was  no  measure  of  censure  too  great, 
there  was  no  treatment  too  severe,  for  a 
set  of  men  who  acted  in  so  unjustifiable 
and  profligate  a  manner. 

Sir  Georfre  Warrender  observed,  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had, 
with  his  usual  warmth  and  ardour,  brought 
forward,  without  any  proof  whatever,  a 
great  number  of  statements  respectinff 
the  increase  of  salaries  of  secretaries  and 
others ;  but  if  he  had  had  patience,  this 
question,  about  which  he  had  said  so 
much,  would  have  come  before  the  House 
in  the  discussion  of  the  naval  establisl^ 
ment,  and  then  would  have  been  the 
time  to  inquire  into  it.  But  the  hon. 
gentleman  appeared  anxious  to  endea- 
vour to  prevent  the  House  from  forming 
a  deliberate  judgment  en  such  questions ; 
for  certainly  after  what  had  been  heard, 
no  sober  opinion  could  be  formed  on 
them.  Respecting  the  increase  just  com- 
plained of  in  such  violent  terms,  he 
could  say,  in  the  absence  of  the  right 
hon.  secretary  to  the  admiralty,  who  had 
been  particularly  alluded  to,  that  what 
had  been  done  was  in  pursuance  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  ooard  of  revision. 
[Mr.  Brougham  asked  whether  it  was  lord 
St.  Vincent's  board  of  revision?]  He 
meant  the  board  of  revision  of  1805 
[Hear,  hear!  from  Mr.  Brougham].  He 
begged  the  House  would  suspend  their 
judgments  on  the  subject,  and  remember 
that  the  offices  in  question  had  been  the 
only  ones  in  which  the  salaries  were  not 
thejHune  in  war  and  peace. 


ffiS]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  had  very  properly  asked,  whether 
lord  St.  Vincent's  board  of  revision  had 
recommended  that  measure,  because  that 
board  had  really  meant  to  bring  about  a 
reform  in  the  civil  affairs  of  the  navy. 
The  board  of  1805  was  instituted  for  the 
purpose  of  knocking  in  the  head  all  re- 
form. Their  reports  had  never  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  House,  and  their  suggestions 
were  not  at  all  worth  attending  to. 

Lord  Nugent  contended,  that  if  his  hon. 
and  leamecT  friend  had  attacked  the  mi- 
nisters without  evidence,  the  hon.  baronet 
bad  defended  them  without  either  evi- 
dence or  argument. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  from  all  that  had 
appeared  since  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  the  House  and  the  country  would 
by  this  time  be  aware,  that  there  was  a 
regular  system  on  the  part  of  the  minis- 
teri,  to  increase  the  salaries  of  all  the  pub- 
lic departments.  It  was  not  in  one  partt- 
Golar  department  that  this  disposition  was 
manifested.  They  had  first  heard  of  the 
increase  in  the  customs  and  excise,  and 
DOW  the  same  fact  had  come  out  as  to  the 
admiralty.  Some  departments  were  still 
to  come ;  but  what  the  House  had  as  yet 
beard  was,  that,  instead  of  retrenchment, 
in  every  department,  respecting  which 
they  had  received  any  information,  there 
had  been  augmentations.  Indeed,  every 
Instance  of  the  interference  of  ministers,  as 
to  salaries,  had  been  in  direct  contradiction 
to  their  promises. 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  perfectly  pre- 
pared to  admit,  that  when  an  increase  of 
salary  took  place  in  any  department,  the 
onus  of  proving  its  necessity  lay  with  the 
mitiisters  who  recommended  it.  The  in- 
crease "which  was  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
sent discussion,  was  made  upon  the  re- 
commendation of  the  board  ot  revision,  as 
the  hon.  baronet  had  stated.  He  did  not 
wish,  by  referring  to  such  a  circumstance, 
to  place  the  justice  of  the  conduct  of  go- 
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would  be  allowed  by  the  gentlemto  on  the 
other  side,  that  when  their  friends  were 
in  office,  economy  was  as  necessary  as  at 
the  present  moment — that  the  country 
was  as  unable  to  support  useless  or  extra- 
vagant burthens.  They  had  even  declared 
our  situation  to  be  exceedingly  depressed, 
and  our  resources  to  be  dilapidated ;  and 
yet,  when  they  went  out  of  place,  they 
had  no  less  than  150  offices  in  creation 
connected  with  the  revenue.  There  was 
not  only  an  increase  of  salary  meditated, 
but  new  officers  to  a  vast  extent,  to  be 
appointed.  Many  of  these  officers  were 
to  enjoy  snug,  comfortable  salaries,  and  all 
of  them  together  would  have  fixed  an  ex- 
traordinary and  uncalled-for  burthen  upon 
the  country,  from  which  it  was  saved  by 
the  sudden  appointment  of  other  miuister« 
to  guide  bis  majesty's  councils.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  who  was  always 
so  precipitate  in  his  charges,  should  have 
considered  the  conduct  of  other  adminis- 
trations, and  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  case,  before  he  proceeded  to  use 
the  language  he  had  thought  proper  to 
employ.  But  it  was  his  habit  to  accuse 
ana  to  censure  without  reflection  or  exa- 
mination. Every  petition  he  presented, 
almost  every  time  ne  rose,  he  took  an  op- 
portunity of  coming  out  with  some  as- 
sumption or  assertion,  some  statement  or 
rumour,  on  which  he  enjoyed  a  triumph 
of  an  hour  or  two,  when  the  effect  of  his 
speech  was  destroyed  by  some  argument 
or  explanation  which  he  had  not  foreseen. 
In  speaking  on  the  army  estimates,  he 
boldly  advanced  the  charge,  that  the 
guards  were  kept  merely  on  account  of 
the  patronage  which  that  species  of  force 
put  into  the  hands  of  ministers.  The 
reply  given  to  ;this  assertion  was  com- 
pletely overpowering  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  ;  it  put  him  down,  and 
neither  he  nor  his  friends  had  a  word  to 
say  in  his  defence.  Government  did  not 
now  ground  the  justification  of  their  mca- 


yemment  upon  it,  or  to  bring  it  forward  !  sures  upon  the  answer  they  could  make  to 


as  a  plea  in  bar  to  any  arguments  which 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  might  bo 
dis|)osed  to  employ.  He  was  prepared  to 
contend,  that  if  the  place  in  question  re- 
quired an  augmentation  of  salary,  as  a 
proper  remuneration  for  the  services  per- 
formed, there  was  nothing  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  that  could  render 
it  improper  or  impolitic.  We  were  not 
in  Such  a  state  of  distress  as  should  pre- 
vent us  from  granting  what  was  deemed 
a  proper  reward  for  public  services.    It 


the  accusations  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  or  the  example  of  his  friends 
when  in  office.  His  majesty's  present  mi- 
nisters would  not  follow  one  step  in  the 
path  of  their  predecessors,  nor  defend 
tliemselves  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
in  contemplation  measures  more  expen- 
sive ;  but  as  they  had  created  new  offices, 
they  might  expect,  from  those  who  in- 
tended to  do  so,  a  patient  and  candid  exa- 
mination of  those  reasons  which  rendered 
the  less  burthensome  measure  of  an  io- 
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crease  of  salary  advisable.  The  govern- 
ment would  show  cause  for  their  conduct, 
and  the  noble  lord  claimed  nothing  from 
the  gentlemen  opposite  (who,  with  all 
their  regard  to  econonny,  had  been  obliged 
to  increase  the  property  tax,  from  6|  to 
10  per  cent.)  but  a  fair  hearing  to  the 
plea  which  he  might  advance.  He  never 
expected  any  favour  from  them ;  he  never 
deprecated  their  opposition— all  that  he 
wished  was  to  meet  by  fair  argument — all 
that  he  dreaded  was,  that  clamour  which 
would  listen  to  none.  He  deprecated 
the  inflammation  which  they  attempted  to 
create  in  the  public  mindy  by  unfounded 
charges  of  profligacy  and  bad  faith. 
When  the  distresses  of  the  country 
came  regularly  to  be  considered  in  the 
House,  as  on  a  late  occasion  (Mr. 
Western's  motion),  when  their  opinions 
might  have  been  regularly  delivered 
without  any  party  violence,  and  when 
they  might  have  suggested  plans  of  relief, 
their  benches  were  almost  deserted,  there 
was  nothing  of  sufficient  interest  to  secure 
their  attendance ;  but  when  any  topic  of 
inflammation  was  to  be  brought  forward, 
or  any  opportunity  occurred  of  making 
popular  charges  against  government,  they 
were  all  in  their  places  cheering  and  sup- 
porting each  other. 

Mr.  Methuen  wished  to  remind  the 
noble  lord,  that  the  question  was  not  one 
between  the  ministers  and  the  opposition, 
but  between  the  government  and  the 
country ;  and  he  assured  the  noble  lord, 
for  whom  he  felt  much  respect,  that  he 
had  extremely  regretted  that  the  rumour 
respecting  the  increase  of  salaries  had  not 
been  contradicted.  He  should  however 
suspend  his  judgment  until  the  circum- 
stances were  more  fully  before  the  House. 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied,  that  he  did 
not  require  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  to  inform  him  of  this  circum- 
stance. It  was  upon  this  principle  that 
he  had  taken  up  the  subject,  to  prevent 
the  country  from  being  misled  by  prema- 
ture assertions. 

Mr.  Ponsonby^^^l  am  sure  the  hon. 
member  for  Wiltshire,  and  every  other 
gentleman  who  hears  me,  will  take  the 
noble  lord's  hint.  He  is  not  a  person 
who  wants  their  assistance — he  can  dis- 
cover the  state  of  every  question  without 
it.  1  hope  the  hon.  member,  and  all  the 
other  country  gentlemen,  will  avail  them- 
selves of  this  warning,  and  not  be  too  ob- 
trusive of  their  advice.  The  noble  lord 
tells  us,  that  a  former  adminiBtration  had 
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it  in  their  contemplation  to  create  150 
new  offices.  It  may  be  sc^ — although  I 
never  heard  of  it.  But  I  beg  the  cban-* 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  was  secretary 
of  the  treasury  at  that  time,  to  explain 
to  the  House,  how  many  of  those  offices 
were  created — for  what  purpose  they  were 
created — and  on  what  account,  in  conse* 
quence  of  what  arrangement,  they  were 
suppressed  f  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  full 
explanation  on  this  subject;  and  1  trust 
it  will  be  a  more  satisfactory  one,  than 
the  last  given  by  the  right  lion,  gentle^ 
man,  when  his  former  friends  were  at- 
tacked for  their  conduct  relative  to  the 
property  tax.  The  noble  lord  says  he  ii 
ready  to  argue  the  principle  of  economy 
with  all  the  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  thie 
House.  Yes,  he  is  perfectly  ready  to 
argue  the  principle,  night  after  night — ne 
is  only  indisposed  to  adopt  the  practice  of 
it.  The  noble  lord  asserts,  that  when  the 
most  important  affairs  of  the  country  are 
under  discussion,  then  gentlemen  absent 
themselves  froiti  this  side  of  the  House; 
and  that,  when  a  committee  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  examining  into  the  state  of  the 
agricultural  interest,  the  benches  are  de- 
serted. I  know  that  I  attended  the 
House,  when  the  motion  of  the  hon.  meai« 
her  for  Essex  (Mr.  Western)  was  dis« 
cussed,  until  it  was  declared  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  granted.  What  good 
purpose  could  be  obtained,  by  waiting, 
after  that  declaration  was  made,  until  the 
committee  absolutely  met,  I  cannot  per« 
ceive.  Perhaps  the  noble  lord  thinks  that 
the  eloquence  of  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  ought  to  be  a  sufficient 
inducement  to  keep  gentlemen  in  -attend* 
ance.  I  must  here  really  own  my  bad 
taste,  and  state,  that  I  do  not  feel  inclined 
to  remain  in  the  House  for  the  mere  pur* 
pose  of  listening  to  the  oratory  of  the 
gentlemen  opposite,  and  when  that  which 
is  called  for  happens  to  be  granted,  I  ani 
disposed  to  retire  from  this  display  of  elo- 
quence. I  think  the  noble  lord  will  find, 
that  when  the  committee  come  to  sit^ 
there  will  be  nothing  like  a  want  of  at- 
tendance ;  and  he  must  know,  that  until 
they  do  sit,  no  business  can  be  done. 
The  noble  lord  says,  we  neglect  tlie  im- 
portant business  of  the  country,  and  come 
to  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
clamour  and  irritation.  I  am  willing  to 
bear  my  part  of  this  accusation,  and  I 
wish  the  country,  the  bankers,  the  mer- 
chants, and  traders  of  the  city  of  London, 
to  understand  the  coroplimoot  the  noble 
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lord  pays  them.  He  treats  their  opinioni 
cm  the  8Ute  of  the  country  at  idJe  cla- 
moor.  Really,  Sir,  the  noble  lordfs  situa- 
tion appears  to  me  to  bare  overcome  both 
his  temper  and  his  good  sense.  I  did  not 
think  a  minister  of  Uie  Crown  in  this  coun- 
tnr,  would  treat  the  sentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple as  be  has  done.  I  did  not  imagine, 
that,  when  the  great  commercial  and  agri- 
cultural interests  stated  to  the  House  the 
necessity  of  economy,  their  representa- 
tions would  have  been  spoken  of  as  aris- 
ing from  a  spirit  of  clamour. 

liord  Castlereagh  denied  that  he  had 
imputed  clamour  to  the  country,  although 
ke  might  have  done  so  to  the  gentlemen 
opposite ;  and  he  thought  a  better  illus- 
tration of  what  he  had  said,  could  not  be 
found,  than  in  the  speech  which  they  had 
|ost  heard.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
•aid,  that  he  had  charged  the  country 
with  acting  clamorously.  He  had  done 
no  such  thing.  The  opinions  of  indivi- 
duals, in  every  part  of  the  empire,  though 
frequently  not  in  unison  with  his  own, 
were  respectfully  received.  But  it  was  a 
meet  extraordinary  mistatement,  and  a 
Bost  pregnant  instance  of  the  want  of 
argument  under  ^  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  laboured,  to  state  that  he  had 
attributed  clamour  to  the  merchants  or 
bankers,  or  to  any  other  class  of  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects.  He  could  assure  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  that  he  applied  the 
OMervation  to  the  particular  circumstances 
attending  recent  discussions  within  the 
walls  of  that  House.  He  said,  that  he 
would  meet  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in 
fair  argument,  but  he  deprecated  that 
spirit  of  clamour,  which  was  busied  with 
anticipations  unfavourable  to  the  measures 
of  his  majesty^s  government.  With  respect 
to  the  absence  of  gentlemen  from  the 
House,  on  particular  occasions,  although 
he  had  concluded  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man in  the  larger  sense,  he  was  free  to 
admit  that  he  saw  him  in  his  place  at  one 
{>eriod  of  the  evening  on  which  the  subject 
of  the  agricultural  interest  was  discussed. 

Sir  John  Netoport,  when  the  noble  lord 
disclaimed  having  made  any  accusation 
against  the  people,  wished  to  refer  him 
to  the  recollection  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  designated  their  anxieties,  as  *'  an 
^norant  impatience  for  the  relaxation  of 
taxation." 

Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald  would  assert,  that 
whatever  observations  the  noble  lord  had 
made  to  this  effect,  he  never  did  apply 
then)  to  any  of  the  petitions  generally  or 


collectively.  The  noble  lord  had  attributed 
to  the  gentlemen  opposite  a  propensity 
before  the  distresses  of  the  country  could 
be  relieved,  to  encourage  the  people  to 
look  with  an  ignorant  impatience  to  the 
relaxation  of  taxation.*— [Cries  of  No,  no, 
from  the  opposite  side.] — He  would  con- 
tend  that  this  was  the  sense  in  which  the 
words  were  used,  and  certainly  not  in  that 
attributed  by  the  noble  lord's  opponents. 
And  as  to  the  hon.  gentleman  s  saying 
that  ministers  had  no  object  but  the 
raising  of  salariesi  there  were  far  more 
prooft  of  this  practice  having  been 
adopted  by  their  opponents,  as  well  as  of 
their  total  dereliction  of  economy.  He 
would  ask  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite, 
would  it  have  been  fair  in  him,  if  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereaah)  had  been  ap« 
pointed  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and 
mimediately  on  coming  into  office  bad 
added  200(M.  a-year  to  his  salaiy,  to 
arraign  him  for  this  ausmentation,  after 
what  had  happened  in  the  time  of  their 
own  adminbtration  I 

Mr.  Croker  said,  he  had  to  a|M>loffiae 
to  the  House  for  not  being  in  bis  puce 
when  this  discussion  be^.  But  an  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  having  expressed  him- 
self anxious  to  know  when  certain  papera 
could  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Houses 
he  had  gone  to  inquire  about  them,  and 
had  but  lust  returned.  A  subject,  he 
found,  haa  been  introduced  in  his  absence, 
with  which  he  was  intimately  connected. 
Without  knowing  what  had  been  said  on 
this  subject,  he  would  state  what  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  transaction  were.  In 
the  year  1786,  a  commission  was  appointed 
for  revising  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
departments.  Its  recommendation  was 
sanctioned  by  an  order  in  council ;  and  it 
it  was  then  thought  equitable  to  extend  to 
difierent  offices  of  government,  concerned 
in  military  exertions,  a  rule,  by  which  the 
salaries  of  the  officers,  in  time  of  war^ 
were  to  be  greater  than  in  time  of  peace. 
Whether  or  not  that  principle  was  a  just 
one,  he  could  not  say ;  but  it  was  never 
proceeded  on,  except  in  the  single  case 
of  the  admiralty  office.  By  the  order  in 
council  of  1786,  it  was  settled  that  the 
salaries  of  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty 
and  his  clerks  should  vary  one-fourth  be- 
tween the  time  of  war  and  of  peace. 
Every  one  knew  that  a  war  broke  out 
soon  after,  and  from  that  time  to  the  pre- 
sent the  country,  vrith  very  little  inter- 
mission, was  engaged  in  hostilities.  In 
the  year  I806|  another  commission  was 
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appoiDtedy  for  reviung,  as  ii  wai  called, 
the  citU  depurliiieiit  of  the  navj;  and 
that  commitiioa  in  its  report  stated,  that 
it  did  not  recommend  the  system  oi*  a  war 
and  peace  salary  being  acted  upon  with 
respect  to  the  officers  of  the  admiralty, 
beaiose»  in  time  of  peace,  they  would  not 
be  more  able  to  apply  themselves  to  other 
arocations,  for  the  support  of  their  families, 
Chan  they  would  be  m  time  of  war.  Thus 
it  continued  till  the  late  French  war ;  and 
it  was  then  thought  necessary,  that  the 
naval  department  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footinp^  as  the  other  branches  of  the 
public  service,  for  the  principle  of  the 
order  of  1789  had  not  been  extended  to 
the  navy  office,  to  the  victualling  office, 
&c»  At  the  time  Buonapart6  was  in  Paris, 
last  year,  his  Majesty,  by  his  order  in 
council,  looking  to  the  injustice  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  commission  which 
confined  this  principle  to  one  branch  of 
the  public  service,  ttiought  proper  to  do 
it  away.  By  this  means  he,  the  second 
secretary,  and  their  clerks,  received  the 
same  solvy  as  during  the  war.  He  could 
only  say,  that  he  did  not  solicit  thu  favour. 
He  conceived  the  regulation  to  be  very 
iair,  with  respect  to  subordinate  officers. 
He  thought  it  was  dreadful,  after  they 
had  spent  many  years  in  the  department, 
to  see  tliero  obliged  to  quit  it,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  reduction  of  their  salaries, 
in  time  of  peace.  If  this  alteration  had 
not  taken  place,  the  secretary  of  the  ad- 
miralty would  have  been  the  only  civil 
officer  in  the  country  to  whom  the  regu- 
lation would  have  applied.  It  was  intended 
to  be  applied  to  all  tne  departments  of  the 
public  service,  but  it  never  was  acted 
on.  Whether  the  principle  were  right 
or  wrong,  he  would  not  say.  He  never 
did  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject, 
either  m  that  or  any  other  place,  and  he 
was  now  prevented  from  expressing  his 
sentiments,  on  account  of  being  employed 
in  that  particular  office.  But,  unless 
some  strong  reason  could  be  shown,  for 
keeping  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty  in 
a  different  situation  from  every  other 
officer  of  state,  he  thought  it  was  not  im- 
proper, in  his  majesty's  government,  to 
make  the  alteration  they  had  done. 

Mr.  Tierficif  said,  the  order  in  council, 
alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
was  not  promulgated  in  the  year  1786, 
but  long  subsequent  to  that  period.  He 
understood  that  the  salary  of  the  officers 
of  the  admiralty,  at  that  time,  was  very 
small,  but  that  it  was  made  up  by  fees, 


which,  in  time  of  war,  were,  of  course* 
much  greater  than  in  time  of  peace.  Aa 
arrangement  was  then  made,  by  which 
the  fees  were  taken  away — and,  in  lieu  of 
them,  a  greater  salary  was  given.  The 
principle,  therefore,  seemed  evidently  to 
require,  that  the  salary  should  not  be  tha 
:  ame  in  a  period  of  peace,  as  in  a  time  of 
war.  This  was  the  feeling  of  earl  Spencer, 
who,  considering  the  amount  of  tne  feet 
taken  away,  settled  tlie  salary  of  the  secre« 
tary  at  4,000/.  in  time  of  peace,  and 
3,000/.  in  time  of  war.  If  he  were  correct 
in  this  statement,  and  he  knew  he  was, 
then  tlie  House  must  see,  that  what  \hm ' 
new  committee  of  revision  (on  the  con- 
duct of  which,  at  a  proper  period,  he 
would  speak  at  large)  suggested,  was 
really  absurd.  Unless  it  were  shown  that 
the  salary  was  not  a  commutation  for  feet, 
it  ought  to  bear  some  proportion  to  the 
fluctuations  of  that  source  of  emolument 
for  the  removal  of  which  it  had  been 
granted. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  he  was  not  quite  pre* 
pared  to  speak  exactly  as  to  datc^,  but  he 
.had  guarded  himself  from  the  imputation 
of*  mistatemcnt,  by  observing,  that  it  was 
at  the  commencement  of  the  first  Frendi 
war,  that  the  order  in  council,  founded  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  former  com.- 
mittee  of  revision,  was  sent  forth.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  quite  correct  in 
saying,  that  the  alteration  took  plac6 
when  the  fees  were  abolished.  But  he 
would  recollect,  that  the  secretary  of  the 
admiralty  then  received,  by  fees,  frona 
10,000/.  to  18,000/.  per  annum,  an 
enormous  sum,  which  was  very  properly 
reduced ;  and  he  would  also  bear  m  mind, 
that  earl  Spencer,  or  whoever  proposed 
the  regulation,  meant  that  it  should  be 
extended  to  every  branch  of  government 
which  principle  had  never  been  followed 
up. 

Mr.  Tierney  observed,  that,  in  former 
times,  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  in 
consideration  of  giving  up  fees,  received 
4,000/.  per  annum,  in  a  period  of  war, 
and  S,000/L  in  a  period  or  peace.  Why, 
he  would  ask,  should  more  be  now  given  i 

Mr.  Croker^  after  other  further  observa- 
tions, contended  that  SOOO/.  a  year  was 
not  sufficient  remuneration  for  the  secre- 
tary of  the  admiralty  in  time  of  peace. 

Mr.  Tierney  remarked  upon  the  singu- 
larity that  although  the  hon.  gentleman 
professed,  in  the  first  instance,  that  he  was 
quite  unprepared  for  this  discussion,  yet 
in  a  few  moments  atUTwards,  his  prepara- 
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lion  appetred  to  be  complete ;  but  still  he 
would  roaiDtain  that  at  a  period  when  the 
duties  of  this  office  were  so  naaterially  re- 
Aicedy  it  was  not  equitable  to  increase  the 
aalanr  of  the  officer. 

•  Mr.  Forbes  was  of  opinion,  that  the  pre- 
ient  was  a  most  unfortunate  moment  to 
propose  an  increase  of  any  salary  what« 
ever ;  and  he  thought  that  nothing  but  ab* 
•olute  necessity  could  justify  the  exten- 
aion  of  the  salaries  of  public  officers.  If 
such  necessity  could  be  shown,  of  course 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  justify  the  pro* 
ceeding  now  under  discussion.  But,  to 
see  how  far  that  proceeding  was  necessary, 
he  should  advise  his  hon.  friend,  the  mem- 
ber for  Wiltshire,  to  move  for  a  document 
that  would  be  very  useful  in  the  discussion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  namely  a 
return  of  all  public  officers  of  government, 
who  had  offered  to  throw  up  their  situa- 
tions in  consequence  of  the  inadequacy 
of  their  salaries. 

Lord  MiUon  thought,  that  in  addition 
Co  the  order  already  made,  a  copy  should 
be  laid  before  the  House  of  the  order  al- 
luded to,  for  settling  the  salary  of  the 
secretary  ofHthe  admiralty  at  a  former 
period. 

Mr.  Croker  expressed  his  acquiescence 
in  this  proposition. 

Admiral  Markham  said,  that  at  the 
piece  of  Amiens  the  salaries  of  the  secre- 
tary and  under  secretary  of  the  admiralty 
was  not  more  than  what  was  settled  by 
the  arrangement  alluded  to,  and  that  no 
increase  whatever  of  those  salaries  took 
place,  while  he  presumed  that  the  duties 
of  those  officers  were  not  now  more  one- 
rous than  they  were  on  that  occasion. 
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them.  If  the  first  act  of  the  noble  earl 
vi^s  to  add  2000/.  to  his  salary,  he  had  a 
right  to  contend,  as  it  passed  without  any 
accusation  of  extravagance  against  the 
government  of  that  day,  that  the  mere 
fact  of  an  increase  of  salary  in  the  present 
instance,  unaccompanied  by  any  evidence 
of  waste,  should  not  have  given  rise  to  the 
animadversions  that  had  been  made  on  it. 

Mr.  Lockhart  took  that  opportunity  of 
reiterating  his  opinion,  that  the  proposed 
establishment  and  the  proposed  relief  to 
the  agricultural  classes,  could  only  be  ac- 
complished by  strictly  attending  to  the 
real  amount  of  the  revenue,  as  aTOCted  by 
the  state  of  the  currency  and  by  prices  in 
general.  He  should  be  sorry  indeed  to 
say  any  thing  that  might  be  supposed  to 
indicate  a  want  of  due  regard  to  the  inte- 
rests of  our  army,  but  it  was  undeniable, 
that  both  military  officers  and  all  other 
public  servants  were  at  present  great 
gainers  by  the  distresses  under  which  the 
country  was  labouring,  and  which  dis- 
tresses rendered  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  country  should  have  its  service 
performed  at  the  cheapest  rate. 

Admiral  Markham  asked  whether  it 
was  intended  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the 
deputy  comptroller  of  the  navy,  or  whether 
the  duties  of  that  office  would  in  future  be 
performed  by  a  commissioner,  at  a  salary 
of  1000^  a-y  ear? 

Mr.  Croker  replied,  that  there  was  no  in- 
tention whatever  to  reduce  the  usual  salary 
of  tlie  office  alluded  to,  hut  it  was  under 
consideration— whether  that  office  might 
not  be  dispensed  with  during  peace. 

Admiral  Markham  said,  that  he  could 
not  conceive  how  the  statement  of  the 


Lord  Ebrington^  in  allusion  to  what  had  hon.  gentleman  could  correspond  with 
fallen  from  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  observed,  that  that  of  the  hon.  baronet,  who  was  a  lord 
the  reflection  he  had  cast  on  the  conduct  j  of  the  admiralty.  For  it  appeared  from 
of  a  noble  earl  (Grey)  when  at  the  head  |  the  latter,  that  while  the  salary  of  other 
of  the  admiralty,  was  not  justified  by  the  ,  officers  was  to  be  increased,  that  which 


circumstances.     When  lord  Melville  filled 
the  situation,  he  found  the  salary  inade 
quate,  and,  to  make  up  the  deficiency, 
had  procured  a  sinecure  of  2000/.  per  ann. 


The  conduct  of  earl  Grey  was  very  diffe-    every  advantage  was  to  be  granted  to  the 


rent;  under  the  sanction  of  parliament, 
(which  saw  the  necessity  of  preventing 
the  recurrence  of  so  disgraceful  a  proceed- 
ing as  that  to  which  he  had  first  alluded), 
2£X)^  per  annum  was  added  to  the  regu- 
lar salary  of  the  office. 

Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald  denied  that  he 
had  cast  any  reflection  on  the  noble  earl. 
He  thought  it  fair  to  ask  from  others,  that 
|ustipe  which  he  would  willingly  render  to 


was  usually  held  by  a  naval  officer  was 
likely  to  be  reduced.  Thus  the  interest 
of  the  navy  was,  as  had  been  too  much 
the  custom  of  late,  totally  neglected,  while 


hon.  secretary,  and  other  civil  officers 
connected  with  the  admiralty. 

Mr.  Croker  denied  that  there  was  any 
intention  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  office 
alluded  to ;  but  in  consequence  of  that 
office  being  now  vacant,  it  was  intended  td 
consider  whether  it  would  be  expedient 
to  fill  it  up  under  existing  circumstances. 

Sir  G.  iVarrender  stated,  that  if  the  va- 
cancy were  supplied,  there  was  no  intent 
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tioQ  to  moke  any  reduction  in  the  usual 
salary  of  the  office. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  he  should  not 
upon  this  occasion  enter  into  the  conside- 
ration of  the  charges  which  lie  had  con- 
ceived it  his  duty  to  prefer  against  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh).     A  day  would 
come,  and  that  at  no  distant  period,  when 
the  noble  lord  would  have  to  make  his  de- 
fence.    Until  that  day  should  arrive,  when 
the  noble  lord  would  be  put  on  his  trial, 
the  noble  lord  would  have  to  prepare  his 
defence.      In  this  instaqce,  however^  he 
Mr.  Brougham)  was  upon  his  own  de- 
fence, for  he  was  charged  with  bringing 
forward    accusations    night    af\er    night 
against   ministers,    which    according    to 
the  noble  lord's  assertion,  turned  out  to 
be  mere  assumptions,  and  had  no  founda- 
tion in  fact — which,  truly,  the  production 
of  authentic  papers  served  to  falsify.    But 
where  was  the  evidence  to  sustain   the 
noble  lord's  assertion  ?     He  had  on  this 
occasion  charged  ministers  with  the  waste- 
ful and  profligate  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  in  making  an  unnecessary  ad- 
dition to  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the 
admiralty,  and  this  addition  was  admitted 
by  the  noble  lord  himself,  and  also  by  the 
secretary  alluded   to.     So  far,  then,  the 
charge  was  confirmed  ;  and  as   to  other 
cases,  he  wished  to  know  whether,  in  any 
instance  in  which  he  had  moved  for  papers 
with  respect  to  similar  advances  to  other 
public  officers,  there  had  been  made  a  re- 
turn of  nil.  True  it  was,  that  to  his  motion, 
with  regard  to  certain  offices  in  the  excise 
and  customs  in  Scotland,  t  he  return  was,  that 
no  increase  had  taken  place  in  the  offices 
to  which  that  motion  referred.     But  what 
afterwards   turned  out.  to  be  the  fact? 
AVhy,  that  although  the  return  was  dated 
upon  the  20th  ot  February,  it  appeared 
from  the  admission  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  that  the  increase  to  which 
he  alluded  actually  took  place  upon  the 
9th.     It  was  often    observed,   that  <*  ill 
news  was  swallow-winged;*'   but  in   this 
case  it  appeared  that  those  good  people  in 
Scotland  received  good  news  very  slowly 
indeed,  as  they  were  not  aware  on   the 
120th  that  ministers  had,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, been  so  bountiful  towards  them  on 
the  9th.    So  much,  then,  as  to  the  alleged 
groundlessness  of  his  charges  against  mi- 
nisters.    But  he  would  challenge  the  no- 
ble lord  to  adduce  the  instance  in  which 
he  had  preferred  a  groundless  charge,  and 
if  no  such  instance  were  adduced  he  would 
leave  the  House  and  the  country ^  which 


from  one  end  to  the  other  complained,  at 
the  petitions  on  the  table  showed,  of  the 
prodigality  of  ministers,  to  decide  between 
the  noble  lord  and  him.  The  noble  lord 
had  said  a  eood  deal  about  clamour ;  but 
the  noble  lord  himself  had  on  this  and 
on  other  occasions  had  recourse  to  cla« 
mour,  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  divert 
public  attention  from  the  real  merit  of  the 
measures  under  discussion.  For  the  noble 
lord,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  justify  his 
own  conduct,  made  frequent  attacks  upon 
those  eentlcmen  on  his  (Mr.  Brougham's) 
side  of  the  House,  who  were  formerly  iq 
office,  and  who  were,  truly,  accused  by 
the  noble  lord  of  having  also  intended  to 
make  an  increase  of  public  offices.  But 
this  accusation,  even  if  well  founded,  could 
avail  nothing  to  the  country,  which  uni- 
versally complained  of  the  enormous  pub- 
lic expenditure,  and  the  severe  taxation 
incurred  by  it.  The  noble  lord  alleged, 
that  the  administration  alluded  to,  pro- 
posed to  create  150  new  offices,  and  that 
he  and  his  colleagues,  upon  their  accession 
to  office  prevented  the  execution  of  this 
project.  But  what  did  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  say  to  this  allegation  ?  for 
to  him  he  would  refer  the  noble  lord  for 
an  explanation  of  the  conduct  of  his  col- 
leagues. The  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
was  then  in  office  as  secretary  to  the  trea- 
sury, could  surely  speak  to  this  subject ; 
and,  from  the  nature  of  his  office,  was  best 
competent  to  account  for  such  a  measure. 
With  every  thing  that  took  place  during 
that  administration,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man was  no  doubt  perfectly  acquainted; 
and  how  could  he  sit  silent  while  his  col- 
leagues were  attacked  ?  How  could  he  sit 
silent  without  saying  one  word  in  vindica- 
tion of  measures  in  which  he  bore  a  part  i 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  must  have  been 
confidentially  apprised  of  the  proceedings 
of  his  colleagues;  and  why  not  even 
whisper  to  his  noble  friend  something  to 
mitigate  his  censures?  If  the  adminis- 
tration alluded  to  were  engaged  in 
any  jobs,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
could  scarcely  be  unaware  of  them.  In? 
deed,  from  the  nature  of  the  office  which 
he  occupied,  he  was  the  fool  of  that  admi- 
nistration. It  behoved  him  to  explain, 
for  the  defence  of  his  own  character ;  and 
if  guiltless  to  answer  the  charges  of  the 
noble  lord.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
mieht  answer  the  noble  lord  in  private, 
and  so  settle  the  matter  without  troubling 
that  House  upon  the  subject.  But  with 
respect  to  the  charge  against  the  adminis- 
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Indioii  refJDmd  to»  of  ioteodiog  to  cratte 
150  new  offices,  be  would  take  leave  to 
eay  a  few  words.  From  his  knowledge  of 
the  olMracter  of  the  individuals  ooncenied, 
he  firmly  believed  that  if  even  such  an 
iotentioii  were  entertaiqed,  these  offices 
would  be  found  not  to  have  proceeded 
from  anj  indiffisrence  to  economy,  or  from 
any  desm  to  augment  patronaee,  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  they  were  designed  to 
vratdi  the  expenditure  of  the  poUic  mo* 
iMj^— to  superintend  the  audit  of  public 
acoounCi,  for  instance,  which  was  amea- 
-  aove  notorkmdly  necessary'— that,  on  the 
whole,  these  ofEloes  would  turn  out  to  be 
lather  productive  of  great  advantage  than 
of  any  ^riment  to  the  country.  Such 
was  his  opinion ;  but  whether  that  opinion 
was  well-founded  or  not,  it  was  for  the 
ohancdlor  of  the  exchequer  to  show.  To 
liim  belonged  the  duty  of  justifytog  him- 
inlf  and  his  colleagues;  for  that  House 
jmd  the  country  had  no  concern  in  the 
»ecumtion ;  stiU  less  did  such  an  accusa- 
tion avail  to  himself,  and  many  other  gen- 
llearan  about  him,  who  had  no  connexion 
whatever  with  the  administration  alluded 
la.  But  let  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
oner,  who  was  connected  not  only  wiUi 
that  admioistration,  but  with  evenr  admi- 
Bistration  that  had  existed  since  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  introduction  to  public 
life,  explain  to  his  noble  friend  the  conduct 
of  his  colleagues. — Now,  with  respect  to 
the  conduct  of  lord  Grey,  against  whom  a 
charge  wss  preferred  (and  a  chaive  he 
wouU  advisedly  call  it),  that  he  did  from 
the  public  purse  make  an  addition  of 
2,000/.  a  year  to  his  salary,  as  first  lord  of 
the  admiralty.  Upon  tms  point  it  had 
been  already  stated,  that  the  noble  lord  so 
acted  in  pursuance  of  the  general  under- 
standing of  the  House  upon  a  certain 
discussion.  If  the  statement  of  the  noble 
lord's  advance  was  not  oHginally  meant  as 
a  charge,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  explaining  it.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman,  no  doubt,  disclaimed 
the   intention    of    making   any    charge 

3 gainst  the  noble  lord ;  but  then  that  dis- 
aimer  very  much  resembled  the  policy 
of  Mrs.  Candour  in  the  play :  for  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  statement  were  not 
meant  as  a  charge,  it  availed  nothing  to 
his  argument  on  the  present  occasion,  the 
advance  of  lord  Grey's  salary  having  no 
analogy  to  the  case  under  consideration. 
If  the  noble  lord's  advance  were  held  a 
jjustifiable  measure  in  that  House,  at  the 
time  ii  took  place^  from  the  general  irn^ 
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nression  that  the  important  office  of  first 
lord  of  the  admiralty  was  before  inade? 
quatelv  remunerated,  how  could  that  ad- 
vance be  cited  to  warrant  the  increase  of 
the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  admi» 
raltv  at  the  very  moment  that  the  dutiea 
of  that  officer  wero  so  materially  reduced  i 
But,  in  fact,  the  former  had  no  analogy  to 
the  latter,  and  still  Icm  had  it  any  andogj 
to  the  case  of  the  late  lord  Melville.  For 
what  was  the  conduct  of  that  nobleman  i 
m^v,  that  instead  of  making  any  addition 
to  tne  aahiry  of  the  office  of  first  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  which  was  generally  held 
to  be  inadequate,  lie  augmented  the  reve^ 
nue  of  a  sinecure  in  Scotland,  which  ha 
must  enjirr  durins  life ;  while  lord  Grer 
more  manfully  added  to  that  salary  which 
he  could  only  enjoy  during  his  tenure  of 
the  office  to  which  it  appertained.  Were 
the  two  cases,  then,  in  any  respect  simi- 
lar? Id  the  one  case  such  an  addition 
was  made  to  the  salary  of  a  public  offioM^ 
which  was  conceived  to  oe  necessary 
according  to  the  sense  of  that  House,  on 
a  fiurconnderation 'of  public  duty ;  whfia 
in  the  other  a  public  omcer  evidenUy  oon* 
soked  his  owa  personal  interest.  But  to 
return  to  the  charge  of  the  noUe  lord,  be 
hoped  that  noble  lord  would  in  future 
consider  that  that  House  and  the  countfy 
would  not  be  biassed  bv  the  conduct  of 
one  party  or  the  other,  but  judge  impar* 
tially  of  the  merit  of  public  measures ;  and 
that  stronger  grounds  must  be  advanced 
to  influence  thst  judgment,  than  could 
consist  in  the  mere  reiteration  of  personal 
or  party  attacks,  about  which,  in  fiict,  the 
public  could  feel  no  concern. 

Mr.  Veseif  Fitzgerald  denied  that  any 
charge  against  earl  Grey  had  been  mam 
from  that  side  of  the  House,  and  also 
denied  that  disregard  of  economy  ought 
to  he  inferred,  ^om  the  mere  fact  of 
salaries  being  augmented.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  was  the  first  person  he 
had  seen  in  that  House  who  had  persisted 
in  an  imputation  founded  on  words  used 
in  debate,  ailer  these  had  been  explained* 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  said,  he  had  not  insinuated 
any  thing  against  the  gentlemen  opposite 
or  their  friends.  He  had  brought  forward 
chaises  against  them  as  broad  and  aa 
distinct  as  any  which  they  had  brought 
against  the  government. 

Mr.  Brougham  thoueht,  at  the  tiine» 
the  statement  made  with  respect  to  earl 
Grey  had  been  brought  forward  to  incul- 
pate that  nobleman.  But  he  believed  the 
explanation  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman^ 
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and  was  saliified  his  words  had  no  mean- 
ing but  that  which  he  himself  had  described 
them  to  have. 

Mr.  RMnson  said,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  called  another  hon. 
member  to  order,  and  had  displayed  much 
▼irtnous  indignation  at  language  beine 
used,  which  was  very  similar  to  tnat  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  did  not 
scruple  to  use  himself.  While  speakins 
of  his  political  opponents,  he  had  described 
them  to  be  in  **  the  trammels  of  party." 
This  assertion  might  be  correct,  or  it 
might  not ;  but  why  was  such  language  to 
be  held  on  one  side  of  the  House,  if  those 
who  used  it  could  not  tolerate  it  on  the 
other  ?  The  terms  in  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  frequently  expressed 
himself  were  such,  that  it  would  seem  he 
considered  common  honesty  was  not  to  be 
found  in  those  who  voted  with  ministers. 
The  language  in  which  he  indulged  meant, 
if  it  had  any  meaning,  that  the  supporters 
of  government  were  profligate,  disnonest, 
and  corrupt.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman had  said,  he  was  now  put  upon  his 
defence.  It  was  surely  to  be  expected 
that  those  whom  he  thus  accused  would 
be  Jed  by  their  feelings  to  retaliate  where 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  The 
bon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  said  that 
the  charge  he  had  made,  which  was  that 
of  a  promgate  waste  of  the  public  money, 
was  admitted.  This  he  denied.  Because 
it  was  admitted  that  some  augmentations 
of  salaries  had  taken  place,  it  did  not 
follow  that  the  epithet  used  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  was  at  all  applica- 
ble to  the  case.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Ctleman  had  a  right  to  make  his  charges, 
he  had  not  a  right  to  assume,  because 
the  increase  of  salaries  was  acknowledged, 
that  the  charge  founded  on  thb  circum- 
stance was  admitted. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  it  could  not  be 
supposed,  when  he  asserted  the  charge  to 
be  admitted,  that  he  meant  to  say  minis- 
ters acknowledged  their  profligacy.  He 
was  quite  satisfied  with  what  they  hod 
said ;  the  fact  of  an  augmentation  of  sala- 
ries being  admitted  he  held  the  profligacy 
to  follow  of  course. 

Mr.  Robert  Ward  spoke  to  order.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  already 
spoken  twice  on  this  subject,  and  could 
have  no  right  to  be  heard  again. 

Mr.  Brougham  contended,  he  was  not 
out  of  order.  Having  made  a  motion, 
after  hearing  what  others  bad  to  say  on  it| 
he  had  replied. 


Tlie  petition  was  brought  up,  and  read. 
On  the  question  that  it  should  lie  on  the 
table, 

Mr.  Brougham  resumed  the  argument 
in  which  he  had  been  interrupted.  Tke 
increase  of  salary  being  admitted,  he  would 
prove  the  imputed  profligacy  followed; 
unless  it  could  be  shown,  uiat  peace  was 
not  re-established,  and  that  the  necessaries 
of  life  were  not  greatl;^  reduc^  in  prioa* 
He  denied  havii)g  insinuated  any  thing 
a^nst  ministers.  What  had  fallen  from 
him  he  wished  to  be  understood  as  direct 
charges  on  their  misconduct. 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  had  agaift 
been  driven  from  his  ground.  To  assume^ 
because  an  alleged  fact  was  admitted,  thai 
the  eharge  founded  on  that  fact  was  alse 
admitted,  was  to  pursue  a  course  whidh 
would  not  raise  nis  character  with  tb# 
House  or  with  the  country.  Whether 
that  increase  was  right  or  wrong,  it  would 
be  for  tlie  House  to  decide  on  some  future 
occasion. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  after  the  flict 
of  the  increase  was  admitted,  the  profli* 
gacy  charged  would  appear  to  the  whoW 
country,  as  it  did  to  him,  to  be  completely 
established. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  After  which,  Mr.  Methuen 
moved  for  a  copy  of  the  Order  in  Council 
in  January,  1816,  for  the  increase  of 
salaries  in  the  Admiralty.  Mr.  MelliA 
having  presented  petitions  against  the 
property  tax,  from  the  inhfmitaots  off 
Poplar  and  Blackwall, 

Lord  Folkestone  rose  to  state  a  case  of 
grievous  hardship  and  injustice  under  thb 
most  obnoxious  impost :  and  he  was  the 
more  desirous  of  bringing  it  before  the 
House,  because  it  had  been  gravely  stated 
that  this  tax  did  not  affect  the  poor.  He 
believed,  that  the  more  this  tax  was  ca»» 
vassed,  the  more  was  the  truth  likely  to 
be  attained.  Whether  the  right  hon.  geit-i 
tleman  was  afraid  of  that  assertion,  he  did 
not  know;  but,  as  long  as  any  good  could 
be  produced  horn  it,  he  should  not  be  de- 
tefred  ft'om  stating  his  opinions.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  triumphantly 
asserted,  that  it  was  a  tax  against  the  rich, 
and  not  against  the  poor :  but  be  was  then 
in  possession  of  a  case  which  would  prove 
that  he  was  not  correct.  This  case  clearly 
showed  that  it  affected  a  class  of  persons 
who  were  most  of  all  to  be  pitiea;  they 
were  not  actually  paupers,  but  m  that  situa- 
tion which  disqualified  them  from  getting 
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retief  from  the  parish.    The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  said,  that  this  tax  did  not 

grass  upon  persons  whose  income  was 
elow  50/.  per  annum.  The  case,  how- 
ever, to  which  he  had  alluded,  was  the 
following : — A  clergyman,  who  possessed  a 
small  living,  from  which  he  could  make  no 
savings,  died,  and  left  two  daughters  in 
the  greatest  distress.  These  young  ladies 
had  received  that  liberal  education  which 
their  father  was  naturally  anxious  to  give 
them,  and,  consequently,  were  unable  to 
pursue  the  inferior  occupations  of  life, 
^e  sadness  of  their  condition  excited  the 
^mpathy  of  the  most  respectable  and 
opulent  persons  in  the  neighbourhood, 
who  subscribed  a  sum  of  money  to  pur- 
cliase  for  them  an  annuity  of  40/.  When 
the  grantor  paid  the  annuity,  he  deducted 
dtt*  for  the  income  tax,  but  the  young 
ladies^  understanding  that  they  were  not 
liable  to  be  taxed,  refused  to  allow  it 
They  were  told,  however,  that  they  must 
apply  to  the  commissioners,  and  relief 
would  be  given.  Accordingly  they  made 
an  affidavit  of  the  facts,  and  a  representa- 
tion was  transmitted  to  the  office  of  taxes 
in  London,  and  the  annuity  deed  sent  up. 
For  the  space  of  four  months  they  received 
no  answer ;  but  on  the  27th  of  February 
tliis  very  concise  reply  was  returned  to 
the  gentleman  who  had  interested  himself 
in  their  behalf — "  Sir,  I  am  directed  by 
the  commissioners  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  annuity,  payable  under  the  deed  in 
question,  is  not  an  annuity  within  the 
meaning  of  the  act,  and  therefore  they 
cannot  admit  of  your  claim  of  allow- 
ance.*' Now,  4/.  was  no  small  part  of 
an  income  of  40/.  and  the  House  would 
take  into  its  most  serious  consideration, 
that  in  this  case  there  was  no  decision  of 
a  jury ;  but  Mr.  Matthew  Winter,  the  se- 
cretary of  the  commissioners,  was  perfectly 
despotic  on  the  subject,  and  the  young 
ladies  were  left  in  their  distress.  He  could 
not  conceive  a  case  more  grievous  and 
afflicting  than  this;  for,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  the  parties  were  precluded  from 
seeking  relief  by  the  laws  of  the  land.  In 
respect  to  modifications,  he  denied  that 
any  good  whatever  could  be  produced  by 


PeHHaiu  agtdnitihe  Froperty  Tdx.        [340 


augmented.  In  a  small  canton  of  Swit- 
zerland, a  sort  of  property  tax  had  been 
imposed,  but  there  was  no  inquiry  into  the 
nature  of  the  income ;  the  persons  were 
only  required  to  pay  the  tax.  Ha  did  not 
think  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
be  quite  so  romantic  in  his  measures,  but 
that  he  would  extend  and  enforce  the  in- 
quisitorial powers  to  the  utmost  degree^ 
He  hoped,  however,  that  if  what  he  had 
stated,  was  only  a  single  case  of  hardship, 
though  thousands  of  a  similar  nature  might 
be  produced,  the  House  would  think  it 
sufficient  to  answer  all  those  flourishing 
statements,  which  were  only  made  to  abate 
the  ardour  of  the  people ;  namely,  that  it 
was  a  tax  upon  the  rich,  and  did  not 
oppress  the  poor. 

The  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  no  law  could  be  so  framedfas  not  to 
occasion  hardship  to  individuals.  He 
should  have  thought  that  the  case  in  ques- 
tion would  have  received  relief,  ana  was 
therefore  inclined  to  believe  that  the  noble 
lord  must  have  misunderstood  the  facts. 
What  he  was  ready  to  maintain  was,  that 
this  tax  would  press  less  on  the  lower 
orders  of  society  than  any  tax  that  could 
be  devised.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  a  tax  more  upon  the  rich  than 
on  the  poor,  The  two  classes  were  bound 
together  in  a  great  degree ;  the  one  de- 
pended on  the  other ;  and  where  he  found 
gentlemen  living  on  their  estates,  encou- 
raging industry,  relieving  distress,  and,  in 
short,  supporting  the  true  cliaracter  of 
country  gentlemen,  no  man  would  be 
more  rea(hr  to  pay  respect  to  such  honour- 
able conduct.  But  there  were  other 
classes  whom  this  tax  would  reach,  and 
who  could  not  otherwise  be  brought  to 
contribute  to  the  necessities  of  the  state. 
He  also  considered  it  was  falling  with 
great  propriety  and  justice  on  those  who 
spent  their  property  in  foreign  countries. 
When  he  had  thought  of  modifications,  he 
had  been  told  that  they  were  dishonest  or 
unfair.  He  did  not  pr^end  that  he  could 
find  relief  for  every  case  of  hardship  that 
might  arise ;  but  parliament  was  bound  to 
give  every  attention  to  the  subject :  and 
he  certainly  flattered  himself,  that  when 


them.  There  were  two  material  objoctions  j  the  act  was  revised,  it  would  be  found  the 
to  this  tax ;  the  one  that  it  was  unjust  in  least  oppressive  and  the  least  objectionable 
its  principle ;  the  other,  that  it  was  inqui-  of  any  tax  that  had  ever  been  imposed, 
sitorial  in  its  practice.  Now,  if  modifica-  |  To  the  attack  that  had  been  made  upon 
tions  should  be  introduced  to  relieve  the  ;  him  by  an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
injustice,  the  inquisitorial  powers  must  be  i  he  should  not  give  any  answer ;  but  to  tho 
increased;  aud  if  the  inquisitorial  powers  |  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonbv)  he 
were  diminisbed|   the  injustice  must  be  j  felt  himself  more  called  upon  to  give  an 
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explanation. .  He  thouglit  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  not  accuse  him  o?  having 
been  the  tool  of  that  administration  of 
which  he  was  so  distinguished  a  member; 
he  had  acted  by  tlie  principles  of  those 
who  were  then  i»  office,  and  the  only 
reason  that  he  gave  no  explanation  before 
was,  that  he  had  no  recollection  of  the 
circumstances. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  was  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  should  refer  to  him 
as  a  member  of  that  administration,  since 
he  held  no  office  in  this  country  connected 
with  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money. 
He  had  filled  the  office  of  lord  chancellor 
of  Ireland,  but  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  secretary  of  the  treasury.  The  want 
of  recollection  seemed  a  prevailing  defect 
in  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  all  his 
explanation  of  these  transactions  was,  that 
he  had  a  very  imperfect  memory. 

Sir  M.  JV.  Ridley  observed,  that  what 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said  with 
respect  to  the  necessity  of  laying  a  tax 
on  those  who  chose  to  reside  in  other 
countries  he  thought  a  strong  proof  of  the 
injustice  and  impolicy  of  tne  tax  on 
income,  and  one  of  the  strongest  argu- 
ments against  it ;  for  it  was  principally  on 
account  of  the  very  heavy  burthen  of  taxa- 
tion that  thev  Icfb  their  native  land,  and  it 
was  natural  for  people  to  seek  those  places 
where  they  could  live  at  the  cheapest 
rate. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  that  he  did  not 
think  he  had  mistaken  the  facts  of  the 
case  to  which  he  had  directed  their  atten- 
tion, and  if  they  were  correct,  they  fur- 
nished an  unanswerable  argument  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  assertion,  that  the 
tax  upon  income  did  not  press  upon  the 
poor. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Motion  respecting  Military 
(tuards.]  Lord  Folkestone  said :—  Mr. 
Speaker ;  I  rise,  in  pursuance  of  the  no- 
tice which  I  gave  the  other  night,  to  move 
for  a  return,  the  production  of  which  will  j 
probably  prove  two  things  —  first,  that 
the  increase,  which  I  noticed  the  other 
night,  in  the  use  of  soldiers  for  the  pur- 
poses of  police,  has  really  taken  place; 
and  secondly,  that  though  the  increase  of 
military  duty  in  and  about  the  metropolis 
has  by  this  means  been  considerable 
within  the  last  few  years,  it  is  not  of  such 
a  description,  as  to  call  for  or  justify  the 
great  augmentation  in  the  life  and  foot- 
(  VOL.  XXXIIL  ) 


guatds,  which  the  House  were  persuaded 
to  vote  the  other  night. 

Sir,  in  submittioff  this  motion  to  Xhm 
House,  I  wish  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
making  one  or  two  observations  on  what 
has  lately  occurred.    On  the  last  night,  oa 
which  there  were  any  discussions  on  this 
military  question,  the  noble  lord  opposite, 
(lord  Castlereagfa)  was  pleased  to  express 
some  indignation   againbt  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend  below  me,  ( M  r.  Brougham ), 
at  his  complaint  of  the  new  appellation, 
which  in  the  estimates  before  the  House 
was  given    to  the  life  and  foot-guards* 
My  hon.  and  learned   friend  had  com* 
plained  of  the  appellation  given  to  thtm,- 
of  household  troops,  and  he  said  very* 
truly,  that  this  was  an  appellation  which' 
had  been  introduced  within  a  few  years,  in* 
imitation  of  the  military  governments  o£ 
the  continent.     He  complained  that  it 
was  an  aping  of  the  French  expression  of 
la  maison  du  rot.    In  answer  to  this,  the 
noble  lord  said,  that  he  was  altogetlier 
mistaken ;  that  it  was  not  a  new  appella- 
tion, and  that  he  would  find  it  as  applied 
to  those  troops  in  Mr.  Burke's  bill.     At 
the  time  this  assertion  was  made  by  the 
noble  lord,  it  struck  every  one  as  very  ex* 
traordinary,  every  body  knowing  that  that 
bill  referred  altogether  to  the  household* 
properly  so  called,  to  the  offices  of  the  lord 
Steward  of  the  lord  Chamberlain,  of  the 
master  of  the  horse,  &c,  and  not  at  all  to 
the    military:     but  the  assertion  being 
broadly  made,  it  was  not  possible  for  any 
one  to  contradict  it  on  the  spot  without 
reference,  and  the  observation  passed  un- 
noticed.   On  a  subsequent  examination 
of  the  bill,  however,  I  found  that  the 
noble  lord  was  quite  mistaken ;  the  word 
"  household"  occurs  indeed  in   the  bill 
over  and  over  again ;  but  as  to  anv  refe- 
rence to  troops,  the  word  **  troops'  is  not 
once  mentioned  in  it.     1  was  therefore  at 
first  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  understand 
what  it  was  to  which  the  noble  lord  re- 
ferred;   but  on  consideration,    I  recdU 
lected  that  though  the  words  "  household 
troops"  do  not  occur  in  the  bill,  in  the 
speeches  with  which  that  bill  was  intro- 
duced and  supported,   they  occur  very 
often.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
moved  that  bill,  describes  in  his  speeches 
with  just  irony,  the  regulations  of  these 
troops — their  discipline ;  he  talks,  too,  of  a 
mutiny  amongst  them.      But  what   are 
these  troops  ?    They  are  not  the  guards ; 
not  the  troops  who  would  go  forth  to  fight 
the  enemies  of  the  country;  but  the  hosts 
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of  penoBt  attaclwd'to  tte  ooor^-who 
oome  dowD  to  igfat  the  bsttto  of  the  mi- 
Bitter  hi  thii  Hooae ;  aot  the  gniidi  who 
beve  nnisketi  in  their  hendt,  bat  the  gtn- 
ttamen  wiio  hold  iriiite  stieki :  they  are 
in  ihort,  the  lords  of  the  bed-chember,  the 
srooiDt  of  the  bed-chamberp  the  cfaem* 
berlaii»»  and  nee-diamberlaiiis,  who  form 
ao  firm  a  phalanx  in  thii  and  the  other 
House  of  Kariiament.  Whether  the 
BoUe  lord  meant  to  apply  to  the  term 
life-goarda  and  foot-goaras,  the  aarcastic 
wit  widi  which  Mr.  Burke  deacribed  the 
heoaBhold  troops  to  which  he  referred,  I 
leSEve  it  to  him  to  explain.  Sir,  we  heard 
the  other  nig^t  that  the  noUe  lord  waa 
Bsnch  pat  to  it  for  arguments;  l|Qt  if 
when  the  noble  lord  refers  to  history  he 
goes  on  at  this  rate»  at  least  he  will  nerer 
So  at  a  loss  for  his  fiuts. 
^  Mr.  Speaker,  there  m  another  dbserni- 
tion  which,  with  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  I  wish  to  submit  to  Sum.  It  did 
M  to  niy  k>t  the  other  night  to  state  to 
the  House  the  appnhenrions  whidb  I  felt, 
that  a  military  goiemment  was  growing 
Uf  in  Ais  oountiy,  and  that  there  existed 
iboertluB  quarters  a  wish  and  design  to 
auhslkute  a  military  de^jpotism  for  the  free 
ODBBtitution  of  this  kmgdom.  In  the 
donrse  of  the  same  debate,  i  was  represeht- 
cSbyan  hon*  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
B.  Ward)  as  having  stated  that  I  had 
alleged  that  this  design  existed,  and  '<  with 
a  new  of  overtuming  the  liberties  of  the 
oountrjT."  I  then  took  the  liberty  of  in- 
terrupting the  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
nam,  and  stated,  that  though  I  alleged  the 
design,  I  did  not  allege  that  it  was  enter- 
tained with  that  view  and  intention.  I 
aiiw  that  that  would  be  necessarily  the  re- 
akilt,  but  that  I  did  not  say  that  that  was 
the  object.  In  the  debates  that  have 
sbce  arisen,  several  gentlemen  have  ex- 
pressed the  same  apprdiensions,  but  have 
expressly  disclaimcMl  the  imputatiott  of  the 
object.  Sir,  I  wish  however  to  be  under^ 
stood  to  disclaim  that  disclaimer.  On 
that  night  I  did  not  impute  the  intention ; 
but  I  did  not  say  that  that  intention  did 
not  exist.  It  was  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  me  looking  at  the  result,  whether  it  did 
exist  or  nott  the  result  in  either  case 
would  be  the  same.  But  when  other  gen- 
tlemen disehum  the  belief  of  that  cbiect, 
I  must  say,  that  I  was  not  then  without 
my  suspicions  that  it  exists.  And  these 
suspicions  which  existed  in  my  mind  at 
that  f  ime,  have  received  great  additional 
and  consistency  li&ce.    The  per- 
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saferaMce  with  which  these  enormqus 
military  establishments  have  been  pushed 
ferwarSi,  and  all  attempts  to  retrencB  them 
have  been  resisted,  has  given  fomi  weiriil 
to  these  suspicions.  But  stui  more  Uie 
determination  of  his  majes^'s  ministers 
to  cram  dowa  the  throats  of  the  people, 
against  their  universal   and   unanimoua 

Siinion  as  expressed  in  petitions  to  this 
ouse,  the  moat  odious  property  tax,  has 
increased  mid  strengthened  every  suqpidon 
I  before  entertained*  A  fiscal  deapotism, 
whidi  this  tta  goes  to  establish,  is  aa 
inimical  to  liberty,  as  a  military  despotism* 
It  is  in  many  respects,  too,  mucn  more 
gaUiogand  Bmre  troublesome.  A  mili- 
tary tjrant  may  exercise  a  terrible  tyranuT 
in  his  own  immediate  neighbourhood, 
within  the  sphere  of  bis  own  senses  and 
the  reach  m  the  army  which  he  com- 
mands: but  those  who  Uve  at  a  distance 
from  him,  and  are  somewhat  removed  firom 
his  influence,  wDI  of  course  fed  his  power 
leas.  Again,  a  military  despot  may  not  have 
a  tyrannicid  disposition,  he  may  be  in- 
clined to  consult  the  good  of  his  people, 
and  may  have  wisdom  to  understand  their 
interests.  But  a  fiscal  tyranny  extends 
into  every  parish  and  comer  of  the 
land  subjected  to  it.  No  distance  ia 
beyond  its  reach.  It  is,  too,  alwaya 
active*  Na  relaxation  can  be  hoped  tat 
of  its  power.  The  property  tax'goes  to 
erect  a  little  tyrant  in  every  village  in 
the  kingdom ;  not  indeed  armed  with  mi- 
litary power  (though  in  truth  I  very  much 
fear  that  if  it  be  enacted,. and  the  collec- 
tion persevered  in,  the  collector  must  go 
about  attended  with  a  file  of  soldiers  in 
order  to  raise  the  money  ) ;  but  if  not  armed 
with  militanr  power  this  little  fiscal 
tyrant  will  find  his  way  into  every  one's 
house,  will  examine  the  most  private 
transactions,  aind  disturb  the  most  retired 
families.  I  say  therefore,  that  the  fiscal 
granny  of  the  income  tax  is  in  truth  as 
destructive  of  liber^  as  the  most  absolute 
military  tyranny.  And  be  it  observed 
too,  that  there  cannot  be  found  for  the 
wish  to  support  this  tax  the  same  pre- 
tences, which  may  be  stated  for  a  love  of 
militaiy  power.  There  is  no  show  nor 
parade  here  to  j^ti^  the  puerile  and 
contemptible  vamty,  which  may  be  alleged 
as  the  mothre  in  the  other  case.  It  can 
be,  I  conceive,  no  other  than  the  pure 
love  of  tyranny,  and  a  systematic  deter- 
mination to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  the 
peode  and  the  constitution  of  the  country. 
Whatever  suqpidons,  therefore,  I  before 
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entertained^  are  now  infinitely  strength* 
ened ;  wbaterer  surmiseB  before  existctl 
in  my  mind  as  to  the  object  and  motive 
for  these  military  innovations,  arc  almost 
reduced  to  a  certainty ;  and  I  wisli  to  be 
distinctly  understood  as  disclaiming  any 
share  in  the  disclaimer  which  some  gen- 
tlemen have  put  in  of  imputing  such  views 
and  motives.  Sir,  I  will  not  any  longer 
detain  the  House  at  present;  but  beg  to 
move,  «'  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  an  account  of  the  number  and 
strength  of  military  guards  mounted 
within  the  bills  of  mortality  on  the  1st 
day  of  January  of  every  year,  from  1791 
to  1816,  both  Inclusive,  distinguishing 
cavalry  from  infantry,  and  stating  the 
number  of  sentries  furnished  from  each 
guard,  and  the  stations  where  posted.*' 

Mr.  Robert  Ward  said,  that  even  if  the 
noble  lord  had  not  expressly  tuld  the 
House  he  had  been  examining  the  works 
of    Mr,    Burke,     it  would    have    been 
easy  to  trace  how  much  they  had  been 
the  object  of  his  study,  and  particularly 
one  of  the  best  of  them,  the  Treatise  on 
the  Sublime  and  Beautiful.    It  was  there 
laid  down,  that  the  great  source  of  the 
sublime  was  obscurity ;  and  in  this  view, 
the  noble  lord's    speech    was    sublimity 
itself.    His  mind  seemed  to  have  con- 
jured up  so  many  terrors,  first  in  regard 
to  ministers — then  not  to  ministers,  but 
perhaps  the  court :    then  not  so  much  the 
court,  as  perhaps  the  spirit  of  the  people 
themselves;  he  disagreed  with  so  many 
opinions,  acquitting  ministers  of  design— 
and  then  disagreed  with  his  own  opinions, 
accusing  them  of  it ;  he  did  not  mean  to 
impute  so  many  things,  and  then  would 
not  say  he  did  not  mean  they  might  not 
be  imputed,  that  really  gentlemen  would 
be  glad   if  he  would  tell  them  exactly 
what  it  was  he  did  mean.    He  conceived 
that  the  noble  lord  was  horribly  afraid ; 
but  of  what,  he  could  not  collect ;  for  by 
much  the  most  terrific  of  his  chimeras  was 
the  circumstance  that  the  Prince  Regent 
opened  the  parliament  in  a  large  military 
cocked  hat.    He  had  accused  .bis  noble 
friend  (lord  Castlereagh)  of  having  not 
only  used  that  terrible  phrase  <*  household 
troops,"  but  with  actually  having  sheltered 
himself  behind  Mr.  Burke'^s  authority,  in 
his  reform  bill.    Mr.  Ward  believed  that 
his  noble  friend  might  have  alluded  to  his 
bill  for  regulating  the  pay  office,  but  it 
was  of  no  sort  of  consequence  whether  it 
was  there  or  noL     This  Mr.  Ward  knew, 
that  the  noble  lord  had  himself  committed 


a  most  egregious  blunder,  in  his  endea- 
vour to  teach  his  noble  friend  history,  ac- 
companying it,  as  he  did,  with  a  threat  of 
impeachment,  nay,    even  of  execution. 
For  he  had  made  a  distinction  which  no 
one  could  understand,  between  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law  and  of  the  constitutioiw 
Empson  and  Dudley,  he  said,  had  been 
executed  for  a  breach  of  the  constitution^ 
though  within  the  law.    This  was  not  sot 
for  against  all  law  and  all  constitutioD^ 
they  were  put  to  death  unheard,  by  attain* 
der,  and  not  for  a  breach  of  the  constito* 
tion,  though  within  the  law,  but  for  trea- 
son whicii  they  had  not  committed.    It 
really  behoved  the  noble  lord,  before  he 
taxed  others  with  mistakes  of  no  sort  of 
consequence,  to   take   care  of   his  own 
when    so  essentially  connected  with  his 
argument.     Ilevertmg  to  the  noble  lord's 
fears,  Mr.  Ward  said,  he  could  only  an- 
swer them  as  he  did  on  a  former  night ; 
he  was  welcome  to  indulge  them  if  he 
pleased,  but  as  he  could  give  no  proof,  all 
that  could  be  said  by  his  side  of  the  House 
was,  that  there  was  nothing  at  all  in  thenu 
8ir  Mark  Wood  observed,  that  as  the 
present  discussion  was  not  respecting  the 
number  of  troops  to  be  maintained  in  the 
country,  he  suspected  the  motion  of  the 
noble  lord  had  proceeded  on  an  erroneoua 
view  of  the  subject.    He  was  of  opinion 
that  ministers  could  not  do  their  duty  in 
a  satisfactory  manner,  if  they  proceeded 
to  diminish  the  number  of  troops.     It  wai 
possible  that    an    explosion   might  take 
place  in  France  in  the  course  of  a  month. 
In    what   a    deplorable  situation,    then^ 
would  the  country  stand,  were  she  to  be 
instantly  stripped  of  all  her  defenders  ^ 
The  duke  of  Wellington  might  probably 
have  occasion  for  more  cavalry,  and  how 
ludicrous   must  ministers    appear,    were 
they  to  tell  him  that  for  the  sake  of  saving 
a  tew  thousand  pounds,  they  had   dia* 
banded  a  considerable  part  of  the  annr* 
What  would  the  duke  naturally  say  in 
such  a  case  ?   And  really  were  gentlemen 
to  consider  the  very  small  sum  which  the 
country  would  gain  by  thus  disbanding 
the  bravest  of  our  troops,  they  would  not 
feel  all  that  warmth  they  at  present  felt 
for  a  reduction  of  the  army.    In  the  dif- 
ferent regiments  of  horse-guards  and  ca^ 
valry,  the  whole  saving  would  only  amoimt 
to  bOOO/.     And  was  this  an  object  for 
which  our  most  gallant  defenders  were  to 
be  thrown  on  the  world  ?  Was  such  a  paU 
try  sum  to  be  any  consideration  in  this 
great  country  I   But  suppoaiog  the  army 
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to  be  at  daogerotis  at  it  was  represteted» 
wkat  ware  the  sentiments  of  ministers^ 
They  never  dreamt  for  a  moment  of  mak- 
ing so  large  an  establuhment  during  peace, 
but  wished  it  merely  to  be  kept  as  an  in- 
termediate establishment  till  experience 
showed  9  whether  or  not  the  peace  was  to 
be  permanent.  Let  gentlemen  look  back 
to  the  short  peace  of  Amiens,  and  con- 
template the  enormous  expense  which 
was  necessarily  entailed  on  the  country, 
in  consequence  of  the  premature  disem- 
bodying of  the  army.  He  believed  no 
man  could  be  found,  at  all  alive  to  the 
true  interests  of  his  country,  who  did  not 
regret  that  measure.  He  was  sorry  to 
'hear  the  establishment  considered  as  aris- 
ing from  a  love  of  gaudy  shcl^w.  It  was 
requisite  for  the  interest  of  the  country, 
and  requisite  for  the  preservation  of  our 
advantages  as  individuals,  that  it  should 
be  kept  up,  at  least  for  a  limited  period. 

Sir  John  Neupnrt  said,  the  question  be- 
fore the  House  was  not  the  reduction  of 
troops — it  was  not  the  peace  or  war  esta- 
blishment of  the  country^  it  was  simply 
a  question  to  ascertain  the  numbers  and 
stations  of  the  guards  employed  in  the 
metropolis  every  year  since  1791.  He 
deprecated  the  manner  in  which  the  hon. 
baronet  had  taken  up  the  time  of  the 
House,  by  entering  into  foreign  and  ex- 
traneous matters.  What  they  had  to  do 
with  the  question  before  the  House  he 
knew  not ;  but  supposed  they  were  part 
of  a  speech  prepared  for  the  army  esti- 
mates. 

Lord  Palmerston  had  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord. 
It  would,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  furnish 
exactly  the  precise  number  employed  in 
some  of  the  years.  He  could,  however, 
assure  the  noble  lord,  that  the  number  of 
troopers  on  duty  did  not  at  present  ex- 
ceed forty-five,  which  was  considerably 
fewer  than  when  the  king  had  his  resi- 
dence in  town. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Army  Estimates.]  The  House  hav- 
ing resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  sup- 
ply, to  which  the  ordnance  estimates 
were  referred,  lord  Palmerston  moved, 
that  the  sum  of  382,692^  Us.  ed.  be 
voted,  to  defray  the  charges  for  the  dra- 
goon guards,  and  the  royal  waggon  train." 

Sirilf.  W.  Ridley  said,  he  understood 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  cavalry  at 
present  embodied,  were  deficient  in  their 
Movement  of  horses;   be  particularly 
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alluded  to  the  6tb  dragoons  and  the 
Scotch  greys,  which  had  not  above  half 
their  number.  He  suggested,  whether  it 
would  not  be  wise  to  reduce  the  cavalry 
to  the  actual  number  of  horses  which  they 
possessed.  He  thought  the  attention  of 
the  House  ought  particulariy  to  be  called 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  horses  of  the 
British  army  had  been  transported  from 
France  to  this  country  on  a  late  occasion. 
The  animals,  he  observed,  had  not  been 
conveyed  in  regular  transports,  but  had 
been  put  into  vessels  of  a  description  so 
impro^r,  and  m  numbers  so  great,  that 
many  of  them  had  been  lamed,  and 
others  had  actually  died.  He  knew  this 
to  have  been  the  case,  particularly  with 
the  horses  of  many  infantry  officers, 
which  by  this  imprudent  practice  had 
been  utterly  ruineo.  He  objected,  too, 
to  the  cavidry  estimates  being  now  for 
20,000  men,  when,  last  peace,  they  were 
not  more  than  12,000. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  from  the 
hon.  baronet^s  own  statement,  the  dra- 
goon regiments  were  not  in  that  state  of 
perfection  in  which  they  ought  to  be. 
So  far  from  being  reduced,  therefore,  it 
was  essential  that  their  deficiency  should 
be  supplied.  With  respect  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  horses  had  been  trans- 
ported from  France,  he  observed,  that 
with  a  due  regard  to  economy,  from  the 
great  expense  attending  cavalry  trans- 
ports, the  course  adopted  was  by  far  the 
most  advantageous.  He  was  aware  that 
the  number  of  horses  lost  had  amounted 
to  about  200,  but  a  saving  had  been  ef- 
fected to  the  public  far  beyond  the  value 
of  those  animals^  by  employing  the  vessels 
which  had  been  taken  into  requisition  on 
the  occasion. 

Sir  M,  W.  Ridley  said,  that  he  was  in- 
formed the  horses  had  been  so  crowded, 
that  some  had  fallen  under  the  feet  of 
others,  and  were  actually  suflfocated.  If 
the  persons  who  had  undertaken  to  super- 
intend this  business  had  misconducted 
themselves,  he  thought  inquiry  should  be 
made  into  the  circumstances  of  that  mis- 
conduct. 

Mr.  WarresM^  he  understood  that  the 
contract  made  by  government  at  Dover 
for  transporting  the  cavalry  was  25s,  a 
horse,  but  it  was  a  most  expensive  one ; 
for  day  after  day  the  people  had  to  wit- 
ness the  disgusting  sight  of  fine  horses 
beinff  dragged  from  the  ships  dead.  Of 
this  he  himself  could  bear  testimony,  as 
he  happened  to  be  down  at  Dover  at  the 
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time.  If  nothing  else  were  considered*  it 
was  •  species  of  ingratitude  to  those  fine 
animals  who  had  carried  their  riders 
through  so  many  difficulties.  He  believed 
that  square-rigged  vessels  were  much 
better  calculated  to  transport  cavalry  than 
the  cutters  which  were  usually  employed 
in  that  service. 

Lord  Palmerston  conceived  that  tlie 
view  taken  on  the  subject  of  the  traospor- 
tation  of  horses  was  considerably  beyond 
what  the  real  facu  of  the  case  warranted. 
It  was  very  well  known  that  the  harbours 
on  the  French  coast  were  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult to  navigate,  and  it  was  therefore 
found  much  preferable  to  transport  the 
horses  in  vessels  which  had  always  been 
accustomed  to  such  a  service  ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  unu- 
sually bad  weather,  scarcely  any  of  the 
horses  would  have  been  lost  With  regard 
to  the  deficiency  of  horses  in  the  cavalry 
regiments  mentioned  by  the  hon.  baronet, 
it  seemed  to  have  been  forgotten,  that 
when  the  regiments  had  their  full  comple- 
ment of  horses,  ten  men  per  troop  always 
remained  dismounted. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  thought  that  after  what 
had  fallen  from  an  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  it  was  necessary 
that  some  inquiry  should  take  place  into 
the  subject. 

Sir  John  Nevsport  also  pressed  the  neces- 
sity of  inquiry. 

Mr.  Bennet  complained  of  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  cavalry,  which  had  been  car- 
ried to  an  enormous  amount,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  revenue.  It 
was  impossible  to  hear  what  had  been 
stated  on  this  subject  with  regard  to  Ire- 
land without  feeling  the  greatest  alarm. 
Four  hundred  parties  of  these  troops  had 
been  stated  to  have  been  employed  m  that 
country  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Peel  explained,  that  he  had  stated 
that  the  troops  were  employed  in  400 
quarters,  and  that  about  20  parties  were 
occupied  in  suppressing  illicit  distillation. 

Sir  M.  fV.  lUdley  said,  that  the  chief 
objection  he  had  to  the  employment  of 
these  cavalry  in  the  prevention  of  smug- 
gling, was  the  danger  of  the  rewards  which 
would  be  offered,  inducing  them  to  swerve 
from  the  path  of  duty,  and  also  the  effect 
it  would  have  upon  their  moral  habits. 
He  wished,  however,  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  particularly  to  a  part  of 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  signed  in  November 
last,  with  respect  to  the  employment  of 
the  military  in  France.    It  had  been  sti- 
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pulated,  that  the  coUection  of  the  taxes 
and  customi  ehould  remain  in  the  handa 
of  the  king  of  Fhrnce,  but  that*  in  ease  of 
need«  the  British  foroet  ahouU  lend  their 
assistance.  It  appeared,  therefore,  thai 
the  English  army  was  not  only  to  maintain 
the  Bourbons  on  the  throne,  but  were  alio 
to  collect  the  taxes  for  the  French  ^vern- 
roent.  \Was  it  a  duty  which  the  ministers 
of  this  country  considered  would  have  • 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the 
sddiers,  to  lend  their  aid  to  such  disgrso»* 
ful  proceedings  as  were  continually  takiQff 
place  in  France?  Ministers,  it  seemeib 
were  not  contented  with  employing  the 
troops  in  collecting  the  revenue  at  home^ 
but  must  send  them  abroad  to  do  the  saoM 
without  any  reason  or  utility. 

General  Hope  defended  the  military 
establbhment  as  proposed  by  ministers. 
With  respect  to  the  ffuards,  he  conceived 
that  it  was  the  best  policy  to  augment  their 
number,  because  the  household  troops  had 
proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  confr- 
dence  placed  in  them.  They  were,  in  factf 
the  only  remains  of  those  heavy  horse 
which  in  the  seven  years  war  distinguished 
themselves  so  much,  and  which  were  able 
to  beat  down  the  force  of  the  cuirassiers. 
The  hon.  member  then  proceeded  to  point 
out  the  great  deficiency  of  force  in  the 
year  1792,  when  there  existed  only  one 
brigade  of  guards,  amounting  to  1200  men, 
which  could  be  called  efficient.  It  was  at 
the  period  of  the  expedition  to  £g}'pt, 
under  sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  that  the 
British  army  began  to  appear  in  its  proper 
light ;  and  a  letter  received  by  sir  David 
Dundas,  from  that  gallant  general,  fully 
exemplified  the  good  efiect.of  the  system 
which  was  then  laid  down.  Experience, 
he  contended,  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
form  good  soldiers;  and  he  quoted  the 
duke  of  Wellington  as  an  example,  who^ 
having  studied  the  military  art  for  twenty- 
five  years,  had  now  shone  forth  the  glory 
of  his  country.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
these  precautionary  measures  would  not 
be  rejected  under  the  notion  that  the  men 
who  could  be  raised  in  a  few  weeks  were 
as  good  soldiers,  or  as  brave  warriors,  as 
those  who  had  fought  so  many  battles  for 
their  country.  In  his  opinion,  there  never 
was  a  time  when  the  army  had  so  strong  a 
claim  upon  the  country,  and  lie  conceived 
that  it  would  be  the  best  policy,  and  the 
truest  economy,  to  keep  up  the  force 
which  had  been  proposed. 

Mr.  Wynn  perfectly  concurred  in  what 
had  follea  from  his  hon.  friend  as  to  the 
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emplaymtDt  of  khe  eainitf  iot  iktweum 
purpdNi  cmlyt  nore  paHtcuIarty  a*  be  had 
fliwqn  uadcntood  ttuit  the  mimary  ware 
to  TO  caDed  upon  to  act  on  important 
ocoaaions  only  oy  the  orii  powar.  YHih 
mpect  alio  to  the  troopa  which  were  sta* 
tiooed  at  the  ptecea  of  entertainment,  he 
was  old  enoogn  to  recdlect  when  no  aoU 
dier  dared  to  act  without  the  authority  of 
the  con8td)Ie ;  but  now  things  had  taken  a 

2di£brent  tum^  and  the  military  were 
red  to  act  without  Control  upon  all 
occaiions.  He  had  intended  to  haire 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  reaolution 
veepecting  the  cavalry  ao  employed,  for 
the  purpose  of  reducmg  them;  but  he 
ftmnd  it  would  have  been  a  useless  wasto 
or  time,  as  ministers  were  determined  to 
have  the  majority  in  i|U  the  divisions  on 
the  resolutions. 

Lord  Casdereagh  declared,  that  there 
was  no  intention  to  emandpate  the  army 
from  die  control  of  the  civil  power.  That 
was  not  done  in  Ireland,  and  was  not  in 
contemplation  here*  He  agreed  that  it 
would  be  preferable  to  employ  the  soldiers 
otherwise;  but  nothioa  was  eauerthan  to 
make  speeches  to  establish  any  particular 
pointy  which  if  adopted  by  government 
would  cause  the  senrice  of  the  country  to 
stand  still.  There  were  only  tvpo  modes 
of  repressing  smuggling.  The  first,  which 
had  been  used  hj  Mr.  Pitt  in  1792  was, 
to  lower  the  duties  so  far,  as  to  render 
smuggling  unprofitable.  But  this  was  now 
impracticable,  if  it  was  intended  to  carry 
on  the  government  of  the  country.  Those 
duties  could  not  be  reduced  without  sacri- 
ficing eight  millions  of  revenue.  The 
other  was  to  employ  the  military  as  it  was 
now  intended,  which  would  only  occa8ion 
an  expenditure  of  400,000/.  whilst  the 
slightest  infraction  of  the  system  against 
smuggling  might  occasion  a  loss  of  two, 
three,  or  four  millions  of  revenue.  In 
order  to  prevent  any  deterioration  in  the 
discipline  of  the  army,  it  was  intended 
that  only  one  half  of  each  regiment  should 
be  employed  on  this  service;  the  other 
half  would  be  in  a  sort  of  depot,  subject  to 
all  the  strictness  of  military  regulations. 
If  such  a  plan  were  not  adopted  the  re- 
venue might  be  broken  down  to  such  a 
degree,  as  to  compel  the  House^to  inflict 
on  the  people  mucn  more  grievous  exac- 
tions in  order  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  concurred  with  his 
hon.  friend  in  not  wishing  to  move  an 
amendment  after  the  majority  which  he 
had  seen  on  a  former  evening  on  the  sub- 
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ject  of  the  estimates.  He  wished,  how- 
ever, to  temarie  on  the  explanation  given 
by  a  noble  lord  opposite  That  noble  lord 
had  been  obliged  to  acknowledge,  that  a 
great  iniury  was  likely  to  be  done  to  the 
troops,  by  being  employed  in  preventing 
imugriing.  The  noble  lord  had  given  a 
chemess  prospect  to  the  House.  He  had 
stated  that  there  could,  under  present  cir- 
cmnstancea,  be  no  reduction  of  taxes,  and 
he  had  hem  forced  to  admit,  that  in  en* 
deavouring  to  keep  them  up  to  their  pre- 
sent  amount,  the  employment  of  a  mili- 
tary force  was  necessary,  which  force  was 
likely  to  be  severely  injured  by  such  em* 
ployment* 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
resolution,  proposing  a  grant  of  1,592,000/. 
for  defitiyiog  Uie  expense  of  the  forces 
abroad,  exclusive  of  the  troops  stationed 
In  France,  and  in  the  territorial  posses- 
sions of  the  India  company,  being  put, 

Mr.  Gordon  adverted  to  the  increased 
establishment  for  Jamaica,  to  the  amount 
of  4,000  men.  He  could  not  conceive  ita 
purpose,  when  no  descent  on  that  island 
was  to  be  feared.  The  militia  of  Jamaica, 
into  which  every  white  man  capable  of 
bearing  arms  was  bound  to  entor,  ap- 
peared quite  sufficient  for  maintaining  in- 
ternal police.  As  to  the  Ionian  islands, 
he  objected  to  the  idea  of  taking  them 
under  our  protection ;  we  afiected  to  eive 
them  independence  and  a  flag  of  their 
own,  while  we  fastened  a  large  garrison 
upon  th^m:  this  was  too  much  in  the 
French  style  of  affording  protection. 

Lord  Balmerslon  stated  in  reply,  that 
500  men  of  the  Jamaica  establishment 
were  to  be  sent  to  Honduras,  which  would 
reduce  the  total  to  S,500  men,  of  whom 
in  that  climate  it  was  probable  that  not 
more  than  S,000  would  be  effective.  As 
to  the  West  India  garrisons  generally,  it 
was  to  be  considered  that  we  had  now 
6,500  black  troops  on  foot.  These  would 
require  at  least  9,000  British  troops  to  be 
mixed  with  them.  It  might  be  a  questioa 
whether  these  black  corps  might  not  be 
applied  to  some  other  service,  but  this  was 
a  matter  for  future  consideration.  He 
conceived  there  were  no  two  stations 
where  an  adequate  force  was  more  requi- 
site than  Malta  and  Corfu ;  for,  if  left  too 
weak,  they  were  liable  to  be  taken  by 
coup-de-main,  and  could  only  be  reco- 
vered by  a  long  and  expensive  siege. 

Mr.  A.  Grant  contended,  that  it  would 
be  extremely  dangerous  to  keep  up  a  less 
force  in  our  West  India  colonies,  parti- 
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cularly  in  Jamtica,  Uuun  was  proposed, 
and  protested  strongly  against  any  reduc- 
tion being  made  in  them.  He  had  had 
particular  opportunities  of  information  on 
this  subject,  and  did  not  think  that  any 
great  confidence  could  be  placed  on  the 
oiack  corps,  which  he  viewed  with  extreme 
jealousy. 

Mr.  Fremantle  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a 
sudden  surprise  of  Malta  in  time  of  peace. 
He  would  ask,  why  not  call  on  the  settle- 
ments generally  to  maintain  their  own  mi- 
litary establismnent  ?  This  he  conceived, 
might  be  eflected  by  a  very  small  tax  on 
their  exports  and  miports.  The  exports 
to  Gibraltar,  he  understood,  in  one  year 
amounted  to  not  less  than  two  millions. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  suggestion  had  not  escaped  the 
attention  of  government;  it  was  to  be  con- 
sidered, however,  that  the  trade  with  the 
West  India  islands  and  with  Canada,  being 
subject  to  a  strict  monopoly,  was  in  fact 
already  taxed.  At  the  same  time  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  legislature  of  those 
islands  would  lend  their  assistance  to  the 
aupport  of  the  troops.  As  to  our  posses- 
sions in  the  Mediterranean,  an  mquiry 
had  been  directed,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  how  much  they  could  raise 
for  the  support  of  the  different  establish- 
ments; but  this  would  require  a  length 
of  time,  and  we  could  not  this  year  hope 
for  any  considerable  reduction  of  expense 
in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  Rose  was  astonished  at  the  proposal 
of  taxing  the  exports  to  Gibraltar.  He 
was  certain  that  the  general  amount  of 
these  exports  did  not  exceed  600,000^ 
and  of  these  not  180,00M.  were  consumed 
at  Gibraltar,  which  was  a  mere  depdt  for 

foods  tn  transUu  to  other  parts  of  the 
lediterranean.  To  impose  a  tax  on  them, 
therefore,  would  be  taxing  our  own  ma- 
nufactures. The  same  was  the  case  at 
Malta,  where  our  manufactures  only  en- 
tered fit  transitu,  and  were  always  met  in 
the  Turkish  ports  with  the  competition  of 
the  French  merchants. 

Mr.  Wvnn  thought  a  force  of  2,000  or 
even  1,500  men  sufficient  to  garrison 
Malta.  If  the  troops  were  to  overawe 
the  black  population  of  Jamaica,  it  was 
but  &ir  and  just  that  the  inhabitants  of 
that  island  should  pay  for  that  protection. 
Mr.  Marryat  said,  that  every  gentle- 
man acquainted  with  the  commerce  of  the 
Mediterranean  must  be  aware  of  the  com- 
petition with  which  our  manufacturers  had 
to  struggle.    If  we  laid  a  duty  on  our  ex- 


ports to  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  we  should 
drive  our  own  manufactures  out  of  the 
market.  The  same  observation  applied 
to  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  Wifnn  asked  if  any  part  of  the.ex« 
pense  which  the  custody  ot  Buonapart6  at 
St.  Helena  threw  upon  us,  was  to  be  borna 
by  the  four  great  powers,  who  had  aa 
equal  interest  witli  ourselves  in  his  safa 
cttstodv? 

Lora  Castlereaeh  said,  the  other  great;^ 
powers  were  perfectly  disposed  to  rdiev^ 
us  of  the  custody  of  that  prisoner.  But 
havinff  thrown  himself  into  our  hands,  it 
would  be  very  uneracious  to  deliver  him 
up  to  the  custoc^  of  any  other  power* 
It  was  certainly  most  advantageous,  too^ 
for  the  security  and  repose  of  £urope» 
that  he  should  remain  in  our  hands.  Unoer 
these  circumstances  he  did  not  see  that 
we  could  in  justice  make  a  demand  on 
anyof  the  powers  in  question. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  After 
which,  the  chairman  reported  progress^ 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday^  March  14. 

PXTITIONS  AGAINST  TH£  PrOPSBTT 

Tax.]  Lord  Montford  presented  a  petl- 
tioo  from  the  occupiers  of  land  in  and 
about  Chertsey  against  the  Property  Tax. 
He  understood  that  it  was  in  contemplation 
to  propose  a  renewal  of  the  property  tax 
under  some  modification,  by  which  it  was 
to  bear  less  heavily  on  the  fiirmer  than 
before.  But,  even  with  such  modificatioop 
the  petitioners  stated  that  they  would  be 
obliged  to jnay,  not  on  profit,  but  on  loss; 
because,  after  payment  of  their  rents  and 
taxes,  they  haa  no  profits  at  alL 

The  Earl  of  Gallomay  presented  a  peti« 
tion  from  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land 
in  Wigtoun,  praying  relief  agmnst  the  pro* 
perty  tax,  and  other  taxes  pressing  heavily 
on  the  agricultural  interest.  BoUi  parlia- 
ment and  the  government,  his  lordship 
said^  must  now  be  ftilly  convinced  of  the 
dreadful  state  of  distress  to  which  the 
agricultural  interest  was  reduced,  and  it 
was  high  time  that  the  legislature  should 
interfere,  and  apply  a  prompt  remedy. 
However  important  the  discussions  might 
be,  in  which  parliament  was  now  engaged-— 
he  idluded  to  the  property  tax,  and  the 
establishments  proposed  to  be  kept  up— . 
he  would  venture  to  say  that  they  were 
nothing  compared  with  the  subject  of  the 
distressed  situation  of  the  agricultural  in- 
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leitft  It  was  unneoemiy  for  him  now 
to  enter  into  any  detaila  on  that  subject 
It  had  been  well  treated  on  a  late  occa- 
aioDy  and  in  a  manner  which  did  great 
bonoor  to  those  who  took  a  part  in  the 
discassion*  But  there  was  one  point  to 
whidi  he  wished  to  call  their  lordships' 
attention,  for  the  porpose  of  correcting 
what  he  conceived  to  oe  a  great  error  in 
a  statement  which  had  been  made  to  the 
House  on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of 
the  property  tax.  It  had  been  stated^ 
that  Sbodand  did  not  pay  its  proportion 
ofUietaz,  and  that  it  was  not  collected 
there  with  the  same  rigour  as  in  England. 
Now,  he  could  take  upon  himself  to  say 
that,  as  iar  as  the  agricultural  interest  was 
ooDcemedi  it  was  raised  in  Scotland,  not 
only  with  as  much,  but  a  great  deal  more 
rigour  than  in  Enghnd.  As  to  Uie  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  interests,  he 
could  neither  ayouch  nor  denv  the  state- 
taeoL  He  did  not  know  with  certainty 
how  that  might  be ;  but  he  was  perfectly 
convinced  that  on  the  landed  interest  the 
tax  prcflsed  more  rinrously  in  Scotland 
than  in  England.  In  the  latter  country 
there  were  lands  held  without  leases,  and 
tlie  tax  was  calculated  upon  the  ground 
pf  certain  parochial  assessments.  But  in 
Scotland  almost  all  the  tenants  had  leases, 
which,  with  other  writings,  must  be  pro- 
duced ;  and  the  tax  was  calculated  on  the 
highest  value,  which  was  considered  as 
equal  to  an  additional  3  per  cent. 

Lord  Holland  agreed  that  the  agricul- 
tural interest  was  reduced  to  a  state  of  the 
greatest  distress.  That  unfortunately  was 
a  proposition  which  no  one  could  deny. 
But  the  state  of  the  commercial  and  nia- 
nufiu;turing  interests  also  was  such,  that  the 
whole  ought  to  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
solemn  investigation  in  parliament,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  causes  and  apply 
the  proper  remedy.  This  was  his  opinion, 
which  he  had  shown,  not  by  speaking,  but 
by  his  vote  on  a  late  occasion,  when  the 
majority  of  their  lordships,  notwithstand- 
ing the  petitions  which  came  up  from  all 
quarters,  and  which  presented  such  a  pic- 
ture of  distress,  refused  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  nation.  But  he 
was  astonished  to  find  that  the  noble  lord, 
and,  he  supposed,  the  petitioners,  appear- 
ed to  consicler  the  questions  as  to  the  pro- 
perty tax,  and  the  mimense  military  estab- 
lishments now  proposed  to  be  kept  up,  as 
distinct  from  the  distresses  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest.  In  his  opinion,  all  these 
questions  were  most  closely  connected. 


If  tbej  were  to  have  these  vast  establish- 
Kihments,  and  the  expenditure  consequent 
upon  them,  the  nation  must  be  grievously 
taxed  in  order  to  support  them.      The 

nle  must,  in  that  view  of  the  matter^ 
urthened  with  taxes  which,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  country,  they  are 
unable  to  pay.  But  what  chiefly  called . 
him  up  was,  the  observation  which  the 
noUe  lord  had  expressed  on  a  statement 
made  by  him  on  a  former  occasion,  rela- 
tive to  the  payment  of  this  tax.  When 
he  said  that  the  tax  was  not  paid  in  Scot- 
land in  the  same  manner  as  in  England, 
he  spoke  from  such  information  as  lie  had 
been  enabled  to  procure— their  lordships 
having  denied  him  the  means  of  investiga* 
tion  by  official  documents.  But  the  ncole 
lord  hraisdf  had  not  denied  that  the  state- 
ment might  be  correct  as  to  the  commer- 
cial and  manufacturing  interests  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  that  statement  had  been  called 
forth  by  a  petition,  which  must  have  been 
heard  with  astonishment  and  dismay,  from 
a  commercial  city  of  Scotland,  in  favour 
of  the  property  tax.  He  had  then  stated, 
that  accoraing  to  the  best  of  his  informa- 
tion, the  amount  of  property  tax,  paid  by 
that  city  hardly  equallea  its  payments  for 
house  tax ;  and  he  had  then  said,  and  now 
again  said,  that  if  they  were  to  have  tliia 
property  tax  continued  in  spite  of  the 
almost  universal  voice  of  the  country 
raised  against  it,  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
parliament  to  take  care — and  Ife  said  so 
without  any  invidious  allusion  to  Scotland 
in  particular — that  it  should  be  paid  with 
due  equality  and  impartiality  in  all  parts 
of  the  country. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Marriage  of  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte OF  Wales.]  The  Earl  of  Liver- 
Sool  presented  a  message  from  the  Prince 
legcnt,  announcing  that  his  royal  high- 
ness .had  given  his  consent  to  the  ninrriagc 
of  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte Augusta,  with  his  serene  highness 
Prince  Leopold  of  Cobourg.  [See  this 
days  proceedings  of  the  Coniiiions.]  The 
message  having  been  read  by  the  lord 
chancellor,  and  afler wards  by  the  clerk, 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  when 
he  communicated  to  the  House  last  night 
that  he  expected  to  receive  the  commands 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  bring  down  to  the  House  a  message  on 
the  subject  of  the  marriage  of  her  royal 
higl^iess  the  princess  Charlotte  of  Wolesy 
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he  did  so  from  a  belief  that  it  might  be 
the  wish  of  many  noble  lords  to  attend 
on  the  occasion,  who  without  such  notice, 
might  have  no  opportunity  of  being  in- 
formed that  it  was  intended  to  bring  down 
a  message  of  this  description  on  this  dny. 
He  had  found,  upon  investigation,  that  it 
had  been  tlie  invariable  practice,  on  all 
occasions  of  delivering  mc8Sflges  of  this 
nature  from  the  Crown,  to  move  an  address 
upon  it  on  the  same  day  on  which  it  was 
delivered  ;  and  he  was  sure  their  lordships 
would  not  be  disposetl  now  to  pay  less 
respect  to  the  royal  message  than  had 
been  paid  at  former  periods,  but  would  be 
anxious  to  folh)w  that  course  which  bad 
i)cen  uniformly  pursued  on  similar  occa- 
sions. The  subject  of  the  message  was  of 
the  highest  importance,  and  must  be 
deeply  interesting  to  their  lordships,  and 
to  all  classes  of  his  majesty's  subjects. 
Whatever  difference  of  opinion  there 
might  be  among  them  on  political  sub- 
jects, they  must  all  feel  disposed  to  concur 
in  such  measures  as  might  be  best  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  comfort  and  happi- 
ness of  the  royal  family*  He  was  per- 
suaded, therefore,  that  he  should  be  acting 
contrary  to  the  feeling  of  the  House,  if  he 
wece  to  detain  their  hirdships  from  coming 
to  a  vote  on  the  address  which  he  was 
about  to  propose,  by  entering  into  any 
details  on  this  subject  at  present.  But  he 
felt  it  proper  to  say — and  he  said  so,  not 
as  using  words  of  course,  and  expressions 
of  mere  compliment,  but  as  having  had 
nn  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  fact 
from  the  best  sources  of  information— 
that  with  respect  to  the  illustrious  prince 
upon  whom  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  had  thought  proper  to  bestow  his 
daughter  in  marriage,  he  believed  there 
was  on  the  continent  of  Europe  but  one 
sentiment  as  to  his  personal  merits  and 
respectability.  He  was  not  now  speaking 
of  the  opinion  merely  of  the  members  of 
that  illustrious  person's  own  house  and 
family,  but  of  the  general  opinion  and  sen- 
timent of  all  the  courts  of  Europe— of  the 
opinions  of  his  equals  and  his  inferiors — all 
of  whom  agreed  in  bearing  testimony  to 
the  propriety  of  his  conduct  and  the  good- 
ness of  his  clraracter.  This  was  not  the 
time  to  say  any  thins  as  to  the  provision 
which  it  might  be  iittmg  to  make  for  these 
illustrious  persons  on  the  occasion  of 
their  marriage  :  that  question  would  come 
regularly  before  their  lordships  at  another 
time.  He  would  only  now  say,  with  refe- 
rence to  that  point,  that  he  had  paid  the 
(VOL.  XXXIH. ) 


utmost  attention  to  the  subject,  and  con- 
sidered it  both  with  a  view  to  what  was 
due  to  the  illuiitrious  parties  themselves, 
and  also  with  a  view  to  what  would  be 
creditable  to  the  country,  without  any 
improper  extravagance.  Hut  he  could 
not  let  this  part  of  the  subject  pass  without 
this  observation ;  that  when  their  lordships 
came  to  consider  what  provision  it  would 
be  proper  to  make  upon  this  occasion,  he 
trusted  their  lordsliips  would  take  care 
that  it  should  be  made  in  such  a  manner, 
that  the  illustrious  persons  of  whom  he 
had  been  speaking  might  have  the  free 
enjoyment,  in  the  first  instance,  of  their 
own  income.  He  said  this,  because  he 
had  observed,  that  where  a  provision  had 
been  made,  though  it  was  sufHcicnt  for 
its  purpose,  yet,  from  the  want  of  such  a 
regulation  as  hu  had  mentioned  on  the 
part  of  parli;]mcnt,  it  had  become  altoge- 
ther insufiicient.  Their  lordships,  there- 
fore, he  was  persuaded,  would  be  disposed 
to  place  the  illustrious  persons  in  a  situa- 
tion in  which  they  would  have  the  free 
use  of  their  own  income.  It  was  their 
wish,  he  was  authorized  to  say,  to  confine 
their  expenses  strictly  within  their  income; 
and  saying  this,  he  relied  confidently  oa 
the  liberality  of  parliament,  that,  with 
every  proper  attention  to  economy,  it 
would  give  that  income  and  assidtance 
which  would  be  worthy  of  a  great  nation 
on  the  occasion  of  a  marriage  of  such  im- 
portance. He  should,  therefore,  without 
longer  detaining  their  lordships  at  present, 
move,  **  That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  returning  the  thanks  of  the  House 
for  his  gracious  communication,  and  to 
express  their  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
marriage  of  her  royal  highness  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte  Augusta  to  a  protestant 
prince  of  so  illustrious  a  house — an  event 
which  must  be  satisfactory  to  all  classes  of 
his  majesty's  subjects,  and  condueive  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country  ;  and  to 
assure  his  royal  highness,  that  he  may  rely 
with  confidence  on  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Lords  ii>  such  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  to  conclude  this  marriage, 
and  to  demonstrate  the  affectionate  zeal 
and  dutiful  regard  of  the  House  towards 
his  royal  highness  and  the  royal  family,  as 
well  as  its  disposition  to  pay  every  proper 
attention  to  what  is  due  to  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  tlie  Crown.*' 

The  question  having  been  put  upon  th^ 
address  by  the  lord  Chancellor,  it  was 
agreed  to  nem.  dis* 

(S) 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thmndat/,  March  14. 
Fkince  Rkcent'h  Mkssage  ee- 
arECTiNa  THE  Marriage  of  tbb 
pRiMCEsa  Charlotte  ob  Wales.J 
Lord  Ca«tLereagh  appeared  at  the  bar 
with  the  following  Mosage  from  the 
Prince  Regent : 

"  George  P.  R. 

"  The  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  hia  Majesty, 
having  ^Ten  the  royal  consent  to  a  mar- 
riage between  hia  daughter,  her  royal 
fajgnnen  the  princeu  Charlotte  Auguita, 
and  hia  serene  highness  Leopold  George 
Frederick,  prince  of  Cofaourg  of  Saalfeld, 
baa  thousht  fit  to  commuDicate  the  same 
to  thia  House. 

"  His  Royal  Highness  ia  fuUjr  per- 
anaded,  that  this  tJliance  cannot  but  be 
Kceptable  to  all  his  majesty's  faithful  sub* 
lects;  and  the  many  proofs  nhich  hii 
Royal  Highness  has  received  of  the  affec- 
tionate attachment  of  this  House  to  hit 
majesty's  person  and  family,  leave  him  no 
room  to  doubt  of  the  concurrence  and 
■asutance  of  this  House  in  enabling  him 
to  make  such  a  provision,  with  a  view  to 
the  said  marriage,  as  may  be  suitable  to 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  country. 

"Q.P.R: 

The  Message  having  been  brought  up 
and  read  by  the  Speaker, 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  the  course 
usually  pursued  on  similar  occasions  iraa, 
to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  going 
into  a  committee  on  a  mesbagc  roJating  to 
a  circuoulance  so  auipicious  us  timt  which 
had  just  been  communicated  to  the  House 
But  while  they  did  this,  their  aSection 
and  the  deep  interest  which  they  took  in 
■11  that  so  nearly  concerned  that  illus- 
trious family,  by  whom  we  had  nov  the 
happiness  to  be  governed,  and  whose  sway 
had  so  largely  contributed  to  the  liberjies 
of  Englishmen,  had  always  suggested  on 
the  moment  an  expression  of  gratitude  for 
the  message  which  had  been  brought 
down,  coupled  with  an  assurance  that  thev 
would  proceed  without  delay  to  take  it 
into  their  most  serious  consideration,  in 
order  to  make  such  provision  as  might 
appear  suitable  to  the  liigh  rank  of  the 
parties,  and  consistent  with  the  dignity  of 
the  nation.  On  the  present  occasion  hi' 
anticipated  no  difficulty  in  persuading  the 
House  to  take  this  course  on  the  auspi- 
cious and  gratifying  event  irbich  be  nod 
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been  autboriaed  to  communicate  this  day. 
No  argument  was  necessary  on  his  part  to 
awaken  their  attachment  to  that  illustrious 
(lersonage,  who  now  so  gloriously  presided 
over  the  government  of  this  country,  or  to 
that  distinguished  individual  who  was  the 
object  of  the  present  message.  The  alli- 
ance about  to  be  contracted  was  one 
which  promised  to  be  not  less  conducive 
10  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  parties 
than  to  the  advantage  and  glory  of  the 
nation.  He  felt  it  impossible  to  abstain 
from  congratulating  the  House  on  the 
character  of  the  individual  who  was  now 
about  to  be  united  to  the  royal  family  of 
England  by  marriage.  In  speaking  on 
this  subject  it  would  ill  become  him  to 
o^r  any  thing  like  flattery  to  prince 
Leopold,  but  be  spoke  in  the  hearing  of 
those  who  could  correct  him  if  he  over- 
rated any  thing,  when  he  asserted,  that 
there  was  but  one  opinion  of  his  merits 
throughout  Europe;  and  that  bis  prin- 
ciples, his  manners,  hia  habits,  all  Com> 
manded  admiration,  and  proved  bim  to 
possess  those  qualiftcations  which  fitted 
him  for  domestic  enjoyment,  and  whicli 
were  necessary  to  form  a  suitable  constat 
for  the  princess  Charlotte.  What  provi- 
sion il  might  be  proper  to  make,  it  would 
be  for  the  House  to  consider  on  going  into 
a  committee  on  the  messagel  In  deciding 
on  this  question,  he  doubted  not  they 
would  mark  their  attachment  to  the  royal 
family  by  uniting  that  liberality  which  be- 
came the  character  of  the  country  end  the 
splendour  of  the  Crown,  with  that  due  at- 
tention to  economy  whicli  ought  never  to 
be  lost  sight  of  by  parliament.  There 
was  only  one  consideration  which  he 
would  press  on  them,  as  that  which  he 
was  anxious  they  would  keep  particularly 
in  view.  He  hoped  that  in  making  a  pro- 
vision suitable  to  the  high  situation  of  the 
parties,  it  would  be  so  framed,  on  their 
first  settlement  in  lire,  as  to  guard  against 
the  necessity  of  recurring  to  the  liberality 
of  parliament  a  second  time.  The  noble 
lord  then  moved, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  higlmess  the  Prince 
Regent,  to  return  his  royal  highness  the 
thanks  of  this  House  for  his  most  gracioua 
communication  of  the  intended  marriage 
between  his  royal  highness's  daughter, 
her  royal  highness  the  princess  Charlotte 
Augusta,  and  his  serene  highness  Leopnid 
Geone  Frederick,  prince  of  Cobourg  of 
Saalfeld ;  to  express  our  entire  satisfaction 
at  the  protpect  of  an  alliance  with  a  Fro- 
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testant  prince  of  to  illustrious  a  family, 
which  we  doid>t  not  will  contribute  to  the 
happiness  of  his  royal  hi^^hness  and  his 
illustrious  daughter,  as  well  as  prove  con- 
ducire  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country; 
and  to  assure  his  royal  highness  that 
this  House  will  immediately  proceed  to 
tho  consideration  of  his  royal  higli- 
ncss's  gracious  message,  in  such  a  manner 
as  shall  demonstrate  the  zeal,  duty,  and 
affectionate  attachmerit  of  this  House  to 
his  royal  highness,  a  just  sense  of  the 
eminent  virtues  and  merit  of  her  royal 
highness  the  princess  Charlotte,  and  a  due 
regard  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
royal  family.*' 

The  address  was  agreed  to  nem,  con. 

Petitions  against  the  Property 
Tax.]  Petitions  against  the  Property 
Tax  were  presented  from  the  parish  of  St. 
Mary-lc-Bone,  the  merchants  of  New 
Malton,  the  occupiers  oF  land  in  the 
county  of  Hereford,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Hertford,  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
John  Southwark,  the  Ratho  Farmers 
Club,  the  magistrates  of  Rutherglen,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  £vesham,  and  Mitcham. 
Colonel  Foley  having  presented  the  petr> 
tion  from  Hereford, 

General  Thornton  said,  the  only  reason 
which  could  be  given  for  the  imposition  of 
such  a  tax  was  the  necessity  for  it.  It 
had  been  of  great  service  to  the  country 
in  the  time  of  war,  but  in  a  time  of  peace, 
if  it  could  possibly  be  done  without,  it 
ought  not  to  be  renewed.  It  had  been 
said,  that  it  did  not  fall  on  the  lower 
orders,  but  in  his  opinion  it  fell  more  on 
them  than  on  any  other  persons,  because 
it  subjected  them  to  the  very  worst  of 
evils,  the  want  of  employment.  It  had 
been  well  said  by  Mr.  Burke,  tliat  the 
rich  were  trustees  for  the  beneBt  of  the 
poor,  that  the  hoards  of  the  rich  were  tho 
banking  houses  of  the  lower  classes. 
One  of  the  strongest  objections  against 
the  tax  was,  that  it  held  out  to  the  trad- 
ing and  industrious  part  of  the  commu« 
nity,  a  great  temptation  to  fraud.  He 
had  suggested  a  tax,  which  he  thought 
might  produce  not  less  than  700,000/.  a 
sum  which  would  go  a  considerable  way 
towards  supplying  the  wants  of  govern- 
ment ;  this  was  a  tax  on  the  property  of 
absentees,  who  by  leaving  their  country 
at  a  crisis  like  the  present,  occasioned,  in 
the  diminution  of  consumption,  a  great 
lou  to  agriculture.  It  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  fiedr  and  proper  tax.    His  TOte  on  Uie 


subject  of  the  property  tax,  should  be 
guided  by  an  impartial  consideration  of 
the  arguments  to  be  brought  forward  in 
justification  of  such  a  tax,  during  such  a 
calamity  as  the  present.  The  raodifica* 
tions  would,  in  his  opinion,  make  the  tax 

;  worse.     It   would  certainly  be   a  great 

I  calamity  if  such  a  tax  were  to  be  con- 

t  tinned. 

{  Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smith  said,  he  could 
not  vote  for  this  tax.  He  thought  his 
majesty's  ministers  ought  to  give  way  to 
the  voice  of  the  people,  so  strongly  ex* 
pressed  upon  this  subject.  With  respect 
to  the  peace  establishment,  he  thought 
that  which  had  been  proposed  was  not 
greater  tlian  the  state  of  Europe  required. 
Mr.  Calvert  said,  he  did  not  understand 
the  hon.  general,  for  he  had  spoken 
against  the  tax,  had  expressed  every  pos* 
sible  objection  to  it,  and  yet  had  stated 
his  intention  of  voting  for  it.  To  enable 
the  country  and  his  constituents,  if  he  had 
any  (for  he  understood  some  members 
had  scarcely  any),  to  understand  what  he 
really  meant,  he  gave  the  gallant  general 
this  opportunity  of  explaining  himself. 

General  Thornton  said,  unless  he  saw 
that  the  honour  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  absolutely  demanded  the  renewal 
of  the  property  tax,  he  certainly  should 
not  vote  for  it.  But  he  had  not  yet  fuUj 
made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject,  rie 
certainly  was  most  anxious  that  ministers 
should  give  way  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  but  his  vote  would  depend  very 
much  on  the  arguments  which  should  be 
brought  forward  in  the  discussions  shortly 
to  come  on.  If  he  found  that  the  re* 
newal  was  not  justified  by  necessity,  he 
should  vote  against  the  tax ;  if  he  found 
it  necessary  for  the  public  credit,  and  the 
honour  of  the  country,  he  should  very  un- 
willingly give  his  vote  in  favour  of  it ;  and 
if  he  felt  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  he 
would  withdraw  himself  from  the  House 
without  voting. 

Mr.  Brafid  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
petition  from  the  noblemen,  gentlemen, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Hertford,  adopted  at  a  meeting  regularly 
convened  and  most  respectably  attended. 
The  petitioners  observed,  that  in  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  country,  during 
a  war  of  unexampled  magnitude,  they  had 
cheerfully  submitted  to  various  oppressive 
taxes,  in  the  hopes  that,  with  the  termi- 
nation of  that  war,  they  would  at  once 
have  been  relieved  firom  them.  The  pe- 
titioners did  not  pray  for  the  relief  of  any 


MS]    HOUSE  OF  COMBfONS,    Moium  fttpecAng  the  Bank  qf&^and.    [964 


war  tax  in  particular,  but  against  all  gene- 
rally. They  stated  their  conviction,  that 
nothing  hut  an  exact  and  rigid  system  of 
economy,  could  extricate  the  country 
from  its  present  distress;  and  that  they 
more  particularly  expected,  from  the  pro- 
mises in  the  speech  from  the  throne,  that 
aome  economical  measures  would  have 
been  adopted.  They  could  not  there- 
fore but  snare  in  the  disappointment  felt 
at  present  by  many  of  his  majesty's  most 
loyal  subjects,  on  finding  tliat  no  sinecures 
had  been  abolished,  no  economical  mea- 
sures had  been  adopted;  and  that  the 
emoluments  of  public  officers  had  not  been 
reduced.  As  all  other  articles  had  fallen 
in  price,  it  was  proper  that  the  emolu- 
ments of  office  should  be  reduced  also. 
But  irhat  would  tiiey  feel  when  they 
learnt,  not  only  that  there  had  been  no 
reduction,  but  that  an  increase  of  the 
aalaries  in  almost  all  the  departments  had 
jtaken  place?  Had  the  ancient  salaries 
been  retained,  the  value  would  have  been 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  reduction 
in  price  of  all  articles.  The  petition  was 
most  respectfully  worded,  but  the  peti- 
tioners did  not  the  less  keenly  feel  the 
disappointment  of  all  their  just  hopes  and 
expectations. 

Mr.  Hofwortky  on  presenting  the  peti- 
tion from  the  borough  of  Evesham  against 
the  property  tax,  said,  it  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, a  tax  which  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sity could  alone  justify.  The  people,  in 
submitting  to  such  a  burthen,  confidently 
expected  that  it  would  cease  with  the 
war ;  and  the  proposed  renewal  of  it  in  a 
time  of  peace  was  a  measure  which  filled 
them  with  a  just  and  well-founded  alarm. 
He  certainly  could  not  see  any  necessity 
for  the  imposition  of  a  tax  like  this  during 
a  period  of  unprecedented  distress,  and  in 
opposition  to  the  wislies  of  the  people. 
The  disu:ussions  which  had  already  taken 
place,  in  his  ooinipn,  had  been  productive 
of  great  benent ;  and  he  was  determined, 
therefore,  if  his  health  permitted  him,  not 
to  give  a  silent  vote  on  a  question  of  such 
importance  to  the  country.  He  said,  that 
this  system  of  taxation,  whilst  it  drained 
the  pockets  of  the  people,  added  incalcu- 
lably to  the  influence  of  die  Crown ;  the 
inquisitorial  powers  confided  to  the  com- 
missioners had  a  direct  tendency  to  the 
introduction  of  arbitrary  power ;  and  the 
principle  of  the  tax  was  wholly  incompa- 
tible with,  and  utterly  repugnant  to,  the 
principles  of  a  free  constitution. 

Air*  OJveri,  aaeing  ithe  hop.  member 


for  Surrey  in  his  place,  wished  to  set  him- 
self right  with  respect  to  what  had  been 
stated  by  that  hon.  gentleman  on  preiient- 
ing  the  petition  from  the  county  of  Surrey. 
He  had  not  been  present  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to ;  he  had  made  the  most  diligent 
inquiries,  and  he  found  that  the  House  did 
not  then  contain  above  30  persons.  The 
hon.  member  was  reported  in  the  news- 
papers to  have  stated,  that  the  petition 
was  carried  by  a  larce  majority  of  the 
meeting  at  Epsom.  lie  himself  bad  been 
at  t^e  meeting,  and  he  could  say,  that 
though  one  or  two  gentlemen  spoke  in 
fiivour  of  the  property  tax  and  ine  pro- 
posed establishment,  yet  when  the  ques- 
tion was  first  put,  only  one  gentleman 
held  up  \m  hand  against  the  petition,  but 
he  afterwards  did  not  hold  it  up,  and  the 
question  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Holme  Sumner  appealed  to  every 
person  acquainted  with  the  business  of  the 
House,  if  any  imputation  could  with  pro- 
priety attach  to  him,  of  having  purposely 
presented  the  petition  when  the  House 
was  empty.  As  to  any  misrepresentations 
in  tlie  newspapers  of  what  he  said  in  that 
House,  he  would  not  deign  to  make  any 
answer  on  such  a  subject ;  but  he  appealed 
to  any  of  the  honourable  members  oppo- 
site, who  were  in  the  House  on  the  occa- 
sion alluded  to,  whether  the  manner  in 
which  he  mentioned  the  petition,  was 
worthy  or  unworthy  of  the  respectable 
meeting  at  which  it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Calvert  said,  he  had  mentioned  the 
subject  in  the  spirit  of  friendship,  in  order 
that  the  hon.  member  might  set  himself 
right  with  his  constituents;  whether  he 
took  it  in  any  other  sense  or  not,  was  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  him. 

Mr.  Dennet  said,  he  was  present  when 
the  petition  in  question  was  presented, 
and  could  say  with  great  truth,  that  there 
never  had  been  a  petition  presented,  ac- 
companied by  a  fuller  statement  of  its  con- 
tents, nor  could  any  hon.  gentleman  have 
spoken  in  more  respectful  terms  of  the 
meeting  by  which  the  petition  had  been 
passed.  He  bad  no  recollection  of  the 
words  used  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  with 
reference  to  the  number  of  persons  by 
whom  the  petition  was  approved.— The 
petitions  were  ordered  So  lie  on  the  table. 

Motions  respecting  the  Bank  of 
England.]  Mr.  Gr^ii/^/^  inquired,  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  would  wish  him,  in  conse- 
qvence  of  the  very  thin  attendance  of 
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membenb  to  poitpoiie  hit  motion  rekthre 
to  the  tnuMactioos  between  the  hank  of 
EngUind  and  the  public,  to  another  op- 
portanitjr.  He  was  perfectly  ready  to 
proceed.  But,  if  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man thought  It  detirable,  he  would  renew 
hii  notice. 

The  Chancellor  ofAe  Exchequer  thought 
it  was  better  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
should  proceed.  He  regretted  that  a 
subject  of  so  much  importance  should  be 
discussed  in  so  thin  a  House ;  but,  in 
consequence  of  the  great  pressure  of  pub- 
lic business,  he  was  afraid,  if  the  motion 
were  put  off,  that  a  more  convenient  op- 
portunity for  considering  it  would  not 
occur. 

Mr.  Gren/hil  then  proceeded  to  address 
the  House.  He  had  hoped,  he  obsenred, 
for  a  full  attendance  on  this  occasion,  and 
he  was  extremely  sorry  that  he  was  disap- 
pointed. That  circumstance  could  not, 
however,  be  attributed  to  him,  since  suf- 
ficient notice  had  been  given  of  the 
motion.  The  nature  of  the  propositions 
which  he  meant  to  submit  to  the  House, 
appeared  to  him  to  be  so  free  from  objec- 
tion, that  he  had  at  first  flattered  himself 
he  should  have  little  more  to  do  this  day 
than  to  read  them,  in  his  place,  without 
troubling  the  House  to  enter  into  any  dis- 
cussion. But  having  since  been  given  to 
understand  that  he  was  to  be  opposed- 
he  would  not  say  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  for 
though  he  might  on  this,  as  on  former  Oc- 
casions, present  himself  in  the  front  of  the 
battle  against  him  (Mr.  Grenfell)  on  this 
subject,  yet  he  was  confident  there  were 
few  persons  who  heard  him,  who  did  not 
believe,  as  he  did,  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman did  not  at  all  stand  forward  in  de- 
fence of  that  exchequer  over  which  he 
presided,  and  which  he  (Mr.  Grenfell) 
did  not  mean  to  attack,  but  the  interests 
of  which  would  be  promoted  by  what  he 
had  in  view.  But,  supposing  that  the 
right  hon.  ffontleman  intended  to  puthhn- 
self  forward,  as  an  auxiliary,  and  as  an 
unwilling  one,  to  fight  the  battle  of  the 
bank  of  England,  it  inflicted  on  him  the 
necessity  of  trespassing  on  the  House,  for 
a  short  period.  He  could  assure  the 
House,  4hat  bearing  in  grateful  recollec- 
tion the  patience  with  which  he  was 
heard,  on  a  former  night,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  go  at  considSraUe  length  into 
the  subject,  it  would  be  bis  endeavour 
now,  as  well  as  on  any  other  oceasion,  to 
conpreaa  what  be  bad  to  oAi^  ntona 


narrow  a  compass  as  possible.  Heshonld 
therefore  make  but  one  ortwopreliniinafy 
observations,  before  he  proceeoed  to  state 
to  the  House  (and,  if  necessary  ho  would 
teke  the  sense  of  the  House  on  his  motion, 
even  in  its  present  thin  state)  the  flrat 
proposition  ne  had  to  submit  to  them; 
reserving  to  himself  the  right,  when  he 
introdu^  his  other  propositions,  of  mak* 
ing  such  observations  and  remarks  as  thejr 
seemed  to  call  for.  He  woidd,  in  the 
first  ptoce  state,  that  the  propositioiiB 
were,  with  little  alteration,  certainly  with 
no  substantial  diflerence,  the  same  widi 
the  resolutions  which  he  presented  to  the' 
House  (but  on  which  he  did  not  call  tat 
any  opinion)  towards  the  end  <rf  the  hM 
session,  namely,  on  the  18th  of  Joncb 
They  were  resolutions  of  fact,  giving,  m 
he  presumed,  a  correct  view  of  we  staler 
ments,  and  their  results,  contained  in  the 
voluminous  accounts  which  he  had  thto 
honour  to  move  for  last  session,  and  whidl 
the  House  had  ordered  to  be  laid  befoVe 
them.  The  bank  of  England,  in  conse* 
quence  of  this  proceeding,  called  also  fior 
accounts  on  this  subject,  and,  in  their  re* 
solutions,  they  showed  to  the  House  end 
the  public,  their  view  of  the  transacdone 
between  them  and  government.  Tboea 
resolutions  were  introduced  at  so  late  a( 
period  last  session  (he  did  not  mean  to 
insinuate  intentionally),  that  it  was  whoDjr 
impracticable  to  have  any  discussion  of 
the  subject  that  could  be  advantageouSp 
An  arrangement  was  therefore  proposedt 
and  a  general  understanding  took  placto. 
that  the  consideration  of  the  several  sio- 
counts,  and  of  the  resolutions  of  the  bank 
of  Eneland,  and  of  those  presented  by 
himself  should  be  put  off  until  an  early 
period  of  the  present  session.  To  this  be 
immediately  acceded,  because,  from  the 
outset,  he  had  distinctly  stated  to  the 
House,  that  he  meant  to  propose  nothing 
that  would  interfere'  with  the  then  exiil* 
ing  engagements  between  the  bank  aetf 
the  public;  but  that  he  wished,  at  fhsA 
time,  to  lay  the  foundation  for  some  idle- 
rior  regulation  on  the  subject,  previous  to 
the  5th>of  the  ensumg  April,  when  all  the 
existing  agreements  would  expire.  Thus 
ended  tne  last  session  of  parliament  with 
respect  to  the  bank;  and  he  certainly 
took  the  earliest'opportunity  of  calling  tM 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subjeet' 
On  the  second  day  of  the  session  he  gavie' 
a  notice,  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  th6 
plMlgc  he  had  given  to  the  House,  and  to 
affm  the  House  an  opportuait]fOf  ledeem* 
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fag  theiiMy  which,  as  itappeared  to  hid, 
|h#y  had  |[ivao  to  the  pubuc,  for  tmtmng 
iiito  ap  iDfcstigatioa  of  thote  transactioiia. 
Die^  ttarafore  <m  the  18th  of  laA  month, 
flMvad  for  a  committee,  which  he  con- 
eeired  to  be  the  best  imr  of  going  into 
1^  neoesMry  inquiry.    Im  Houie,  how* 


r,  thouffht  proper  to  negative  the  pro- 
position. Now,  at  a  misunderstanding  as 
to  1^  e&ct  of  the  decision  come  to  oa 
that  occasimi  had  f  one  forth  to  the  public^ 
namely,  that  the  circumstance  of  that  mo- 
tion bmnf  negatived,  <merated  as  a  close 
and  termin)itioo  to  iH  nrther  inquirv  on 
lUs  sidkject,  he  wished  to  undeceive  those 
w^o  entertained  such  an  opinion.  He 
need  not  state  within  those  wallsy  that  the 
irote  hsA  no  such  effect.  It  had  only  this 
elbct — the  expression  of  an  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  House  asainst  the  mode  of 
mqniry.tben  submitted  to  them.  ^  But  the 
House  would  bear  him  out  in  saying,  that 
lljli  wlKrfe  question  was  still  open  to  their 
'fMnsideration ;  and  that  they  were  com« 
potent  to  go  into  it,  in  any  way  the  House 
in%bt  think  proper.  He  could  assure  the 
Houpi^  .that  no  exertion  would  be  wanting 
on  bisiiart,  to  do  that  justice  to  the  pul^ 
lie,  witn  reference  to  the  transacUons  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  bank, 
which  had  Men  so  long  denied  to  them. 
Satisfied  as  he  was,  that  without  domg 
any  thing  that  could  be  called  ik  breach 
or  infraction  of  the  public  faith  towards 
the  bank  of  England,  they  ought,  parti- 
cularly in  this  time  of  distress,  to  look  to 
the  bank  iw  a  resource  for  many  millions, 
which  were  now  productive  to  them,  not 
by  way  of  loan,  ua  the  bill,  which  would 
be  discussed  this  night,  recognized,  but  as 
a  matter  of  right — and  bemg  also  con- 
vinced, that  the  public  ought  to  demand  a 
considerable  reduction  of  the  sum  charged 
for  the  management  of  the  public  debt — 
he  was  wholly  at  a  loss  to  conjecture,  on 
what  principle,  or  on  what  ground  the 
bank  of  England  could  <q»pose  the  reso- 
lutions he  should  submit  to  the  House. 
They  were  not  encumbered  with  theory 
or  speculation ;  they  consisted  of  a  mere 
detail  of  dry  fiicts,  founded  on   papers 

C laced  on  the  table  of  the  House  oy  the 
ank  themsclves-^nd  the  most  of  them 
copied  verbatim  into  the  resolutions  which 
the  bank  bad  sanctioned.  Therefore  he 
knew  not  on  what  ground  they  could  re- 
fuse their  concurrence  to  his  motion; 
unleu,  indeed,  thev  were  disposed  to  act 
on  the  princble  Which  had  dvected  their 
conduct  for  the  last  twe^y  years— a  prm- 


dple  of  mysteiy  akid  concealment;  unless 
they  wished  to  have  it  understood,  that 
these  were  transactions  that  would  not 
bear  the  light*— that  shrank  from  the  touch 
of  inquiry  and  investigation.  He  hoped 
the  gentbinen  opposite  would  state,  if  it 
were  possible,  some  satisfactory  reasons 
for  opposing  his  resolutions.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  moved— 

1.  **  That  it  appears,  tliat  there  was  paid 
by  the  public  to  the  bank  of  England,  for 
managing  the  national  debt,  including  the 
char^  for  contributions  on  loans  and  lotte- 
ries, ;n  the  year  ending  5th  July,  17d2,  the 
sum  of  99,603/.  l2i.Bd.;  and  that  there 
was  paid  for  the  like  service,  in  the  year 
ending  5th  April,  1815,  upon  the  dd>t, 
as  it  stood  in  April,  1814,  t^e  sum  of 
281,568/.  6f.  Ilia.;  bein^  an  increase  of 
181,7641. 14«.  6|</.;  to  which  must  now  be 
added,  the  allowance  for  management  on 
die  increase  of  the  unredeeo&ed  debt  since 
A|Nril  1814 :  in  addition  to  which,  the  bank 
of  Eiwland  have  charged  at  the  rate  of 
l,25(x.  per  mUlion  on  the  amount  of  pro- 
perty duty  received  at  the  bank  on  profita 
arising  from  professions,  trades,  and  offices. 

£.  <<  That  the  total  amount  of  bank 
notes  and  bank  post  bills,  in  circulation  in 
the  years  1795  and  1796  (the  htter  being 
the  year  previous  to  the,  restriction  on 
cash  payments),  and  in  the  year  1814, 
was  as  follows: 

1795,  Feb.  1, 12,735,520/.  and  Aug.  1,  1 1,814,000/. 

1796,  Feb.  1, 10,784,740/.  and  Aug.  1,  9,856,1  lOL 
1814,  Feb.  1 ,  85, 154,950/.  and  Aug.  1 ,  28,802,450/. 

3.  *^  That  at  present,  and  during  many 
years  past,  more  particularly  since  the 
year  1806,  considerable  sums  of  public 
money,  forming  together  an  average  sta- 
tionary balance  amounting  to  many  mil- 
lions, have  been  deposited  with,  or  other- 
wise placed  in  the  custody  of  the  bank  of 
Enaland,  acting  in  this  respect  as  the 
bankers  of  the  public. 

4w  **  That  it  appears,  from  a  report  or- 
dered to  be  printed  the  10th  of  August, 
1807,  from  the  copamittee  on  the  public 
expenditure  of  the  united  kingdom,  that 
the  aggregate  amount  of  balances  and  de- 
posits of  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank  of  England,  including  bank  notes 
deposited  in  the  exchequer,  made  up  in 
four  different  periods  of  the  quarter  end- 
ing 5th  January,  1807,  fluctuated  betwixt 
the  sums  of  11,461,200/.  and  12,198,289^. 
including  bank  notes  deposited  in  the 
chests  of  the  exchequer ;  or,  8,178,536/. 
and  9,948,400L  excluding  bank  notes  de* 
posited  at  the  exdiequer. 
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5.  ^  Thit  Ihe  aggrtMlt  am^Mtnt  of  tttdb 
depotitty  together  with  the  eschoquerbUlt 
aild  benk  notes  depoiited  in  the  chests  of 
the  four  tellers  of  the  exehequer,  was,  on 
an  aierage,  in  the  year  1814>9 1  l^OGGySTl^ 
induding  bank  notes  deposited  at  the  ex- 
cheqaer,  amountiog  to  642»S64/>;  or, 
11,324,107^,  excluding  bank  notes  de- 
posited at  the  exchequer;  and  that  in  the 
year  1815,  the  same  deposits,  amouniing, 
on  an  average,  to  Il,9i2,493/L,  including 
bank  notes  deposited  at  the  exchequer. 

6.  "  That  it  appears,  that  this  aggre- 
gate amount  of  deposits,  together  with 
such  portions  of  the  amount  of  bank  notes 
and  bank  post  bills  in  circulation,  as  may 
have  been  invested  by*the  bank  in  secu- 
rities  bearing  interest,  was  productive, 
during  the  same  period^  of  interest  and 
profit  to  the  bank  of  England. 

7-  **  That  the  only  participation  hitherto 
enjoyed  by  the  public,  since  the  year  1806, 
in  the  profits  thus  made  on  such  deposits 
by  the  bank,  has  consisted  in  a  loan  of 
three  millioni,  advanced  to  the  public  by 
the  bank,  by  the  46th  Geo.  3,  cap.  41, 
bearing  S  per  cent,  interest ;  which  loan 
was  discharged  in  December,  1814;  and 
in  another  loan  of  three  millions,  advanced 
to  the  public  by  the  bank,  by  the  48th 
Geo.  3,  cap.  3,  free  of  any  charge  of  in- 
terest; which  loan  became  payaUe  in  De- 
cember, 1814,  but  has,  by  an  act  of  the 
present  session  of  parliament,  cap.  16, 
been  continued  to  the  5th  of  April, 
1816. 

8.  *<  That  this  House  will  forthwith  uke 
Into  consideration  the  advantages  derived 
by  the  bank,  as  well  from  the  management 
of  the  national  debt,  aa  from  the  amount 
of  balances  of  public  remaining  in  their 
hands,  with  the  view  to  the  adoption  of 
such  an  arrangement,  when  the  engage- 
ments now  luMstinff  shall  have  expired, 
namely,  after  the  5Ui  dav  of  April  next, 
as  may  be  consistent  with  what  is  due  to 
the  interests  d  the  publie,  and  to  the 
rights,  credit,  and  stability,  of  the  bank  of 
Bngland." 

On  the  first  resolution  being  put. 

The  Ckaneelior  ^  the  Exeheqtm  ob- 
served, that  the  chaige  of  mystery  and 
concealment,  which  the  hon.  -gentleman 
bad  made  against  the  bank,  wasoot  bonie 
out  by  the  tact.  Sinoe  the  restriction  on 
cikh  jpayments,  and  particularly  since  the 
appomtment  of  the  committee  of  public 
expenditure,  in  1807,  a  mass  of  inmmia- 
tlon«  with  respect  to  the  affiiirs  of  the 
bank|.  had  been  Jaid  befora  Ibe  House, 


whidi  had  net er  befinpe  been  thoiwht  o£ 
Aa  thb  subject  had  been  twice  berore  the 
House  recently,  flkst,  when  the  hon.  geo* 
tleiBin  proposed  the  appointment  of  a. 
committee,  and  again,  when  the  House 
were  called  on  to  confirm  certain  agre«^ 
ments  between  the  bank  and  the  public,  he 
did  not  feel  it  necessanr  to  enter  at  length  - 
into  thequestion.  The  final  resolution  of  the  \ 
hon.  gentleman  was  the  only  one  of  the  se^ 
^es  that  called  for  observation,  since  i|%aa 
of  a  practical  nature,  and  the  others  wena 
merely  affirmations  of  certain  accounts^ 
correct  in  themselves,  but  capable  of  bdbsg. 
applidl  diffiMrently,  when  brouf^ht  to  bear 
on  the  subject  under  consideration.  That 
resolution  pledged  the  House  **  forthwithi 
to  take  into  consideration  the  advantagee 
derived  by  the  bank,  as  well  from  the  mai- 
nagement  of  the  national  debt,  as  froB 
the  amount  of  balances  of  public  money: 
remaining  in  their  hands,  with  the  view 
to  the  adoption  of  such  an  arrangementf 
when  the  engagements  now  simsisting 
shall  have  expired,  as  might  be  consistent 
with  what  is  due  to  the  interesu  of  tho 
public,  and  to  the  rights,  credit,  and  st»« 
biUtv,  of  the  bank  of  England.'*  Now» 
he  should  have  though  it  almost  impov^ 
sible,  as  these  pmnto  might  fairiy  hm 
brotu|ht  under  their  oonsidmtion,  when 
the  Bank  X«oan  bill  was  submitted  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  should  have  pursued  any 
other  course  for  the  purpose  of  inquirr. 
The  object  he  had  in  view  would  be  at* 
solutely  obtained  bv  the  order  of  the 
House;  for  it  would  be  hisdut^,  undep 
that  mder,  to  lay  before  a  committee  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  recently  introduced^ 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  observedg 
that  die  profits  which  the  bank  derived 
from  the  management  of  the  national 
debt,  were  recoffnised  by  an  act  of  die 
l^idatnre,  whi(£  had  a  prospective  ope* 
ration.  That  act  was  pmed  in  the  ytif 
1808,  and  it  was  adapted  to.anyfmuk 
change  of^drcumstances.  It  provided* 
that  in  case  the  MMunft  of  the  natioott 
debt  was  enlaiged,  then  an  increased  al* 
lowlmcewas  to  be  granted  for  managiBg 
it;  and  vice  vertL  In  condoskm,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  observed,  that  it 
would  promote  the  business  of  the  House 
if  the  discussion  took  phKse  In  the  n^ . 
stage  of  the  Bank  Loan  bilL  He  thei^ 
fore  should  move,  as  an  amendasen^ 
<•  That  the  other  orden  of  the  day  bi 
now  read." 
Mr.  an^raey  did  not  Ihink  die  Amm 
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ititfiictorilv,  that  the  ^Dtlemen  of  the 
bank  were  fond  of  publicity.  If  he  ground- 
ed himaelf  on  their  resolutions  of  the  hist 
session,  he  was  right ;  for,  at  that  time,  to 
court  a  little  popularity,  they  expressed  a 
strong  desire  that  the  whole  of  their  trans- 
actions with  the  public  might  be  taken 
into  consideration.  This  all  seemed  very 
fair.  But  what  was  done  afterwards  ?  Be- 
Ibre^e  meeting  of  parliament,  the  right 
boo.  gentleman  and  the  directors  of  the 
bank  made  a  bareain,  which  could  not  be 
dona  away.  And  then  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man tnmed  round,  when  inquiry  was  called 
Ibr,  and  said,  **  there  are  two  bills  before 
the  House,  which  will  affiird  you  a  suffi- 
cient opportunity  for  discussing  this  ques- 
tion.'' He  also  stated,,  that  there  was  a 
great  mass  of  papers,  connected  with  this 
auhject,  before  the  House.  But  he  must 
be  aware,  that  the  possession  of  papers, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  com^mittee,  were 
two  yrery  difierent  things.  If  they  wished 
to  see  the  advantages  of  a  committee,  they 
ooaht  to  look  bacK,  historicallv,  to  what 
bad  been  done  by  the  intervention  of  one. 
The  advantages  which  were  last  gained 
by  the  public  from  the  bank,  were  ob- 
tam6d  by  a  committee,  similar  to  that 
which  his  bon.  friend  now  wished  to  be 
appointed.  Late  in  the  last  session,  the 
gentlemen  of  the  bank  thought  it  was  very 
well  to  call  for  a  committee,  when  they 
knew  that  it  could  not  be  got ;  but  now, 
when  it  would  be  useful  to  appoint  one,  it 
was  found  very  inconvenient  to  support 
the  principle.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
told  them  that  there  was  a  bill  in  progress, 
which  would  afford  them  an  opportunity 
of  arguing  this  question.  Now,  he  con- 
sider^ that  bill  to  be  an  insult  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  ought  never  to 
have  been  introduced  without  the  sanction 
of  a  committee ;  and  the  proceeding  which 
had  been  adopted  convinced  him  that 
there  was  too  close  an  intercourse  be- 
tween tlie  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  and  the  directors  of  the  bank. 
The  directors  courted  a  committee.  Their 
resolution,  on  that  point,  was  copied,  syl^ 
lable  for  syllable,  from  that  of  his  hon. 
friend.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  said, 
there  was  no  necessity  for  one,  since  par* 
liament  could  exercise  its  discretion  on  the 
bill.  But  what  said  one  of  the  most  dis- 
creet of  the  directors,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion ?  «<  A  bargain,"  said  he,  *<  is  made, 
and  if  you  do  not  fulfil  it,  look  to  your 
situation."    And  what  was  that  situation  ? 


Why,  the  directors  had  the  righf  hon. 
ffentleman  so  completely  under  their 
thumb,  that  he  could  not  disoblige  them 
without  danger.  He  was  land-locked,  and, 
from  the  port  in  which  he  was  placed, 
he  could  not  depart.  Two  or  three  months 
before  parliament  met,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman made  a  bargain  which  he  ought 
not  to  have  done ;  and  then  he  came  down 
to  the  House,  with  his  chains  on,  ond  made 
a  speech,  informing  them  of  the  transac- 
tion which  bad  taken  place,  and  which  was 
intended  to  debar  tneir  inquiry.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  master  of  his 
own  feelings ;  and,  if  he  felt  no  degrada- 
tion, when  he  was  compelled  to  proceed 
in  this  manner,  he  could  not  help  it — it 
was  a  matter  of  taste.  [A  laugh].  But 
certainly  the  House  never  was  so  de- 
graded before.  Mr.  Tiemey  said  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  almost  all  our  ministers 
had  been  too  much  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank.  They  might  be  told,  that,  but  for 
the  bank,  tne  war  could  not  have  been 
carried  on.  He  believed,  if  proper  care 
had  been  taken,  they  would  have  been 
glad  to  receive  sixpences  where  they  re- 
ceived shillings.  But  now  the  evil  was 
grown  almost  beyond  the  hope  of  sup- 

?ression.  The  bank  now  came  to  the 
louse,  when  they  wished  to  investigate 
certain  public  transactions,  and  said,  <<  The 
minister  has  made  a  bargain  with  us— -that 
bargain  being  concluded,  you  have  no 
right  to  deliberate  on  it."  This  was  a 
most  pitiable  situation,  and  one  from 
which,  if  any  gentleman  could  show  him 
the  way  to  escape,  he  was  ready  to  adopt 
it.  But  he  could  not  see,  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  when  they  were  at  the 
mercy  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and 
his  worthy  colleagues,  any  good  that  could 
result  from  wading  through  the  mass  of 
figures  that  was  placed  on  their  table. 
Some  gentlemen  contended  that  this  was 
the  money  of  the  bank;  others  were  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  the  money  of  the  pub- 
lic. He  certainly  agreed  with  the  latter ; 
and,  therefore,  he  conceived  they  had  a 
right  to  make  use  of  it,  without  paying  for 
the  loan.  The  conduct  of  the  bank  to- 
wards the  public  appeared  to  him  just  the 
same  as  that  of  his  private  banker  would 
be,  if,  having  one  hundred  pounds  in  his 
hands,  and  having  demanded  it  from  him, 
he  was  answered,  *<  You  shall  have  it,  but 
you  must  pay  me  four  per  cent,  for  it ;  and 
you  may  consider  it  very  generous  in  me 
that  I  do  not  charge  you  five.  If  he  were 
compelled  to  put  up  with  the  imposition 
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once,  he  woald  take  special  care  that  he 
should  Dot  be  subjected  to  it  again ;  for 
he  would  never  deposit  another  hundred 
pounds  in  the  same  hands.  In  conclu- 
sioni  the  right  hon.  gentleman  apolo- 
gised, not  to  the  House,  but  to  the  select 
party  then  roet  together,  for  having  de- 
tained them  §0  long. 

Mr.  &  Thornton  areued,  that  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  England*  as  trus- 
tees, were  bound  to  see  that  neither  the 
public  nor  the  proprietors  were  injured  by 
their  procecdmgs.  Individuals  might 
view  the  transactions  between  tlie  govern- 
inent  and  the  bank  in  different  lights,  but, 
he  conceived,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
was  not  the  place  where  the  question  was 
to  be  settled.  Under  the  constitution  of 
the  country,  the  executive  power  was  that 
by  which  transactions  of  this  nature  were 
to  be  directed  in  the  first  instance.  He 
concluded,  that  the  arrangement  made 
with  the  bank  could  not  be  broken  in 
upon  without  a  breach  of  good  faith.  He 
represented  that  institution  as  bavins  ren- 
dered the  countrv  the  most  essential  ser- 
vices, and  strongly  opposed  the  motion. 

Sir  John  Newport  contended,  and 
founded  his  argument  on  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  tluit  it  was  the  province  of 
parliament,  and  not  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  or  of  the  government,  to 
consider  of  .the  transactions  which  took 
place  between  the  public  and  the  bank, 
lie  protested  against  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  and  the  directors  of  the  bank 
settling  what  benefits  should  be  derived 
by  the  bank  and  by  the  public ;  because, 
by  such  a  proceeding,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  forced  into  a  combat  so  un- 
equal, that  he  had  not  the  least  chance  of 
faining  any  advantage  over  his  opponents, 
le  would  ask,  at  what  period  it  was,  that 
the  House  and  the  public  derived  the 
greatest  benefit  from  a  transaction  with 
the  bank  of  England?  It  was  when  a 
committee  of  that  House  was  appointed, 
contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  directors  of 
the  bank.  Why  were  the  directors  al- 
ways against  the  appointment  of  commit- 
tees, to  look  into  their  afiairs  ?  Because, 
when  they  had  to  deal  with  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  they  found  that  they 
were  masters ;  but  when  they  had  to  en- 
counter a  committee  of  that  House,  they 
met  with  those  who  were  able  to  cope 
with  them.  The  question  was  simple,  in 
the  extreme;  it  merely  came  to  this — 
whether  the  parliament,  acting  for  the 
country,  would  be  the  trustees  of  tfa«  pub- 
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lie  money,  or  mitkr  the  bank  directors  ta 
dole  it  out,  piecemeal,  as  they  thought  fif^ 
asking  what  they  pleased  for  the  loan  of 
it  ?  Would  such  a  system  be  tolerated  by 
any  private  individual?  If  not,  why 
should  the  constitutional  trustees  of  the 
public  money  submit  to  it  ?  He  knew  of 
no  instance  m  which  the  public  were  thua 
treated  by  a  chartered  company,  excepi 
one ;  and  that  was,  when  the  bank  of  Ire* 
land,  on  the  renewal  of  their  charter,  lent 
three  millions  to  the  public,  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent,  (which  was  the  utmost  they 
could  get  from  private  individuals),  hav- 
ing, at  that  period,  all  the  balances  of  tho 
public  money  in  tlieir  hands.  They  cer- 
tainly improved  on  the  example  that  had 
been  set  them  by  the  bank  of  England* 
Parliament,  in  the  present  period  of  dis- 
tress, ouffht  to  look  to  the  money  which 
was  absdutely  witliin  their  grasp;  they 
ought  not  to  go  to  expensive  or  uncertaio 
sources  for  assistance,  but  should  take  a 
portion  of  that  which  belonged  to  them^ 
and  not  suffer  the  country  to  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  any  chartered  company.  The 
right  hon.  baronet  expressed  a  high  res- 
pect for  the  directors  of  the  bank,  but 
deprecated  their  being  involved  in  any 
political  transactions  with  government.- 
Such  connexions  had,  in  former  timei» 
occasioned  the  ruin  of  states.  He  alluded 
particularly  to  Genoa,  when  it  was  a  free 
state,  and  the  bank  of  St.  George.  lo. 
consequence  of  that  species  of  political 
connexion,  which  he  protested  against^ 
the  proceedings  of  the  Genoese  govern- 
ment were,  in  time,  absolutely  overawed 
by  the  intrigues  of  that  bank.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  bank  of  England  al- 
ways steered  clear  of  politico.  This 
statement  was  not  correct.  He  could 
show,  by  a  reference  to  documents,  that 
it  was  not  founded  in  fact.  But  he  would 
only  refer  to  one  circumstance,  to  bear 
him  out  in  this  assertion.  That  waa 
granted,  by  the  bank,  to  the  administra- 
tion of  1807  and  1808,  which  was  refused 
to  that  of  1806.  Why  was  it  refused  e 
Because  that  administration  waa  not  pala- 
table to  the  directors  of  the  bank ;  because 
those  who  took  the  lead  in  it,  expressed 
a  firm  determination  to  make  available 
those  resources  which  the  bank  enjoyedp 
and  of  which  the  public  were  unjustly  de- 
prived. The  right  hon.  baronet  as  a  far* 
ther  proof  of  the  existence  of  a  strong  po- 
litical bias,  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of 
the  bank,  against  the  administration  of 
1806,  stated,  that  when  the  latter  proposed^ 
(T) 
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C6  them,  on  a  certain  occasion^  the  inters 
change  of  Irish  for  English  securities,  of- 
fcrine,  at  the  same  time»  ample  indemnity 
from  loss,  they  refused  to  comply  with  the 
reouest. 

Mr.  S.  ITiomton  did  not  deny  the  right 
of  parliament  to  investigate  the  transac- 
tions that  took  place  between  the  public 
and  the  bank,  which  must,  however,  al- 
ways ormnate  with  the  executive  govern- 
inent.  He  never  knew  the  directors  of 
the  bank  to  have  behaved  more  fiivourably 
to  one  administration  than  to  another.  As 
to  their  refusal  of  the  interchange  of  Eng- 
lish and  Irish  securities,  if  the  same  propo- 
sition were  made  now,  the  bank  would  act 
as  they  had  before  done.  With  respect 
to  the  public  balances  in  their  hands,  the 
<tuestion  was  much  misrepresented.  The 
bank  said  to  the  public,  **  Your  balances 
are  available  to  us,  to  such  an  extent,  and 
we  are  willing  to  give  you  a  compensa- 
tion; If,  however,  you  think  this  is  too  lit- 
tie,  take  your  balances,  and  make  the 
most  of  them.'' 

Lord  CasiUreadi  said,  the  gentlemen 
opposite  had  founded  their  argument  on  a 
wrong  basis,  when  they  supposed  because 
a  bargain  was  made  between  government 
and  the  bank— that  bargain,  too,  being 
submitted  to  the  House— the  House  had 
no  opportunity  of  alterine  it.  Those  who 
knew  the  nature  of  such  bargains  must  be 
aware,  that  they  could  alone  be  carried 
into  effect  by  parliament.  The  right  hon. 
baronet  argued,  that,  because  a  committee 
had  formerly  made  arrangements  of  a  use- 
ful nature,  therefere  all  transactions  of 
this  kind  should  originate  in  a  committee. 
But  did  that  committee  deliver  any  opi- 
nion as  to  the  course  which  should  be 
adopted  by  government  in  its  transactions 
with  the  bank  ?  No  such  thing ;  it  merely 
stated  what  advantages  might  be  derived 
from  certain  balances  which  the  bank  then 
held.  It  did  not  point  out  what  terms 
were  to  be  demanded  from  the  bank — it 
did  not  interfere  with  those  negociations, 
on  the  part  of  the  public,  which  only  be- 
longed to  the  executive  department  of  the 
government.  The  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  baronet  would  go  to  this,  that  the 
preliminary  functions,  formerly  exercised 
in  those  cases  by  the  executive,  should  be 
intrusted  to  a  committee  of  that  House. 
Now,  he  recollected,  when  the  right  hon. 
baronet  was  on  the  committee  of  Irish  fi- 
nance, he  would  not  agree  to  certain  pro- 
positions that  were  made  in  it,  because,  he 
conceived,  they  interfered  with  the  pro- 


vince  of  the  executive  government.  <*  In* 
the  House  of  Commons,''  said  he,  <<  I  will 
be  ready  to  express  my  opinion  on  those 
measures,  but  I  wiH*  not,  in  this  commit- 
tee,  remove  from  government  any  part  of 
the  responsibinty  that  attaches  to  them.*' 
As  to  the  charge  of  the  bank  having  been 
more  favourable  to  one  adminbtration  than 
another,  he  did  not  think  there  was  any 
foundation  (or  it.  He  was  not  surprised, 
when  the  directors  were  called  on  to  give 
bank  of  Enj^land  notes  for  bank  of  Ireland 
notes— to  interchange  the  currency  of 
the  two  countries — that  they  refused  to 
'do  that  which  would  be  the  means  ef 
mixing  two  sjrstems  essentially  different. 

Sir  John  Newport  explained.  The  pro- 
position to  which  he  alluded,  was  not  one 
for  exchanging  the  notes  of  the  two  coun- 
tries ;  it  was  to  give  facility  to  the  public 
securities,  by  transferring  them  at  the 
bank  of  England.  With  respect  to  the 
committee  on  Irish  finance,  he  eertainlyy 
in  that  committee,  had  refused  his  sanc- 
tion to  some  propositions  which  went  tp 
take  out  of  the  hands  of  government  cer- 
tain transactions  connected  with  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  and  which  bore  np 
resemblance  to  the  msitter  under  discus- 
sion. 

Mr.  BannjEf  regretted  to  hear  hisfnends 
accuse  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  any 
political  partiality  in  their  transactions 
with  administration.  As  one  of  their 
number  he  utterly  disclaimed  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  such  partiality.  He  would 
not  sit  one  hour  in  the  direction,  did 
he  suppose  them  capable  of  such  in- 
famous conduct.  They  discharged  their 
duty  to  the  public  in  an  honest,  candid 
manner,  from  motives  of  the  nu)st  disin- 
terested nature.  Every  transaction  which 
they  carried  on  with  the  executive  go- 
vernment was  open  to  the  scrutiny  of 
parliament.  The  directors  spurned  the 
idea  of  doing  any  thing  in  the  dark;  as 
they  well  knew,  and  indeed  every  man  in 
•the  country  knew,  that  the  transactions  of 
administration  with  the  bank  were  liable 
to  the  examination,  and  even  to  the  con- 
trol of  parliament.  It  was  unmanly  to 
assign  as  a  reason  for  drawing  these 
balances  out  of  the  bank  at  present,  that 
the  state  of  the  country  was  such  as  abso- 
lutely to  require  the  people  being  released 
from  taxation.  A  motive  of  such  a  nature 
should  never  operate  with  ministers.  If 
they  could  show  the  country  in  a  satisfac- 
tory manner  that  there  were  balances  in 
the  bank  due  to  the  country,  let  them  at 
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all  iimei  draw  these  balaocetv  and  not 
assij^  as  a  reason  that  the  country  was  in 
a  distressed  state.  Attachment  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  should  at  all  times 
be  the  motive  of  their  conduct,  and  not 
merely  when  the  country  was  in  an  agi- 
tated state.  But  how  did  matters  stand 
At  present  ?  Why,  we  were  told  that  there 
were  millions^  many  millions  in  the  bank 
bdimging  to  the  country.  But  of  such 
BoilUons  he  must,  for  one,  say  he  had  no 
idea.  The  bank,  in  procurioff  their  char- 
ter, had  paid  liberally  for  it.  It  was  a  fair 
and  equitsible  bargain  between  them  and 
ministers.  The  great  point  in  dispute,  as 
to  the  public  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
referred,  he  believed,  jto  those  balances 
of  which  they  became  possessed  after  the 
ratification  of  their  former  charter,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  act  of  parliament  that 
provided  for  the  placing  in  the  bank  of 
England  certain  balances  of  public 
money  that  had  previously  been  confided 
to  private  hands.  Nqjw,  the  only  question 
was,  whether  sufficient  compensation  was 
made  for  them  ?  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
stated  them  at  about  five  millions;  and 
be  would  ask,  what  could  tlie  public  ex- 
pect these  great  bankers  to  allow  for  this 
sum  ?  Of  this  deposit,  they  had  lent  three 
miUions  without  any  interest,  and  ad- 
vanced the  remainder  at  four  per  cent. 
No  jperson,  therefore,  could  think  that  the 
bank  had  made  an  outrageous  bargain* 
He  most  conscientiously  said,  as  a  bank 
director,  and  a  representative  of  the  peo- 
ple, he  saw  no  disadvantageous  bargain  on 
the  part  of  the  public,  but  it  was  one  to 
which  the  bank  would  not  have  been  en* 
titled,  except  for  other  circumstances 
which  ought  not  then  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.  He  would  again  repeat  he 
saw  no  bad  bargain  between  the  various 
chancellors  of  the  exchequer  and  the 
directors,  and  he  was  sorry  that  accounts 
of  what  the  bank  possessed  had  been  so 
very  much  exaggerated.  The  statements 
given  had  no  doubt  been  very  plausible, 
but  he  cautioned  the  House  to  beware  of 
snch  plausibilities,  as  dangerous  in  the 
extreme. 

Mr.  Hammerd^  contended,  that  it  ill 
became  the  House  to  interfere  with  the 
private  profits  (rf*  the  bank,,  as  in  fact  they 
had  no  right  to  do  so.  If  a  bargain  was 
made  in  a  legal  constitutional  manner, 
and  as  le^ly  adhered  to  by  the  contract- 
ing parties,  let  not  the  House  usurp 
authority  where  they  have  noner  He 
coastdered  such  wanton  attacks  as  were 


made  on  the  directors,  to  be  pregnaiis 
with  dangerous  consequences  to  tne  coun* 
try.  The  bank  had  rendered  the  meet 
essential  services  to  the  nation  in  the  late 
war,  from  which  the  country  had  happily 
emerged,  and  in  those  services  they  naft- 
conducted  their  business  in  a  proper 
manner;  equally  honourable  to  them* 
selves  and  the  country.  At  present  men 
of  lar^e  and  independent  fortunes  filled 
the  direction,  but  if  they  were  liable  te 
such  animadversions,  they  would  probablj 
retire,  and  second-rate  proprietors  wookl 
come  in,  who  would  be  more  liable  to  the 
control  of  government,  and  more  anxious 
to  serve  their  own  private  interests.  Th# 
hon.  gentleman  said,  it  was  a  great  mia- 
take  to  consider  the  bank  a  public  estab* 
lishment ;  it  was  absolutely  a  private  com- 
pany, whose  profits  were  private,  ahl 
therefore  sacred.  The  present  arrange* 
ment  was  denominated  an  agreement,  bul 
it  should  be  more  properly  called  a  posi- 
tive gratuity.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  bank  had  done  every  thing  for 
the  public,  and  that  the  loan  was  nego* 
ciated  on  terms  the  most  favourable  to  the 
country, 

Mr.  Swan  conceived,  that  the  bank 
stock  proprietors  had  acted  with  great 
liberality,  in  making  so;  large  a  loan  at  four 
per  cent.,  and  did  not  think  there  was  anj 
ground  for  an  inquiry  into  their  profits. 

Mr.  Marryat  said,  the  quection  waSt 
whether  a  sufficient  allowance  had  bee> 
made  to  the  public  for  the  large  balances 
which  the  bank  directors  had  in  their 
hands.  With  respect  to  profits  on  the 
capital,  lie  begged  to  state  the  manner  ki 
which  business  was  transacted  by  private 
bankers.  The  daily  receipts  and  pay- 
ments in  this  metropolis  amounted  to 
about  4,700,0002. ;  but  there  was  a  clear* 
ing-house  in  the  city,  at  whrch  the  banken* 
clerks  assembled,  and  upon  exchanging 
draughts,  the  money  actually  paid  did  ne| 
exceed  250,000/.  h  was  not  the  object 
of- the  inquiry  to  throw  any  discredit  oa 
the  bank;  but  it  was  an  inquiry  which 
ought  to  be  instituted.  He  was  somewhat 
struck  with  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  but  one,  that  in 
consequence  of  tne  repeated  attacks  made  ^ 
on  the  directors,  they  might  be  induced 
to  resign  their  office !  Had  any  report 
of  their  intention  to  do  so  ever  beea 
heard  oft  And  even  were  such  an  event 
to  take  place,  was  parliament  to  be  told 
that  this  was  an  argument  sufficiently 
powerful  to  prevent  theoi  firom  eiaminin^ 
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how  business  liad  been  conducted  >.  Was 
the  House  of  Cominons  lo  be  deterred 
from  doing  their  duty  by  so  unworiby,  so 
despicable  a  motive.'  He  trusted  they 
never  should,  and  be  therefore  wamily  ap- 
proved of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Gret'fdl  replied.  He  contended, 
that  Mr.  Perceval  never  meant  to  lie  up 
the  bands  of  the  public  from  matting  any 
alteration  in  the  bargain  with  the  bnnk. 
In  1808,  the  public  debtwaa613,00p,000; 
but  there  waj  now  an  increase  of  onc'third. 
An  hon.  member  had  said,  that  the  public 
might  take  the  balances,  and  do  wirh  them 
^hat  they  pleased;  but  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment expressly  d;;clared,  that  none  of  the 
accounts  which  were  directed  to  be  kept 
at  the  bank,  should  be  withdrawn.  When 
the  charter  was  renewed,  that  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  stated  the  balances  lo  amount 
only  to  three  millions,  but  they  actually 
emounled  to  six  millions.  This  was  a  cir- 
cumstance thai  bad  never  been  explained. 
But,  on  their  own  showing,  supposing  that 
the  bank  had  a  right  to  retain  the  balances 
in  their  hands,  it  was  only  to  the  extent 
of  three  milhons;  and  the  mistake  they 
had  made,  whether  intentional  or  not, 
gave  the  public  a  claim  to  further  partlci- 

Siation  in  their  profits.  He  stated  these 
acts  in  the  presence  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  was  the  pro|)er  person  to  explain 
them.    As  to  the  inquiry,  the  House  ought 


against  bis  otvn  interest,  the  bon.  gentJe- 
man  beiog,  as  he  understood,  a  considera- 
ble bank  proprietor.  He  contended,  that  if 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  failed  to 
avail  himself  of  the  substitute  that  novr- 
offered  itself  for  the  property  tax,  he  would 
have  much  to  answer  for. 

Mr.  Grcn/c// said,  he  would  consent  to 
have  the  House  pass  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  on  the  understanding  that  bis  resolu- 
tions should  be  subsequently  read,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sir  John  Newport  hoped,  that  if  anjr 
attempt  were  made  to  preclude  his  hon. 
friend  from  entering  his  resolutions  on  the 
journaU,  that  he  would  move  them  again 
and  again. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  be  bad  no  objection  to  their  being 
moved  for  that  purpose,  when  the  orders 
of  the  day  were  disposed  nf. 

The  motion  for  passing  to  the  order  of 
the  day  was  then  agreed  lo.  The  House 
having  resolved  iisetf  into  a  committee  on 
the  bank  loan  bill,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  proposed  lo  fill  up  the  blank  In 
the  2d  clause  by  ihe  words  "  four  per 
cent."  when  Mr.  Grenfell  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  words  "  free  of  all 
interest,''  be  substituted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eichfquer  said, 

the  effect  of  such  an  amendment  would  be 

B  new  arrangement  with  the  bank,  and  he 

)  relinquish  its  right :    and  it  could  [  put  it  to  the  hon.  gentleman,  whether  such 


not  be  forgotten,  that  real  advantages  had 
arisen  from  the  interference  on  the  stamp 
duty  act,  by  which  a  saving  of  30,000/.  or 
40,000i.  a  year  had  been  made  to  the 
public.  Inste.id  of  being  concluded  by 
any  thing  that  hud  pJsscd,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  continue  to  interfere  and 
watch  over  the  public  interest.  He  had 
been  accused  of  making  what  was  called 
au  attack  on  the  bank;  be  had  not  done 
this,  hut  hod  merely  endeavoured  to  sus- 
tain the  rights  of  the  public.  As  to  Hie 
exaggerated  statements  with  which  he  had 
been  charged,  not  one  fact  had  been  ad- 
duced  to  prove  the  exaggeration. 

Mr.  S.  Thornlim  said,  that  his  memory 
did  not  brin^  back  to  his  mind  all  that  had 
been  stated  m  evidence  in  the  committee 
alluded  lo;  but  he  could  assure  the  hon. 
gentleman  and  the  Houae,  that 
tnation  bad  been  withheld 

d  that  every  official  doci 


laid  before  tlie  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 


measure  could  be  advisable  ai 
sent  moment.  The  bargain  now  entered 
into  was  mure  advantageous  than  any 
which  had  been  made  at  a  former  perioa, 
and  Ihe  public  could  not  expect  belter 
terms  now  than  in  other  times. 

Mr.  Tiernei/  said,  the  murder  was  now 
out.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
instead  of  making  a  bargain  which  it  might 
be  in  the  povfer  of  that  House  to  rescind 
made  his  bargain,  and  then  said,  "  You 
must  not  now  undo  it,  because  ihat  would 
throw  the  whole  system  of  finance  into 
confusion."  But  we  were  bound  to  save 
the  public  240,000/.  if  possible:  and 
though  the  bank  played  welt  at  the  game 
of  brag,  he  trusted  the  House  would  prove 
the  stronger  party.  As  to  their  political 
partialities,  the  noble  lord  ( Castlereagh ) 
infor*  '  odmitleiJ  that  they  were  not  altogether  so 
that  period,  I  tbnd  of  a  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  been  |  given  to"gusts;"  and  whatwere  "  gusts^' 


Mr. 


mply  n 
the  public  i 


!  than  a  little  insight  i 
est.  He  believed  that  there 
.  bargain   as  that  r 


ighting  against  tLe  bank  he  was  fighting    made.    He  thought  that  the  chaacelloc  of 
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the  exchequer  with  all  his  goodnets  of 
heart,  lameDted  id  reality  at  having  been 
80  gulled,  and  he  odled  on  his  candour 
to  confess  that  he  had  been  imposed  on. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  denied 
that  the  bargain  was  improvident.  It 
would  in  ail  probability  prevent  the  neces- 
sity of  any  fiublic  loan,  or  at  least  would 
diminish  tlie  amount  of  that  loan,  should 
St  be  required. 

Mr.  Baring  remarked  on  what  appeared 
to  him  the  extravagance  of  his  hon.  friend 
who  moved  the  amendment,  in  contending 
that  the  bank,  in  return  for  a  deposit  of 
five  millions,  was  to  make  an  advance  of 
Dine  millions  to  the  public.  £stimatinff 
the  public  balance  at  1 1  millions^  he  would 
assert  that  at  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
the  consideration  of  6  millions  of  these 
balances,  then  formed  the  general  average. 
This  consideration  consisted  in  the  loan 
of  three  millions  to  the  public  for  a  cer- 
tain period,  without  interest,  and  in  the 
bank  lending  the  whole  of  their  capital  of 
ten  millions  to  the  public,  at  an  interest  of 
3  per  cent.  He  would  assert  therefore, 
that  there  were  now  only  5  millions  of 
balances  for  which  the  public  were  enti- 
tled to  any  consideration,  and  this  ap- 
peared  to  him  amply  provided  for  by  the 
present  bill.  Indeed,  in  his  situation  of  a 
bank  director,  he  thought  that  an  ex- 
tremely hard  bargain  had  been  driven  with 
the  bank,  and,  as  a  member  of  that  House, 
that  a  very  favourable  one  had  been  made 
for  the  country. 

Mr.  GrenfeU  defended  his  motion,  par« 
ticularly  in  opposition  to  the  remarks  of 
the  kst  speaker. 

Mr.  F^f^Ffii^peraU  observed,  that  the 
hon.  member  opposite  seemed  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  advantage  of  putting  a 
bold  front  upon  a  case,  with  a  view  to  that 
success  which  could  not  be  anticipated 
upon  rational  grounds. 

Mr.  Tierney  remarked,  that  if  putting  a 
bold  front  upon  a  case  were  likely  to  faci- 
litate success,  the  Irish  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  could  in  no  case  have  reason 
to  despair  [a  laugh]. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  that  the  good  na- 
ture of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
bad  been  imposed  on,  and  lamented  that 
economy  had  not  been  more  consulted. 
Three  per  cent,  appeared  to  him  to  be  an 
adequate  remuneration  to  the  bank,  which 
he  would  have  proposed,  but  for  his  hon. 
friend's  previous  amendment.  He  desired 
to  know  whether  the  chancellor  of  the 
1»die^iier  intended  ta  make  any  of  the 


unclaimed  dividends  available  to  the  pnblie 
service.  Money  Iving  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank,  under  that  denomination,  coutd  nol 
possibly  be  insisted  on  by  the  bank.  He 
was  indeed  surprised  to  find,  that  whUe, 
according  to  a  special  act  no  more  than 
100,000/.  of  these  dividends  should  be  re- 
tained by  tlie  bank,  the  usual  retom  of 
their  amount  so  placed  should  be  no  lesa 
than  700,000/.,  and  sometimes  more. 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  con- 
curred with  his  hon.  friend  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  rendering  the  unclaimed  dlvi* 
den<M  available  for  the  advantage  of  the 
public,  rather  than  allowing  them  to  re* 
main  in  the  hands  of  the  bank.  But  then 
this  opinion  applied  only  to  those  dividends 
which  were  unclaimed  for  a  certain  period; 
or  never  likely  to  be  claimed ;  and  it  had 
occurred  to  him,  that  such  dividendi 
should  be  applied  to  the  public  servi€e» 
somewhat  in  the  way  of  an  escheat,  that  la, 
that  the  amount  should  be  transferred  to 
the  commissioners  for  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt,  to  be  made  use  of  by  - 
them  at  ^compound  interest ;  those  com« 
missioners,  however,  to  be  answerable  to 
the  owners  whenever  they  should  appear. 
In  this  way  he  conceived  that  those  divi- 
dends could  be  most  advantageously  and 
equitably  employed  for  the  braefit  of  the 
public  At  the  same  time  it  was  proper 
to  observe,  particularly  with  a  view  to 
prevent  any  misconception  out  of  doora^ 
that  it  would  be  impossible,  consistenthr 
with  common  justice,  to  touch  any  dirt 
dends  which  had  not  been  unclaimed  at 
least  for  four  quarters ;  and  it  was  to  be 
remembered  that  the  return,  to  which  hia 
hon.  friend  alluded,  included  all  unclaimed 
dividends  even  for  the  last  quarter.  So 
that  his  hon.  friend's  remarks  were 
grounded  upon  an  erroneous  computation* 

Mr.  Tierney  trusted  that  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  would  claim  in  an  au- 
thoritative manner  the  dividends  which 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  bank.  In 
the  present  aspect  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  committee,  he  would  reconraiend  to 
his  hon.  firiend  to  withdraw  his  amendment* 
and  propose  2  per  cent,  instead  of  4,  on 
the  principal  or  taking  the  half  when  he 
could  not  get  the  whole.  ' 

Mr.  S.  Thornton  trusted  that  due  care 
would  be  taken  to  secure  Immediate  pajr* 
ment  of  dividends,  to  which,  though  un- 
claimed for  a  while,  claims  might  ulti- 
mately be  established,  otherwise  some 
alarm  might  be  excited.  He  stated,  that 
he  had  known  within  the  hat  wedcno  less 
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itian   nineteen  dividends  paid   upon   the 
Gmall  capital  nt'  200/.  adding  tiiut  tlie  bank 
considered  tlial  a  very  hard  bargain  wliicli 
had  been  conclnded. 

Mr.  Swan  stated  his  conviction,  ttiat  the 
combined  influence  of  the  directors  and 
of  government  could  not  have  induced  the 
bank  to  advance  tlie  sum  to  which  the  bill 
referred  at  2  per  cent,  it  being  the  general 
impreEsion  of  the  proprietors  that  5  per 
£eat.  ought  to  have  obtained  upon  this  loan. 

Mr.  Bankts  proposed  to  f^l  up  the  blank 
with  i  per  cent,  instead  of 'i,  but  the  pro- 
position ivas  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  House  resumed,  and  liie  report 
was  ordered  to  he  brought  up  lo-morrow. 

Mr.  Grenfell  then  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  proposed  his  resolutions, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  them  put  upon 
the  Journals;  upon  each  of  which,  ex- 
cepting the  last,  which  was  withdraw^, 
the  previous  question  was  put  and  carried. 

Ma.  Mellish's  Resolutions  hk- 
SPECTIKG  THE  Bank  of  Englaks.] 
Mr.  Mellish  then,  with  the  leave  of  the 
Houss  moved  the  following  Resolutions: 

1.  "  That  by  the  act  of  31  George  3rd, 
cap.  33,  there  w(u  allowed  to  the  bank  of 
England,  for  the  ninna^emeat  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  450/.  per  million  on  the  capital 
Stock  iransferrable  at  the  bank,  amounting, 
in  the  year  ending  5th  July.  1792,  to 
93,803/.  12j.  r,d.  on  about  219,596,000/. 
then  so  trnnsferrable ;  and  that  hy  the  act 
4S  George  3rd,  cap.  4,  the  said  allowance 
was  reduced  to  the  rate  of  SWl.  per  mil- 
lion on  all  sums  not  exceeding  tiOO  mil- 
lions,  and  to  300/.  per  million  on  all  suras 
exceeding  that  amount,  whereby  the  bank 
was  entitled  in  the  year  ending  5th  April, 
1815,  to  the  sum  of  241,971/.  4^.  2|(/.  on 
about  726,570,700/.  capital  slock,  and 
7aS/.  3*.  Id,  on  2,347,588/.  3/.  per  cents. 
Iranferred  for  hfe  annuities,  being  an  in- 
crease of  143,965/.  15*.  ^d.  for  ma- 
nagement, and  an  increase  of  about 
50i),322,000/.  capital  stock:  olso,  the 
b-ink  was  allowed  1,000/.  for  talking  in 
contributions,  amounting  to  812,500/.  on 
a  lottery  in  the  year  ending  5th  July, 
1792  ;  and  38,798/.  19k.  2d.  for  taking  in 
contributions,  amounting  to  46,535,533/. 
6s.  id.  on  loans  and  lotteries  in  the  year 
ending  5th  April,  1815. 

2.  ■■  That  It  appears  that  the  hank,  in 

Eursunnce  of  the  act  46  Geo.  3rd,  cap.  65, 
aa,  from  tho  year  1806  to  the  present 
liinc,  mudc  the  aBsessnients  of  the  duty 
on  prohts  arising  from  properly  aa  the 


Mr.  MeltUh's  Rcsolulknt  [S&t 

proprietors  of  (he  whole  of  llie  fundi-d 
(Icbi,  trdni<rt:rrablc  at  the  bonk  of  England, 
and  lias  deducted  the  suid  duty  from  each 
of  ihe  several  dividend  warrants,  which 
in  one  year,  ending  5th  A|iril,  1815* 
amounted  in  number  to  565,600 ;  and  that 
this  part  of  the  business  has  been  done 
without  any  expense  to,  or  charge  on, 
the  public : 

"  That  in  pursuance  of  the  above- 
mentioned  act,  the  duties  so  deducted 
have  from  time  (o  time  been  placed  to  the 
"  account  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
treasury,  on  account  of  the  said  duties,'' 
together  with  other  sums  received  from 
the  public  by  virtue  of  the  said  act ;  part 
of  this  money  is  applied  to  the  payment  ot" 
certificates  of  allowances,  and  the  re- 
mainder is  paid  into  the  exchequer: 

"  That  by  virtue  of  the  said  act,  tho 
lords  commissioners  of  the  treasury  have 
made  annual  allowances,  at  the  rote  of 
1250/.  per  milhoo,  upon  the  amount  so 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury  at  the  bank  of 
England,  as  a  compensation  for  receiving, 
paying,  and  accounting  for  the  same; 
which  allowances,  however,  have  not  in 
any  one  year  exceeded  the  sum  of  3,480/., 
and  upon  an  average  of  eight  years,  have 
amounted  annually  to  3,154/.  only; 

"  The  amount  of  duties  received  for 
the  year  ending  Sth  April,  1814,  was 
2,784,343/.  which,  if  it  had  been  collcclcil 
in  the  usual  manner,  st  an  allowance  of 
5rf.  per  X.  would  have  cost  the  public 
5H,007/-:  and  the  cost  for  collecting 
20,188,293/.  being  the  whole  of  the  duty- 
received  from  1806  to  1814,  on  which 
allowances  have  been  made,  wnuld  at  the 
same  rate  hove  amounted  to  420,Jj8!)/. : 

"  That  all  monies  received  by  the  bank 
on  account  of  duties  on  property  are  paid 
into  the  Exchequer  immediately  after  the 
receipt  thereof:  when  this  circumstance 
is  contrasted  with  the  ordinary  progress  of 
monies  into  the  exchequer,  the  advantage 
resulting  to  the  public  may  be  fairly  esti- 
mated at  2/.  per  cent,  which,  on  the 
amount  of  duties  for  the  year  ending  5tl) 
April,  1814,  would  be  55,686/.,  and  on 
thelotalam0untfromlS06to  1814,  would 
he  403,765/. 

3.  •■  That  the  total  amount  of  bank 
notes  and  bank  post  bills  in  circulation  in 
the  years  1795  and  1796  {the  latter  being 
the  year  previous,  tu  the  reatriclian  aa 
cash  payments),  and  in  the  year  181 1,  was 
OS  follows : 

179^,  Feb.  1,  ll,73ar)MI.  ud  Abe.  U  ll.'it4,oao|. 
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1796,  Fbb.  1»  10,784,7401.  hmI  A«g.  1,    9t85«,110L 
1814,  Fbb.  1,  t5,15^950L  wd  Aof.  1,  f8,80S,450t 

4.  **  Tint  itprefent,  and  during  many 
yean  past^  both  before  and  since  the 
renevral  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  conii- 
derabfo  sums  of  the  public  money  have 
been  deposited  with,  or  otherwise  placed 
In  the  custody  of,  the  governor  and  com« 
pany  of  the  bank  of  England,  who  act  in 
this  respect  as  the  banker  of  the  publici 
the  average  balances  of  these  deposits: 
both  before  and  after  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  were  as  follows : 

<<  Public  balances  on   an        £. 
average  of  one  year  ending  the 
15th  January,  1800     -    -    -    1,724,747 

**  Unclaimed  dividends  for 
the  average  of  one  year  ending 
1st  January,  1800  -    -    -    -       837,966 

ie.2,562,71S 


**  Public  balances  on  an 
average  of  eight  years,  from 
1807  to  1815 4,875,405 

«<  Unclaimed  dividends,  Do.       634,6 1 4 


iSr.5,010,019 

5.  **  That  it  appears,  from  a  report  or- 
dered to  be  printed  lOth  August,  1807, 
from  the  committee  on  public  expendi- 
ture of  the  united  kingdom,  that  the 
ikgg^g&te  amount  of  balances  ai^d  de- 
posits of  public  money  in  the  bank  of 
Eneland,  including  bank  notes  deposited 
in  the  exchequer,  made  up  in  four  different 
periods  of  the  quarter  enaing  5th  January, 
1807»  fluctuated  between  the  sums  of 
11,461,200^.  and  12,198,236/. ;  or  exclud- 
ing bank  notes  deposited  at  the  exche- 
quer, the  amount  fluctuated  between 
8,178,536^  and  9,948,400/. ;  the  reason 
for  which  exclusion  is  not  obvious,  as  by 
the  act  of  48  George  3rd,  cap.  3,  the 
tellers  of  the  exchequer  are  authorized  to 
take  as  securities  on  monies  lodged,  either 
exchequer  bills,  or  notes  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  bank  of  England. 
And  it  also  appears,  according  to  accounts 
laid^  before  this  House  in  the  present 
session  of  parliament,  that  the  aggregate 
amount  of  such  deposits,  together  with 
the  exchequer  bills  and  bank  notes  de- 
posited in  the  chests  of  the  four  tellers  of 
the  exchequer,  wu,  on  an  average,  in  the 
year  1814,  11,966,371/.  indudmg  bank 
notes  deposited  at  the  exchequer,  amount- 
ing to  642,264/.  ll,324,107l.»  excluding 
bank  notes  dcpnosited  at  the  exchequer. 

6.  M  That   it  appears,   aecorung  to 


accounts  before  thb  House,  that  the  ave- 
rage of  the  aggre^te  amount  of  balances 
of  public  money  m  the  hands  of  the  bank 
of  England,  from  February  1807  to  Fe^ 
bruary  1815,  was  5,010,019/.;  aifd  that 
the  average  of  bills  and  bank  notes  depo- 
sited in  the  chests  of  the  four  tellers  of 
the  exchequer,  from  August  1807  to  April 
1815,  was  5,968,793/. ;  making  together 
10,978,812/.  being  850,906/.  less  than  tim 
average  of  the  said  accounts  for  one  year^ 
ending  5th  January  1807,  as  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  public 
expenditure. 

7.  '*  That,  by  the  39  and  40  Geo.  Srd, 
cap.  28,  extending  the  charter  of  the 
bank  for  21  years,  the  bank  advanced  to 
the  public  3,000,000/.  for  six  years,  with- 
out interest,  and  extended  the  loan  of 
11,686,800  for  21  years  at  an  interest  of 
3/.  per  centr  per  annum,  &  a  consideration 
for  the  privileges,  profits,  emoluments, 
benefits,  and  advantages,  granted  to  the 
bank  by  such  extension  of  its  charter : 

< « That  the  interest  of  3,000,000/.        £• 

for  six  years,  at  5/.  per  cent. 

per  annum,  ig  -  -  -  -  -  900,000 
'<  That  the  difference  between 

3/.  per  cent,  and  5L  per  cent. 

on  11,686,800/.  is  233,736/. 

which  in  21  years  amounts  to  4,908,456 
<«  That    the    above   loan    of 

3,000,000/.  was  continued  to 

the  public  from  1806,  when  it 

became  payable,  until  1814, 

at  an  interest  of  3/.  per  cent. 

making  an  advantage  m  favour 

of  the  public  of  2/.  per  cent,  or 

60,000/.  per  annum,  which  in 

eight  years  and  eight  months 

amounts  to 520,00(1 

'«  That,  in  1808,  the  bank  ad- 
vanced to  the  public  3,000,000^. 

without  interest,  which  by  an 

act  of  the  present  session  is  to 

remain  without  interest  until 

the  5th  of  April  1816 ;  the  in- 
terest on  this  advance,  at  5/. 

per  cent,  will  for  eight  years 

amount  to 1,200,000 

8.  **  That,  by  the  39  and  40  Geo.  Srd, 
cap.  28,  see.  13,  it  is  enacted,  that,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  charter,  the  bank 
shall  enjoy  all  privileges,  profits,  emolu- 
ments, benefits,  and  advantages  whatso- 
ever, which  they  now  possess  and  enjoy 
by  virtue  of  any  employment  by  or  ^n 
behalf  of  the  public : 

**  That,  previously  to  such  renewal  of 
their  charter,  the  bank  waa  employed  as 
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the  public  banker,  in  keeping  the  cash  of 
all  the  prrncip'il  deparlments  id  the  receipt 
of  the  public  revenue,  and  in  issuing  and 
conducting  the  public  expenditure: 
•'  That  the  average  atnuiml  of        £. 

the   public    balances  in    the 

hand«  of  the  bank,  between 

the    1st  February    ]Sli,  and 

the  liilh  January   1815,  upon 

accounts  opened  at  the  bank 

previously  to  the  renewal  of 

the  charter  od  the  2Sth  Maicli 

IBOO,  was 4,337^ 

"  Unclaimed  dividends,  for  the 

average  ofone  year  ending  lat 

Jinuary  lbl5 779,7!H 


5,116,819 
"  That  the  oTerage  public  ba-        £. 

lances  in  the  hands  of  the  back 

during  the  saute  period,  upon 

acci>unts  opened  at  the  bank 

between  the  28th  March  1800 

and  thu  '27th  February  1808, 

was 370,018 

"  That  ihc  average  public  ba- 
lances in  the  fiatids  of  the  bank 

during  the  same  period,  upon 

accounts  opened  at  the  bank 

subsequeiu  to  the  27lh  Feb. 

1808,  was 201,162 

The  previous  question  being  put  upon 
each  of  the  said  resolutions,  was  agreed 
to. 

Insolvent  Debtors.]  Mr.  Loclhart 
rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  neces- 
sity ofmaterialty  altering,  if  not  of  entirely 
repealinjT,  the  provisions  of  the  act  last 
passed  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors. 
He  was  fully  aware  of  t!ie  unpleasantness 
of  the  task  which  he  had  undertaken,  but 
he  considered  that  the  );enernl  call  which 
had  been  made  upon  the  House  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  upon  this  subject, 
imposed  an  imperious  duty  upon  him  to 
bring  before  the  House  the  consideration 
of  the  law  as  it  stood,  with  a  view  to  re- 
medying the  grtat  and  immense  detriment 
which  arose  out  of  its  proviMons  to  all 
ranks  of  the  public,  but  more  especially 
to  those  concerned  in  trade. — It  was 
known  that  this  law  was  originally  intro- 
duced by  the  noble  person  (lord  Rettcs- 
dale)  by  whom  it  had  been  framed  as  a 
measure  of  experiment,  and  all  accorded 
in  the  hope  that  it  would  have  produced 
a  belter  result  than  it  had.  A?,  however, 
it  »as  Botv  foLind  to  be  attended  li^'  can- 
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sequences  of  a  grievous  and  lamentable 
description,  it    became  expedient  to  re- 


It  1 


cessary  for  him,  in  adverting  to  this  topiCi 
to  enter  into  the  question,  whether  im- 
prisonment for  debt  was  originally  allowed 
by  the  common  law  of  the  land  or  not ; 
il  was  sufficient  for  him  that  the  prac- 
tice had  prevailed  for  fire  hundred 
years,  and  had,  during  that  period,  un- 
dergone various  regulations  and  niudifi- 
catious  by  the  legislature  :  neither  was  it 
necessary  for  him  to  submit  any  argu- 
ments as  to  the  propriety  of  the  judg- 
ments of  our  courts  of  law  being  en- 
forced by  some  certuin  punishment — as 
that  was  a  principle  which  at  this  day,  few, 
if  any,  would  be  disposed  to  dii^pute.  In 
considering  this  law,  he  would  ojfer  a  few 
simple  propositions  to  the  House.  The 
first  was,  that  iu  every  civilized  country 
there  ought  to  exist  laws  for  compelling 
the  performance  of  promises — next,  that 
means  ought  to  exist  for  enforcing  the 
fuldlnienl  of  duties — and  lastly,  that  a 
power  should  exist,  by  which  any  wron^ 
done  might  he  redressed.  It  appeared 
but  reasonable,  where  a  judgment  was 
given  by  a  court  of  law,  that  a  mode 
should  subsist,  whereby  that  judgmenfi 
could  be  enforced,  and  that  where  duties 
were  violated,  or  wrongs  done,  such  a  pu- 
nishment should  exist  as  would  deter 
others  from  pursuing  a  similar  course ; 
and  yet  the  operation  of  this  law  wai  luch, 
as  completely  to  abrogate  and  render  nu- 
gatory all  those  fundamental  principles  of 
justice.  To  confirm  this  statement  it  was 
only  ncceesary  to  inquire  into  the  leading 
feature  of  the  act.  What  was  this  ?  Why^ 
that  any  person  who  had  been  in  custody 
for  the  space  of  three  months,  for  a  debt 
however  enormous,  incurred  in  a  manneF 
however  objectionable,  might  apply  to  the 
insolvent  debtors'  court  fur  relief,  and 
might  obtain  that  relief,  on  the  simple 
condition  of  giving  up  all  his  property. 
There  were  two  objections  to  this  :  first, 
that  it  was  at  the  option  of  the  party  whe- 
ther he  should  appeal  to  the  court  for  re- 
lief or  not;  and,  next,  that  there  were 
no  means  by  which  a  debtor  could  be 
prevented  from  going  into  prison,  and 
wasting  the  ri.>mainder  of  his  property,  to 
the  detriment  of  his  creditor.  He  was 
sorry  Eo  say,  that  since  ihi^  law  had  been 
passed,  more  persons  had  been  committed 
to  custody  than  when  the  choice  of  com- 

[iiil'ion  was  left  with  the  creditor ;  and 
leiice  tbe  leason  that  our  gaols  were  fuU 
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ler  Iban  erer.  In  fiict,  no  creditor  who 
was  aware  of  the  coMequencef  of  this 
act,  would  arrest  a  debtor,  because  he 
well  knew  he  would  thereby  be  deprived 
of  all  chance  of  pajrment.  It  was  dear, 
that  such  a  system  roust  have  the  effect 
of  putting  into  tlie  mind  of  every  person, 
whether  well-principled  or  not,  when  he 
besan  to  fail,  a  disposition  to  put  off  the 
evS  day  to  the  last,  knowing  that  in  the 
end  he  would  be  relieved,  and  thereby 
lead  to  the  was»te  of  that  property  which 
would  otherwise  be  resigned  to  the  hands 
of  the  creditor.«>Anoiher  objection  which 
existed  was,  that  there  was  no  discretion 
in  this  act  as  to  who  ought  to  be  relieved 
—and  whether  the  person  seeking  dis- 
chaige  was  deserving  of  such  an  mdul- 

§ence  or  not,  was  a  matter  of  perfect  in- 
ifierence.  It  was  true  that  there  was  a 
clause  whereby  any  person  wasting  his  ef- 
fects in  prison  was  liable  to  be  detained 
for  five  years;  but  there  was  no  descrip- 
tion  of  the  sort  of  waste  which  would 
subject  him  to  this  punishment.  There 
was  another  clause,  by  which  persons 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust  were  rendered 
liable  to  imprisonment  for  ten  years ;  so 
again  with  respect  to  persons  obtaining 
property  under  false  pretences.  Such 
persons  were  liable  to  insprisonment  for 
five  years,  unless  relieved  with  tlie  consent 
of  the  creditors— the  question  of  fraud 
was  so  narrowed,  however,  that  unless  a 
man  was  proved  to  have  committed  an  of* 
fence|,  amounting  almost  to  felony,  there 
was  little  chance  of  his  discharge  being 
successfully  opposed.  There  was  no 
clause  by  which  a  man  assuming  a  false 
appearance,  moving  in  respectable  circles, 
supporting  an  equipage  which  gave  the 
appearance  of  wealth,  without  possessing 
a  single  farthing  of  capital,  and  thereby 
inducing  the  tradesman  to  give  him  cre- 
dit, without  the  chance  of  payment,  was 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  act ;  and 
yet,  who  would  not  say  that  this  was  pre- 
cisely the  man  who  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
charged? Another  objection  to  the  law 
was,  that  men  guiltv  of  every  act  of  injus- 
tice might  be  relieved  from  all  conse- 
quences by  its  provisions.  Persons  against 
whom  judgment  was  given  for  slander, 
false  imprisonment,  and  all  this  species  of 
torts  or  offences  were  exoneratea  by  this 
act,  and  after  an  imprisonment  of  three 
months,  were  excuseo,  and  the  same  in 
all  judgments  given  on  actions  for  injuries 
from  negligence,  actions  of  trover,  and 
tremasses,    attended    by   circumstances  j 
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however  aggravated.  In  actions  of  covo* 
nant,  too,  where  the  defendant  broke  aa 
engagement,  however  solemn,  he  was  enti- 
tled to  the  same  indulgence.  Hence  in 
this  country,  where  justice  was  prover* 
bially  said  to  have  taken  her  seat,  then 
was  no  law  which  could  control  the  per«> 
formance  of  a  covenant.  It  was  said  bj 
Mr.  Burke,  that  there  was  no  connexioa 
between  the  gaol  and  tlie  counting  hous«i» 
The  petitions  which  had  been  laid  upoa 
the  table  of  the  Uouse,  however,  fuUr 
proved  the  fallacy  of  tliis  reasoning,  ana 
that  there  was  the  strongest  connexioii 
between  the  one  and  the  otlier.  It  waa 
evident,  in  fact,  that  unless  some  modifi-» 
cation  took  place  in  this  law,  there  would 
be  an  end  or  tlie  trade  of  tliis  country  al- 
togetlier.  The  remedy  which  he  should 
suggest  for  those  evils  was  this— 4hat  the 
present  commissioners  of  the  insolvent 
court  should  be  prevented  from  receiving 
any  further  petitions,  and  from  discharg- 
ing any  more  insolvent  debtors.  By  thio 
means  the  system  would  be  sot  rid  of  for 
the  present,  and  the  legislature  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  framing  such  a 
measure  as  was  consistent  with  the  scctt« 
rity  of  the  creditor  and  the  relief  of  the 
honest  man,  while  the  dishonest  maa 
would  be  subject  to  a  punishment  ade- 
quate to  the  extent  of  his  misconduct. 
Tlie  measure  ought  to  be  discussed  with 
discrimination,  and  in  a  manner  calculated 
to  give  satisfaction  to  all  just  minds.  The 
general  idea  he  hcd  was,  that  a  discretioa 
should  be  granted  to  the  judge  to  whom 
the  applications  for  rel^  were  to  be 
made,  who  would  thereby  have  an  oppor« 
tunity  of  determining  whether  a  man  had 
acted  justly  or  unjustly  towards  his  credi- 
tor. He  was  aware  tliat  there  might  be 
some  objections  to  placing  so  large  a  dis- 
cretion in  a  single  individual — he  thoughU 
therefore,  tliat  a  bench  of  pudges  should 
be  appointed,  to  whom  tnese  subject! 
should  be  referred.  As  it  was  not  hii 
wish  that  those  persons  who  were  already 
in  confinement  should  have  to  complam 
of  any  unexpected  harshness  or  severity 
from  the  operation  of  this  act,  he  should 
propose  that  its  provisions  should  not  ap« 
ply  to  any  person  who  was  in  custody  at 
the  time  of  its  enactment.  There  waa 
one  other  topic  to  which  he  wished  to  ad« 
vert,  and  that  was  the  expediencnr  of 
throwinff  impediments  in  the  wav  of  the 
relief  oidebtors,  at  a  time  when  the  gene- 
ral distresses  of  the  country  was  so  great. 
He  was  convincedi  howeveri  that  so  far 
(U) 
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from  ihig  act  aggravating  the  public  die- 
tresi,  it  would,  on  the  contrary,  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  best  const  qu en ces,  by  re- 
viving the  cotifiJenci!  between  man  and 
nan,  aud  rendering  mankind,  by  the  re- 
establishment  of  credit,  the  more  anxious 
to  relieve  their  Fellow-subjects.  Tlie  lion, 
and  learned  gentleman  concluded  by  mov- 
ing, "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
bifi  to  suspend  llie  power  of  his  majesty's 
commissioner  of  the  court  of  insolvent 
debtors  to  receive  petitions  for  the  dis- 
charge of  insolvents." 

Sir  Samuel  Romillti  observed,  that  the 
object  of  the  motion  was,  by  suspending 
titc  act,  to  repeal  it.  Unquestionably  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  would  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  way  in  which  the  act  had  been 
executed ;  and  the  subject  deserved  se- 
rious consideration.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  great  frauds  had  been  com- 
uitted,  and  tliat  the  legislature  was  loudly 
called  upon  to  interpose.  But  it  would 
not  be  wise  for  the  Ilouse  precipitately  to 
repeal  this  net  ivithout  considerable  in- 
quiry, and  availing  themselves  of  all  tlic 
Information  they  could  procure  on  the 
■ubjcct,  in  order  to  frame  some  more  ef- 
fectual measure.  Let  the  House  recollect 
what  was  the  state  of  the  law  before  this 
set  passed.  It  was  the  unlimited  iuipri- 
Bonmcnt  of  debtors;  for  a  discharge  was 
a  release  from  the  debt ;  so  that  a  creditor 
was  often  Icf^  with  hardly  any  choice, 
filler  taking  the  debtor  in  execution.  In 
the  former  proceedings  on  this  subject, 
We  had,  every  two  or  three  years,  for  a 
long  time  past,  an  insolvent  act  open  lo 
sU  abuses,  and,  by  the  gross  scandal  of 
violating  all  contracts  between  debtor  and 
creditor  by  an  exjiosljhclo  law  setting  the 
debtor  at  large.  Would  it  not  more  be- 
come the  dignity  of  parliament,  and  the 
interests  of  the  public,  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee which  might  make  every  proper 
inquiry,  and  might  examine  debtors  and 
other  parties,  as  well  as  professional  per- 
sona, whose  experience  would  enable  them 
to  suggest  eligible  modes  for  the  security 
of  payment,  and  to  remove  oppressive 
measures  peculiar  to  England,  where 
clone  there  was  nothing  like  a  cestio 
bnnorum,  or  something  in  tlie  nature  of  a 
bankruptcy,  for  the  relief  of  insolvents  in 
prison,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
measure  had  not  been  adapted  to  the  de- 
sired end;  but  this  did  not  seem  to  arise 
from  its  being  impossible  so  lo  frame  it. 
He  had  nothing  to  do  with  framing  the 
aut ;  he  was  oevcc  consulted  sbout  it,  and 
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never  saw  it  till  it  came  into  the  House. 
He  had  only  opposed  rame  alterations  in 
it  which  were  propustd  ;  and  be  believed 
that  nobody  in  the  House  was  against  the 
act  altogether.  It  should  be  remembered, 
that  it  was  only  a  temporary  act ;  but  it 
ought  not  to  be  repealed  without  inquiry. 
The  lion,  and  learned  gentleman  had 
suggested  some  remedies.  He  (sir  S. 
Komilly)  thought  it  might  be  rendered 
more  benelicial.  The  creditor  should 
have  the  power  to  compel  tlie  debtor  to 
give  up  hia  properly.  He  wished  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  would  con- 
sent to  a  committee,  to  put  the  House  in 
possession  of  useful  information.  Much 
valuable  information  might  be  obtained 
from  the  commissioner  of  the  insolvent 
court :  but  the  old  mode  of  an  ex  post 
facto  law  was  bad. 

The  Allorneif  General  was  fully  aware 
of  the  great  imperfections  of  this  measure, 
and  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
who  he  hoped  would  move  for  the  com- 
mittee forthwith.  He  should  be  most 
happy  to  lend  his  aid  in  furthering  the 
investigation  alluded  to. 

Sir  SitmuH  ItomiUy  said,  that  his  only 
reason  for  not  making  the  motion,  was  the 
fact  of  his  professional  duties  being  likely 
to  prevent  his  attendance. 

The  Atlornei/  General  said,  he  had  the 
same  apology  lo  oHer  for  not  moving  for 
the  committee.  He  would,  however,  con- 
sult with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  be- 
tween that  day  and  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Brouj^kam  hoped  his  hon;  and 
learned  friend,  the  mover  of  this  question, 
would  agree  to  the  suggestion  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee.  The  ques- 
tion was  one  of  vital  importance,  and 
unless  some  means  were  taken  to  remedy 
the  evils  which  existed  under  this  act, 
up  trade  and  credit  by 
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Mr.  Lod/iarl  did  not  feel  it  necessary 
to  withdraw  his  mulion,  because  he 
thought  the  same  inquiry  might  be  made 
under  the  bill  as  in  the  committee.  He 
thought  it  was  necessary  to  give  some 
pledge  to  the  public  that  the  bill,  as  it 
existed,  should  be  repealed;  but  if  hia 
motion  were  carried,  he  would  widertake 
not  to  press  it  until  the  information  desired 
was  obtained. 

Mr.  Abertrombie  was  not  satisfied  that 
a  bill  should  be  introduced  to  repeal  the 
law  altogether,  to  the  principle  of  which 
he  Still  adIiGred,  tligugh  he  thought  it 
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rei|uired  modifiotioD :  he  thought  it  would 
ultimately  be  bett  to  adopt  an  amend- 
ment, that  a  committee  be  appointed,  and 
in  the  mean  time  he  should  move  that  the 
debate  on  the  question,  be  adjourned  till 
to-monroir« 

Sir  Charles  Pole  spoke  of  the  great 
grievances  which  had  existed  under  the 
present  bill,  and  urged  the  necessity  of 
Its  being  materially  amended. 

Mr.  Ffotheroc  thought  that  the  trading 
interest  were  particularly  indebted  to  Mr. 
Lockhart  and  wished  fur  a  total  repeal  of 
the  act.  If  the  committee  proposed  to 
take  up  the  whole  subject  of  the  laws  of 
debtor  and  creditor  fully  and  fairly,  the 
House  would  certainly  oe  highly  obliged 
to  them ;  but  if  the  object  was  to  inquire 
concerning  facts  which  were  well  known, 
the  delay  would  prove  injurious.  The 
hon.  member  adverted  to  some  gross 
cases  of  fraud  since  the  act  existed. 

Lord  Casilereagh  did  not  sec  the  neces- 
aity  of  adjourning  the  debate^  neither  did 
he  conceive  the  introduction  of  the  bill 
would  be  any  obstacle  to  inquiry.  It  was 
not  usual  to  oppose  the  introduction  of  a 
bill,  unless  there  was  some  insurmountable 
objection  to  the  principle  of  it. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  having  withdrawn  his 
amendment,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
the  biU. 

Sir  Samuel  Romill^  then  moved,  **  That 
a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  effects  which  have  been  produced 
by  the  acU  53  Geo.  3d,  c.  102,  and  5^ 
Geo.  3d,  c.  23,  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors  in  England ;  and  to  report  their 
observations  thereupon  to  the  House." 

Mr.  Lockhart  observed,  that  he  could 
not  concur  in  the  motion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman.  If  an  idea  once  got 
abroad,  tnat  the  House  held  a  doubt  on 
the  propriety  of  the  course  which  they 
ou^ht  to  pursue,  they  would  be  only 
giving  reins  to  a  continuance  of  that 
system  of  fraud  which  now  called  for 
legislative  interposition. 

The  House  divided;  Yeas,  82;  Noes,  71. 
A  committee  was  accordingly  appointed. 

Irish  £l£ctions.J  Mr.  Z).  Brovone 
moved  for  leave  to  bnng  in  a  bill  to  limit 
the  duration  of  polls  at  elections  in  Ire- 
land. The  hon.  member,  in  allusion  to 
what  had  fallen  from  an  hon.  general 
(Matthewj>  by  whom  this  motion  was  on 
a  former  night  interrupted,  begged  to  say, 
that  no  man  in  that  House  was  more 
fitvour^le    thaa   he  was  to  the   inde- 
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pendeiice  of  tlie  elective  franchise,  an4 
to  the  purity  of  election. 

Mr.  brittle  had  no  objection  to  th^ 
general  features  of  the  bill. 

Sir  F.  Flood  saiil,  that  although  he  had 
some  strong  objections  to  the  measure,  he 
would  not,  in  the  first  instance,  give  it  hia 
opposition,  but  reserve  himself  for  a  future 
opportunity. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  the  bill  de« 
clarcd  the  existence  of  great  evils  from 
flie  duration  of  polls  in  Ireland.  He  had 
himself  felt  those  evils,  botli  in  his  person 
and  purse,  by  the  length  of  an  election 
contest,  which,  though  the  voters  were 
not  more  than  1 ,000  in  number,  had  lasted 
for  a  considerable  time.  But  in  the  in* 
troduction  of  a  measure  of  this  kind,  ho 
was  ttfraid  tliat  if  strong  guards  were  not 
introduced,  an  election,  instead  of  being 
the  freemcns*,  would  be  the  sheriffs'  ap« 
pointment.  It  would  be  certainly  well  to 
prevent  the  protraction  of  those  proceed* 
mgs,  but  it  was  equally  important  to 
secure' to  the  constituent  body  the  safe 
means  of  returning  tlie  man  of  their 
choice.  If  they  did  not  secure  the  righta 
of  voters  in  this  manner,  the  necessarj 
consequence  would  be,  that  elections 
would  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  go* 
vemment,  and  then  it  would  be  out  of  the 
power  of  any  individual  to  cope,  in  point 
of  expense,  with  so  formidable  an  anta* 
gonist.  The  House  would  therefore  ti^o 
care  that  in  whatever  measure  it  enacted^ 
the  purity  of  election  should  not  bo 
violated,  or  the  interests  of  the  electom 
exposed  to  any  improper  restrictions. 

Mr.  Ve$ey  Fitzgerald  said,  that  tho 
House  was  at  present  unapprised  of  tba 
precise  nature  of  his  hon.  friend's  bill.  It 
was  most  desirable  to  prevent  a  protrao* 
tion  of  elections,  and  to  counteract  as  far 
as  possible  the  calamitous  expense  which 
was  incurred  on  such  occasions.  When 
the  bill  was  brought  in,  the  necessary 
information  of  its  details  would  doubtleia 
be  laid  before  them. 

Mr.  Blake  rose  not  only  to  confirm  tho 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  baronet,  but 
to  mention  that,  in  his  own  election,  muclt 
greater  waste  of  time  and  abuse  existed 
than  that  stated  b^  the  right  hon.  baronet«- 
The  law  of  elections  in  Ireland,  with  re* 
spect  to  which  the  bill  proposed  by  tho 
hon.  gentleman  was  so  extremely  impor- 
tant, he  was  well  aware  was  a  subject 
which  would  be  approached  by  the  Houso 
with  every  view  of  attention,  with  every 
degree  of  examination  and  of  caution ; 
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aod  he  was  sure  that  the  hon.  member,  if 
permitteil  to  lolroduce  hU  bill,  would  not 
preSB  it  with  any  rapidity  through  its  dif- 
lereat  stogcs,  but  would  give  every  oppor- 
lunity  for  investigation  and  discussion.  It 
was  a  subject  or  Ino  grave  and  serious  a 
nature,  not  to  be  viewed  in  all  its  bearings 
before  the  House  proceeded  to  legislate;  lor 
great  Bod  crying  as  the  existing  evils  were, 
they  were  so  much  interwoven  and  incor- 
porated with  the  good,  that  an  undigested 
aitcropt  to  diminish  the  one,  would  have 
Ihe  effect  of  lessening  the  other.  Under 
this  impression,  he  would  support  the  in- 
troduction of  the  bill ;  and  be  hoped,  that 
under  proper  arrangement,  the  principle 
of  it  would  be  made  satisfactory  to  the 
House.  Of  this  ho  was  quite  sure,  that 
the  personal  experience  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber who  had  undertaken  to  introduce  it, 
would  enable  him  to  furnish  much  valua- 
ble materia  for  the  construction  of  such  a 
laii  as  was  now  proposed.  Towards  the 
ConeUisioo  of  the  lust  session,  the  ban. 
member,  with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of 
the  present  bill,  had  luoved  for  und  ob- 
Isined  a  return  of  the  registered  freeholders 
of  Ireland.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  pnpcr, 
which  since  the  present  session  had  been 
laid  on  thetablcof  the  House  and  printed, 
and  whicli  purported  to  be  a  return  such 
BE  was  ordered.  He  was  sure  the  hon. 
member  would  easily  observe,  that  it  did 
not  contain  a  t'uU  and  sufficient  return, 
•uch  as  was  ordered,  and  if  otherwise,  the 
lion,  member  would  he  proceeding  him- 
eelf,  and  inducing  the  House  to  proceed, 
CO  false  and  erroneous  premises  ;  but  he 
submitted,  there  was  another  and  a  para- 
mount reason  for  noticing  the  subject,  as 
it  waa  necessary  that  the  House  should 
eee  that  its  orders  were  nnl  rendered 
nugatory  and  void  by  the  private  manage- 
ment  and  contrivance  of  any  man,  or  of 
Bn^'  Bel  of  men.  He  did  not  go  the  length 
ol  asserting  that  such  was  the  fact  in  the 
present  instance,  but  when  the  House  re- 
collected the  vain  and  impotent  attempt, 
at  the  last  geaeral  election,  to  stifle  and 
trample  upon  the  constitutional  freehold 
voice  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent,  it 
would  remark  the  strange  coincidence 
with  respect  to  the  omission  of  that  part 
only  with  which  he  stood  thus  connected. 
He  would  not  go  the  length  of  asserting 
that  it  was  a  wilful  default;  he  hoped  it 
was  not ;  but  if  it  should  turn  out  to  be 
alherwise,  he  was  sure  the  guilty  indivi- 
duula  would  be  epeediJy  taught  to  ImOat 
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their  indiscretion,  and  others  would  be 
deterred  by  the  example  which  would  be 
made  of  ihem,  from  trifling  with  the  plea- 
sure, or  interposing  themselves  between 
the  orders  of  ihe  House  of  Commons,  and 
the  immediate  and  submissive  execution 
of  them. 

Mr.  D.  Browne  said,  that  after  the  bill 
was  introduced,  he  had  no  objection  to 
allow  ample  time  for  its  consideration  be- 
fore he  proceeded  through  its  stages. 

Lord  CaalUrragh  concurred  in  the  pro- 
priety of  aUowing  sufficient  time  for  the 
consideration  of  a  measure,  the  principle 
of  which  was  of  so  important  a  nature. 
He  had  himself  had  sufficient  personal  ex- 
perience in  early  life,  of  the  duration  of 
election  contents  in  Ireland;  for  he  had 
been  a  candidate  on  one  occasion,  when 
thecontest  lasted  from  the  1st  of  May,  until 
the  24th  July.  As  great  doubt  was  enter- 
tained in  Ireland,  whether  the  returning 
officer  was  not  bound  to  close  (he  poll  at 
a  certain  period,  it  was  certainly  right 
to  make  some  provision  on  this  point. 

Mr.  Preston  approved  of  the  principle 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ticrney  did  not  think  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  bill  would  be  the  bust  and  most 
speedy  method  of  correcting  the  abuses 
complained  of  in  Irish  elections,  and  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  a  committee  to  in- 
?ulrc  into  the  general  state  of  elections  in 
reland,and  how  far  the  laws  respecting 
them  might  be  assimilated  to  those  in 
England. 

Mr.  Vesey  Tiix^erald  observed,  that 
though  be  concurred  in  (he  suggestion  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as  to  the  eflici- 
ency  of  a  committee,  yet  he  did  not  think 
it  was  a  reason  why  ihe  present  bill  should 
he  objected  to.  The  provisions  of  the  bill 
were  not  yet  known  to  the  House,  and  it 
wouldbepremature  to  judge  of  them.  At 
the  same  time,  if  this  hill  were  carried  into 
a  law,  it  would  still  be  competent  to  any 
gentleman  to  move  for  a  committee  on  the 
general  subject. 

Mr.  Tieruey  repeated,  that  he  did  not 
object  to  the  bill,  but  merely  doubted 
whether,  at  first  view  it  could  embrace  a 
settled  system. 

Mr.  U.  Bruxune  said,  he  would  give  full 
lime  fur  the  consideration  of  this  wbject. 
He  did  not  mean  to  move  for  the  second 
reading  until  the  2!Jth  of  April  next. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Helleston  Election  Bill.]  Mr. 
Swan  moved  foi  leave  to  bring  iu  a  bill 
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to  prerei^t  eoimpt  and  iOeffal  practicMy 
and  securing  the  purity  w  election  in 
the  borough  of  Hdletton. 

Mr.  Presion  wpoke  highly  of  the  ditpo* 
sHion  of  the  Helletton  electors  to  guard 
themehret  from  any  imputation  of  acting 
from  an  improper  motive  in  future.  He 
iaw  no  reason  for  beginning  the  work  of 
disfranchisement  with  this  borough,  for  he 
did  not  believe  there  was  a  borough  in 
Cornwall  which  had  any  better  pretensions 
to  the  favour  of  the  House.  If  it  was  pro- 
posed to  commence  an  entire  reform 
amongst  the  Cornish  boroughs,  he  should 
be  ready  to  lend  his  most  cordial  concur* 
renceand  assistance. 

Mr.  Swan  believed  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  entirely  misinformed  with  re- 
spect to  the  actuaJ  state  of  the  elective 
franchise  in  Ilelleston.  As  to  the  general 
character  of  Cornisliborouehs,  he  begged 
leave  to  say,  that  he  himself  represented  a 
borough  where  there  were  not  merely  12, 
bat  350  electors.  The  bill  itself  was 
founded  on  the  report  of  a  committee  of 
that  House,  by  wnich  report  it  appeared 
that  the  power  of  returning  a  member  for 
Helleston  was  in  the  hands  of  an  attorney, 
the  town-clerk,  and  two  aldermen.  He 
was  hfmself  in  no  way  interested  in  the 
fate  of  the  bill,  and  had  brought  it  forward 
for  no  other'  reason,  than  that  he  had 
been  nominee  of  that  committee  which 
made  a  special  report  upon  the  subject. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 
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Friday,  March  15. 

Lord  Mayor's  Court.]  Earl  Stan' 
hope  said,  that  he  had  several  petitions  to 
present  upon  a  subject  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance ;  and  he  therefore  requested  their 
lordships  particular  attention.  It  related 
to  the  proceedings  of  certain  attomies  and 
others  in  the  Lord  Mayor's  court,  who 
had  refused  to  grant  or  to  serve  subpoenas 
for  the  petitioner,  when  he  had  a  suit  de- 
pending in  that  court.  What  was  a  sub- 
poena? It  wss  an  order  for  witnesses  to 
attend,  to  give  evidence  in  the  court ;  and 
if  subpoenas  were  refused,  a  man  might 
thereby  lose  his  estate.  It  was  literally 
shutting  up  the  courts  of  justice ;  and 
nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  and  fla- 
gitious. The  petitioner  was  a  harmless 
man,  of  that  harmless  sect  called  Quakers; 
and  their  lordships  would  hear  the  details 
of  his  case  when  the  petitions  came  to  be 
read.    Having  a  fuit  in  thalconrti  and 


having  an  attorney  of  his  own,  the  peti* 
tinner,  Mr.  Waters,  was  advised  by  aoo- 
ther  attorney  of  thatoourt^for  there  wena 
but  four  of  them,  which  was  a  monstrooa 
grievance— he  was  advised  by  that  other 
attorney,  that  his  own  attorney  had  put  in 
a  wrong  plea.  He  therefore  remonstrated 
with  his  own  attorney,  and  demanded  Ua 
bill  of  costs,  which  was  contrary  to  an  act 
of  parliament  of  the  2nd  of  Georse  2ndi, 
cap.  2S,  sec.  2S.  The  attorney  refused  to 
deliver  in  his  bill  signed ;  saying,  that  if 
he  were  not  paid,  he  would  not  serve  hia 
subpoenas.  Then  he,  (the  Quaker)  went 
to  another  attorney,  and  that  attorney  like* 
wise  said,  that  if  he  did  not  pay  the  other 
attorney's  bill  without  sisnature,  he  wodU 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  cause,  and 
woidd  not  serve  the  subpoenas.  This  waa 
the  subject  of  the  second  petition.  Thaa 
he  went  to  the  officer  of  tne  court,  whoaa 
name  appears  to  the  subpoenas,  who  in- 
formed  nim,  that  though  his  name  waa 
affixed  to  the  subpoenas,  it  was  nothis  busi- 
ness to  grant  them.  He  then  went  to  itm 
deputy,  who  refused  to  grant  him  the  sub« 
poenas :  and  this  was  the  subject  of  tbm 
third  petition.  Lastly,  he  applied  to  m 
counsel,  who  told  him  that  unless  he  em* 
ployed  an  attorney,  he  would  not  be  Ua 
counsel  Was  it  fitting  that  a  British 
subject  should  be  placed  in  such  a  situa* 
tion  ?  Supposing  bun  to  be  one  of  thoae^ 
which,  however,  this  petitioner  was  not, 
who  could  not  plead  their  own  cause  in 
open  court,  what  could  he  have  dona? 
The  noble  earl  said,  he  had  awde  it  a  rule^ 
when  petitions  were  offiured  to  him  to  bo 
presented,  not  to  present  any  to  their  lord- 
ships' House,  where  the  party  might  havo 
his  remedy  by  action  at  law ;  and  it  waa 
upon  that  ground  that  he  had  refused 
Butt's  petition,  which  had  been  ofiered  to 
him  for  presentation  to  their  lordshipa. 
A  noble  marquis,  however,  had  aflerwaraa 
presented  it;  and  in  his  opinion  that  peti* 
tion  was  properly  disposed  of.  This,  now- 
ever,  was  a  case  of  quite  a  diflbrent  des- 
cription ;  and  resembled  in  principle  the 
case  of  the  ^der  af  Glocester  casUe,  who 
had  prohibited  letters  from  being  brouriit 
in,  or  carried  out  of  the  gaol,  even  in  tne 
case  of  debtors ;  and  had  forbidden  their 
having  any  communication  with  their  leeal 
advisers.  Their  lordships  would  consider 
what  must  be  the  situation  of  a  man  con- 
fined within  the  four  walls  of  a  house, 
without  being  permitted  to  comnranicato 
with  his  friends  or  legpal  advisers.  Peti- 
ticms  against  this  gader  had  been  presented 
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aud  receiver!.  He  did  not  at  prCBcnt  see 
in  his  place  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
home  departnienl :  but  fic  noulil  alwap 
do  that  noble  person  justice,  wlictber 
present  or  absent;  for  Ik  liad  proceeded 
ta  the  most  constitutioual  manner  wilh 
regard  to  the  case  in  <juestJon,  and  taken 
care  tliat  the  proper  remedy  should  be 
applied,  which  had  induced  liim  not  to 
trouble  their  lordships  any  further  upon 
that  subject.  This  was  a  case  of  the  same 
description,  and  he  thought  the  petitioner 
had  properly  divided  bis  case  into  these 
distinct  petitions.  His  lordsliip  then 
moved  that  the  first  petition  be  read. 

The  Lord  CJianceihr  reijuetted,  be  lie 
had  done  when  Butt's  petition  was  pre- 
•entcd,  that  the  debate  upon  the  question 
of  receiving  the  petition  should  be  post- 
poned till  their  lordships  had  an  opporCu 
nJty  of  looking  into  it,  and  asccrlain- 
ing  whether  it  was  proper  to  be  received 
or  not.  Their  lordships  had,  at  his  sug- 
gestion, adopted  that  course  in  the  former 
case;  and  upon  inspection  it  was  found, 
that  the  petition  could  not  be  received; 
sod  the  House,  he  believed,  had  uaiver- 
•ally  concurred  in  his  opinion  to  that 
effect.  With  respect  to  the  persons  con- 
cerning whom  these  petitions  were  oSered, 
be  was  not  acquainted  even  wilh  the  name 
of  any  one  of  ihcm,  except  tiiat  of  Mr. 
Shelton  ;  and  with  regard  to  him,  he  could 
Ukc  upon  himself  to  say  that  he  was  as 
respectable  a  man  as  ever  lived.  If  snb- 
pcenas  had  been  refused,  the  court  itself 
might  have  taken  cngniznnce  thereof  in 
the  first  instance:  and,  on  affidavit  of  the 
fact,  «ould  postpone  the  trial,  apply  the 
proper  remedy,  and  even  punish  the 
officer!;  he  wreed,  however,  that  if  a 
public  mbShief  was  done,  or  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  public  mischief  Irora 
oeing  done,  a  petition  might  be  received 
by  their  lonlshipg;  but  if  it  was  merely  a 
matter  in  which  a  subject  might  have  his 
remedy  by  action  ut  law,  then  their  lord* 
aliips  wonld  be  doing  a  great  deal  of  mis> 
chief  in  receiving  petitions  in  the  first 
instance,  when  the  party  might  have  his 
remedy  in  n  court  of  law,  and  the  subject 
come  afterwards  before  their  lordships 
upon  appeal.  For  tliese  reasons,  he  should 
propose  that  the  debate  on  the  question 
whether  the  petitions  be  received,  should 
be  postponed  tilt  Monday. 

I-^arl  Slatiho/ie  said,  there  could  be  no 
objection,  at  any  rate,  to  the  petitions  being 
now  read ;  to  which  the  lord  chancellor 
replied,  tliat  there  certainly  could  not. 
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On  the  clerk  beginning  to  read  the 
title,  "  To  the  upper  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, denominated  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assembled," 

The  Lord  Chancellor  asked  tiie  noble 
earl,  whether  he  thought  that  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  House  which  entitled  the  peti- 
tion to  bo  received? 

Earl  Stanhope  defended  the  phrase, 
contending  that  the  term  I'pper  House  of 
Parliament,  was  the  same  used  in  the  com- 
missions issued  for  notifying  the  royal 
assent  to  bills. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  thought 
the  petition  was  clearly  informal,  and 
recommended  his  noble  friend  to  with- 
draw it. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  the  House 
would  observe  that  the  petition  only  styled 
them  the  House  of  Lords  by  courtesy. 

Lord  Holland  thought  this  not  exactly 
correct,  the  word  "  denominated  "  beiag 
used. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  moved  that  the 

Ectition,  the  reading  of  which  had  been 
egun,  should  be  rejected. 
Earl  Stanhope  could  not  see  with  what 
consistency  tne  noble  and  learned  lord 
could  be  so  averse  to  the  receiving  of  this 
petition,  for  the  word  "  denominated" 
might  be  left  out,  and  then  the  address 
would  be,  "  to  the  upper  House  of  Parlia- 
ment," which  was  the  mode  of  denomi- 
nating that  House  in  the  royal  connmis' 
sions,  to  which  he  affixed  the  great  seaL 
He  had  a  commission  there,  and  was 
ready  to  quote  chapter  and  verse  against 
him.  Nay,  even  in  their  own  standing 
orders  they  called  themselves  the  upper 
House  of  Parliament.  Still,  however,  if 
their  lordships  were  of  opinion  that  the 
petition  ougfit  to  be  withdrawn,  he  must 
submit. 

The  [letition  was  accordingly  withdrawn, 
and  the  others  were  not  presented. 


Piti; 


Moi 


TO     THE       ArUY— 

FitENCJi  CoNTKiBUTioKB,  &c.j  The 
Earl  of  Roislya  wished  to  ask  a  question 
of  the  noble  lords  opposite,  the  answer  to 
which  might  tend  to  shorten  ihc  debate. 
It  had  been  understood,  that  out  of  the 
contributions  to  he  paid  by  France,  the 
Prince  Regent  had  been  pleased  M  appro- 
priate 2.j.000,000  fiancs  (something  more 
than  1,000,00U'.  sterling)  us  priie. money 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Waterloo.  He  wished  to  ask, 
whether  this  sum  was  to  be  paid  to  them 
by  inaalmetkte,  in  proportion  as  tlie  coo* 
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tributioDt  firon  France  were  from  dme  to 
lime  received»  or  whether,  it*  was  to  be 
paid  altogether  in  one  payment,  out  of 
whatever  portion  of  those  contributions 
miffht  first  be  received  i 

fieri  Baikursi  said,  it  was  not  intended 
to  pay  this  money  to  the  officers  and  men 
by  instalmentoy  an  arrangement  whidx 
would  have  rendered  it  of  little  value  to 
them,  but  it  had  been  determined  to  pay 
it  at  one  payment  on  the  18th  of  June> 

1817. 

The  Earl  of  Roidyn  expressed  himself 
satisfied  with  the  explanation ;  to  pay  the 
prize  money  by  instalments^  would  have 
been  undoubtedly  a  very  unsatisfactory 
arrangement,  whidi  he  did  not  believe 
conld  possibly  be  resorted  to;  but  he 
wished  to  ascertain  the  point  with  cer- 
tainty. He  now  understood  that  thb  prise 
money  was  to  be  ps!d  altogether  in  the 
course  of  next  year.  He  was  desirous  a^ 
putting  another  question,  namely,  whether 
the  interest  and  sinking  fimd  of  the  Rus- 
sian loan  in  Holland,  amounUnff  to 
25,000,000  of  Dotdi  florins,  which  we 
had  undertaken  to  pay,  was  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  contributions  nrom  Fk«nce,  or  was 
to  form  a  separate  and  special  diarae  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  the  uterest 
and  sinking  fond  of  diat  loan  were  not  to 
be  charged  upon,  the  contribotions  from 
France. 


Petitions  against  trb  Propertt 
Tax.]  Lord  Holiandf  on  presenthig  a 
petition  against  the  Property  Tax  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ward  of  Comhill,  said, 
he  was  instructed  to  assure  their  lordships 
that  many  of  those  who  had  signed  this 
petition,  had  always  supported  tMgovem- 
Inent  (meaning  tlie  ministers)  throughout 
the  late  wars,  and  had  not  oblected^to  the 
tax  while  the  war  continued.  He  could 
not  represent  their  having  constantly  sup- 
ported the  ministers  as  any  great  commen- 
dation ;  but  it  did  at  least  mow  that  even 
those  who  had  approved  of  the  tax  in  time 
of  war  were  adverse  to  it  when  peace  was 
restored. 

The  Duke  of  Suttex  stated,  that  he  had 
three  petitions  to  present,  all  oi  which  he 
wishea  to  be  read  befMfe  he  submitted  to 
their  lordships  the  ftw  observations  to 
which  he  would  sotidt  their  attention. 
The  first  petition  was  from  ihe  merchants, 
bankers,  and  traders  of  the  metropolis, 
and  was  signed  by  17,000  persons.  This 
petition  went  merely  to  the  property  tax, 
^RrtuGb  it  deprecated  as  a  moat  abjection- 


able  impost  in  time  of  peace,  llie  other 
petitions  were  not  only  against  the  income 
tax,  but  against  the  great  military  cst^ 
blishments,  to  which  the  petitioners  ob» 
jected  as  unconstitutional  in  themselveav 
and  also  as  adding  unnecessarily  to  th» 
weight  of  taxation  under  wliich  the  comi* 
try  at  this  time  so  severely  sufiered*  Otm 
of  these  petitions  was  from  the  ward  of 
FiirringdoD-without,  in  the  city  of  Loodoi^ 
and  the  other  from  the  ward  of  Lang^i 
boom,  in  the  same  city.  The  petitiomi 
havinff  been  presented  and  read.  Ma 
royal  highness  observed,  that  as  thefril 
petition  related  to  the  property  tax  merely^ 
while  the  other  two  went  not  only  to  me 
proper^  tax,  but  abo  to  the  great  mBitaiw 
establishments  intended  to  1:^  mainlaiBefl 
in  time  of  peace,  he  would,  with  thek 
lordships*  p«rmission,  make  a  few  obeaa 
vaUons  on  these  subjects,  following  thft 
order  of  the  petitions.  With  respect  19 
the  first  petition,  then,  which  went  m&nif 
to  the  property  tax,  he  could  not  beljp 
saying,  that  considering  the  ionportaaee 
ot  the  subject  to  which  it  related,  end  tker 
number  and  respectability  of  the  persona 
by  whom  it  was  si^ed,  lie  felt  not  a  litdft 
proud  of  the  distinction  of  having  been 
chosen  to  present  it  to  their  lordshqpa* 
The  petitioners  were  the  merchants  and 
bankers  of  London,  who,  in  17d2,  eanse 
forward  to  sustain  the  cause  of  the  coo»* 
try;  and  again  at  the  time  of  the 
mutiny ;  who  also  in  1798  came  forward  m 
support  of  the  ffovemment,  in  conse> 
quence  of  which  Uie  income  tax  was  first 
imposed.  Now,  however,  when  the  cb-" 
jects  of  the  war  had  been  obtained,  and! 
the  period  of  peace  bad  arrived^  Oejr 
deprecated  tfie  oontinuation  of  an  impoaCt 
which  was  only  justified  by  the  cxigenciee 
of  a  time  of  war.  This  would  serve  ta 
ahow  that  the  spirit  in  windi  the  contimi* 
ation  of  the  tax  was  opposed,  was  very 
different  indeed  firom   wnat  it  had  *^    ' 


sometimes  said  out  of  doors  to  be.  Ha 
had  heard  with  astonishment  and  horroft 
rumours spreaddbroad that  thiswaaacoa* 
apirao^  or  the  rich  against  the  poor,  and 
tne  omeot  rf  die  ricS  was  to  procure,  aa 
Sue  afe  they  codld,  an  exemption  for  them* 
selves  at  the  expense  of  the  poor.  These 
rumours  and  assertions  bore  a  striking  re- 
semblance to  the  arts  by  which  the  mune 
of  revolution  had  been  kindled  in  Franeti 
There  were  two  words  in  the  English  bn- 
guage  not  unlike  in  sonnd,  but  widely  dis- 
Unct  in  meaning.    The  #ords  lo  which  he 
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It  was  froni  diBsatisfaction  at  the  projected 
renewal  of  the  income  tax,  that  tlieae  pe- 
titionE  came  uptopartiameDlfromallparts 
of  tlie  country.  But  in  this  there  was  i 
digafiection.  The  petitioners  representei 
in  the  strongest  tcniis,  their  objections  < 
this  tax,  which  they  considered  as  an  ii 
flufferabte  grievance  in  time  of  peace,  and 
coiled  upon  parliament  and  the  govern' 
ment  to  Iceep  faith  with  them,  as  the) 
had  always  been  made  to  believe  that  this 
tax  was  to  cease  with  the  war.  If  these 
representations  should  be  dbregarded, 
and  no  attention  paid  to  the  drssatiafaction 
of  the  petitioners,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
dissatiafaction  might  perhaps  become  dls- 
afiection.  In  looking  at  the  difficulties 
and  distresses  of  the  country,  the  vast 
amount  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  pro- 
digious expenditure  which  muBt  attend  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  coupled  with  the 
support  of  a  large  military  establishment, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  this  was 
matter  for  the  most  serious  reflection,  and 
that  every  practicable  means  ought  to  be 
resorted  to,  to  alleviate  the  burthens  of 
the  people,  particularly  by  keeping  tlie 
military  establishment  upon  that  low  scale 
which  the  two  last  petitions  called  for. 
With  respect  to  the  national  debt,  be 
found  that  in  1 700  its  amount  was  10  mil- 
lions. In  ITH  the  amount  of  the  national 
debt  was  30  millions,  and  at  that  period  a 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace  was  first 
introduced.  When  the  measure  was  then 
under  discussion  in  another  place,  an  hon. 
member  had  observed,  that  if  the  thing 
were  once  begun,  it  would  become  perma- 
nent. It  might  be  said  of  this  lax  too, 
that  if  the  imposition  were  once  begun  in 
time  of  peace,  it  would  soon  be  converted 
into  a  permanent  source  of  revenue.  In 
1750  the  debt  had  increased  to  sixty  niil- 
lions,  and  the  military  force  was  18,000, 
In  1762,  the  national  debt  had  increased 
to  80  millions;  and  in  1784,  after  the 
American  war,  it  had  swelled  to  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  240  millions.  In  1800  it 
had  increased  to  440  millions.  In  181.;  it 
was  700  millions ;  and  now  it  hod  risen  to 
the  prodigious  amount  of  830  millions. 
When  in  the  space  of  s  century,  then, 
the  debt  had  increased  so  alarmmgly,  it 
was  surely  high  time  to  consider  the  con- 
sequences of  such  unmeasured  profusion 
of  the  public  expenditure.  It  had  been 
said  by  a  noble  lord  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  the  question  of  the  property  tax  was 
distinct  from  the  question  na  to  the  mili- 
tary establistuaeDt.    It  had  been  vrell  an- 
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swered,  however,  by  a  noble  friend  of  bis, 
that  the  questions  were  closely  connected. 
If  a  large  military  establishment  was  abso- 
lutely necessary,  the  expense  of  tt  must 
be  provided  for  in  someway  or  other  ;  but 
if  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary,  certainly 
this  was  not  the  time  at  which  the  country 
ought  to  be  called  upon  to  support  it.  It 
was  in  vain  for  us  to  attempt  to  rival  the 
continental  powers  in  the  extent  of  our 
military  establishment.  Wc  had  at  some 
periods  of  the  late  war  certainly  been  ena- 
bled to  collect  very  considerable  armies, 
but  that  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to 
our  having  so  many  troops  in  the  nume- 
rous colonies  which  came  into  our  posses- 
sion. He  mentioned  this  merely  to  siiow 
that  OUT  military  force  was  in  a  great  mea- 
sure artificial.  The  Spaniards,  if  they  had 
not  given  us  all  the  support  in  the  Penin. 
sula  which  they  might  have  given,  were  at 
any  rate  not  against  us,  and  by  this  means, 
tou,  we  were  enabled  to  bring  a  greater 
force  into  the  field.  He  stated  this  because 
lie  felt,  that  wbatevereftarts  we  mode  tokeep 
up  a  large  military  force,  it  would,  aiWr  all, 
wlicn  compared  with  the  establishments  of 
the  great  military  powers  on  the  continent, 
be  but  as  a  drop  in  the  ocean.  Then, 
what  was  the  use  of  the  army  which  wc 
kept  in  France  i  If  it  was  to  protect  the 
government  of  France,  the  notions  which 
the  army  might  imbibe  in  France  was, 
perhaps,  a  ground  of  reasonable  apprehen- 
sion. The  French  revolution  had  been 
thought  by  many  to  have  originated  from 
tile  notions  which  the  French  troops  had 
imbibed  in  America,  when  sent  there  to 
act  against  this  country.  And  here  he 
requested  their  lordships'  attention  to  a 
statement  made  by  a  noble  lord  on  a  late 
occasion,  who  referred  to  the  Barrier 
treaty,  as  an  instance  u'here  foreign  pow- 
ers interfered  in  our  own  domestic  con- 
cerns. But  how  did  they  interfere  ?  For 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  Crown  of 
these  realms  in  the  protestant  line,  in  con- 
formity with  the  general  wish  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  in  opposition  to  the  intrigues  of 
the  king  of  France,  who  was  attempting  to 
impose  the  Stuarts  upon  this  country, 
upon  the  principle  of  legitimacy  i  not  that 
legitimacy  which  a  noble  friend  of  his  had 
alluded  to  the  oUier  night — a  legitimacy 
consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  public 
and  the  plan  of  a  free  constitution — but 
of  legitimacy  of  birth  merely.  His  objec- 
tion to  keeping  up  so  large  a  British  force 
France  was  much  strenL'thened,  when 
considered  the  grtat  dillereucc  of  ex- 


ecoDomy  which  oor  pntent  tituation  wait 
resources  demanded.  With  thii  view  ii 
would  be  necessary  for  hinr  to  compaiw 
the  present  with  fomer  estimateSy  ana  hi- 
deed  this  was  the  onfy  practicable  way  ui 
which  they  could  be  considered,  drawing 
in  aid  of  that  consideration  the  experience 
and  wisdom  of  former  times.  Tliat  thb 
had  been  the  practice  upon  former  occA» 
sionS  was  proved  by  the  conduct  of  a 
right  hon.  gentleman,  whose  authority  the 
noble  lords  opposite  would  scarcely  dia- 
pute»  he  meant  Mr.  Pitt,  who  in  1786»  had 
a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  what  would  be  tne  proper 
estimates  for  the  then  peace  establishment^ 
taking  as  a  ground  for  their  decisiooi  the 
estimates  at  the  peace  of  1763 ;  thoa 
showing,  that  the  comparison  with  former 
estimates,  and  the  experience  of  former 
times,  formed  the  only  practical  groiteda 
on  which  ouestions  of  tins  nature  could  be 
determined.  He  meant,  therefore,  te 
institute  this  comparison,  for  the  purpoae 
of  showing  to  their  lordships  that  the 
present  estimates  were  utterly  inconsistent 
with  tliat  economy  to  which  the  House 
stood  pledged ;  with  that  economy  which 
the  people  loudly  demanded,  and  which 
they  were  entitled  to  expect,  as  the 
means  of  relieving  them,  of  a  part  at  leasl, 
of  those  burthens  which  now  pressed  ae 
heavily  upon.tliem,  and  the  pressure  of 
which,  undoubtedly,  ought  not  to  be  con- 
tinued one  moment  longer  than  the  actual 
necessity  of  the  crisis  required.  HeshouU 
avoid  exposing  himself  to  an  observatiott 
made  before,  that  all  references  to  money 
were  unfair,  in  consequence  of  the  greet 
changes  that  had  taken  place  in  its.  valacw 
It  was  satisfactory  to  him  to  find,  that  the 
noble  lords  opposite  were  at  length  aware 
of  those  changes,  afler  all  thev  had  urged, 
upon  other  occasions,  to  the  contrary. 
Avoiding,  however,  the  reference  to 
money,  they  must  have  recourse  to  soom 
other  stancUrd  of  compariMn;  and  he 
should  adopt  that  of  numbers,  which 
could  not  vary. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  go  through  the 
numbers  of  the  present  establishment, 
and  their  application  in  the  several  cole* 
nies  and  dependencies  of  the  empire,  lie 
begged  not  to  be  understood  as  including 
the  30,000  troops  which  were  kept  up  op 
the  contuient.  Upon  this  subject  their 
lordships  had  already  expressed  their 
opmion..  By  the  treaties  which  had  b^ea 
laid  on  the  table  and  which  had  been 
sanctioned  by  their  lordi»hips'  approbatiooj 
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pense  between  nafaitaining  there  a  force 
purelv  BritUi,  and  keeping  a  force  cem- 
posed  of  foreign  troops.  The  foreign 
troops  might  have  been  procured  for  that 
service  at  11/.  2r.  per  man,  and  this  would 
unquestionably  have  been  much  more 
economical  than  raising  an  armed  force 
here,  and  sending  it  to  France^ 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Military  Establishmemts  of  the 
Country."!  The  order  of  the  day 
having  been  read, 

The  Marquii  of  Latudowne  said,  he 
was  glad  the  petitions  presented  by  the 
illustrious  duke  had  been  laid  before  the 
House,  previous  to  his  addressing  their 
lordships,  inasmuch  as  the  petitions  of  the 
people,  connecting,  as  they  did,  the  public 
expenditure  and  Uie  burtnens  required  to 
meet  it,  showed  how  greatly  they  needed 
the  reduction  of  the  one,  in  order  that  the 
other  might  be  lessened.  In  going  through 
the  di&rent  items  of  the  military  esti- 
mates which  had  been  laid  before  the 
House,  it  would  be  his  object  to  point  out 
to  their  lordships  the  excessive  expendi* 
ture  which  they  must  necessarily  incur, 
and  to  show  in  what  instances  they  might 
be  reduced.  It  was  the  more  important 
for  their  lordships  deeply  and  maturely 
to  consider  this  subject,  with  a  view  to 
relieve  the  burthens  of  the  people,  in 
order  that  they  might  redeem  the  pledge 
they  had  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  throne 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  to 
resort  to  etery  practicable  expedient  of 
economy;  a  pledge  which,  he  regretted 
to  say,  no  instance  had  yet  been  brought 
forward,  nor  any  statement  made  to  show, 
that  they  had  advaanced  one  step  in  re- 
deeming. In  going  through  this  detail, 
he  protested  against  tbe  supposition,  that 
in  proving  the  estimates  now  before  the 
House  to  be  improper  and  excessive,  he 
was  bound  to  prdduce  others  more  con- 
sistent with  economy.  To  this  task  he 
felt  himself  utterly  junahle,  nor,  he  was 
satisfied,  was  there  any  noble  lord  in  the 
House  who  could  undertake  that  task 
without  the  aid  of  oflkial  information* 
But  though  no  noble  lord  could  undertake 
to  show  what  estimates  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided, instead  of  those  now  before  the 
House,  it  was  perfectly  competent  to  their 
lordships  to  declare  the  present  estimates 
extravagant  and  excessive,  and  to  cidl 
upon  the  government  to  review  them,  and 
prepare  others  more  consistent  with  that 
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dM'OOQBtiy  wM  bound  ttiMMpr  vp  ihoio 
tffoOM  ftr  tbe  apeeUed  tine;  but  he 
flhoiud  jml  refer  lo  this  esUUfabaieiit,  and 
•eohr  for  the  purpoee  of  reminding  Iheir 
lotoihipf  that  it  was  kept  up  to  'oppjo^ 
tlie  balance  of  power  in  Europe*  Thu 
-was  the  argument  on  which  tbe  necenity 
of  the  force  was  groonded.  It  was  said 
tfiat  this  large  establishment  would  be 
aufficient  to  preserve  the  balance  ofpdwer, 
and  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  no  argu- 
Bdent,  drawn  from  the  necessity  of  sup-^ 
porting  this  balance,  would  now  be  urged 
to  sanction  any  other  portion  of  the  esti» 
males,  or  to  enlarge  tne  establishment  at 
koBDe.  Ihecountry  had  now  aforce  on  the 
continent  greater  tnan  that  which  had  been 
demanded  by  that  great  master  in  politics, 
Idng  William  Srd.  This  prince^  who  had 
been  so  often  accused  of  too  much  infer* 
ftrenee  in  foreign  politics,  and  whose  great 
object  had  been  to  preserve  the  baumoe 
«f  power  in  Europe,  had,  after  the  peace 
#f  ttyswick  in  16d7f  when  the  power  of 
liOuis  )4th  was  still  so  great,  only  de- 
manded of  his  parliament,  to  support  the 
Mance  of  power  hi  Europe,  a  force  of 
94,000  men.  But  the  parliament  had 
fefiised  this,  and  were  only  di^KMwd  to 
grant  him  7000.  We  had,  then,  at  the 
present  moment  a  force  greater  bv  0000 
Men,  than  that  which  hid  been  thought 
ioflkient  bv  William  Srd  to  support  tbe 
European  balance.  Hie  noble  marquiiB 
said,  that  all  he  claimed  for  this  reference 
was,  that  the  support  of  the  balance  of 

Emer  should  not  be  urged  as  a  ground 
r  increasing  our  force  at  home. 
In  considering  the  subject  of  the  esti- 
mates, he  wbh^  to  call  tbe  attention  of 
their  lordships  to  them  under  three  heads. 
The  first  wm  the  force  which  should  be 
deemed  necessary  for  the  defence  of  our 
colonies  and  possessions  abroad.  The 
8econd|.  the  force  which  was  to  be  kept  up 
ae home;  and  |he  third,  whidi  rose  out  of 
the  other  two>  was,  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
troops  which  should  be  selected  for  each 
particular  service,  which  had  in  view  the 
ecooomjr  with  which  such  service  might 
be  efficiently  performed.  In  looking  to 
our  dependencies  abroad  he  should  first 
call  the  attention  of  their  lordships  to  our 
establishments  in  the  East  Indies,  and  he 
was  the  more  anxious  to  do  this,  as  it  was 
a  part  of  the  public  service  ^which  had 
been  passed  over  in  a  singular  manner  by 
those  who  had  examined  the  question. 
This  omission  bad  ariseiit  in  his  opmion, 
from  an  Maai  that  bcctom  govenUn^t 


wm  bmmd  by  the  charter  to  the  East 
India  Conpany,  to  keep  up  20,000  trooper 
it  WM  therefore  not  a  subjiecC  of  inquiry* 
But  in  hb  view  of  the  question,  this  charter 
should  by  no  means  preclude  an  inqniry 
m  to  the  necessity  for  beeping  up  so  large 
an  establishment  there,  because,  in  refer* 
ring  to  the  charter,  he  could  show  to  theii^ 
lordships  that  the  board  of  control  had 
only  a  power  of  maintaining  20,000  troops. 
This  was  the  maxtmam,  and  it  must  have 
had  a  reference  to  a  time  of  war,  for  it  could 
not  be  supposed  that  in  the  duration  of 
the  charter  twenty  years,  such  a  state 
would  have  been  left  out  of  consideration.^ 
This,  then,  was  the  utmost  which  the 
board  of  control  had  power  to  support^ 
even  with  reference  to  a  state  of  war.^ 
But  would  it  be  said  that  this  force  was 
necessary  in  time  of  peace  ?  Would  it  be 
argued  that  this  wiA  the  lowest  force 
which  should  be  kept  up  ?  Why,  then, 
was  the  subject  not  a  proper  object  of 
inquiry?  Was  it  not  proper  to  inouire 
why  20,000  troops,  which  had  been 
granted  with  reference  to  a  period  of  hos>- 
nlities,  should  be  continued,  when  those 
hostilities  had  ceased  ?  But  ft  was  not 
20,000  troops  alone  which  were  kept  in 
the  East  Indies;  there  were,  besides,  a 
force  of  S600  sepovs,  and  4200  artillerjr, 
so  that  on  the  wnoie  there  might  be  said 
to  be  a  force  of  nearly  28,000  men  on  foot 
in  our  Eastern  possessions.  He  should 
not  refer  for  the  necessity  of  this  force  to 
the  map  of  the  East  Indies,  for  the  extent 
of  our  empire  there  was  so  great,  that  if 
all  the  troops  which  we  could  raise  were 
sent  out  there,  they  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  garrison  the  several  places ;  but 
he  should  refer  them  to  a  better  criterion 
of  the  necessity  of  this  force,  and  that  was, 
the  experience  of  former  times.  He 
called  on  their  lordships  to  refer  to  any 
period  of  revolution  in  the  East  Indies,  to 
any  period  of  great  and  glorious  exertion 
on  the  part  of  this  country>  and  they 
would  be  surprised  to  find,  that  those  revo« 
lutioos  had  been  suppressed,  and  those  ex« 
ertions  successfully  finished,  with  a  force 
much  less  than  that  which  was  now  in- 
tended to  be  kept  up.  He  should  first 
refer  them  to  the  campaigns  of  the  marquis 
Cornwallis  in  the  years  1791,  1792,  and 
179S,  which  had  terminated  so  gloriously 
for  this  country.  In  all  his  wars,  offen- 
sive and  defensive— in  those  great  exer- 
tions^ which  ended  by  the  taking  of  Se- 
ringapatam,  that  gallant  officer  had  only  a 
force  of  15|000  men;  and  even  at  ml 
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period  dM  ooiit  of  MaUmt  and  the  lUb- 
rattaa  wese  iolMMtiity  to  M»aDdof  cotme 

greet  feen  ^BMbt  heve  been  enterteined 
am  Aml  Inere  wet  enolh^  period  of 
jtxMJm  to  which  he  wished  to  refer  their 
IcwrdiMpe  the  jeer  1799.  In  that  wir, 
whiehended,  efter  a  great  struggle  by  the 
comroett  of  the  Mysore,  a  power  which 
had  been  auch  an  eneiov  to  British  inte- 
fwta,  no  greater  foreeUum  14,000  men 
had  been  thoi^bt  necessary.  At  that 
tine  it  was  also  to  be  recollected  we  had 
not  thepossession  of  C^loo,  finr  the  de- 
fence of^  which  a  separate  force  of  3,000 
men  was  now  demanded.  The  Mahratta 
war  had  also  been  carried  on  and  con- 
cluded with  only  a  force  of  IS  or  14>,000 
men.  He  had  called  the  attention  c^ 
ihmr  lordships  to  these  several  periods,  to 
show  that  the  force  now  intended  to  he 
continued  in  our  Eastern  possessions  was 
by  no  means  necessary.  He  should  con- 
eider  them  to  be  less  so,  when  he  recol- 
lected the  other  possessions  which  were 
now  held,  and  in  which  it  was  intended  to 
Iceep  up  large  garrisons.  We  had  Ceylon, 
the  Cape,  and  the  Mauritius,  from  which 
asshtance  might  be  obtained,  not  only  for 
the  purpose  w  repelling  external  dan^, 
but  for  suppressing  internal  commotion. 
Even  in  those  garrisons  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  he  thought  the  force  intended  to 
be  kept  up,  more  than  was  sufficient.  One 
oi  them,  the  Cape,  the  Dutch  had  pre- 
aerved  with  a  force  of  1600  men ;  and  it 
was  in  the  recollection  of  their  lordships 
with  what  difficulty  we  had  obtained  it. 
But  it  might  be  sajd,  that  we  had  con- 
quered tluu  force,  and  taken  possession  of 
the  Cape.  If  that  were  urged  he  would 
ask  what  it  had  cost  us  to  take  it,  and  under 
•rhat  circumstances  the  Dutch  were  when 
we  took  it  from  them  ?  When  Uiis  was 
recollected,  he  conceived  the  present  force 
would  be  thouffht  more  than  was  necessary 
in  that  part  ofour  possessions. 

Having  thus  ftr  endeavoured  to  show 
to  their  lordships,  that  the  force  proposed 
for  our  Eastern  possessions  was  more  than 
sufficient,  he  should  next  advert  to  our 
possessions  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  first 
with  regard  to  Gibraltar,  the  possession  of 
which  was  so  honourable  for  this  country. 
The  force  at  present  proposed  for  that 
{dace  was  4000  mem  tie  should,  as  he 
stated  in  the  commencement,  compare  this 
force  with  that  which  was  kept  op  at  former 
periods.  In  1764  there  were  only  2,500 
msB  in  Oibraltar,  and  m  1766,  the  garrip 
ao9  waa  inorsMed  to  ^YOO  indnduis  effi- 


Mffl.  It  wne  now  to  be  leooOeeled,  thai 
we  had  Bfalta,  in  which  a  krge  force  wat 
to  be  kept  op.  Why,  then,  was  it  neea^^ 
sary  to  keep  op  a  stronger  garrison  now^ 
than  it  had  teen  when  sttdnSioforcemenia 
could  not  be  so  speedOy  aent  to  assist  ha 
case  of  attack  ?  Many  of  their  lordshipe 
were  better  judges  of  mOitary  alBdra  than 
he  was,  and  of  course  better  able  to  judn 
of  the  force  which  would  be  necessary  rar 
the  defence  of  Oibrrftar,  but  it  was  in  thn 
recoUectioQ  of  all  their  k>rdships,  that  thn 
force  now  intended  was  greater  than  that 
kept  op  at  any  former  penod  of  peace.  Th» 
most  violent  attack  which  could  be  dreaded 
on  Gibraltar  waa  from  the  Sp^idsh  lioea, 
but  those  no  lon^r  existed.  Their  demo^ 
litien  had  been  insisted  on,  and  followed 
the  late  negociations  in  Spain.  Beside^ 
Spain  waa  not  at  present  in  a  situatiott 
from  which  any  attack  coold  be  dreeded. 
Why,  then,  was  it  necessary,  to  keep  so 
lai|;e  a  force  at  present,  when  no  external 
danger  could  be  feared  ?  He  should  nest 
'  advert  to  Malta  and  the  Ionian  islanda^ 
for  the  forces  of  both  were  included  in  tbm 
same  estimate.  Of  the  seven  thousand 
men  which  was  proposed  for  these,  he  did 
not  pretend  to  say  how  much  was  for 
Malta,  and  how  mudi  for  the  lonan 
islands;  but  after  deducting  4000,  which 
inigbt  be  thouffht  sufficient  for  the  fomier 
phm,  he  should  ask  how  were  the  remain- 
ing SOOO  to  be  employed  in  the  hitter  I 
yTe  had  not  conquered  the  Ionian  islanda; 
we  had  not  daimed  Uiem ;  but  they  haA 
been  put  into  our  hands  because  there  haA 
been  no  other  mode  of  providing  for  thees* 
Thev  had  been  put  under  our  protecUoBt 
not  because  we  were  a  great  military,  bat 
because  we  were  a  great  naval  power. 
The  nature  of  th*  duty  which  we  had  con> 
tracted  towards  them  waa  clearly  expressed 
in  the  treaties  which  had  been  laid  befova 
their  lordships.  It  was  in  language  which 
though  perhaps  not  very  plain  to  the  mk* 
nister  for  foreign  affiiirs,  would  bejperfocd^ 
understood  by  a  Russian,  or  a  Pdisb»  or 
an  Ionian  minister,  as  being  rather  • 
translation  from  their  hmgnages,  than 
an  original  English  composition*  The 
nature  ef  our  obligation  to  the  Ionian 
ishmds,  as  expressed  by  the  treaty,  wee 
this— that  •<  his  Brhannic  majesty  wiD 
empby  a  particobur  solicitude  with  re^;aid 
to  the  legidation  and  the  general  admiai^ 
tntioii  of  these  states."*  [Hear,  hearl] 
He  was  certain  that  the  noble  minister 
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foreijrn  afTaire  employed  great  care  and 
solicitude  for  llic  legislation  of  itie  other 
House  but  he  liiil  not  evince  it  ia  the 
same  vray  nn  lie  diit  ((wartls  the  Ionian 
Hlandt.  lie  did  not  bring  eeveral  regi- 
ments of  troops  and  invest  their  place  of 
silting.  His  care  for  their  legislation  was 
■hown  in  quite  aootber  manner.  But  the 
noble  marquis  did  not  conceive  that  ve 
were  bound  by  the>  late  trL'aiy  to  protect 
Che  Ionian  islands  in  the  manner  which 
was  at  present  proposed.  We  were  bound 
to  aftbrd  them  protection,  but  we  were  not 
tiouodtodo  it  at  our  own  expense.  If 
we  lookedto  the  state  of  those  islands,  we 
should  find  thnc  they  contained  men  of 
large  capitals,  amounting  in  some  instances 
to  some  hundred  thousands  of  pounds. 
These  men,  be  conceived,  should  pay  for 
the  force  w^ich  was  uecessaiy  for  their 
own  urotectiou ;  aud  here  he  could  not 
avoiti  remarking  to  tbclr  lordships,  that 
when  the  great  extension  of  our  empire, 
the  vast  number  of  colonies  and  olher^ 
dependencies,  which  we  had  in  our  |ioe- 
wseion,  were  considered,  it  would  not  be 
impolitic  to  make  those  places  support 
tlic  cstablishnicntR  by  which  they  were 
defended.  If  we  could  not  And  governors 
with  large  salaries,  who  were  able  to  per- 
suade the  inhabitants  of  those  several 
colonies,  that  il  would  be  juEt  they  should 
boar  the  buriben  of  those  eatablialimcnts 
which  were  kept  up  to  protect  them,  he 
(hould  only  sny,  that  we  had  made  a  very 
bad  leleciion.  But  to  revert  to  the  Ionian 
islands,  h«  did  not  see  of  what  use  they 
were  to  this  country.  They  were  bur then- 
AOrae  and  cicpentiive,  but  of  uo  use;  and 
liere  he  should  advert  to  the  policy  of  the 
congress  which  had  ci van  to  l-}ngland  the 
protection  of  those  places.  The  congress 
acted  Eowardc  this  country  as  a  men  dying 
without  fortune,  who  lefl  the  providing  for 
ft  aon  to  one  friend,  fur  a  daughter  to  ano- 
ther, ami  tile  payment  of  his  debts  to  a 
third.  They  had  in  fact  made  England 
the  residuary  legatee  under  a  testament 
of  this  kind;  whenever  an  unprofitable 
buftlicn  was  to  be  borne,  it  was  left  to  this 
country. 

The  noble  marquis  next  adverted  to  the 
Vfttt  India  colonies,  in  which  he  observed 
(hat  H.OOO  men  were  intended  to  be  kept 
up,  and  he  contrasted  this  force  with  that 
which  was  kept  up  in  those  islands  in  1766. 
At  that  period  we  had  not  Tobago,  Uer- 
bice,  Demerara,  or  Trinidad,  but  for  the 
whole  of  our  other  possessions,  2,092  men 
bod  beea  tliouglit  sufficient.    Uc  should 
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ask  their  lordships,  was  the  possesiion  of 
those  islands  he  had  mentioned  a  rea- 
son why  we  should  now  keep  up  a  force, 
not  twice,  three  times,  or  four  times,  but 
seven  times  greater  than  that  which  had 
then  been  deemed  sufiicient.'  He  did  not 
conceive  that  the  possession  of  those 
inlands  could  be  considered  as  useful,  with 
a  due  regard  to  economy.  In  his  opinion 
they  were  not  worth  the  expense  which 
we  incurred  in  supporting  them.  We  had 
once  given  them  to  Holland,  and  the  fol< 
lowing  year  we  paid  three  mUlious  to  get 
them  back.  These  three  millions  were  so 
raucb  money  very  badly  applied,  and  it 
would  have  been  better  for  the  country  if 
we  had  paid  a  million  to  Holland,  for 
keeping  them  in  her  own  possession ;  for 
they  only  yielded  sugars,  of  which  we  had 
ahreadv  too  much,  and  they  drained  our 
capital,  of  which  we  had  not  enougli— It 
could  not  be  eaid  that  this  increase  of 
force  was  rendered  necessary  on  account 
of  increasing  tnsui)ordi nation  in  the  slaves; 
for  one  of  the  arguments  in  support  of  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  was,  that  it 
would  render  those  in  the  colonies  more 
moral  and  obedient,  and  that  a  reduction 
of  our  forces  would  thereby  be  speedily 
effected. 

He  should  next  advert  to  the  force* 
proposed  for  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 
In  the  former  it  was  intended  to  keep 
.JOOO  men,  and  in  the  latter  ■KKKI.  If  this 
were  to  be  contrasted  with  the  force  kept 
upinCanadnJn  1702,  thedilferencewould 
he  perceived  to  be  immense.  At  that  pe- 
riod a  farce  of  2ti61  men  was  deemed 
sutHcient.  If  the  increase  was  intended 
to  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion in  that  part,  the  nature  of  that  in- 
crease, and  the  means  by  which  it  was 
carried  on,  should  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration. The  habits  of  the  people,  and 
the  extended  barrier  which  had  been  made 
in  Canada,  should  also  be  considered. 
Those  habits  had  been  formed,  and  this 
exclusion  of  frontier  had  been  carried  on, 
for  Ihe  purpose  of  decreasing,  instead  of 
increasing  the  expense  attendant  on  the 
support  of  that  colony,  and  by  a  most  able 
man,  and  one  well  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  that  country.  As  to  the  extent 
of  the  force  intended  to  be  kept  up  on  the 
lakes,  he  was  not  particularly  informed, 
but  he  conceived  that  we  had  been  beaten 
into  experience  sufficient  to  show  us  the 
necessity  of  keeping  auch  a  force  on  them 
as  would  be  adequate  to  their  proleclioo ; 
acd  if  8ucb  Ibrce  was  kept  up  ou  the  lakes^ 
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the  great  had  force  noir  proposed  woold 
not  be  neonurj. 

The  noble  marooit  next  called  the  at- 
tention of  their  lordtbipt  to  the  force 
which  waa  propoaed  for  the  island  of  St. 
Helena,  and  to  the  other  expenses  atten- 
dant on  tne  custody  of  Napoleon  Baona- 
part6,  and  observed,  that  though  he  did 
not  by  any  means  object  to  the  oolicy 
which  had  been  adopted,  in  the  safe  cos- 
tody  of  that  individual,  yet  he  could  not 
conceive  why  those  powers  who  were  most 
interested  in  that  measure  should  not  bear 
the  expense  of  the  arrangement,  from 
which  Uiey  were  to  derive  most  advantage. 
The  convention  by  which  Buonaparte  was 
to  be  detained  a  prisoner,  was  siffned  by 
the  great  European  powers,  lliey  had 
become  parties  to  his  keeping,  b^  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  attend  him;  why, 
then,  did  they  not  also  become  parties  to 
the  expense  I  Why  should  England  alone 
bear  aU  this  expenditure  I  He  did  not  so 
much  object  to  the  sum,  as  to  the  policy 
by  which  it  was  fastened  upon  us,  audit 
was  for  this  purpose  he  had  called  the 
attention  of  their  lordships  to  it. 

Having  said  thus  much,  he  should  next 
4idvert  to  the  second  general  head  of  the 
estimates — the  means  provided  for  the 
security  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
First,  with  regard  to  Ireland.  On  this  he 
bad  before  given  his  opinion,  and  had 
stated  his  melancholy  conviction,  that  the 
proposed  force  was  not  too  mudi  for  that 
unfortunate  and  disturbed  country.  But 
giving  credit  to  ministers  for  the  ne- 
cessity which  existed  for  this  force,  he 
should  ask,  why  no  notice  had  been  pre- 
viously given  of  it?  Why,  if  that  country 
was  in  such  a  state  as  to  call  ftfr  a  force 
of  25,000  men,  was  no  mention  of  it  made 
in  the  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session  ? 
This  had  not  been  done.  Their  lordships 
had  been  kept  in  the  dark  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  and  were  now  called  upon  to  vote 
BO  large  a  force  at  their  own  peril.  But 
passing  this  over,  he  did  not  conceive  that 
the  25,000  men  would  be  sufficient  for 
Ireland,  and  he  feared  that  10,000  more 
would  not  be  sufficient.  It  would,  as  the 
present  force  would  be,  increasing  the  evil, 
but  the  evil  could  never  be  removed,  un- 
less their  lordships  chose  to  legislate  for 
that  country.  Any  other  mode  would  be 
cnly  raising  burthens  on  this  country,  and 
adding  to  the  miseries  of  Ireland.  He 
woula  jrive  as  authority  for  this,  the  opi- 
nion of  a  great  statesman,  now  no  more 
{HdliR.  Pitt);  thai  minister  who  «xerted 


lumsdf  ao  nsudi  to  eSsct  the  union  oftte 
two  comtriea,  had  assigned  aa  his  prin- 
cipal reason  that  he  wuhed  thereby  to 
li^shue  for  Ireland.  The  evfls  raidh 
distracted  that  country,  the  discontent 
arising  from  religious  differences,  the  pres- 
sure of  ty thes  and  other  grievances,  conld, 
in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Ktt,  be  remedied 
by  no  otner  means  but  by  legislation,  and 
to  secure  this  he  carried  the  union.  Bat 
notwithstanding  the  f^tesx  necessity  for 
this,  he  should  aak  their  lordships  to  reftr 
to  their  Journals,  and  iiee  what  had  been 
done  in  the  way  of  legislation  for  Ireland 
since  the  period  of  the  union  ?  What  had 
been  done  negatively  for  that  country? 
The  morality  of  the  people  had  been 
sacrificed  to  a  particular  mode  of  increas- 
ing the  revenue.  The  duty  on  malt  had 
been  raised  to  four  times  what  it  waa  at 
the  period  of  the  union,  ^nd  the  duty  on 
spirits  had  been  raised  to  such  a  hdgfat 
as  to  cause  the  noost  dangerous  increase 
of  illicit  distillation,  and  to  set  the  inha- 
bitants of  Ireland  in  great  part  in  open 
hosUlity  to  the  law.  The  conduct  which 
had  been  pursued  towards  Ireland  in  diia 
respect,  resembled  that  of  the  savages  of 
Louisiana,  who,  when  they  wanted  to  come 
at  the  fruit,  cut  down  and  destroyed  the 
tree  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  it.  The 
foundations  of  the  revenue  of  Ireland  had 
been  sapped  for  a  temporary  relief.  The 
noble  mai'quis  admitted  that  he  had  di- 
verj^ed  a  little  from  the  question  before 
their  lordships,  but  in  looking  to  the  ehorw 
mous  amount  of  25,000  men  which  hail 
been  proposed  for  Ireland,  and  feeling 
that  present  circumstances  would  render 
that  force  necessary,  he  could  not  pass 
it  over  without  remarking,  that  it  waa 
not  that  kind  of  remedy  which  Ireland 
now  stood  in  need  of,  ^nd  that  unless  some, 
other  mode  were  adopted,  she  would  be 
still  disturbed  and  discontented.  That 
remedy  was  apparent;  delay  would  but 
increase  the  evil,  and  the  postponement 
would  bring  down  eternal  oisgrace  upon 
ever}'  succeedmg  administration  that  re^ 
fused  to  apply  that  remedy. 

The  noble  marquis.then  adverted  to  the 
force  of  25,000  men  proposed  for  England, 
and  contrasted  it  with  the  15,000  men 
which  had  been  thought  sufficient  in  1786| 
and  die  17;092,  iiicluding  2,000  men  fbf 
Jersey  and  Guernsey,  which  was  propoasff 
in  1792.  Even  with  reference  to  the  hu 
crease  of  fore^  colonies,  why  tras  tdbe 
great  increase  of  S,000  men  now  neces- 
sary f  '  The  n0cessity  of  havhg  afidenl 
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recruits  For  our  foreign  service  had  been 
urged  in  support  of  this  increase,  but  if 
the  argumeDts  wbicb  he  had  used  egaiost 
GO  Urge  an  estabtiGhracnt  in  our  several 
«»lonieG  were  of  any  value,  they  irould  ro 
to  the  reduction  of  the  home  establish- 
meiit;  for  the  Ic^e  force  there  was  abroad 
the  less  demands  would  be  necessary  frooa 
home.  In  the  West  India  islattds  parti- 
cularly, from  the  dcslruciiTe  effect  of  the 
climate  on  the  health  of  our  troops,  he 
contended  that  k  would  be  politic  to  have 
a  less  number  of  men  than  was  now  Lcpt 
up,  for  the  greater  this  number  the  greater 
must  be  the  mortality  amongst  ihcm,  and 
of  course  the  more  trequent  demands  for 
fresh  supplies.  The  noble  marquis  then 
objected  to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  employ  some  of  the  proposed 
military  force.  He  observed,  that  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  or  its  protection 
in  the  prevention  of  smuggling,  would 
liavc  an  eilect  on  the  discipline  of  the 
troops  Dot  ea^y  to  be  removed.  But  in 
whatever  service  the  troops,  particularly 
the  cavalry,  were  to  be  employed,  he 
ahould  object  to  the  kind  of  cavalry  which 
was  intended  to  be  kept  in  such  large 
force.  He  alluded  to  the  heavy  horse, 
and  he  begged  it  would  be  recollected, 
that  these  were  the  most  expensive  and 
least  efficient  of  all  kinds  of  cavalry.  The 
number  of  these  troops  had  been  more 
than  doubled  since  1792.  At  that  period 
they  amounted  to  785,  and  in  the  present 
year  they  were  raised  to  1744.  Thi^  in- 
crease the  noble  marquis  strongly  ob- 
jected to,  first,  as  being  unnecessary,  and 
secondly,  as  being  inefficient  and  extremely 
expensive.  The  proportion  which  these 
troops  bore  in  point  of  espense  to  the 
]ight  dragoons,  was  as  65  to  43,  and  when 
this  difference  was  so  great  individually, 
how  great  must  it  not  be  in  so  large  a 
number !  Why,  then,  not  select  troops 
which  would  be  more  efficient  and  less 
expensive. 

There  was  another  point  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  their  lord- 
ships, and  that  was  the  number  of  troops 
which  were  to  he  kept  up  as  guards  and 
garrisons.  These  he  conceived  were  items 
of  the  public  expenditure,  which  might 
be  considerably  reduced  by  a  proper  at- 
tention to  economy.  There  were,  as  he 
-understood,  at  the  present  moment,  36,000 
men  receiving  pensions  for  services,  over 
and  above  those  who  were  disabteil.  Of 
so  large  a  number  he  conceived  that  s 
force  of  S  0[  1U,000  men  night  be  selected 


for  doing  garrison  duty,  and  thereby  save 
the  public  much  expense.  The  noble  mar- 
quis complained  that  some  corps  of  ma- 
rines, which  had  arrived  from  Aracrica,  had 
been  disbanded,  and  suffered  to  enlist 
again,  receiving  a  large  bounty  each  man. 
This,  be  observed,  was  an  eKpease  which 
might  well  have  been  spared. — He  next 
adverted  to  the  staff  of  the  arniy,  which 
until  he  had  seen  the  estimates  he  could 
not  imagine  to  have  arisen  to  such  a 
height.  He  would  compare  it  with  that 
of  former  periods ;  and  in  doing  this  he 
could  not  be  accused  of  any  unfair  in- 
Terence  arising  from  the  different  expen- 
diture of  different  eras,  because  he  would 
state  what  the  proportionate  expense  of 
the  staff  was  to  that  of  the  army  at  large. 
In  1764  the  charge  of  the  staff  was  l-56th 
that  of  the  army  at  largo.  In  17b4  it  was 
somewhat  less  than  1-IOOth.  In  1786  it 
wasaboutl-IOOch.  In  1792  itwai  l-90tb. 
In  1816,  as  appeared  by  the  papers  on 
their  lordships'  tabic,  it  was  l-17th.  It 
thus  appeared,  that,  in  a  country  in  which 
at  all  times  the  staff  bore  a  greater  pro- 
poriinu  to  the  army  at  large  than  in  any 
other  country  in  Europe,  the  proportion 
had  increased  from  MOOth  to  l-17th  of 
the  army  1  He  wilJingiy  admitted,  that  ad- 
ditions had  been  made  to  the  friaff  during 
the  war,  which  were  highly  ad  vantage  om 
to  the  public  service.  But  with  the  war 
those  offices  should  termin<ite;  and  under 
the  existing  circumstances  nf  the  country 
nothing  could  justify  the  enormous  pro- 
portion of  htaff  which  he  had  mentioned. 

Having  already  detuined  iheir  lorddhips 
SO  long,  he  felt  that  it  would  be  ex* 
trcmely  improper  for  him  to  treapnss  on 
their  attention  with  any  di'iailed  lemarka 
on  the  remaining  snbjfct  of  considi.' ration 
— the  ordnance,  the  barracks,  and  the 
commissariat  depiirtmentH.  All  he  would 
say  with  respect  lo  ihe  iirsi,  was,  that  it 
was  double  the  amount  of  the  ordnance 
in  1792.  On  referring  to  the  papers  their 
lordships  would  find  a  considerable  ex- 
pense in  every  article  under  the  head  of 
■  contingencies.'  To  the  necessity  of  these 
contingencies  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  object,  without  entering  into  the 
details,  which  he  had  a]rea<ly  expressed 
his  wish  lo  avoid.  He  would,  hnwever, 
make  this  obatrvation,  that  however  ne- 
cessary it  might  be  to  makt  provision  for 
these  contingencies  in  time  of  war,  they 
ought  to  be  very  much  limited  in  time  of 
peace.  A  great  portion  of  these  expenses 
aiose  froia  the  necessity  to  meet  cxigen- 
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cies  which  could  not  exist  in  a  time  of 
peace.  He  allowed  that  the  sum  which 
might  be  saved  in  these  items  appeared 
triSing,  when  compared  with  the  number 
of  millions  to  which  the  estimates 
amounted ;  but  he  contended  that  it  was 
only  by  a  sedulous  attention  even  to  trifles, 
that  a  great  reform  could  be  aceomplished 
in  our  expenditure.  In  no  view  of  the 
question  ought  any  item  under  the  head 
of  ordnance,  or  under  any  other  head, 
be  continued,  when  the  cause  in  which 
it  originated  had  ceased  to  exist.  He 
would  state  one  instance  of  the  tendency 
to  continue  in  peace,  and  when  all  alarm 
was  no  more,  those  precautions  which 
were  only  necessary  in  a  season  of  danger. 
This  was  the  item  of  above  1400/.  for 
maintaining  a  military  communication 
across  the  Medway.  He  had  inquired 
into  the  necessity  of  this  communication, 
and  he  found  that  it  had  originated  dur- 
ing the  last  war,  when  exaggerated  ap* 
prehensions  of  invasion  existed,  and  when 
this  communication  was  created  lest  the 
enemy  should  come  up  the  Medway  and 
destroy  Rochester  bridge.  Looking  at 
the  present  state  of  Europe,  and  looking 
at  our  own  military  character,  was  it  pos- 
sible to  contend  that  the  continuation  of 
such  an  expense  was  necessary  ?  Another 
item  consisted  of  a  large  sum  for  keeping 
up  the  martello  towers.  He  would  not 
detain  the  House  with  discussing  whether 
or  not  the  construction  of  these  martello 
towers  had  been  expedient.  It  was  a  sub- 
ject of  controversy  among  high  military 
authorities.  But  at  this  time  to  go  on 
with  such  a  system  of  defence  on  the 
coast,  appeared  to  him  inexplicable.  It 
tended  materially  to  increase  the  expendi- 
ture :  first,  there  had  been  the  expense  of 
building  the  towers,  then  there  was  the 
expense  of  repairing  them,  and  lastly, 
there  was  the  expense  of  the  troops,  by 
whom  they  were  to  be  occupied.  Would 
it  not  be  more  consistent  with  the  charac- 
ter and  the  magnanimity  of  the  country 
to  abandon  these  places  altogether,  and  to 
rely  on  the  courage  of  the  people  for  the 
defence  of  our  shores?  [Hear,  hear!] 
With  respect  to  the  commissariat,  he 
would  only  say,  that  the  amount  appeared 
to  him  to  be  very  considerable,  aitnough 
he  fairly  confessed  that  the  nature  of  the 
subject'  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 

Eursuc  the  details.  No  comparison  could 
e  made  with  the  expenses  or  former  times 
for  this  department  of  the  public  service, 
the  great  utility  of  which  be  fiilly  admitted; 


had  grewtt  out  of  recent  occurrences.  But 
on  the  question  of  barracks,  their  lordships 
and  himself  were  better  judges ;  and  ho 
was  persuaded  they  would  agree,  that 
although  barracks  mi^t  be  necessary  in 
some  parts  of  England,  and  in  Ireland  for 
the  25,000  troops  to  be  maintained  in  that 
countTjT ;  yet  that  the  sum  of  500,000/.  ap- 
propriated merely  to  the  repair  of  barracu 
was,  on  the  face  of  it,  a  most  extravagant 
proposition,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  mate- 
rially  reduced.  He  really  believed  that 
first  floors  could  be  hired  for  the  troopa 
on  more  reasonable  terms.  Many  of  the 
charges  in  these  estimates,  which  appeared 
to  be  too  large,  he  would  not  detain  their 
lordships  by  notieing.  Such  were  the 
items  of  the  staff  corps  and  the  waggon 
drivers ;  in  both  of  which,  great  reductions 
might  no  doubt  be  made.  But,  although 
in  times  of  difficulty  and  pressure,  like  the 
present,  the  minutest  savings  ought  not 
to  be  despised,  yet  it  was  not  on  such 
grounds  that  he  submitted  to  their  lord* 
ships  the  address  which  he  should  con« 
elude  with  proposing.  It  was  on  the 
ground  of  the  enormous  increase  of  our 
military  establishment,  both  in  numbei* 
and  expense,  compared,  not  with  one,  but 
with  any  peace  establishment  that  could 
be  selected  from  our  whole  historj.  He 
repeated  that  no  peace  establishment 
could  be  selected  from  our  whole  history 
that,  if  compared  with  that  now  recom- 
mended  by  his  majesty's  government^ 
would  not  appear  trifling  and  ridiculous, 
though  at  the  time  they  were  proposed, 
thev  were  all  the  subjects  of  grave  and 
senous  consideration  both  in  and  out  of 
parliament,  with  an  earnest  desire  on  the 
part  of  every  statesman  in  the  country  to 
reduce  them  as  low  as  was  consistent  with 
security.  But  now,  on  no  better  grounds 
than  those  he  had  described,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  extend  the  peace  establishment^ 
from  S0,000  to  100,000  men ;  and  that  at 
a  period  when  there  was  no  cause  for  ap« 
prehension,  when  there  was  no  powernil 
rival  in  existence,  and  when,  in  the  event 
of  any  unexpected  attack  on  oar  foreign 
possessions,  the  means  of  rendering^sist* 
ance  from  some  neighbouring  colony  were 
rendered  so  easy.  The  existence,  in 
peace,  of  any  army  beyond  that  which 
was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  security 
must  be  mischievous.  It  was  not  bj 
maintaining  any  such  army  that  this  coiin* 
trv  had  attained  to  the  elevated  station 
which  it  now  bdd  among  the  nations  of 
Europe. 
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thent  of  the  couotry  to  the  extent  it  wa» 
desired  they  should  be  relieved — but  to 
relieve  them  to  a  certain  extent ;  to  set  an 
example  by  a  reduction  of  the  military 
expenditure  —  a  reduction  in  the  other 
public  departments— and  a  reform  of  that 
corruption  which  in  some  degree  it  was 
to  be*  feared  existed  in  all  the  branches 
of  the  public  service.  With  these  viewa 
the  noble  marquis  submitted  to  the  House 
a  motion  to  the  following  effect : 

**  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent^ 
thanking  him  tor  having  been  graciousfy 
pleased,  in  compliance  with  their  lord- 
shipa  request^  to  order  the  military  esti- 
mates to  be  laid  before  them. — That  they 
observe  with  grief  and  concern,  that  the 
proposed  military  peace  establishment  so 
ffreatly  exceeds  what  at  any  former  period 
has  been  considered  as  adequate  to  the 
safety  of  the  country,  and  as  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  at 
a  time  when  no  foreign  danger  exists, 
and  when  no  just  apprehension  can  be 
entertained  for  the  public  welfare,  except 
from  the  amount  of  those  burthens  which 
obstruct  all  the  channels  of  industry,  and 
from  which' the  people  can  be  relieved 
only  by  a  strict  attention  to  national  eco- 
nomy—That they  humUy  request  there- 
fore, that  his  royal  highness  will  be  gra^ 
ciously  pleased  to  give  directions,  that 
such  reauctioDS  may  be  made  in  the 
proposed  estimates  as  may  render  them 
consistent  with  the  real  interests  of  the 
country,  and  conformable  to  the  practice 
of  our  ancestors  and  the  established  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution." 

Earl  Bathurstf  while  he  admitted  that 
any  reduction,  however  inconsiderable, 
that  could  be  made  ought  to  be  made,  de- 
nied that  even  the  reductions  suggested 
by  the  noble  marquis,  if  they  were  really 
practicable,  could  materially  diminish  the 
total  expenditure.  He  was  prepared, 
however,  to  show,  that,  consistentiy  with 
a  just  view  of  the  public  service,  nu  such 
reduction  ought  to  be  made.  To  the 
noble  marquis's  comparison  of  the  present 
estimates  with  those  of  former  periods,  ho 
had  listened  with  great  attention,  and  he 
confessed  his  surprise  to  find  the  noble 
marquis  comparing  one  item  with  a  simi- 
lar item  of  one  former  establishment,  and 
another  item  with  a  similar  item  of  ano- 
ther former  establishment;  a  mode  of 
comparison  suited  to  the  convenience  of 
the  noble  marquis  s  argument,  rather  than 
to  a  fair  illustration  of  the  question  beforo 


Whit  ooMlitalsi  a  Hate? 
Kot  Ugh  nU'd  btttlMMBt  or  hbor*d  BUNmd, 
TIdok  wall  or  moatod  gate, 
'  No :  MOD,  Ugh  nuoded  moo. 

Such  had  been  the  emphatic  sentiment  of 
a  man,  who,  to  the  commanding  genius 
of  a  true  poet,  had  added  the  patient 
Wbont  of  a  man  of  business.  It  was  a 
ieotimeot  applicable  to  all  states^  How 
much  more  applicable  to  the  peculiar  cha- 
racter and  circumstances  of  this  country  1 
So  apdicable,  indeed*,  was  it,  that  the 
imva^ftng  creed  of  all  our  great  ttates- 
meDf  transmitted  from  generation  to  gene- 
lation,  had  been  the  inexpediency  of 
naintainine  a  large  military  establishment 
in  England  in  time  of  peace.  It  was  the 
pohit  on  which  whigs  and  tories  bad 
always  united.  Let  not  their  lordships  be 
told,  that  because  the  whigs  of  the  reign 
of  Anne  and  of  the  reign  of  William  were 
aensible  of  the  power  of  Louis  14th,  they 
were  insensible  to  the  danger  of  a  standing 
army.  The  only  question  between  the 
statesmen  of  those  days,  was  a  question  of 
dapree ;  but  all  united  in  thinking  a  force 
ioniiUely  limited,  in  comparison  with  that 
now  proposed,  the  only  force  that  in  time 
of  p^ace  ought  to  be  maintained.  Let 
their  Jordships  look  at  the  arguments  used 
on  thb  subject  by  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
that  great  whig  minister,  thouffh  not 
romantic  patriot ;  in  the  'course  or  which 
he  admitted  that  a  larger  standing  army 
than  17  or  18,000  men  in  time  of  peace 
miaht  be  dangerous  to  the  public  liberties; 
and  founded  bis  proposition  for  that  num- 
ber on  the  hope  of  convincing  his  political 
adversaries,  that  from  the  limited  number 
wbidi  he  proposed  no  mischievous  conse- 
quences could  ensue.  Let  their  lordships 
take  one  step  at  least  towards  the  fulfil- 
ment of  that  duty  of  economy  to  which 
both  parliament  and  the  country  were 
bound  to  attend;  and  with  a  view  of 
limiting  those  establbhments,  which,  how- 
ever httle  those  by  whom  they  were  pro- 
posed (and  he  accused  no  man  of  such  an 
intention),  contemplated  them  as  the  in- 
struments of  subverting  public  liberty, 
might  lead  to  such  desisos  in  others,  and 
might  give  to  future  wicked  ministers  the 
means  of  accomplishing  that  object.  To 
avert  that  danger,  and  to  discharge  that 
most  imperative  of  all  duties,  national 
economy ;  he  called  on  their  lordships  to 
redeem  the  pledge  which,  on  tlie  first  day 
of  the  session,  they  cave  in  their  address 
to  the  throne.  He  called  on  them  to  take 
an  e&ctual  step^-not  to  relieve  the  bur- 
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them.  For  him9elf,  he  would  also  insti- 1 
tute  a  comparison,  but  he  would  institute 
it  between  the  whole  of  the  proposed  esti- 
mates and  the  whole  of  the  estimates  of  a 
former  period  ;  that  period  should  be 
1791 ;  and  he  woidd  willingly  admit,  that 
where  he  could  show  no  reason  for  anv 
departure  from  the  estimates  of  1791,  that 
departure  was  erroneous. 

The  first  item  of  the  proposed  estimates 
related  to  tfie  troops  in  France.      On  this 
sul)ject  the  noble  marquis  having  made  a 
manly  and  candid  avowal  of  the  necessity  * 
ol'  carrying  the  treaty  of  peace  into  effect, 
lie  need  not  say  any  thing.     The  next 
item    was  the  military  establishment    in 
India.     The  noble  marquis  had  assumed, 
that  his  majesty's  government  considered  | 
themselves  bound,  under  all  circumstances,  i 
to  maintain  20,000  troops  in  India.     That 
was  not  the  case.      To  show  that  it  was 
not  the  case,  he  would  merely  state  that 
in  181 4,  after  the  charter  was  concluded, 
instructions  were  sent  out  by  government 
to  reduce  the  force  in  India  to  16,000 
men,  and  three  or  four  regiments  were 
actually  on  the  point  of  returning,  had 
not  the  Nepaul  war  broken  out.     At  a 
time  when  not  a  year  back  the  governor- 
general  of  India  had  demanded   troops 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  from 
Ceylon,  in  terms  so  strong  that  they  could 
not  be  refused,  and  when  we  were  by  no 
means  certain  that  the  war  in  IndiA  was 
concluded,  it  would  surely  be  thought 
premature  by  their  lordships  to  reduce 
the  force  there ;    and  this  the  more  espe- 
cially, as  a  noble  marquis  who  had  run  so 
brilliant  a  career  in  India,  on  reviewing 
the  conquests  wliich  the  wisdom  of  his 
measures,  the  bravery  of  the  troops,  and  the 
dispositions  of  his  predecessor,  lord  Corn- 
wallis,  had  enabled  him  to  achieve,  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  under  no  possible 
circumstances,  even    when   we  were  at 
peace  with  France,  and  with  all  India, 
ought  t^ie  regular  army  in  that  peninsula 
to  be  less  than  nineteen  regiments.     As 
far,  therefore,  as  France  and  India  went, 
he  thought  he  had  established  the  expe- 
diency of  the  proposed  estimates. 

fie  would  now  proceed  to  the  other  ap- 
propriations of  our  force.  In  1791, 17,0(X) 
men  were  employed  abroad,  and  16,000 
at  home,  making  a  total  force  of  33,000. 
In  the  proposed  estimates  48,000  were  to 
be  employed  abroad  f  exclusively  of  those 
which  he  had  mentioned  as  being  in 
France  and  India).  Undoubtedly  this 
was  a  great  addition,  but  the  cause  was 
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very  explicable.    We  had  now  forty-three 
principal  colonies,  in  all  of  which  there 
was  a  greater  or  a  less  necessity  for  troops. 
Sixteen  of  these  principal    colonies    had 
been  altogether  acquired  since  1791,  and 
six  of  them  had  grown  into  that  rank  from 
the  same  period.      On  these  six  which  he 
had  last  mentioned,  he  would  say  a  few 
words.      The   first   was   Upper   Canada, 
which  in  1791  was  not  a  separate  depart- 
ment.    The  second  was  Newfoundland,  to 
prevent  which  from  becoming  a  principal 
colony,  the  greatest  efforts  had  been  made 
previous  to  1791.     In  the  course  of  the 
war,  however,  it  had  been  fouhd  impossi- 
ble to  prevent   communication  with   this 
colony,  and  now,  the    number    of  inha- 
bitants being  70,000,  principally  Irisli,  a 
military  force  became  indispensable.     The 
third  colony  that  had    become   principal 
was  Honduras,  the  population  of  which 
had  so  much  increased  as  to  require  the 
presence  of  troops.  The  fourth  was  Sierra 
Leone,  an  entirely  new  creation,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  moral  rather  than  poll* 
tical ;  but  which,  with  the  coast  of  Africa, 
required  a  thousand  men.      The  fifth  was 
Botany  Bay,  the  increased  population  of 
which   since  1791,  and  the  character  of 
that  population,  rendered  double  the  num- 
ber of  troops   necessary  now,  that  were 
necessary  at  that  period.    The  sixth  and 
last  colony  of  that  description  was  St.  He- 
lena.     In  1791,  St.  Helena  was  garrisoned 
by  the  East  India  company.     In  conse- 
quence of  the  late  arrangements  it  had 
been  thought   expedient   to   garrison    it 
with  1,*200  regular  troops.      With  refe- 
rence to  the  noble  marquis's  observation, 
in  objection  to  this  establishment,  that  the 
allies  were  at  all  times  ready  to  throw  the 
whole  charge  of    any   measure  on   thif 
country,  and  that  though  we  were  at  the 
expense  of  the   establishment   they  had 
joint  commissioners,  he  must  say  that  on 
the  last  point  the  noble  mnrquis  was  mia* 
taken,  for  although  the  allies  had  com- 
missioners in  the  island,  who  were  entitled 
to  give  their  opinion  in  certain  cases  that 
might  arise,  they  had  no  right  to  interfere ; 
and  that  wiih  respect  to  the  disposition  of 
the  allies  to  throw  the  whole  burthen  on 
this  country,  he  confidently  assured  their 
lordships  that  there  was  not  one  of  the 
allied  powers  which  was  not  desirous  of 
taking  Buonaparte  and    maintaining  him 
at  its  own  expense.*     He  was  sure  that 
there  was  not  a  noble  lord  who  heard  him 
that  would  not  have  thought  his  majesty's 
government  had  failed  in  their  duty  had 
(Y) 
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tbej  contented  to  Che  wUi  of  any  one  of 
tbe  wmen  on  thif  subject. 

HaTing  tbua  disposed  of  the  six  colonies 
that  from  subordinate  had  grown  up  to  be 
prfaicipaiy  and  the  necessity  for  an  addi-. 
liona]  force  in  which  wodid  strike  every 
one«  he  would  shortly  go  through  thie 
others.  And  first,  with  respect  to  North 
America  generally.  There  was  an  in- 
crease in  Uie  estimate  for  North  America, 
compared  with  the  estimate  of  1791  of 
3,500  men.  Unquestionably  this  was  a  con- 
siderable augmentation ;  but  by  what  had 
k  been  occasioned?  The  strongest  posture 
of  defence  in  which  a  country  could  be 
placed  against  an  invading  enemy,  was 
when  it  was  surrounded  by  trackless 
forests,  immense  wastes,  and  the  absence 
of  ail  means  of  supporting  a  hoslik  army. 
Such  was  the  state  of  our  possefsions  m 
Nortk  America  in  1791 .  Siocd  that  time 
the  forests  had  been  in  a  great  measure 
dearedt  communications  had  been  made 
throueh  the  eountry,  and  various  bctUties 
aflforded  to  an  invading  army ;  and  in  ad- 
dition, the  adjacent  possessions  of  the 
United  States,  which  in  1791  were  covered 
with  impenetrable  forests,  and  which  had 
DO  inhaoitants  but  such  as  were  hostile  to 
the  Americans,  had  made  a  still  more 
rapid  progress  than  ours  had  in  odtivation, 
and  the  means  of  easy  communication 
both  by  land  and  by  water.  The  Ameri- 
cans possessed,  therefore,  increased  means 
of  invasion,  and  wc  dimini^thed  means  of 
resistance.  Under  these  circumstances, 
with  the  increased  American  population, 
and  their  increased  military  resources, 
could  their  lordships  be  surprised  that  a 
considerable  reinforcement  of  our  troops 
in  that  auartcr  should  be  thought  neces* 
sary  ?  The  noble  marquis  talked  of  leaving 
North  America  to  the  defence  of  the  po- 
pulation. Undoubtedly  the  militia  of  tnat 
country  had  fought  most  bravely ;  but  it 
had  always  been  found,  that  an  admixture 
of  regular  force  had  given  great  energy  to 
the  exertions  of  the  inhabitants..  It  should 
be  considered  also,  that  a  long  time  must 
always  elapse  before  reinforcements  sent 
from  this  country  could  arrive.  Tliey 
must  also  be  sent  before  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, or  they  could  not  be  sent  until 
May.  If,  therefore,  the  intelligence  of 
any  occurrence  requiring  the  presence  of 
an  additional  force  in  Nortn  America 
should  not  reach  this  country  until  af^er 
August,  eovernment  would  ne  debarred 
from  sending  it  for  eight  months.  The 
whole  of  the  force  proposed  in  the  esti- 


mates for  both  tbe  Canadaa,  Nova 
Cape  Breton,  and  Prince  Edward's  Island, 
was  9,000  men ;  a  number,  that  he  was 
persuaded  their  lordships,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  would  not  think 
was  too  great.  He  would  now  advert  to 
Jamaica.  In  1791,  the  number  of  troops 
in  Jamaica  was  1841.  The  number  now 
proposed,  was  3>500.  By  a  resolution  of 
the  assemUy  in  Jamaica,  passed  since 
1791,  they  had  agreed  to  maintain  the 
troops  at  their  own  expense  if  they 
amounted  ta  S,000,  but  not  if  they  were 
fewer.  Of  the  necessity  for  such  a  force 
they  were  the  best  judges.  He  honestly 
owned,  that  men  were  apt  sometimes  to 
be  unreasonable  in  their  apprehensiooa 
and  deoMnds.  But  in  this  case,  where  the 
assembly  persevered  in  desiring  that  large 
amount  or  force,  the  charge  of  which  they 
took  on  themselves,  and  deprecated  that 
small  amount  of  force,  the  charge  of  which 
they  would  not  take,  it  was  not  too  much 
to  assume  that  the  former  was  absolutelv 
necessanr  for  the  protection  of  the  island. 
He  would  next  proceed  to  the  other  West 
India  islands,  the  estimate  for  which  waa 
9,000  men;  that  of  1791  having  been 
3,800.  There  had,  however,  been  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  number  of  those 
islanda  since  1791;  the  military  stations, 
which  were  at  that  period  six,  being  now 
twdive.  The  force  m  1791  also  consisted 
entuvly  of  troops  of  the  line.  Of  the 
9,000  now  proposed,  only  3,000  were  of 
the  line,  %000  were  deserters,  and  the  re- 
maining 4,000  blacks.  In  which  of  these 
descriptions  of  troops  could  a  reduction 
be  advantageously  made  ?  In  the  troops 
of  the  line?  In  that  case  only  one  regiment 
of  regular  troops  would  be  left  for  all  the 
colonies.  In  the  deserters  I  That  would 
be  to  change  the  present  comparatively 
mild  system  towards  them  for  one  much 
more  severer  It  was  true  that  from  time 
to  time  the  punishment  of  exile  was  re- 
mitted to  those  who  behaved  well.  But 
there  was  a  wide  difference  between  that 
and  a  general  discharge,  which  would  ope- 
rate as  a  bonus  on  desertion.  In  the  blacxs  ? 
To  reduce  them  would  be  as  expehsive  as  to 
keep  them  up,  as  they  must  be  maintained 
elsewhere;  and,  on  the  constitutional 
view  of  the  subject,  it  was  hardly  to  be 
apprehended  that  the  constitution  could 
be  overthrown  bv  4,000  blacks.  He  had 
thus  accounted  u)r  the  increase  of  troops, 
not  only  from  the  diminution  of  the  num- 
ber of  garrisons,  but  from  the  change  in 
the  description  of  the  force. 
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HaWDs  Dffoceeded  lo  fiur,  he  bad  now 
to  ottabBA  tbe  expedieocy  of  the  eiti- 
inatet  which  rekled  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hopes  the  Mauritius,  aod  Ceylon.    These 
Gohmies  must  be  considered  as  tributarv 
to  India*  and  the  troops  there  were  af- 
wajs  at  the  disposal  of  the  governor  ge- 
seimL    It  was  not,  therefore,  advisable  to 
reduce  the  force  to  so  low  a  state,  that 
whatever    mieht   be    the   exisency    in 
India,  no  reinrorcements  could  l>e  spared 
to  go  thither*    For  Ceylon  the  estimate 
was  SOOO  men ;  of  whom,  in  that  climate, 
not  more  than  2,800  couid  be  considered 
effisctive.    This  force  was   necessary  at 
present,  in  consequence  of  there  being  no 
communication    between    Columbo    and 
Trincomalee  but  by  water,  requiring  two 
winds.     A  military  road,   however,  was 
making,  and  when  completed,  whidi  there 
were  hopes  it  would  be  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  a  reduction  of  1000  might  be  ef- 
fected.   In  the  Mauritius  a  large  force 
was  necessary.    Tbe  [^pulation  was  nu- 
merous, and  not  well  mdined  to  the  Bri-- 
lish  i^emment.    When,  on  lord  Moira^s 
application,  a  part  of  the  troops  were  sent 
to  India,  their  absence  had  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  the  colony,  as  a  oonspiracv  took 
pJaoe  under  pretence  *of  dissatisniction 
with  the  registry  bill,  which,  had  it  not 
been  fortunately  discovered,  would  have 
deprived  us  of  that  possession.    The  esti- 
mates for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  of 
SOOO   men  was  indispensable.    Or  this 
number  7  or  800  eflkctive  men  were  ne- 
cessarily detached  into  the  country,  to 
prevent  tbe  recurrence  of  incursions  by 
the  Caffres  of  the  most  alarming  nature. 
The  Cape  also  should  be  considered  as  a 
kind  of  depdt  to  which,  on  the  sudden 
breaking  out  of  any  war  in  India,  troops 
might  be  sent  from  this  country. — He 
came  now  to  the  Mediterranean.     The 
nui^ber  proposed  for  Gibraltar,  viz.  4000, 
was  a  fair  average  of  the  number  that  had 
been  garrisoned  there  for  several  years 
before  1791*    In  1785  the  garrison  was 
S629;  in  1786,  S700;  in  1787,  8889;  m 
1788,  8889;  in  1790,   4S67;  in  1791, 
4100.    Their  lordships,  therefore,  could 
not  consider  Uie  present  proposition  as 
excessive.    In  Malta,  besides  tne  ordinary 
fortifications  and  harbours,  there  was  a 
constant  demand  for  mSitary,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  recent  construction  of  a  Laza- 
letto  castle,  highly  ^riaed  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view,  which  required  a  great 
uanv  troops. 
Ihe  Ionian  islandst  to  whidb  he  should 


next  advert,  were  placed  under  the  im- 
mediate protection  of  this  country,  and 
their  military  and  fortresses  were  also 
given  up  to  the  command  of  the  British. 
It  was  a  principle  well  known,  that  where 
any  danger  was  to  be  apprehended,  the 
utmost  vigilance  in  the  appointment  of 
guards  should  be  exercised.  It  had  been 
said  by  some  of  their  lordships,  that  the 

nle  of  these  islands  were  at  no  expense 
eir  defence,  and  took  no  share  what- 
ever in  the  money  expended  by  our  go- 
vernment. He  was  confident  government 
would  never  ask  them  to  do  any  such 
thing.  If  they  did  not  remunerate  ua 
with  money  for  the  exertions  we  made  in 
their  behalf,  we  had  at  least  the  far  more 
profitable  sidvantage  of  their  commerce ; 
and  when  any  of  their  lordships  consi- 
dered that  this  was  a  mercantile  country, 
he  was  confident  they  would  think  the  ad- 
vantage we  gained  by  this  trading,  as  infi- 
nitely preferable  to  pecuniary  reward. 
But  laving  aside  all  such  mercenary  mo- 
tives, bis  lordship  argued  that,  even  on 
the  bare  reckoning  of  debtor  and  creditor, 
this  country  gain^  upwards  of  800|000l. 
every  year  hy  them. 

With  respect  to  Ireland,  he  had  listened 
with  every  possible  attention  to  the  argu- 
ments adduced  by  tbe  noble  lords  on  the 
opposite  side,  but  without  beinff  at  all 
moved.  It  had  been  asked,  "  Snail  go- 
vernment go  on  from  year  to  year  in  thus 
increasing  the  number  of  their  forces  ?*' 
He  tnistai  they  would  not.  He  trusted 
they  would  soon  be  enabled,  by  the  bless- 
ings of  a  consolidated  peace,  to  reduce 
these  to  a  proper  peace  establishment. 
But  while  the  present  distracted  state  of 
that  country  continued,  it  was  absolutely 
requisite  that  a  strong  military  force 
should  be  kept  up.  Besides,  it  was  con* 
sonant  to  common  feeling  that  troops  ia 
the  exercise  of  duty  in  that  country 
should  be  occasionally  relieved.  It  was 
nothing  more  than  hire  justice  to  grant 
them  some  respite  after  such  arduous  ser* 
vice.  At  present  he  believed  there  were 
troops  in  tnat  country  who  had  not  beea 
relieved  for  fifteen,  nay  even  for  twenty 
years.  Mow  he  would  ask  their  lordships, 
how  it  was  possible  for  government  to 
relieve  these  troops,  unless  they  had  an 
adequate  number  to  supply  their  place  i 
The  demands  made  on  government  were 
really  great,  and  it  was  impossible  to  sup- 
ply ttese  demands  without  a  sufficient 
body  of  troops.  A  heavy  compbint  had 
been  made  against  ministerp  for  preserv- 
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ing  the  number  of   troops 

since,  as  was  alleged,  there  wns  ( 
same  cause  for  ihem  as  in  Irebnil 
Gonaideriag  the  conlrahand  trade  s( 
rally  carried  on,  which  was  Jeatrui 
(he  revenue,  he  was  confideat  n 
theii'    iordshipi   would  dispute   the   pi 


priety  of  cliecking  such  a 

gerous  prictice  by  the  terror  of  military 

power.     It  wa£  impassible  to  adopt  the    gy. 

filan  which  was  attempted  '  — ""  ' 
awering  the  import  duties.  In  the  pre- 
sent state  of  our  6nanees,  such  a  diminu' 
tion  of  the  revenue  was  utterly  impossible. 
It  waa  idle  to  dream  of  it  fur  one  moment. 
If,  therefore,  the  revenue  wns  to  he  pre- 
served— i(  in  its  exaction  it  was  to  be 
equally  levied — a  circumetnncc  which 
could  not  he  the  case  while  illicit  trndc 
was  permitted,  it  was  necessary  that  go- 
vciDmcnl  should  exercise  increased  acli- 
vify  in  the  detection  of  such  persous. 
And  he  might  appeal  to  their  lordships 
whether  any  thing  could  more  eftectually 
tend  to  check  that  limn  military  awe- 
Could,  then,  any  expense  be  considered 
t  a  matter  of  moment,  when  the  object 


I  of  Laasdowae's  Motion  on  the    [3iH 
England  I  pronounced  the  most  glorious  peace  tliat 
not  the    iiad  ever  been  ne);ociatcd  by  any  states- 
id.     But  !  man— nay.  he  understood  that  the  nobie 
so  i^ene-  I  lord  by  whom  it  was  negociated  had  him- 
self delivered  this  euiogium  upon  it.     But, 
passing  over  this,  he  was  tar  from  dispute 
mg  that  our  colonial  possessions  formed 
and  dan- 1  a  large  portion  of  our  national  resources. 


I  demanded,  j  not  o 


lor  which  that  expense 
was  the  protection  of  oi 
were  we  to  be  told   iha 
conslltiuion  was  endangered  hy  such  ex- 
ertions being  made  ?    He  Hatiercd  himsc ' 
that  uone  of  ibeir  hirdships  would  for 
my  such    idei,     ' 


e  would  add,  of  our  national  e 
'ar  was  it  from  him  to  dispute  this 
1782,  by  proposition.  But  tlie  real  question,  which 
his  noble  friend  had  contrived  to  obscure 
amidst  details,  and  by  avoiding  general 
principles — tlie  real  question  by  which  the 
merits  of  tlie  proposed  establislunents 
must  be  tried  and  decided,  was  this— not 
the  value  of  our  foreign  possessions,  but 
the  danger  to  which  they  might  be  ex- 
posed.  There  could  be  no  situation  of 
tilings  in  which  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  consider  this  danger ;  but  the  stale- 
ments  of  the  nobte  lord  seemed  to  have 
for  object  to  show  that  it  was  necessary 
even  in  peace  to  have  all  points  exactly 
defended  as  if  attack  were  expected.  The 
question,  then,  turned  entirely  on  the  de- 
gree of  danger  to  be   guarded    againstT 


'atuc  of  our  foreign  posses- 
He  ivas  perfectly  ready  to  admit, 
venerable  ,  that  there  was  a  document  in  existence, 
which  proceeded  from  him,  and  to  nbich 
If  I  the  noble  lord  had  appealed.     He  was  not 
a  I  certain  whether  it  vras  addressed  to  lord 
[e    Costlereagh  or  to  lord  Hobart,  neither  did 
flattered  himself,   when  tJ)ey  considered  '  he  recollect  the  precise  lime  when  it  was 
Iha  measure)  suggested  by  liia  majesty's  |  written  [Lord  Bathurst  said  across    the 


for  the  approbation  of  parfia- 
that  they  would  be  convinced  those    delit 


1805"].     In  this  paper  he  had 
red  it  as  his  opinion,  that  il 


mca^urei  had  not  been  precipitately  form- 1  be  necessary  there  should  be  in  In'dia  six- 
ed,  Tliey  had  weighed  every  circum- ,  teen  thousand  infantry  of  the  line,  four 
etance  nkli  the  utmost  coolness  and  deh-  [  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  two  regimenu 
heralion.  He  was  conSdent  their  lord-  j  of  one  thousand  men  each  for  Ceylon, 
ships  would  sec  that  minisiers  had  made    Tliercfore,    argued  his  noble  friend,    I 


o  greater  demand  for  troops  than  was  ab' 
solulely  requisite  for  the  protection  of  our 
colonies  abroad,  for  the  protection  of  the 
revenue  at  home,  and  for  having  such 
adequaf"  ''--  --  ^ 


(lord  Wellesley)  considering  that 
1805,  when  the  war  still  continued  with 
France — when  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether,  on  the  return  of  peace,  France 
ippliea  as  were  necessary  for  <  would  not  re-enter  India  as  a  military 
--  .!.__.      ,  power — whether  Holland,  under  her  in- 

fluence, would  not  also  re-enter  it  os  a 
military  power— having  stated   it  as  his 


1  by  ob- I 


occasional  relief,  to  those  »     _ 
gaged  in  long  and  arduous  duty. 

The  Marquis  Wdlcdey  beean 
serving,  that  bis  noble  friend  who  had  opinion,  that  20,000  troops  were  then  ne- 
'ust  sat  down,  h.id  employed  a  considera-  cessary  for  tl»e  defence  of  India,  wa» 
lie  time  and  extent  of  argument  in  stat-  hound  to  admit  that  an  equal  amount  of 
iog  generally  the  value  of  our  colonial  force  was  necessary  now.  On  the  con- 
^nswisions.     He    would   not  now    enter    trary,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying— 


« 


into  any  ditcussions 
aiiy  diiicri  mi  nation  of  lli 


the  acquisiiioni  we  had  obtained  by  the  ,  longer  admitted _.  _  _, 

Idte  treaty,  though  the  peace  had  been  I  iwwer— that  he  should  now  be  ilie  weakest 


iewing  the  state  of  things  as  lliey  now 

France  was  no 

a  niilitarjr 


relative  value  of.  eKisted,  and  the  fact   that 
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aod  the  uMt  ioMuie  of  human  beinps, 
were  be  lo  assert  that  ^,000  British 
troops  were  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
India* 

Let  their  lordships  only  look  a  little  at 
the   details.    The   East  India  company 
had,  at  the  time  the  document  was  writ- 
ten, only  three  European  regiments,  in 
the  most  lamentable  sute  of  insufficiency; 
now  they  were  respectable  and  effi»ctive 
corps:    here   was  a  material  difference. 
There  was  now  also  an  European  artil- 
lery   of  4000  men.    Considertng,  then, 
that  tliere  was  no  probability  of  any  Eu- 
ropean   power   disturbinff  the  peace  of 
India,  would  not  the  establishment  be  in- 
finitely  too  large,  and  the  more,  as  he  had 
proposed    only  2000   men  for    Ceylon» 
while  ministers  proposed  8000  ?  He  would 
beg  leave  also  to  oill  to  the  recollection 
of  the  noble  lord  the  solidity  since  giren 
to  our  possessions  in  India  by  the  peace 
with  the  Mahrattas,  the  Nizam,  Poonah, 
and  other  native  powers,  the  principle  of 
which  was  the  total  extirpation  of  all  hos- 
tile European  influence.    With  regard  to 
the  Mahratta  powers,  it  was  quite  ludi- 
crous to  dread  from  them  any  danger  to 
the  solid  strength  of  our  Indian  etmnre. 
Last  of  all  came  the  destruction  or  the 
Mysore  state.    Still,  however,  In  spite  of 
the  altered  state  of  things,  the  noble  lord 
wished  to  hold  htm  to  his  bond.    In  hii 
conscience  he  believed,  that  in  the  pre- 


90,000  men  for  India  besides.    The  chann 
for  Ceylon  was  most  exorbitant.    He  dud 
think  that  general  Brownrigg  bad  mosl 
ably  performed  a  great  service   to  the 
country  by  the  successful  war  he  had  car^ 
ried  on  there ;    and  yet,  after  the  island 
had  been  gained,  ministers  called  for  an 
additional  force !  He  was  happy  to  hear 
that  ministers  meant  to  make  a  reduction 
of  it   in  future.     This  was  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
sent  motion,  for  it  showed,  that  on  recon- 
sideration,  much  might  be  done  for  the 
reduction  of  our  establishments. — The  no« 
ble  marquis  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a  rebel* 
lion  at  the   Mauritius.     He  was  pretty 
certain  that  governor  Farquhar  was  not 
much  alarmed  at  it.    He  found  that  some 
gentlemen  there  were  rather  fond  of  Boo* 
napart^  and  he  acquainted  them  that  thej 
might  embark,  when  they  pleased  to  ioin 
him,  as  vessels  should  be  placed  at  their 
disposal   for   that   purpose.— He  should 
state  the  amount  of  the  force  he  thought   *' 
sufficient  for  India,  15,000  king's  troops^ 
two  European  regiments  in  the  company's 
service,  together  with  4000  artillerymeoy 
making  a  total  of  21,000  men  for  the  con« 
tinent  of  India;  2000  men  at  the  Capey 
the  Mauritius,  and  Ceylon,  respectively^ 
makmg  a  total  of  6,000 ;  instead  of  whidi 
minieters  proposed  9,000.    K  the  force 
he  had  stated  was  not  competent  to  e 
complete  defence  of  India,  he  was  totally 


sent  state  of  India,  we  should  be  perfectly  I  ignorant  of  all  past  transactions  in  that 
safe  there   with  15,000  British  troops,   country. 


He  pledged  his  existence,  and  whatever 
he  lutd  of  diaracter  as  a  statesman,  that 
a  deduction  of  at  least  5000  king's  troops 
might  be  safely  made  from  the  proposed 
establishment  for  India.  He  had  always 
thought,  with  regard  to  the  Cape  and  the 
Mauritius,  that  the  troops  there  should 
be  liable  to  be  rendered  disposable  for  In- 
dian purposes.  As  a  proof  of  the  advan- 
tage of  this,  die  House  had  only  to  look 
te  the  circumstance,  that  general  sir 
David  Baird  stormed  Seringapatam  at  the 
head  of  troops  which  camenrom  the  Cape. 
What  greater  proof  could  be  i^Sn-ded 
than  that  we  were  to  look  to  the  Cape, 
the  Mauritius,  and  Ceylon,  as  points  from 
which  troops  might  be  obtained  in  any 
emergency  i  What,  Uien,  coidd  be  more 
monstrous  than  that  when  he,  including 
Ceylon,  proposed  only  90,000  British 
troops  for  the  whole  of  India,  ministers 
should,  in  totally  altered  circumstances, 
propose  SOOO  men  for  Ceylon,  end  quote 


He  had  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  bimndi 
of  the  subject,  both  because  It  wis  one 
with  which  he  must  be  supposed  to  be 
well  acquainted,  and  because  the  noble 
lord's  allusions  had  rendered  it  necessary 
for  him  to  do  so.  What  he  wished  to  de« 
duce  from  it  was,  a  ^neral  principle,  ap- 
plicable to  every  mihtary  establishment  m 
time  of  peace.  The  noble  lord  had  de» 
dared,  from  his  experience  in  office,  that 
unreasonable  expectations  were  often  en^ 
tertained  in  the  colonies,  and  that  un- 
founded apprehensions  were  frequently 
intimated  as  to  the  danj^rs  which  threat- 
ened them.  He  submitted,  that  as  the 
noble  lord  was  accustomed  to  sit  officially 
in  judgment  upon  these  applications,  so 
those  who  were  out  of  office  were  enti- 
tled to  try  that  judgment,  and  determine 
how  far  it  was  agroMble  to  the  principles 
of  sound  policy.  H  the  noble  lord  lied 
investigated  the  demands  of  iadividaala 
ddsely,  as  an  indispensable  part  ef  his 


bis  anthority  to  prove  thet  theymost  have   duty,  it  was  equally  the  dely  ef  pailia- 
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for  the  purpose  of  reliefs.  In  this  view 
the  <]ue<tion  extended  iueif,  anil  was 
brought  home  immediately  to  ourselves. 

He  wished  not  to  enter  into  any  general 
diacuasion  upon  the  subject  of  our  present 
system  of  colonial  policy,  or  the  real  ad- 
vantages   derived    from    our    numerous 
foreign    potscssiont.      His    opinions    oi) 
those  questions  would  not,  perhaps^  cor- 
respond with  the  popular  feeling,  nor  with 
the  interests  of  a  large  class  o(  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects.     That  discussion,  there- 
fore, he  should  not  approach  on  the  pre- 
sent  occasion,  but  rather  follow  the  noble 
lord  to  the   Mediterranean,      There  he 
found,  OD  touching  at  Gibraltar,  that  ne 
had  raised  considerable  worts,  in  conse- 
quence  of   a    former    extension  of  the 
Spanish  lines.    These  lines  had  now  been 
destroyed,  and  yet  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary  still  to  keep   a  force   in  our  own 
works,  for  no  other  reason,  except  that 
these  works  were  in  existence.     He  con- 
fessed he  saw  no  limit  to  such  a  principle 
of  military  establishment.     Malta,    also, 
must  be  fully  garrisoned — and  why .'    Not 
on  account  of  nny  apprehended  attack, 
for  there  was  not  a  breath  of  wind  to  waft 
a  hostile  fleet  towards  her  shores,  but  for 
a  different  and  singular  reason,  namely, 
that  ber  for  ti  lie  at  ions  were  very  strong. 
So,  with  respect  to  the  Ionian  islands,  the 
argument  was  this — they  were  acquired 
time  of  peace  and  by  treaty.     Corfu  is 
:tremely  strong,  and  therefore  they  must 
have  a  large  garrison,  and   Corfu  must 
have  a  force  in  proportion  to  the  strength 
of  her  position.     In  fact,  let  the  place  be 
strong,  or  let  it  he  weak,  let  it  be  old  or 
populous  or  the  contrary— from  all 
parts     cume    converging    arguments    id 
favour    of    an    increased    establishment. 
Let  the  wind  blow  from  what  quarter  it 
might,  the  vessel  was  sure  to  arrive  at  the 
same  port.     He  now  came   to  Canada; 
and  here  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  sup- 
posed to  undcr-value  the  increased  danger 
lo  our  possessions  there,  from  our  mis- 
management    of    the    negociations    for 
peace.      There   were,    in  the  course   of 
these  negociations,  some   pretensions  of 
Great  Britain  urged  with  monstrous  im- 
prudence, to  sa^  the  least  of  ihem.     What 
was  the  securiiy  which    Canada  would 
derive  from  an  additional  force  of  i  or 
5,000  men  ?    He  supposed  that  ihe  faith 
of  America  was  sucli  as  had  been  repre- 
sented— that    our  security  must  rest  on 
ibe  solidity  and  good  failh  of  the  cngage- 
mcDt   between  the  two  countries.     But 


ment  to  watch  over  and  attend  lo  the 
grants  and  concessions  of  his  majesty's 
ministers.  An  Agument  urged  in  favour 
of  an  additional  force  was,  that  it  had  been 
rendered  necessary  by  the  increased  num- 
ber of  our  colonial  possessions.  Tliis  ar- 
gument he  could  not  admit;  it  was  at 
variance  with  the  policy  on  which  he  had 
acted— it  was  irreconcilable  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  those  acquisitions  were 
mode.  The  argument  assumed,  that  the 
new  colonies  were  of  no  use  in  adding  to 
the  securiiy  of  the  old.  It  rested  on  a 
totally  erroneous  basis  ;  for  the  induction 
ought  to  be  directly  the  other  way. 
he  would  ask,  where  was  the  danger  of 
their  being  attacked  i  Was  it  from  the 
Bsval  force  of  France,  or  of  Holland ;  or 
was  it  from  Spain  !    He  apprehended  no 

freat  alarm  could  have  yet  been  excited 
y  the  growing  navy  of  America ;  but  it 
had  been  said,  with  regard  to  Jamaica  in 
particular,  tliat  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
negro  state  in  St.  Domingo  was  a  source 
of  just  ap{>rehension.  It  had  not  been 
considered  in  this  light  when  St.  Domingo 
was  ia  Q  state  of  insurrection,  and  fit  for 
evetry  sanguinary  effort ;  not  even  when, 
in  ISOS,  that  island  was  invaded  by  a 
French  army  of  40,000  men.  No  esta- 
blishment equal  to  the  present  was  then 
considered  necessary  for  the  complete 
security  of  Jamaica.  If  it  was  against  the 
contagion  of  j)riocipIes  they  wished  to 
provide,  was  it  supposed  that  a  larger 
amount  of  garrison  could  achieve  this 
object?  Tlie  noble  lord  had  staled,  that 
the  assembly  of  Jamaica  had  undertaken 
to  pay  for  SOOO  men.  This,  then,  he  fell 
himself  justified  in  taking  as  the  maxi* 
mum,  in  their  estimation,  which  the  safety 
of  the  colony  required.  If,  therefore,  an 
additional  force  was  asked  for,  it  must  de- 
pend on  some  special  case,  which  it  was 
for  parliament  to  consider;  but  no  state- 
ment that  he  had  yet  heard  afforded  the 
shadow  of  a  pretence  for  it.  It  was  for 
the  house,  so  lon^  as  the  question  was  be- 
fore them  in  detail,  to  estimate  the  parti- 
cular danger  to  which  each  of  the  diffe- 
rent settlements  was  exposed;  because  it 
1VSS  that  danger  alone  by  which  the 
amount  of  its  military  force  ought  to  be 
tiieasured,  and  then  to  compare  this 
danger  with  the  danger  to  ourselves  at 
home,  from  a  lavish  and  improvident  ex- 
prnditurc.  With  respect  to  the  amount, 
it  should  be  recollected,  that  it  was  not 
limited  to  the  numbers  abroad,  but  that  a 
large  force  must  be  raaintiined  at  home 
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even  if  Ameriai  were  to  eotectido  ioleii- 
tioDB  at  vanance  with  thia  auppoaition* 
fVom  the  protection  of  the  lakes,  we  had 
less  cauae  for  apprehension.  When  she 
invaded  Canada,  how  did  wc  repel  her  ? 
If  dangerous  designs  were  apprehended 
from  America,  lei  us  see  how  we  then 
provided  against  her — ^let  us  see  how  we 
met  her  by  the  spirit  of  the  very  few 
British  troops  and  militia  at  our  dispoaal 
there.  He  would  suppose,  then,  that  we 
might  rely,  first,  on  the  good  faith  of 
America,  in  the  observance  of  the  treaty 
between  her  and  thia  country ;  secondly, 
on  the  natural  protection  of  the  lakes; 
and  lastly,  on  our  maritime  power,  by 
which  we  should  always  be  enabled  to 
convey  assistance  to  Canada  before  any 
armies  of  the  United  States  could  pene- 
trate any  great  way  into  that  country* 

Having  said  so  much  on  the  details  of 
the  question,  he  would  now  advert  to  a 
few  points  which  he  conceived  of  no 
small  importance  in  the  present  discus- 
sion. He  contended  that  there  was  no 
one  point  from  the  detail  stated  to  them, 
on  which  it  was  possible  for  their  lordships 
to  concur  with  tne  noble  lord  in  providioff 
such  a  force  in  a  time  of  peace.  He  had 
been  at  issue  with  the  noble  lord  and  his 
colleagues  as  to  the  question,  whether  or 
not  thev  were  starving  the  war  in  the 
Peninsula ;  and  he  had  had  no  small  diffi- 
culty in  proving  to  them  the  practicability 
of  what  they  afterwards  accomplished  so 
auccessfuUy  to  their  own  glory.  He  had 
then  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  in  our 
then  pressure  our  b^U  policy  was  to  meet 
the  difficulties  by  manly  exertions,  and  by 
tliat  determined  fortitude  which  the  nature 
of  the  contest  demanded.  But  because 
he  had  brought  forward  an  accusation 
against  the  ndble  lord  and  his  colleagues 
of  starving  the  war,  and  insisted  on  the 
beneficial  effects  which  would  result  from 
«  more  liberal  policy^  and  because  they 
had  found  that  policy  successful  even  be- 
yond their  utmost  expectations,  they 
seemed  to  think  that  there  was  the  same 
impolicy  in  starving  the  peace,  and  thtu 
the  poncy  which  was  applicable  to  war 
was  not  less  applicable  to  peace  [Hear, 
hear!].  In  war  there  was  demanded  a 
fortitude  in  submitting  to  burthens,  an 
energy  in  availing  ourselves  of  all  possible 
resources.  In  this  way  alone  could  war 
be  conducted  in  a  manner  glorious  or 
honourable  tp  a  nation.  But  economy, 
approaching  even  to  parsimony,  was  the 
panqply  of  peace  ^ear,  heart].    And 


tboae  who  ndntained  that  the  aaGrty  and 
securitjr  of  this  country  depended  on  our 
maintaminff  great  armies  m  a  period  qf 
peace,  dismayed  an  ignorance  oft  the  first 
principle  of  our  constitution;  and  not 
only  that,  but  an  ignorance  of  the  first 
principle  of  our  insular  policy.  What 
was  the  first  principle  of  our  constitution  i 
The  jealousy  of  standing  armies  was  the 
elementary  principle  of  the  constitutioo^ 
the  source  of  all  our  freedom;  not  merely 
a  jealousy  of  standing  armies  without  the 
consent  of  parliament,  but  of  standing 
armies  at  all.  The  law  contemplated  no 
such  thing  as  a  constitutional  soldiery^ 
were  the  words  of  a  Rreat  constitutional 
lawyer.  The  mutinyJbill  was  a  standing 
bulwark  of  the  jealousy  of  the  law  of  Eng* 
land  of  standing  armies,  and  proved  that 
even  in  war  they  were  an  object  of  inoea- 
sant  jealousy.  This  principle  was  not 
only  that  Of  our  constitutioi^  but  it  wa« 
deeply  rooted  in  our  insular  policy.  Lei 
him  not  be  suspected  of  maintaining  that 
because  this  country  was  an  island  she 
would  best  consult  her  security,  honour, 
and  glory,  by  not  looking  abroad,  and 
resting  completly  within  herself.  No  such 
thing---but  he  thought  this— that  thia 
country  from  her  Insular  situation— firom 
her  peculiar  sources  of  mdustry-^from 
her  naval  dominion— from  her  freedom, 
and  her  many  great  and  concentrated  re* 
sources,  which  the  whole  world  could  not 
touch  whilst  she  possessed  the  dominion 
of  the  sea,  coula  in  a  period  of  peace 
apply  herself  to  the  increase  of  her  meana 
without  danger,  and  remit  altogether  her. 
exertions  without  ceasing  to  preserre  her 
foreign  influence.  No ;  she  had  hitherto 
produced  an  influence  both  on  the  conti- 
nent and  on  the  whole  habitable  world-— 
her  influence  had  been  felt  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  globe  to  the  other;  and 
she  would  best  continue  to  maintain  it  by 
never  ceasing  to  cultivate  the  advantages' 
she  derived  from  her  insular,  situation^ 
without  forgetting  to  interfere  in  forem 
affairs  when  her  interest  and  her  glonrcb- 
manded  such  interference.  He  did  not 
need  to  point  out  particular  instances. 
Their  lordfships  would  see,  that  throughout 
our  whole  history,  from  the  earliest 
periods  down  to  the  present  time,  our 
policy  had  always  been  to  cultivate  our 
internal  resources— to  spare  the  people-^, 
to  cultivate  that  spirit  from  which  we  de- 
rived such  distinguished  advantages  in 
time  of  war  [Hear,  he^u!].  We  could 
not  keep  iip  armies  to  vie  with  those  of 
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the  powers  of  the  continent ;  but  in  a  time 
of  war,  if  we  cultivuteil  our  resources 
during  peace,  ive  might  be  sure  of  pro- 
ducing a  Buificidnt  array  to  carry  the 
Britisn  anna  into  the  heart  of  our  alli- 
ances, and  to  infufie  on  energy  into  their 
armies,  more  in  nomber  indet-d,  but  defi- 
cient in  that  spirit  which  our  Boldiera 
chiefly  derived  from  ibe  spirit  of  the 
British  constitution.  We  sbould  find  that 
this  policy  had  been  followed  by  this 
country  down  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in 
1793.  What  had  been  the  policy  of  thnt 
ffeat  man  i  It  bail  been  said,  indeed,  that 
he  repented  him  of  tliis  policy — that  he 
made  some  confession  to  some  one  or 
other,  that  be  repented  the  policy  foU 
lowed  by  him  during  the  ten  years,  from 
1783,  down  to  1T9;(;  and  that  this  rc- 
pentnnce  induced  him  to  regret  the  de- 
gree to  which  our  armies  hud  been  re- 
duced in  his  peace  establishment ;  but  the 
weakness  of  tJie  English  army  at  that  time 
was,  be  would  maintain,  the  true  cause  of 
the  mighty  efforts  which  we  aflcrivards 
made,  ana  of  enabling  us  to  fit  out  and 
maintain  the  most  poiverful  armaments. 
Now,  when  we  heard  so  much  of  the 
danger  of  reduced  establishments  iu  lime 
of  peace,  he  would  ask,  if  it  was  merely  to 
our  army  that  we  owed  our  success  in  lime 
of  wsrf  What  could  be  accomplished  by 
the  tword,  if  we  had  not  also  the  com- 
mand of  the  purse?  Great  as  had  been 
the  successes  of  our  navy,  and  of  ojr  army 
in  a  later  period,  still  we  could  not  have 
ultimately  succeeded,  had  not  we  obtained 
nssistance  in  what  we  were  too  weak  to 
accnmplieli  alone,  from  other  p 
alliance  witli  us.  But  let  us  loo 
power  of  this  country,  from  17S3,  to  1793, 
when  our  establishments  were  so  low. 
Were  there  no  prouts  then  of  our  in- 
fluence on  the  continent?  In  1787,  there 
was  an  instance  of  the  tnl^uence  of  Great 
Britain  on  the  continent,  and  of  the  wis- 
dom of  her  councils,  to  which  nothing 
eitlier  before  or  since  was,  in  his  opinion, 
superior.  lie  ulludcd  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  country  interfered  in  the  case 
of  Holland.  Was  it  necesKary  for  us  to 
hate  then  a  great  army  i  Was  it  neces- 
sary that  we  should  have  a  great  force  for 
the  purpose  of  influencing  Europe?  The 
result  was  then  produced  by  the  influence 
which  we  derived  from  our  situation ;  and 
by  a  common  feeling  at  that  time  enter- 
tained   over    the    continent,    that    from 

whenever  the  exiyeacies 


The  Maryiits  of  Lansdi/mm^i  MutiQi  on  the  [SjI' 
of  ihe  times  demanded,  to  call  those  re- 
sources into  instant  activity. 

He  held  these  to  be  true  constitutional 

principles.     Every  point  required,  in  his 

igorouB  in'resiif;Btion. 


opinion,  the  r 

The   burthens  which  would  fall   i 
people  of  this  country,  if  they  itgreed  tu 
this  establishment,  would  completelv  dc- 

Erive  them  of  the  power  of  interfering 
ereafler  with  their  former  effort  in  the 
fuirs  of  Europe,  and  strip  them  of  the 
iperiority  which  their  insular  situation 
gave  them  over  other  nations.  The  noble 
earl  had  said  it  was  impossible  to  diniini^li 
this  establishment,  more  than  to  an^amount 
of  800,0(XV.  [Here  lord  Bathurst  said 
something  across  the  table].  He  was 
very  happy  to  hear  that  a  great  deal  could 
be  taken  off;  but  admitting  the  diminu- 
tion could  not  be  more  than  that  sum; 
was  such  a  diminution  not  a  point  of  the 
utmost  importance  when  we  were  threat- 
ened with  such  a  dreadful  taxation  ?  The 
noble  eati  hud  stated,  that  if  the  establish- 
ment were  diminished  to  the  utmost  pos- 
sible extent,  there  would  still  be  occasiorr 
for  the  property  tax,  at  least  for  some  lax, 
which  should  be  equally  productive;  but 
he  would  not  only  say,  that  in  proporiiiin 
as  we  diminished  our  establishment,  onr 
taxation  would  be  lowered  ;  but  he  would 
also  state,  that  this  was  a  tax  which  ought 
not  to  be  submitted  to  in  peace,  or  in  any 
other  circumstances  than  the  extreme 
pressure  of  war ;  a  war  menacing  positive 
danger  to  the  constitution  and  the  coun- 
try. There  was  a  grand  and  fundamental 
objection  to  ibis  taxation  [Hear,  hear!]. 
The  lirand  principle  to  be  aimed  at  in  all 
taxation,  was,  that  it  should  not  touch  the 
prod uclive  powers  of  capital ;  hut  this  tax 
mterccpted  capital  in  its  progress  to  pro- 
duction. The  general  object  of  all  policy 
in  peace  was,  to  increase  our  resources ; 
but  the  principle  of  this  tax  was  directly 
opposite  to  the  first  principle  on  which  we 
sought  peace,  namely,  that  we  might  ob- 
tain that  repose  which  should  enable  us 
to  make  exertions  when  our  exigencies 
demanded  ihem.  He  would  say  nothing 
as  to  the  inquisiioriul  nature  of  the  tax. 
He  never  admitted  that  auch  a  tax  ought 
tu  be  submitted  to,  ft>r  the  sake  of  winding 
up  the  expenses  of  the  war,  or  for  the  in- 
termediate state  between  war  and  peace, 
according  to  the  new  vocabulary  [Hear, 
hear!].  He  said  at  once,  ihat  the  tax 
was  at  variance  with  every  principle  of 
taxtion  in  peace.  But  the  noble  earl  had 
said  that  tuii  tax  had  do  concern  with  the 
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It  mnt  hfve  a  con- 
cemwiifa  averVqimrioncif  expcDM.  The 
noble  lord  had  told  them  the  other  nighl, 
that  the  diitreM  of  the  couotry  wa>  owing 
to  ibtniddea  CMmtion  of  aijftem  created 
hj  tba  long  and  eztemive  war ;  that  that 
Idag  var  produced  an  artificial  itate  of 
thiogf ;  that  the  moaiter  siade  the  meant 
it  te&  on.  True,  it  did  in  MMnc  degree 
amke  the  meani  it  fed  on ;  but  when  the 
demand  of  the  <rar  waa  withdrami,  there 
wBi  alto  witbdrawD  the  material  of  taxa- 
tion, whicii  vere  derived  from  the  artificial 
scarcity  produced  hy  thoie  demand*. 
This,  however,  led  again  to  the  true  source 
aftherelief-~adiniinuti(»iafeapen*e*,thBt 
we  might  be  relieved  from  our  burthens. 
It  had  alto  been  said,  that  many  proximate 
causes  led  to  the  distress  uoder  which  we 
were  labouring.  But  who  would  deny 
that  the  main  cause  arose  from  the  arti* 
ficisl  state  into  which  the  country  waa 
thrown  by  the  war,  and  the  withdrawing 
of  that  state  on  the  return  of  peace  ^  The 
noble  earl  had  told  them  that  the  tame 
distress  existed  at  the  termination  nf  the 
American  and  former  wan.  But  the  dis- 
treis  arose  then  from  the  war,  and  not 
from  the  peace.  There  never  before 
existed  any  war  like  the  iatt,  which,  partly 
from  its  duration,  and  partly  firam  ita 
nature,  created  such  on  artificial  state  of 
things  in  the  country,  at  to  malce  the  re- 
turn of  peace  be  considered  as  a  calamity, 
and  increased  the  difficulties  of  existing 
burthent,  instead  of  effecting  a  relief  from 
them.  But  they  must  look  to  their  sole 
resource  in  such  difficulties — a  diminu- 
tion of  their  ettabltahmentt.  The  two 
great  grounds  on  which  ministen  rested 
the  claim  for  so  large  an  establishment  at 
home  were  Grst,  the  reserve  neceatary 
for  the  relief  of  the  troops  on  fbre^  Sta- 
tions;  and  lecondly,  the  great  demaiid 
for  troops  for  the  tuppfetiton  of  amng* 
gling,  wnich  requited  a  great  force  to  be 
alwaya  stationed  on  the  coast.  Ha  had 
heard  of  many  extensive  acfaeities  on  that 
aubjeot,  and  he  did  not  know  whether 
tome  of  them  bad  not  been  partly  carried 
into  execution.  He  bad  hoard  it  stated, 
that  not  cavalry  alone,  but  infkntry  also, 
were  to  be  itationed  along  the  whole  coast. 
The  noble  eari  had  told  tbem,  that  he 
knew  of  only  one  other  way  of  suppressing 
smuggling,  and  that  was  the  reductionef 
the  import  duties.  He  sbould  think,  bow- 
ever,  that  there  was  another — the  doe 
execution  of  the  laws  against  smugglers. 
H»  uaderstood  that  there  wia  it  preaent 
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the  greateat  rafacntion  in  the-Uwi  igiinat 
smugglers,  even  ifker  jodgmenu  of  oourtt 
of  law  had  been  pronounced  agaiatt  thenw 
A  law  bad  sometime  ago  passed,  giving  tlw 
treasury  a  discretionary  power  in  execo^ 
ing  sentences  againit  smugglers;  and  !>• 
did  believe  that  the  treasury  had  exerdsed 
that  power,  not  he  would  say,  with  an  in- 
dulgence, but  a  laxity,  which  had  In  « 
great  measure  disarnwd  the  law  of  its  effi- 
cacy. When  ministers,  therefore,  colled 
on  them  for  a  great  military  force  for  tlw 
suppression  of  smugglmg,  he  wanted  Gnt  ' 
to  koow  how  the  law  had  been  execated^ 
They  were  not  now  aldin;;  the  power  of 
commitsionera  of  excise  and  cuetoma  with 


a  military  power,  but  Hicy  were  C0D»ert- 


tlic  IkiiIi,  and 
cliii'i;  boiists, 
.^Hk  linuOkcr- 
niiil  ihiiik  this 
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S   lie  did  noi 


ing  that  military  power, 
venue  officers.  They  ivm 
miMiooed  officers.koigh- ol 
knights  commanders,  ^  ii 
for  the  purpose  of  seizing' 
chiefs  and  ribbons.  He-  sin 
scarcely  consistent  with  tlie 
army.  When  be  said  ilil^ 
mean  that  it  was  incfinsi-ii.iit  ivjili  tlie 
honour  of  the  army  to  aid  occasionally 
the  civil  power ;  but  this  was  cooTening* 
them  into  downright  revenue  officers,  for 
seven  whole  regiments  of  cavalry  were  to 
be  converted  into  revenue  officers.  Every 
person  who  had  bad  an  opporlnnitj 
of  watching  the  execution  of  the  revenue 
laws,  knew  that  smuggling  was  a^trado 
carried  on  by  cunning  and  fraud  against 
vigilance.  But  if  the  war  againu  tmug- 
gters  was  to  be  carried  on  by  force  matead 
of  vigilanco^iy  ttationing  great  bodies  of 
troops  almg  the  coast,  the  frauds  would 
elude  them  at  every  point.  The  nobis 
earl  oppoaite  (Liverpool)  would  gain  very 
few  laurels  by  victories  over  contraband 
traders  on  the  keiBhts  of  Walmer,  for  the 
tradeta  would  take  good  care  never  to 
encounter  him  there  [A  laugh].  He 
would  tay,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  was  ■ 
monstrous  evasion  of  the  first  principles  of 
our  constitution,  to  convert  cavalry  into 
revenue  (^cera;  and  in  the  next  ploc^ 
that  ibey  would  be  found  altogether  nnflt 
ivt  tbe  piupoae  for  which  thej  were  in- 
tended. 

With  renecl  to  the  force  for  Ireland,- 
he  diffitred  from  almost  every  person  whose 
opinion  he  had  heard.  Until  he  received 
from  his  majesty's  mioiiters  a  clear  expo- 
sition of  the  measures  they  had  in  con- 
templatton  for  allying  the  agiutiona, 
which  from  all  quarter*  he  knew  to  exist 
in  that  country— which  had  bean  lo  ably 
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iTiinrihnrt  bj  t  ndbla  friend  of  bk  whom 
fto  mm  in  hit  pbu309.aiid  so  doqiioDtly  de« 
leribed  in  another  House  by  the  secretanr 
lor  that  country— (and  here  he  admitteoy 
that  too  much  credit  could  not  be  given 
to  Ae  present  lord  lieutenant,  for  liis 
honest,  worthjyand  upright  administration) 
—until  he  heard  that  the  force  was  to  be 
accompanied  by  something  like  measures 
of  a  soodnnR  and  healing  nature  for  that 
desolated  ana  afflicted  country,  he  could 
BOt  YOte  for  the  establishment  of  such  a 
Jfaroeb    The  idea  that  the  wounds  of  a 
flouqtrv,  distressed  like  Ireland,  were  to 
be  healed  by  the  oblivious  antidote  of  an 
•BfabUshment  of  25,000  troops,  was  what 
BO^-man  in  bis  senses  could  entertain.  But, 
SM  die  noUe  earl»  had  there  nerer  been 
£ffiOOO  men  in  Ireland  before.   Was  there 
Mver'a  period  when  the  force  in  that 
Country  was  much  greater?  But  this  force 
waa,.fiir  the  purpose  of  aTertiae  much 
mceater  evils,  when  dangers  of  au  kinds, 
ffom  rd>ellion  and  invasion,  threatened 
that  country.    But  the  ^estion  now  was 
thist  we  were  now  arrived  at  peac^— 
God  grant  it  might  last !— we  were  now  in 
'«  permd  of  security— there  was  no  danger 
now.    No  machinations  of  Fkanoe  could 
have  any  power  in  Ireland.     No  such 
things  as  machinations  could  be  carried 
on  in  Ireland.    Now,  tben»  when  we  were 
commencing  an  era  of  peace,  were  we  to 
Tote  ^,000  men  as  absolately  necessary 
for  carrying  on  tlie  ordinary  purposes  of 
ffovemment  in  Ireland,  without  inquiring 
Uirther  into  thef  views  and  purposes  of  that 
government?    The  noble  esrl  had  told 
them,  that  no  law  now  existed  there — 
that  tythesy  the  very  foundation  of  the 
church,  was  the  subject  of  perpetual  litiga- 
tion.    Htt  noble  fi^end  had  told  them, 
that  these  evils  had  lasted  a  Ions  time, 
and  yet  the  noble  lord  chose  to  tell  tliem 
the  other  night,  that  they  ought  not  to  in- 
quire into  them.    And  why  ?  Because  no 
man  could  put  down  the  disturbances  of 
that  country  with  lenity.   But  he,  for  one, 
would  give  a  negative  to  this  proposed 
establishment  for  Irehmd ;  and  ne  would 
address  the  noble  lord  and  his  colleagues, 
In  nearly  the  last  words  of  a  learned  and 
eloquent  lord  in  that  House,  addressed  to 
a  foiTmer  ministry,  during  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  lusturbances  of  America. 
'*  You  send  to  America  your  commis- 
sioners with  a  sword  in  one  hand,  and  laws 
sharper  than  the  sword  in  the  other.'' 
Untu  his  majesty's  ministers  by  an  in- 
quiiy  into  the  suqect,  showed  the  neces* 


nty  of  th%  measures  which  they  had  \tk 
view,  and  which  required  so  large  an  csta-^ 
Uidnoent,  he,  for  one,  would  not  give  hw 
vote  for  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  demand  made  by 
his  majesty's  ministers,  seemed  to  hii» 
oontraiy  to  the  principles  of  our  constitu- 
tion, contrary  to  our  insular  policy,  con* 
trary  to  the  advantaffeous  use  of  our  re- 
sources; and,  therefore,  it  could  only  be 
justified,  if  justified  at  all,  on  the  general 
principle,  which  had  not  been  stated  that 
night,  but  had  been  stated  before  in  the 
speech  from  the  throne — that  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  maintenance  of  our  statioa 
in  Europe,  that  we  should  keep  up  a  laree 
force  in  time  of  peace.  This  principle^ 
when  examined,  would  be  found  at  vari- 
ance wiUi  the  statement  of  the  noble  lord^ 
who  maintained  that  the  whole  was  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  that  nothing  was 
asloBd  for  this  grand  and  general  object 
whiidi  had  been  so  loud^  stated— the 
maintaining  our  high  station  in  Europe. 
Overladen  with  laurels  as  we  now  were.  It 
would  not  be  denied,  that  there  were  pe- 
riods when  we  filled  as  high  a  station  ia 
Europe  as  we  did  at  the  present  period. 
In  the  rrign  of  king  William,  and  the  end 
of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  it  would 
hardly  be  denied  that  our  station  in  Europe 
was  as  high  as  it  was  now— In  some  consi- 
derations it  was  higher.  But  to  see  what 
was  necessary  to  maintain  the  high  station 
which  we  now  held,  let  us  advert  to  the 

§  resent  state  of  Europe.  Was  it  not  evi- 
ent,  that  the  successes  of  the  French, 
which  enabled  them  to  overrun  Europe, 
were  gained  over  military  raonarchs? 
Were  not  Russia  and  Austria  military 
monarchies?  Did  not  Prut^sia  spring, 
armed  as  it  were,  from  the  head  of  her 
founder,  Frederick  the  Great  ?  With  much 
labour  we  had  long  endeavoured,  and  at 
last  accomplished,  the  revival  of  the  three 
great  military  powers  in  question.  And 
when  we  had  accomplished  our  great  ob- 
ject, the  destruction  of  the  great  military 
despot  of  Europe,  ministers  then  turned 
round  upon  us,  and  told  us  to  arm  against 
the  power  we  had  ourselves  created.  We 
had  raised  these  three  great  powers  to  the 
highest  point  of  military  perfection,  and  it 
would  reouire  a  corresponding  force  of 
our  own,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  them 
down.  The  noble  earl  (Bat hurst)  might 
shake  his  head,  but  that  was  the  amount 
of  his  argument.  Oh !  but  we  were  told 
of  the  great  and  dreadful  danger  tobe  ap- 
jwdiendad  horn  the  prevalence  of  the  mi* 
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litary  gpirit  in  Europe.  It  seemed  that 
the  sound  of  drum  and  trumpet,  and  spirit- 
stirring  fife,  were  rousing  and  nourishing 
such  a  military  ardour,  that  some  remedy 
became  necessary.  And  what  was  the 
remedy  proposed  ?  An  enormous  military 
establishment.  In  order  to  check  the 
growth  of  the  military  spirit  abroad,  it  was 
proposed  to  have  an  immense  standing  army 
at  home!  In  order  to  ensure  tlie  triumph  of 
civil  habits  and  civil  liberty  over  military 
feelings  and  military  despotism,  it  was  grave- 
ly counselled  to  establish  a  permanent  force 
of  150,000  armed  men !  Could  any  thing 
be  more  inconsistent  and  absurd !  The 
old  policy  of  the  country — that  policy,  by 
adhering  to  which  it  had  maintained  its 
glory  through  ages,  and  had  been  enabled 
to  achieve  its  present  lofty  character — 
that  policy  was  now  to  be  abandoned,  and 
we  were  to  encumber  ourselves  with  an 
army  in  peace  larger  than  we  ever  kept 
on  foot  even  in  war,  for  the  strange  pur- 
pose and  view,  as  it  appeared,  of  teaching 
a  great  moral  lesson  to  Europe,  that  mili- 
tary establishments  were  extremely  dan- 
gerous. Wliat  would  our  allies  say  to  a 
doctrine  of  peace  enforced  with  such  war- 
like arguments?  Would  they  not  say, 
that  the  very  arrangements  lately  made  at 
congress  formed  of  themselves  a  decided 
refutation  of  such  maxims?  What  indeed 
was  the  inference  from  that  speech  which 
had  been  uttered  by  a  noble  lord  on  a  for- 
mer occasion — a  speech  more  like  that  of 
a  quarter-master- general  than  of  a  states- 
man, in  which  there  had  been  so  much 
said  about  frontiers  and  lines  and  positions 
and  centres  of  attack  and  defence  ?  Did 
not  this  mean  (if  it  meant  any  thing),  that 
the  situation  of  the  continental  powers, 
with  respect  to  each  other,  must  necessa- 
rily be  military  ?  What,  then,  would  the 
emperor  of  Austria  say  to  our  standing 
military  lecture  against  military  establish- 
ments ?  In  answer  to  our  mild,  tempe- 
rate remonstrance,  presented  in  the  shape 
of  150,000  men,  would  he  not  say,  «<  If 
you  have  need  of  so  large  an  army  to  check 
the  military  spirit,  how  can  I  do  without 
an  army,  who  have  so  large  a  territory, 
which  can  only  be  kept  by  military  occu- 
pation ?  You  have  given  me  a  Bavarian 
frontier  and  Italian  states,  but  how  am  I 
to  maintain  them,  except  by  powerful  ar*- 
mies?"  Would  not  the  language  of  Rus- 
sia and  of  Prus>ia  be  to  the  same  effect  > 
Would  they  not  say  to  us,  **  before  we  re- 
duce our  establishments,  do  you  reduce 
yours.''  And  most  justly  woold  they  make 


such  replyt  for  nothing  could  be  more  ridi- 
culous than  our  appeal  to  them  to  reduoe 
their  armies,  when  it  had  hitherto  ever 
been  considered  as  an  axiom,  that  the 
circumstance  of  the  three  great  powers  of 
the  continent  being  military  monarchieif 
was  absolutely  essential  to  the  safety  ot 
Europe.  How  could  we  apprehend  any 
danger  from  them,  either  to  each  other  or 
to  ourselves,  leagued  together  as  they 
were  by  holy  treaties,  and  sworn  not  even 
to  lead  their  armies  to  battle,  except  in  the 
pure  spirit  of  christian  charity  [  A  laugh, 
and  hear,  hear!]  ?  But  even  if  there  were 
any  danger,  could  we  avert  it  by  our  ar- 
mies ?  Was  any  military  force  that  we 
could  raise  able  to  strike  them  with  ter- 
ror ?  The  only  way  in  which  we  could 
inspire  them  with  terror  would  be,  by  re- 
curring to  our  old  policy — by  maintaining 
and  cherishing  those  constitutional  princi- 
ples, and  that  free  spirit,  which  were  the 
true  strength  of  the  country,  and  had 
enabled  us  to  efiPect  such  astonishing  re- 
sults. 

In  whatever  way,  then,  he  considered 
this  question  of  the  establishment,  he  could 
not  but  pronounce  it  as  dangerous  to  the 
constitution.  A  noble  lord,  indeed,  had 
said  in  that  House  that  Justice  was  armed; 
and  another  person  (a  man  of  genius  pro* 
bably)  had  said,  in  another  House,  that 
Wittdom  was  armed.  Why,  then,  he  sup- 
posed it  would  be  asked,  should  not  peace 
be  heavily  armed  too?  It  was  a  pity  that 
gentlemen  who  made  such  pretty  classical 
allusions  should  not  understand  the  force 
of  the  metaphors  which  they  had  adopted. 
He  apprehended  that  when  these  fabulous 
ladies  were  said  metaphorically  to  be 
armed,  it  was  meant  that  they  were  armed 
intrinsically,  not  externally.  It  was  not 
intended  that  wisdom  should  go  in  uni^ 
form,  or  justice  be  accoutred  cap-a-pie^ 
with  a  spear  in  her  hand,  and  ride,  oa 
horseback !  The  less,  indeed,  that  wi^ 
dom  and  justice  had  to  do  witb  armour, 
the  better  for  the  nation;  for  seldom 
woukl  it  be  found  that  these  qualities  had 
much  influence  in  armed  states.  But  it 
seemed  there  was  no  danger,  all  our  feara 
were  visionary :  the  noble  lord  had  told 
us,  that  though  our  troops  should  be  so 
increased  in  number  as  to  overspread  the 
whole  country,  yet  tliat  no  harm  could 
arise  which  would  not  be  checked  by  the 
power  of  the  free  press  and  of  public  opi* 
nion.  Would  it  not,  however,  be  better 
to  attend  in  the  first  instance  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  this  free  press,  to  the  lemon^ 
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'tranee  of  this  pubTic  IffAiton,  and  thus 
prevent  Uie  evil,  instim  of  afterwards 
oaring -recouirse  to  these  jpowers  to  check 
an  evil  already  existing  r  For  his  own 
jmrt  he  woirid  prefer  this  course  to  any  re- 
liance on  the  noble  lord,  notwithstanding 
his  two  boasted  forces,  and  even  notwith- 
standing his  two  new  allies,  justice' and 
fv:Jsdoni,  though  both  should  be  in  armour. 

The  noble  marquis  said,  he  could  not 
conchide  this  protest  against  large  mili- 
tary establishments,  without  blowing 
his  just  tribute  of  praise  on  the  arm^  and 
its  conductors.  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  and  he  did  not  see  why  the  pre* 
aence  of  the  illustrious  person  (the  duke 
of  York)  should  prevent  him  trom  ex- 
pressing his  sincere  ophaion,  that  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  late  war  were  mainly  attri- 
butable to  the  exertions  of  the  illustrious 
indirtdaal  at  the  head  of  the  army,  whose 
impartiality,  and  ardour  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  bodi  of  officers  and 
aoldiers,  were,  he  believed,  universally  al- 
lowed ;  nor  would  he  withhold  his  opmion 
that,  to- the  illustrious  person  at  the  head 
of  the  government  were  also  attributable, 
in  a  very  eminent  degree,  not  only  the 
'  result  of  our  operations,  but  the  operations 
themselves.  To  him  also  might  be  as- 
cribed many  of  our  essential  military  hn-/ 
provements,  concerning  which,  however, 
fie  would  say  no  more,  than  that  he  firmly 
believed,  that  even  as  to  dress,- most  of  the 
alterations  introduced  had  contributed  to 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  sol- 
dier ;  nor  did  he  think  that  even  the  ridi- 
culous fopperies  of  a  part  of  the  army 
would  have  excited  fo  much  disgust  and 
contempt,  but  for  the  alarm  entertained 
on  account  of  an  enormous  standing  army 
^  time  of  peace. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  said,  he  felt  it  in- 
cumbent upon  him  to  offer  some  observa- 
tions on  the  view  taken  by  the  last  speaker 
of  the  military  force  proposed  to  be  main- 
tained for  tlie  present  year,  and  some  de- 
fence of  that  arrangement  which  had  been 
arraigned  bv  the  noble  marquis.  He  had 
listened  to  his  noble  friend  with  that  at- 
tention wliich  was  due  to  every  thing  that 
came  from  him,  and  it  was  painful  to  his 
feelings  to  learn  that  no  part  of  the  con- 
duct of  bis  majc>ity's  mmisters  had  had 
the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  his  appro- 
bation. The  noble  marquis  had  condemned 
the  whole  of  those  military  establishments 
which,  in  the  present  state  of  Eurbpe,  the 
Prince  Regent  s  ministers  had  thought  it 
absolutely   necessary   to   maiataioy  and 


most  say  ho  had  thought  his  noble  friend 
rather  inctosistent  with  himself,  when 
speaking  oo  these  establishments,  and 
when  expressing  his  sentiments  on  the 
peace.  Although,  while  delivering  hia 
opinions  on  the  last-mentioned  subiect,  he 
had  seen  little  reason  to  congratulate  the 
country  on  the  security  they  had  gained, 
for  all  the  sacrifices  thejr  had  made— he^ 
nevertheless,  when  speakmg  of  the  number 
of  troops  which  it  was  proposed  to  keep 
up,  had  appeared  to  think  the  peace  so 
amply  secured,  and  all  our  colonies  so  per- 
fectly safe,  that  a  question  might  be 
raised,  whether  any  military  force  what- 
ever was  necessary  for  their  defence. 
That,  it  had  been  well  saki  by  his  noble 
friend,  was  a  relative  token  of  the  advan- 
tages we  had  gained.  How  far  an  ex* 
tended  military  establishment  might  be 
consistent  with  the  constitution  of  thia 
country,  or  suitable  to  the  state  of  our  fi* 
nances,  were  questions  which  might  pro* 
perly  be  brougnt  into  discussion ;  but  he 
did  not  fear  to  oppose  the  inferencea 
which  had  been  drawn  from  the  details  of 
the  present  estimates,  and  to  contend  that 
there  was  nothing  in  them  to  be  viewed 
with  alarm  for  their  effect  upon  either.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  assert  it  to  be  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  narrowness  of  omr  peace  es- 
tablishments had  in  former  times  been  the 
cause  of  war,  and  had  thrown  on  the 
country  a  larger  expenditure  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  called  for,  while  to 
these  might  justly  be  ascribed,  an  incal- 
culable waste  of  human  life.  Whatever 
might  be  said  in  praise  of  the  establishment 
of  179t^,  it  was  due  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Pitt  to  state,  that  in  his  opinion  it  was 
smaller  than  it  ought  to  have  been.  The 
correctness  of  that  opinion  had  been  fa- 
tally proved  by  experience. 

A  noble  lord  had  described  the  splendid 
achievements  of  our  army  as  having  pro- 
ceeded from  a  body  of  men  comparatively 
small,  and  fresh  from  the  pursuits  of  civil 
life ;  and  to  this  last  circumstance  he  had 
seemed  so  ascribe  the  great  successes 
which  had  crowned  their  arms  in  the 
cause  of  their  country.  It  was  true,  that 
all  that  could  be  done  by  heroism,  all 
that  could  be  done  by  loyalty,  all  that 
could  be  done  by  zeal,  all  that  could  be 
done  by  the  most  sincere  devotion  to  their 
country's  glory,  had  at  all  times  been 
efibcted  by  the  British  army.  But  it  was 
equally  true,  that  at  all  times  their  num- 
bers had  been  such  as  to  admit  of  the 
display  of  those  noble  qualities  being  made 
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ts  adfftiitMMQi  ibr  the  interatl  of  the 
nation^  ■•  m  the  character  of  the  indivU 
doelt  tbemiehrei.  If  thejr  cast  their  ejet 
hack-  on  the  events  which  occurred  earlr 
in  tbb  war— if  they  looked  at  the  difficul- 
ties which  the  goremnient  had  to  contend 
with  before  it  could  fit  out  even  a  small 
expedition  *if  they  looked  at  the  unaroid- 
ibte  delays  which  had  occurred«  at  the 
enormous  bounties  which  it  had- been  ne* 
cessary  to  pay,  and  at  the  fruitless  efforts 
which  had  been  mode,  it  would  be  seen 
how  unfortunate  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  at  the  fieriod  to  which  he 
alluded.  The  difficulties  which  he  had 
described  had  probably  been  only  sur- 
mounted, by  an  appeal  to  the  public  spirit 
of  individuals.  He  should  ever  remember 
with  pride  and  satisfaction  the  manner  in 
which  this  appeal  had  been  answered. 
Those  who  then  stood  forward,  had  estab- 
lished their  own  claims  to  glory  and  re- 
nown; but  remembering  this,  he  could 
not  forget  the  numerous  evils  which,  not- 
withstanding their  patriotism,  had  been 
endured  in  consequence  of  the  peace  es- 
tablishment having  been  made  on  too 
narrow  a  scale.  This,  he  contended,  for 
a  very  considerable  period,  had  had  the 
efiect  of  crippling  all  our  exertions  in  the 
war,  and  had,  he  repeated  it,  caused  the 
nation  to  sustain  an  enormous  expense  in 
money,  and  an  incalculable  loss  of  life. 
To  this  circumstance— to  the  weakness  of 
our  army,  he  believed  we  might  ascribe 
many  of  the  calamities  which  had  grown 
out  of  the  late  waif  the  object  of  which 
would  probably  have  been  accomplished 
at  a  much  earlier  period  than  it  was,  had 
our  military  force  been  in  a  respectable 
state  of  efficiency  at  its  commencement. 
How  insufficient  our  army  had  been,  might 
be  seen  if  we  turned  to  the  glorious  his- 
tory of  the  CMperations  at  Toulon,  it  an 
eany  period  of  the  contest,  and  to  that  of 
the  events  which  took  place  in  the  West 
Indies  when  sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  was 
sent  thither  with  an  expedition.  Our 
army  was  then  so  weak,  that  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  war  department, 
bad  found,  with  consternation  that  he  had 
not  a  disposeable  force  at  his  command, 
of  more  than  7«500  men.  It  was  then 
that  1,800  officers  had  been  of  necessity, 
pUM^  upon  half-pay,  and  here  it  was 
proper  that  he  shouM  state  a  fact,  which 
redounded  to  the  eternal  honour  of  that 
duke,  who  was  then^  and  who 
now,  at  the  head  of  die-  army :  he 
{Mnailted  1^  military  petNMge  to  be 
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exercised,  tQI  these  officers  had  been  pro^ 
vided  widi  new  commissions,  and  were 
restored  to  their  former  situation  fan  the 
service.  The  result  of  this,  had  been.n 
display  of  heroism  on  the  part  of  these 
officers,  who  had  immortalised  their  own 
names,  and  contributed  largely  to  the 
splendid  success  of  the  war.  The  noble 
viscount  then  described  the  feeble  state  of 
the  army  in  1796  and  again  in  1798,  whea 
it  was  painful  to  reflect,  that  the  govern- 
ment had  not  more  than  2600  regular 
troops  to  protect  the  country  from  m 
threatened  invasion.  Such  was  the  me« 
lancholy  situation  in  which  the  British 
nation  had  been  placed,  in  consequence  of 
the  low  state  to  which  our  military  power 
was  reduced  by  the  peace  estabUsnment 
whicli  succeeded  the  war  that  was  dosed 
in  178S. 

Afler  the  peace  of  1802,  the  roost  eco- 
nomical course  which  could  be  adopted 
was  judsed  to  be  that  which  maintained 
a  considerable  army  in  a  state  of  effi* 
ciency,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  thoee 
evils  which  had  flowed  from  an  opposite 
policy.  Notwithstanding  all  the  ground- 
less diarffes  preferred  against  that  govern- 
ment, a  force  of  95,000  troops  had  htM 
kept  up  with  the  sanction  or  parliamentt 
till  after  the  definitive  treaty  or  peace  had 
been  signed.  The  force  kept  up  in  1808 
consisted  of  95,000  soldiers  and  50^000 
seamen.  SulMcquently  40,000  troops  on 
account  of  England  and  80,000  for  Ire- 
land were  called  for,  as  the  force  necessaij 
to  be  nsaintained  in  time  of  peace.  WIm 
respect  to  that  peace,  whatever  'imirfit 
have  been  said  or  it,  he,  fiur  from  temog 
shame  for  the  part  he  had  in  making  it| 
should  ever  reflect  with  pride  and  satis- 
faction on  the  course  which  he  bad  thoiwht 
it  his  duty  to  pursue  on  that  occasion. 
Had  not  that  peace  been  made,  and  had 
not  the  fact  been  proved,  that  war  wasf 
the  choice  of  France  and  not  of  England^, 
had  not  the  British  public  been  thoa' 
taught  the  true  character  of  the  enemy^' 
he  was  sure  those  exertions  would  never 
have  been  made,  and  those  resoorcee 
could  never  have  been  found,  which  were 
subsequently  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
government  of  the  country,  and  which  had 
finally  enabled  them  to  bring  the  war  to 
that  trium][4umt  conclusion  which  now* 
filled  us  with  exultation.  But,  whatever' 
were  the  censures  which  were  lavished  on 
that  peace,  amidst  all  the  objections  uiged 
against  its  conditions  and  its  poUgr,  it 
never  was  once  asserted^  that  ue  force 
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then  propnaed  to  be  kept  up  in  time  of 
peace  could  prove  in  ojiy  way  dangci'ou* 
M  the  constitution.  Though  fault  was 
found  wiih  the  policy  of  the  minister  who 
coDcluded  that  peace,  among  all  the  vari- 
ous objcctiona  which  had  proceeded  from 
diHerent  quarters,  never  had  the  army  to 
be  mainlaiDcd  under  it,  been  viewed  as 
the  subject  of  rational  alarm  by  the  friends 
to  the  Uritish  constilution.  If,  then,  no 
Euch  cry  was  raised  at  that  period,  what 
was  there  in  the  establishment  now  pr^- 

{losed  that  could  justify  that  anxiety  and 
ear  which  was  expressed  i 

In  IS06,whennegociationB  were  entered 
into  with  France  by  the  noble  baron  op- 
posite, on  the  basis  of  the  uii  possidetis, 
be  would  ask  if  those  negociations,  in 
which  he  knew  the  noble  baron  to  have 
been  sincere,  Iiad  terminated  in  peace, 
could  a  sroailcr  peace  establishment  than 
that  now  proposed  have  been  securely 
adopted  ?  He  was  satis6ed  a  smaller  could 
not  tiave  been  thought  of.  Closed  on  the 
basis  of  the  uti  possidetis,  which  would 
have  leil  France  m  posses^iion  of  all  the 
dominion  which,  up  to  that  period,  her 
ambitious  ruler  usurped  on  the  continent, 
was  it  possible  he  could  be  told  that  a 
smaller  peace  establishment  could  have 
been  recommended  lo  parliament.'  One 
at  least  as  large  would  have  been  neces- 
sary, and  that  for  a  longer  period  than 
that  now  intended  to  he  kept  up.  He 
congratulated  the  House  and  [he  country, 
and,  most  of  ail,  he  congratulated  the 
noble  lords  opposile,  that  tliose  negocia- 
tions  had  not  terminated  in  peace.  They, 
more  than  any  other  persona  in  the  coun- 
try, must  rejoice  in  seeing  that  the  nation 
had  happily  avoided  the  danger  which 
then  menaq^d  it.  Had  iheir  negociations 
brought  about  that  pacification,  which  he 
knew  it  was  the  smcere  wish  of  their 
hearts  to  effect,  it  would  have  lell  the  then 
ruler  of  France  on  bis  usurped  throne,  and 
not  only  would  he  have  retained  sovereign 
power,  in  contempt  of  all  right,  and  in  de- 
nance  of  all  law,  over  the  territories  of  the 
legitimate  king  of  France,  but  he  would 
have  had  dominion  over  other  parts  of  the 
continent ;  and  would  it  then  have  been 
possible  for  those  precautions  to  have 
t>een  taken  which  had  now  been  enforced 
by  the  allies?  Would  it  then  have  been 
possible  to  have  obtained  possession  of 
the  French  fortresses  f  Would  it  then 
have  been  possible  to  have  established 
those  checks  on  ambition  which  tbti  army 
now  Btatioq^  oq  the  French  frontier,  and 


the  other  arrangements  made  by  the  late 
treaty  had  supplied  i  No :  these  advan- 
tages could  not  have  been  obtained  ;  and 
he  therefore  thanked  God  that  the  counsel 
of  the  noble  lords  opposite  had  been  re- 
jected on  that  occasion  by  parliament  and 
by  the  country.  He  would  ask  them, 
under  the  circumstances  which  must  have 
accompanied  a  peace  concluded  at  that 
time,  could  they  have  proposed  In  parlia- 
ment a  smaller  establishment  than  the 
present  ^  They  might  have  saved  a  thou* 
sand  men  in  one  colony,  and  five  hundred 
in  another,  and  thus,  perhaps,  a  force 
smaller  than  that  now  to  be  kept  up  by 
two  or  three  thousand  troops,  might  have 
been  demanded;  but  would  they  say  that 
a  larger  force  than  35,000  men  for  Eng- 
land would  not  have  been  indispensably 
necessary  i  Whatever  might  be  their  opi- 
nion, he  was  sure  that  House  and  ttie 
country  would  feel  with  him,  that  a 
smaller  military  force  would  not  have 
been  sufficient. 

The  question  now  before  the  House 
was,  whether  the  army  proposed  to  b« 
maintained  was  greater  than  was  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  of  the  country,  and  the 
security  of  our  foreign  possessions?  They 
had  heard  a  great  deal  about  a  standing 
army  being  unknown  to  the  conttitutioii, 
but  when  it  was  remembered  that  the  mi- 
litia, but  for  domestic  service,  could  not 
be  compelled  to  carry  arms  more  than 
twenty-eight  days  in  the  year,  it  would  be 
seen  that  the  words  which  seventy  or  a 
hundred  years  ago  bad  been  introduced 
into  the  mutiny  bill,  and  which  carrying 
into  etfect  the  wise  principles  on  which 
our  ancestors  octed,  had  given  a  force  to 
defend  the  Crown,  to  protect  the  foreign 
possessions  of  the  country,  and  to  main* 
tain  the  balance  of  power  m  Europe,  were 
not  now  to  be  neglected.  By  maintaining 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  it  was 
meant  lo  maintain  the  peace  of  Europe, 
88  without  the  bulance  of  power  being  es- 
tablished, it  was  tolerably  clear  its  peace 
could  not  be  secured. — The  noble  mar- 
quis had  made  some  observations  oa  the 
distribution  of  the  force  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  maintain,  on  which  he  felt  it  ne- 
cessary to  offer  a  few  words.  He  had 
particularly  dwelt  on  that  portion  of  it 
which  was  intended  for  the  defence  of  our 
possessions  in  the  East.  To  the  noble 
marquis  it  might  appear,  that  20,000  men 
( the  force  which  he  formerly  winhed  to  be 
kepi  up  for  the  defence  of  India  and  Cey- 
lon) were  no  longer  neceasar/.     Without 
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•ccoting  bim  of  ineoMiileDcy,  he  would 
contend  tbu  gofernment  were  bound  to 
pay  M  moch  ettentioD  to  the  repretenta- 
tiont  of  the  noUe  lord  who  now  held  the 
high  titoation  of  goremor-general  of  India, 
aa  it  was  fermerW  their  duty  to  ^^sfz  to 
the  iQggettionfl  of  the  noble  niarqmt.  He 
bad  recommended  that,  under  existioff 
drcumstancet,  the  army  of  India  should 
be  maintained  as  it  formerly  had  been  es- 
tablish^, and  while  go?emment  were  yet 
uncertain  whether  or  not  the  war  in  that 
part  of  the  world  had  terminated,  surely 
It  was  not  their  duty  tp  diminish  that  force 
which  was  already  under  arms.  To  take 
away  the  means  of  prosecuting  the  war 
with  Yigour,  if  unhappily  it  should  still  be 
going  on,  was  surely  not  that  course  which 
the  noble  marqub,  who  so  ranch  objected 
to  starving  a  war,  would  recommend  to 
the  adoptioD  of  mmisters. 

He  now  came  to  notice  the  force  kept 
up  in  the  West  India  islands.  The  troops 
stationed  there  amounted  to  9,000.  Of 
these  4,000  were  blacks,  and  2,000  were 
deserters.  This  force  could  not  be  re- 
duced without  fpeil  inconvenience,  even 
if  the  whole  of  it  were  not,  strictly  speak* 
ing,  necessary  for  the  defence  of  those 
cdonies,  as  it  was  dilBcnlt  to  tell  in  what 
wajr  the  individuals  composing  it  could  be 
satisfactorily  disposed  of.  As  to  America, 
to  him  it  was  inconceivable  how  an  army 
of  9,500  men  could  be  objected  to,  when 
it  was  remembered  that  we  had  a  frontier 
of  a  thousand  miles  in  extent  to  defend, 
and  garrisons,  dock-yards,  and  military 
establishments  to  protect.  He  was  as 
willidg  as  any  man  could  be,  to  effect 
every  possible  saving  for  the  public,  but 
he  would  not  consent  to  an  arrangement 
so  fatal  to  our  interests,  as  that  must  be, 
which  went  to  reduce  this  force.  He  con- 
sidered that  which  he  had  now  asserted, 
would  be  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
every  one  who  looked  back  to  the  history 
of  tne  last  two  years.  To  that  jealousy, 
which  was  ever  anxious  to  watch  over  the 
establishment  of  a  standing  army,  be  was 
convinced  we  owed  the  preservation  of  the 
British  constitution.  He  wished  still  to 
see  this  spirit  survive ;  but  he  denied  that 
there  was  any  thing  in  the  arrangements 
now  proposed  by  government,  that  ought 
to  be  received  with  alarm.  The  character 
of  our  present  army  was  not  such  aa 
threatened  the  existence  of  our  liberties. 
The  officers  who  composed  h  were  not 
adventurers,  like  those  who  recendy  fol- 
lowed the  osoiper  of  the  tbrane  v  the 


king  of  Firance.  They  did  not  enter  the 
service  to  gnllAr  their  thhrst  for  rajune 
and  plunder.  They  consisted  of  the  gen- 
try and  sons  of  the  {[entry  of  the  countfy, 
and  in  their  connexions  we  had  the  surest 
pledges  of  then*  attachment  to  that  con- 
stitutional  liberty  which  they  fought  to 
defend.  The  25,000  men  to  be  kept  up 
in  England  were  barely  sufficient,  whea 
the  necessary  deductions  Were  made  for 
non-eftctives,  to  defend  the  dock-yardSy 
the  garrisons,  the  military  establishroentiL 
and  the  islands  of  Jersey,  Guems^,  and 
Aldemey.  The  force  to  be  kept  in  the 
Ionian  islands  was  not  too  great,  and  thai 
to  be  maintained  in  Irelknd,  from  the  im- 
perfect state  of  rivilization  of  some  parte 
of  the  countiy,  and  disturbed  state  of 
several  counties,  owing  to  the  want  of  hftf 
bitual  industiy  among  the  lower  classes  of 
society,  was  generalfy  admitted  to  be  aa 
small  as  it  could  be  made  with  prudence. 

But  the  noUe  marquis  had  said,  he 
sought  in  vain  to  find  any  beneficial  legis- 
lation for  Ireland.  He  would  refer  th* 
noble  marquis  to  the  several  commissions 
which  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into, 
alleged  grievances — to  the  reports  whitii 
had  been  made,  and  to  the  bills  which  had 
passed  through  parliament  to  eflect  the 
wished-for  rerorms.  He  would  rdbr  him  ' 
to  the  exertions  of  the  chief  secretary  for ' 
Ireland  (whose  conduct  it  was  impossible 
tpo  highly  to  pnuse)  to  diffuse  the  bles- 
sings Si  education  among  the  whole  popa- 
lation  of  Ireland,  and  to  the  arrangementa 
made  to  carn^  this  benevolent  dedgn 
into  effi^t,  with  regard  to  the  religion  o£ 
those  who  endeavoured  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  diari^.  He  would  furUier 
refer  the  noble  marquis  to  the  efforts  made 
to  give  effect  to  thelabours  of  the  society 
for  promoting  a  knowledge  of  Christianity 
In  irelami,  and  to  the  bills  which  had 
placed  the  agricultural  trade  of  that  sister 
country  on  the  same  footing  as  that  of 
England,  which  two  years  ago  bad  theeflbofc 
of  eiyiog  2,000,0002.  in  money  to  Irdand 
for  her  reported  produce.  Wuhiemectto 
our  finances,  he  would  admit,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country,  the 
most  austere  econoiny  was  impenously 
dictated  by  duty  to  his  nuriesty's  ministers^ 
and  it  was  the  anxious  wish  of  himself  and 
his  colleagues,  that  all  their  measuree 
should  be  dosely  exammed,  that  it  migl|t 
be  seen  they  made  no  unnecessary  de- 
mand on  the  purse  of  the  country.  If  it 
was  contendea  after  the  statement  made 
by  his  BoUe  firiend  (earl  Bedmnt)  with 
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nqgact  to  our  cokmies,  in  which  it  wm 
■howB  thiit  inttead  of  cauiing  a  loss,  thej 
were  a  source  of  great  profit,  that  we 
Qodd  oot  bear  the  expense  which  they 
brought  upon  us  now,  it  was  proper  that 
they  diouU  declare  to  the  world,  that 
Englafid  had  sunk  beneath  the  weight  of 
her  triumphs,  and  unabte  to  sustain  the 
glory  she  had  acquired,  must  reno.unce 
£er  acquisitions  from  inabQity  to  preserve 
them*.  But  to  this  doctrine  he  would 
never  subscribe.  While  on  the  subject  of 
the  peace  much  remark  had  been  made  on 
the  ndUe  statesman  who  had  been  princi- 
pally concerned  in  negotiating  it.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  the  nation 
owed  to  that  nc^le  lord  (Castlereagh)  not 
less  gratitude  than  was  due  to  the  splendid 
Sjenncea  of  the  duke  of  Wellington.  The 
new  colonies,  it  had  been  shown,  while 
thq^  createdia  charge  of  800,0002.,  brought 
in  aid  of  the  revenue  no  less  a  sum,  in 
one  year;  than  1,500,000{.  without  includ- 
ing, the  duties  paid  by  Mauritius  and 
Ceylon.  But  it  was  not  by  what  they 
paid  in  mone^  that  the  nation  ought  to 
judge  of  their  value,  but  by  the  vast 
benefits  which  were  derived  from  them,  to 
our  navy,  our  commerce,  and  our  manu- 
foctures.  Under  these  circumstances, 
though  aoxiGus  no  bpportunitjr  should  be 
lost  of  practising  the  most  rigid  economy, 
in  bis  life  he  had  never  given  a  more  con- 
scientious vote  than  that  which  he  now 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  give,  against 
the  motion  of  the  noble  marquis. 

Lord  GrenviUe  said,  if  any  man  in  that 
House  or  the  country  had  [supposed  that 
the  estimates  which  had  been  proposed 
were  in  reality  meant  to  be  temporary, 
that  idea  must  have  been  completely  aban- 
doned after  the  speeches  they  had  that 
night  heard ;  for  the  argument  of  the 
noble  earl  (Bathurst)  had  been,  that  the 
great  standing  army  proposed  was  neces- 
sary to  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  our 
empire.  The  argument  of  the  noble 
viscount  (Sidmouth)  had  been,  that  the 
existence  of  a  great  standing  army  in 
time  of  peace  was  desirable  on  principle. 
It  was  not  contended,  that  the  interme- 
diate state  between  peace  and  war,  in 
which  those  negotiations,  praised  only  by 
those  who  had  taken  part  in  them,  had 
placed  us,  had  rendered  these  large  esta- 
olishments  necessary  for  a  time,  but  that 
it  was  the  general  policy  of  this  country 
that  there  should  be  a  large  peace  esta- 
blishment; and  that  in  all  past  time,  our 
wretched  conditioDi  our  degraded  station 


in  theey^  of  Europe,  had  been  owing  ta 
the  detestable  policy  of  low  peace  esta-^ 
blishments  t  If  he  had,  before  he  entered 
that  House  been  convinced,  that  on  the 
decision  of  that  night  would  depend, 
whether  we  should  preserve  inviolate  the 
spirit  and  form  of  that  constitution  which 
had  been  handed  down  to  us  from  our 
forefathers,  or  gradually,  and  not  slowly^ 
adopt  that  military  character  which  had 
extinguished  every  spark  of  liberty  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  what  he  had  since 
heard  had  impressed  him  with  a  still  more 
awful  conviction  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
question.  He  maintained,  that  the  whole 
experience  of  the  country  had  been  against 
the  proposed  estimates;  and  the  argu- 
ments of  the  noble  lords  who  had  sup- 
ported them;  for  in  proportion  as  our 
establishments  had  been  low  at  the  be^in- 
nin^  of  a  war,  had  our  glory  been  raised 
durmff  its  progress ;  in  proportion  as  our 
estabGishments  had  been  high  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  war,  had  our  success  been 
madequate  to  our  expectations.  This  was 
not  to  be  wonderea  at  as  the  effect  of 
chance,  but  was  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  principles  on  which  the  military  cha- 
racter of  the  British  soldier  was  founded. 
For  as  in  garrisons  and  camps  the  same 
service  could  not  be  obtained  from  him  as 
from  the  subject  of  a  despotic  monarch, 
so  in  extraordinary  emergencies  his 
achievements  were  superior  to  any  thing 
which  the  subjects  of  a  military  monarch 
could  perform.  He  denied  that  any  in- 
convenience had  arisen  from  the  smalt ness 
of  our  military  establishments  in  1792. 
Was  there  any  man  who  took  so  narrow 
an  idea  of  the  war  which  ensued,  as  to 
suppose,  that  its  event  could  have  been 
varied  by  any  army  which  it  could  have 
been  possible  that  we  could  have  had  at 
that  time  ?  The  error  consisted  in  too 
great  reduction  of  the  marine,  and  not  in 
the  low  establishment  of  the  military  force ; 
and  if  he  wished  to  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  difficulties,  he  should  have  advised  his 
majesty's  government  to  pursue  a  course 
directly  contrary  to  that  which  they  had 
adopted;  he  should  have  recommended 
an  augmentation  of  our  marine,  in  pre- 
ference to  an  augmentation  of  our  army. 
He  utterly  denied  that  tiie  experience  of 
facts  had  given  any  statesman  the  smallest 
reason  for  wishing,  that  our  army  at  that 
time  had  been  20,000  men  more ;  and 
in  regard  to  the  illustrious  character  who 
-then  directed  our  affairs,  it  was  a  little 
hard  on  the  memory  of  3Ir.  ritt|  that 
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instead  of  being  judged  by  his  actions,  he 
should  be  tried  by  imputed  opinions.  He 
had  asserted  before,  and  would  again  as- 
sert, that  nothing  ever  was  expressed  on 
that  subject  but  great  satisiactton  at  the 
rigid  economy  which  enabled  that  wise 
man  not  only  to  appropriate  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  revenue  to  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt,  but  also  to  propose  and 
actually  effect  a  diminution  of  the  public 
burthens.  In  every  moment  of  that  awful 
trial  which  he  sustained,  he  felt  still 
greater  reason  to  approve  of  his  policy ; 
and  his  majesty's  ministers  would  do  well 
to  follow  the  same  line  of  conduct.  At 
this  moment,  however,  when  the  pressure 
of  taxation  and  the*  distress  of  the  country 
were  beyond  example,  they  said,  this 
would  be  a  saving  of  only  800,000/.  a 
year,  and  that  would  be  a  saving  of  only 
600,000/.  a  year  ;  but  let  tlieir  lordships 
recollect,  that  Mr.  Pitt  thought  it  worth 
while  to  come  down  to  parliament  and 
propose  a  reduction  of  the  military  tsta- 
blisnment,  which  was  to  save  50,000/. 
Was  it  to  be  endured,  then,  that  they 
should  now  say,  it  was  an  object  not 
worthy  of  consideration  ?  It  was,  in  his 
judgment,  one  of  greater  importance  than 
any  thing  connected  with  the  interests  of 
the  country ;  it  affected  its  vital,  its  consti- 
tutional safety ;  and  on  it  must  depend 
whether  our  freedom  should  remain,  or  a 
military  government  be  established ;  for 
such  had  been  the  result  in  every  country, 
and  at  every  period,  as  both  ancient  and 
modern  history  most  incontestibly  proved. 
If,  in  a  moment  when  he  considered  this 
country  as  the  only  civil  power  left  in 
Europe,  he  could  exclude  from  his  eyes 
the  friglitful  magnitude  of  the  question  of 
administering  the  government  otherwise 
than  we  had  hitherto  enjoyed  it,  yet,  on 
financial  considerations  alone,  it  was  the 
duty  of  ministers  to  look  as  closely  into 
the  state  of  our  afikirs  as  Mr.  Pitt  had 
done;  and  they  were  bound  to  employ 
every  means  to  effect  a  saving,  though  it 
were  even  smaller  than  that  which  he  had 
thought  it  his  pride  and  happiness  to  pro- 
pose. He  (lord  Grenville)  thought  a 
much  larger  reduction  of  expenditure 
than  any  yet  spoken  of  might  be  made,  by 
a  reduction  of  this  enormous  military 
establishment.  The  possible  exigencies 
of  this  country  in  peace  did  not  require 
an  army  of  150,000  men,  and  he  was 
ready  to  say,  that  no  case  had  been  made 
out  to  justify  the  maintenance  of  so  large  a 
force.    His  noble  friend  consented  to  cx- 
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elude  from  the  consideration  the  30,000  in 
France,  provided  the  noble  lords  opposite 
would  shut  out  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  for  which  this  army  was  to  be 
kept  up;  but  they  had  argued  on  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  this  army  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  the  balance  of 
power.  He  would  desire  their  lordships 
to  consider,  what  sort  of  a  picture  of 
Europe  this  statement  of  their*s  of  a 
balance  o\^  power  afforded.  It  was  not  the 
treaty  which  the  noble  lord  had  made,  but 
the  valour  of  our  generals  and  soldiers, 
that  had  placed  us  in  a  situation  which  did 
not  render  it  necessary  to  keep  a  single 
man  on  the  continent  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.  He  had 
always  thought  that  the  first  point  to  consi- 
der was,  what  is  the  nature  and  amount  of 
the  danger  with  which  we  are  threatened  t 
As  the  noble  viscount  had  argued  this 
question,  he  could  just  as  gratuitously 
suppose  that  the  island  of  Jamaica  was 
likely  to  be  overturned  by  double  a  force 
of  150,000  men.  But  what  was  the  real 
amount  of  that  danger  now,  which  we 
were  accustomed  to  meet  formerly,  by 
large  military  establishments  ?  It  was 
argued,  that  our  laws  should  be  adminis- 
tered, our  revenue  should  be  collected,  by 
a  large  standing  army.  Was  this  tlie- 
British  constitution  ?  He  had  not  so 
read  the  history  of  this  country.  He  had 
read,  that  untd  the  monarch  of  France 
attempted  to  destroy  the  liberties  of 
every  independent  state  in  Europe,  and 
to  force  on  us  a  king  whom  we  rejected, 
and  a  religion  contrary  to  our  belief,  there 
never  was  a  period  when  a  standing  army 
was  recommended  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. If,  therefore,  the  only  justification 
had  been  the  existence  of  a  great  standing 
army  in  France,  what  could  noble  lords 
now  allege,  when  there  was  not  only  no 
standing  army  in  that  country,  and  the 
government  very  rightly  were  not  taking 
active  steps  to  form  one,  but  was  rather 
impressed  with  a  well.-founded  belief  that 
every  step  towards  re-organizing  the  army 
was  a  step  toivards  the  destruction  of  the 
throne.  If  that  necessity  no  longer  ex- 
isted, which  would  alone  justify  a  largo 
military  force,  we  should  take  every 
benefit  of  the  respite,  and  diminish  our 
army  down  to  the  lowest  standard  ever 
known  in  England.  When  itSvos  said, 
therefore,  that  this  was  an  estimate  only 
for  this  year,  he  would  answer,  it  was  be- 
cause it  was  only  for  this  year  that  he 
objected  to  it.  The  present  period  was 
(2  A) 
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more  unfit  for  a  large  standing  army  than 
any  which  the  mind  of  man  could  hare 
imagined ;  and  vet  his  majesty's  ministers 
proposed  to  their  lordships  an  army  such 
as  no  Englishman  before  this  year  had 
e?er  endured  the  mention  of.  The  main- 
tenance of  90,000  on  the  continent  was  to 
meet  a  danser  nearly  visionary.  He  was 
tcHdf  indeec^  that  the  reason  for  keeping 
up  this  army  was,  because  the  continent 
or  Eiut>pe  was  covered  with  arms,  and 
die  military  power  had  obtained  a  pre- 
ponderance over  the  civiL  But  were 
ministers  therefore  to  cover  the  soil  of 
England  with  arms?  If  they  had  se- 
cured die  object  of  all  their  wublb§ 
sbroady  thqr  had  placed  this  countrv  in 
auch  a  situadon  as  deprived  her  of  those 
advantages  for  which  alone  we  fought. 
He  askra  for  what  did  we  renew  the  war  ? 
It  was  renewed  because  a  gseat  military 
establishment  was  more  expensive  to  our 
finances,  and  what  was  worse,  mudi 
more  dangerous  to  the  coosdtudon.  He 
would  request  ministers  to  repeat  the  ar- 

SiiAents  by  which  they  inducea  their  lord- 
ips  to  embark  again  in  that  tremendous 
conflict.  It  was  to  guard  against  the 
danger  which  the  return  of  Suonapart^ 
was  likely  to  create.  For  that  we  em- 
barked in  war — for  that  we  fought^for 
that  we  conquered— and  for  all  die  blood, 
tiie  dear  blood,  which  we  had  shed,  we 
were  now  to  have  an  establishment  which 
it  never  entered  into  the  mind  of  any  Eng- 
lishman to  conceive^  or  into  the  heart  of 
miy  Englishman  to  endure.  He  agreed 
with  those  who  thought  it  would  be  for 
the  benefit  of  humanity  (and  he  hoped 
we  were  not  yet  come  to  the  period  wnen 
these  should  be  considered  as  mere  words 
of  course)  that  Austria,  Prussia,  and 
Russia,  should  be  induced  to  diminish 
their  lar^e  military  establishments.  He 
thought  this  was  an  object  which  England 
might  have  accomplished,  if  we  had 
adopted  a  course  directly  opposite  to  that 
which  we  had  adopted.  Tne  best  argu- 
ment would  have  been  example.  Eng- 
land should  have  said,  <<  See  what  I  have 
done,  and  then  ask  yourselves  whether 
what  I  have  done  for  you  was  by  keeping 
up  an  army  of  150,000  men  in  time  of 
peace.  No,  it  was  not  by  such  measures 
that  I  have  been  able  to  render  you  such 
aervices.  It  was  by  low  establishments, 
by  encouraging  the  arts  of  peace,  by  pro- 
tecting commerce,  by  teaching  the  people 
to  love  the  principles  of  a  civil  govern- 
ment.    These  were  the  insdtutions  by 


which  I  induced  them  to  become  what  no 
subjects  of  any  military  government  on 
earth  would  have  been.'*  If  the  large 
military  establishments  of  Europe  were  to 
be  reduced,  some  power  should  set  the 
example ;  and  to  wnom  could  the  world 
more  fairly  and  naturally  look  than  Great 
Britain  ?  In  regard  to  the  establishment  in 
1786,  there  were  many  circumstances  at 
that  time,  and  which  continued  down  to 
1791,  which  imposed  on  this  country  the 
necessity  of  a  larger  military  establishment 
than  any  circumstances  which  now  existed 
could  possibly  justify.  Ministers,  how- 
ever, did  not  look  at  the  circumstances  of 
that  period;  anif  primd  JaciCf  the  esta- 
blishment which  they  now  proposed  was 
much  too  large  for  us.— Then  it  was 
argued,  with  respect  to  the  troops  allowed 
for  India,  that  these  would  be  no  expense 
to  the  public,  as  the  East  India  Company, 
forsooth;  would  pay  them — that  was,  when 
it  had  by  begging  or  borrowing  contrived 
to  pay  its  own  troops ;  and  if  not  in  any 
other  way,  then  by  applying  to  that  never- 
failing  resource^-the  pubfic  purse.  In 
the  present  situation  of  India,  not  one 
man  ought  to  be  maintained  beyond  what 
was  necessary  for  guarding  the  firontiers ; 
and  he  thought  the  numl^  stated  by  his 
noble  friend  rather  too  much  than  too 
little.  In  the  last  peace  the  number  was 
ten  thousand  men,  and  yet  at  that  time 
India  was  much  more  exposed  than  it  was 
at  this  time,  though  the  frontier  was  much 
more  extensive.  Hostile  powers  were 
then  placed  along  the  whole  length  of  two 
of  the  sides  of  the  triangle  wliicb  formed 
the  peninsula  of  India.  Tippoo  was  in 
full  power,  and  held  a  correspondence 
with  our  European  enemy.  Holland  was 
under  the  control  of  that  enemy,  with 
Trincomalee  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  her  possession,  and  France  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  Mauritius,  with  every  dis- 
position and  large  means  to  endanger  our 
Indian  possessions.  What  was  the  situa- 
tion of  India  now  ?  Tippoo*s  power  had 
been  destroyed,  all  immment  danger  from 
the  Nizam,  the  Mahrattas,  or  any  other 
Indian  power,  taken  away,  and  all  appre- 
hensions of  the  intrigues  and  enterprises 
of  our  great  European  enemy  removed. 
Yet  they  were  called  upon  to  maintain 
3,000  men  at  the  Cape  to  guard  against  a 
few  Cafires,  with  proportionate  establish- 
ments, and  for  similar  purposes  in  our 
other  possessions  in  that  quarter.  Prim& 
faciei  then,  the  establishment  ought  to  be 
less  for  India  than  at  any  former  period ; 
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and  if  he  were  to  select  one  paiticubr 
more  than  another  as  an  instance  of  the 
extravagance  of  these  estimates,  it  would 
be  this  for  the  East  Indies.  Hut  the  case 
of  the  West  Indies  was  not  less  strong 
than  that  of  the  East,  and  the  idea  of 
maintaining  13,000  men  there,  where  two 
or  three  thousand  had  been  maintained 
before,  was  perfectly  monstrous.  But 
then  the  argument  was,  **  You  cannot 
have  less  than  3,000  men  for  Jamaica.'' 
And  why  ? — Because  the  legislature  of  Ja- 
maica had  passed  a  law,  by  which  they 
enacted,  that  they  must  have  3,000  troops, 
and  therefore  they  told  the  legislature  and 
government  of  Great  Britain,  **  You  must 
give  us  3,000  men,  or  we  shall  not  pay  a 
farthing  towards  the  expenses  of  the 
troops."  Doubts  had  been  entertained, — 
ill-founded  doubts  as  he  conceived— whe- 
ther the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  could 
bind  that  of  Jamaica.  But  now  ihe  tables 
were  turned,  and  the  legislature  of  Ja- 
maica was  to  bind  that  of  Great  Britain. 
If  that  was  the  case,  instead  of  holding 
the  high  station  which  was  talked  of,  we 
should  be  sunk  indeed.  But  here,  too,  he 
insisted  that  the  establishment  might  be 
less  than  before ;  for  the  change  in  St. 
Domingo,  instead  of  diminishing,  increased 
our  security.  France,  before,  had  posses- 
sion of  St.  Domingo,  the  richest  and  most 
valuable  part  of  the  West  Indies,  from 
which  Jamaica  might  at  any  time  have 
been  easily  assailed,  so  that  that  island 
always  had  the  enemy  at  its  gates.  No 
such  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  now. 
Look  at  what  the  state  of  the  Spanish 
main  had  been,  and  what  it  was  now  ? 
Then  every  one  of  the  Leeward  islands 
was  to  have  a  military  force.  Wliy  then 
take  possession  of  St.  Lucie?  In  1786, 
danger  must  have  been  apprehended  from 
that  quarter,  the  island  being  in  possession 
of  France;  but  now  there  was  no  room 
for  any  such  apprehension.  Driven, 
therefore,  from  this  ground,  they  stum- 
bled upon  a  most  happy  argument.  It 
was  true,  they  said  there  was  a  greater 
degree  of  security  both  from  domestic 
and  foreign  enemies ;  but  then  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  secure  the  islands  against  their 
own  guards ;  so  that  the  troops,  for  want 
of  something  else  to  do,  were  to  be  em- 
ployed in  fighting  against  each  other.  As 
to  Dcmcrara,  Berbice,  and  Essequibo, 
aAer  having  taken  them  from  Holland, 
we  restored  them,  and  purchased  them 
again ;  and  now  it  would  be  worth  while 
to  give  another  three  millions  to  Holland, 


upon  condition  that  she  should  Cake  them 
back  again,  as  it  never  could  be  for  our 
advantage  to  liave  colonies  in  that  part  of 
the  continent  of  America.  But  the  noble 
earl  opposite  said,  that  the  revenue  which 
we  derived  from  them  would  more  than 
repay  us  the  expense.  He  had  listened 
with  delight  to  this,  as  he  thought  that 
the  noble  earl  was  about  to  show  that  we 
had  one  colony,  the  revenue  of  which  in* 
demnified  us  for  our  expenses  on  its  ac- 
count. But  the  revenue  turned  out  to  be 
the  taxes  which  were  paid  by  our  own 
subjects  on  its  produce  when  imported.— 
Tlien  as  to  Gibraltar  and  Malta,  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  ministers  appeared 
to  proceed  was,  that  the  stronger  a  place 
was  by  nature,  the  greater  garrison  it  re* 
quired.  The  line  of  defence  could  not  in 
these  places  be  extended,  and  therefore 
the  only  principle  was,  tliat  the  garrison 
ought  to  be  in  the  inverse  ratio  to  the  oc- 
casion for  it  Gibraltar  was  strong  by 
nature,  the  Spanish  lines  were  now  re- 
moved, and  a  smaller  garrison  would  serve, 
and  therefore  it  must  have  a  greater. 
Malta,  too,  was  impregnable  by  land,  but 
might  be  in  great  danger  from  a  superior 
fleet ;  and,  therefore,  ministers  abandon 
the  naval  defence  of  the  place,  and  give  it 
a  large  garrison.  It  was  impossible  to 
conceive  what  could  be  tlie  object  of  all 
this,  unless  it  was  to  find  some  excuse  for 
keeping  up  this  150,0(X)  men. — TheD^ 
as  to  the  Ionian  islands,  Russia  and 
Austria  for  obvious  reasons  could  not 
agree  that  they  should  be  in  the  possession 
of  either,  and  on  that  account  only  they 
were  placed  under  our  protection.  Cft 
what  advantage  they  could  be  to  us  he 
could  not  conceive.  But  why  keep  troops 
there  ?  They  ought  to  rest  for  protection 
on  the  balance,  which  did  not  consist  al- 
together in  opposing  one  great  military 
power  to  another,  but  likewise  in  that 
protection  which  the  weaker  powers  ought 
to  derive  from  the  faith  of  treaties. — Then 
as  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  he  hoped  that 
measures  would  be  taken  to  compel  minis- 
ters to  say  directly  whether  they  would, 
or  would  not,  enter  upon  an  inquiry  into 
the  condition  of  that  country,  as  to  which, 
notwithstanding  the  importance  of  the 
topic,  nothing  had  been  said  in  the  speech 
from  the  throne.  They  had  tried  their 
method  of  government  with  rrspect  to 
Ireland,  and  they  now  came  with  the  re- 
sult ;  which  was,  tliat  it  could  be  kept 
down  only  by  *J;;,f)00  bayonets.— As  to 
the  establishmcot  for  this  country,  there 
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wai  no  duty  more  sacred  in  hU  opli 
Ihan  to  lake  care  that  tlic  officers  of  ji 
tice  and  of  the 
with  the  stair, 


leace  without  the  consent  nr  parliament, 

lui  that  the  law  passed  yenrly  to  regulate 

fihoulil  be  armed    the  numbers  and  cnrorcc  the  ilisciphue  of 

ih  the  sword  ;    the  mihtary  force  maintained  in  the  couo- 


snd  even  nilh  respect  to  the  army  itself,    try,  brought  annually  under  the  considc- 


he  spoke  in  the  hearing  of  some  of  the 


greatest  military  officers  that  ever  lived,  ,  of  the  descripti 


a  of  parlianienl,  the  whole  question 


and  appealed  to  them,  whether  any  thing 
could  be  more  pernicious  to  the  troops 
than  their  hcing  thus  employed  as  police 
and  revenue  omcers  ?  he  was  sorry  to  say, 
that  it  had  become  too  much  the  practice 
*o  call  the  military  in  aid  of  the  civil 
power,  or  rather  to  execute  the  duties  of 
the  civil  power  alt<^ether  by  means  of  the 
inilitftry ;  and  an  instance  of  this  bad  lately 
occurred,  where  a  great  city  was  left  for 
two  days  to  sack  and  plunder,  until  a 
troop  of  hovse  arrived.  lie  was  there- 
fore totally  adverse  to  this  large  military 
establish mcot  in  time  of  peace.  In  the 
present  situation  of  the  country  there 
existed  the  strongest  objection  to  it, 
merely  on  tlic  ground  of  finance.  But  he 
diiefly  objected  to  it  oti  a  higher  ground, 
which  was,  that  it  threatened  the  entire 
destruction  of  our  civil  constiiution. 

Tile  Earl  of  LiTerpoul  declnred,  that 
in  the  exhausted  state  of  their  lordships, 
he  was  almost  ashamed  to  address  them  ; 
but  atler  the  line  of  argument  adopted  by 
the  noble  baron  who  had  just  sat  down, 
after  the  charge  which  the  nobie  baron 
bad  advanced  against  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment, not  of  having  merely  m  one, 
two,  or  three  instances,  framed  the  esti- 
mates with  a  surplus  of  a  few  hundred 
men  as  applicable  to  this  or  ihat  colony, 
but  of  having  endeavoured  to  change  the 
whole  policy  of  the  slate,  and  to  convert 
It  from  a  government  of  law  and  liberty 
into  a  military  government,  he  felt  that 
be  should  not  do  his  duty  to  himself,  to 
bis  noble  friends,  to  their  lordships,  and 
to  the  country,  if  he  did  not,  even  at  that 
late  hour,  rise  to  repel  tlie  noble  baron' 


,  the 


md  the 


of  our  military  establishnr 
nevertheless,  none  of  the  noble  lords  op> 
posite  would  say.  that  there  had  been  any 
period  of  our  history  in  which  some  mill, 
tary  force  was  not  considered  necessary. 
It  remained,  therefore,  to  inquire,  what 
was  the  principle  on  which  the  extent 
of  that  force  ought  to  be  decided,  and 
on  what  ground  it  was  to  be  determined 
how  large  a  force  should  exist  beyond 
the  mere  personal  array  of  a  monarchical 
government. 

The  necessity  for  any  military  force 
must  rest  on  one  of  three  principles:  1st, 
The  security  of  his  majesty's  dominions: 
iidly,  the  case  which  mighi  be  supposed 
to  exist  of  affording  aid  to  the  civil  au- 
thorities :  3dly,  the  preservation  of  the 
balance  of  power  in  Lurope.  The  noble 
marquis  who  had  moved  the  address  had 
said,  that  in  putting  out  of  the  question 
the  30,000  men  employed  by  Great  Bri- 
tain in  France,  he  thought  it  also  right  to 
omit  the  consideration  of  all  force  else- 
where, as  affecting  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe.  In  that  statement  the  noble 
earl  said,  he  perfectly  agreed.  He  readily 
admitted,  that  while  political  necessity 
demanded  that  those  30,000  British  troops 
should  be  kept  abroad,  that  was  force 
enough  to  refer  to  the  consideration  of 
the  buUmcc  of  power.  The  question 
therefore  became  narrowed,  and  was  to 
be  viewed  only  in  respect  to  the  other  two 
principles  which  he  had  mentioned  -, 
namely,  the  security  of  his  majesty's  do- 
minions, and  the  support  of  the  civil 
auihorhies.  He  would  go  a  step  furilier, 
and  say  that  lie  was  ready  to  try  the  que 


attack,  and  to  state  the  reasons  on  which  tion  by  an  examination  of  what  had  been 
be  conceived  that  their  lordships  would  the  policy  of  the  country  with  respect  to 
agree  with  him  that  it  was  utterly  un-  it  during  the  greater  part  of  the  last  cen- 
fuunded.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  ac-  tury.  He  would  undertake  to  prove,  to 
'  '  of  every  rational,  of  every 
iind,  that  on  a  fair  conipari- 
:re  no  grounds  for  asserting 
litary  force  proposed  by  the 
,      ,      .._  I    their  lordships'  table,   was 

pnrliament  and  the  country  always  looked  greater  than  the  military  force  during 
with  jealousy  at  any  army  in  lima  of :  the  period  to  which  ho  had  referred.  He 
peace.  He  agreed  wiih  him,  that  not  would  likewise  state,  that  with  respect  to 
only  was  it  a  principle  of  the  constitution  |  our  foreign  dominions  and  possessions,  he 
that  tbcrp  should  be  no  arni^  ia  time  of  I  posUivei;  deoied  that  there  was  any  thinjf 


cept  from  the  noble  marquis  who  opened  the  convi 

the  debate,  the  statement  made  by  him  in  temperate 

tlie  beginning  of  his  speech,  as  the  fair  son  there 

ground   of   the   question  between   them,  that  the  ) 

lie  agreed  with  the  noble  marquis,  Ihat  estimates 


361]       SUBimy  EdatHdmrndt  of  the  CamUrf.        Mabch  15,  181& 


[S6S 


in  the  policy  of  fbrmer  times  bcongruous 
to  the  policy  on  which  the  present  esti- 
mates were  founded.  If  their  lordships 
would  look  back  from  the  year  1720,  or 
the  year  1722|  and  take  the  reigns  of  the 
two  first  princes  of  the  family  now  sitting 
on  the  throne,  tliey  would  find  that  the 
amount  of  force  mamtained  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, independently  of  Ireland  and  the  co- 
lonies, had  been  in  general  about  18,000 
men.  In  the  earlier  part  of  that  period, 
from  the  year  1722  to  the  year  1730,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  military  force  in  the 
colonics  and  plantations  was  between  5 
and  6000.  That  force  was  gradually  in- 
creased. After  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  in  the  year  1750,  before  the  dan- 
gers  of  a  new  war  arose,  the  peace  esta- 
blishment of  the  colonies  was  nearly  dou- 
bled, amounting  to  10  or  11,000  men. 
On  what  principle  did  that  augmentation 
take  place  ?  Was  it  owing  to  the  accession 
of  any  new  colonies?  No.  We  were  at 
peace,  and  consequently  could  not  obtain 
any  such  acquisition.  It  proceeded  from 
the  growth  of  our  own  colonies ;  from  the 
increase  of  their  population ;  and  from  the 
extension  of  the  occupation  of  territory 
arising  out  of  that  increase.  Let  their 
lordships  follow  the  subject  further — to 
.  the  succeeding  war,  the  war  of  1756.  At 
the  peace  of  1763,  Great  Britain  obtained 
considerable  additions  to  her  territory  and 
colonies,  and  then  our  military  force  there 
was  increased  from  10  to  between  14*  and 
15,000  men.  On  what  principle  was  that 
done ;  and  done  too  by  an  administration 
that  piqued  itself  on  its  economy,  and  the 
popular  charge  against  which  was  extreme 
parsimony?  It  was  done  partly  on  account 
of  the  increase  in  the  old  colonies,  and 
partly  on  account  of  the  accession  of  the 
new.  Of  what  did  those  new  colonies 
consist  ?  What  was  the  great  augmenta- 
tion of  territory  that  the  peace  conferred 
on  Great  Britain?  Their  lordships  well 
knew  that  the  administration  of  that  day 
built  their  reputation  on  the  terms  of  that 
peace;  and  that  they  obtained  Canada* 
on  the  one  side  of  North  America,  and 
Florida  on  the  other.  The  noble  baron's 
argument  went  to  declare  that  that  acces- 
sion of  territory  was  not  a  reason  for  add- 
ing to  the  colonial  force,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  it  was  a  reason  for  reducing  it; 
for  that  as  long  as  Canada  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  France,  and  Florida  in  the  pos- 
session of  Spain,  the  British  colonies  were 
in  danger ;  but  that  North  America  hav- 
ing been  cleared  altogether  of  enemiesi 


a  diminatk)n,  and  no|  an  incraase  of 
force  ought  to  have  been  made.  He  had 
adduced  these  instances  to  establish  the 
fact;  but  he  should  have  thought  that 
common  sense,  if  it  had  not  been  evinced 
by  the  whole  current  of  British  historj^ 
would  have  shown,  that  an  increase  of 
dominion  and  of  colonies  must  lead  to 
an  increaise  of  military  force.  Doubts, 
indeed,  might  exist  as  to  the  value  of  any 
acquisitions  of  that  nature.  It  might  be 
questioned,  whether  they  were  worth  the 
expense  of  maintaining  them;  but  thai* 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  fact-— that  there 
could  not  be  an  increase  of  colonies  and 
dominions  without  an  increase  of  military 
force. 

He  had  thought  it  necessary  to  call  their 
lordships'  attention  to  these  facts ;  but  he 
should  have  been  ashamed  to  argue  upon 
them  had  he  not  seen  the  way  in  which  the 
subject  had  been  treated  both  on  that  even- 
ing, and  on  f(>rmer  occasions.  He  had 
shown  from  the  experience  of  former 
times,  clear  and  positive  proof,  that  tlui 
country  had  always  been  accustomed  to 
act  on  the  policy  which  he  had  described* 
He  next  came  to  consider  the  question 
with  reference  more  especially  to  thlit  pe« 
riod  with  which  the  noble  lords  appeared 
some  time  since,  desirous  to  draw  the 
comparison,  although,  as  his  noble  friend 
near  him  ^earl  Bathurst)  had  observed, 
they  had  shifted  the  periods  of  comparison 
as  seemed  best  suited  to  the  convenience 
of  their  argument.  On  a  former  occasicm 
he  understood  that  they  preferred  the  pe» 
riod  of  1792.  Now,  for  reasons  which  be 
perfectly  understood,  although  he  had  not 
sufficient  leisure  to  explain  them,  they 
preferred  the  year  1786,  or  an  earlier  pe- 
riod still.  He  would  take  1792  as  the  pe- 
riod of  comparison;  and  he  would  tell 
their  lordships  why  he  did  so.  He  was 
not  one  of  those  who  were  afraid  to  avoir 
that  he  concurred  in  opinion  with  his  noble 
friend  near  him  (lord  Sidmouth),  and 
that  he  sincerely  thought,  that  in  1792 
the  military  force  in  Great  Britain  was  , 
decidedly  lower  than  it  ought  to  have 
been.  He  repeated,  that  he  alluded  to 
the  force  in  Great  Britain;  generally 
speaking  it  was  not  so  out  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  would  now  state  to  their  lord- 
ships the  reasons  that  induced  him  to 
prefer  1792  as  the  period  of  comparison. 
The  noble  baron  and  the  noble  marquis 
who  spoke  about  the  middle  of  the  debate 

i marquis  Wellesley)    had  asserted  that 
ley  could  not  pronounce  whether  any 
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particular  force  was  necessary  for  any  par* 
ticular  colony  at  any  particular  liuie,  un- 
less tliey  attcndcJ  to  tlie  danger  against 
which  that  coleny  had  to  guard.  It  was 
OD  that  ground  that  he  took  the  period  to 
which  hu  had  referred;  for  he  was  old 
enough  to  reincniber  the  discussions  that 
then  took  place,  and  the  impressions  re- 
specting political  events,  which  led  him  to 
a  conclusion  difii^rent  from  that  to  which, 
on  that  occasion,  Mr.  t'itt  had  arrived.  He 
was  old  enough  lo  remember  the  reasons 
assigned  for  the  \ow  niihtary  establishments 
of  that  day.  Even  at  the  present  mo- 
ment of  victory  and  of  peace,  let  the  se- 
curity of  that  peace  be  asst;rted  as  strongly 
u  it  might,  it  could  not  be  asserted  moru 
strongly  than  was  the  security  of  the  peace 
in  1792 :  nor  at  the  present  moment  was 
there  a  less  sense  of  the  danger  of  war 
than  existed  at  the  former  period.  He 
would  call  to  their  lordships'  recollection, 
that  a  great  man,  perhaps  in  the  philo- 
sophical view  of  political  subjects,  the 
greatest  man  that  ever  lived— iVIr.  Burke 
—had,  in  the  debate  on  Uie  army  esti- 
mates in  1790,  pronounced  a  strong  opi- 
nion in  favour  of  a  tow  peace  establish- 
ment; founded  on  the  striking  declaration, 
that  "  France  was  blotted  out  of  the  map 
of  Europe ;"  and,  on  tiic  other  hand,  that 
Mr.  Pitt,  the  greatest  practii:al  statesman 
that  ever  existed,  in  his  statenicnl  of  the 

Sroipects  arising  from  the  sinking  fund, 
escribed  the  results  which  nould  ensue 
from  fineen  years  of  peace;  and  declared, 
that  there  never  had  been  a  period  of  our 
history  in  which  we  stood  so  good  a  cliancc 
of  a  long  continuance  of  that  blcssiug.  At 
the  very  moment  that  these  great  states- 
men—^reat  in  their  diSbreni  ways — were 
uttering  these  opinions,  in  which  they 
were  confirmed  by  the  great  majority  of 
thnsc  about  them,  those  events  were  in 
preparation  which,  in  less  than  a  twelve- 
month, plunged  tlie  country  into  that  war 
from  which  she  had  but  just  emerged. 
Was  he  saying  too  much,  iherefore,  under 
the  distinct  recollection  of  the  circum- 
sisnccs  of  the  period  which  he  had  de- 
scribed, when  he  declared,  tliat  with  every 
possible  desire  .to  economise,  he  could 
not,  bearing  in  mind  the  essential  interests 
of  the  country,  agree  to  too  considerable 
a  reduction  of  the  peace  establislimeni. 
^Vhilc  we  admired  the  virtues,  while  we 
respected  the  talents — and  while,  in  most 
insicnces,  we  were  anxious  to  imitate  the 
example  of  our  great  predecessors,  wc 
ought  even  liom  lEour  occasional  nisuikes 


and  miscalculations  to  derive  some  lessons 
of  wisdom  and  security     [Hear,  hear !]. 

But  even  with  all  this  consideration,  if 
their  lordships  would  compare  the  present ' 
estimates  with  those  of  1792,  they  would 
not  find  any  thing  in  them  that  could 
justly  be  called  extravagant  or  improvi- 
dent. His  noble  friend  (carl  Bathurst) 
who  had  replied  to  the  noble  marquis,  had 
■o  ably  gone  through  the  details  of  this 
comparison,  that  he  would  not  attempt  to 
to  follow  him  ;  but  would  content  himself 
with  a  few  observations.  And  hrst,  with 
respect  to  the  East  Indies.  The  force 
proposed  for  that  quarter  stood  on  a  prit> 
ciple  of  necessity  distinct  from  any  other. 
At  home,  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  North 
America,  and  even  in  the  West  Indies,  if 
danger  arose,  there  were  the  internal 
means  of  providing  against  it.  But,  ta 
India,  there  was,  first  the  external  danger 
of  an  European  enemy  ( which  he  willingly 
admitted,  was  in  the  present  posture  of 
public  affairs  next  lo  nothing^,  and,  se- 
condly, the  internal  danger  ot  at  tacit  by 
the  native  powers.  Should  the  latter  take 
place,  in  however  formidable  a  degree, 
there  were  no  means  of  providing  against 
it  other  than  those  originally  possessed. 
It  had  been  the  opinion  of  an  able,  expe- 
rienced and  faithful  servant  of  the  Crown, 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  policy  of 
India  (the  late  lord  Melville),  that  Uiere 
must  always  be  a  military  force  in  India 
considerable  enough  for  war  as  well  as  for 
peace;  because,  from  the  remoteness  of 
the  mother  country,  there  would  not 
otherwise,  in  the  event  of  sudden  hosti- 
lity, be  the  means  of  providing  in  suiEcient 
time  a  force  to  repel  it.  He  was  much 
gratified  by  having  the  concurrence  on 
tbis  point  of  his  noble  friend  (if  he  would 
allow  him  to  call  him  so)  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  (marquis  Welleslej) 
who,  as  had  been  staled  by  his  noble  friend 
near  him,  did  in  the  year  1805  deliver  in 
that  House  an  opinion  wliich  tliere  could 
be  no  doubt  was  well  and  thoroughly  con- 
sidered both  with  respect  to  the  amount 
of  force  necessary  for  India,  and  to  its 
distribution.  That  opinion  was,  that  six- 
teen regiments  of  inlanlry,  each  at  least 
1000  men  strong,  and  four  regiments  of 
dragoons,  were  always  necessary,  Waa 
this  opinion  given  in  lime  of  war  ?  So. 
When  we  were  at  peace  with  France, 
and  with  all  the  native  powers  of  India, 
Such  was  the  view  which  the  noble  mar- 
quis took  at  that  time;  and  so  disposed 
wece  hii  luajesty's  goveiaoient  to  act  oa 
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that  suggettioiiy  that  previous  to  thcNe- 
paul  war,  orders  had  actually  been  sent 
out  for  the  return  to  Great  Britain  of 
four  battalions  of  infantry  and  one  of 
cavalry ;  which  would  have  lefl  in  India 
precisely  the  amount  of  force  recom- 
mended by  the  noble  marquis.  Their 
lordships  would,  he  was  persuaded,  not 
think  that  on  receiving  information  of 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  the 
Nepauls,  his  majesty's  ministers  could  do 
any  other  than  countermand  the  return 
home  of  ths^  force  in  question,  and  arm 
the  governor-general  with  all  the  means 
which  were  calculated  to  brin^  the  con- 
test to  a  speedy  and  successful  termina- 
tion. With  respect  to  the  other  East  In- 
dia colonies,  on  that  of  Ceylon  there  did 
not  seem  to  exist  any  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  amount  of  force  there  employed. 
In  the  Mauritius,  the  garrison  mignt  per- 
haps to  a  certain  degree  be  reduced.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  when  it  was  considered 
that  this  was  a  new  colony,  that  the  in- 
habitants were  not  accustomed  to  a  Bri- 
tish government,  and  that  their  affections 
were  not  rivetted  to  it;  that  the  colony 
had  long  been  in  the  possession  of  France; 
and  still  more,  that  during  the  whole  of 
the  French  revolution  it  had  successively 
shared  the  spirit  of  all  the  revolutionary 
governments  in  a  way  unknown  to  any 
other  colonial  state,  he  thought  he  might 
fairly  put  it  to  the  candour  and  to  the 
wisdom  of  their  lordships,  whether,  under 
such  circumstances,  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment would  be  justified  in  reducing  the 
military  force  in  the  Mauritius  beyond 
that  amount  at  which  it  then  stood. 

He  should  next  go  to  the  consideration 
of  Jamaica  and  the  other  West  India  co- 
lonies ;  and  he  must  observe,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  arguments  of  his  noble 
friend,  with  respect  to  the  sentiments  of 
tlie  house  of  assembly  in  Jamaica,  had  been 
completely  misunderstood  bv  the  noble 
marquis  opposite.  His  noble  friend,  in 
what  he  saiu,  had  merely  stated  the  opi- 
nion of  the  legislative  body  of  that  Island, 
as  to  what  they  considered  a  necessary 
force  for  its  defence ;  but  that  opinion  did 
not  preclude  the  government  at  home 
from  exercising  its  own  discretion  upon 
the  subject,  and  for  himself,  he  decidedly 
thought  that  the  extent  of  tlie  military 
establishment  proposed  to  be  kept  up 
there  was  no  more  than  sufficient  tot  its 
adeouate  defence.  Would  any  one,  in- 
deed, be  bold  enough  to  say  that  they 
should  leave  that  island  without  tome 


British  garrison,  or  that  it  sliould  be  en- 
trusted wholly  to  its  own  internal  resour- 
ces for  defence?  With  respect  to  the 
I  other  W^est  India  islands,  if  ever  there 
was  a  conclusive  argument  urged  as  to 
tlie  propriety  of  allotting  to  them  thai 
proportion  of  military  strength  which  was 
mcluded  in  the  proposed  estimates,  it  was 
the  speech  of  his  noble  friend.  He  was 
perfectly  ready,  however,  to  admit,  and 
anxiously  desirous,  that  the  force  should 
be  reduced  as  much  as  possible.  He  was 
equally  ready  to  admit,  that  if  it  were  noC 
for  the  proportion  of  black  troops  in  thoae 
islands,  which  materially  affected  their  in- 
ternal security,  a  reduction  to  the  extent 
of  two  thousand  men  might  take  place. 
But  he  would  ask  any  nMe  lord  in  that 
House — he  would  put  it  to  the  common 
sense  of  any  man  in  the  country — whether, 
when  they  considered  the  increased  num- 
ber of  the  islands  to  be  defended,  and 
when|they  considered  that  the  black  corpa 
amounted  to  between  four  and  five  thoo* 
sand  men,  it  could  be  maintained  that  the 
proposed  establishments  were  too  large  i 
He  was  far  from  wishing  to  depreciate  the 
value  or  importance  of  the  black  regi- 
ments: during  the  war  they  had  saved 
the  lives  of  European  soldiers  to  a  great 
extent ;  and  under  those  peculiar  circum- 
stances, four  thousand  blacks  were  mora 
valuable  than  four  thousand  whites:  but 
when  they  had  to  determine  upon  the 
question  of  reduction,  every  person  would 
feel,  every  colonist  must  feel  (and  the 
wishes  and  sentiments  of  the  colonists  on 
such  a  point,  were  not  to  be  disregarded), 
that  those  white  troops  must  bear  a  pro- 
portion to  the  black  ones.  The  real  qiiH- 
tion  for  consideration  therefore  was,  upon 
the  possibility  of  reducing  the  black  regi- 
ments; and  as  to  transferring  them  to 
other  quarters,  he  would  ask  the  noble 
lord  who  suggested  that  measure,  and 
who  was  so  anxious  to  enforce  economy , 
whether  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  much 
more  expensive  to  pursue  that  course, 
than  the  one  actually  proposed  ? 

With  reeard  to  Nortn  America,  he 
should  trowiJe  the  House  with  only  a  few 
words.  Those  settlements  had  increased 
to  an  enormous  extent  during  the  course 
of  the  present  war,  and  he  would  put  it  to 
the  reflection  of  their  lordships,  when  they 
considered  not  only  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation and  of  cultivation  in  that  quarter, 
but  the  increasing  strength  and  resources 
of  the  United  States,  whether  some  en- 
largement of  our  means  of  defence  ought 

t 
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notto  take  place?  He  was  perfectly  agreed  I  commend  would  be  precisely  what  was 
upon  the  propriety  of  nhat  had  been  urged,  necessary  to  guard  against  any  siiddca 
.,  .  1 .u_i — I. j.„,i  siirprise,  and  no  more.  It  ebould  be  re- 
membered, that  our  possessiuns  in  the 
Mediterranean  were  not  liicc  those  in  tlic 
Weet  Indies,  nor  like  tliose  in  the  East 
Indies.  With  regard  to  the  fonnt-r,  we 
should  always  be  upon  cijual  terms  nith 
France,  in  the  event  of  huatiiitief,  aod 
with  regard  to  the  latter,  we  should  evea 
have  some  degree  of  superiority  over  her. 
But  how  stood  the  case  in  reference 
to  the  Mediterranean?  Both  France 
and  Spain  were  at  the  very  gatea  of  those 
colonies,  while  we  were  at  such  a  distance, 
that,  in  the  event  of  any  danger  arising, 
a  considerable  time  must  elapse  before  we 
could  send  out  any  succours  to  them.  Be- 
sides, they  constituted  the  proud  sources 
of  our  power  and  the  emblems  of  our 
greatuess,  lliey  were  not  to  be  put  in 
comparison  with  the  acquisition  of  a  West 
India  island;  and  if,  by  any  sudden  sur- 
prise on  the  part  of  an  enemy,  they  were 
to  he  lost,  what  would  the  noble  lords  op- 
posite, what  would  parliament,  what  would 
the  country  say  of  any  administration  who 
should  so  lose  them,  by  'neglecting  to 
maintain  an  adequate  force  for  their  de- 
fence ?  If  a  colony  in  the  West  or  East 
Indies  were  captured  IVoni  us,  it  might  be 
regained;  but  if  Malta  or  Gibraltar  were 
once  lost,  they  could  never  be  recovered. 
The  country  had  built  much  of  its  reputa- 
tion and  its  glory  upon  the  conquest  of 
lliose  possessions,  and  he  would  ask  whe- 
ther any  minister  would  deserve  to  retain 
his  situation,  if  he  suflered  them  to  be 
wrested  from  us,  by  omitting  to  provide 
the  necessary  means  for  their  security  ? 

But  then,  they  were  told  that  wc  were 
now  in  a  state  of  peace,  and  in  a  state  of 
such  secure  peace  that  no  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended.  He  admitted  that  fact ; 
he  admitted  that  the  peace  had  every  fea- 
ture of  security  which  could  be  desired, 
and  he  believed,  also,  there  was  some  cir- 
cumstances which  added  to  that  security, 
not  arising  out  of  the  peace  itselt.  Still, 
however,  he  was  nut  one  of  those  who  was 
prepared  to  rest  loo  much  upon  that  secu- 
rity. He  had  seen  too  much  of  life,  and 
too  much  of  politico!  transactions,  not  to 
know  and  feel  how  suddenly  dangers  might 
arise,  and  to  appreciate  the  value  of  pru- 
dent precautions.  As  a  minister  of  the 
Crown,  and  while  he  had  the  honour  to 
hold  that  situation,  he  would  never  risk 
the  best  interests  of  the  country  byimpro- 
videat  ecoaomy,  because  no  immediate 


that  we  must  rely  upon  the  loyalty  and  zeal 
of  the  inhabitants  themselves  for  any  effec- 
tual resistance  in  case  of  invasion ;  he 
agreed  that  the  military  force  now  pro- 
posed would  bo  iesuffideni  of  itself,  to  re- 
Ecl  any  great  danger;  but  even  then, 
owever  much  we  might  wish  and  indeed 
might  be  compelled,  to  rely  upi 
litia  of  the  country,  yet  that  militia  must 
have  its  foundation  upon  some  military 
tablishment,  to  enable  it  to  act  with  de 
Mve  success.  .  The  necessity  of  that  sys- 
tem of  co-operation  had  been  powerfully 
felt  during  the  last  war  with  America. 
Did  not  the  militia  of  Canada  then  ex- 
claim. Give  us  some  regular  troops  to 
upon,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  defend  the 
country  ?  There  was,  besides,  another 
circumstance  to  be  taken  into  considcra- 
lion  with  respect  to  these  possessions. 
During  at  least  sis  months  of  the  year, 
they  were  shut  out  from  the  possibility  oi 
receiving  reinforcements ;  and  he  would 
ask,  therefore,  whether  the  proposed  in- 
crease upon  the  force  allotted  in  1792  for 
their  defence  was  more  that  the  necessity 
justified,  or  whether  it  wduld  be  a  wise 
and  prudential  policy  to  leave  the  Canadas 
exposed  to  the  dangers  which  might  arise 
&om  any  sudden  or  unforeseen  emergen- 

He  shoulii  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
question  as  applicable 


r  color 


the  Mediterranean,  The  garrison  propo- 
sed to  be  maintained  in  Gibraltar  was  not 
■o  great  as  in  ilie  year  1792;  and 
he  believed,  from  the  best  information 
which  he  had  been  able  to  obtain,  that  the 
force  now  intended  to  be  stationed 
there  was  not  more  than  sufficient  to 
perform  the  different  duties  of  the 
place.  The  noble  marquis  seemed  to 
think  that  a  great  advantage  had  been 
gained,  and  n  great  security  obtained,  by 
the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  lines.  The 
destruction  of  those  lines  was  certainly  a 
precaution  which  this  country  had  a  right 
to  ask,  but  it  was  not  of  such  signal  im- 
portance, with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  Gi- 
braltar, Bs  might  be  imagined.  He  had 
been  at  some  pains  to  make  inquiries  upon 
that  subject,  and  every  military  man  with 
whom  he  had  conversed,  stated,  that  the 
additional  security  obtained  by  that  mea- 
sure was,  in  point  of  fact,  worth  little  or 
nothing.  He  would  apply  ihc  same  con- 
sideratioiis  to  Malta ;  and  with  respect  to 
both  those  pbccs,  thg  force  be  sJioulU  re- 
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and  imminent  danger  happened  to  exist. 
He  would  always  act  upon  the  probability 
that  dangers  might  arise,  and  though  it 
might  cost  much  in  being  prepared  for 
their  occurrence,  yet  the  preparation,  itself 
was  surely  worth  something.  He  con- 
tended, that  upon  the  whole  view  of  the 
question  as  relating  to  our  foreign  posses- 
sions, there  was  no  increase  of  force  be- 
yond what  had  been  clearly  made  out  by 
the  necessity.  Undoubtedly  the  proposed 
establishments  would  vary  from  year  to 
year.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  in  our 
new  colonies,  which  were  not  yet  accus- 
tomed to  British  rule,  nor  assimilated  to 
our  habits  and  manners,  it  was  necessary 
to  maintain  a  larger  force  at  present,  than 
would  be  requisite  hereafter  when  those 
causes  would  cease  to  operate.  The  mi- 
litary establishments  of  tne  country  would 
therefore  very  properly  become  a  subject 
of  annual  consideration  for  their  lordships, 
when  such  reductions  might  be  made, 
from  time  to  time,  as  should  seem  expedi- 
ent. Tliere  were  other  circumstances 
also,  as  to  the  composition  of  the  force, 
which  would  be  a  fit  matter  for  the  delibe- 
ration of  parliament ;  but  as  to  its  distri- 
bution, he  maintained,  that  there  was  no- 
thing which  could  with  propriety  be  al- 
tered in  the  actual  state  of  affairs.  With 
regard  to  the  Mediterranean,  he  rested  his 
arguments  upon  this  ground,  that  what- 
ever difiercRcc  of  feeling  might  be  enter- 
tained as  to  our  commercial  possessions, 
the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Malta  were 
points  of  such  strength,  that  if  once  lost 
they  could  never  be  recovered :  and  they 
were  so  closely  connected  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  country,  that  if  suffered  to 
be  exposed,  a  heavy  responsibility  would 
attach  to  the  administration  who  should 
run  such  a  risk. 

In  adverting  to  the  force  intended  to  be 
maintained  for  Ireland,  he  should  have 
very  little  to  say,  as  there  seemed  to  be  a 
unanimous  feeling  with  respect  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  that  force  at  present.  No  man, 
he  would  venture  to  say,  felt  more  regret 
at  the  unhappy  situation  of  the  internal 
affairs  of  that  country  than  he  did ;  nor 
was  there  any  one  more  anxiously  desirous 
to  adopt  any  remedy  which  might  be  pro- 
posed, that  should  seem  to  promise  a  real 
relief  for  the  evils  which  afflicted  it.  If, 
however,  there  was  found  to  prevail  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  what  remedies 
were  best  calculated  to  answer  the  desired 
end,  could  their  lordships  wonder  at  it, 
when  even  the  noble  duke  who  had  filled 

( VOL.  x^jau. ) 


the  high  office  of  lord  lieutenant  of  that 
country,  stated  to  them,  that  fully  aware 
as  he  was  of  one  or  two  points  which  de« 
manded  some  immediate  and  efficacious 
remedy,  he  yet  confessed  that,  afler  the 
best  consideration  which  he  had  been  able 
to  give  the  subject,  though  he  felt  the  evils 
and  though  he  felt  the  necessity  of  a 
remedy,  he  had  never  been  able  to  dis- 
cover what  remedy  would  be  commensu- 
rate to  those  evils.  For  himself,  he  could 
only  say  let  the  evils  be  pointed  out,  and 
let  the  remedies  be  suggested,  and  if  they 
seemed  adequate  to  the  cure,  he  coul4 
assure  the  House  that  not  only  he,  but  all 
his  colleagues,  would  be  most  anxious  ta 
give  them  their  full  effect.  He  was  indeed 
far  from  thinking  that  they  were  to  be  re^ 
moved  by  the  application  of  a  military 
force ;  but  though  a  military  force  could 
not  remove,  it  might  at  least  prevent  their 
extension  and  their  aggravation.  He 
should  be  most  happy  if  any  measure 
could  be  proposed  likely  to  effect  the  re- 
quired purpose.  With  respect  to  the  pre- 
sent government  of  Ireland,  could  he  saj 
any  thing  more  in  favour  of  that  govern- 
ment than  to  state  the  undeniable  fact, 
that  throughout  the  country  there  was  but 
one  sentiment  of  good  will  Btid  attachment 
towards  it  ?  There  never  was,  perhaps,  an 
instance  of  the  government  of  a  great 
empire  which  ruled  with  so  little  oppo^ 
sition  to  its  measures ;  and  he  felt  it  due 
to  the  character  of  bis  noble  friend  at  the 
head  of  that  government,  and  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  discharged  the  official 
duties  of  the  secretary  to  it,  to  make  t1iat 
statement.  If  that  government  did  not 
possess  the  feelings  and  confidence  of  the 
country,  it  might  be  supposed,  that  by  re* 
moving  it  a  remedy  would  at  once  be 
found  for  the  evils  in  question.  But  those 
evils  had  a  deeper  root,  and  the  proof  that 
they  had  a  deeper  root  was  to  be  found  in 
the  fact,  that  they  still  existed  under  an 
administration  which  conciliated  the  confi* 
dence  and  love  of  the  whole  people.  He 
firmly  believed,  that  the  only  real  and  sub- 
stantial relief  that  could  ever  be  afforded 
must  arise  from  the  increased  diffusion  o£ 
education  among  the  lower  classes  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  general  improvement  of  their 
morals ;  and  when  they  recollected  what 
progress  had  been  made  in  another  part  of 
the  British  empire  during  the  last  half 
century  in  those  points,  he  did  not  think 
they  need  despair  of  the  most  auspicious 
results  to  Ireland  from  the  operation  of 
the  same  causes. 
(2B) 
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Bity  aSecteil  not  only  the  numbers,  but  the 
composition  of  she  troops.  Another  point 
to  be  borne  in  the  rceoUeclion  of  their 
lordfihipB  was,  the  abolition  of  the  prac- 
tiee  of  drafting  the  meu  from  one  regi- 
ment to  another,  a  most  important  im- 
provement in  the  regulation  of  the  army, 
ut  at  the  same  time  one  which  rendered 


He  bad  non  come  to  the  lost  division 
of  the  question,  relating  to  the  amount  of 
tlie  home  force  to  be  employed.  Tl)at 
amount  he  would  fairly  stale  to  be  twenty- 
eight  thousand,  including  the  three  thou- 
■and  to  be  kept  up  for  reliefs.  He  was 
aware  that  that  force,  upon  the  mere  face 
of  the  estimates,  appeared  excessive ;  but 
it  should  be  remembered,  that  at  all  times, 
and  under  all  circumstances,  it  stood  to 
reason  that  as  the  home  army  must  feed 
the  foreign  garrisons,  it  must  bear  a.  due 
proportion  to  those  foreign  garrisons.  If 
thai  were  not  the  case,  what  would  be  tlie 
consequence?  The  government,  in  send- 
ing out  troops  to  distant  settlements,  must 
say  to  them,  "  You  are  now  to  go  and 
garrison  foreign  colonies,  not  in  your  fair 
turn  of  duly,  from  which  you  are  to  be 
relieved  at  a  stated  period,  but  for  life ; 
you  can  never  expect  to  return  ;  and  that 
IS  the  reward  which  we  now  offer  to  you 
for  all  the  glory  and  all  the  honour 
you  have  achieved"    (Hear,  hear!]. 


an  increased  number  of  troops  unavoida- 
ble, because  instead  of  being  able  to  fill 
up  the  skeletons  of  regiments,  they  could 
not  now  move  less  than  a  whole  corps  from 
place  to  place.  Under  such  combined 
circumstances  of  necessity,  was  it  possible 
that  so  small  an  increase  as  3000  men 
could  be  regarded  cither  as  dangerous  to 
the  constitutional  liberties  of  the  country, 
or  as  uncalled  for  by  the  exigencies  ot 
the  state  i  With  respect  to  that  portion 
of  the  home  force,  which  was  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
and  upon  which  so  much  had  been  said, 
he  only  wished  to  remind  their  lordships, 
that  if. they  referred  to  the  debates  u 


was  persuaded  that  no  person,  possessing  |  the  military  establishments   in   the  time 


the  common  feelings  of  justice  and  huma- 
nity, would  wish  such  a  course  to  be  pur- 
■ucd.  If,  then,  the  principle  were  ad- 
mitted, that  a  fund  must  be  kept  up  at 
home  for  reliefs  to  our  garrisons  abroad, 
the  next  point  to  be  considered  was,  the 
proportion  of  those  reliefs.  He  appre- 
iiended  that  whoever  duly  considered  the 
subject  would  not  think  it  practicabli 
establish  a  system  of  reliefs  upon  a 
proportion  tlian  one-tenth  of  the  whole 
foreign  force  employed,  and  that  propor- 
tion would  be  fuund  to  require  about  six 
or  seven  thousand  men,  always  passing 
and  repassing  to  our  different  possessions. 
That  number  would  reduce  the  grass 
amount  of  the  home  force  to  21,000;  and 
be  had  already  stated,  that  in  all  former 
periods  of  peace,  except  that  of  1791,  the 
force  maintained  at  home  had  never  been 
less  than  about  18,000  men,  so  that  the 
real  increase  beyond  what  had  usually 
been  kept  up  was  not  more  than  3000.  It 
was  to  be  remembered,  however,  that 
there  had  been  a  great  augmentation  in 
the  number  of  establishments  created  in 
this  country,  within  the  last  thirty  or  forty 
years,  which  must  have  some  guards  for 
their  protection,  and  an  increase  of  only 
3000  men  since  that  period  eould  not 
surely  be  thought  more  than  was  absolutely 
necessary.  Besides,  there  were  other  cir- 
cumstances to  be  considered.  The  larger 
our  force  was  abroad,  tlie  larger  it  must 
necwBarily  be  at  itoue ;  and  th«  neces- 


Robert  Walpole,  they  would  see 
it  there  argued,  as  a  ground  for  keep- 
ing up  a  particular  extent  of  force,  that 
a  part  of  it  was  bo  used  for  preventing 
smuggling,  and  to  facilitate  the  collcctioa 
of  the  revenue  [Hear,  hear  !].  The  prac- 
tice, therefore,  was  not  of  modern  date, 
nor  could  it  be  regarded  as  ap  innovation 
upon  the  constitution  ;  and  when  it  was 
remembered  that  the  revenue  at  that  time 
did  not  exceed  three  millions,  while  now 
it  was  above  fourteen  millions,  he  appre- 
hended it  would  not  be  contended  that 
there  was  a  less  necessity  at  present, 
than  in  the  days  of  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
for  so  employing  a  part  of  the  home  force. 

He  bad  thus  gone  through  all  the  prin- 
cipal topics  embraced  in  the  question 
then  before  their  lordships,  and  it  now 
remained  for  him  only  to  enter  his  pro- 
test against  the  insinuation,  that  there 
existed  any  disposition  in  any  quarter  to 
alter  the  system  of  government,  or  to 
make  this  a  military  country  in  any  im- 
proper sense  of  the  word.  Our  military 
establishments  were  necessarily  increased, 
because  our  possessions  were  increased. 
Whether  the  mcreaso  of  our  possessions 
was  to  be  regarded  as  an  evd  or  a  good, 
was  another  question,  which  he  was  not 
now  called  upon  to  argue ;  but  if  they 
were  to  be  kept  at  all,  then  a  large 
military  establishment  (he  meant  large 
in  reference  to  former  ones,  not  in  refer- 
ence to  the  duties  to  be  perfonsetl)  nai 


the  price  which  nrait  be  ptid  for  (hose  ad- 
vantages. With  respect  to  the  force  in- 
tended to  be  kept  up  at  home,  he  was 
justified  in  asserting  that  it  was  not  greater 
pow  in  proportion  to  its  application,  tlian 
it  bad  been  in  the  best  days  of  our  history. 
It  never  could  be  in  the  contemplation  of 
^jfkj  minister  to  make  this  country,  in 
tisae  of  peace,  a  great  military  power,  in 
an  invidious  sense  of  the  word :  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  having  seen  and  felt  all 
the  inconveniences  of  establishments  being 
reduced  so  low  in  point  of  numbers,  and 
80  low  in  point  of  composition,  that  it  re- 
quired considerable  time,  when  any  great 
emergency  arose,  to  collect  even  a  tolera- 
ble army  for  active  service,  it  becalme  the 
duty  of  a  wise  and  orovident  administra- 
tion, not  to  push  tlie  amount  beyond  a 
iue  proportion,  but  to  take  care  to  have 
the  troops  which  were  kept  up  of  tlie 
best  quality  and  character  that  could  be 
obtamed,  consistently  with  the  number, 
and  of  such  a  nature  as  might  be  easily 
augmented  with  advantage  to  the  public 
interest.  Those  were  the  principles  on 
which  his  roajesty*s  ministers  at  present 
acted;  those  were  the  principles  upon 
which  the  estimates  submitted  to  parlia- 
ment had  been  framed ;  and  it  was  because 
he  believed  those  principles  founded  upon 
a  sound  and  legitimate  policy,  and  be- 
cause they  were  consonant  to  the  beat 
jbterests  of  the  country,  that  he  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  give  them  his  decided 
.and  unaualined  support. 

The  Duke  oi  NcKocatUe  said,  he  should 
vote  against  the  military  establishment, 
and  in  favour  of  the  address;  because,  in 
doing  so,  he  was  satisfied  he  should  be 
acting  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
the  constitution. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  rose  to  correct 
an  error  into  which  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  for  the  home  department  had  faHen, 
with  respect  to  the  distribution  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  forces  in  Ireland  in  1807. 
If  when  an  invasion  was  apprehend)ed,  as 
was  then  the  case,  the  force  had  not  been 
efficient,  he  should  have  thought  him  de- 
serving of  impeachment.  He  could  con- 
fidently appeal  to  the  noble  earl,  who,  so 
much  to  his  own  honour  and  the  advan- 
tage of  Ireland,  then  commanded  its  army, 
if  it  was  not  in  a  complete  state  of  prepara- 
tion, and  ready  for  all  those  duties  which 
circumstances  might  call  upon  it  to  per- 
form. 


Marcs  IS,  }816. 
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The  Earl   of  Roden  briefly  delivered 
•h*  SffitWSfits  in  favour  of  the  mptfofl. 


The    Marouis    of  Lansdowne  having 
shortly  replieu,  fhe  House  divided : 
Contents... 27 7  gq  NonContents65 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Friday y  March  15. 

Shop-Lifting  Bill.]  Sir  Samuel 
Romillj/  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  third  reading  of  the  shop-lifling  bill. 
On  doing  so,  the  hon.  and  learned  mem- 
ber commented  with  much  feeling  on  the 
great  number  of  persons,  of  very  tender 
age,  who  had  been  of  late  years  sentenced 
to  death  for  pilfering  in  shops.  He  stated 
that  there  was  under  sentence  of  death  in 
Newgate  a  child  of  ten  years  of  age,  for 
the  ofience  of  shop-lifting.  He  af^rwarda 
alluded  to  an  account  in  the  newspapers 
of  a  speech  said  to  have  been  delivered 
by  the  recorder  of  London,  in  which, 
from  the  number  of  depredations  on  pro- 
perty committed  of  late  by  children,  he 
stated  that  it  was  intended  to  enforce  the 
law  strictly  in  future,  to  interpose  some 
check,  if  possible,  to  the  increase  of 
youthful  depravity.  He  hoped  that  thia 
was  merely  intended  as  a  salutary  threat, 
and  that  there  could  be  no  serious  inten- 
tion of  enforcing  the  law  against  children 
of  tender  years,  whose  misfortune  it  was 
to  be  uneducated,  and  to  be  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  honest  and  virtuous  ex* 
amples. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  was  under  a  great  mis- 
take as  to  what  had  been  stated  dv  his  es- 
timable friend  the  recorder  of  London* 
The  fact  was,  that  for  the  last  few  monthf 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  malefactorii 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey  wer^ 
infants,  who  had  been  instructed  by  thenr 
parents  to  steal,  under  the  idea  that  thi 
would,  on  account  of  their  age,  be  screem 
from  punishment.  It  became,  therefor «, 
necessary  that  the  l^w  should  be  executed 
with  respect  to  these  children,  with  h 
more  considerable  degree  of  severity  than 
formerly.  A  hint  of  this  nature  wa^ 
thrown  out  from  the  biench  by  the  learned 
recorder ;  but  he  coiild  not  believe,  thib 
sentence  of  death  had  actuall;^  been  de- 
nounced against  the  next  infant  who 
should  be  found  guilty  of  this  petty  of- 
fence. The  House  would,  however,  per- 
ceive, that  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  thfi 
system  of  pilfering,  a  greater  degree  of  se- 
verity was  absolutely  necessary  to  be  used. 
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The  bill  was  then  read  a  tliird  time  and 
psEsed, 

Irish  Farms  Recovekv  Bill.]  Sir 
John  Newport  having  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  law  of 
Irelaod  respecting  the  recovery  of  farms, 
from  absconding  and  defaulting  tenants, 
sod  for  the  protection  of  the  tenant  from 
undue  distress," 

Mr.  Leslie  Fosler  eaid,  as  the  law  at 
present  stood,  the  tenant  was  enabled  to 
^et  his  landlord  absolutely  at  defiance,  the 
lav  expenses  for  recovering  possession  of 
a  tenement  being  in  many  cases  much 
greater  than  its  value.  The  law  atlbrdcd, 
indeed,  in  theory,  an  indemnificatLoo  to 
the  landlord,  by  visiting  on  the  tenant  the 
expenses  occasioned  by  his  unwarraatable 
oppoiltioD ;  but  that  indemnification 
omountcd  la  nothing  where  the  tenant 
was  possessed  of  no  capital ;  and  this  was 
the  case  with  a  great  proportion  of  the  oc- 
cupying tenantry  of  Ireland.  The  tenant 
was  well  informed  by  the  village  attorney 
how  far  be  could  advance  with  safely,  and 
when  he  could  advance  no  farther,  he 
withdrew  btfore  the  landlord  could  reach 
him.  He  was  only  afraid  that  the  bill,  as 
at  present  framed,  would  not  be  attended 
witii  success.  It  only  applied  to  the  case 
where  a  tenant  abandoned  his  possession, 
tut  did  not  apply  to  the  case  where  he 
^et  his  landlora  at  dt'iiance.  Nothing 
was  so  common  as  for  a  tenant  when  his 
term  of  years  expired,  not  to  quit  his  pos- 
session, ami  to  set  hb  landlord  at  deRunce, 
The  hardship  of  this  was  most  felt  by  the 
farmer  who  sublet  part  of  his  possession. 
On  apply ing  to  a  legal  adviser,  he  would 
l)e  tola,  your  ri^ht  is  undoubted,  but  you 
trill  be  ruined  if  you  try  an  ejectment.  If 
the  present  bill  were  to  pass  without  a  re- 
incdy  for  thi^  evil,  the  few  cases  of  aban- 
donment would  be  all  converted  into  over- 
holding,  so  that  (he  bill  would  be  totally 
nugatory.  There  was  a  third  class  of 
cases  not  provided  for  in  the  bill — eject- 
ments for  non-payment  of  rent ;  when  the 
rent  was  small,  the  grievance  waa  of  the 
flame  kind.  But  even  if  all  the  three 
cases  were  included  in  the  bill,  from  its 
machinery,  it  could  not  possibly  have  any 
practical  operation.  Tliere  was  an  insti- 
tution unknown  in  England,  and  peculiar 
tu  Ireland,  that  of  assistant  barristers,  who 
determined  small  cases,  under  'X>1.  for  in- 
stance,  by  civil  bill.  The  usefulness  of 
(hese  assistant  barristers  had  been  proved 
h^  their  biivbg  determiccd  .30,000  small 
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suits  by  civil  bill  in  one  year.  It  wooU 
be  belter  to  give  the  judges  the  power  of 
determining  the  questions  which  wotlld 
arise  under  the  bill. 

Sir  Jiihii  NetepoTt  said,  the  properitage 
for  details  waa  the  committee.  The  ei'd 
against  whicb  his  bill  intended  to  provide 
a  remedy  was  very  common  in  some  parta 
of  Ireland,  and  miles  together  were  abaa- 
doned  by  the  tenants  in  the  manner 
which  he  had  stated,  some  one  person 
being  left  merely  to  keep  possession.  The 
defects  of  the  remedy  which  ho  had  pro- 
posed were  the  defects  of  the  English  law, 
hut  if  a  more  eligible  remedy  could  ba 
found,  he  should  not  object.  Acthetame 
time  it  should  be  kepi  in  mind  that  any 
delay  would  be  a  most  serinos  evil. 

Mr.  I'eel  hoped  lime  would  be  afforded 
to  enable  the  bill  to  be  submitted  to  Irish 
lawyers,  because  though  tiie  provisions  of 
the  bill  were  according  tu  iho  English 
law,  the  machinery  by  which  that  law  waa 
executed  in  Ireland  was  so  different  from 
that  which  existed  in  this  country,  that  if 
the  details  were  not  attended  to,  the  in- 
tention might  be  defeated. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Marines  SERVING  IN  Canada.J  Mr. 
Tierney  said,  ho  understood  that  there 
had  lately  been  taken  from  Canada  two 
battalions  of  marines,  amounting,  he  be- 
lieved, to  2000  men.  Tliu  soldiers  em- 
ployed  in  this  amphibious  kind  of  service, 
were,  it  would  be  admitted,  the  best  de- 
fenders of  that  colony,  yet  at  a  time  when 
the  military  establishment  of  that  colony 
had  been  increased,  these  marines  had 
been  disbanded,  most  of  whom  had  after- 
wards entered  into  tlie  line,  and  received 
l.y.  a  man,  lie  iheiefore  moved  for  an 
account  of  the  number  of  men  belonging 
to  the  royal  marines  in  Canada,  from  the 
5ih  of  January  1815,  to  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1816'. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  he  did  not  object  to 
the  motion,  but  it  would  be  found  that 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  quite  erroneous.  During  the  war  in 
Spain,  two  battalions  of  marines  had  been 
formed,  one  of  which  was  stationed  in  the 
haibour  of  Lisbon,  and  the  oilier  was  em- 
ployed in  operations  which  had  been  of 
freat  service  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain. 
t  waa  to  be  understood  iliat  they  were 
not  regimented,  but  merely  collkiCled  to- 
gether from  diti'eruiit  ships  ucting  under 
the  command  of  naval  oHicers.  When 
Spain  was  safe,  and   the  American  irar 
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began,  (heie  battalions  were  put  on  boafd 
the  fleet  on  the  American  station,  to  be 
employed  in  desultory  war&re  on  the 
coasts  of  the  United  SUtes.  When  the 
reverses  occurred  in  Canada,  they  were 
sent  on  the  emergency  to  man  the  ships 
on  the  lakes,  but  formed  no  part  of  the 
general  Canadian  force.  When  the  war 
was  over,  they  were  of  course  ordered 
home  to  be  examined,  and  such  as  were 
not  required  for  the  peace  establishment, 
to  be  paid  off  at  the  head  quarters  of  their 
respective  divisions.  If  this  did  not  appear 
on  the  return  to  the  motion  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  he  would  move  for  papers 
which  would  explain  the  matter. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  it  appeared  from  the 
hon.  secretary's  statement,  that  these  men 
were  in  Canada,  and  that  they  were  ad- 
mirably fitted  for  the  defence  of  that  co- 
lony. It  was  not  necessary  to  pay  them 
off,  they  might  have  been  kept  as  part  of 
the  peace  establishment ;  and  indeed  they 
had  not  wished  to  be  paid  off.  That  corps 
had,  in  his  opinion,  been  very  hardly  dealt 
with. 

Mr.  Croher  said,  it  was  not  possible  to 
keep  the  marines  in  Canada — they  had  no 
stan^  no  paymasters,  nor  were  they  at  all 
constituted  like  regular  corps.  As  to  the 
charge,  that  the  marines  had  been  hardly 
dealt  with,  the  fact  was,  that  they  had 
been  disembodied  more  slowly  than  on  any 
former  occasion,  and  the  quantity  kept  on 
foot  had  been  greater  by  one-third  than 
during  any  former  peace. 

Mr.  Tiemeu  said,  he  should  not  have 
said  one  syllable  as  to  the  disbanding  of 
the  marines,  if  the  opposers  of  the  army 
estimates  had  not  been  accused  of  a  desire 
to  set  many  brave  men  adrift.  It  was  not 
unnatural  that  the  marines  should  com- 
plain that  such  a  difference  had  been  made 
between  them  and  the  army.  He  wished 
to  ask  one  question — whether  sir  Home 
Popham  had  not  been  appointed  to  a  flag 
ship  at  Deptford,  with  all  the  establish- 
ment belonging  to  a  flag  ship  i 

Mr.  Croker  said,  it  had  been  usual  during 
war,  and  during  times  of  refits  and  paying 
off,  to  have  a  flag  ship  in  the  river.  When 
the  paying  off  ceased,  and  th%  refit  was 
completed,  that  flag  would  be  hauled  down. 
To  keep  a  flag  flying  till  that  time  tended 
to  economy,  accordmg  to  the  opinion  of 
all  naval  men  ;  it  would,' however,  soon  be 
hauled  down,  as  the  sailors  had  come  for- 
ward to  enter  on  the  peace  establish- 
ment with  unexampled  alacrity. 

Mr.  Ticrnei^  asked,  whether  tbero  had 


not  been  an  additional  committioBer  nfm 
pointed  at  Sheemess  ? 

Mr.  Croher  said,  there  had  always  beaa 
two  commissioners  in  the  river,  one  al 
Sheerness,  and  another  who  did  the  dulj. 
of  Woolwich  and  Deptford. 

Mr.  Wynn  dtsapprovedcf  the  reduction 
of  the  marines  in  Canada,  and  said  he 
should  be  willing  to  see  t^is  species  of 
force  extended,  if  there  was  a  correspon- 
dent reduction  in  the  army. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Princb  Regent's  Message  respect- 
ing A  Provision  for  Princess  Char« 

LOTTE  AND  PrINCE  OF  COBOURO.]     The 

order  of  the  day  for  a  committee  on  the 
Prince  Regent's  Message  havine  been 
read,  and  the  House  having  resdved  it- 
self into  the  committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose 
and  said,  that  as  he  had  observed  the  ima- 
nimous  feeling  which  had  prevailed  in  the 
House  when  the  message  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  he  anticipated  ne 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  what  would 
be  a  suitable  provision  for  her  royal  high- 
ness the  Princess  Charlotte,  and  her  m- 
tended  husband.  The  object  of  the  House 
would  imanimously  be  to  provide  ereiy 
means  for  the  domestic  comrort  and  splen- 
dour of  the  illustrious  personages,  paying 
at  the  same  time  that  due  attention  to 
economy  and  moderation,  which  at  thii^ 
and  indeed  at  all  times,  was  the  duty  of 
parliament.  To  attain  these  ends,  he 
should  in  the  first  place  propose  such  an 
annual  allowance,  as  might  be  thought 
proper  for  these  exalted  characters,  SdA 
at  some  time  hereafter,  in  a  committee 
of  supply,  he  should  move  that  such  im- 
mediate assistance  should  be  given,  as 
would  enable  them,  without  encumbering 
their  income  wiUi  debts,  to  form  their  do* 
mestic  arrangements.  The  annual  sum 
which  he  should  propose  was  60|000/.  a 
year,  of  which  10,0(Xtf.  would  form  a  sort 
of  privy  purse  for  her  rojA  highness  and 
the  remainder  would  defray  the  domestic 
expenses  of  the  Prince  of  Coboorg's  esta- 
blishment. This  sum,  he  should  propose 
to  j^rant  to  these  illustrious  personagea 
during  their  joint  lives.  The  uncertainty 
of  human  affiiirs  made  it  necessary  to  guard 
against  an  event,  which  it  coulo  not  but 
be  painful  to  contemplate.  If  the  prince 
of  Cobourg  should  die  before  his  royal 
consort,  the  whole  sum  would  be  contmued 
to  her  royal  highness  during  her  life.  If, 
howeveri  the  prince  of  Cobonrg  should 
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■urvive  her  royal  Iiighneei,  tho  Bum  of 
5(J,000/.  a  year  would  be  coulinued  to  him, 
beJGg  the  whole  of  the  atlowaoce  now  pro- 
posed tu  be  granted,  deducting  only  the 
10(000^  which  formed  the  privy  pune  of 
the  priucees.  It  was  iotended  that  the 
tkllonance  to  the  priHcesa  from  the  civil 
list  should  cease,  which  would  be  a  saving 
to  the  public  of  30,000/.  a  year,  as  would 
be  Been  by  referring  to  the  account.  With 
respect  to  the  vote  for  outfit,  which  he 
should  hereafter  propose,  the  House  would 
feel  that  a  just  economy  in  life  depended 
on  8  suitable  establishment  at  the  outfit. 
How  many  iaconveoiencies  arose  from 
debts  and  incumbrances  at  first,  which 
drew  on  a  syetem  of  procrastinating  pay- 
ueats  which  could  not  be  aTterwaids  got 
lid  of,  and  prevented  the  recurrence  to  an 
orderly  syslem  of  expenditure.  He  should, 
therefore,  propose  a  vote  for  outfit  to  the 
illustrious  personages,  equal  to  one  year's 
expenditure.  Out  of  Uiis  sum  it  was  cal- 
culated that  40,000/.  would  defray  die  ex- 
|iense  of  furniture,  plate,  equipages,  and 
viae;  10,000/.  would  be  cxpeuded  in  arli- 
4de(  of  dress  for  the  princess;  and  10,000/. 
to  bcrease  her  royal  highoesi's  jewels. 
Jhk  vote  of  60,000/.  for  out&t,  though  be 
ftfaould  not  then  propose  it,  he  had  thought 
it  proper  U>  mention,  that  the  House 
might  have  the  whole  subject  under  their 
view.  The  House,  he  thought,  would  be 
convinced  that  the  proposal  was,  on  tlie 
whole,  temperate  and  judicious.  He  hod 
only  to  mentioQ  one  other  point  for  the 
attention  of  the  House.  Hitherto  it  bad 
not  been  possible  to  fix  on  a  residence  for 
the  reception  of  her  royal  highness  and 
her  consort.  When  that  was  determined 
on,  it  might  possibly  be  necessary  to  apply 
to  the  House  for  further  aid  ;  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  propositioii  would  be  re- 
ceived with  the  same  afTectionate  and 
loyal  attcniioD  with  which  the  House  re- 
ceived the  present  proposition.  The  right 
lion,  gentleman  concluded  with  moving, 

"  That  it  it  the  opinion  of  thij  com- 
mittee, that  hia  majesty  he  enabled  to  grant 
a  yearly  sum  or  sums  of  money  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund  of  (!reat  Britain,  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  the  nett  sum  of 
60,000/.  in  order  to  provide  for  the  esta- 
bliuhraent  of  lier  royal  highness  ttie  I'rin- 
cess  Charlotte  Augusta  and  his  serene 
highness  Leopold  George  Frederick,  prince 
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e  of  Saalfeld,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


upon 


their  marriage,  to  commence  from  the  day 
of  thbir  marriage,  and  to  continue  during 
the  life  of  her  uid  jcofalliigbiieH;  40fl 


that  his  majesty  be  also  enabled  to  settle 
the  nett  sum  of  50,000/.  per  annum,  part 
of  the  said  sum  of  60,000/.  on  his  said 
serene  highness,  in  case  he  shall  survive 
her  said  royal  highness." 

Mr.  Tiemey  expressed  his  concurrency 
with  the  motioo,  and  his  hope,  that  sa  th^ 
salary  proposed  was  so  ample,  no  excess 
would  hereafter  accrue;  but  thiit,  on  the 
contrary,  the  expenditure  would  be  such 
as  to  hold  out  a  favourable  prospect  to 
the  country  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 
parties.  Witli  regard  to  the  House,  be 
saw  no  reason  why  Cumberland  Hou^, 
which  was  at  present  the  ordnance  office 
in  Pall-mall,  should  not  be  appropriated 
to  tlie  sccommodatioQ  of  the  princess 
Charlotte  and  her  consort,  especially  as 
that  house  could  not  in  time  of  peace  be 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  ordnance 
department.  Tina  House  being  in  Pall- 
mall,  was  peculiarly  suitable  for  those  il- 
lustrious personages,  and  unless  the  prin- 
cipal clerks  of  the  establishment  were  very 
tenacious  of  their  apartments,  he  could 
not  see  why  this  splendid  mansion  should 
not  be  transferred  to  the  use  of  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte,  especially  as  all  the  busi> 
ness  of  the  ordnance  ofiice  in  lime  ofpeacc 
might  be  so  easily  transacted  at  the  lower. 
With  regard  to  the  grant  of  SQfiOQl,  a 
year  to  the  prince,  in  case  his  royal  high- 
neiis  should  survive  the  princess,  he  had 
no  objection  to  it.  It  was  extremely 
liberal,  and  he  was  glad  it  was  so.  From 
all  he  had  beard  of  his  serene  highness, 
lie  was  ready  to  give  him  full  credit  for 
the  best  intentions.  He  repeated  his  en- 
tire approbation  of  the  provision  proposed. 
It  was  liberal  but  not  extravagant,  and 
such  as  it  became  those  illustrious  per- 
sonages to  receive,  and  the  country  to 
bestow. 

Mr.  Robert  IVard  explained,  that  the 
ordnance  oiUce  was  not  the  property  of 
the  Crown,  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  have  supposed.  Only  the  me- 
chanical part  of  the  office  was  transacted 
at  the  Tower;  and  much  inconvenience 
would  result  both  to  the  service  and  to 
the  public,  were  the  ordnance  to  be  re- 
moved from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
other  oHices. 

Mr.  Tiernei/  said,  that  a  few  years  ago 
there  was  a  long  slip  of  building  near  St. 
Margaret'^  church,  which  was  found  eufli- 
cient  for  the  ordnance  office.  This  had 
been  pulled  down  on  account  of  the  West- 
minster improvements.  Cumberland  houte, 
fon^etly  the  rqsiilepce  of  the  royal  duke, 
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afterwards  belonged  to  a  dub,  and  bad 
since  been  purcmwed  by  government,  to 
whom  It  now  belonged.  To  make  it  the 
residence  of  the  princess  and  her  husband 
would  be  eligible,  and  would  be  a  saving 
now  of  the  sum  it  cost.  Some  other  con- 
venient place  might  be  easily  found  for 
the  ordnance  board. 

Mr.  Fremantle  approved  most  cordially 
of  the  intended  marriage,  which,  from  bis 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  princess 
Charlotte,  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be 
productive  of  mutual  fAidXy  to  the  par- 
ties; and  he  preferred  m  liberal  grant  at 
the  outset,  which  he  trusted  would  be 
justly  apptied,  to  any  allowance  upon  a 
limited  scale,  which  might  render  tuture 
application  to  parliament  necessarjr. 

Mr.  Brougham  wished  to  give  his  feeble 
testimony  in  favour  of  the  proposed  plan. 
There  was  no  worse  economy  than  that 
which  would  attempt  to  do  too  much.  If 
k  smaller  annual  allowance  had  been 
granted,  and  a  smaller  sum  as  an  outfit, 
there  might  have  been  a  renewal  of  those 
scenes  which  had  disgusted  the  House 
and  the  country ;  of  those  applications  for 
the  payment  of  debts,  which,  though  in- 
curred, perhaps,  at  first,  through  the  want 
of  an  adequate  establishment,  had  since 
proceeded  from  a  difierent  source.  He 
approved  most  sincerely  of  the  intended 
^tablishment ;  though  some  doubt  had 
risen  in  his  mind  respecting  the  propriety 
of  continuiuj^  50,000/.  a  year  to  the  prince 
of  Cobourg,  in  case  of  her  royal  bighness's 
demise,  as  that  far  exceeded  what  was 
given  to  our  own  princes.  But  on  con- 
sidering, after  having  been  placed  so  high, 
the  mortification  which  his  serene  high- 
tiess  would  have  to  encounter  on  descend- 
ing to  a  lower  income,  he  felt  that  doubt 
nearly  removed.  The  allowance  was 
liberal,  but  he  hoped  it  would  be  spent  in 
this  country.  There  was  but  one  feeling 
in  the  House  and  in  the  country  on  that 
subject ;  and  as  her  royal  highness,  though 
sole  apparent  heiress  to  the  Crown,  was 
likely  to  come  into  the  situation  of  any 
other  woman  having  a  husband,  and' to  be 
in  the  power  of  that* husband,  he  trusted 
the  House  would  be  attentive  to  secure 
the  rights  of  that  royal  person,  and' die 
order  of  succession,  by  taking  dlthe 
measures  necessary  for  that  purpose.  He 
had  no  idea  of  limiting  die  reddence  of 
ber  royal  highness  to  any  place  beyoird 
her  own  wish.  If  at  any  time  she  should 
desire  to  visit  foreign  countries/  more  in- 
tlmatdy  connected' with  ber  basband/hc 


did  not  mean  to  raise  any  impedimeDt; 
but  to  place  in  her  hands,  by  act  of  par^ 
liamcnt,  the  power  of  continuing  in  this 
country,  if  such  was  ber  good  pleasure^ 
notwithstanding  ber  coverture.  Tlier# 
was  another  point  to  which  he  would  di- 
rect the  attention  of  the  House.  They 
bad  now,  with  a  degree  of  unanimitf 
which  did  tfaem  bonoor,  and  which  couM 
not  fail  to  prove  gratifying  to  the  yiiM* 
trious  parties,  approved  the  liberd  cstih 
bltsfament  prapoecd  for  that  distinguished 
branch  of  die  royal  family.  He  Aodd 
now  suggest  the  propriety  of  availiiif 
themselves  of  diis  unanimity,  of  this  co»» 
plefte  silence  of  party  feelings,  and  takiw 
mto  consideration  an  arrangement  whitt 
bad  once  before  been  proposed  tm  Ite 
House,  and  had  then  been  rejected.  Bm 
party  spirit  was  then  raging  in  greaMT 
violence.  He  meant  an  arrangement  iH 
case  an  event  should  take  pbee,  of  whiehy 
however  painful  the  contemplation,  ibm 
possibility  must  be  admitted ;  the  dcath» 
or  the  incapacity  of  the  Prince  Regent  te 
exercise  the  functions  of  royalty.  116 
arrangement  now  exbted  in  tne  content* 
plation  of  such  an  event.  It  had  beni 
suggested,  at  the  period  to  whidiliebai 
alluded,  to  establiro  a  permanent  fegeney t 
but  parliament  bad  been  pleased  to 'fbfto 
a  temporarv  one.  What  could  not  be  at 
fectea  in  tne  storm  of  passions,  loosened 
in  1810,  might  now  be  cooUy  and  Hidi- 
ciously  attempted*  The  fatal  event  wmeh 
might  render  such  an  arrangement  'aikar* 
wards  necessary,  was  now,  he  tnnMAy 
remote,  and  the  discussion  wouU  ther^ 
fore  be  carried  on  with  more  temper  mB 
wisdom,  than  if  the  necessides  of  tne  easia 
called  at  t>nce  npon  the  House  to  inter- 
fere. He  had  taken  this  opportumty-to 
throw  out  these  obsenrations  for  the  eoa- 
sideradon  of  parliament.  No  man  'fth 
more  sincere  respect  for  the  illustrious 
parties,  or  should  deprecate  noore  deapfy 
any  admixture  of  party  feding  in  the  vale 
of  this  night. 

I^rd  Castkrea^  gave  credit  to  die 
hon. and  learned- genUemao fbrnet wish* 
ing  to  introduce  party  fceUnjn  into  the 
discussion,  at  a  time  when  *aU  were  dis- 
posed to  show  their  aiujety  for  the  happi- 
ness of  the  illustrious  couple.  'Yet  na 
must  think  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  bad  mixed  sometlung  in  die  ques- 
tion'winch  did  not  belong  to  it.  The  sup- 
position of  incapacity  in  the  Prinee  Re- 
gent was  liot  a  subject' for  discussion  at 
this  period;  and  witb  respect  to 
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of  residence,  he  was  not  lawyer  enough  to 
know  whether  it  would  be  possible  to 
force  her  royal  highness  out  of  the  coun- 
try, but  lie  deprecated  the  creating  a  no- 
ttOQ  in  the  pubhc  mind,  that  there  might 
be  3  wish  in  some  quarter  to  &x  the  resj- 
deace  of  her  royal  highness  to  aome  other 
country.  If  the  hon.  nnd  learned  member 
had  giren  way  to  any  such  alarm9,he  would 
gladly  dispel  them,  by  assuring  him  that 
they  were  totally  groundless  ;  he  assured 
him  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  there 
was  the  most  perfect  understanding  as  to 
the  right  of  residence  between  the  parties 
interested,  and  that  a  distinct  record  of  the 
fact  had  taken  place  in  the  marriage  set' 
dements  of  her  royal  highness.  He  hoped 
he  had  now  relieved  him  from  his  alarm. 
As  to  the  question  of  regency,  this  was 
not  the  time  for  its  discussion,  and  with 
respect  to  the  allowance  to  the  prince  of 
Cobourg,  in  case  of  her  royal  highncss's 
demise,  it  was  liberal,  but  to  act  diffe- 
rently would  have  been  harsh  towards  an 
individual,  whose  coining  he  was  sure  the 
country  was  disposed  to  hail  with  satisfac- 

Mr.  Brougham  was  sorry  that  the  noble 
lord  should  suppose  he  wished  to  mix  use- 
less questions  with  the  present.  It  was 
certainly  not  likely  that  the  illustrious 
person  alluded  to,  should  feel  the  want  of 
such  protection  as  he  had  suggested,  but 
it  was  the  duly  of  the  House  to  look  at 
and  provide  for  the  possibility  of  the  case. 
He  was  glad  that  a  clause  had  been  in- 
serted in  the  marriage  settlements,  but  an 
act  of  parliament  embodying  that  stipula-  . 
tioQ  coutd  alone  give  it  force.  He  con- 
cluded by  calling  upon  the  noble  lord  to  ' 
state,  whether  an  arrangement  of  that 
nature  had  not  beeo  proposed  in  the  nc- 
gociations  which  had  taken  place  on  a  ' 
similar  subject  in  1811?  j 

Mr.  Barclay  inquired,  how  a  saving  of! 
yOfiOOl.  would  be  produced  ou  the  civil  j 
list  by  the  proposed  arrangement  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequtr  Stated,  , 
that  the  regular  income  of  her  royal  high-  ' 
ness  the  princess  Charlotte  was  15,000/., 
but  there  were  other  expenses  connected 
with  her  establishment,  which  would 
moke  up  the  saving  about  30,000/. 

Lord  Cotllerengh  explained,  that  this 
sura  included  the  eKpenses  of  the  atten- 
dants on  her  royal  highness,  her  ladies, 
and  the  persons  who  contributed  to  her 
education. 

Mr.  W^nn  approved  of  the  establish- 
ment proposed ;  but  as  it  wag  formed  on 
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nearly  the  same  footing  as  that  of  an  heir 
apparent  to  the  Crown,  he  wished,  as  long 
as  her  royal  highness  should  continue  in 
that  light,  she  should  be  placed  under  the 
same  regulations  aa  the  heir  apparent  was 
by  the  law  of  the  land. 

Lord  Caittereagk  said,  that  her  royal 
highness  was  in  no  case  to  leave  the  coun- 
try without  her  own  consent,  and  the  per- 
mission of  the  King  in  council. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Army  Estimates.]  On  the  bringing 
up  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
supply. 

Sir  John  Newport  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  proposed  military  es- 
tablishment for  India,  of  which,  he  ob- 
served, although  it  was  staled  that  the 
India  company  were  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses, he  was  satisfied  the  burthen  would 
ultimately  fall  upon  the  British  public.  In 
looking  to  the  number  of  men  intended  to  . 
be  thus  employed,  he  thought  it  was  far 
too  numerous,  when  it  was  considered 
that  the  means  of  annoyance,  both  inter- 
nal and  external,  in  that  territory,  had 
been  considerably  decreased. 

Mr.  Wallace  stated,  that  the  expense  of 
that  establishment  was  supported  by  the 
1  East  India  company,  and  that  the  effective  - 
force  was  not  so  considerable  as  the  no- 
minal one  given  in  the  estimateg.  He 
urged  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  re- 
spectable army,  even  in  time  of  peace,  in 
a  country  where  there  was  only  one  Eu- 
ropean to  1,000  natives.  He  regretted 
that  the  right  hon.  baronet  had  selected 
this  year,  when  we  could  hardly  say  that 
we  were  at  peace  in  India ;  the  rajah  of 
Nepaul  being  the  richest  chief  in  that 
country,  and  the  forces  of  Scindiab  and 
Holkar  being  also  in  great  power.  There 
was  also  a  new  predatory  power  whicb 
had  arisen,  the  Pindarrahe,  who  had  a  force 
of  30,000  or  40,000  men  ;  these  were  in- 
clined to  join  with  the  Mahrattas;  and, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  it  was  highly 
necessary  that  we  should  always  be  pre- 
pared to  repel  their  incursions. 

Sir  John  NetBjiiirt  said,  the  statement 
he  had  heard  of  the  intermediate  condi- 
tion of  India  between  peace  and  war,  re- 
moved much  of  his  objection  to  the  reso- 
lution; but  he  should  extremely  regret 
placing  a  great  force  under  any  officer, 
wliich  might  afford  a  temptation  to  increase 
our  territories  in  tliat  quarter. 

Mr.  T.  Courtcnay  said,  that  as  soon  s& 
the  war  ia  India  liad  come  to  a  coaclu- 
t 
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sion,  the  military  force  there,  according  to 
orders  already  sent  out,  would  be  re- 
duced. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with 
the  vote  proposed.  He  had  heard  nothing 
which  could  induce  him  to  think  that  the 
estabh'shment  was  not  too  large.  The 
cavalry  intended  to  be  maintained  at  home 
was  also,  in  his  opinion,  infinitely  too 
large  for  the  purposes  alleged,  which  were 
principally  those  of  collectmg  the  revenue. 
He  repeated  many  of  the  arguments  for- 
merly used,  to  show  the  necessity  of  re- 
ducing the  waggon  train  and  other  corps. 
The  reduction  in  the  whole  establishment, 
to  the  amount  of  23,000  men,  might,  he 
was  satisfied,  be  made  without  any  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  observed,  that  the 
treaties  which  had  been  concluded,  and 
which  ought  to  confirm  the  peace,  seemed 
only  to  intimate  war  and  eternal  taxation. 
When  Buonaparte  was  on  the  throne  of 
France,  we  were  told  that  neace  with  him 
was  useless  or  impossible,  and  could 
amount  to  no  more  than  an  armed  truce. 
We  had  now  obtained  a  glorious  peace — 
we  had  placed  a  sovereign  of  our  own 
choice  upon  the  throne  and  yet,  from  the 
enormous  military  establishment  now  pro- 
posed, it  would  seem  we  were  still  inse- 
cure. But  never  was  Great  Britain  in  less 
danger  of  attack,  though,  it  appeared,  an 
obstmate  extravagance  was  to  prove  an 
obstruction  to  that  diminution  of  expen- 
diture which  could  alone  save  us  from 
ruin.  After  some  remarks  on  our  insular 
situation  and  policy,  which  precluded 
danger  from  any  continental  armies,  the 
hon.  baronet  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
peace  establishment  was  inconsistent  with 
the  promises  held  out  by  the  voluminous 
mass  of  treaties  on  the  table;  and  that 
those  treaties,  in  many  instances,  particu- 
larly in  what  related  to  Belgium  and 
Russia,  were  not  deserving  of  the  pane- 
gyrics that  had  been  bestowed  on  them. 
However,  he  could  not  see  why  we  were 
saddled  with  an  enormous  establishment 
and  consequent  taxation  for  an  indefinite 
period,  or,  to  use  a  fashionable  term,  for 
an  intermediate  soace.  In  order  that  it 
might  not  be  saia  he  wished  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  people,  or  to  gain  any 
unworthy  popularity,  which  of  all  men  he 
affected  the  least,  he  had  forborne  to 
touch  on  the  distress  of  the  country, 
though  he  knew  but  too  many  instances 
of  it.  He  could  not  help  believing  that 
the  large  armv  was  kept  up  for  the  8up« 
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port  of  institutions  which  were  incompa- 
tible with  the  increasing  knowledge  and 
education  of  the  people.  The  noble  lord 
opposite  might  wish  to  see  things  go  on 
exactly  in  their  present  state,  while  he 
(sir  Gilbert)  might  wish  to  see  a  pro- 
gressive increase  of  liberty,  as  far  as  waa 
consistent  with  the  rules  of  propriety  and 
good  government;  but  he  hoped  he  should 
not  be  deemed  factious  for  this :  innovators 
and  improvers  had,  but  too  often,  been 
esteemed  but  mere  rebels  aeainst  the 
existing  powers  and  order  of  things  ;  and 
the  fate  of  Galileo  was  an  awful  warning 
of  the  precipitate  injustice  which  gene- 
rally assailed  the  greatest  benefactors  of 
society.  He  did  not  mean  to  support  all 
the  extravagancies  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion; but  there  was  a  spirit  of  rational 
liberty  that  never  could  be  extinguished ; 
no  dungeons  could  stifle  the  voice  of  truth 
— no  chains  could  subdue  the  spirit  of 
honest  freedom.  He  firmly  believed,  that 
the  military  establishment  was  designed 
to  stifle  public  opinion ;  but  he  was  con- 
vinced the  event  would  show  the  attempt 
to  be  impracticable,  not  only  here,  but  ail 
over  the  world.  As  he  had  had  no  other 
opportunity,  he  had  taken  the  present  to 
express  his  decided  disapprobation  of  the 
establishment  that  had  been  proposed. 

Lord  Palmerston  took  that  opportunity 
of  explaining  the  circumstance  which  had 
been  alluded  to  on  a  former  evening^  of 
the  transports  that  were  lost  on  the  coast 
of  Ireland.  The  accident  was  quite  un- 
avoidable, and  owing  to  the  unfavourable 
state  of  the  weather,  together  with  the 
long  nights,  which  greatfy  increased  the 
danger  of  the  navigation.  The  vessels 
employed  were  as  good  as  any  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  no  blame  whatever  cffuld  attach 
to  the  transport  board.  With  respect  to 
the  loss  in  the  transportation  of  horses  from 
Calais,  he  had  to  state,  that  tfie  number 
embarked  was  5,376,  and  the  loss  was  but 
130.  The  men  embarked  were  6,000,  of 
whom  only  two  soldiers  were  drowned, 
owing  to  accident,  arising  from  the  eager- 
ness of  the  men  to  get  on  shore.  From 
this  it  might  be  inferred,  that  vessels  of  an 
improper  description  had  not  been  used. 

The  report  was  agreed  to.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  the 
orders  of  the  day  for  the  House  resolving 
into  a  committee  of  supply. 

Mr.  IVj/nn  suggested  the  expediency  of 
postponing  the  remaining  estimates,  con- 
nected with  the  military  service,  to  a 
future  day. 

(SC) 
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Lord  Palmerslon  thought,  a«  aaothcr 
opportunity  would  occur  for  discussing 
the  Rubjeci,  and  as  the  estimates  had  al- 
ready occupied  BO  much  attention,  it 
would  be  prudent  to  go  on  now, 

Mr.  Ticrtiey  said,  that  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  continuing  the  discussions  on  this 
Bubject  further.  He,  as  well  as  gentle- 
men on  hill  side  of  the  House,  had  taken 
every  pains  to  prevent  the  estimates, 
whici)  had  been  ugreed  to,  from  passing, 
but  without  beiog  able  to  cflcct  the  altera- 
tion of  a  single  farthing  in  their  original 
amount.  His  majesty's  miotsters  bad  suc- 
ceeded iu  spite  of  all  opposition,  and  in 
defiance  of  the  sense  of  the  House  and 
the  country,  in  imposing  on  the  people  a 
military  establishment  of  111,000  men  in 
a  time  of  peace.  After  this  be  thought  it 
wsii  an  insult  on  the  country  to  congraCu- 
lato  the  noble  lord  on  haviog  made  a 
secure  and  lasting  peace. 

Lord  CaitUreagh  contended,  that  there 
wu  no  instance  in  the  history  of  this 
country  of  any  military  establishment 
having  undergone  so  long  a  discussion. 
'Hiis  was  the  tenth  night  on  which  It  had 
been  discusaed  i  and  be  would  affirm  that 
never  had  any  discussion  produced  more 
general  conviction  [Hear,  neat  1],  and  this 
conviction  was,  that  the  establishment  was 
wise,  fit,  and  becoming.  He  would  further 
say,  that  the  same  conviction  that  had 
operated  on  the  mind  of  the  House  had 
becit  brpuglit  home  to  the  minds  of  the 
people;  and  in  causing  tlicir  conviction, 
ministers  had  pursued  the  upright  line  of 
their  duty,  in  dc^ance  of  all  the  obloquy 
that  had  been  heaped  upon  them.  The 
people,  therefore,  who  were  always 
dined  to  hear  reason,  would  do  thctn  ji 
tice,  and  give  them  tlicir  confidence. 

Mr,  Ttcrnei/  said,  he  would  only  w 
the  qucijtion  to  be  tried  by  the  ordinary 
appeal  to  the  sense  of  the  people,  namely, 
by  a  dissolution  of  parliament.  Geotle- 
men  on  his  side  of  the  House  had  done 
all  they  could,  by  movin?  calls  of  the 
House,  In  obtain  the  attendance  of  mcni 
ben  on  this  important  occasion  ;  but  thi 
noble  lord  well  knew  that  they  had  failed 
in  their  object,  and  tltat  the  people  hnd 
been  saddled  tritli  this  enormous  establish- 
ment, when  not  more  than  one-third  of 
the  members  of  the  House  had  voted 
for  it. 

Mr.  Lt/tleltoii  said,  he  would  not  suSer 
any  vote  to  pass  without  raising  his  voice 
against  Uiis  improvident  and  unfortunate 
miUlary  eatablUhmeal.      It    was    Mt  « 
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little  in  contradiction  to  the  noble  lord's 
assumption  of  the  general  feeling  being 
with  him,  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
those  who  usually  voted  with  ministers, 
about  60  or  70,  had  displayed  their  good 
sense  by  voting  against  this  measure. 

The  House  havin((  resolved  itself  into 
the  committee  of  supply,  on  lord  Palmer- 
stona moving,  "  That  1,234,596;.  13*.  Ci/. 
be  granted  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  forces  stationed  in  France," 

Mr.  Tierney  took  occasion  to  ask  how 
the  money  to  be  paid  by  France  was  to  be 
managed — by  what  authority  was  it 
placed  in  the  military  chest — and  by  what 
authority  taken  out  ? 

Lord  CastUreagh  replied,  that  the 
money  to  be  advanced  by  France  was 
droits  of  the  Crown,  and  paid  by  its  au- 
thority into  the  military  chest,  for  the 
use  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Tieniei/  said,  that  it  was  a  most 
monstrous  proposition,  that  this  sum 
which  the  exertions  of  the  country,  at  a 
vast  expense,  compelled  France  to  pay. 
should  be  considered  the  exclusive  pro- 
perty of  the  Crown,  and  independent  of 
the  control  of  the  House.  A  more  im- 
portant question  could  not  come  before 
parliament. 

The  Chancellor  nfthe  Exchrquer,  while 
he  asserted  those  sums  to  be  droits  of  the 
Crown,  had  no  objection  to  account  for 
the  application  of  them  to  the  House. 
They  were  subject  to  the  same  preroga- 
tive as  ships  taken  from  the  enemy  after 
the  declaration  of  hostilities. 

Mr.  Brougham  reprobated  the  prin- 
ciple. 

Mr.  Tierney  acknowledged  most  fully 
the  services  of  the  army,  and  thought 
them  deserving  the  hii;heBt  reward ;  but 
tills  reward  they  should  be  accustomed  to 
receive  from  parh  a  merit  alone. 

Lord  Casllereagti  said,  that  the  money 
paid  by  France  would  be  as  regularly  ac- 
counted for  to  the  House,  as  if  it  bad 
been  issued  from  the  treasury  of  England. 
The  country  would  thereby  obtain  every 
security  that  could  be  anorded  by  etc.- 
counts.  The  donalinn  made  to  the  armv 
was  not  by  the  Crown  alone,  but  by  all 
the  allied  sovereigns- 
Mr.  Brougham  apprehended  the  most 
serious  danger  from  having  the  British 
army  paid  by  foreign  powers.  Tlie  army 
should  look  to  parliament  alone  as  its  pay- 
master, and  while  it  did  so,  the  Crown 
might  be  intrusted  with  its  services.  He 
expressed  his  hope,  that  tlus  circuoutaaati 
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so  alarmioff  in  a  constitutional  point  of 
view,  vrodd  be  broofrfit  under  the  distinct 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  sentleman  might  bring  the  ques- 
tion to  issue  as  soon  as  he  pleased.  The 
House  should  however  remember,  that 
the  donation  was  given  to  the  army  by  the 
consent  of  the  Crown  ;  and,  in  pursuance 
of  a  treaty,  which  parliament  nad  since 
ratified.  He  allowea  it  to  be  a  monstrous 
principle,  that  our  army  should  receive 
any  pay  from  foreisn  powers ;  but  it  must 
likewise  be  acknowledged  as  equally  mon- 
strous for  the  House  to  divert  to  any  other 
purpose,  money  which  by  treaty  had  been 
appropriated  to  the  army. 

Lord  MiUon^  on  constitutional  grounds, 
objected  to  the  principle  of  suffering  our 
army  to  look  to  any  otner  power  than  the 
Crown  for  prize,  or  to  the  parliament  for 
pay.  If  the  Crown  were  now  desirous  of 
reverting  to  the  ancient  prerogative,  he 
trusted  that  it  would  likewise  again  submit 
to  its  ancient  burthens. 

Sir  M.  W,  Ridley  begeed  leave  to 
speak  of  a  circumstance  which  did  not 
refer  to  the  present  question.  In  the  last 
session,  800,000/.  had  been  voted  to  the 
army  of  the  peninsula,  serving  under  the 
duke  of  Wellington.  But  another  army, 
equally  meritorious,  was  totally  overlooked 
— he  meant  the  army  that  fought  at  Bar- 
rossa  under  sir  Thomas  Graham. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  money  was  voted  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  spoils  captured  from  the  enemy, 
and  if  the  army  of  Barrossa  had  been 
equally  fortunate  in  its  captures,  it  would 
have  been  equally  remunerated. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Marriage  of  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte.] The  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, in  the  committee  of  supply,  moved, 
**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  60,000/. 
nett,  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  marriage  of  her  royal  highness 
the  Princess  Charlotte  Augusta  with  his 
serene  highness  Leopold  George  Frederick 
Prince  of  Cobourg  of  Saalfeld,&c.  &c.  &c." 

Mr.  Fremantle  had  no  objection  to  the 
sum,  but  wished  to  know  whether  it 
would  be  vested  in  trustees,  or  what  secu- 
rity the  public  would  have  for  its  being 
fairly  applied ;  not  that  he  could  have  any 
doubt  of^the  parties  concerned,  but  it  was 
necessary  that  the  country  should  have 
some  tecurity,  and  it  would  be  satisfactory 


to  the  feelings  of  the   royal  individuals 
themselves. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that,  no  doubt,  the  first  officer  whom  the 
illustrious  persons  whose  interests  were 
concerned  in  this  vote  would  appoint, 
would  be  a  treasurer  to  whom  this  sum,  as 
well  as  the  quarterly  payments  of  the  an- 
nual allowance,  would  be  paid. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  he  thought  40,000/.- 
not  a  fraction  too  much  for  the  outfit,  as 
it  had  been  called,  of  the  illustrious  indi- 
viduals alluded  to.  With  respect,  how- 
ever, to  the  plate  and  jewels,  m  the  pur- 
chase of  which  the  remaining  20,000/.  was 
to  be  applied,  he  could  not  help  remark- 
ing that  these  thinas  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  another  quarter.  If  they 
were  not  obtained  in  this  way,  he  did  not 
think  20,000/.  an  unreasonable  sum  for 
their  purchase.  As  to  the  security  for 
the  proper  application  of  these  sums,  he 
was  sure  none  was  necessary,  as  from  all 
he  had  heard  of  prince  Cobourg,  he  was 
convinced  no  man  could  apply  it  more 
faithfully  to  the  purposes  intended  than 
he  would. 

Mr.  Fremantle  did  not  mean  to  insi- 
nuate the  possibility  of  a  doubt  as  to  the 
high  honour  of  the  illustrious  prince  in 
question.  His  object  in  making  the  in- 
quiry was  merely  for  information. 

Tne  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  never 
understood  the  hon.  gentleman  to  question 
the  honourable  feelings  of  his  serene  high- 
ness. 

Mr.  Tierney  again  suggested  the  im- 
propriety of  the  ordnance  department  oc- 
cupying so  larse  a  house  as  that  which^ 
they  did  in  Pall  Mall — ^a  house  which  had 
been  the  residence  for  many  years  of  the 
duke  and  duchess  of  Cumberland,  and 
which,  if  taken  as  the  residence  of  thp 
illustrious  persons  for  whom  provision  was 
now  making,  might  save  the  country  a 
considerable  expense.  The  value  of  the 
House  was  not  less  than '30,000/.  and  the 
department  might  be  accommodated  at  a 
much  less  expense.         , 

Mr.  R.  JVard  said,  there  were  four 
branches  of  the  ordnance  in  the  building 
in  question.  With  respect  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  House  to  the  purpose  in- 
tended, he  begged  to  suggest  whether  it 
was  not  necessary  to  consult  the  feelings 
of  the  illustrious  persons  before  any  ar- 
rangement could  even  be  hinted  at.  Re- 
specting their  residence,  the  discussion  of 
the  question  now  was  premature. 

Mr.  Tierney  did  not  mean  to  enter  into 
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any  discuasioo  of  the  point,  but  merely  to 
throw  out  a  suggestion,  so  that  it  might 
not  be  said  hereafter,  "  be  should  have 
spoken  sooner." 

Sir  M.  IV.  Ridh/i  did  not  think  ihe  oc- 
casion on  improper  one  for  introducing 
this  subject. 

The  t|ueBlion  was  then  carried  «em.  con. 
amidst  loud  cheers. 
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chance  of  getting  rid  of  the  war  malt  tax. 
The  Rovernmeni  had  not  held  out  any 
iuch  hopes. 

Mr.  A&ercrombie  presented  a  petition 
from  Godalming,  against  t 
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Petitions  against  tiie  Property; 
Tax.]  Petitions  respecting  the  Property 
Tax  were  prescsented  from  Guildford, 
Callinglon,  Aberdeen,.  Godalming,  Wor- 
cester, Tburnbury,  Lanark,  Hungerrord, 
Staflbrd,  St.  Alban's,  Plomesgate,  Pontea- 
bury,  Coningsby,  the  county  of  Kent,  Ro- 
cbesler,  Chaiham,  Healey-upon- Thames, 
the  county  of  Sussex,  Soulhamplon,  the 
county  of  Berks.  Newbury,  Kircudbright, 
Market -Deeping,  Louth,  SpiUby,  county 
of  Lincoln,  Shield,  Morpctb,  county  of 
York,  county  of  Perth,  and  from  the 
merchants  and  traders  of  the  metrnpolis. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Oaslow,  on  presenting  the 


the  ir 


e  tax.     He 


lid,  i 


^newal  of 


of  the  county  t 

intention  to  support  the  tax,  this  petition 
had  not  been  eotrusted  to  them  to  present 
to  the  House. 

Sir  H.  Neale  slated,  tliat  he  had  autho- 
rity from  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Ly- 
mington,  to  disclaim  on  their  part  any 
participation  in  the  petition  against  the 
property  tax,  which  bad  been  transmitted 
from  that  town.  The  hon.  baronet  con- 
cluded by  presenting  a  petition  to  that 
effect  from  the  individuals  in  question. 

Lord  Folkeslonc  said,  that  this  paper  had 
more  the  appearance  of  a  statement  than 
a  petition. 

The  Speater  observed,  that  the  Hou&e 
was  not  m  the  babit  of  being  very  scrupu- 
lous as  to  the  form  of  a  petition.  The 
Eetilioners  in  this  case  only  prayed  not  to 
e  included  in  the  number  of  those  who 
constructed  a  former  instrument. 

Sir  H.  Neale  said,  that  they  wished  to 
petition  from  the  corporation  and  inhabi-  disclaim  any  connexion  with  the  petition 
tants  of  Guildford,  praying  in  very  strong     couched  in  the  intemperate  language  of 


,  that  the  income  tax  might 
renewed,  said,  he  should  certainly  support 
the  petition,  and  thai  he  was  desired  by 
the  member  for  Bridport,  who  was  tlie  re- 
corder of  Guildford,  to  express  bis  con- 
currence in  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Tre-mnyiie  said,  it  was  the  opi- 
nion of  came  of  his  constituents  in  the 
county  of  Cornwall,  that  a  modified  tax 
upon  property,  bearing  equally  upon  all 


be  1  the  former  one. 

Lord  Elmhi/  presented  a  petition  from 
a  number  ol*  persons  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  expressing  their  opinion  in  fa- 
vour of  an  equally  regulated  tax  on  pro- 
perty, 

Mr,  Lyttellon  said,  that  this  petition, 
which  virtually  prayed  for  a  continuance 
of  the  tax,  did  not  represent  the  sense  of 
the  county.     It  was  proposed  for  adoptioo 


Jasses  oi  the  community,   would  be  an  at  a  late  hour  of  the  day,  and  without 

equitable  tax.     He  had  a  petition  to  this  tice.     In  proof  of  its  being  signed  by  a 

eflecl.     If  this  mode  were  adopted,  the  very  small  number  of  his 

government  might  dispense  with  the  war  adduced  the  fact  that  i 

malt  tax,  whicn  pressed  bard   upon  the  the  signatures  of  two  magistrates.     The 


The  Altortieif  General  stated,  that  al- 
though he  had  on  a  former  evening  pre. 


senled  a  petition    from    his   constituents    against  the  tax. 


of  the  county,  as  would  be  seen  by 
a  petition  which  would  be  presented  in 
the  course  of  the  evening,  was  entirely 


at  Eye  against  this  tax,  be  was  yet  of  opi 
nion  that,  under  the  preaent  circumstances 
of  the  country,  a  modified  property  tax, 
a  time  to  be  limited,  was  the  best  mode  , 


Lord  Elmley  replied,  that  the  petition 
had  been  earned  by  a  show  of  tmids  in 
the  usual  manner. 

Mr.  Ltfttelion  rejoined,  that  it  t 


of  raising  tlie  sums  wanted  for  the  state,  i  little  consequence  how  it  had  been 
This  was  his  conviction,  and  he  regretted     ried,  when  no  public  notice  ofthemeeting 
that  it  was  at  variance  with  the  opinions    was  given. 

of  his  constituents,  I       Sir  M'.  Crnry  presented  a  petition  from 

Mr.  Melhuen  hoped  that  no  member  |  the  county  of  Kent  against  any  renewal 

would  act  under  Ihe  impression,  that  by     of  the  property  tax,  and  the  maintenance 

Totiug  for  the  property  lax,  he  bad  aay    of  largu  sUoding  armies  in  time  of  peace. 
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The  hon.  baronet  stated  that*  although 
some  opposition  had  been  made,  the  peti- 
tion was  carried,  with  the  exception  of 
six  or  seven  persons  at  the  utmost,  with 
the  most  perfect  unanimity ;  and  he  had 
only  to  add,  that  he  fully  concurred  with 
every  part  of  it. 

mr.  Rose  had  to  present  a  petition  froin 
certain  persons  at  Southampton,  against 
the  property  tax.  This  was  the  petition 
which  he  had  on  a  former  night  alluded 
to.  It  came  to  him  by  the  mail  coach 
that  morning,  without  any  accompanying 
communication.  He  knew  nothing  about 
it  or  the  promoters  of  it,  and  he  would 
not  by  making  any  further  observations 
on  the  subject,  afford  room  for  that  sort 
of  discussion  which  he  was  sorry  to  see 
embraced  with  so  much  eagerness  by 
gentlemen  opposite. 

When  the  petition  was  opened  by  the 
clerk,  a  piece  of  loose  parchment  fell  from 
it  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  House 
could  not  receive  the  dissevered  part  of  a 
document  like  this. 

Mr.  Rose  stated,  that  it  had  reached 
him  in  that  state.  The  separate  part,  he 
believed,  contained  signatures  which  it 
was  intended  to  attach  to  those  at  the  end 
of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  the  question  was,  not 
in  what  manner  it  reached  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  but  whether  it  was  within  the 
orders  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  said,  they  ought  to 
be  indulgent  towards  a  petition  for  which 
a  reward  of  twenty  guineas  had  been  of- 
fered by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
Presented  it.  They  ought  to  be  glad  to 
ave  discovered  the  stolen  petition  on  any 
terms. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  the  petition  con- 
tained, as  he  had  before  stated,  about 
thirty  or  forty  respectable  names,  toge- 
ther  with  a  great  many  others,  who  were 
either  paupers  or  non-residents  of  the 
town. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  the  present  petition 
evidently  showed  that  the  people  of 
Southampton  felt  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  countrjr  on  the  question  of  this 
tax.  When  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
last  spoken,  he  asserted  that  the  people  of 
Southampton  were  favourable  to  the  tax. 
He  had  spoken  of  the  present  petition  as 
emanating  from  paupers,  &c.  It  appeared 
of  such  a  character,  that  he  shrunk  with 
horror  from  its  presentation.  He  (Mr. 
Baring)  was,  however;  at  liH  glad  lo  hear, 


that  it  had  some  respectable  signatures ; 
and  the  best  proof  of  its  contaming  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  Southampton 
was,  that  the  efforts  ot  the  right  hon.  gen« 
tleinan  opposite  (if  indeed  he  made  any) 
had  failed  in  procuring  a  counter-petition. 

Mr.  Rose  repeated  what  he  had  said  on 
a  former  occasion  relative  to  this  petition, 
but  he  denied  having  uttered  a  syllable 
from  which  it  could  be  inferred  that  the 
people  of  Southampton  were  favourable 
to  the  property  tax.  He  also  denied  that 
he  had  directly  or  indirectly  interfered 
in  the  matter.  He  had  never  written  a 
line  to  any  person  to  promote  either  this 
petition  or  a  counter  one.  He  would 
again  assert,  that  the  great  mass  of  those 
who  signed  the  petition  were  unknown  at 
Southampton.  Some  of  them  had  never 
paid  the  property  tax,  or,  indeed,  any 
other  in  their  lives. 

Mr.  C.  Dundas  presented  a  petition 
from  Berkshire  against  the  propertv  tax, 
at  the  same  time  exprening  himself  iniml* 
cal  to  the  intention  of  government  re* 
spectin^  its  renewal.  The  people  had 
borne  it  without  complaint  durine  the 
war,  admitting  the  necessity  for  heavy 
taxation  to  maintain  the  arduous  struggle 
in  which  the  country  was  engaged,  but 
confidently  looking  forward  to  its  termi- 
nation to  afford  relief  from  the  pressure 
of  this  tax  in  particular. 

Mr.  Neville  said,  that  as  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  Berkshire,  he  felt  it  hb 
duty  to  bear  testimony  to  the  general 
feeling  which  prevailed  in  that  county,  as 
well  as  others,  against  the  property  tax. 
The  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  who  was 
not  then  in  his  place,  might,  mdeed,  as- 
sert, that  this  feeling  sprung  from  an  igno- 
rant impatience  for  a  relaxation  of  taxes-* 
be  might  assert  that  it  was  created  by 
clamour,  a  clamour  which  existed  only  ia 
his  imagination.  The  fact  was,  the  (ed« 
ing  of  the  people  sprung  from  an  honest 
indignation  at  the  evasion  that  had  been 
practised  upon  them.  He  would  oppose 
the  tax  in  every  stage,  from  a  conviction 
of  its  injustice,  and  also  from  a  firm  per- 
suasion that  any  tax  of  this  kind,  u,  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  was  wholly  un- 
justifiable. 

Mr.  William  Douglas  rose  to  put  a 
question  to  an  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, whom  he  now  saw  in  his  place.  He 
desired  to  know  upon  what  authority  that 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  ventured 
to  insinuate,  that  his  constituents  were 
indisposed  to  commit  their  petitions^to 
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olir.rge.     He  valued  his  inticpendencfl  as 
highly  as  any  member  of  the  Hause,  and 
was  prepared  to  defend  iE  against  the  hon. 
gentleman,  either  there  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  ilie  House  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  hon.  gentleman's 
intentions  elsewhere.  With  respect  to 
nhat  had  fallen  from  him  on  a  farmer  oc- 
casion, he  hud  certainly  observed,  that  it 
was  somewhat  extraordinary  that  the  five 
bovougbs  represented  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man should  have  sent  their  petitions  to  the 
House  through  the  medium  of  hia  (Mr. 
B.'s)  presentation.  This,  he  had  consi- 
dered, was  only  to  be  accounted  for  by 
some  known  difTercnce  of  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  income  tax  between  the  hon. 
gentleman  and  his  constituents.  Upon 
this  supposition  the  conduct  of  (he  peti- 
tioners was  quite  natural ;  and  he  should 
therefore  retain  his  opinion,  until  he  saw 
reasno  to  believe  that  the  conjectures  as 
to  the  hon.  gentleman's  views  with  regard 
to  the  property  tax  were  unfounded. 

Mr.  W.  Douglas  conceived  that  the 
hoD.  gentleman  ought  in  common  courtesy 
to  have  apprized  him  of  his  having  re- 
ceived these  petitions,  before  he  presented 
them  to  the  House,  accompanied  by  ob- 
servations of  this  nature. 

Blr.  Brougham  believed  the  courtesy 
described  by  the  hon.  gentleman  to  be 
<]uite  unusual  iu  the  jiratice  of  receiving 
anil  presenting  petitions  to  the  House. 

Mr,  Pelham  presented  petitions  from 
Louth,  Market- Deeping,  Spilsby,  and  the 
county  of  Lincoln  against  the  property 
tax,  the  military  esttdilishmcnts,  and  the 
profusion  in  every  department. 

Sit  Robert  Heron,  adverting  to  an  ob- 
servation of  the  noble  loni  (Castlereagh), 
that  the  protracted  debates  upon  the  niili- 
lafy  estimates  had  served  to  convince  the 
country  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed 
cstabiiahmciit,  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
noble  lord  had  been  present  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  county  of  Lincoln  on  Friday 
last,  and  he  would  have  been  satisfied  of 
the  inaccuracy  of  his  iuformntion.  For 
at  that  meeting,  which  was  by  far  the 
most  unanimous  and  respectable  he  had 
ever  witnessed  in  the  Castle  Yard  of  Lin. 
coin,  excepting  only  the  cose  of  a  parti- 
cular contested  ejection,  the  sentiments  of 
the  county  was  decidedly  opposite  to  the 
noble  lord's  observation.  He  would  not, 
liowcver,  state  that  the  meeting  was  una- 
nimous in  favour  of  the  petition,  for  five 
gentlemen  had  spoken  against  it.  But  yet 
upon  a  ahow  of  hands,  the  ancat  to  the 
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petition  was  so  universal,  that  no  one,  not 
even  among  those  five  dissentients,  at- 
tempted to  call  for  a  division.  The  peti- 
tion, however,  was  only  signed  by  600 
persons,  but  this  was  owing  to  circumstan- 
ces which  he  thought  it  necessary  to  ex- 
plain. It  wag  expected  that  the  sheriff 
would  have  signed  the  petition  on  the  part 
of  the  meeting,  but  that  oRicer  having  re> 
fused  to  do  so,  it  became  necessary  to  ap< 
ply  for  individual  signatures.  The  peti- 
tion, howeve;,  having  been  ]eft  at  the 
town-hall,  which  was  a  smntl  room  with 
but  one  entrance,  only  a  few  persona  could 
find  admittance  to  sign  the  petition  in  due 
time,  for  that  dispatch  to  which  it  was  ne* 
cessary,  for  obvious  reasons,  to  attend. 
But  such  was  the  eager  pressure  of  the 
people,  that  he  was  assured  that  several 
yeoman   and  farmers  stood  in   the  i 


three  or  four  hours,  to  v 


t  the 


oppor 


tunity  of  signing  their  names.  This  he 
felt  it  necessary  to  state,  in  order  that  the 
House  should  not  form  an  opinion  of  the 
feeling  of  this  country  from  the  compa- 
ratively few  names  annexed  to  the  peti- 
tion. The  property  tax  was,  in  fact,  uni- 
versally unpopular  in  Lincolnshire,  and  it 
was  also  tlie  general  opinion  in  that  county, 
that  the  war  tax  upon  malt  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed. Indeed,  the  hostility  to  this  lax 
was  nearly  enual  to  that  agamst  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  property  tax.  By  the  re- 
peal of  the  malt  war  tax  it  was  conceived 
that  two  important  benefits  would  arise  ; 
namely,  that  agriculture  would  be  served 
by  the  increased  consumption  of  barley, 
and  that  the  agricultural  labourers  would 
be  enabled  to  purchase  that  beverage  of 
which,  of  late  years,  they  had  scarcely  a 
taste.  Upon  the  merit  of  this  calculation, 
he  felt  that  he  was  not  a  competent  judge, 
but  he  conceived  it  his  duty  to  represent 
the  opinion  of  a  meeting  at  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  attend. 

Mr.  Chaplin  said,  tliat  he  differed  on 
some  points  from  the  hon,  baroneX.  That 
the  meeting  at  Lincoln  was  numerous  he 
was  ready  to  admit,  but  then  it  was  pro- 
per to  allude  to  the  expculii:ti[s  employed 
to  augment  that  meeting,  especially  by  an 
hon.  baronet  who  had  a  large  property  in 
that  county.  It  was  a  fact,  that  a  clergy- 
man in  that  county,  acted  upon  by  influ- 
ence which  was  not  unknown,  had  taken 
all  his  parishioners  to  the  meeting,  as  if  he 
were  proceeding  to  a  county  election. 
He  had  also  to  stale,  that  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh]  need  not,  from  anything 
that  took  place  at  this  meeting,  or  that 
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was  thought  ia  Lincolnshire,  feci  much 
alarm  about  the  accuracy  of  hiiB  observa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  proposed  military 
establishment;  and  he  could  add,  that 
the  people  of  that  county  did  not  object 
strongly  to  the  continuaacc  of  the  war  tax 
upon  malt. 

Mr.  D.  BurreU  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
petition,  and  bore  testimony  to  the  uni- 
versal feeling  of  Lincolnshire  against  the 
property  tax,  and  the  proposed  military 
establishment. 

Mr.  Pelham  followed  on  the  same  side, 
and  maintained  that  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed in  the  petition  were  those  of  the 
county  at  large. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heaihcote  said,  that  under- 
standing some  remarks  from  the  hon. 
member  for  Lincolnshire  were  pointed 
particularly  at  him,  he  desired  to  know 
whether  gentlemen  who  had  property  in  a 
particular  district  were  precluded  by  law, 
or  should  abstain  in  justice,  from  using 
their  influence  to  second  the  wishes  and 
promote  the  interests  of  the  people.  It 
was  not  surely  pretended,  that  ministers 
hesitated  to  employ  any  influence  in  their 
power  to  advance  their  views.  The  hon. 
member  was  probably  enabled  to  speak  to 
that  question ;  and  why,  then,  should  gen- 
tlemen who  felt  for  the  distresses  of  the 
country  be  inactive,  while  the  baneful  in- 
fluence of  the  government  was  in  active 
exertion.  IF,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
stated,  a  clergyman  of  Lincolnshire  had 
been  so  active  on  this  occasion,  that  cler- 
gyman was  eminently  entitled  to  praise 
for  his  public  spirit,  and  be  could  not  help 
expressing  a  wisii  that  the  generality  of 
churchmen  were  equally  meritorious.  The 
hon.  baronet  said,  lie  had  not  himself  at- 
tended the  meeting  of  Lincolnshire,  from 
motives  of  delicacy,  because  he  had  been 
for  eleven  years  a  representative  for  that 
county,  and  from  the  same  cause  he  had 
declined  signing  the  requisition.  But  still 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  support  the  opinion 
of  that  county,  as  he  ever  strenuously 
should  the  sentiments  of  his  countrymen. 
This  course,  indeed,  he  was  resolved  uni- 
formly to  pursue,  without  any  view  to  per- 
sonal interest ;  for  he  sought  neither  power 
nor  profit  from  his  public  conduct;  on 
the  contrary,  he  declared  that  the  posses- 
sion of  the  mines  of  Peru  should  not  in- 
duce him  to  connect  himself  with  adminis- 
tration. 

Sir  Robert  Heroti'  declared,  that  he 
could  not  conceal  his  surprise  at  the  state- 
ment which  the  House  bud  heard  from  the 
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hon.  member  for  Lincolnshire ;  but  wlien 
he  considered  tlie  answer  which  the  peti- 
tion itself  aflbrded  to  that  statement,  he 
could  not  fiew  it  without  uneasiness.  The 
hon.  member  had  ventured  to  assert,  that 
the  people  of  Lincolnshire  were  not  anx* 
ious  for  the  repeal  of  the  war  tax  on  malt, 
or  averse  to  the  proposed  military  esta- 
blishment ;  but  to  refute  that  assertion,  he 
would  refer  the  hon.  member  and  the 
House  to  the  words  of  the  petition,  and 
adcT  that  reference,  he  thought  no  one 
could  be  surprised  at  any  thing  which  fell 
from  that  hon.  member  [Hear,  hear!]. 
With  respect  to  the  meetmg  at  Lincoln, 
or  the  means  used,  as  the  hon.  member 
stated,  to  influence  that  meeting,  he  (sir 
R.  H.)  would  ask,  whether  means,  the 
most  gross  and  scandalous  were  not  em^ 
ployed  to  produce  an  undue  impression 
upon  that  meeting?  For  instance,  one 
gentleman  took  the  liberty  of  ascribing  to 
him  (sir  R.  H.)  something  little  short  of 
forgery,  for  putting  names  to  the  requisi- 
tion which  he  was  not  fully  authorized  to 
do  bv  the  hand-writing  of  the  gentleman 
alluded  to.  Those  indeed  who  knew  him, 
could  not,  he  presumed,  suppose  that  he 
would  make  use  of  the  name  of  any  per- 
son if  not  duly  authorized. 

Sir  Charles  Monk  stated,  that  having 
property  in  Lincolnshire,  he  had  thought 
proper  to  sign  the  requisition  for  the 
meetinfi^  with  which  the  petition  originated. 

Lord  George  Cavendish  said,  that  he  had 
authorised  the  hon.  baronet  to  include  his 
name  among  those  who  required  the  i^^ 
riff  to  convene  the  meeting  alluded  to. 

Sir  Robert  Heron  observed,  that  not  a 
single  name  appeared  in  the  requisition 
which  was  not  duly  authorized. 

Mr.  Atherley  presented  a  petition  from 
Southampton  against  the  property  tax, 
which  he  said  was  not  signed  by  paupers 
and  children,  as  had  been  asserted  of  a 
former  petition  which  was  stolen,  but  by 
respectable  inhabitants. 

Lord  Folkestone  stated,  that  this  petition 
had  been  proposed  under  every  disadvan- 
tage, and  yet  in  the  short  space  of  six 
hours,  from  ibur  o'clock  till  ten,  it  received 
4S0  signatures,  notwithstanding  the  rain 
fell  in  torrents  all  the  time.  He  said,  that 
during  the.  time  it  lay  for  signatures,  a 
person  meanly  dressed,  presented  himself 
in  the  room  to  sign  it.  The  gentlemen 
who  were  there,  recollecting  the  aspersion 
which  had  been  cast  upon  the  former  pe- 
tition, asked  him  whether  he  knew  any 
thing  about  the  property  tax,  or  whetlier 
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he  paid  tnwarda  it  i  He  replied  yes,  for 
be  rented  a  house  which  pitid  the  properly 
tax,  and  his  rent  had  been  raised  by  the 
landlord,  in  order  to  meet  the  property 
tax.  He  knew  if  the  tax  was  taken  off, 
that  bis  rent  ivould  he  reduced  in  propor- 
tion. Lord  F.  said,  he  mentioned  this 
circumstance  merely  to  prove,  in  opposi- 
tion to  nbat  bad  been  advanced  i^y  ilie 
right  bon.  gentleman  opposite  ( Mr.  Rose) , 
ttiat  those  who  did  not  pay  directly  to  the 
property  tax,  yet  paid  indirectly  to  it. 

Lord  Lascel/ei  presented  a  petition 
from  the  town  of  Sheffield,  which  he  had 
received  that  morning  by  the  coacb.  It 
was  in  favour  of  the  property  tax.  The 
meeting,  he  understood,  bad  not  been  re- 
gularly convened,  aa  was  the  case  witli  the 
t'ormer  petition,  but  in  t!ie  course  of  two 
days,  during  which  it  was  drawn  up  and 
leu  for  signatures,  it  was  signed  by  up- 
wards of  eleven  hundred  persons.  Had 
there  been  sufficient  time,  tlie  signatures 
would  have  been  more  numerous,  but  they 
were  anxious  to  have  it  presented  that 
day.  The  petitioners  staled,  that  they 
believed  the  renewal  of  the  property  tax  to 
be  the  best  measure  that  could  be  resorted 
to,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  ;  but  at  the  same  time  ihey  relied 
on  tbe  wisdom  of  that  House  for  carrying 
into  effect  such  retrencbmente  as  might  be 
consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  na- 
tional honour  and  prosperity. 

Lord  Milton  said,  that  he  bad  had  tbe 
honour  of  presenting  a  petition  |o  the 
House  some  days  since,  from  Sheffield, 
which  emanated  from  a  meeting  regularly 
convened,  and  which  had  been  signed  by  a 
great  number  of  tbe  most  respectable  in- 
habitants. By  whom  the  present  one  was 
signed  be  knew  not,  but  he  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  circum- 
itance  connected  with  it.  No  public 
meeting  whatever  was  called,  but  instead 
of  that,  the  public  crier  went  through  the 
town  to  give  notice  that  such  a  petition 
was  lying  for  signatures,  and  he  had  a 
large  printeil  placard,  stating,  that  the  in- 
faabitants  of  Sheffield  were  required  tp 
attend  at  tbe  Town-hall,  to  sign  a  petition 
for  the  purpose  of  compelling  their  repre- 
sentatives to  pay,  and  not  to  have  all  the 
burthens  saddled  upon  the  poor.  That 
was  the  ivay  in  which  the  petition  had  been 
obtained,  and  he  thought  it  bis  duty  to 
state  the  fact  to  the  House. 

Lord  Laicetles  said,  he  knew  notbiiig  as 
tfl  tbe  mode  of  proceeding  which  had  been 
adopted.    Tbe  petition  wu  st'tit  to  him 


from  Sheffield,  and  be  felt  it  his  duty  to 
present  it.  With  respect  to  the  circum- 
stance mentioned  by  the  noble  lord,  he 
had  himself  seen  an  advertisement  in  the 
Leeds  paper  relating  to  the  petition,  in 
which  it  stated,  that  tbe  operation  of  llio 
tax  was  to  lay  the  burthen  on  the  rich, 
and  not  on  the  poor.  In  what  way  that 
advertisement  had  been  employed  by  tbe 
town  crier,  he  could  not  pretend  Co  say. 

Lord  Milton  rose  to  present  the  peti- 
tion from  the  county  of  York,  against  the 
property  tax.  Ilesaid  thataperiod  of  six 
and  thirty  years  had  elapsed  since  the 
inhabitants  of  that  county  had  been  called 
together  lo  petition  the  legislature.  Tbe 
great  difficulty,  indeed,  of  calling  together 
the  inhabitants  of  that  extensive  county, 
and  the  conflicting  interests  which  divided 
them,  had  always  been  so  many  obstacles 
in  the  way,  and  indeed  it  was  felt  lo  bean 
injudicious  proceeding  to  bring  together 
so  heterogeneous  a  mass.  Dut,  on  tbe 
present  occasion,  the  feelings  of  all  parties 
were  united,  not  only  wilb  respect  to  tbe 
renewal  of  the  property- tux,  but  to  the 
great  distresses  under  which  the  country 
laboured.  The  only  exception,  be  be- 
lieved, throughout  the  realm  was  to  be 
found  on  the  opposite  bench,  for  the  right 
fa  on.  gentleman  still  seemed  to  doubt  those 
distresses,  or  at  least  persevered  in  thinking 
that  they  were  not  only  transitory,  but 
greatly  exaggerated.  Before  he  presented 
tbe  petition,  he  wished  to  state,  that  the 
meeting  consisted,  as  he  was  informed,  of 
not  less  than  800O  freeholders,  certainly, 
he  was  witbin  the  number  when  he  stated 
that  5000  were  assembled  on  that  occasion 
in  tbe  Castle-yard.  Among  that  number 
there  were  some  persons  attached  to  the 
present  |overniiieiit,  who,  if  they  thought 
tbeir  voice  could  have  been  beard,  or 
could  have  produced  any  influence,  would 
have  used  their  exertions  to  persuade  the 
meeting  that  the  petition  ivas  neither  ne- 
cessary nor  salutary.  But  they  abstained 
from  all  such  interference,  and  lo  him 
that  was  a  convincing  proof  they  felt  any 
interference  would  be  useless.  He  under- 
stood, however,  that  the  petition  did  not 
pass  unanimously,  for  among  the  50U0 
freeholders,  there  were  some  twelve  or 
twenty  persons,  tbe  known  supporters  of 
government,  who  held  up  their  hands 
against  it.  But  that  fact  proved  volumes ; 
it  proved  more  than  unanimity,  for  it 
showed  that  they  were  ready  to  avail 
themselves  of  any  jarring  or  dissention 
that  might  viie.     No  sucb  diasention. 
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however,  did  ariie»  tod  the  perfect  unani- 
mity of  feeling  in  the  meeting  was  fairly 
to  be  inferred  from  thence.  On  the 
former  oc^ation  when  a  petittan  was  pre- 
sented from  the  county  of  York,  it  was  of 
such  magnitude,  that  it  would  have  reached 
from  the  body  of  that  House  to  West- 
minster-hall. The  present  one  certainly 
was  not  quite  so  long,  because  there  had 
not  been  sufficient  time  for  making  it  so ; 
but  it  derived  sufficient  weight  from  the 
number  of  gentlemen  who  were  assembled. 
It  proved  also,  that  the  county  of  York 
was  animated  by  the  same  feeling  which 
prevailed  in  that  House ;  and  as  he,  for 
one,  beUeved  tliat  House  to  be  a  faithful 
representation  of  the  people,  he  hoped  he 
should  not  be  deceived  on  the  present 
occasion,  but  that  they  would  attend  to 
the  voice  of  the  people,  thus  unequivocally 
expressed,  by  petitions  from  all  parts  of 
the  country,  emanating  from  meetings 
legally  convened,  by  the  respective  mayors 
and  8neri&. 

Lord  Lascetles  considered  it  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  receive  every  petition 
from  the  country  with  candour  anu  atten- 
tion, and  indeed  on  every  occasion  they 
had  shown  themselves  always  disposed  to 
do  80.  At  the  same  time  he  reprobated 
the  idea,  that  because  individuals  chose  to 
be  absent  from  a  public  meeting  held  for 
the  purpose  of  petitioning  parliament, 
or  who  were  compelled  from  urgent  and 
indispensable  business  to  be  absent,  such 
absence  should  be  considered  as  an  ac- 
quiescence in  the  propositions  adopted  by 
the  general  meeting.  Probably  they  saw 
no  utility  in  their  going,  and  might  there- 
fore decline  interfering  in  a  cause  which 
they  had  no  doubt  wouUl  be  carried  against 
them.  He  was  aware  the  meeting  which 
had  agreed  to  this  petition,  was  very 
respectably  attended,  and  he  trusted  the 
House  would  give  every  due  weight  to 
this  petition,  yet  he  implored  the  House 
not  to  admit  the  idea  of  its  being  the  una- 
nimous voice  of  the  county. 

Lord  Gcttrze  Cavendish  was  astonished 
at  the  remarks  occasionally  delivered  in 
the  House  when  petitions  not  consonant 
to  the  feelings  or  wishes  of  a  certain  class 
of  members,  were  presented.  Every  op- 
portunity seemed  to  be  taken,  every  cir- 
cumstance eagerly  grasped  at,  to  induce 
the  House  to  believe  something  or  other 
which  might  lessen  the  weight  of  the  pe- 
tition. Against  such  conduct  he,  for  one, 
would  enter  his  protest.  The  petition 
now  before  the  House  had  been  fairly 
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subscribed.  The  numbers  collected  at 
the  meeting  were  very  great,  as  it  wae 
during  the  period  of  the  assizes.  He 
would  earnesily  dissuade  gentlemen  from 
endeavouring,  by  such  contemptible  means 
to  weaken  the  design  of  petitions. 

Mr.  Drummond,  presentM  a  petition 
from  the  justices  of  peai^e,  freenoldcrs^ 
and  commissioners  of  supply  of  the  county 
of  Perth,  which,  while  it  prayed  for  re« 
trenchments  and  economy,  considered  the 
property  tax  modified  as  expedient,  pro- 
vided  no  sufficient  substitute  could  be 
found  [Hear,  hear!]. 

General  Fergusson  noticed  the  cheers 
from  the  noble  lord  and  his  friends 
opposite,  from  which  he  collected,  that 
they  looked  upon  this  as  a  petition  ia 
favour  of  the  property  tax.  But  the 
House  should  be  set  right  as  to  the  peti* 
tions  from  Scotland,  where  the  represen* 
tation  was  such,  that  in  the  large  and 
populous  county  of  Perth,  he  did  not 
believe  there  were  more  than  200  such 
persons  as  the  subscribers :  and  these,  he 
understood,  amounted  only  to  20  or  SO. 
He  left  the  House  to  judge  whether  such 
petitions  could  speak  the  voice  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Drummond  said  the  petition  was 
signed  by  41  respectable  persons ;  but  the 
weather  was  very  unsuitable  for  a  larger 
attendance. 

§ir  G.  IVarrender  contended,  that  where 
a  meeting  was  respectably  attended,  their 
petition,  whatever  its  particular  object  was^ 
nad  no  right  whatever  to  be  abused  by 
the  House.  As  British  subjects  they  were 
always  entitled  to  profound  respect  from 
this  House.  The  county  which  the  wor- 
thy general  represented  had  presented  e 
petition,  and  though  it  was  nearly  the 
largest  county  in  Scotland,  yet  there  were 
only  four  dissentient  voices  from  a  keries 
of  resolutions  proposed  in  favour  of  the- 
property  tax.  That  county  had,  with  the 
small  exception  he  had  just  mentioned^  ^ 
agreed,  that  no  better  remedy  for  the  pre- 
sent distressed  state  of  agriculture  could 
be  found,  than  this  t^x  modified,  as  was 
proposed,  in  a  proper  manner.  He  was 
sorry  to  see  petitions  from  Scotland  so 
much  branded  as  they  were  with  sinister 
motives.  The  petition  now  before  the 
House  was  not  signed  by  paupers  who  had 
no  share  in  the  public  Durtnens :  it  was 
signed  by  individuals  both  able  and  willing 
to  pay  wliilc  there  was  a  demand  for  such 
payments. 

General  Fergtuson  said,  it  was  not  the 
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question  wliethcr  his  comity  liad  Aone 
right  or  wrong.  He  agreed  as  to  tiie  re- 
Bpticliibiliiy  ami  iu dependence  of  those 
who  liad  signed  ihia  petition ;  but  lie  must 
t&y  that  the  representation  in  Scotland 
trus  Euch  in  its  effects,  as  to  give  divine 
right  not  merely  to  Icings,  but  to  nii- 
BiBteis. 

Mr.  Baring  Kiiid,  the  petition  now  read 
prayed  for  a  nioditication  of  the  tax ; 
but  hewould  a^kwhat  kind  oi' modi  ticat  ion? 
Whyi  it  was  one  which  would  exclude  the 

Eetitioners  from  paying  this  tax ;  but  they 
ad  no  objection  whatever  tliat  it  should 
be  rigorously  levied  from  others.  "  O," 
uy  toe  petitioners,  "save  our  pockets; 
take  it  nhercvcr  you  please,  only  let  us 
be  exempted."  .Such,  too,  was  that  of 
those  petitioners  who  were  collected  to- 
gether by  a  bell  at  Sheffield,  all  of  whom 
petitioned  for  the  express  purpose  of  being 
themselves  freed  front  tuxes.  The  present 
petition  WHS  signed  by  a  few  individuals, 
calling  thcniGelvcs  "  commissioners  of  sup- 
ply," a  class  of  persons  he  did  not  com- 
prehend, but  its  object  vas  slill  to  have 
that  burllicn  cast  on  others  which  they 
found  too  heavy  for  themselves. 

Lord  Binning  said,  lUnt  he  was  often 
}>litned  at  observing  the  inconsistent  con- 
duct of  gentlemen  on  ttic  opposite  side  of 
tt)B  House.  When  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  in  the  amallcst  de- 
Krec  hostile  to  the  tax,  then  the  most  vio- 
lent cLiniour  was  raised,  and  expressions 
of  resentment  against  die  administration 
vrcre  repeatedly  heard;  but  when  a  peti- 
tion of  a  contrary  nature  was  before  the 
House,  then  the  opposition  went  to  work 
in  a  very  just  manner  indeed !  They  de- 
scribed the  meeting  where  such  a  petition 
was  agreed  to,  as  by  no  means  respectably 
attended ;  and  when  they  found  tliat  piti- 
ful shelter  insufficient,  they  endeavoured 
to  lead  the  House  to  a  misrepresentation 
of  the  petition,  or  in  other  words,  they 
told  the  House  liiat  the  petitioners  thought 
one  tiling  and  said  another.  He  protested 
against  such  gross  improprieties,  as  de- 
rogatory, not  only  to  the  character  of  the 
House,  but  even  to  the  petitioners.  He 
was  astonished  at  what  had  fallen  from 
the  lion,  general,  for  whose  character  no 
lierson  could  feel  more  respect  than  he 
did.  He  was  as  proukl  of  his  country  as 
any  man  couid  be.  He  was  proud  of  tlie 
virtues,  the  patriotism,  and  the  manly  in- 
dependence of  feeling  which  it  was  the 
glory  of  Scotchmen  to  possess.  And  he 
could  tell  tUe  lion,  gcutiemoa  nbu  iiad 
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spoken  of  a  respectable  body  of  men  in 
Scotland  as  persons  calling  themselves 
commissioners  of  supply,  that  these  per- 
sons were  a  body  actuated  by  the  most 
enlightened,  virtuous,  and  loyal  princi- 
ples. By  the  act  of  parliament,  no  doubt, 
a  person  whose  income  was  rated  at  lOCV. 
in  the  Ling's  books  might  he  a  commit 
sioticr  of  supply ;  but  they  were  n  ell  known 
to  be  men  actuated  in  every  part  of  their 
conduct  by  the  purest  motives.  He  knew 
well  the  high  respectability  attached,  and 
he  would  say  justly  attached,  to  the  name 
of  general  t'ergusson,  and  the  more  he 
considered  such  respectability  the  more  he 
regretted  that  he  should  have  spoken  ia 
terms  so  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  bia 
country.  The  petition  now  presented  had 
been  much  misrepresented.  The  petitioners, 
did  not  express  the  most  distant  wish  for 
personal  exemption  from  the  tax  at  the 
expense  of  others.  They  detested  sutsh  a 
mercenary  idea,  and  in  fact  wished  for  a 
modi^cation  equally  extended  to  all  par- 
ties. They  were  able,  and  they  declared 
tliemselves  willing,  to  pay  this  tax.  They 
considered  it  the  most  competent  measure 
which  ministers  coidd  devise.  They  had 
seen  the  honour  and  glory  of  their  coun* 
try  promoted ;  they  had  seen  our  long  and 
arduous  struggle  tcrniinaletl ;  and  they 
considered  this  tax  as  the  primary  cause 
of  sudi  brilliant  success.  He  therefore 
hoped  that  when  petitions  were  presented 
they  would  no  longer  be  attacked  when 
they  presumed  to  differ  from  the  wishes  of 
some  members  in  tliat  House. 

A  Member,  whose  name  we  could  not 
leam,  was  anxious  to  hear  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  again  read.  It  had  been  so 
variously  represented  by  members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  that  he  felt  himself  at 
a  toss  to  decide  what  was  or  was  not  its 
real  import. 

Lord  Castkreagh  observed,  that  the 
conduct  of  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
was  certainly  worthy  of  animadversion. 
Kotwitlistanding  their  high  pretensions 
to  impartiality,  they  acted  in  a  most  im- 
proper manner  when  petitions  of  any  kind 
were  presented  to  the  House.  When  the 
petition  was  agreeable  to  their  own  wbhes, 
they  instantly  raised  a  violent  clamour) 
and  poured  the  most  illiberal  abuse  on  mi- 
nisters ;  but  when  it  happened  Co  differ 
from  wliat  they  wished  it  to  be,  they  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  it.  He  really  thought  thb 
was  by  no  means  a  decorous  way  of  re- 
ceiving petitions.  He  would  now  bt^, 
that  Ibji  petition  might  be  again  read  by 
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the  derky  which  he  hid  no  doubt  would 
at  once  tetisfy  the  Hotne  that  it  had  been 
misrepresented. 

The  petition  was  accordingly  read.  The 
petitioners  **  deprecated  all  exaggerated 
and  disheartening  representations  of  the 
inability  of  the  country  to  sustain  those 
unavoiaable  charges  which  the  war  has 
entailed  upon  it,  and  which  necessity,  not 
less  than  its  best  interests  and  soundest 
policy  demand,  that  it  should  still  endure; 
that  if  the  necessities  of  the  state  had  per- 
mitted government  to  dispense,  immedi- 
ately upon  the  return  of  peace,  with  those 
imposts,  which  a  wide  extended  warfare 
had  necessarily  caused,  they  should  have 
rejoiced  in  the  seasonable  relief  which 
such  an  alleviation  of  public  burthens 
would  have  afforded;  and  they  should 
have  derived  peculiar  satisfaction  from 
the  immediate  and  entire  cessation  of  that 
tax  which  attaches  upon  income ;  and  it 
would  have  afforded  them  much  gratifica- 
tion, if  other  means  could  have  been  de- 
vised for  raising  the  requisite  supplies 
equally  adequate,  and  as  well  calculated  as 
that  most  efficacious  financial  resource 
has  proved  for  sustaining  tlie  public  credit, 
for  bearing  with  comparative  lightness  on 
the  poorer  and  labouring  classes  of  the 
community,  and  for  reaching  income  in 
the  possession  of  whomsoever  it  may  be 
vested ;  they  apprehend,  however,  that  no 
such  substitute  can  be  found;  and  they 
are  of  opinion,  that  in  the  peculiar  situa- 
tion of  the  country  it  is  a  measure  of  ex- 
pediency to  submit  to  the  continuance  of 
that  tax,  provided  that  it  be  so  limited  in 
its  endurance,  as  to  be  co-existent  only 
with  the  necessity  which  requires  its  pro- 
longation ;  that  it  be  so  abated  in  its  rate, 
as  to  be  rendered  merely  adequate  to  that 
necessity  ;  that  it  be  so  modified,  as  to  re- 
concile its  actual  operation  with  its  pro- 
fessed principle  of  making  the  means  of 
each  individual  the  measure  of  his  contri- 
bution towards  the  exigency  of  the  state ; 
that  it  be  made  to  bear  in  equitable  pro- 
portion upon  income,  according  to  the 
sources  whence  it  is  derived;  and  pro- 
vided also,  that  essential  relief  be  afforded 
to  the  agriculturist,  from  the  inequality 
and  severity  with  which  this  tax  has  hi- 
therto been  applied  to  that  class  of  the 
community ;  the^  rely  with  confidence  on 
the  wisdom  and  m  the  equity  of  the  legis- 
lature for  the  effectual  fulfilment  of  those 
conditions  which  they  have  stated  to  be 
the  basis  of  their  acquiescence  in  this  mea- 
sure, more  especially  in  regard  to  the  as- 


sessment of  profits  arising  from  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil." 

Mr.  Burrdl  stated,  tliat  the  petitioners 
might  indeed  be  very  willing,  but  heques* 
tinned  much  their  ability  to  pay  the  tax  ; 
as  all  his  tenants  who  had  signed  the  peti- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  one  indiviaual» 
had  become  bankrupts  [Hear,  hear  I]. 

Mr.  Ponsonbif  trusted  he  was  none  of 
those  individuals  whose  conduct  the  noble 
lord  had  so  severely  reprimanded,  as  con* 
trary  to  every  sense  of  decorum.    Indeed^ 
the  noble  lord  himself  seemed  very  deco- 
rous, when  any  petition  was  presented  to 
the  House  [Hear!].  He  (Mr.  Ponsonby) 
listened  to  every  petition  brought  before 
the  House,  without  the  smallest  regard  to 
the  side  which  the  petitioners  took.    No 
man  could  feel  more  deeply  tlian  he  did« 
the  high  respect  to  whicti  the  petitions  of 
British  subjects  were  entitled  from  a  Bri- 
tish House  of  Commons.     Yet  with  all  the 
attention  he  had  been  al)le  to  give  to  the 
petition  now  twice  read,  he  owned  he  could 
not  understand  the  precise  object  at  which 
the  petitioners  aimed.    He  begged  pardon 
of  the  noble  lord,  but  probably  it  arose 
from  a  defect  of  intellect,     lleally,  with 
the  litUe  understanding  he  had,  he  must 
say  that  he  tliought  the  petitioners  very 
liberal  in  their  own  way,  in  telling  the 
minister  he  might  load  every  person  he 
pleased  with  this  tax,  but,  that  forsooth^ 
he  was  not  to  touch  a  farthibg  of  theirs  1 
But  he  would  tell  the  noble  lord,  who 
seemed  so  anxious  respecting  the  decoruoi 
of  the  House,  that  an  opportunity  would 
soon  be  presented  to  him  of  showing  the 
public  how  far  he  regarded  their  petitions. 
Hie  people  of  Great  Britain  would  soon 
see,  from  the  part  which  the  noble  lord 
took  in  the  debate,  whetlier  he  was  ani- 
mated by  that  profound  respect  for  them, 
by  that  unbiassed  regard  to  propriety  of 
conduct,  by  that  anxious  desire  to  deal 
fairly  between  man  and  man,  and  that 
patient  attention  in  hearing  their  com- 
plaints, which  he  charged  others  with  so 
culpably  neglecting.    Tlie  public  woukl 
soon  see  who  were  or  were  not  their  friends, 
and  who  had  the  greatest  compassion  fbr 
them  in  their  miserably  exhausted  state 
by  the  recent  war. 

Sir  George  Ckrke  was  sorry  tliat  obloquy 
should  be  so  unjustly  thrown  on  Scotland, 
as  had  been  done  by  former  speakers. 
The  course  followed  by  g(;ntlemen  on  the 
opposite  side,  had  been  well  described  by 
his  noble  friend.  The  more  he  considercil 
the  petition,  tlie  more  he  was  convinced 
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that  if  he  sliould  say  any  thing,  it  would 
weaken  the  eifect  nliicli  that  petitioa  was 
so  admirably  fitted  to  produce.  But  he 
again  deprecated  the  conduct  of  those 
geatlemcn  id  the  improper  views  which 
they  formed  of  every  petition,  however 
respectable  the  character  or  fortunes  of 
the  individuals  might  be,  who  fiad  signed 
U,  udIcbs  these  petitions  were  equally  da- 
nioroua  with  themselves  against  the  mea- 
■ures  of  admioistratioD.  The  hon.  member 
for  Taunton  had  said  that  the  pelJlions 
which  he  (sir  G.  Gierke)  and  Mr.  Drum- 
tuond  had  presented,  were  for  exempting 
the  petiEioners  from  the  lax  at  the  expense 
of  others.  He  would  appeal  to  the  House, 
whether  in  the  prusent  case,  or  whether  in 
fact  in  any  case  such  unworthy  motives 
had  ever  been  expressed  by  any  class  of 
British  subjects.  He  concluded  by  ap'  < 
proving  highly  of  the  lax,  as  the  most 
equitable  which  could  possibly  be  levied. 

Air.  For/ies  said,  that  the  petition  might 
be  viewed  as  both  for  and  against  the  tax. 
The  petitioners  seemed  not  to  have  had 
any  precise  abject  in  view.  He  was  sorry 
to  hear  Scotland  charged  with  a  neglect 
in  pacing  taxes,  and  particularly  as  being 
dericient  in  paying  her  proper  share  of  the 
property  lax.  Such  insinuations  were  ex- 
tremely unjuat,  and  had  a  very  bod  ten- 
dency indeed.  Tlie  tax  was  as  severely 
levied  from  a  Scotchman  as  it  could  possi- 
bly be  from  an  Englishman  ;  and  he  be- 
lieved there  was  not  a.  class  of  men  in  the 
British  empire,  who  paid  taxes  more  con- 
scientiously and  more  faithfully  than  the 
people  of  Scotland  did. 

Mr.  H.  Abercrnmbie  did  not  know  that 
there  existed  in  Scotland  so  general  an 
execration  of  taxes.  The  people  were 
certainly  labouring  under  the  pressure  of 
beary  taxation,  but  no  petition,  complain- 
ing of  the  property  tax,  had  been  presented 
from  the  county  of  Banff. 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  that  what  the  hon. 
member  had  stated  with  respect  to  the 
opinions  of  the  Scotch  was  not  correct. 
An  equal  number  of  petitions  against  the 
tax  bad  been  presented  Irom  Scotland, 
in  comparison  with  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 

Sir  IVilliam  Curtis  rose  to  present  a 
petition  from  the  merchants,  bankers,  and 
iradert  of  the  city  of  London  against  the 
continuance  of  the  property  tax.  This 
meeting  had,  in  consequence  of  a  requisi- 
tion, signed  by  several  of  that  re>peeiable 
body,  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  bten  convened 
by  public  advertisement,  in  the  Kgyptian- 
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Man^on-house.  A  meeting  of  a 
more  numerous  and  respectable  nature 
never  had  met  in  the  city  of  London. 
Assembled  to  state  tbeir  sentiments  on 
this  important  subject  to  parliament,  they 
bad  firmly  but  respectfully  declared  their 
abhorrence  of  a  tax  repugnant  to  every 
thing  like  British  feeling.  Meetings  of 
such  a  nature  did  not  often  take  place  in 
London,  yet.  in  particular  cases,  where 
the  safety  ana  honour  of  the  country  had 
been  in  danger,  the  good  cilizeus  had 
shown  their  attachment,  in  the  most  satis- 
factory manner,  to  the  genius,  the  ipiHt, 
and  the  preservation  of  our  glorious  con- 
stitution. He  would  allude  to  two  iti- 
stances,  well-known  to  many  that  heard 
him.  In  the  year  1793,  when  a  general 
gloom  pervaded  the  country,  when  credit 
seemed  totally  annihilated,  and  every 
man  doubted  his  neighbour,  a  meeting  of 
the  merchants,  bankers,  end  traders  of 
London  was  held.  By  their  spirited  reso* 
lutions,  the  cloud  which  hung  over  the 
country  was  dispelled,  the  public  credit 
was  re-established,  and  every  tiling  agaia 
assumed  a  smiling  aspect.  When  on  the 
failure  of  the  negociaiions  in  1798  the 
gloom  seemed  a^ain  to  return,  that  same 
body  had  met  in  the  Royal  Exchange,  and 
restored  confidence,  be  would  not  say 
merely  to  those  out  of  doors,  but  even  to 
members  in  that  Hou:?e.  The  pressure  of 
taxes  was  iben  deeply  felt;  the  funds 
were  depressed,  and  a  general  painful 
anxiety  pervaded  every  bosnm,  respecting 
what  would  be  the  result.  But  that  meet- 
ing in  1708  resolved  that  it  was  requisite 
for  the  safety  of  the  country  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  every  year  should  be  levied 
within  the  year,  and  on  their  resolutions 
the  minister,  introduced  the  properly  tax 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  These 
resolutions  had  gladdened  the  heart  of  that 
celebrated  minister,  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was 
now  no  more,  as  giving  him  the  rational 
hope  of  reviving  the  funds  of  the  country. 
Sir  William  said,  he  was  present  in  the 
House  when  the  tax  was  tirst  proposed, 
and  he  heard  Mr,  Pitt  declare  that  it 
should  be  a  war  tax  only,  and  should  posi- 
tively cease  on  the  restoration  of  peace. 
He  was  particularly  sorry  that  a  right 
bun.  gentleman,   whose   ( ' 
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exchequer  was,  should 
have  fur  a  raonjeut  denied  ih«t  any  pledge 
was  given  for  the  abolition  of  the  tax.  Not 
only  the  members  of  that  House,  but 
every  mm  viho  Juiew  any  thing  of  tho 
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history  of  the  tax,  koew  that  pledges  of 
the  mostsoieinn  natore  had  been  given 
for  its  aboHtioDy  pledges  which  could  n)Dt 
be  violated  without  a  gross  insult  to  the 
British  character.  Wlien  this  tax  was 
first  proposed  by  the  respectable  meeting 
he  had  alluded  to,  he  would  ask  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer— he  would  ask  the 
noble  lord  (Castlercagh)  what  were  the 
views  entertained  by  the  merchants, 
bankers,  and  traders  ?  Did  they  ever  for 
one  moment  suppose  that  this  tax  was  to 
be  continued  at  toecaprice  of  any  minister, 
when  there  was  no  occasion  for  it,  and  that 
the  houses  of  individuals  were  to  beentered, 
their  books  examined,  and  their  secrets 
divulged  in  a  manner  which  no  Briton 
could  bear,  and  which  no  Briton  ought  to 
bear?  Such  an  idea  had  never  entered 
their  minds.  They  never  refused  their 
money  to  government  when  necessity 
called  for  it,  but  they  wished  to  see  that 
necessity  properly  made  out.  The  peti- 
tion he  had  now  the  honour  to  present 
was  signed  by  22,000  of  that  number,  and 
if  the  House  were  to  examine  the  list  of 
names,  they  would  find  many  among  them 
who  had  rallied  round  government  in  the 
most  difficult  crisis,  and  had  joined  heart 
and  hand  in  its  support.  We  were  told 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  that  he 
roust  have  money,  as  he  had  great  need 
for  it.  He  would  ask,  where  was  that 
necessity  now,  that  the  country  had  re- 
turned to  the  blessings  of  peace  ?  In  the 
proposal  made  for  its  renewal  last  year  he 
nad  concurred,  because  he  was  then  con- 
vinced, from  the  situation  in  which  the 
country  was  placed,  that  ministers  required 
it«  It  was  necessary  for  the  subjugation 
of  that  restless  enemy  with  whom  we  had 
been  compelled  to  go  «gain  to  war.  But 
now,  when  that  enemy  no  longer  was  an 
object  of  dread,  now,  when  the  country 
was  labouring  under  almost  incredible  dis- 
tresses, were  these  distresses  not  to  be 
alleviated,  but  was  this  intolerable  burthen 
still  to  remain ?  "Go  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  country  (said  sir  William) 
examine  the  thousand  varied  hardships 
which  numbers  are  bearing,  and  let  any 
man  judge  whether  the  mmister  can  be 
justified,  who,  regardless  of  these  dis- 
tresses, dares  to  add  'to  their  number. 
Even  in  London,  where  men  have  better 
means  of  getting  some  relief,  let  the  long 
list  of  bankruptcies,  and  the  numbers  out 
of  employment,  bear  witness  to  the  melao- 
eholy  state  of  the  country.  The  citisens 
of  Loiiedon,  who  had  signed  tbia  petition,^ 


would  pay  when  payment  was  {ndiroenaft* 
hie ;  but  they  detested  the  idea  oTunne* 
cessary  oppression  [Cheers]  .**.  He  con- 
cludea  by  referring  to  an  attempt  made  to 
eet  a  counter  petition  in  favour  of  the  tax, 
but  observed,  that  its  friends  finding  thef 
could  only  procure  twenty  seven  nameit 
had  very  wisely  put  the  petition  in  their 
pocketi.  The  Petition  was  then  read» 
settine  forth, 

<*  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  pell* 
tioners,  the  property  or  income  tax  is  in 
its  principle  arbitrary,  at  variance  with 
the  spirit  and  ceneral  practice  of  our  con* 
stitution,  and  that  it  ought  only  to  be  sub* 
mitted  to  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity; 
that,  inasmuch  as  it  operated  indlscrin4- 
nately  upon  all  casual  as  well  as  permit 
nent  incomes,  it  is  not  equitable;  and 
that,  in  its  application  to  trade  and  com* 
merce,  it  has  been  found  inquisitorial  and 
oppressive ;  that,  during  ttie  long  and 
arduous  struggle  in  which  this  countiy 
has  been  engaged,  the  petitioners  have 
patiently  submitted  to  taxes,  however 
burthensome,  and  even  to  this  imposition, 
however  vexatious,  in  the  confident  reli- 
ance that,  upon  the  return  of  peace,  they 
should  be  relieved  from  those  contribu* 
tions  at  least  which  were  profeasedly 
raised  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  within 
each  year  a  donsiderable  portion  of  the 
extraordinary  and  unavoidable  expensea 
of  the  war ;  that  the  faith  of  parliament 
had  been  expressly  pledged  for  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  income  tax  with  the  war,  whidi 
alone  could  justify  such  establishmenta 
and  expenditure  as  rendered  that  gaUii^ 
burthen  necessary ;  and  that,  in  the  peti- 
tioners understanding  and  belief,  it  had 
never  been  continued  nor  renewed  with- 
out its  being  accompanied  by  the  same 
pleifge ;  that  no  modification  of  its  details, 
or  abatement  in  the  rate  of  its  immediate 
exactions,  can  in  the  opinion  of  the  petf^ 
tioners  remove  the  obnoxious  principle  of 
this  tax,  or  compensate  for  the  alarming 
precedent  of  its  enactment  during  peace ; 
that  to  anticipate  in  time  of  peace  those 
extraordinary  resources  which  should  be 
reserved  for  the  defenoe  of  the  national 
interest,  honour,  and  independence,  when 
either  are  endangered  by  foreign  aggres- 
sion, appears  to  the  petitioners  to  be  in* 
jurious  not  only  to  the  domestic  comfort 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  but  to  its 
reputation  and  influence  abroad ;  that  the 
petitioners,  therefore,  earnestly  intreat 
the  House  not  to  permit  the  renewal  of 
the  inoome  and  property  taS|  and  to  pr<¥ 
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mote  efficient  measures  fortliwith  for  the 
diminution  of  the  public  expenditure." 

Sir  James  Sl/atc  bore  teatimooy  to  the 
extreme  rcspec  I  ability  of  those  who  signed 
the  petition.  On  no  occasion  did  he  ever 
see  a  greater  number  of  persons,  of  ele- 
vated character  and  large  property,  aSBeni- 
bled  together.  Had  the  space  leil  at  the 
bottom  of  the  petition  for  signatures,  been 
twice  as  laree,  it  would  have  been  filled 
up.  With  tnc  exception  of  ooe  solitary 
hand,  which  was  held  up  a^nst  the  peti- 
tion, the  most  perfect  unammity  prevailed. 
He  wished  to  impress  on  the  mind  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  this  remarkable  fact 
— that  many  of  the  persons  who  signed 
the  present  petition  were  amongst  those 
who  rallied  round  Mr.  Pitt  when  the  tax 
was  first  proposed  ;  and  the  descendants 
of  many  other  gentlemen,  who  also  came 
forward  to  assist  him  at  that  period,  had 
likewise  placed  tlieir  signatures  to  it.  He 
would  asK  whether  the  noble  lord  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  were  prepared,  in 
the  face  of  their  best  friends-— those  who 
had  steadily  supported  the  measures  of 
government,  in  1703,  and  afterwards,  at 
periods  of  great  difficulty— to  adhere  to  a 
measure,  which,  as  far  as  he  could  under- 
stand, almost  every  individual,  the  great 
majority  of  good  men  in  the  country,  op- 
posed and  reprobated  !  But  why  was  this 
Eertinacity  manifested  ?  Could  the  right 
on.  gentleman  show  any  good  cause  for 
persisting  in  bringing  tliis  measure  for- 


ward }  Sir  James  said,  he  could  not 


i  single  argument  that  justified 
lurc.  What  did  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  wont  ^  Had  he  made  out  a  case 
of  necessity  sufUcicntly  strong,  when  he 
said,  that  hie  stood  in  need  of  six  millions? 
Was  that  a  proper  reason  for  callinc  on 
the  House  to  adopt  a  measure,  which,  as 
his  honourable  colleague  Itad  observed, 
was  abhorrent  to  the  genius  and  feelings 
of  the  people  of  England  i  He  was  satis- 
fied, that,  even  if  tliis  tax  were  carried, 
the  people  would  be  unable  to  pay  iL  If 
ministers  succeeded  in  imposing  it  this 
year,  he  was  convinced  they  would  be 
compelled  to  repeal  it  in  the  next.  Why 
was  this  tax  proposed  in  1798  !  Because 
the  funds  had  fallen  so  low  (down,  to  30 
and  even  4'7),  that  it  was  feared,  if  money 
were  raised  by  loans,  the  effect  would  he 
to  depreciate  them  in  a  still  in  ore  alarming 
degree.  What  was  the  state  of  the  slocks 
at  present !  The  funds  were  now  upwards 
of  60 1  and,  therefore,  a  loan  might  be 
ncgouoted  under  five  per  cent.    He  had 
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taken  leave,  at  an  early  period,  when  but 
.  few  petitions  were  presented  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  advise  that  a  loan  of  six  millions 
should  be  resorted  to,  which  could  be 
raised  without  difficulty ;  and  that  the 
weight  of  a  feather  in  the  way  of  taxation, 
should  not  be  imposed  on  the  people  llus 
year,  he  had  proposed  that  the  mierest 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  sinking  fund. 
I'he  right  hon.  geatlemnn  did  not,  how- 
ever, approve  of  this.  Why  could  he  not, 
tlien,  issue  exchequer  bills  to  that  amount, 
which  was  a  proceeding  pretty  similar  I 
But,  probably  he  disliked  that  also.  Still 
there  was  another  mode — to  take  the  sum 
necessary  from  the  sinking  fund.  If  thia 
did  not  meet  liis  approbation,  there  was  a 
fourth  plan  ;  namely,  to  raise  a  loan,  on 
which  no  interest  should  be  paid  fur  two 
years.  Tliis  plan  had  been  adopted  in 
America,  with  very  great  success.  Id 
conclusion,  the  hon.  baronet  expressed  a 
strong  hope,  thut  his  majesty's  ministers, 
who  had,  on  many  occasions,  shown  so 
much  good  sense,  would  not  now  be  so 
blind  to  the  state  of  this  question,  so 
wanting  in  respect  for  the  public  feeling, 
BO  deficient  in  that  deference  which  the 
temperately-expressed  opinion  of  the 
people  deserved,  as  to  persevere  in  fore* 
ing  this  measure  forward. 

Itlr.  R.  Martin  said,  he  had  Battered 
himself  that  ministers,  in  consequence  of 
the  representations  that  had  been  made 
from  every  quarter  of  the  country,  would 
have  given  up  this  obnoxious  measure; 
and  he  regretted  extremely  that  they 
were  dctenuined,  as  he  understood,  to 
proceed  with  it.  Still,  however,  he  relied 
on  the  firmness  of  the  people,  and  on  the 
exertions  of  tlieir  re]>resentatives  in  that 
House,  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  ministen. 
He  had  heard  it  rumoured,  that  govern- 
ment reckoned  on  the  support  of  the  Irish 
members  in  this  contest.  He  humbly  in- 
treated  those  gentlemen  not  to  lend  them- 
selves on  such  an  occasion — not  to  he  in- 
strumental in  placing  burthens  on  otiiers, 
uo  part  of  the  weight  of  which  would  fall 
upon  them.  If  they  adopted  such  a  line 
of  conduct — but  he  believed  they  were 
too  honourable  and  too  hi^-h-spirited  to 
do  so — it  would  tend,  mnre  than  any 
other  course  whatever,  to  alienate  the  af- 
fections of  tlie  pcnple  of  this  country  from 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Alderrann  Atkins  said,  as  the  peti- 
tion in  favour  of  the  property  lax,  signed 
by  forty-one  Individuals,  seemed  to  have 
made  a  great  impression   on   tlic  noble 
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I«rd,  and  to  hafe  afforded  him  much  plea- 
•ure,  he  hoped  he  would  pay  tome  little 
attention  to  the  sentiments  contained  in 
the  petition  of  the  city  of  London,  signed 
by  22,000  geDtlemen,  many  ot*  whom  had 
always  showed  themselves  perfectly  ready 
to  stand  forward,  in  time  of  necessity,  and 
to  give  every  assistance  in  their  power  to 
government.  Looking  at  the  two  peti- 
tions, it  was  not  difficult,  he  conceiv- 
ed, to  say  which  of  them  spoke  the  feel- 
ing of  the  country  at  large.  His  own 
opmion  of  this  tax  was,  that,  with  certain 
modifications,  it  would  be  a  very  proper 
one ;  and,  before  he  had  the  honour  of  a 
aeat  in  that  House,  he  stated  what  modi- 
fications appeared  to  him  to  be  necessary ; 
but  when  lie  heard  the  seneral  sense  of 
the  country  expressed  agamst  it,  he  would 
not  place  hb  sentiments  in  opposition  to 
the  almost  universal  voice  of  tiie  people- 
He  thought  their  representations  were  en- 
titled to  every  attention,  after  they  had 
borne  their  portion  of  taxation  tor  so 
many  years  with  patience  and  cheerful- 
ness. The  worthy  alderman  spoke  in  the 
highest  terms  of  the  respectability  of  the 
meeting  at  which  the  petition  was  signed. 
Mr.  Baring,  having  attended  the  meet^ 
in^  at  which  this  petition  was  agreed  to, 
wished  to  say  a  few  words  with  reference 
to  it.  So  much  had  already  been  said  by 
the  hon.  representatiyes  for  the  city,  that 
he  had  very  little  to  oftr  in  explanation 
of  the  proceedings  that  took  place  there. 
Many  meetings  had  been  held  in  the  city, 
to  petition  against  the  income  tax,  and, 
amongst  the  rest,  the  corporation  had  ex- 
pressed their  decided  hostilit3r  to  it.  Now, 
it  was  said,  that  the  corporation  spoke  the 
sense  of  the  city ;  but  here,  in  addition  to 
the  corporation,  the  great  mass  of  mer- 
chants, oankers,  and  traders,  persons  who 
were  not  members  of  that  body,  came  for- 
ward and  delivered  precisely  the  same 
sentiments.  He  never  jn  this,  or  in  any 
other  country,  witnessed  such  a  meeting. 
He  really  beueved,  that  a  meeting  of  so 
much  respectability  had  never  been  col- 
lected on  any  former  occasion  whatever. 
The  whole  of  the  discussion  proceeded, 
not  on  any  distress  at  present  felt  by  the 
commercial  interest  (and  they  felt,  at  this 
moment,  considerable  distress  as  well  as 
the  farmers) — the  argument  proceeded 
solely  on  the  odious  nature  of  this  tax- 
on  tne  depredations  to  which  commercial 
men  were  every  year  exposed,  by  those 
inqubitorial  examinations  into  their  most 
private  a&irS|  which  the  iucome  tax  autho- 


rised. When  the  intelligence  spread  from 
county  to  county,  that  no  intention  enisl^ 
ed  of  abandoning  this  measure,  then  it  waa 
time  to  brirtg  l^fore  the  House,  clearlv 
and  plainly,  the  odious  light  in  which  fe 
was  viewed  by  commercial  men  through* 
out  the  country.  Those  who  had  to  pay 
the  tax  on  landed  property  had  at  present 
no  notion  of  the  oppressions  and  vexationa 
which  merchants  and  traders  suffered 
under  it.  It  was  stated,  that  the  tax 
would  have  the  concurrence  of  the  mer^ , 
cantile  part  of  the  community,  in  conso>- 

auence  of  some  jpartial  alterations,  favour- 
Ue  to  tfiem,  whidi  were  to  be  made  ia 
it.  But  this  petition,  signed  by  the  mer- 
chants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  Londoii» 
expoaed  the  fidlacy  of  that  rumour.  Tbej 
were  not  to  be  swayed  by  any  considen^ 
tions  personal  to  themselves.  Many  of 
of  those  who  signed  the  petition  wera 
amongst  the  original  promoters  of  thii 
tax — they  were  amongst  those  who  called 
their  fellow  citizens  together,  and  exhort* 
ed  them  to  bear  the  burthen  of  the  pro* 
perty  tax  cheerfully ;  and  it  was  a  meat 
singular  circumstance,  that  the  resolotiona 
and  the  petition  were  proposed  by  the 
very  same  individual  (Mr.  Hibbertjf  who 
originally  proposed  the  tax — a  gentleman 
whoso  character  stood  as  high  as  that  cC 
any  person  in  the  city  of  London— and 
who,  when  he  was  a  member  of  that 
House,  performed  his  duties  with  ability 
and  integrity.  The  merchants  and  bankers 
of  the  city  of  London  did  not  come  for* 
ward  with  a  request  that  the  House  should 
modify  this  tax— that  they  should  relieve 
them  from  the  burthen,  and  place  it  on 
the  shoulders  of  other  people.  They  said, 
**  This  is  a  tax  of  so  odious  a  nature,  that 
nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity 
could  induce  us  to  bear  it.'  That  neces- 
sity certainly  had  not  been  made  out; 
and  he  hoped  the  measure  would  finally 
Be^ven  up.  Considering  the  number  of 
petitions  which  poured  in  from  every  part 
of  the  country,  he  did  not  thins  the 
House  would  place  much  stress  on  that 
which  was  signed  by  forty-one  persons,  in 
fayour  of  the  tax,  and  which  tbe  noble 
lord  had  cheered  with  so  much  satisfec- 
tion  from  beginning  to  end.  The  noble 
lord  would,  perhaps,  beain  to  feel,  that 
favour  at  court  was  not  alone  necessary  to 
keep  a  minister  In  power,  but  that  it  waa 
also  proper  to  pay  attention  to  the  opinioiia 
of  the  people. 

Mr.  Ponsanb^  said,  he  had  not  intended 
to  take  any  part  in  the  present  debate. 
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but  lie  owned  he  felt  it  impaasible  for  him 
to  sit  silent,  after  (he  ob^trvaiiuns  that  had 
been  made  by  the  reprcseniHlives  for  the 
city  of  London.  He  was  highly  pleased 
with  the  feelings  thai  govi^rned  the  coo- 
duct  of  the  22,000  persons,  nho&e  names 
were  signed  to  iliis  petition.  They  took 
no  narrow  *iew  of  the  question,  but  ex- 
pressed their  xentimcnts  as  decidedly  hos- 
tile to  (he  principle  of  the  tax,  and  to  its 
inquisitorial  and  oppressive  nature.  He 
recollected,  on  a  former  occasion,  when 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  said,  that 
petitions  were  to  be  weighed  by  their  own 
merits,  and  not  to  be  estimated  by  the  si- 
tuations of  those  who  signed  them— that 
gold  trains  and  fur  gowns  did  not  render 
representations  made  to  parliament  a  whit 
more  worthy  of  notice.  This  session, 
however,  petitions  were  l^id  on  the  table, 
Hot  merely  supported  by  those  who  nore 
lur  gowns  and  gold  chains,  but  by  the 
whole  mass  of  <he  commercial  population 
of  London.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
ought  now  to  consider,  whether  ihe  boon 
he  offered  to  the  commercial  and  funded 
interest,  was  indeed  a  boon,  when  he 
found  a  great  body  of  gentlemen,  repre- 
senting the  whole  of  that  interest,  unani- 
mously rejected  it.  The  noble  lord  had 
talked  of  "  clamouring  down"  the  propo- 
sition for  renewing  the  income  tax.  Now, 
be  should  be  glad  to  know,  did  the  noble 
lord  think  (hat  those  22,000  gentlemen 
hod  joined  in  the  cry  of  clamouring  donn 
the  measure  !  The  petition  had  lain,  for  a 
length  of  time,  to  be  signed  by  the  mer- 
chants of  London.  During  that  period, 
they  bod  had  an  opportunity  of  attendi 
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express  his  conviction,  that  it  was  a  most 
wise  and  proper  measure.  He  admitted 
that  it  was  a  very  inconvenient  tax — but 
it  was  fit  that  such  temporary  incon- 
venience should  be  borne,  fur  the  purpose 
of  arriving  at  a  permanent  good.  It  put 
him  to  great  inconvenience— he  suiTered 
much  from  it — but  he  and  bis  consti- 
tuents H'cre  content  to  bear  It,  because 
they  thought  it  would,  ultimately,  render 
them  essential  service.  He  had  con- 
versed with  several  persons  connected 
with  the  munied  and  commercial  interest, 
who  consiUercd  this  measure  the  best  that 
could  be  devised.  They  felt  its  pressure ; 
but  they  also  felt,  that  the  honour,  dignity, 
and  consequence  of  this  nation  could  not 
be  maintained  without  it.  Viewing  the 
measure  in  exactly  the  same  light,  be 
should  coascieotiously  give  it  his  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  EUUon  said,  he  had  been,  for  many 
years,  a  member  of  that  House,  and  he 
derived  the  greatest  grati6cBtion  from  the 
reflection — a  gratification  that  he  should 
carry  with  him  to  his  grave,  that  he  had 
uniformly  supported  the  measures  of  Mr. 
Pitt.  He  had  heard,  for  the  first  time, 
tliat  evening,  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  indebted 
for  all  his  great  plans  to  the  city  of  Lon- 
don— a  position  which  be  was  very  much 
inclined  to  doubt.  The  system  of  meet- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  year,  within  the 
year,  was  one  of  those  which,  he  believed, 
originated  with  Mr.  Pitt;  and  by  means 
of  which  this  country  had  achieved  u  great 
deal.  This  tax  constituted  a  branch  of 
that  system!  and,  as  his  own  common 
told  him,  lliat,  in  the  present  ii 


the  House — of  hearing  what  occurred  stance,  it  was  a  war  tax,  necessary  for  de- 
ihere — and  of  reading  every  thing  that  |  fraying  the  expenses  created  by  the  war- 
was  offered,  for  or  against  this  measure.  ^  and  that  it  could  not  be  fairly  considered 
It  appeared,  however,  that  the  reasoning  ;  a  tax  applicable  to  the  expenses  of  peace— 
in  favour  of  the  tax,  had  not  altered  their  '  he  should  support  it.     Gentlemen  who 


'  came  their  pctili 
signed  by  22,000  persons,  such  as  th^ 


'  opposed  it,  said,  they  had  formerly 
ted  for  it,  because  they  thought  it  ne- 


had  heard  described — and  he  asked  of  the  |  ccseary  ;    for  this  very  reason,  he  should 


noble  lord,  whether  he  conceived 
the  work,  or  spoke  the  scniiments  of  ig- 
norant, clamorous  persons,  or  was  not,  on 
tlie  contrary,  the  result  of  Ihe  deliberate 
consideration  of  gentlemen  every  way 
(Qualified  to  weigh  and  balance  the  ques- 
tion^ 

Mr,  Alexaniler  said,  he  did  not  often 
speak  in  that  House,  but,  on  the  present 
occasion,  he  felt  himself  imperatively 
called  DO  to  state  his  opinion.  Seeing 
the  strong  opposition  that  was  mode  to  the 
renewal  of  thu  tax,  he  deemed  it  ri^ht  to 


fur  the  tux,  because  1 
ceivcd  it  was  called  for  to  wind  up  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war. 

Mr.  William  Smiih  would  not  have  said 
a  word  on  this  occasion,  if  it  were  not  for 
what  fell  from  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Alexander)  below  hira.  The  city  mem- 
bers had  brought  up  a  petition,  not  merely 
signed  by  those  who  were  their  cousti- 
luents,  but  by  several  thousand  respectable 
persons,  who  were  residtnts  in  the  metro- 
polis. He  had  heard,  with  very  great 
surprise,  the  hon.  gentleman  to  whom  he 
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had  alluded,  speak  with  conBiderable  con- 
fidence of  the  monied  interest,  as  favour- 
able to  this  measure.  Now,  if  the  senti- 
ments of  the  monied  interest,  in  general, 
were  not  to  be  collected  from  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  city  petition,  he  was  really 
at  a  loss  to  know  where  they  were  to  be 
looked  for.  And  he  should  ask  any  658 
rational  men  in  Europe,  whether  the^ 
would  place  their  confidence  in  the  senti- 
ments of  122,0(X)  merchants,  bankers,  and 
traders,  speaking  the  general  sense  of  the 
monied  interest,  or  incline  to  the  opinion 
of  a  few  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  private 
friends  ?  The  hon.  gentleman  also  spoke, 
if  his  ears  did  not  deceive  him,  of  his 
*<  constituents r  [Hear, hear].  Tlie sen- 
timents of  the  hon.  gentleman's  consti- 
tuents, he  was  sure,  were  very  likely  to 
weigh  a  great  deal,  in  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  against  the  opinion  of  22,000 
men  of  first-rate  character  and  property. 
His  constituents  were  to  be  found  within 
the  walls  of  ttiat  respectable  borough  in 
the  county  of  Wilts,  Old  Sarum  [Hear, 
hear!  ana  a  laugh].  He  believed,  they 
were,  in  number,  five  or  six  [A  laugh, 
and  cries  of  No!  no!].  He  found  that 
he  had  over-rated  them  four-fold. — The 
hon.  gentleman's  "  constituents"  were,  if 
he  might  use  the  phrase,  one  person. 
Such  were  the  constituents  and  such  the 
monied  interest  to  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  referred,  and  placed  in  opposi- 
tion to  tlM3  recorded  sentiments  of  22,000 
persons ;  his  conduct  had  really  filled  him 
with  so  much  astonishment,  that  he  felt 
quite  confused,  and  could  scarcely  believe 
he  had  heard  him  correctly.  He  should, 
at  some  future  period,  deliver  his  senti- 
ments on  certain  points  of  this  important 
question ;  and  he  hoped  he  should  recover 
sufficiently  from  his  astonishment,  not  to 
vote  on  the  wrong  side,  when  the  Speaker 
put  the  question  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Alexander^  in  explanation,  said,  he 
was  a  man  engaged  in  business,  and  had 
considerable  f)roperty  placed  in  his  hands. 
When  he  spoke  of  persons  connected  with 
the  monied  interest,  he  alluded  to  tliose 
with  whom  he  had  extensive  transactions. 

The  several  petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Motion  for  Account  of  Persons 
UNDER  Sentence  of  Death.]  Mr, 
Bennet  wished  to  ask  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite, why  there  hud  been  so  much  delay 
in  deciding  in  council  on  the  cases  of  the 
prisoners  id  Newgate  now  under  sentence 

(V0L.XXXI1I.) 


of  death  ?  He  had  himself  found  by  per- 
sonal inspection  of  the  gaol  of  Newgate^ 
that  58  persons  under  sentence  of  deaths 
were  there  confined.  Many  of  these  had 
received  tl>eir  sentence  at  the  December 
sessions,  and  had  been,  therefore,  for 
months  confined  in  a  state  of  the  most 
painful  suspense.  The  subject  was  the 
more  worthy  of  observation,  since,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  paucity  of  cells,  thero 
bemg  but  15,  three  unhappy  prisoners 
were  placed  in  each  cell.  If  a  satisfactory 
explanation  were  not  given,  he  should 
bring  the  subject  directly  under  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  House. 

Lord  Castlereagh  stated,  that  the  cauttf 
of  the  delay  was,  the  continued  indisposi* 
tion  of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  the  diffi- 
culty and  inconvenience  of  assembling  the 
law  officers  at  Brighton,  who  ought  to  hot 
present  in  council  on  these  occasions. 

Lord  MiUon  warmly  expressed  hi» 
astonishment  and  indignation  at  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord.  WUiat  was 
the  indisposition  which  thus  prevented  the 
most  solemn  act  of  royalty  ?  Was  it  mere 
sickness  I  Was  it  what  in  common  life  was 
called  indisposition-^  Did  the  noble  lord^ 
standing  there  as  minister  of  tlve  Crown^ 
say  that  that  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
allowing  so  important  a  ouestion  as  the 
ascertaining  of  the  royal  pleasure  with  re- 
spect to  the  life  or  death  of  so  many  un- 
happy persons,  to  remain  for  so  many 
months  undetermined  ?  This  grievous  evil 
was  to  exist  because  the  individual  wha 
filled  the  kingly  office  in  this  country, 
happened  to  be  what  the  noble,  lord  called 
indisposed,  and  could  not  come  to  London, 
and  because  there  would  be  some  diffi- 
culty and  inconvenience  in  collecting  at 
Brighton  the 'law  authorities  when  it  waa 
necessary  to  consult  on  the  subject. 
Whatever  might  be  tliat  difficulty  and  in- 
convenience— if  Brighton  were  500  in- 
stead of  50  miles  from  London—- if  it  were, 
on  the  coast  of  Sutherland  instead  of  oa 
the  coast  of  Sussex^  it  was  the  duty  of  hia 
majesty's  government  to  take  the  neces- 
sary measures  for  the  eflTectual  discharge 
of  this  important  function  of  royalty ;  and 
he  repeated,  that  he  felt  the  utmost 
astonishment  and  indignation  at  the  neg- 
lect that  had  been  evinced.  The  noble 
lord  concluded  by  apologizing  for  hii| 
warmth,  and  by  moving  **  that  there  be 
laid  on  the  table  an  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  persons  under  sentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  with  the  dates  at  which  they 
were  severally  sentenced.'* 

(2E) 
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The  Attorney  General  said,  he  eaw  no 
objection  to  the  production  of  the  ac- 
count which  the  noble  lord  called  for,  but 
it  did  appear  to  him  extraordinary  that 
(he  answer  of  his  nohle  friend  should  be 
BO  taken.  He  could  easily  conceive  that 
an  hon.  member,  upon  going  to  Newgate, 
might  find  many  persons  on  whom  sentence 
of  death  had  been  passed,  in  a  state  of 
great  Euspease  and  anxiet}^,  and  he  might 
feel  that  it  iras  highly  desirable  that  their 
cases  should  be  disposed  of  with  aa  httlc 
delay  as  possible :  but  if  the  hon.  member 
had  attended  to  the  recorder's  reports,  he 
would  have  found  that  it  was  no  neiv  oc- 
currence for  the  decision  on  the  cases  of 
persons  in  such  a  situation  to  be  delayed 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  and  the 
practical  inconTenience  that  might  result 
from  calliog  away  the  law  officers  from 
their  other  judicial  functions  at  a  parti- 
cular period  ought  to  be  considered.  He 
repeated,  that  a  great  practical  inconve- 
nience might  result  from  competling  the 
attendance   of    the    judges     at    certain 

?erio(!s  at  a  place  so  distant,  where  the 
Tince  Regent  was  confined  by  his  indis- 
pasiiion.  It  must  be  perfectly  familiar  lo 
all  who  had  attended  to  these 
that  in  the  greater  number  of  cases 
centence  of  death  was  remitted,  and  it 
only  in  a  comparatively  small  number  of 
instanctis  that,  for  the  security  of  the 
public,  the  law  was  suSered  to  take  its 
course.  There  was  a  very  considerabh 
number  at  present  under  sentence  of 
death  ;  but  it  might  be  confidently  anti- 
cipated, that  with  respect  to  the  greater 
number  they  would  not  be  discharged, 
but  have  the  capital  part  of  their  punish- 
ment remitted.  The  judgment  of  iheir 
peers,  however,  had  found  them  guilty  of 
cspitnl  crimes,  and  therefore  if  the  matter 
were  coolly  and  impartially  looked  at,  it 
would  appear  that  very  few  of  them  hod 
any  great  reason  to  complain.  The  delay 
was,  indeed,  in  the  pre<ent  instance  con- 
siderable; but  on  all  such  occasions  every 
one  of  the  cases  received  the  moat  careful 
and  anxious  consideration  upon  examina- 
tion of  the  judges'  notes,  and  some  delay 
was  therefore  unavoidable.  They  were 
Considered  by  the  judges,  and  all  the 
learned  lords  who  attended  the  council 
when  these  tnatters  were  the  subject  of 
deliberation ;  and  though  he  would  not 
oppose  the  present  motion,  he  denied  that 
there  was  any  substantial  ground  of  com- 
plaint. 
Mr.  IVi/nn  aaid,  be  rcsJljr  could  lurdly 
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believe  the  testimony  of  his  own  ears 
when  he  heard  it  stated  by  his  majesty's 
attorney  general  that  there  was  no  prac- 
tical inconvenience  in  keeping  fifly-eight 
unfortunate  men  in  a  slate  of  such  ago- 
nizing suspense.  Were  they  then  lo  be 
told,  that  there  was  no  great  hardship  in 
keeping  men  still  ignorant  of  their  fate, 
on  whom  sentence  of  death  had  been 
passed  at  the  December  sessiors  i  Was  it 
nothing  lo  keep  them  in  this  state  of  cruel 
suspense  J  All  who  had  attended  particu- 
larly to  the  nature  and  eHecl  of  penal  law, 
had  perceived  the  mischievous  conse- 
quences which  followed  from  too  great  an 
interval  between  the  sentence  and  execu- 
tion. The  miserable  persons  themselves 
were  in  the  mean  time  perhaps  buoyed  up 
with  false  hopes,  and  would  be  doubly 
punished  on  finding  afterwards  that  tfaey 
had  flattered  themselves  with  vain  ex- 
pectations. Two  councils  had  been  lately 
held,  and  a  message  on  an  important  sub- 
ject had  been  brought  down  within  these 
iew  days,  which  had  been  considered  at 
one  of  these  meetings,  so  that  the  delay 
in  the  present  instance  did  not  arise  from 
the  necessity  uf  the  case.  But  then  it 
was  said,  that  great  inconvenience  would 
arise  from  compelling  the  nitendance  of 
the  judges  at  such  a  distance.  His  an- 
swer was,  that  whatever  the  inconveni- 
ence might  be,  it  ought  to  be  submitted 
to  ;  for  though  the  evil  might  be  great,  it 
was  nothing  in  comparison  of  that  which 
arose  from  such  a  delay  in  the  execution 
of  this  important  duty.  But,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  attendance  of  all  the  judges  was 
not  required,  and  the  reports  of  the  judges 
were  sometimes  taken  by  the  lord  chan- 
cellor and  the  recorder.  The  opinions  of 
the  judges  were  always  given  in  on  these 
occasions,  but  it  was  not  considered  neces- 
sary that  they  themselves  should  be  present. 
So  much  as  lo  the  effects  of  this  delay  with 
respect  to  the  individuals.  But  they  must 
also  look  at  the  matter  with  a  view  to  the 
interest  of  the   public.     What   was   the 

S'eal  purpose  of  punishment .'  £xample. 
ut  if  such  a  long  interval  were  suffered 
lo  elapse  between  the  trial,  the  sentence, 
and  the  punishment,  the  crime  would  be 
forgotten,  and  nothing  would  appear  but 
a  parcel  of  men  going  to  be  hanged,  with- 
out its  being  genero^y  known  for  what— 
a  spectacle  for  idle  people!  These  were 
the  effects  of  .this  delay,  which  must  be 
considered  as  most  pernicious  in  a  public 
view,  aa  wcU  as  most  cruel  with  respect  to 
tlK  miierable  iudividuals. 


491] 


^  ih$  Pmftrtif  Tusu 


MAmoH  lfl»  1S1& 


£4S8 


The  Aiiamey  Giimral,  in  ezplanatioa, 
said,  that  he  did  not  aaaert  that  no  prac- 
tical inconTeoieDce  arote  from  the  delay ; 
but  that  it  was  not  uncommony  with  re- 
spect to  those  who  were  not  ordered  for 
immediate  execution,  for  some  delay  to 
take  place  before  the  pleasure  of  the 
Crown  was  announced  as  to  their  cases* 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Motion  for  thb  Continuancx  ot 
THE  Property  Tax.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  for  raising  the  supply 
granted  to  his  majesty,  Mr.  Brogden  in 
the  chair. 

The  diancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
submit  his  proposition  for  the  continuance 
of  the  property  tax.    He  expressed  hb 
hope  that  when  the  very  important  and 
senous  nature  of  the  subject  was  consi- 
dered, the  committee  would  apply  itself  to 
the  question  with  that  calmness  and  im- 
partiality which  its  importance  demanded. 
He  was  now  to  submit  for  the  serious  and 
deliberate  consideration  of  parliament  his 
proposition  for  the  continuance  of  the 
property  tax:    and  as  the  House  had 
already  sanctioned  the  estimates   for  a 
considerable  naval  and  military  establish- 
ment, it  was  an  obvious  consequence,  that 
the  necessary  means  mu.8t  be  allowed  for 
the  support  of  those  establishments*    It 
was  said,  that  the  general  sense  of  the 
country  was  strongly  adverse  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  tax;   but  he  could  not 
consider  that  opinion,  in  whatever  degree 
it  might  exist,  otherwise  than  as  a  preju- 
dice, arising  partly  from  feelings  or  very 
natural  impatience,  and  partly  from  mis- 
apprehensions   and     misrepresentations, 
which,  he  was  persuaded,  would  be  re- 
moved when  the  subject  came  to  be  better 
considered.     He  bad  been  told  of  the  vast 
number  of  petitions  which  had  come  up 
a^nst  the  measure.     Still  he  thought  it 
bis  diity  to  submit  the  question  for  the 
calm  and  deliberate  consideration  of  par- 
liament, and  by  its  judgment  he  would 
abide.    T^e  petitions  contained  only  the 
sentiments  of  a  very  small  proportion  of 
the  people  [Hear,  hear  I].   It  could  not 
be  contended  that  the  signatures  to  those 
petitions,  although  very  numerous,  con- 
tained a  very  great  proportion   of  the 
whole  population  of  the  country ;    nor 
could  it  be  exi>ected  that  many  persons 
would  carry  disinterestedness  and  public 
spirit  so  far  as  to  petition  in  favour  of  a 
heavy  tax;  though,  in  fiMt,  thsct  waif  tm 


the  table  sereral  petitions  praying  for  its 
continuance  with  more  or  less  modifica- 
tion. But,  even  if  a  much  greater  num* 
ber  had  petitioned  against  Uie  measure, 
he  should  still  consider  it  his  duty  to  sub- 
mit it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House^ 
and  to  giire  parliament  an  opportunity  of 
judging  of  its  propriety,  by  laying  before 
them  the  grounds  upon  which  he  thouffbt 
it  fitting  to  make  tne  proposition.  Tnt 
petitioners  had  only  attended  to  Urn 
pressure  upon  themselves,  which  thejr 
were  naturally  anxious  to  remove,  b^use 
they  thought  it  no  longer  necessary.  But 
he  was  persuaded  that  such  would  not 
have  been  their  judgment,  if  they  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  being  fully  acquainted 
with  the  whole  matter,  and  of  deliberating 
calmly  and  impartially  upon  the  subjecL 

He  was  the  more  convinced  that  the 
petitioners  had  not  understood  the  sub» 
jcct,  and  had  never  coolly  and  impartially 
considered  it,  when  he  observed  that  af« 
most  all  these  petitions  contained  the  un« 
founded  allegation  that  the  government 
and  parliament  stood  pledged  that  the 
tax  should  cease  with  the  war.  In  the 
petition  which  had  been  last  presented 
(the  London  petition),  signed,  he  ad- 
mitted, by  a  great  number  of  persons  of 
the  highest  respectability,  the  same  alle- 

Sition  was  strongly  put  forward.  But  if 
e  petition  had  been  agreed  to  upon  the 
grounds  and  arguments  stated  by  the 
worthy  baronet  (sir  William  Curtb),  he 
should  certainly  consider  it  as  any  thing 
rather  than  the  calm  and  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  the  bankers,  merchants,  ara 
traders  of  the  city  of  London.  The  wor- 
thy baronet  said,  that  tivs  tax  originated 
in  a  meeting  of  merchants,  bankers,  and 
others,  in  London ;  and  that  it  was  there* 
upon  adopted  by  Mr.  Pitt,  with  a  distinct 
pledge  that  it  should  not  be  continued 
aAer  the  conclusion  of  a  general  peace^. 
That  was  the  argument  of  the  worthy 
baronet;  and  if  the  petition  rested  on 
that,  the  committee  would  presently  see 
how  that  matter  really  stood.  In  the 
year  1798,  in  consequence  of  the  alarm- 
ing state  of  public  credit,  a  meeting  was 
held  in  the  city  of  London,  and  .there  e 
great  sum  was  subscribed  by  several  very, 
respectable  individuals  by  way  of  war 
contribution.  Mr.  Pitt  had,  however,, 
previously  determined  to  relieve  in  some 
measure  the  pressure  on  the  funds  by 
raising  a  large  sum  for  the  service  of  ^ the 
year,  by  means  of  the  aid  and  contribu- 
tion ttXf  which  was  more  commonly  called 
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by  the  name  or  the  triple  aeseMment. 
This  he  afterwards  changed  into  the  far 
less  tnirthcDsome  and  lees  objcclionable 
oieasure,  the  income  tax  ;  but,  instead  of 
giving  any  pledge  that  the  tax  should 
cease  with  the  war,  he  distinctly  Btated  in 
his  original  opening  speed),  thab  it  should 
be  continued  during  one  year  of  peace  for 
every  year  of  war.  For  instance,  if  the 
war  continued  three  years,  then  ihe  tax 
was  to  remain  for  three  years  of  peace. 
Mr.  I'll!  not  only  did  not  propose  that  it 
should  cease  with  the  war,  but  a  propor- 
tion of  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of 
loans  was  charged  upon  it  much  larger 
than  its  produce  in  one  year.  Suppose 
the  interest  and  sinking  fund  four  millions 
and  a  half,  and  the  sum  burrowed  20  mil- 
lions, the  interest  and  sinking  fund  pro- 
poriioned  to  fifteen  and  a  half  inilhans 
was  to  be  charged  on  the  income  tax. 
The  consequence  of  this  system,  which 
completely  contradicted  the  argument  of 
the  worthy  baronet,  was,  that  when  the 

tircliminarle*  were  signed,  the  income  tax 
tad  been  already  pledged  to  the  public 
creditor  during  eight  years  of  peace ;  so 
that  it  was  perfectly  clear,  that  when  the 
income  tax  orij;inated,  it  was  not  in  (he 
con  lem  plat  ion  either  of  Mr,  Pill,  of  par- 
liament, or  of  tlic  naiiuD,  (hat  it  must 
cea«e  wiih  ihe  war.  At  the  peace  of 
Amiena,  however,  the  tax,  which  was 
then  mortgaged  for  fifty-six  millions,  wa» 
set  aside  by  lord  Sidmouth  ;  but  that  was 
done  by  imposing  a  large  mass  of  perma- 
Bent  taxes,  amounting  to  no  less  than  five 
milhons  a  year.  On  the  renewal  of  the 
war,  lord  Sidmoulh  proposed  the  property 
ISJ!,  wJiich  was  adopted,  but  no  pledge 
whatever  was  given  that  it  should  imme- 
diately cease  with  the  war. 

In  tills  situation  the  matter  stood,  when 
A  considerable  addition  was  made  to  the 
amount  of  the  tax  by  lord  Henry  Petty 
(the present  marquisof  Lancdowne), then 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  From  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  occasion  the  tax  was  at  that 
lime  taised  from  Gi  to  10  ptr  cent,  and 
the  financial  plan  was  submiued  to  parlia- 
ment which  lie  had  referred  to  on  a  late 
(MCBsioQ.  What  he  had  then  said  had 
been  much  miiapprehcudcd,  and  cunse- 
^etitly  miir>': presented.  What  he  had 
staled  was,  that  the  pain  in  qaestion  was 
£o  constructed  as  to  render  it  necessary, 
in  certain  events,  that  the  tax  should  not 
cease  with  tht  war.  This  had  been  com- 
mented on  in  another  place,  as  if  he  had 
^pIeee^t«d  tlut  the  ai^lp  Jpnl  {  GrenriUe ) 
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then  at  the  head  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
chancellorofthecxchequcr,  had  expressed 
an  intention  that  the  tax  should  be  conti- 
nued during  peace.  He  had  never  said 
so.  He  had  only  said  that  they  had  con- 
sidered it  merely  as  a  question  of  expedi- 
ency, and  not  a  question  of  good  faith ; 
and  had  never  conceived  that  parliament 
was  pledged  to  put  an  end  to  the  tax  with 
the  war.  In  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
alluded  to  that  plan,  he  had  expressed 
himself  wilh  all  tlio«e  feelings  of  respect 
andregardwhichheeverought  to  enter :ain 
towards  those  noble  lords ;  but  he  must  not 
lose  the  benefit  of  their  high  authority  to 
show  that  no  distinct  pledge  was  ever  given 
that  the  tax  should  cease  with  the  war. 
In  the  printed  development  of  that  plan  it 
was  expressly  slated,  that  it  might  be  ex- 
pected to  cease  within  a  very  short  lime 
after  the  conclusion  oF  peace.  Ti'is  was 
not  the  language  of  one  who  meant  to 
convey  a  pledge  that  the  lax  should  at  all 
events  cease  with  the  war.  If  such  had 
been  the  meaning  of  those  noble  persona, 
would  they  not  have  distinctly  stated  that 
the  property  tax  was  not  to  be  pWdged  at 
all  to  the  public  creditor  ?  But  ihcy  spoke 
of  it  as  a  mere  question  of  discreiton.  In 
the  series  of  papers  then  laid  on  the  table, 
marked  [',£),  it  would  appear  that  it  waa 
contemplated  that  the  tax  might  he  pledged 
for  large  sums.  He  was  able  lo  go  some- 
what further,  and  show  from  a  reported 
speech  made  by  the  then  chancellor  of  Ihe 
exchequer,  in  reply  to  some  observations 
offered  by  the  right  hon.  the  treasurer  of 
the  navy,  that  the  plan  of  finance  then 
proposed  expressly  contemplated  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  tax  existing  m  peace.  The 
noble  lord  (lord  Henry  Petty)  had  thea 
said,  "  that  he  made  no  pledge  of  his  own 
opinion  respecting  the  permanency  of  the 
property  tax  in  time  of  peace." 

Mr.  Baring  rose  to  order.  He  insisted 
that  it  was  extremely  irregular  to  read  » 
passage  of  a  reported  account  of  a  speech 
in  parliament. 

The  Chancelliir  of  the  Exchequer  an- 
swered, that  nothing  was  more  usual  than 
to  refer  historically  to  accounts  of  former 
debates  in  parliament,  and  that  he  bad  the 
more  right  to  do  so  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, as  a  speech  of  liis  own  had  been 
quotedandcomnientedonin  another  place. 

Mr.  Calcraft  observed,  that  there  was 
a  great  diiference  between  quoting  an  un- 
authorized report,  aud  a  speech  which  had 
been  corrected  and  published  under  the 
eye  of  the  li^ht  boo.  geaUfman. 
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Mr.  Roie  obfenrec|,  that  nothing  was  1 
more  common  than  to  refer  to  a  member'a 
speech  ddKvered  on  a  former  occasion; 
but  if  the  hon.  gentleman  would  prefer  an 
oral  recollection  of  what  passed  on  that 
occasion  to  a  written  account  of  it,  he 
would  tell  it  them  from  his  own  memory. 

The  ChanccUvr  of  the  Exchequer  con- 
tinned,  and  remarked,  that  the  speech 
which  had  in  another  House  been  quoted 
as  his,  had  no  more  been  published  by  his 
authority  than  that  of  the  noble  lord. 
He  would,  however,  with  the  permission 
of  the  Fjouse,  go  on  to  state  what  had 
been  the  opinion  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  at  the  period  before  referred  to 
i;  Read,  read !] .  The  noble  lord  had  said, 
that  no  one  hud  yet  proposed  to  continue 
the  property  tax  in  time  of  peace,  even  as 
an  annual  grant,  although  if  the  public 
could  be  reconciled  to  it,  it  might,  at  a 
reduced  rate,  be  preferable  to  many  others. 
His  (the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer's) 
own  speech,  which  had  been  quoted,  cor- 
responded exactly  in  sentiment,  and  very 
nearly  in  expression,  with  the  speech  of 
tlie  noble  lord.  He  had,  indeed,  stated 
that  he  would  here  take  occasion  to  give 
some  explanation  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
perty tax,  which  he  was  supposed  to  have 
pledged  himself  to  repeal.  That  was  not 
the  nature  of  his  pledge,  but  that  the 
means  for  repealing  it  would  exist,  and 
that  parliament  would  be  free  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  applying  them.  His  own 
opinion  was  inclined  to  concur  with  that 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  that  a  small 
portion  of  the  property  tax  would  be  less 
burthensome  than  those  taxes  on  consump- 
tion, which,  though  less  immediately  felt, 
were  ultimately  more  burthensome  and 
less  productive,  as  being  charged  with 
a  profit  by  every  person,  throueh  whose 
hands  the  article  passed,  and  diminished 
in  a  similar  succession  by  every  hand  em- 
ployed in  the  collection.  The  propriety 
of  the  continuance  of  such  a  small  pro- 
perty tax  would  however  remain  to  be  re- 
gulated by  the  public  feeling  and  the  pub- 
lic convenience  at  the  time.  He  thought 
he  had  now  completely  made  out  his  case, 
that  neither  in  1803  nor  1806  had  any 
pledge  been  given  Uiat  the  tax  might  not  be 
contmued  under  some  possible  contingen- 
cies. He  had  shown  it  from  written  docu- 
ments, and  could  confirm  it  byhis  own  per- 
sonal recollection  of  what  then  took  place. 

He  came  now  to  the  transactions  of  last 
year :  and  certainly  he  coald  say,  that  at 
jEeast  the  drcumstances  of't^  period, 


when  the  event  of  the  great  contest  which 
had  been  renewed  in  so  extraordinary  a 
manner  was  wholly  uncertain,  afforded  no 
seasonable  opportunity  of  making  such  m 
pledge  to  the  country.  It  was  true  that 
when  the  tax  was  proposed,  a  great  many 
gentlemen  suggested  various  modifies- 
tions:  but  he  had  recommended  to  the 
House  not  to  enter,  at  that  important  cri- 
sis, into  minute  details,  expressing  at  the 
same  time  an  opinion,  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  modifications  would  come  on 
better  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the 

Suestion  of  renewing  the  tax  would  be 
iscussed.  That  time  had  now  arrived, 
and  now  was  the  opportunity  for  propoiin|p 
and  debating  on  the  modifications. 

He  had,  perhaps,  detained  the  Hoilae 
somewhat  too  long  with  these  prelimtBaiy 
remarks,  but  he  had  done  so  because  he 
felt  that  a  very  strong  impression  pre- 
vailed out  of  doors  that  there  had  l>een  a 
breach  of  a  solemn  pledge.  Nor  was  it  to 
be  wondered  that  those  who  did  not  pos- 
sess the  knowledge  of  hon.  members  on  thki 
subject  should  be  deceived,  when  it  appear- 
ed that  even  hon.  members  themselves,  with 
all  their  opportunities  of  accurate  know- 
ledge,hadbeen  completely  mistaken.  It  cer- 
tainly was  highly  honourable  to  the  national 
character,  that  the  people  were  so  acutely 
alive  to  any  supposed  violation  of  faith  on 
the  part  of  public  men.  But  he  must  say^ 
that, 'In  this  case,  it  was  almost  impossitw 
that  any  pledge  could  have  been  given* 
It  was  almost  impossible,  because  the  sup-' 
position  implied  that  a  contract  could  be 
entered  into  between  the  people  and  their 
representatives,  that  the  same  representa- 
tives should  never,  under  any  possible  cir- 
cumstances, reconsider  whetner  a  particu- 
lar measure  might  not  be  beneficial  to  the 
people  [Hear,  hear!].  A  minister  must 
be  very  indiscreet,  and  entirely  unworthy 
of  his  situation,  who  could  make  such  a 
kind  of  promise.  But,  however  that  might 
be,  it  was  undeniable  that,  in  the  present 
instance,  no  such  promise  had  been  made. 
Nothing  had  occurred  which  ought  to 
prevent  either  himself  or  any  other  person 
from  proposing  a  renewal  of  the  tax.  No 
minister  had  ever  pledged  himself  to  its 
indispensable  discontinuance;  and  Mr. 
Pitt,  on  the  contrary,  had  ^one  so  far  as 
expressly  to  pledge  its  continuance  to  the 
public  creditor.  The  question,  therefore^ 
of  its  revival,  from  all  these  circumstances^ 
might  be  pronounced  to  be  wholly  open 
to  disctission. 

He  came  now  to  that  part  of  the  anb- 
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ject  which,  though  in  some  points  of  view 
not  so  momentaiis  aa  the  tjuestion  of  pub- 
lic honour  involved  in  the  supposed  breach 
of  faith,  was  however  of  more  immediate 
aiid  practical  importance — iind  this  was, 
the  necessity  of  impoiing  this  charge. 
Here  again  he  was  ready  to  meet  the 
worthy  alderman.  It  was  true,  as  he  had 
said,  that  ihe  tax  was  brought  in  when 
public  credit  rei]uire<l  it.  The  period  of 
1797  was  over  when  the  necessity  of  sup- 
porting the  public  credit  was  of  the  se- 
verest and  most  urgent  nature.  The  dif- 
ferent misfortunes  which  then  pressed 
upon  the  couutry  were  aggravated  by  the 
loons,  acaounting  to  fifty-six  millions — a 
weight  beyond  what  the  money  market 
could  bear.  The  depression  of  the  funds 
was  conscquentlv  very  great — so  great,  that 
it  was  tlioughtadvisabletoraise  the  supplies 
within  the  year.  Now,  what  had  been  the 
cose  with  respect  to  the  two  years  181* 
and  1815?  Exactly  one  hundred  miliiona 
had  been  borrowed — a  sum  so  large,  that 
parliament  was  called  upon  to  use  all  its 
exertions  in  order  to  relieve  the  burthens 
of  the  money-market.  There  had  been 
in  fact  no  period  when  public  credit  more 
required  support.  At  the  peace  of 
Amiens— a  peace  far  less  glorious  and  se- 
cure than  the  present — a  peace  which,  in 
all  its  relations,  was  rather  a  contrast  than 
s  parallel  with  tho  present  peace — yet 
then,  at  the  very  moment  of  oegociating 
the  loan,  the  funds  were  as  higTi  as  "is. 
Gentlemen  need  not  be  told  how  different 
were  the  present  prices ;  nor  was  it  mat- 
ter of  surprise,  when  it  was  considered, 
tliat  in  the  four  last  years  no  less  than  165 
millions  had  been  borrowed.  And  here 
he  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  whatever 
animadversions  might  be  made  on  the 
enormity  of  these  loans,  yet  whenever  he 
considered  the  astonishing  series  of  suc- 
cesses and  of  glory  which  had  resulted 
from  ihem,  he  could  not  but  esteem  it  the 
highest  honour  that  could  have  befittlen 
BO  humble  an  individual  as  himself,  that 
he  had  been  the  instrument  of  proposing 
such  a  plan  of  finance  to  the  parliament. 
The  cflect  of  the  measures  which  had  been 
carried  through  that  House  had  been  feit 
through  all  the  operations  of  the  war. 
No  service  had  been  delayed  for  want  of 
adequate  pecuniary  means -~no  success 
had  been  checked  in  its  career  for  want  of 
the  eiEcient  supply  of  proportionate  re- 
sources. Large,  indeed,  our  expenditure 
had  been,  but  there  had  been  no  waste, 
and  tliftt  bad  been  ibimd  to  be  the  trueM 
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economy,  which,  by  expending  in  propor- 
tion to  the  occasion,  produced  results  pro- 
portionate to  the  expense  [Hear,  hear!]. 
He  was  aware  that  there  was  another  spe- 
ciea  of  economy  likely  to  be  recom- 
mended  and  enforced  by  ihc  hoo.  gentle- 
men opposite.  All  he  would  say  on  that 
subject  at  present  was,  let  gentlemen  wait 
till  the  proper  opportunity,  and  proper 
documents  came  before  them.  He  would 
merely  add,  that  he  himself  anticipated  a 
considerable  reduction  in  several  branches 
of  public  expenditure. 

An  lion,  baronet  had  proposed  four  al- 
ternatives for  Ihe  property  tax— all,  how- 
ever, founded  on  the  principle  of  borroW" 
ing  instead  of  raising  money.  He  strongly 
objected  to  this  principle,  because,  as 
he  had  already  shown,  the  money-mar- 
ket should  be  relieved,  not  burthened. 
There  was  a  lime  when  the  very  idea  of  a 
loan  in  a  period  of  peace  would  have  ex* 
cited  general  alarm.  The  institution  of 
tlie  sinking  fund  had  served  to  relieve 
mucli  of  those  fears;  and  he  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  when  the  system  of  cre- 
dit ehoald  have  become  improved,  a  loan 
might  not  be  resorted  to;  but  the  loan 
must  follow,  not  precede,  the  ioiprove- 
ment  of  this  credit.  He  had  beard  indeed 
that  it  had  been  said,  that  a  small  loan 
would  give  animation  to  the  money  mar- 
ket. Now,  though  he  was  ioclincd  to  re- 
spect the  opinions  of  practical  men,  whose 
experience  he  had  generally  found  very 
sate  to  rely  upon  in  all  practical  matters : 
yet  there  was  something  so  paradoxical  in 
this  assertion,  that  he  could  not  subscribe 
to  it,  notwithstanding  all  his  respect  for 
the  quarter  from  which  it  came.  Though 
he  had  no  doubt  that  the  essertors  of  this 
opinion  believed  themselves  to  be  per- 
fectly disinterested  in  the  advice  which 
they  gave,  yet  it  was  not  easy  to  acquit 
them  of  some  sort  of  bias.  Some  latent 
motive,  unknown  even  to  themselves, 
might  be  created  by  the  difference  be- 
tween paying  five  per  cent,  out  of  their 
income,  and  adding  '20  per  cent,  to  it. 
On  a  former  occasion  he  had  illuslraied 
the  advantage  of  taxation  over  borrowing, 
by  supposing  the  familiar  instance  of  a 
miraculous  shower  of  gold,  by  which  every 
man  might  have  a  guinea  in  his  pocket. 
In  this  case  no  man  would,  from  ihe  pos- 
session of  a  single  guinea,  bu  the  more 
able  (o  pay  a  debt  of  ten  pounds.  No 
man,  in  fact,  would  derive  any  serious  or 
permanent  advaniage  from  such  an  acqui- 
aitioo.    On  the  othei  hsnd,  let  the  ooU 
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lected  nuMf  oF  then  indhridual  gaineas 
come  into  the  hands  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  and  then  pass  through  the 
bank,  and  the  country  banks,  into  all  the 
hands  of  those  who  most  want  it,  it  would 
thus  become  an  active  productive  capital 
to  the  nation.  Iifutead  of  merely  furnish- 
hig  the  means  of  f^  short  indulgence,  or  a 
temporary  reposcy  it  would  enable  those 
who  employ  and  >direct  the  industry  of  the 
countrytocaUttintovigorousaction.  Every 
sum  so  distributed  would  become  the  pa- 
rent of  increasing  wealth  and  prosperity. 
Agriculture  and  commerce  would  be  en- 
couraged, and  the  system  of  money  spe- 
culations would  revive  and  flourish. 
Every  gentleman  must^  he  believed,  see  the 
appliomilif y  of  this  illustration :  every  one 
must  see  that  the  principle  of  it  had  been 
the  cause  that^  under  all  its  difficulties, 
the  country  had  not  been  irrecoverably 
depressed— that  in  fact  its  resources  had 
accumulated,  and  that  the  hirgest  loans 
and  most  extensive  expenditure  had  only 
deranged,  and  could  not  destroy,  the 
financial  means  of  the  nation. 

He  was  unwiUing  in  the  present  stage 
to  trouble  the  committee  by  entering  into 
particulars,  but  he  trusted  he  had  proved 
that  the  present  state  of  the  public  credit 
rendered  it  much  more  expedient  to  raise 
the  supplies  of  the  year  by  a  tax  than  by 
a  loan,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  easy  to 

Erove  that  no  other  tax  could  raise  the 
irge  sum  required  with  so  little  pressure 
as  the  property  tax.  Among  the  many 
opinions  to  which  he  had  listened,  he  had 
hardly  ever  heard  the  general  equality 
and  equity  of  the  princip^  of  the  property 
tax  denied— [Hear,  hearl  from  the  op- 
position side] — he  meant  compared  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  individual  and 
the  weight  of  other  taxes ;  those  upon  arti- 
cles of  consumption  bore  with  a  very  un- 
gual pressure,  not  being  in  proportion  to 
the  resources,  but  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  individual,  which  a  thousand  circum- 
stances mtghr  afiect.  In  the  course  of 
the  last  session^  with  a  view  to  provide  a 
substitute  for  the  tax  in  question,  he  had 
suggested  the  adoption  of  various  others. 
To  the  nature  of  them  he  need  not  now 
refer,  but  he  was  willing  to  submit  the 
property  tax  to  be  Uied  %  that  criterion. 
Those  substitutes  were  selected  by  him 
after  the  fullest  consideration,  andf  such 
parts  of  them  as  appeared  least  liable  to 
objection  had  been  sanctioned  by  parlia- 
ment, and  pledged  to  supply  the  charge 
of  the  loan;  and  the  general  seBtimentm 


the  House  and  the  couatry  seemed  to  be^ 
that  the  remaining  parts,  inadequate  m 
they  would  be  to  replace  the  property 
tax  would  he  much  more  burtneosoro^ 
and  injurious  than  the  impost  they  wer^ 
chosen  to  succeed.  Previous  to  the  meet- 
ing of  parliament,  he  had  received  many 
auggestions  from  different  quarters  as  to 
the  modes  of  regulating  parts  of  this  mea- 
sure, and  amon^  them  there  certainly  was 
shown  a  disposition  to  exempt  from  the 
operation  or  the  bill  all  profits  derived 
from  industry.  He  was  ready  to  allow» 
that  could  this  object  be  fairly  accom- 
plished, some  advantages  might  result; 
but,  in  the  first  place,  Uie  landed  interest 
would  then  have  a  right  to  complain  thai 
the  whole  mass  of  commercial  property 
was  exempted  from  all  payment.  Tho 
committee  was  also  aware,  that  a  quea* 
tion  of  delica^  existed  with  respect  to 
money  in  the  funds,  and  it  had  been  uni- 
formly contended  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  that 
species  of  property  could  not  justly  be 
subjected  to  taxation,  if  all  other  sourcea 
of  emolument  were  not  also  rendered  lia- 
ble. Then,  indeed,  a  real  question  of  a 
breach  of  public  faith  would  arise,  for 
in  every  loan  act  a  distinct  clause  was  in- 
serted, providing  that  the  dividend  of  the 
loan  should  never  be  subject  to  taxation. 

If  it  were  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to 
entertain  the  bill  in  the  first  instance,  ha 
thought  that  means  might  be  found  in  ita 
progress  to  remove  the  major  part  of  the 
objections  to  it.  That  portion  of  the  tax 
raised  upon  money  m  the  funds,  deducted 
by  the  officers  appointed  to  pay  dividends^ 
was  the  most  perfect  machine  that  could 
be  devised :  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
fair  amount  was  retained,  without  the  poe- 
sibility  of  evasion  or  overcharge.  He  ad* 
mitted  that  in  that  part  of  the  measure 
which  related  to  incomes  derived  from 
industry,  there  were  considerable  defers  { 
the  machine  here  lost  its  simplicity  and  itt 
facility.  This  part  of  the  system  divided 
itself  chiefly  into  two  great  branches,  dis- 
tinguished in  the  act  by  schedules  B.  and 
D.,  the  first  referring  to  so  much  of  the 
landed  property  as  respected  the  imme- 
diate interest  of  the  actual  occupier  of  the 
jioil,  and  die  last  to  the  commercial  ia- 
terest.  Under  the  present  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  agricultural  tenants,  h 
could  not  be  denied  that  they  were  en- 
titled to  great  relief,  of  which  he  had 
spdcen  on  a  former  night,  and  the  modi- 
fications then  noticed,  he  believed,  had 
given  general  satisiacttoni  as  being  ade« 
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quale  to  tlie  objecl.  He  scarcely  ihouglit 
it  necessary  to  re-aiate  what  lie  huU  thun 
(ud :  tlic  commitlce  tvas  aware  ihat  llie 
profits  of  tile  tenant  had  hitherto  been 
calculateJ  at  ihree-foorihs  of  the  rent  he 
paid;  under  the  new  bill  these  profits  \icte 
only  to  be  estimated  at  one'iniril  of  the 
rent,  which,  besides  being  a  great  imme- 
diate reduction,  would  aUn  operate  much 
in  favour  of  the  tenantry  of  the  uountry, 
by  bringing  thcra  within  the  clasiies  en- 
titled to  abatements.  The  accounts  upon 
the  table  shoncd,  according  to  the  la»t 
auessment,  that  the  number  of  the  tenants 
of  land  entitled  to  total  exemption,  then 
only  amounted  to  114,000,  but  by  the 
proposed  modi6cfliion  the  number  would 
be  increased  to  527,000:  those  entitled  to 
aibated  rates  of  tax  amounted  to  100,000, 
and  ttieir  number  would  in  future  be  re- 
ducad  to  53,000.  the  whole  of  the  re- 
mainder passing  into  tlie  class,  totally  ex- 
empted, anil  42,000  tenants,  who  hitlieria 
haclDOt  been  permitted  to  make  any  abate- 
ment, holding  farms  of  ihc  yearly  rent  of 
4,50/,  would  hereafter  be  only  6,000.  13e- 
sides  this  relief,  it  was  his  intention  to 
propose  a  diminution  ofthe  (ax  upon  horses 
employed  in  agriculture;  if  the  property 
tax  should  pass,  he  should  suggen  that 
only  "Is.  6d.  should  be  paid  for  each  horse, 
ana  that  all  farmers  occupying  land  of 
a  less  annual  rent  than  100/.  should  not 
be  required  to  contribute  at  all,  to  that  tnx. 
This  alteration  would  be  a  most  important 
advantage  to  the  western  counties  and  to 
Wales.  As  to  schedule  D.  he  confessed 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  discover  any 
complete  remedy  for  the  complaints  of 
persons  included  in  it.  It  mu!it  however 
be  observed,  that  the  same  grievances  that 
affected  the  tenant  did  not  operate  against 
the  tradesman  ;  for  the  tenant  of  land  was 
not  charged  upon  any  return  made  by  him- 
self, but  upon  an  assumed  prolit  calculated 
by  the  amount  of  the  rent ;  therefore  an 
increase  of  rent,  though  it  reduced  his 
emoluments,  compelled  him  to  pay  a  hen- 
vier  contribution  to  the  state.  With  re- 
spect to  him,  therefore,  it  was  the  wish  of 
tho  supporters  of  this  measure  to  afford  as 
much  relief  as  was  consistent  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  case;  and  it  was  inlended  to 
give   the  commissioners  some  additional 

(lowers,  to  enable  them  to  make  a  fair  aU 
Qwance  in  case  of  unexpected  and  extra- 
ordinary losses  on  the  part  of  the  farmer. 
The  merchant  on  the  other  hand,  coold 
neTer  be  assessed  but  according  to  the 
amouDt  of  liis  owo  return,  and  any  deli' 
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ciency  in  his  income  could  be  stated  ia 
his  return  of  the  succeeding  year.  In 
order,  however,  to  obviate  some  of  the 
objections  on  this  part  of  the  question,  a 
clause  would  he  introduced  into  the  new 
bill,  under  which  on  individual  in  trade 
might  be  charged  according  to  his  esti- 
mated profits  of  the  last  year;  so  that  he 
would  not  be  called  upon  to  make  a  fresb 
return,  but  might  pay  the  five  per  cenL 
upon  a  sum  previously  slated.  If  the  mer- 
chant submitted  to  this  charge,  of  course 
no  further  inquiry  would  be  necessary; 
ond  it  was  consequently  in  his  power,  by 
the  payment  of  the  sum  he  coulribulcd 
last  year,  to  avoid  any  painful  and  iucon- 
venient  disclosure  [Hear,  hear!  from  the 
Opposition  side].  Undoubtedly,  tnany 
cases  might  occur  where  ihe  profits  had 
diminished,  and  then  fresh  returns  would 
be  deemed  necessary,  if  the  party  wished 
to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  di- 
mioishing  his  payment;  hut  if  they  had 
increased,  no  addition  would  be  made  to 
the  assessment,  unless  on  a  voluntary 
statement.  It  would  therefore  be  enacted, 
that  t\6iy  person  in  trade  not  laying  an 
appeal  within  ■  fixed  period,  should  be 
charged  to  the  amount  of  his  previous  re- 
turn ;  if  an  appeal  were  laid,  his  affairs 
must  necessarily  be  subjected  to  a  new 
examination  [Hear!].  The  regulations 
under  which  this  inquiry  would  be  con- 
ducted, he  hoped  would  weaken  the 
strenuous  opposition  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  for  it  would  be 
proposed  to  revive  the  clause  of  1803, 
which  gave  the  trader  the  liberty  of  being 
charged  by  referees  of  his  own  nomina- 
tion ;  if,  however,  he  preferred  to  make 
his  return  to  the  commissioners,  the  in- 
vestigation should  not  be  made  as  at  pre- 
sent by  all  the  commissioners,  but  only 
by  one  of  them,  to  be  selected  by  ballot, 
or  any  other  impartial  mode,  assisted  by 
the  clerk;  they  should  receive  the  expla- 
nation of  ihe  parly  appealing,  being ihem- 
Ecives  distinctly  sworn  to  secrecy,  and  to 
destroy  all  memoranda  or  other  docu- 
ments that  might  lead  to  an  exposure  of 
the  affairs  ofthe  merchant.  The  tribunal 
would  thus  consist  of  only  two  persons, 
and  the  report  of  the  commissioner  to 
chosen  should  be  final. 

With  these  further,  and  in  his  opinioo 
very  material  improvements,  he  hoped 
that  the  House  would  not  only  entertain 
the  proposition  in  the  first  inMnnce,  but, 
with  such  other  amendments  as  its  wisdom 
might  suggest,  would  sanction  its  ad9p- 
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tion.  It  might  be  proper  to  rocntion  again 
what  had  falJeii  from  him   oo  a  former 
night;  namely,  that  in  order  to  give  satis»- 
faction  to  the  public,  and  to  set  ail  hearts 
at  rest  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  tax, 
the  time  of  its  duration  should  be  stated 
in  the  preamble,  with  the  addition  that  it 
was  continued  only  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  extraordinary  charges  occa- 
sioned by  the  war  in  the  first  years  of 
peace.    The  fact  of  the  existence  of  those 
charges,  he  apprehended,  could  not  now 
be  a  matter  o^  discussion,  the  estimates 
on  the  table  communicating  the  details; 
it  there  appeared,  that  eight  or  nine  mil- 
lions would  be  required  for  the  service  of 
the  present  year,  and  four  or  five  for  the 
service  of  the  next.     [Mr.  Tierney  asked 
across  the  table  for  some  of  the  items  of 
charge].     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer reph'ed,  that  it  would  be  difficult  for 
him  to  state  the  particular  articles  with 
their  amounts.     One  charge  was  for  re- 
pairs of  the  navy,  which  would  be  exten- 
sive, not  only  during  the  next,  but  several 
succeeding    years:    there   were,  besides, 
considerable  na?al  expenses  of  other  kinds. 
A  large  sum  was  devoted  to  the  ordnance, 
and  others  to  various  military  departments. 
If  the  opinion  of  any  gentleman  should 
depend  merely  upon  the  question  whether 
twelve  millions  were  necessary  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  peace  establishment,    he 
could  undertake,  in  a  very  short  time,  to 
satisfy  him  upon  that  point.     To  raise  this 
turn  was  the  object  of  the  property  tax,  and 
he  earnestly  recommended  it  to  the  House 
as  a  measure  of  urgent  importance.     He 
had  been  most  anxious  to  render  the  bur- 
then as  light  as  possible,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  such  practicable  modifications  as 
had  occurred  to  him ;  and   he  should  be 
happy  to  adopt  others  at  the  suggestion 
of  Hon.  gentlemen  on  either  side  of  the 
House,  if  they  did  not  diminish  the  amount 
to  be  produced  by  weakening  the  powers 
of  the  measure.     The  passing  of  this  bill 
would  facilitate  most  materially  the  opera- 
tions of  the  whole  financial  machine  of  the 
country :  while  the  property  tax  was  aflbrd- 
ing  a  temporary  supply  to  a  temporary 
want,  that  machine,  of  late  years  much 
disorganized  and  complicated,   might  be  | 
put   into  a  state   of  repair  and  activity 
which  would  facilitate  the  whole  proceed- 
ings of  the  nation :  with  the  property  tax, 
the  money  market  would  be  relieved,  and 
he  anticipated  a  certain,  if  not  a  rapid  im- 
provement in  the  public  pecuniary  con- 
cerns; without  it,  the  people  would  be 
(VOL-XX^vHL) 


heavily  bnrthened  in  other  way^,  and  lie 
could  foresee  nothing  but  a  long  succeN- 
sion  of  difficulties  and  ciubarrnssmcntt 
[Hrar,  hear!]. 

L'pon  this  point,  it  was  not  noi^cssnry 
fur  Jiim    to  enlarge,  since   prospects  far 
more  gloomy  than  any  he  wa!>  accustomed 
to  paint  Ci^uld  bo  drawn  by  gentlemen  on 
the  opposite  side   of  the   Mouse.     Some 
persons  had  required  that  after  the  strug- 
gle, a  breathing  time  should  be  allowed  to 
the  country — he  only  asked  a  breathing 
time  to  public  credit,  which  was,  in  truth, 
almost  the  same  thing.     Although,  during; 
the   last   three  years,   a  burthen  of  100 
millions  had  been  thrown  upon  the  money 
market  by  repeated  loans,  yet  he  congra- 
tulated the  House,  that  it  had  been  ac- 
companied by   no   increase   of  taxation. 
That  system  he  hoped  to  sec  continued^ 
and  he  called  upon  the  House  to  continue 
a  tax  calculated  to  raise  little  more  thaa 
the  amount  of  public  burthens  which  had 
been  saved  during  the  two  last  years.     By 
the  operation  of  the  plan   of  finance  ii 
1813,   the  public  had  been   spared   the 
weight  of  nearly  nine  millions  of  perma- 
nent taxes,  yet  the  sinking  fund  had  still 
been  preserved  effectual  for  all  purposes ; 
it  could  not,  however,  at  present,  sustaia 
any  greater  pressure,    and  a    loan,    he 
feared,  would  be  attended  with  most  de- 
trimental consequences,  more  especially  to 
the  efficacy  of  the  sinking  fund ;  among 
the  various  plans  of  the  hon.  baronet  ( Sir 
James  Shaw)  that  which  proposed  a  still 
further  diminution  of  the  sinking  fund  was 
the  least  eligible;    but  with   respect  to 
tliem,  all  the  committee  would  be  aware 
that  whether  the  money  were  borrowed  in 
the  marker,   or  taken  from   the  sinking 
fund»  the  effort  of  the  operation  was  nearly 
the  same.     The  politial  and  military  gloiy 
of  Great  Britain  had  been  carried  to  its 
utmost  height,  but  it  had  been  attended 
by   a   pre<tsure    upon   her  finances  from 
which  they  could  not  be  relieved  without 
a  vigorous  exertion.     It  was  true  that  we 
had  gained  a  happy  and  secure  peace,  but 
we  ought  not  to  be  in  too  great  haste  to 
enjoy  its  advantages :  precipitation  might 
be  ruinous,  while  a  wholesome  restraint,  a 
short  delay,  would  enable  us  to  render  o'.ir 
blessings  substantial  and  permanent.     The 
right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  moving 
a  resolution  for  the  continuance  oi'  the  tax 
on  landed  property  at  tlie  rate  of  5  per 
cent.,  being  the  first  of  a  string  of  Resolu- 
tions which  he  intended  to  propose  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  different  modi* 
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ficalions  lie  had   explained  to  the  com- 

Sir  IViUiam  Carl'ts  opposed  the  motion. 
He  said,  ihal  after  all  he  had  heard  from 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  his  opinion  with 
rwpect  to  the  tax  had  not  been  altered  in 
any  one  particular.  He  considered  the 
property  ux  as  a  war  tax  only,  and  there- 
fore, ooe  which  ought  to  be  discontinued 
in  time  of  peace.  So  long  as  its  tn(juisi- 
toria]  and  oppressive  nature  remained, 
so  long    ehouid  it  meet  with  oppositioD 

Mr.  WiLiiam  Smtlh  staled,  that  the 
consideration  of  this  tax  had  long  occupied 
his  attention  :  he  had,  however,  not  found 
an  opportunity  of  addreuin);  the  House 
before,  and  nisbed  now  to  deliver  his  sen- 
timents on  the  subject.  Whether  in  war 
or  in  peace,  he  had  on  all  occasions  denied 
his  assent  to  this  tax :  and  he  thought  the 
objectinDs  against  it  so  general,  as  to  apply 
to  all  times  and  all  situations.  Those  ob- 
jections were  not  directed  against  the 
amounEnli^ne,  but  against  thevery  principle 
of  the  tax.  As  far  as  the  commercial  world 
was  concerned,  the  ^eat  evil  of  the  tax 
consisted  in  that  inquisitorial  visiting  .'hich 
laid  open  to  the  world,  with  the  moGt 
ruinous  eifect,  the  exact  situation  of  every 
raan-'d  aSairs,  however  he  might  wish  for 
concealment.  And  another  important 
objection,  hitherto  little  dwelt  on,  was  the 
unfair  manner  in  which  iiicomes  arising 
from  professions  were  rendered  subject  to 
this  lax.  As  to  eomtnercial  men,  the 
disauict  the}'  must  experience  at  having 
their  concerns  laid  open  to  the  world 
would  be  very  little  alleviated  by  any  of 
the  expedients  or  modifi cations  now  sug- 
gested by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site. It  was  probable  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  commercial  interest  must  now 
be  liable  to  heavy  losses  ;  and  it  followed 
tiial  a  trader  must  either  pay  five  per  cent, 
on  a  supposed  profit,  or  go  to  the  coraniis- 
sioner  and  confess  his  loss:  rather  than  do 
this,  numbers  would  pay  the  tnx,  so  that 
it  would  be  a  tax,  not  on  income,  but  on 
Jojs.  It  appeared  that  11,000  surcharges 
had  been  made  in  the  city  of  London 
alone  during  the  course  of  the  last  year. 
It  might  be  said,  that  this  alTorded  in  some 
degree  a  presumption  of  commercial  proS' 
perity,  but  he  thought  that  no  such  in- 
ference could  be  drawn.  Of  these  11,000 
surcharges,  3,000  were  set  aside  on  appeal, 
ailcr  a  critical  examioation  into  the  appul- 
lant'a  circumstances.  This  bad  made  him 
a  declared  mmtay  to  tb«  tmx  to  ever; 
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shape.  Seven  thousand  out  of  the  ll.lXX} 
did  not  appeeb  they  probably  thought 
it  8  less  evil  to  submit  to  the  impoailioD, 
than  to  expose  the  situation  of  iheir  afiairs. 
But,  suppose  that  these  7000  were  sur- 
charged justly,  what  a  pestilential  influ- 
ence mu<t  the  tax  have  produced  on  the 
morals  of  the  country,  when  such  a  body 
had  recourse  to  the  most  guilty  evasions  to 
avoid  the  asGessmcnt!  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  been  acting  on  the  old  and 
well  known  principle  of  "  Divide  et  inn 
pera,"  for  he  had  made  concessions  to  the 
agricultural  interest  in  the  hopes  of 
gaining  their  support  to  his  cause.  Mr. 
Smith,  however,  cautioned  eenilemen  to 
consider,  not  the  partial  bearings,  but  the 
whole  effect  of  the  tax  ;  for  if  every  man 
were  to  aid  the  introduction  of  it  who  wu 
not  himself  immediately  affected,  we  might 
very  soon  find  the  burthen  effectually 
saddled  on  our  backs.  He  would  Itere, 
loo,  incidentally  hint,  that  if  any  members 
from  (he  sister  kingdom  were  forward  in 
support  of  this  tax,  because  it  did  not 
extend  to  Ireland,  it  might  be  prudent  for 
them  to  consider  whether  members  here 
would  not  soon  wish  to  extend  the  tax  to 
Ireland.  At  nil  events,  there  was  no 
belter  mode  of  creating  ill-will  between 
the  two  countries,  than  bringing  gentle- 
men from  the  other  side  of  the  channel  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  &uch  an  impost  on 
this  country.  But,  to  revert  to  the  tax 
itself,  and  to  consider  it  according  to  the 
principles  laid  down  by  the  most  cele- 
brated political  economists— he  would  ax- 
sert,  that  there  was  not  one  page  of 
Adam  Smith  on  the  subject  of  taxation, 
from  which  a  dn-ect  argument  might  not 
be  drown  against  this  impost,.— whether 
be  speaks  of  capital,  of  the  cDect  which 
the  accumulation  of  it  has  on  national 
prosperity,  and  the  consequent  evil  arising 
from  irH  diminution ;  whether  he  weighs 
the  ill  effect  of  the  discontent  excited  by 
an  injudicious  impost,  or  expatiates  on  the 
evil  of  making  tlie  credit  of  an  individual 
depend  on  the  testimony  of  an  officer  of 
revenue.  If  Adam  Smith's  authority  wera 
good  for  any  thing,  it  would  show  this  tax 
to  be  in  the  highest  degree  unjust  and 
impolitic.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
asserted,  that  it  would  be  more  inconve- 
nient to  raise  the  money  required  by 
means  of  n  loan  than  by  direct  taxation. 
Mr.  Smith  said,  he  entirely  disagreed  with 
the  tight  hon.  gentleman  on  this  point.  If 
the  money  wer«  drawn  by  a  loan,  that 
capittl  trai  advanced  which  was  not  imme- 
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dktely  wanfed;  if  it  were  raised  by  a  tax, 
the  money  was  taken  indiscriminatelyy 
whether  the  payer  wanted  it  or  not :  tlie 
tradesman  who  wanted  the  capital  to  carry 
on  his  business  was  obliged  to  pay  into  the 
cofiers  of  the  state,  where  it  could  be  pro- 
ductive of  no  profit  to  him,  instead  ot  the 
money  being  advanced  by  an  individual 
who  could  aSbrd  to  lend  it.  But  let  the 
House  consider  the  intolerable  inquisition 
that  attended  the  tax  :  Mr.  Pitt,  the  year 
before  he  brought  it  forward,  spoke  of  the 
tax  on  property  as  one  not  recognized  in 
this  country ;  till  that  time  we  had  taxed 
only  visible  property;  and  nothing  but 
the  absolute  necessities  of  the  war  could 
offer  any  extenuation  for  the  inquisition 
with  which  this  impost  yisited  the  most 
private  transactions ;  but  yet  without  this 
inquisition  the  tax  would  be  wholly  ineffi- 
cient. In  most  taxes  the  payer  was  ge* 
ncrally  repaid  with  a  profit :  he  advanced 
the  tax  on  his  goods,  and  was  more  than 
indemnified  by  the  higher  price  which 
those  goods  consequently  attained ;  but 
the  income  tax  affected  professions  as  well 
as  trades,  and  the  lawyer  or  physician 
gained  no  more  than  their  guinea,  though 
equally  affected  with  others  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  tax.  It  had  been  stated  that 
the  amount  of  the  profits  made  by  90,000 
individuals,  who  were  assessed  to  the  tax  at 
the  rate  of  from  50/  to  100^  per  annum 
each,  was  7,000,000/.  But,  however  large 
this  sum  might  appear,  the  individuals  in 
question  formed  the  very  poorest  class  of 
society ;  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  parish 
rates,  though  frequently  themselves  more 
in  need  of  assistance  than  any  who  re- 
ceived relief.  He  must  therefore  oppose 
the  tax  in  every  stage.  He  should  con- 
clude by  observing,  that  Mr.  Pitt's  ability 
as  a  financier  had  been  greatly  over-rated. 
He,  as  a  financier,  resembled  Buonaparte 
in  war ;  it  was  not  how,  but  what  he  was 
to  raise:  Buonapafte  never  considered 
how,  but  the  number  of  men  he  wibhed 
to  raise ;  and  he  raised  them  by  a  con- 
scription. Now,  the  income  tax  was  a 
conscription  as  vexatious  and  tyrannical 
upon  property  as  the  other  was  upon  life 
and  men.  He  was  a  truly  great  roan  who 
from  small  means  could  produce  great 
effects ;  but  no  man  had  been  more  extra- 
vagant in  his  means  than  Mr,  Pitt.  Hav- 
ing said  thus  nmich,  he  forbore  to  enter 
into  the  detail  of  the  tax,  for  this  was  not 
the  proper  time  for  doing  it,  and  he  hoped 
and  believed  that  time  would  never  arrive. 
The  tax  could  never^  by  any  detail,  by 


any  modification,  be  rendered  palatable  to 
individuals  or  beneficial  to  the  public. 

Mr.  liose^  amid  loud  cries  of  question, 
proceeded  to  defend  the  character  of  hb 
departed  friend,  Mr.  Pitt,  from  the  attack 
that  had  been  made  upon  it  by  the  hoo* 
gentleman  who  had  just  sac  down.  That 
hon.  gentleman  had  denied  Mr.  Pitt's 
financial  abilities,  and,  describing  a  test 
by  which  talents  were  to  be  tried,  denied 
that  by  that  test  his  departed  friend  could 
be  considered  aa  a  great  financier  [Here 
an  evident  impatience  was  testified  by  tlie 
House,  and  cries  of  question  were  re- 
doubled.] Mr.  Rose  continued.  Shall  aa 
attack  be  permitted  on  the  character  of  an 
individual,  and  shall  it  not  be  permitted  to 
his  friends  to  offer  any  defence  ?  He  was 
willing  to  adopt  the  test  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, and  he  was  persuaded  that  Mr. 
Pitt's  character  would  be  establisihed  by 
the  application  of  it  beyond  the  reach  of 
question  or  dispute.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  that  great  abilities  were  proved 
by  the  accomplishment  of  great  undertak- 
ings, through  great  difficulties,  and  with 
small  means.  Let  the  House  look  at  the 
first  period  of  Mr.  Pitt's  administration, 
and  considering  the  circumstances  ia 
which  it  commenced,  compare  them  with 
the  state  of  the  country  after  two  years 
of  his  exertions  and  services,  and  there 
could  not  remain  a  shadow  of  doubt  as  to 
the  greatness  of  his  financial  character* 
When  he  entered  upon  office  at  the  end 
of  the  American  war,  he  found  public 
credit  exceedingly  depressed,  the  national 
resources  in  a  state  of  great  exhaustion, 
and  the  revenue  of  the  country  insufficient 
to  defray  the  peace  establishment,  with 
the  interest  of  the  debt  contracted  in  a 
long,  extensive,  and  unfortunate  struggle. 
He  found  it  necessary  to  impose  950,000/. 
qf  new  taxes ;  but  by  this  addition,  by 
economy,  and  by  an  improved  collection 
of  the  revenue,  he  not  only  brought  the 
annupl  income  of  the  nation  to  meet  the 
annual  expenditure,  but  provided  a  mil- 
lion for  the  sinking  fund,  which  be  esta- 
blished in  1786.  Before  he  came  into 
office,  the  war  expenditure  exceeded  the 
war  revenue  by  three  millions  a  year.  In 
1797  the  funds  had  fallen,  under  the  pres- 
sure of  repeated  loans,  to  47  and  a  frac- 
tion. It  was  then,  that  Mr.  Pitt  rcsoite4 
to  the  property  tax  to  relieve  them,  and 
in  January  1798  it  was  proposed.  Its 
effect  had  answered  his  expectations,  and 
the  funds  had  recovered.  What  tlie  hon^ 
gentleman   had   stated  concerning;   Mr^ 
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Plit's  opinion  of  the  property  (ax  was 
ibundcil  in  error,  or  ot  least  won  without 
a  II  til  or  it  y-  He  hart  never  calli-tl  ii  a  war 
tax,  or  iledared  dint  it  could  not  be  cun- 
tinued  in  peace.  So  tnucb  wns  his  cunduct 
oppofcd  to  sucK  a  suppotitinti,  that  he  hnd 
tnorigaffed  il  for  56  millions.  Had  the 
interest  of  thin  great  aum  not  been  pro- 
vided for  from  another  source  bv  Mr.  Ad- 
dingtnn,  who  succri^ded  Mr.  Pill,  in  l^tTi, 
it  nas  calculated  that  the  property  tax 
could  not  liHve  been  dwengiiged  or  re- 
moved for  nine  )-earg  of  peace.  He  nl. 
lowed  wiih  an  hoiiouroble  alderman,  the 
liberaljiv  of  the  bonkers,  rnercbants,  nml 
trsdera  of  Lnndim,  in  first  siijiircMio^  thi« 
tax,  and  submitting  to  It  witli  such  cheer- 
fulness ;  but  he  denied  that  there  was  any 
pledge  given  to  aboliih  it  at  the  end  nf 
the  war.  The  Tieht  hon.  gi?ntleman  pro- 
ceeiled  to  show  the  propriety  and  neces- 
>tty  of  conlinuiite  thi«  tux  ns  proposed  by 
the  chancellor  o(  (he  cxchrrfuer  i  hut  the 
noise  was  so  ftreul  in  the  House,  and  the 
cries  of  question  were  so  inceHsantly  re- 
peated, that  what  ho  said  could  not  be 
(lillinctly  collected  in  the  gallery. 

Mr.  Hliitihrii  Kiviie  thought  the  pro- 
perty tax  was  a  good  tax,  na  the  expense 
of  collecting  was  small,  and  as  it  did  not 
partake  the  biid  ijuAlrty  of  tjxes  on  can- 
fiUtnoble  Brticlt-i,  wliirh  raised  ihc  prices 
in  a  greater  jiroimriion  ihiin  thoy  were 
productive  to  the  exche<iuer.  He  ihnupht 
if  the  tax  was  tahen  oiTlcathEr,  malt,  and 
other  articles  of  thnt  nature,  and  laid  on 
property,  the  subject  would  be  a  painer, 
even  if  the  property  tax  were  doubled. 

Mr.  Hurl  Darin  supported  ihe  tax  ; 
lie  toid  he  did  not  consider  it  as  a  peace 
tax,  but  as  the  means  of  paying  a  cermin 
amount  of  debt,  the  consequence  of  the 
late  war.  He  wished,  however,  to  know 
whelher  there  would  be  any  provision  ^ 
which  landlords,  if  ihey  received  no  rents 
from  their  tenant),  would  be  exenipteil 
from  the  operation  of  the  inx.  If  such  a 
provision  was  made,  he  should  warmly  ap- 
prove of  the  tux,  becitutc  though  ihc  tax 
would  operate  indireclly  on  the  poor,  by 
depriving  them  of  employ  this  na*  less 
oppressive  than  a  tax  directly  on  them. 
His  majeaty'fi  minions  \^a  l.iu^h],  he  meant 
minislera  [crii-a  uf  Henri]  hud  proposed 
the  tax  for  a  limited  time  only.  durin|; 
which  time  they  miuhi  revise  the  whole 
system  of  our  tiixaiion,  and  relieve  the 
country  from  ilio>e  taxes  which  bore  most 
heavily  on  individuals,  He  agreed  with 
the  cluacdhfr  el'  Ibc  esdiequer,  as  to  t&e 
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advantage  which,  in  hia  lurainouc  state- 
t,  he  had  professed  n-ould  arise  from 
ininlcrnipti?d  operation  of  tile  ainlcing 
fund,  which  could  not  fail  to  raise  the 
price  of  slock.  This  would  lower  the 
■  iierest  of  money,  and  the  fundholden 
ould  be  more  ready  to  sell  out  and  relieve 
tlic  country  bankers.  The  efiect  which  it 
would  thus  have  in  rateingthe  price*,  would 
be  of  much  ereaier  advaniage  lo  the  far- 
mers, than  the  repeal  of  to  small  a  tax 
could  be  attended  with.  For  thoi^  m 
cow  was  only  raised  in  price  from  10  to 
11/.  this  would  amount  on  the  stock  of  r 
farm  of  400/.  a  year,  to  an  increaso  of 
value  of  110/.  Under  [his  conviction,  he 
should  vote  for  the  tax,  though  he  ro- 
grctled  il  was  against  the  sense  of  hia  coa- 
stitiientf. 

The  Chancellnr  of  ihe  Exchequer  eatd, 
thnt  he  had  in  view  a  provision  to  relieve 
landlords  *ho  wore  deprived  of  ilieir  rent 
by  the  flight  or  insolvi^ncv  of  their  tenants. 
He  wished  also  lliai  it  should  not  be  un- 
derstood ihat  because  In  his  general  state- 
ment he  had  not  mentioned  every  provision 
wliicb  he  hnd  in  contemplation,  he  was  un- 
willing to  listen  to  any  thing  in  the  war 
of  modilication,  which  might  be sag^esled. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  come  to 
a  hasty  decision  on  the  question,  without 
having  the  proposed  bill  in  a  compleat 
state  before  them  [Cries  of  Question, 
question  1]. 

Mr.  ISaring  having  with  sotne  difficulty 
obtained  a  hearing,  said  he  rhould  not 
trespass  long  on  the  aiienlion  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  Buch  anxiety  prevailed  for  a 
coming  to  decision.  In  another  state  ot' 
the  House  he  eliould  have  wished  to  go 
iotodeiails;  but  that  seemed  now  quite 
impossible.  The  right  lioo.  the  treasurer  of 
the  navy  (Mr.  Rose)  was  a  general  pane- 
gyriat  of  all  taxes  and  tax-gatherers — to 
answer  him  wa«  quite  superfluous.  Whe» 
the  hon,  member  for  Bristol  [Mr.  Hart 
Davit)  rose,  ha  had  anticipated  that  lie 
would  find  some  good  reasons  for  support- 
ing the  ministera  and  dtscrting  his  cnnsii- 
tuents.  But  from  whence  he  had  drawn 
the  concluaiot),  that  the  cows  of  the  people 
of  Brittol  would  be  raised  by  the  operaiion 
of  the  tax  from  10/.  to  il/.  each,  it  was 
out  of  the  power  of  ingenuity  to  imagioe. 
That  hon.  member  hud  been  lavish  in  his 
praise  of  the  "  luminous''  siatement  of  the 
choi.cellor  of  the  exciiequer.  If  he  (Mr. 
B.)  had  thought  Ihat  the  statement  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  been  any 
ibing  but  a  desp«nile  plunge  in  delault  vi 
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all  argument—and  if  it  had  made  any  im- 
pression on  the  committee,  he,  though  he 
liad  not  much  opinion  of  his  own  ability, 
should  have  taken  up  some  of  the  time  of 
the  House  to  refute  it.    But  he  should  set 
the  member  for  Bristol  right  as  to  one  fact 
connected  with  that  statement.   The  mem- 
ber for  Bristol  had  suppo^^ed  that  the  tax 
was  to  Inst  only  for  two  years.    The  chan- 
cellor of  the   exchequer  had  that  night 
stated  no  such  thing.     Sometimes,  indeed, 
the  miniittersheld  forth  the  promise  of  the 
tax  being  put  an  end  to  in  two  years,  but 
when  they  felt  a  little  stronger,  no  such 
promise  was  made.    This  promise  was  like 
the  French  constitution,  which  had  been 
compared  to  an  umbrella,  which  was  held 
up  by  the  king  in  bad  weather  only.     It 
was  now  pretended  that  it  was  to  be  con- 
tinued only  for  the  payment  of  an  uncer- 
tain  sum,  which  seemed  to  be  about   14* 
millions.     Was  it  probable  that  the  tax, 
pared  down  as  it  would  be,  with  little  left 
but   its  inquisitorial   power   and   its   ine- 
quality, would  produce  that  sum  in  two 
years  ?   It  was  improbable,  as  long  as  the 
ministers  could  show  any  tail  of  the«war 
expense,  that   ihey  would  give  it  up.     If 
they  could  get  the  tax  once  fixed  in  time 
of  peace,  tlu-y  would  gain  their  object,  and 
not  a  member  of  that  House  would  ever 
see  an  end  of  it.     No  one  who  had  the 
least  experience  of  the  conduct  of  govern- 
ment,  could   fail  to  sec,  that  instead  of 
producing  a  redemption  of  the  debt,  it 
would    produce    wasteful    establishments 
and  extravagant   expenditure.     It  could 
only  be  by  ridding  the  country  of  the  tax 
that  ministers  could  be  induced  to  prac- 
tise any  economy.     A   right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Hose)  had  compared  the  dis- 
tress of  the  country  now  to  that  of  1797; 
and  had  argued,  that  as  the  distress  was 
removed  by  impo^iIlg  the  tax  then,  to  im- 
pose the  tax  now  would  afford  the  same 
relief.     But  between  the  distress  of  1797 
and  that  of  the  preaent  moment  there  was 
no  analogy.     At  that  time   there  was  a 
poor  exchequer  and  a  rich  country.   Now 
the  case  was  the  reverse — we  had  a  rich 
exchequer  and    a    poor    country.     The 
remedy  now  applied  should  be  the  reverse 
of  that  applied  in  1797.     Instead  of  im- 
posing additional  taxes  to  relieve  tl^e  ex- 
chequer, the  object  should  be  to  take  off 
as  much  of  the  taxes  as  was  possible  to 
relieve  the  country.    Though  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  had  repeated  his 
^tory  of  the  miraculous  shower  of  gold,  he 
(Mr.  B.)  had  never  met  with  any  man  in 


the  country  who  thought  it  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  himself,  that  money  shouid  be 
taken  out  of  his  pocket,  and  then  lent  him 
back.     The  fact  was,  the  farmers  did  not 
want  to  borrow   money— they  wanted  a 
market.     As  to  a  loan,  he  should  say  a 
\^\ivf  words.     The  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer had  said  it  was  the  great  loans  had 
depressed  the  stocks.     Now  it  was  not  the 
fact  that  the  stocks  were  very  much  de- 
pressed ;  for  they  did  not  afford  more  than 
five  per  cent,  to  nurchaberti,  and  were  gra- 
dually rising.     \Vhatever  depression  there 
was,  had  been  occasioned  by  the  shrinking 
of  the  property   of  the  country,     livery 
man  felt  such  distress  or  witnessed  such 
distress,  that  he  withdrew  his  money  from 
the  funds  for  the  use  of  himself,  or  to  lend 
to  his  neighbour.     What  effect,  he  would 
ask,  could  a  loan  of  nine  millions  have^ 
which  perhaps  would  be  melted  down  in  a 
week  into  the  general  transactions  of  the 
countr}'  ?    The  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer had  alluded  to  him  (Mr,  B.)  and  the 
members  from  the  city,  and  had  taken  the 
opportunity  of  mixing  up  some  little  per- 
sonalities with  the  question.    But  he  would 
ask,  whether  he  or  any  man  had  proposed 
an  immediate  loan  ?    1  he   best  measure 
would  be  to  raise  tiie  sum  required  by  ex* 
chequer  bills,  which  might  be  funded  at 
some  future  time.     What  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  not  done  was  to  state 
the  financial  necessity  of  the    measure* 
There  was  no  financial  necessity  for  the 
measure.     If  all  that  was  wanted  was  ten 
millions,  no  one  could  say  that  this  was  the 
proper  time  for  laying  on  a  tax  lo  relieve 
the  country  two  years  hence.     This  was 
the  year  when  relaxation  of  taxation  was 
most  peculiarly  required.     It  would  only 
be  necessary  to  take  one  million  from  the 
sinking  fund  to  pay  the  interest  of  that 
sum,  and  a  jinking  fund  of  5  per  cent,  for 
its  reduction,  which  would  then  take  place 
in  12  years.     And  was  it  to  prevent  the 
taking  a   million  from  the  sinking  fund 
that  the  House  shouid  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  distresses  of  the  country,  and  ruin  their 
character  in  the  opinion  of  their  consti- 
tuents ?  It  would  be  for  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider, whether  the  subtracting  of  one  mil- 
lion was  such  an  inroad  on  the  sinking 
fund,  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  adopt 
the  principle  of  an  income  tax  in  time  of 
peace. 

Lord  Castlercngh  said,  that  at  that  lat^ 
hour  of  the  night,  he  should  not  have 
trespassed  upon  the  attention  of  the  com- 
miuce,  did  he  not  feel  that  he  owed  it  to 
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himsdf,  to  the  country*  and  to  the  go- 
Tornment  of  which  he  fonned  a  part,  to 
ttate  the  grounds  upon  which  he  con* 
ceifed  the  present  measure  ou^ht  to  be 
aupported.  Nothing  but  an  imperious 
sense  of  duty  could  have  induced  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  persist  in  their  endea* 
vours  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  parliament 
for  the  renewal  of  tlie  property  tax,  in  op- 
position to  that  national  reluctance  which 
the  people  might  be  supposed  to  feel  at 
the  continuance  of  a  heavy  burthen  after 
the  termination  of  the  war ;  more  espe- 
cially when  there  was  in  addition  a  heavy 
pressure  occasioned  by  distresses  arising 
iirom  particular  but  temporary  causes. 
But  he  was  sure,  at  the  same  time»  that 
the  government  would  be  turning  its  back 
upon  those  distresses,  if  it  were  to  shrink 
fiom  the  discharge  of  that  duty  which  the 
■acessity  of  tlie  case  imposed  upon  it. 
He  begged  to  be  understood,  in  the  first 
Instance*  as  speaking  with  all  due  defe- 
rence of  the  petitions  which  had  been  pre- 
lented  to  that  House  upon  the  subject; 
but  when  he  considered  what  ought  to  be 
die  influence  of  those  petitions,  no  one 
would  say  that  the  deliberative  faculties 
of  parliament  ought  to  be  so  limited  or 
paralysed  by  them,  that  the  legislature  of 
the  country  was  to  look  to  the  sentiments 
entertained  beyond  the  walls  of  tliat 
House  for  the  rule  and  guide  of  the  course 
it  had  to  pursue.  He  was  by  no  means 
disposed  to  disparage  the  character  and 
weight  of  such  opinions ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  far  from  thinking  that  the 
good  sense  which  always  distinguished  the 
people  of  England  had  forsaken  them  on 
the  present  occasion,  or  that  they  were 
disposed  to  turn  their  backs  upon  that 
great  financial  system  which  had  hitherto 
carried  them  through  all  their  diificul  ties  and 
dangers.  If,  however,  they  shrunk  from 
the  present  effort,  they  would  unques- 
tionably renounce  that  profound  and  salu- 
tary policy,  to  which  alone  they  were  in- 
debted for  tlie  means  of  so  gloriously  con- 
tinuing the  late  struggle  to  its  final  and 
memorable  issue. 

With  respect  to  the  various  matters 
contained  in  the  different  petitions  pre- 
sented, many  of  the  topics  embraced  in 
them  were  quite  foreign  from  the  question 
of  the  property  tax ;  and  he  was  quite 
sure  if  some  of  them  were  followed  up  by 
concession  on  the  part  of  parliament,  they 
would  shake  the  security  of  the  empire  to 
its  foundation.  The  property  tax  was 
made  the  ostenaibJc  ground  for  calling 
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meetings  together ;  but  when  those  meet- 
ings were  obtained,  the  property  tax 
formed  only  a  single  object  in  the  views  ol 
the  petitioners,  while  others  of  a  far  dif- 
ferent nature  were  mingled  with  it.  He 
would  put  an  instance  in  point,  whict 
must  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
An  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  at- 
tended a  public  meeting  convened  in 
Westminster  for  the  purpose  of  petition- 
ing parliament  on  the  subject.  But  when 
that  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  accom- 
panied by  some  of  his  friends,  appeared, 
they  could  not  obtain  even  a  hearing,  be- 
cause, in  fact,  the  meetins  was  called  foe 
purposes  totally  distinct  from  the  consi- 
deration of  the  property  tax.  Witli  re- 
spect, however,  to  the  petitions  generally, 
there  was  a  great  mass  of  them,  and  many 
of  a  most  respectable  description.  But 
when  he  looked  at  them  in  the  aggregate, 
and  asked  himself  whether  they  could  be 
considered  as  containing  the  sentiments 
of  the  whole  people  of  Great  Britain,  he 
was  compelled  to  give  his  negative  to 
sucb  a  proposition.  In  fact,  one-fourth 
of  the  counties  of  great  Britain  had  not 
petitioned  at  all.  There  was  not  more 
than  nineteen  petitions  from  counties,  out 
of  nearly  ninety  of  which  Great  Britain 
was  composed ;  and  without  going  into 
the  particular  history  of  those  petitions 
from  the  different  counties,  he  was  justi- 
fied in  affirming,  tliat  a  great  diversity  of 
sentiment  prevailed  in  most  of  the  coun- 
ties. Then,  as  to  the  commercial  towns, 
it  was  certainly  a  tax  of  a  very  painful 
nature  to  them  ;  but  he  was  quite  satisfied 
that  the  opinion  of  the  commercial  body 
would  be  much  altered  when  they  knew  of 
the  modifications  which  it  was  intended 
to  introduce  into  the  tax.  He  wished  to 
impress  upon  the  attention  of  the  House, 
that  full  one-third  of  the  whole  number 
of  petitions  presented,  came  from  two 
counties  only,  Devonshire  and  Middle- 
sex ;  a  circumstance  which  was  explained 
by  the  mode  of  obtaining  them  in  separate 
parishes.  The  aggregate  amount  oi  peti* 
tions  was  about  4(X),  and  ISO  came  urom 
those  two  counties.  Now,  when  these 
circumstances  came  to  be  considered,  and 
when  it  was  known  that  Liverpool  and 
Manchester,  and  others  of  the  greatest 
commercial  towns  in  the  kingdom  were 
divided  upon  the  subject,  and  also  when 
it  was  known  how  favourably  every  pro^ 
position  for  a  repeal  of  taxes  was  sure  to 
be  received,  be  would  put  it  to  the  House 
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whether  the  petitions  ought  to  be  fairly 
considered  as  speaking  tlie  unbiassed  and 
collected  sense  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.  It  should  likewise  be  remember- 
ed, the  course  pursued  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  that  sort 
of  influence  (just  and  proper  influence 
he  admitted )  which  persons  of  great  pro- 
perty and  high  station  could  always  exer- 
cise; together  with  the  latitude  which 
they  gave  themselves  in  uniformly  repre- 
senting that  the  country  could  do  altoge- 
ther without  the  tax.  Above  all,  it  should 
never  be  forgotten,  that  the  roost  unquali- 
fied clamour  was  excited,  as  he  should  al- 
ways be  prepared  to  call  it,  in  the  endea- 
vour which  was  made  to  establish  a  deli- 
berate breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  par- 
liament towards  the  people  of  England.—- 
When  he  recollected  all  those  combined 
circumstances,  instead  of  being  astonished 
that  there  were  mo  many  petitions,  he 
freely  owned  that  his  greatest  astonish- 
ment was  to  find  so  few ;  and  he  was  sa- 
tisfied, from  that  very  circumstance,  that 
there  was  a  feeling  prevailed  throughout 
the  country,  which  would  not  suffer  its 
confidence  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  go* 
vcmment — [  Hear,  hear !  ]  • 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  pufaSic 
faith  said  to  be  pledged,  that  part  of 
the  subject  had  been  so  ably  argued  by 
his  right  hon.  friend,  that  he  should  not 
think  it  neoessarv  to  dwell  much  upon  it. 
He  certainly  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
there  was  fiot  a  strong  expectation 
throughout  the  country,  that  the  property 
tax  would  be  remitted  upon  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war ;  and  it  the  government 
could  have  remitted  it,  consistently  with 
what  they  conceived  to  be  the  public  in- 
terest, they  would  have  been  bound  to  do 
so.  But  he  would  maintain,  that  it  was 
never  in  the  contemplation  of  any  parlia- 
ment, when  they  sanctioned  the  imposi- 
tion of  that  tax,  to  say,  that  its  continu- 
ance in  a  time  of  peace  should  not,  under 
any  possible  circumstance,  be  proposed. 
To  areue  the  question,  therefore,  as  a  po- 
sitive breach  of  &ith  on  the  part  of  the 
legislature,  was  an  attempt  at  delusion 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  country. 
His  right  hon.  friend,  now  no  more  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  actually  mortgaged  the  pro- 
perty tax,  during  a  time  of  peace,  for  nine 
years ;  and  if  lord  Sidmoutn  did  not  con- 
tinue that  mortgage,  it  was  because  the 
small  loans  which  were  required  in  the 
beginning  of  the  war  rendered  it  unneces- 
aary.    He  was  prepared,  however^  to  af- 


firm again,  that  it  was  the  deliberate 
finance  plan  of  lord  Henry  Petty  to  mort- 
gage the  tax  in  time  of  p«aoe.  He  was  not 
now  arguing  as  to  intentions ;  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  plan  of  lord  Henry 
Petty  did  not,  in  its  necessary  and  una- 
voidable progress,  effect  that  end.  It  waa 
not  to  be  supposed  that  any  man  of  com- 
mon sense  would  create  a  specific  plan, 
and  would  publish  finance  tables,  for  the 
purpose  or  showing  in  what  particular 
year  that  precise  effect  would  take  place, 
which  he  admitted  was  a  breach  of  faith 
between  the  parliament  and  the  country. 
Then  as  to  the  intention  of  releasing  tne 
tax,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  his  right  hon. 
firiend  had  stated,  that  with  all  the  roeana 
upon  which  that  administration  calculated 
for  such  release,  still  a  portion  of  the  tax 
would  inevitably  remain  pledged.  Why, 
in  fact,  did  lord  Henry  Petty  put  the 
property  tax  into  his  tables,  if  it  was  not 
m  contemplation  to  mortgage  it?  And 
what  were  the  assignable  means  for  re- 
leasing that  mortgage  i  The  excesses  upon 
the  sinking  fund.  What  was  the  alterna^ 
tive,  if  there  should  be  no  excesses  ade* 
quate  to  that  purpose  i  To  have  only  sii^ 
millions  of  clear  revenue  with  which  te 
commence  a  peace  establishment.  Be- 
sides, what  security  was  there  that  hie 
successors  in  office  would  be  disposed  to 
apply  all  those  excesses  to  the  release  of 
the  property  tax  ?  He  would  still  main* 
tain,  however,  that  it  was  a  delusion  to 
argue  that  they  who  thus  put  the  property 
tax  into  the  finance  table9,  were  guilty  of 
any  breach  of  faith.  They  did  not  indeed 
require  any  defence  in  his  opinion,  for  he 
had  never  imputed  any  charge  to  them« 
he  had  never  imputed  to  them  the  inten- 
tion of  keeping  the  war  taxes  mortgaged 
if  they  could  avoid  it.  fiut  he  did  think, 
that  by  giving  such  assurances  as  tber 
held  out  CO  the  country,  they  ran  the  risk 
of  disappointing  the  expectations  they 
excited.  The  hon.  member  who  spoke 
last  had  taken  some  pains  to  create  an 
impression  in  the  House,  as  if  bis  right 
hon.  friend  had  held  a  vague  and  indistinct 
language  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  the 
tax  was  now  wanted ;  and  that  if  he  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  its  renewal,  it  would 
be  made  a  permanent  peace  tax,  instead 
of  being  applied  to  certain  expenses  of  the 
war  yet  unliquidated.  But  he  would  put 
it  to  the  candour  and  tlie  recollection  of 
the  House,  whether  his  right  hon..  friend 
did  not  explicitly  state  that  government 
looked  to  the  property  tax  for  the  cxtin^- 
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dM  dr  ffeoudiiiD;  war  expeoMS, 
Irnhjl  •cconnplishml  the  tax  was  to  eeaae. 
jm  would  now  adrert  to  the  degree  of 
tebaf  which  the  coontry  ought  to  expect 
horn  mbitten,  and  which  parliameot 
rnwht  to  permit  miniitei^  to*g^nt*  Id 
orEbt  to  place  the  i ubject  distinctly  be- 
ffam  dM  jEloose,  he  would  ihortly  state,  in 
rboud  numbers,  what  was  the  financial 
couditton  of  the  conntrjt  reverting  first  to 
die  expenditure  and  charge.  The  ex* 
pease  rar  the  present  year  was  calculated 
at  about  thnrty  milUons  sterling.  The 
eoaittry,  howevert  had  good  grounds  to 
hope  that  next  year  that  expense  would 
be  diminished  one  diird,  reducing  the 
whole  expenditure  to  twenty  millions.  He 
stated  the  sums  in  round  numberst  because 
chcy  would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  ar- 
gument^and  he  was  sure  thei  House  would 
jiot  tt^ect  him,  at  that  moment,  to  go 
into  minute  and  elaborate  caleolations. 
And  while  upon  that  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject it  would  be  well  to  obsenre,  that  all 
the  diSnenoe  between  ministers  and  gen- 
tlemen OB  the  other  ude  of  the  House, 
with  vaspect  to  economy  and  retrench- 
Bsenty  did  nhl  involve  a  sreater  sum  than 
two  millions.  If  every  plaa  of  reduction 
and  saving  which  they  had  suggested  were 
carried  to  its  full  extent,  it  would  not 
.produce  a  saving  to  a  ereater  amount  than 
wIm  he  had  stated.  Whether,  therefore, 
the  argument  went  upon  a  peace  expendi- 
ture of  twenty  or  of  eighteen  millions,  in 
reference  to  future  years,  it  did  not  make 
any  essential  alteration,  in  the  ereat  prin- 
ciple which  ought  to  guide  their  financial 
operations.  Now,  what  was  the  clear  re- 
venue of  the  country?  The  amount  of 
taxes,  and  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated 
fund,  did  not  yi  round  numbers  exceed 
six  mUlions.  He  meant  nett  revenue.  In- 
stead, therefore,  of  having  the  waf  taxes 
mortgaged  and  bound  up  for  a  number  of 
yem,  they  came  to  the  consideration  of 
their  financial  condition,  afler  a  protracted 
and  expensive  war,  with  a  clear,  unincum- 
bered revenue  of  six  millions  a  year ;  to 
which  were  to  be  added  the  war  taxes, 
and  the  property  tax,  making  altogether 
twenty-eight  miilions.  He  was  then  to  be 
understood  as  speaking  of  the  property  tax 
at  ten  per  cent.  The  House  would  next 
consider  what  were  the  charges  which  the 
revenue  had  to  meet,  and  what  were  the 
means  which  it  had  of  meeting  them. 
There  was  a  revenue  of  twenty-eight  mil- 
lions applicable  to  an  expenditure  of 
thirty  millions,   fq^   the   present   year; 


and  for  future  years,  an  expenditure  of 
twenty  nulltons.  Looking  to  the  latter 
amount,  what  was  the  extent  of  relief 
proposed  to  be  granted  to  the  country  i 
Eight  millions  were  taken  off  at  once  { 
seven  millions  by  the  reduction  of  the  pro- 
perty tax  to  one  half,  and  one  million  by 
the  reduction  of  various  agricultural  taxes. 
That  was  the  amount  of  what  would  be 
remitted  in  the  very  fir^t  year,  being 
very  nearly  one-third  of  the  whole  reve- 
nue of  the  state ;  and  it  was  to  be  re- 
membered, that  it  was  only  by  loans  firon 
the  bank,  and  by  the  surplus  of  the 
grants  of  last  year,  that  they  were  ena- 
bled to  affi>rd  that  relief.  As  to  any  fur- 
ther extent  of  relief,  he  would  put  it  to 
the  House  and  the  country,  whether  more 
could  fairly  be  expected.  If  the  property 
tax  were  given  up,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  the  country  must  borrow  twelve  mil- 
lions in  lieu  of  It,  not  six  millions,  as  they 
could  not  put  out  of  the  calculation  the 
loan  from  the  bank.  For  his  own  part  he 
mustdmdare,  that  if  the  country  couid 
so  fiir  forget  its  own  best  interests  as  to 
place  a  peace  establishment  of  eigh- 
teen millions  upon  a  revenue  of  only 
nine  millions,  aU  those  great- principles 
of  finance  would  be  at  once  abanilooed, 
which  had  hitherto  been  considered  as 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  state. 
They  would  remain  stationary  in  their 
debts,  without  any  gradual  reduction  oi^ 
them,  and  thiey  would  precipitate  them- 
selves into  all  the  dangers  chat  inevitably 
result  from  an  imperfect  system  of  finance. 
As  to  a  relief  from  the  sinking  fund, 
about  which  so  much  had  been  said,  gen- 
tlemen talked  of  that  fund  as  if  it  had 
arrived  at  a  magnitude  which  would  jus- 
tify them  in  disuiissing  all  further  fears 
concerning  it,  and  that  they  might  put 
their  hands  upon  the  sacred  deposit  with- 
out scruple.  He  hoped,  however,  they 
would  allow  him  to  suggest  to  their  con- 
sideration what  was  the  actual  amount  of 
that  fund  at  the  present  moment,  ex- 
clusively of  the  portion  which  belonged  to 
Ireland.  The  amount  of  the  fund  did  not 
exceed  11,200,000/.,  and  if  any  applica- 
tion of  it  were  meant  to  the  current  exi- 
gencies of  the  government,  the  country 
would  be  in  the  situation  of  having  a  debt 
of  about  700  millions,  towards  the  reduc- 
tion of  which  no  progress  would  be  made 
in  a  time  of  peace.  He  therefore  did 
most  solemnly  entreat  and  ccmjure  the 
House,  that  before  they  resolved  to  ain 
relief  to  the  country,  they  would  recoQect 
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the  great  principles  of  finance  upon  which 
the  greatness  and  prosperity  oftnc  empire 
rested  ;  and  that  they  would  not  press  the 
adoption  of  a  system  which,  however  spe- 
cious and  delusive  at  the  moment,  was 
one  for  which  the  country  itself,  he  was 
sure,,  would  not  thank  them  hereafter. 
It  was  upon  that  ground  he  felt  him.self 
called  upon,  by  every  sense  of  duty  which 
he  owed  to  himself,  to  parliament,  and  to 
the  nation,  to  press  the  present  measure, 
not  merely  as  expedient,  hut  as  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  safety  and  well-bwng  of 
tlie  state.  Unless  a  stimulus  was  given  to 
the  public  funds,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
keep  every  branch  of  industry  throughout 
the  country  from  stagnating.  Me  wisliod 
the  House  to  recollect,  that  if  they  did 
not  give  the  government  that  aid,  they 
must  contract  debts  to  the  amount  of 
twelve  millions  for  the  present  year.  V/ith 
respect  to  future  years,  the  amount  mij;ht 
varv.  Next  year  they  would  be  com- 
pelled to  make  a  loan  of  from  six  to  eight 
millions,  and  if  they  made  loans  in  time 
of  peace  so  near  the  amount  of  the  sinking 
fund,  they  would  be  abandoning  all  tho>e 
great  principles  of  finance  which  had 
hitherto  sustained  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try. He  would  put  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  country,  to  the  truly  British  spirit 
which  animated  the  people,  whether  they 
would  now  shrink  from  the  exertion  which 
was  necessary  for  their  own  preservation  ; 
whether  they  would,  in  fact,  be  so  infa- 
tuated as  to  turn  their  backs  upon  them- 
selves?— [Hear,  hear!].  He  trusted 
their  ultimate  decision  would  be  favtmr- 
able  to  those  great  principles  of  financial 
calculation  to  which  he  had  already 
alluded ;  and  though  an  impression  might 
prevail,  at  the  moment,  unfavourable  to 
tlic  government,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
nation  would  finally  do  justice  to  a  line  of 
policy  dictated  by  a  sacred  sense  of  duty, 
and  that  they  would  co-operate  in  the 
promotion  of  a  measure  necessary  to 
secure  the  stability,  the  safety,  and  the 
lasting  prosperity  of  the  whole  empire. 

Mr.  Brttiigham  rose,  amid  loud  cries  of 
chair,  chair,  and  question,  quc^tion,  to 
reply  to  the  personal  insinuations  of  the 
noble  lord,  with  respect  to  a  transaction 
in  which  he  was  concerned.  The  fact 
was,  he  went  to  the  Westminster  meeting 
merely  as  a  spectator,  and  in  no  other 
capacit}',  for  he  had  no  right  to  address 
that  meeting,  having  no  vote  for  West- 
minster, nor  being  a  housekeeper  in  that 
city.      Ho  lefl  the  meeting  before  one 
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single  observation  was  made,  cither  upon 
himself,  or  any  of  his  noble  and  honour- 
able friends,  and  not  in  consequence  of 
such  observation?),  as  seemed  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  noble  lord.  The  assertion 
was  therefore  on  a  par  with  that  of  the 
noble  lord,  that  only  19  out  of  the  90 
counties  (thus  doubling  the  number  of 
the  Counties  in  England)  had  petitioned. 
With  respect  to  the  af)peal  attempted  by 
the  noble  lord  to  divert  the  attention  of 
the  independent  part  of  the  House,  those 
who  were  unconnected  with  any  party,  it 
would  fail  as  it  deserved.  l*'or  neither  he, 
nor  those  independent  men  cared  what 
pledges  Mr.  Pitt,  lord  Grenville,  or  lord 
Henry  Petty,  might  have  given  and  for- 
feited; they  looked  at  the  pledge  re- 
corded in  the  journals  of  the  House* 
Instead  of  having  recourse  to  the.constant 
recrimination  of  parlies,  he  should  apply 
to  those  records,  and  terminate  \\U  appeal 
by  reading  the  pledge  whicli  they  con- 
tained, in  the  2l7th  section  of  that  act. 
He  then  read  from  the  journals  of  the 
House  the  following  clause  in  the  Property 
Tax  Act:  **  Be  it  emrtod,  th.il  this  Act 
shall  commonc;  and  t.ke  jti'oct  from  the 
5th  of  April,  ISO*),  and  tluK  the  said  Act 
and  the  dutios  there  ff  shall  coniiniio  in 
force  durfiig  the  present  war,  and  until 
the  6th  of  April  next  after  the  defmitive 
signature  of  a  treat}'  ef  pe:ice,  und  no 
longer.**  [Shouts  n't  Hear,  hear,  hear! 
and  repeated  crits  of  Quislion,  ques- 
tion !]. 

Mr.  IVilhcr force  conceived  it  fair  to 
conclude,  that  ministers  were  actuated  by 
what  they  considered  a  strong  sense  of 
duty,  in  persevering  in  a  measure  so  un- 
popular. Yet,  after  the  concession  of  his 
noble  friend,  that  a  gre.nt  feeling  of  ex- 
pectation had  been  entertained  by  the 
country  that  the  tax  would  expire  with 
the  war,  he  thought  its  renewal  would  be 
harsh  under  ony  circumstances.  But, 
under  what  circumstances  was  it  pro- 
posed, when  it  was  rather  expected  that 
a  bonus  would  be  given  to  the  people? 
His  noble  friend  had  given  a  tremendous 
view  of  the  subject-  If  he  understood 
him  rightly,  he  had  shown  that  at  the  end 
of  two  years  the  necessity  for  tfte  con- 
tinuance of  the  tax  would  be  as  ^^trong  as 
it  was  now  said  to  be.  He  had  therefore 
proved  too  much.  He  had  proved  that 
the  country  would  never  obtain  the  relief 
which  it  ought  to  receive,  and  th&t  the 
only  means  of  gaining  it,  wns  the  curtail- 
ment of  her  expenditure.       [Repeated 
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tfaouts  of  Hear,  hear,  hear,  for  several 
minutes.]  Tlie  qgealion  was,  which  should 
be  relieved,  the  money  mnrket,  or  ilie 
people?  When  the  people  of  England 
■hould  know  the  amount  thus  imposed  on 
thein,  they  would  think  that  the  House 
had  been  cariied  away  by  speculations  on 
gcoeral  principles,  and  had  not  felt  for  but 
contemned  those  dislrcBM-s,  which  were 
very  great  indeed,  and  were  increased,  as 
his  noble  friend  himself  had  said,  by  the 
confident  expectation  of  relief— an  ex- 
pectation which  would  have  been  sacri- 
ficed to  the  wi^h  of  assisting  the  money 
market.  [Here  the  shouts  of  Hear! 
hear !  were  to  frcouent,  and  the  anxiety 
of  the  House  to  divide,  so  tumultuous, 
Uiat  little  more  became  audiUe  in  the 
gallery,  bui  by  the  thundering  peal  which 
attended  the  close  of  the  hon.  member's 
speech,  it  was  understood  that  he  had 
once  more  expressed  his  dulcrmination  to 
volo  against  the  tax.] 

The  House  thee  divided : 

I'or  the  continuance  of  the  Pro- 
perty Tax 201 

Against  it 238 

Majority  against  the  coo- 
tmuBiice  of  the  Property 
Tax   —37 

As  soon  as  the  aumburij  were  announced 
in  the  House,  a  loud  cheering  took  place, 
which  continued  for  several  minutes.  Si- 
milar exultation  was  manifested  by  the 
crowd  of  siraneers  in  the  lobby  and  the 
IS  of  (he  Houbc. 
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Bmwiic,  Aul. 
Hurdclt,  sir  F. 
Burrcll,  hon,  P.  D. 
Burrell.  sir  f  1. 
Butnll,  Walter 
Black  burne,  John 
Blackburnc,  i,  I. 
Uutlerworlb,  Jos. 
Byng,  George 
Caulfield,  lion.  II. 
CakraTt,  John 
Calley,  Thos. 
talvtrt,  Ciliirles 
Campbell,  lord  J. 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Cainjibcll,  general 
Caven(lish,lord  G. 
Cavendish,  hon.  II. 
Cavendish,  hoa.  C. 
Clialoncr,  BobL 
Chetwode,  air  J. 
Cochrane,  lord 
Cocks,  hun.  J.  S. 
Cocks,  Jiuiics 
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Liit  of  lU 
Aliercromlliu,  lion.  J. 
A I  thorp,  viscoimt 
Atison,  hon.  sir  G. 
Astell,  Wm. 
Atlierley,  A. 
Ashufst,  W.  H. 
AtkJns,  John 
Allan,  Alexander 
Babinelon,  Thos. 
Baillie,  J.  E. 
Ifatrclay,  Charles 
Baring,  sir  T. 
Baring,  Alex. 
BssUrd,  E.  P. 
BeacK  M.  H. 
Beach,  W.  H. 
Beunet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Bnhcr,  John 
Birch,  Joseph 
Uulland,  John 
Boughey,  sir  J.  F. 
Brand,  lion.  T. 
Brooke,  Cturles 
BnAigham,  U. 


Coote.  sit  F.yre 
Coke,  Thoimis 
Coke,  F. 
Cotes,  John 
Cricketl,  R.  A. 
Curtis,  sir  W. 
Cottereil,  sir  John 
Dickinson,  Wm. 
Doveton,  Gabriel 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  S. 
Douglas,  W.  It.  K. 
Dowdeswcll,  J.  £- 
Drummoud,  G.  H. 
Dugdale,  D.  S, 
DuncaimoD,  vise. 
Dnu  combe,  C. 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Dundas,  Charles 
Dun  lope,  Janies 
Ebiington,  viscount 
Egerlon,sirJ.  G. 
Efliot,  rl.  hon.  W. 
Ellison,  Cuthbert 
Evelyn,  Lyndon 
FaMkeftey,J.  N. 
Fellowes,  hon.  N. 
Kergusson,  sir  R.  C 
Fane,  John 
Finlay,  Kirkman 
Fitigerald,  lord  W. 
Fitxioy,  lord  J. 
Foley,  hon.  A. 

FolkM,  sit  M.  B. 
Forbes,  Charles 
Frank,  Frank 
Franco,  Ralph 
Folkestone,  lord 
Fynes,  Henry 
Gascoyne,  Isaac 
Gaskcll,  Bciij. 
Gordon,  Robt. 
Graham,  sir  J. 
'Grcnfcll,  Pascoc 
Grenville,  rt.  hon.T. 
Guise,  sir  Wra. 
Ilarconrt,  John 
Ilarvcy,  Charles 
Hall,  Bent. 
Ilainnicrsloy,  Hugh 
Ilanburv,  W. 
lIcatl)colc,  sir  G. 
Heron,  sir  Rubert 
llonihy,  E. 
HQldsworlh,A.U. 
Home,  Wni. 
Howard,  hon.  W. 
Howorth,  U. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
llursljitoht. 
Jervoise,  J.  J. 
Jones,  John 
Keck,  G.  A.  L. 
Kerrison,  sir  E. 
King,sir  j.  D. 
Knox,  Tlios. 
Lambton,  John 
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Ltl'ev 
Lemon,  sir  Wm. 
Lester,  B.  L 
Lewis,  Frankland 
Lloyd,  sir  E. 
Lloyd,  J.  M.       • 
Lowndes,  Wni. 
Lopez,  sir  M. 
Lubbock,  sir  John 
LyttelloR,  hon.  W, 
Lystei,  Richard 
Macdonald,  James 
Macdonald,  R.  G. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J, 
Manning,  Wm. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
Maitland,  hon.  A. 
Manners,  lord  C> 
Marryat,  Joseph 
Martm,  Henry 
Martin,  John 
Methuen,  Paul 
Mills,  Charles 
Iklilton,  viscouut 
Monck,  sir  C, 
Montgomery, 
Moore,  Peter 
Mordaunl,  sir  C. 
Morgan,  sir  C. 
Morgan,  Charles 
Miitlaud,  S.  B. 
Morpeth,  viscount 
Morril.J.  B. 
Moiijn,  sir  Thos. 
Molyneux,  11.  II. 
Newman,  R.  \V . 
Neville, hon.  It. 
Newport,  sir  Join 


Uorlhey,  Wilfiam 
Nugen^  l/)rd 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Gssuiston,  lord 
UVi-en,  sir  John 
Palmer,  colonel 
Fatten,  B.  P. 
Vcel,  sir  K. 
I'eirse,  Henry 
Pelham,  hou.  C.  A. 
Pelham,  hon.  G.  A. 
Pcllew,  hon.  P.  B. 
Philips,  Geo^ 
Perhell,  sirT. 
Piggoll,  sir  A. 
Plmikelt,rt.bon,W,C. 
polliitgton,  vise. 
Ponsoiiby,  rl.  lion,  G. 
Ponsoiibv,  hon.  F.  C 
Powlelt,'hon.  W.  V. 
Preston,  Richard 
Price,  Hicliard 
Prillie,  hon,  F.  A. 
I'ym,  Francis 
Itanisdcn,  J.  C. 
lUuchflb,  lord  , 
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lUbhlcigh,  William 
ilirliardson,  Wm. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Rowley,  sir  W. 
Russell,  lord  Wm. 
Russell,  lord  J. 
Russell,  R.  G. 
Russell,  M. 
St.  Paul,  sir  H. 
St  Paul,  H.  n. 
Sebright,  sir  J . 
Scudamore,  R.  P. 
Siiaru,  R. 
Shelley,  sir  T. 
Simeon,  sir  John 
Smith,  John 
Smith,  George 
Smith,  Sam. 
Smith,  Abel 
Smith,  Christ. 
•Smith,  T.  Ashton 
Smith,  William 
Smyth,  J.  H, 
Shaw,  sir  J. 
Staniforth,  John 
Stanley,  lord 
Spiers,  Arch. 
Simeon,  George 
Taylor,  Ch. 
Taylor,' M.  A. 
Tierney,  rt.  hon.  G.  • 
'1  ownshend,  lord  C. 
Townshend,  lord  J. 
Thompson,  Thos. 
'I'homton,  Wm. 
Tyrwhit,  T.  D. 
'J'yrwhit,  W.  D. 

List  of  the 

Abercrombie,  R. 
Acland,  sir  T. 
Addineton,  right  hon. 

Alexander,  J. 
Apsley,  lord 
Arbuthnot,  rt.  hon.  C. 
Anstnither,  sir  J. 
Beaumont,  col. 
Bagwell,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Bankes,  H. 
Barne,  M. 

Bathurst,  rt.  hon.  C< 
Beresford.  lord  G. 
Binning,  lord 
Blachford,  B.  P. 
Blake,  V. 
Bloomfield,  sir  B. 
Bourne,  W.  S. 
Bridport,  lord 
Broadhead,  T.  H. 
Brooke,  C. 
Brydgcs,  sir  E. 
BuJler,  J. 
Buller,  sirE. 
Bruen,  H. 
Cockcrcll,  sir  C, 
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Vysc,  R.  W.  II. 
Waldeerave,  hon.  W. 
WalpoTe,  hon.  gen. 
Warre,  John  A. 
Webster,  sir  G. 
Wedderburn,  sir  D. 
Wellesley,  W.  P.  T.  I.. 
Western,  Ch.  C. 
Wharton,  John 
Whitmore,Thos. 
Wilkins,  Walter 
Williams,  Owen 
Williams,  sir  R. 
Williams,  R. 
Wilberforcc,  Wm. 
Wright,  J.  A. 
Wynn,  sir  W.  W. 
Wynn,  Charles  W. 
Wyatt,  C. 

Teller. 
Fremantle,  Wm. 
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PAIRED   OFF. 

llalsey,  Joseph 
Miller,  sir  Thomas 
Winnington,  sir  T. 
Bradshaw,  R.  H. 
Horner,  Francis 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Tavistock,  Marquis 
Davenport,  Davies 
Markham,  admiral 
Shaw,  B. 

Hamilton,  sir  H.  D. 
Geary,  sir  W. 
Grosvenor,  general 
Onslow,  Mr.  Serjeant 

Minority. 

Calvert,  J. 
Calvert,  N. 
Canning,  G. 
Cartwright,  W.  R. 
Castlereagh,  visct. 
Chute,  W. 
Chaplin,  C. 
Clements,  J.  H, 
Clerke,  sir  G. 
Clive,  visct. 
Clive,  H. 
Colquhoun,  A. 
Courtenay,  W. 
Courtenay,  T.  P. 
Cranbourne,  lord 
Croker,  J.  W. 
Curzon,  hon.  R. 
Cawthomc,  J.  F, 
Dashwood,  G. 
Davies,  H. 
Davies,  H.jun. 
Dawkins,  H. 
Dawson,  G. 
Delgamo,  J. 
Douglas,  W. 
Drummond,  J, 
Diificrin,  lord 


Dui^enan,  P. 
Dundas,  rt  hon.  W. 
Duncombe,  C. 
DeRoos,H.  W.  J. 
Denys,  sir  G. 
Egerton,  W. 
Ellison,  R. 
Klmlcy,  visct. 
Estcourt,  T.  G. 
Fane,  sir  II. 
Farquhar,  J. 
Farmer,  S. 
Faulkner,  sir  F. 
Ferguson,  J. 
Feathcrstonc,  sir  T. 
Finch,  hon.  E. 
Fitzgerald,  rt.  hon.  V. 
Foster,  J.  L. 
Folkes,  E. 
Frazer,  C.  M. 
Giddy,  D. 
Glcrawly,  lord 
Garrow,  sir  W. 
Gipps,  (r. 
Goulding,  E. 
Gooch,  T.  S. 
Goulburn,  H. 
Gower,  earl 
Grant,  q. 
Grant,  C.jun. 
Grant,  A. 
Graves,  lord 
Gell,  P. 
Hart,  general 
Hill,  sir  G. 
Holford,  G.  P. 
Holmes,  sir  L. 
Holmes,  W. 
Honeyman,  R. 
Hope,  hon.  A, 
Hope,  sir  G. 
Houblon^  J.  A. 
Hume,  sir  A. 
Huskisson,  W. 
Howard,  Greville 
Jackson,  sir  J. 
Jenkinson,  hon.  C. 
Jolliffc,  H. 
Irving,  J. 
Jocelyn.  visct. 
Kirkwall,  visct. 
Lacon,  E.  K. 
Lamb,  T.  P. 
Leigh,  J.  H. 
Leigh,  C. 
Lyttleton,  E.  J. 
Lockhart,  J. 
Lockhart,  W.  E. 
Loftus,  W. 
Long,  rt.  hon.  C. 
Lovaine,  lord 
Lowther,  lord 
Lowther,  J. 
Lowther,  hon.  H. 
Lushington,  S.  R.' 
Maciiaughten,  E.  N. 
I  Maginnis,  R. 


Marjoribanks,  sir  J. 
March,  earl 
May,  sir  8. 
Meade,  hon.  J. 
Mcilish,  W. 
IMoore,  lord  H. 
Morris,  R. 
Moorsom,  R. 
Munday,  E.  M. 
Nealc,sirH. 
Napier.  J. 
Newark,  visct. 
NichoU,  sir  J. 
Onslow,  T.  C. 
Osbom,  J. 
Paget,  hon.  E. 
Paget,  hon.  C, 
l*a»ct,  hon.  B. 
Palmer,  J. 
Palmerston,  visct. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  R. 
Percy,  bon.  J. 
Phipps,  hon.  E, 
Pilt,VV.M. 
Pitt,  T. 
Pocock,  W. 
Pole,  rt  hon.  W.  W. 
Prinele,  sirW. 
Protnerbe,  £. 
Pennant,  J.  D. 
Riddell,  sir  J. 
Robinson,  J. 
Robinson,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Round,  J. 
Ryder,  rt  hoa.  R. 
Scott,  sir  W. 
Scott,  S. 

Seymour,  lord  R. 
Shepherd,  sir  S. 
Singleton,  M. 
Somerville,  sir  M. 
Spencer,  sir  B. 
Stewart,  sir  W. 
Stirling,  sir  W. 
Sutton,  rt.  hon.  C.  M. 
Sykes,  sir  M. 
Sullivan,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Sumner,  G.  H. 
Swan,  H. 
Taylor,  J. 
Teed,  J. 
Thornton,  S. 
Thynn,  lord  J. 
Tomline,  E. 
Townshend,  hon.  W. 
Trefusis,  hon.  C.  R. 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
Vansittart,  rt.  hon.  N. 
Vanderheyden,  D. 
Vernon,  G.  G.  V. 
Vernon,  G.  V. 
Wallace,  rt.  hon.  T. 
Walpole,  lord 
Ward,  R. 
Warrender,  sir  G. 
Wcmysf,  gen. 
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Wcathereil,  C. 
Wliilc,  M, 
WigcKin.  B- 
Wilbrahiini,  F..  B, 
Wilder,  F. 
Wit9ou,T. 
Wise,  A. 
Wood,  T. 
Wortlay.  Sluart 
Wrottesl«j,  H. 
Yorke,  rU  lion.  C. 
Yorkc,  lir  J. 

Long,  It.  boa.  C. 


Clivo, . 
Fane,  goiil. 
Lcslip.— 
Boiikcs,  11. 
Ben  li  lick. — 
Worecstcr,  ninrq.  of 
Diabrowc,  E. 
Slralian,  A. 
Compkiu,  curl 
MUiio,R. 
MevUle,a. 


HOTJSE  OF    COMMONS. 
Wednesdajf,  March  20. 

Inbolvent.Debtoks.]  Mr.  Lochkarl 
presented  a  petition  from  certain  i[jI)Bbi- 
tants  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary-le-bone, 
pmying  for  tlic  repeal  of  the  Initolvent 
Debtors'  Act.  He  touk  the  opportunity 
of  repeating  his  opinion  as  to  the  efTccI*  of 
tnis  RCI,  which  lie  considered  most  rnU- 
cbievouR.  The  House,  he  said,  would  be  ' 
lurpriu'd  to  lexrn,  that  it  appeared  from  ; 
an  authentic  return,  that  the  Hmount  of  i 
the  debts  of  the  pertnns  who  had  been  j 
discharged  under  this  act  was  5,5'J" ,S59I',  | 
vhile  the  aggreeatc  amount  of  the  nvail-  j 
able  property  of  these  pcri>on«  was  only 
1,1391.  I 

Mr.  Broughiiia  «aid,  bt  held  in  Iii^  hand 
a  pelitioa,  to  which  he  wished  to  call  tlie  i 
atlcnlion  of  the  House.  It  was  signed  by  | 
5000  persons,  merchants  and  traders  in  | 
the  city  of  Westminster — by  the  raost  re-  i 
spectable  part  of  the  populntion  of  that 
great  and  respectable  city.  This  petition  , 
iuigl)t  be  said,  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
words,  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Westminster.  The  prayer  of 
the  petition  was  for  the  repeal  of  the  in- 
solvent debtors'  act,  an  act  under  which 
the  most  enormous  abuses  seemed  to  have 
been  committed.  There  was  one  circum- 
stance which  he  must  mention  to  <hc 
House,  as  it  was  chiefly  upon  it  that  the 
petitioners  grounded  their  application, 
and  as  it  would  impress  the  House  with 
the  absolute  necessity  of  a  thorough  revi- 
sion of  the  statute.  It  would  scarcely  be 
believed,  that  during  the  three  years  pre- 
vious lo  the  1st  of  February  last,  persons 
had  been  discharged  under  Ibis  act,  tlic 
iThole  amount  of  whose  debts  was  the 
enormous  sura  of  S,597,S59/.  By  the 
operation  of  this  act,  debts  had  been 
washed  away— claims  liaU  been  cut  ilflwu 


— persons  had  got  rid  of  just  demands 
upon  them,  almost  all  of  which  were  what 
are  called  simple  contract  debts,  to  this 
prodigious  amount.  And  what  were  the 
funds  extracted  for  the  payment  of  those 
debts  ;  It  was  usual  to  talii  of  a  shilling  in 
the  pound  as  a  miserable  composition ;  but 
there  was  no  coin  current  in  this-kingdom 
small  enough  to  denominate  the  nUe  «^ 
composition  paid  by  the  persona  dis- 
charged under  the  provisions  uf  this  sta- 
tute. '  He  had  tried  to  calculate  the  rate 
of  it  by  fractions  of  a  farthing,  and  be 
found  that  the  amount  of  the  property  ex- 
tracted from  the  persons  so  discharged 
made  a  composition  at  the  tale  of  about 
the  one-fourth  or  one-fifth  part  of  a 
farthing  in  the  pound.  The  whole 
amount  paid  was  tlie  miserable  sum  of 
1,459^  10s.  W.  This  statement  would 
show  the  necessity  of  instituting  some  in- 
quiry as  to  this  act. 

Mr.  AberQTambie  thought  that  the  state- 
ment of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  was 
highly  deserving  the  attention  of  the 
House ;  but  the  present  was  not  the 
proper  time  lu  discuss  the  measure.  Ha 
would  tbereforeonly  now  say,  that  he  had 
reason  to  believe,  on  liutliority  which  he 
could  not  doubt,  that  the  statement  which 
had  been  made  by  bis  hon.  end  learned 
friend  was  very  much  exaggerated.  It 
would  be  proper,  after  the  committee  had 
received  evidence  on  ihe  subject,  to  con. 
sider  well  how  much  of  this  evd  was 
Offing  to  the  negligence  of  creditors  in 
not  lating  advantage  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  and  to  compare  that  with  the  in- 
conveniencies  which  could  fairly  be  as- 
cribed to  the  act  itself.  He  thought  that 
much  of  the  evil  was  owing  to  the  credi- 
tors Ihemselves. 

Mr.  Brougham  repeated  Iiis  Statement, 
and  maintaiiieil,  against  the  authority  of 
bis  hon.  and"  learned  friend,  that  every 
syllable  of  it  was  correct.  He  could  not 
think  how  creditors  could  be  so  negligent 
of  theh  own  interests  as  to  overlook  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  act  by  which  they 
might  bcnelil.  This  seemed  to  him  quite 
a  riddle.  However,  it  was  matter  for 
inquiry  in  the  connnitico,  to  which,  ivhen 
the  House  heard  the,  petition  read,  it 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be  disposed  to 

Tlie  petition  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  seh'ct  comiuiitee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  effects  whicli  have  been 
produced  by  the  Insolvent  acts  of  th« 
5Srd  and  5'lth  of  liie  King. 


4j7]  Discontinuance  of  the  War  Malt 

DlSCDN'TINUANXE  OF  THE  WaR  MalT 

Tax.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
rose,  tor  the  purpose  of  giving  notice  that 
on  Monday  ne\t,  in  the  committee  ofj 
ways  and  means,  )ie  intended  to  propose 
the  continuance  of  certain  of  the  assessed 
taxes,  but  that  he  did  not  intend  to  pro- 
pose any  continuance  of  the  war  duties 
upon  malt  [Cric-s  of  Hear,  hear  I].  The 
IIouBe  would  be  aware  tliat  after  he  had 
been  deprived  of  one  of  tlie  greatest  re-  j 
sources  on  which  he  had  calculated,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  he  should  dis- 
pei>*je  with  any  of  the  means  that  re* 
luained.  In  consequence  of  the  decision  j 
it  would  be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  j 
the  money  market ;  and  when  this  change  | 
in  the  financial  regulations  of  the  year 
became  necessary  by  his  being  derived 
of  so  great  a  resource  as  the  property  tax", 
it  was  of  little  consequence  that  the  loan 
should  be  increased  by  the  amount  of  the 
calculated  produce  of  the  malt  duty. 
rVom  the  petitions  that  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Hou^e;  from  the  able  and 
luminous  statements  that  hud  been  made 
by  several  hon.  members  ;  and  from  the 
conversations  which  he  had  held  on  this 
subject,  with  persons  the  best  informed  as 
to  the  state  of  the  agricultural  interest,  he 
\*as  convinced  that  this  part  of  the  com- 
munity would  now  feel  that  the  most 
efil'ctual  relief  was  afforded  them  by  the 
relinquishment  of  this  tax.  Hjwas  there- 
fore willing  to  give  the  country  the  relief 
in  this  respect  which  was  so  much  re- 
cpiired,  and  to  rely  on  the  wisdom  of  par- 
Irament  to  supply  the  means  which  would 
be  required  in  consequence  of  these 
arrangements  [Hear,  hear!].  With  re- 
spect to  another  tax,  which  was  not  unim- 
portant to  the  agricultural  interest,  name- 
ly, the  husbandry  horse  duty,  having 
already  given  a  pledge  to  the  country 
tliat  this  sliould  undergo  some  favourable 
modifications,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
abandon  that  pledge  ;  but,  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  he  should  not  feel 
himself  at  liberty  to  propose  the  relin- 
quishment of  any  of  the  remaining  re- 
sources of  the  country  [Hear,  hear  !]. 

3Ir.  Co^e,  of  Norfolk,  hailed  the  mo- 
ment at  which  the  war  duty  on  malt  was 
to  expire,  as  the  most  auspicious  which 
could  occur  for  the  relief  and  encourage- 
raent  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  this 
country.  He  considered  this  concession 
the  more  acceptable,  because,  from  what 
had  fallen  from  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer on  the  first  day  on  which  he  pro- 
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poicd  the  continuance  of  the  tax  on  in- 
come, it  appeared  that  the  oiily  relief  he 
intended  to  give  the  agriculturalist,  was  a 
diminution  of  the  tax  one-half.      Nothing 
could  have  exceeded  the  distress  which 
prevailed  among  this  class,   and  nothing 
could  afford  them  more  substantial  satis- 
faction  than  the  course  now  proposed  to 
be  taken,  in  the  contemplation  of  which 
no  individual  in    the  country  could  feel 
more  cordial  delight  tlian  himuelf.      He 
still  firmly  believed,   however,    that  this 
was    not   so   great   a    relinquishment    as 
might  be  Si!i>po>ed.      Tlie  produce  of  the 
war  malt  duty     he  believgd,  was   about 
2,7(K),0(X)/.     This  sum  would  be  made  up 
by  the  increased  market  for  barley.     The 
lower   classes   would   be  able  to  enjoy  a 
wholesome  beverage,  at  a  mucli  lc*ss  ex- 
pense than  heretofore ;    the  consumption 
of  malt  beer  would  consequently  increase^ 
and  the  old  duty  would  be  proportionately 
more  productive.      There  were  also  ad- 
vantages  of  a  more  satisfactory  nature, 
and  these  would  arise  from  the  renewed 
cultivation   of    tho?e    lands   which   were 
alone  capable  of  growing  barley,  rye,  and 
inferior  oats,  and  could  not  be  used  in  the 
growth  of  wheat,  which  had  been  thrown 
out  of  use  altogether,  by  the  weight  of  the 
present  taxation.     The   consequence  to 
th.e   farmers  in  Norfolk,  where  the  land 
was   pooter   than   in   any   other  part   of 
Great    l^ritain,  would   be  peculiarly  im- 
nort.mt,  as  they  would  be  able  to  bring 
mto    cultivation    liuid   which    heretofore 
would   not   recompense   them    for    their 
labour.     V/hile  on  his  legs,  he  could  not 
help  adverting  to  an  expression  used  by 
the  noble  l.)rd  opposite  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion  of  the  income  tax,  which, 
however  objectionable,  he  could  not  but 
think  was  in  some  measure  to  be  justified. 
He  alluded  to  the  expression,  «  an  igno- 
rant impatience  of  taxation."     The  noble 
lord  had,  on  a  recent  occasion,  been  down 
into  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  from  the 
distresses,  of  w  hich  he  must  have  been  an 
eye-witness,  no  doubt  saw  a  considerable 
degree  of  impatience.     This  impatience^ 
however,  had  been  carried  to  a  length  in 
two  instances  to  which  he  was  about  to 
advert,  of  which  perhaps  the  noble  lord 
might  have  heard — namely,  the  fact  of 
two  of  his  own  tenants,  from  the  impa- 
tience which  they  felt  under  the  burthens 
by  which  they   were  oppressed,  having 
actually  destroyed  themselves.     This  cer- 
tainly was  an  ignorant  impatience^  which 
justified  the  noble  lord's  remark-- as  these 
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men  liail  tliown  an  ignorant  impatience  in 
noi  waiting  to  see  wliat  parliament  would 
do  lo  rdieve  their  dislrcMcs.  Tlio  hon. 
j;ent]oman  condudeJ  by  saying,  tlinl  no 
man  rejoiced  more  than  lie  did  in  the  in- 
tention announced  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer. 

Lord  CaiiUreagh  was  sorry,  at  a  time 
when  a  communication  so  saliafoctory  as 
llul  which  had  been  made  by  his  right 
hon.  friend,  that  any  disposition  elionid 
exist  to  revive  a  siibicct  which  could  be 
ttttended  with  no  good  effect.  He  thought 
that  no  acrimonious  disposition  ought  to 
be  excited  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
was  thercrorc  much  surprised  that  the 
hon,  member  who  hnd  just  sat  down 
should  have  introduced  into  his  speech  a 
misrepresentation  of  an  expression  used 
by  him  oo  a  Tormer  occasion.  This  was 
not  the  first  attempt  that  had  been  made 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  to  repre- 
sent expressions  which  had  been  applied 
only  to  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  opposite, 
OS  being  used  towards  the  nation  at  large. 
He  haa  accused  the  honourable  members 
of  endeavouring  to  clamour  down  certain 
taxes ;  and  it  was  against  this  conduct  on 
their  part,  and  not  to  any  thing  passing 
out  of  doors,  that  he  bad  used  some  such 
expression  as  that  imputed  to  him.  As  to 
the  occurrence  which  the  hun.  gentleman 
had  mentioned  at  the  end  of  his  speech, 
he  could  only  say,  that  he  had  never  be- 
fore heard  of  iL  But,  wiih  reference  in 
the  coustruction  put  upon  his  words,  he 
begged  now  to  state  explicitly,  that  the 
expression  which  had  been  so  often  re- 
peated, had  been  applied  by  him  only  to 
the  gentlemen  opposite,  and  not  to  any 
thing  out  of  doors. 

^fr.  Brand  only  rose  to  express  his 
satisfaction  at  the  communication  made 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  re- 
specting the  cessation  of  the  war  malt  tax. 
He  understood  that  the  act  would  expire 
twclra  months  after  the  conclusion  of  a 
tre.ily  of  peace ;  and  therefore  it  would 
cease  some  time  in  July. 

The  Chancf-Uor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  act  would  expire  on  the  26th  of 
.luly,  and  that  it  would  he  very  expedient 
that  some  arrangement  should  be  made  as 
to  repayments  owing  to  the  time  when  it 
would  cease.  He  took  that  opportunity 
of  asking  the  hon.  member  for  Essex  lo 
postpone  his  motion  for  a  committee  on 
the  distressed  stale  of  agriculiure  which 
stood  for  to-morrow,  as  it  might  be  incon- 
venicnt  fot  many  members  t  attend. 


Mr.  JVatcrn,  so  far  from  having  any 
objection,  had  intended  to  propose  the 
postpoQemcnt  of  his  motion  till  lo-morrow 
sennight.  He  then  moved  that  the  order 
of  the  day  should  be  read  foe  the  purpose 
of  postponing  it. 

General  Fergusson  wished  to  state,  on 
the  part  of  Scotland,  that  the  cessation  of 
the  malt  tax  would  only  aSbrd  a  very  par- 
tial relief  to  the  distress  in  that  part  of  the 
kingdom;  which  was  so  grest  as  to  call 
urgently  for  some  et&ctual  remedy. 

Mr.  Ponsunby  said,  it  was  a  subject  of 
a  particular  lalisfaction,  that  the  course 
taken  by  the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  arisen  out  of  the  exer- 
tions of  the  people  themselves,  and  not 
because  his  majesty's  ministers  were  in- 
clined to  make  any  thing  like  a  liberal 
concession.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
and  his  colleagues  had  been  left  to  them- 
selves, he  knew,  and  the  country  knew, 
that  neither  the  malt  nor  the  income  tax 
would  have  been  abandoned.  The  people 
owed  these  important  circumstances  to 
themselves  ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  an 
eternal  lesson  to  the  people  of  England, 
that  when  thoy  were  true  to  themselves, 
and  declared  their  sentiments  lo  their  re- 
presentatives, and  their  representatives 
attended  to  those  sentiments,  they  waHid 
compel  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  to  jrield 
to  their  wishes.  The  right  hon.  (he  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  could  not  aftbrd 
lo  part  with  six  millions  of  the  property 
tax,  and  yet  now  he  was  about  to  part 
with  two  millions  more,  making  a  total  of 
eight  millions  within  the  year.  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  not  only 
find  it  necessary  to  part  with  both  of  these 
taxes,  but  also  with  all  those  expenses  for 
which  the  property  lax  was  intended  to 


regard  to  the  public 
expenditure,  he  was  satisticd  they  would 
obtain  just  aa  much  success. 

Lord  Cmllereagh  said,  that  if  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  been  in  his  place  when 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  explained  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  had  given 
up  the  war  malt  duty,  he  would  not  have 
spoken  so  coiifidcuily,  or  in  a  tone  so  ele- 
vated. He  would  not  have  triumphed  so 
loudly  in  what  he  was  pleased  to  term  a 
concession  arisirg  out  of  the  exertions  of 
the  people.  His  right  hon.  friend  had 
never  disguised  from  himself  the  pressure 
which  was  experienced  by  all  classes  in 
the  country;  but  the  grounds  on  which 
he  bad  agreed  to  remit  the  war  tax  on 
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roalt  were  these  :-»Having  failed  in  retain- 
ing that  tax  in  a  modified  shape,  which 
be  was  satisfied  was  alone  calculated  to 
support  the  credit  of  the  country,  and  as 
his  majesty's  government  were  bound  to 
find  the  ways  and  means  for  the  year  in 
some  way  or  other,  and  were  consequently 
forced  into  the  money  market,  it  became 
a  matter  of  indifference  whether  they  took 
a  loan  of  six  or  eight  milhons.  This  it 
was  which  induced  them  to  feel,  as  thvir 
system  for  sustaining  the  credit  of  the 
country  had  been  broken  in  upon,  that  it 
was  unnecessary  to  continue  the  war  malt 
duty.  The  principle  being  once  destroy- 
ed, it  was  in  vain  to  endeavour  to  uphold 
it  by  the  continuance  of  a  partial  measure. 
His  own  feeling  as  to  this  tax  was,  that  if 
all  classes  of  the  community  had  been 
ready  to  pay  it,  and  if  parliament  had 
thought  proper  to  enact  it,  the  measure 
would  have  been  wise,  politic,  and  just. 
But  when  the  members  of  the  House 
thought  proper  to  relieve  themselves  (he 
did  not  use  Uie  expression  in  an  invidious 
sense,  but  because  the  tax  was  one  which 
justified  these  words  as  affecting  tlie  upper 
dasses  of  society  most  heavily^ — then 
ministers  found  it  necessary  to  maice  some 
change  in  their  measures  for  the  relief  of 
the  people.  He  protested  before  the 
House  and  the  country,  that  he  thought, 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  that  the  decision  of  parliament, 
as  to  this  tax  had  been  unwise  [Hear, 
hear !].  For  if  parliament  had  granted  it 
under  the  modifications  proposed,  his  firm 
conviction  was,  that  the  distresses  of  the 
country  would  have  been  more  effectually 
relieved,  and  the  finances  of  the  country 
would  have  been  established  on  the  firm- 
est basis.  After  parliament  had  decided 
against  this  tax,  it  would  certainly  have 
been  unwise  to  have  adhered  to  the  malt 
tax,  as  there  was  so  general  an  impression 
that  its  cessation  would  afford  much  relief, 
and  its  relinquishment  could  make  very 
little  difference  under  the  new  financial  ar- 
rangements which  became  necessary. 

Mr.  Gooch  was  desirous  of  joining  in 
the  general  satisfaction  at  the  repeal  of  the 
war  duties  on  malt.  He  begged  to  add, 
tliat  he  had  hitherto  supported  all  the 
measures  of  his  majesty's  government  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  war ;  thev  must, 
however,  depend  no  longer  upon  his  sup- 
port, if  that  was  worth  their  consideration, 
unless  they  proceeded  to  act  upon  a  sys- 
tem of  the  most  rigid  economy  FHear, 
hear !]. 


Mr.  Brougham  said,  the  extraordinary 
observations  of  the  noble  lord  were  almost 
obliterated  froQi  his  mind  by  the  gratitude 
he  folt  towards  the  hon.  member  who 
spoke  last  for  the  pledge  which  he  had 
just  given.  If  that  pledge  should  be  re- 
deemed by  the  hon.  member,  and  the 
other  representatives  of  the  landed  in- 
terest should  imitate  his  example,  there 
would  then  be  a  chance  of  saving  the 
country;  and  be  the  minister  who  he 
might,  that  House  would  possess  the 
means  of  compelling  the  Crown  to  observe 
a  system  of  general  economy.  He  under- 
stood the  hon.  member  to  mean,  that  hit 
support  of  his  majesty's  ministers  would 
in  future  be  in  proportion  to  the  measures 
they  adopted  for  redeeming  the  pledge 
held  out  in  the  speech  from  the  throne  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  the 
consequences  of  neglecting  which,  he  ap- 
prehended, would  be  too  frightful  to  be 
described.  It  now  appeared  that  the  malt 
tax  was  to  be  taken  off  only  because  the 
property  tax  could  not  be  carried,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  a  small  relief  to  the 
amount  of  two  millions  was  necessary,  af- 
ter a  great  relief  to  the  amount  of  six. 
He  bdieved  it  to  be  nothing  more  than  an 
attempt  to  take  credit  for  that  which,  if 
ministers  had  not  done  voluntarily,  the 
will  of  parliament  and  the  sense  of  the 
country  would  have  extorted  from  them. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the  noble 
lord  still  thought  highly  of  the  merits  of 
the  property  tax ;  and  if  so,  why  did  they 
not  again  submit  it  to  the  consiaeration  of 
parliament?  Other  measures  had  been 
carried,  to  which  the  House  had  expressed 
its  aversion  in  the  first  instance ;  but  the 
noble  lord  well  knew,  that  on  this  subject 
the  decision  was  final— that  he  and  his  tax 
had  been  completely  defeated.  To  this 
he  attributed  the  subdued  tone  of  minis- 
ters ;  and  if  the  rejection  of  the  property 
tax  was  a  reason  for  repealing  other  ob- 
noxious duties,  on  the  principle,  that  if 
there  was  a  loan  at  all,  its  amount  was  of 
little  importance,  he  wished  to  know  what 
objection  could  exist  to  the  repeal  in  par- 
ticular of  the  leather  tax.  Upon  their 
own  principle,  they  were  bound  to  take  off 
every  burtnen,  the  pressure  of  which  was 
felt  either  in  agriculture  or  by  the  lower 
classes  of  society. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
be  would  leave  it  to  the  House  to  judge 
whether,  in  the  tone  of  his  noble  friend, 
there  had  been  any  thing  to  justify  the 
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tptll  ns  was  to  be  expected  during  peace. 
He  protested  ngainat  the  new  doctrine, 
tliut  petiiiDns  were  to  be  cont'niued  in 
proportion  as  relief  vaa  grunted. 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  enlirelv  agreed  nitli 
the  noble  lord  in  the  propriety  of  consi- 
dering the  situation  of  the  poor  by  an 
abandanment  of  the  malt  duties,  noar  that 
the  House  had  relieved  itself  and  the  up- 
per cIsEies  by  rejecting  the  property  las 
[  Hear,  bear  n.  He  fully  agreed  with  the 
nobic  lord  {Casilereagh}  that  iliig  was 
the  character  of  the  course  which  the 
HoDSe  had  talccn. 

Sir  Jiika  NempoTt  did  not  wonder  (hot 
gentlemen  who  bad  talten  no  part  in  the 
glorioua  victory  which  had  been  obtained 
by  the  House,  and  who  stood  among  the 
mitiorily  against  the  important  qucsttmi 
whidi  hod  been  decided  on  Monday 
night,  should  now  endeavour  to  take  some 
credit  to  themselves  by  a  participation  in 
the  hardly  wrung  addiiionul  bene5t  which 
had  been  obtained  by  the  public.  The 
hon,  genllenian  who  had  ju>>t  sat  down,  in 
defiance  of  the  facts  wliich  were  before 
the  House,  had  recourse  to  the  hacknied 
and  stale  proposition,  that  the  rich,  and 
not  the  poor,  were  affected  by  the  pro- 
perty tax.  Altlioogh  tliis  fallacious  state- 
ment might  have  excited  a  mob  to  speak 
in  favour  of  the  tax  in  the  cily  of  Bristol, 
the  hon.  gentleman  might  rest  assured 
that  it  would  have  no  weight  with  that 
House  or  with  nny  thinking  man,  without 
it.  The  propoailion  wa.s  prima  Jhcic  not 
true,  for  it  was  clear,  from  every  informa- 
tion that  could  be  collected,  that  the  poor  ' 
were  equally  affected  with  the  rich.  The 
argument  of  the  hon.  gentleman  and  of 
the  noble  lord  on  this  occasion  savoured 
rather  of  that  revolutionary  doctrine  which 
waspromuljialcd  by  ihe  French  convention 
— which  said  wac  to  the  palace  and  peace 
to  the  cottage.  It  was,  in  fact,  an  at- 
tempt to  di'Kide  the  people  and  the  coun- 
try into  an  opinion,  that  the  House  had 
not  been  desirous  of  protecting  their  in- 
teresls.  The  right  hon.  baronet  tlien  pro- 
ceeded toBuggest  ihcoLpediency  of  mcin- 
bcrs  paying  obedience  to  the  wishes  of 
their  constituents,  and  if  such  an  obedi- 
ence could  not  be  observed  with  a  due 
regard  to  their  own  feelings,  to  surrender 
the  trust  into  other  h.indi. 

Mr.  Rose  could  nut  sit  aliil  and  bear  it 
said,  that  the  property  lax  affected  the 
poor  as  much  as  the  rich  ;  this  he  utterly 
denied.  No  gentleman  who  considered 
the  state  of  great  laod-liold^rG  and  stock- 


obaervationjj  of  the  hon.  nod  learned  gen- 
tleman who  Iiad  spnbcn  last  respecting 
the  decision  of  the  House  on  the  property 
tax.  If  the  IIouEchad  approved  of  the  plan 
which  he  had  propofli.d,  he  felt  convinced 
tliat  it  would  have  been  the  best  founde- 
tion  lor  our  financial  system,  imd  would 
have  afforded  a  permanent  relief  to  the 
distresses  under  which  the  country  now 
laboured.  Ho,  however,  considered  the 
decision  of  the  House  so  final  upon  the 
subject  that  be  had  no  intention  again 
ta  appeBl  to  it.  He  hoped,  with  as 
much  sincerity  a*  '1'^  "">st  sanguine,  that 
tbe  repeal  of  the  malt  duties  would  contri- 
bute greatly  to  the  relief  of  agriculture, 
and,  above  all,  to  the  comforls  of  the  lower 
clasiei. 

Sir  Francis  BurJci!  expressed  his  joy  at 
the  relief  which  would  be  afforded  by  the 
discootinuBuce  of  the  malt  lax.  When 
the  House  had  least  expected  it  tlicy  had 

fot  rid  of  two  most  oppressive  laxc?. 
ndced  ministers  seemed  to  be  in  sach  a 
ftir  way,  that  he  feared  that  the  noble  lord, 
efter  having  said  that  ihe  safety  of  the 
counter  so  much  depended  on  the  iocoiite 
tax— tliat  it  was  lo  tiand  or  fall  by  ih; 
tax— (for  his  own  part  he  thought  the 
country  was  likely  lo  stand  merely  because 
the  tax  had. fallen)— that  the  noble  lord 
«ias  going  lo  state,  that  himecir  and  his 
colleagues  were  going  out  of  oBice  [A 
laugh]. 

Mr.  Methsien,  noticing  the  expressvon 
of  the  noble  loni,  that  the  ineomc  tax  was 
one  which  fell  chiefly  upon  the  Iiigber  or- 
ders, said,  he  could  not  sit  still  and  hear 
such  a  fltaleraent  without  contradicting  it. 
He  maintained  it  was  a  tax  which  fell  most 
heavily  upon  the  labouring  and  lower 
cTosiies  of  tl)e  community. 

Lord  LasceUes  could  not  refrain  from 
expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the  intention 
of  discontinuing  the  malt  tdx.  He  could 
not  Eit  down  without  noticing  what  had 
been  said  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site, which  went  so  far  as  to  lay  it  down, 
that  in  proportion  as  goveromcnl  or  the 
House  should  consider  what  relief  could 
be  afforded  to  the  country,  the  people 
were  to  be  called  upon  to  petition  for 
more  relief.  This  was  a  proposition  so  ex- 
traordinary and  so  untenable,  (hat  he  was 
astonished  how  it  could  be  advanced.  It 
must  be  obvious,  thai  at  the  conclusion  of 
a  war  there  were  many  expenses  which 
for  a  time  it  would  be  necessary  to  incur  ; 
and  therefore  that  the  country  could  not 
be  at  ouce  relieved  of  taxes  to  such  sn  ex- 
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holders  would  say,  that  they  wore  not ;  If  he  did  his  duty,  honestly  and  to  the 
more  relieved  by  the  abandonment  ^of  the  •  best  of  his  judgment,  he  would  be  ready 
tax  than  the  poor.  He  admitted,  that  the  ^  to  meet  a  large  or  a  small  body  of  constita- 
middling  class  of  traders  were  much  op-  .  ents,  and  to  justify  his  conduct, 
pressed,  from  the  exposure  of  their  affairs,  i  Sir  John  Newport  said,  his  observation 
which  necessarily  took  place  under  the  :  did  not  apply  to  those  who  differed  from 
provisions  of  the  late  act;  but  he  still  .  the  opinion  of  the  coniti.unity  at  large, 
nmintaincd,  that  it  was  the  rich  who  suf-  I  but  to  those  who  Ik^UI  sentiments  different 
fered  most  from  its  existence.  As  to  the  '  from  the  great  body  of  tlieir  constituents, 
observation  of  the  right  hon.  baronet,  |  Lord  Milton  said,  that,  in  a  great  deal 
with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  implicitly  !  of  what  had  fallen  from  his  hon.  friend 
following  the  opinions  of  their  constitu-  (Mr.  Stuart  Wortley)  he  entirely  con- 
ents,  he  should  be  glad  to  know  how  many  i  curred ;  but  he  did  not  state  the  circum- 
scats  would  have  been  resigned,  on  the  ,  stance  to  which  the  result  of  tlie  debate 
question  of  the  corn  bill,  if  the  principle  :  of  the  other  evening  was  to  be  attributed, 
of  the  right  hon.  baronet  were  pursued. —  ;  If  gentlcmecr  looked  merely  to  their  own 
At  that  time  fifty  petitions  were  presented  >  constituents  and  acted  according  to  their 


in  one  evening,  against  the  proposed  bill, 
which  was,  notwithstanding,  carried  into 
effect.  This  was  not  the  proper  time  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  income  tax  ;  but 


opinions,  then,  indeed,  they  became 
merely  delegates,  l^ut  the  constitutional 
principle  was  this — that  the  House  of 
Commons  at  large  were  to  act  with  tlie 


the  period  would  arrive,  when  the  public  people  at  large.  That  doctrine  he  would 
would  agree  with  him,  that  it  was  the  maintain,  as  well  as  the  doctrine  laid 
best  measure  that  could  be  devisc(L  down  by  his  hon.  friend.      If  the  right 

Mr, Stuart  jror//r;/ strongly  condemned  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  felt  rest- 
any  departure  from  the  old  and  excellent  :  less  on  his  seat,  v/hen  he  heard  the  opi« 
custom  of  raising  the  supplies  for  the  cur-  ;  nion  expressed  by  several  hon.  members, 
rent  year,  within  the  year;  which  could  j  he  (lord  Milton)  felt  no  less  uneasy  on 
better  be  effected  by  direct  taxation,  than  '  hi^,  when  he  heard  the  n:«ertions  of  the 
by  loan.  With  respect  to  the  observation  right  hon.  gentleman.  There  was  no 
of  the  right  hon.  baronet,  that  those  who  alliance  which  courtiers  and  the  de* 
differed  from  the  opinions  of  their  consti-  pendents  of  the  Crown  were  more  ready 
tuents  ought  to  vacate  their  seats,  he  never  to  make,  than  an  alliance  with  the  mob. 
could  agree  to  such  a  principle — the  ad-  They  knew  that  resistance  to  the  Crown 
mission  of  which  must  immediately  destroy  was  to  be  looked  for  from  the  landed  in- 
the  independence  of  the  House.  What ;  terest  of  the  country,  and  the  only  allies 
were  they  only  to  be  independent  of  the  ;  whom  they  could  call  in,  to  maintain  them 
Crown?  Were  they  not  sent  to  that  i  in  their  servility,  were  the  mob  (Hear, 
House  to  use  their  deliberate  judgment, '  hear  !\.  They  knew  this  well ;  and  the 
and  to  vote  according  to  the  dictates  of  j  right  lion,  gentleman's  speech  that  night 
their  conscience  I  When  they  thus  acted,  I  was  only  similar  to  what  had  been  uttered 
as  appeared  to  them,  for  the  benefit  of  the  j  on  former  occasions,  and  was  a  pretty 
country,  the  public,  their  neighbours,  and  i  good  sample  of  the  line  that  had  been 
those  who  were  watching  their  conduct  in  j  pursued  by  persons  of  his  description,  in 
that  House,  must  see  it.  But,  because  the  present  day,  and  in  preceding  times, 
there  was  a  strong  popular  feeling  on  a  He  utterly  denied  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
particular  subject,  were  they,  if  they  voted  i  man's  statement.  He  said,  that  the 
in  opposition  to  that  feeling,  immediately  |  poor  did  not  feel  the  property  tax.  Was 
afterwards  to  give  up  their  seats  ?  If  they  \  a  man  who  received  four  or  five  pounds 
did  so,  they  would  be  changed  into  mere  j  a  year,  as  a  mark  of  approbation  from 
delegates.  They  would  no  longer  be  a  |  his  deceased  master,  was  he  a  rich  man  ? 
body  assembled  together  for  the  good  of '  and  did  he  not  pay  to  the  property 
the  empire  at  large ;  but  they  would  be  tax  ?  [Cries  of  No  ! j  He  afSfnied  that 
obliged  to  obey  the  opinion  of  a  certain  it  was  so  [No,  no,  from  lord  Castle- 
number  of  individuals  in  the  country,  reagh].  The  noble  lord  was  certainly 
Whether  he  came  from  a  place,  in  which  wrong.  If  a  man  had  a  mere  annuity  left 
there  was  a  small  or  a  great  number  ofj  him,  even  in  that  case  he  paid  the  tax; 
constituents  (and  he  was  free  to  confess  j  and  of  this  he  was  quite  sure,  that  if  he 
his  constituents  were  not  very  numerous),  had  stock  in  the  funds,  producing  four  or 
did  not,  iQ  his  opinion,  alter  the  position,    five  pounds  a  year^  he  undoubtedly  cou« 
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the  extraordinary  reason  assigned  by  th# 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  giving  up 
the  war  malt  tax.  The  right  hon.  gentle^ 
man  observed,  that  having  been  deprived 
of  five  or  six  millions,  in  consequence  of 
the  failure  of  the  property  tax,  it  was  of 
little  importance  whether  he  came  for- 
vrard  to  negociatc  a  loan  for  six  or  for 
eight  millions,  in  this  he  showed  as 
much  ignorance  of  the  state  of  the  roonejr 
market,  as  he  had  done  when  he  preferred 
introducing  the  property  tax  to  raising  a 
moderate  loan,  for  fear  he  should  occasion 
a  depression  of  the  funds.  If  he  had  re- 
course to  the  system  of  borrowing  very 
extensively,  instead  of  looking  to  certain 
sources  of  taxation,  he  would  find  himself 
greatly  mistaken  in  the  success  of  his  spe- 
culation. But  this  was  merely  a  pretext 
for  abandoning  the  tax.  It  appeared  to 
him  more  likely  that  it  was  laid  aside  be^ 
cause  ministers  saw  that  the  House  were 
determined  to  make  them  spend  less ;  and 
that  was  the  way  alone  in  which  the 
prayers  of  the  petitioners  throughout  the 
country  could  be  fairly  complied  with* 
The  real  state  of  the  case,  he  believed^ 
was,  that  the  present  government  would 
submit  to  any  thing  sooner  than  allow  tha 
administration  of  affairs  to  be  taken  out  df 
their  hands. 

Mr.  Thompson  said,  the  reason  l>e  voted 
against  the  tax  was,  because  it  Mas  ex- 
tremely oppressive  on  the  lower  orders  of 
society.  His  conviction  on  this  point  did 
not  rest  on  hearsay,  but  was  the  result  of 
an  examination  of  the  papers  laid  on  the 
table.  The  last  paper  was  an  account  of 
the  property  tax  paid  by  persons  in  trades 
and  professions,  in  that  account,  the  first 
class  of  persons  were  those  whose  incomes 


tributed  his  portion.    Was  he  a  rich  man  ? 
Did  the  hon.  member  for  Christ-church 
call  him  wealthy  ?    He  could  not  do  it. 
And  yet,  with  this  fact  before  him,   he 
told  the  House,  that  the  income  tax  fell 
only  on  the  rich.      He  called  on  the  right 
lion,  gentleman,  instead   of  dealing  out 
rumours,  to  deal  in  argument.    He  had 
accused  an  hon.  gentleman  of  not  ad- 
ducing any  argument — but  what  he  (lord 
Milton)  now  stated  was  sufficient  to  prove 
that  the  observation  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Wiltshire  was  founded  in  fact.      The 
poor  man   who  contributed  to  the  tax 
suffered  much  more  than  the  rich  one.    It 
bore  a  grdht  deal  harder  on  such  a  person, 
when  he  was  deprived  of  one-tenth  of  his 
trifli;ig  income,  than  it  did  on  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  with  his  thousands.      His 
proportion  came  out  of  his  luxuries.     He 
might  have  a  horse,  a  carriage,  or  a  ser- 
Yaut  less,  but  he  had  as  good  a  dinner 
every  day  as  usual.     But  did  the  poor 
tnao,  when  he  gave  up  one-tenth  of  his 
income,  continue  to  have  so  good  a  dinner 
as  he  had  been  previously  in  the  habit  of 
sitting  down  to  ?    The  tax,  he  knew,  fell 
in  the  same  proportion  on  the  higher  and 
lower  orders,  but  it  bore  more  heavily  on 
the  latter,  because  their  property  was  too 
small  to  admit  of  such  a  reduction,  with- 
out giving  up  some  comfort  or  necessary 
of  li&.     Away,  then,  with  all  those  asser- 
tions and  rumours,  which,  pursuing  the 
example  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  set, 
at  former  times,  he  now  wished  to  scatter 
amongst  the  people.     Rumours  that  could 
be  set  afloat  for  no  other  purpose,  but  to 
attract  the  attention,  and  solicit  the  sup- 
port of  the  mob. 

Mr.  Rose  believed  the  noble  lord  was 
completely  mistaken  with  respect  to  the  |  were  above  50/.  and  under  100/.;  and  it 
operation  of  the  property  tax.  He  had  a  appeared  that  the  sum  paid  by  them  con- 
recollection,  that,  as  it  existed  in  1806,  all  '  stituted  more  tlian  one-eighth  of  the 
such  persons  as  those  mentioned  by  the  '  amount  of  the  whole  tax.  Could  any 
noble  lord  were  exempted.  Whether  the  !  person  say,  that  this  did  not  fall  upon 
noble  Iord*s  friends,  who  raised  the  amount  those  who  were  ill  able  to  pay  it  ?  It  fell 
of  the  tax,  had  removed  those  exemptions,  on  the  industrious  classes  in  the  country— 
he  would  not  so  confidently  state ;  nor  on  those  who,  from  being  journeymen, 
was  it  necessary,  in  his  view  of  the  ques-    had,  by  their  exertions,  attained  the  situa- 


tion, that  he  should.  The  noble  lord 
talked  of  his  appealing  to  the  mob.  He 
had  as  great  a  contempt  for  such  ^a  pro- 
ceeding as  the  noble  lord.  He  had  stood 
up,  at  difierent  times,  to  support  the  inte- 
rest of  various  classes  of  the  people,  but 
It  was  always  in  an  open  and  straight  for- 
ward way. 

Mr.   Sharp  said,  ho  would   not  have 
ipoken  on  tne  present  occasion,  but  for 


tion  of  small  masters.  The  next  class 
consisted  of  persons  whose  incomes  were 
upwards  of  100/.  and  below  150/.  Now, 
putting  the  two  classes  together,  he  found 
that  they  paid  very  nearly  one  quarter  of 
the  whole  tax  under  schedule  D.  The 
hon.  gentleman  then  repelled  the  insinua- 
tion which  had  been  thrown  out,  that  the 
House  had  removed  the  tax,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  serving  tl^mselves.    For 
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his  part,  he  could  justly  affirm,  and  he  be- 
lieved hundreds  of  members  around  him 
could  do  the  same,  that  in  voting  against 
the  measure,  he  wished  to  give  relief  to 
the  people,  without  considering  what  be- 
nefit might  result  to  himself.  lie  thought 
the  noble  lord  had  acted  improperly  when 
he  expressed  himself  in  such  a  manner, 
and  had  thus  given  an  opportunity  to  de- 
signing men  to  put  a  wrong  construction 
on  the  conduct  of  those  who  opposed  the 
tax ;  by  such  persons  it  would  probably 
be  represented,  that  there  was  a  combi- 
nation of  the  rich,  to  burthen  and  oppress 
the  poor.  He  congratulated  the  House 
on  the  vote  of  Monday  night;  one  benefit 
had  already  resulted  from  it,  the  aban- 
donment of  the  war  malt  tax.  But  it  was 
not  to  be  supposed,  in  consequence  of 
this,  that  ministers  did  not  know  where  to 
stop  in  conceding,  and  that  the  people 
did  not  know  where  to  cease  in  demand- 
ing. There  was,  he  could  assure  the 
House,  more  sense  amongst  the  people, 
than  some  gentlemen  scemcil  to  imagine. 
They  would  be  thankful  for  what  they 
had  received,  and  they  would  show  their 
gratitude  by  their  readiness  in  paying  the 
taxes  which  must  necessarily  be  suffered 
to  remain ,  provided  there  was  manifested, 
what  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  an  evi- 
dent desire  to  promote  economy  in  every 
department  of  the  state.  He  did  not 
think  that  his  majesty's  ministers  were 
sufficiently  apprised  of  the  distress  under 
which  the  country  laboured ;  and  he 
should  like  to  lead  the  noble  lord  and  the 
other  members  of  the  administration,  if! 
they  would  follow  him,  into  the  fens  of 
Cambridgeshire  and  Lincolnshire,  where 
they  would  learn  a  lesson  which  never 
could  be  forgotten.  He  would  then  in- 
troduce them  to  the  small  farmers  in 
Yorkshire,  who  were  impoverished  beyond 
description  ;  and,  if  they  afterwards  chose 
to  take  a  trip  to  Ireland,  he  would  have 
no  objection  to  wish  them  a  pleasant 
journey.  They  would  there  see  as  much 
distress  as  was  to  be  met  with  in  any  part 
of  England. 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  as  the  noble  lord  had 
imputed  unfair  motives  to  those  who  had 
voted  against  the  property  tax  on  Monday 
last,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  refrain 
from  making  a  few  observations— 

Lord  Casilereagh  spoke  to  order.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  attribated  words  to 
him  which  he  had  not  used.  He  did  not 
stale  that  gentlemen  were  actuated  by 
improper  motives.     All  he  otnerved  was. 


that  the  tax  fell  heavier  on  the  higher 
than  the  lower  orders  of  the  people.  So 
far  from  imputing  undue  motives  to  those 
who  opposed  the  tax,  he  had  declared  his 
belief,  that  they  were  not  swayed  by  any 
considerations  but  those  of  the  most 
liberal  nature. 

Mr.  Forbes  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  whether  he  was  not 
warranted  in  what  he  had  said  ?  (Cries  of 
order!). 

The  S2)eakcr,  If  an  hon.  member  has  any 
improper  conduct  imputed  to  him,  and 
denies  it,  the  business  cannot  be  carried 
farther. 

Lord  Casilereagh,  I  hop»  it  will  be  re- 
collected,  that,  besides  denying  the  state- 
ment, I  referred  to  facts  to  prove  that  I 
was  correct. 

Mr.  Forbes  then  proceeded  to  state  his 
opinion,  as  to  the  cause  which  induced 
ministers  to  abandon  the  war  malt  tax. 
This,  he  conceived,  had  been  done,  in 
some  degree,  with  a  view  to  recover  that 
popularity  which  they  had  very  justly 
acquired,  and  which  they  had  since 
very  foolishly  thrown  away,  by  attempting 
to  force  on  the  people  a  measure  in  the 
highest  degree  obnoxious.  As  to  the 
motives  by  which  the  majority,  of  Monday 
night  last  were  swayed,  he  considered 
them  to  be  founded  on  impartiality  and 
justice.  The  public  would  go  over  the 
list  of  the  majority  and  the  minorit}',  name 
by  name,  and  they  would,  at  once,  per- 
ceive the  true  motives  by  which  members 
on  each  side  of  the  question  were  actuated 
in  giving  their  votes.  They  would,  on 
that,  as  on  every  other  occasion,  do  justice 
to  that  honourable  House  for  standing  up, 
as  it  had  done,  to  maintain  the  rights,  and 
support  the  petitions  of  the  people. 

Lord  Compton  could  not  congratulate 
the  House,  as  some  gentlemen  had  done, 
on  the  vote  of  Monday  night.  Had  the 
property  tax  been  carried,  as  ho  hoped  it 
would  have  been,  he  would  then  have  ex- 
pected to  see  other  taxes  reduced.  But 
now  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  asto- 
nishment at  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
mmisters,  in  proposing  to  abandon  the  war 
malt  tax.  He  was  surprised,  after  minis- 
ters had  stated  the  absolute  necessity  of 
the  property  tax,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing up  public  credit,  and  of  raising  a  large 
portion  of  the  supply  within  the  year,  that 
they  should  now  come  down,  and  state 
their  intention  of  removing  another  very 
important  tax.  He  never  felt  more  disap- 
pouitment  in  his  life  than  on  the  present 
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occasion,  when  he  found  ministers  pursuing 
a  couse  which  seemed  to  him  like  asking 
for  popularity. 

Sir  fV.  W.  Wijnn  said,  that  so  far  from 
being  surprised,  as  the  noble  lord  appeared 
to  be,  at  the  conduct  of  ministers,  in  giving 
up  the  war  malt  tax,  he  should  wonder 
very  much  indeed,  if  they  did  not  also 
abandon  the  agricultural  horse  tax,  which 
iras  most  injurious  and  oppressive. 

Agricultural  Distress.]  Mr.  Cur* 
tven  presented  a  petition  from  the  land- 
fiolders,  yeomen,  and  farmers  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  praying  for  relief, 
in  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  agri- 
cultural interest.  The  petition  liaving 
been  read,  the  hon.  gentleman  proceeded 
to  observe,  that  he  felt  some  regret  at 
the  delay  of  another  week,  which  it  an- 
peared  was  to  take  place  before  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  the  agricultural  interest 
would  be  taken  into  consideration.  He 
bopcd,  however,  that  due  weight  would 
be  given  to  the  petitions  on  this  subject, 
and  expressed  his  conviction,  that  there 
was  not  a  landlord  in  the  country,  unless 
amongst  those  that  were  immediately  con- 
nected with  government,  who  did  not  wish 
to  join  the  petitioners  in  this  instance. 
The  noble  lord  could  not  be  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  distresses  of  the  agri- 
cultural interest.  If  he  were,  he  was  sure 
be  never  would  have  used  the  language 
attributed  to  him  ;  namely,  that  the  coun- 
try was  in  a  most  flourishing  situation. 
The  petition  which  he  now  presented  was 
not  signed  by  persons  hostile  to  the  noble 
lord.  The  petitioners  had  supported  him 
and  the  government  to  which  he  belonged, 
but  their  necessities  now  compelled  them 
to  speak.  In  the  course  of  two  days,  the 
petition  was  signed  by  500  persons;  and, 
had  sufficient  notice  been  given,  he  be- 
lieved every  gentleman  and  every  farmer 
in  Cumberland  would  have  affixed  his 
name  to  it.  The  distress  was  so  excessive, 
that,  if  speedy  relief  were  not  granted, 
hundreds  of  iarms  would  be  entirely 
abandoned.  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
contended,  that  the  distress  did  not  arise, 
as  had  been  stated,  from  a  surplus  produce. 
During  a  period  of  thirty  years,  there  had 
been  no  surplus  produce,  except  in  the 
year  1792,  wlien  tiiere  was  an  overplus  of 
30,000  quarters.  The  dit^tress  originated 
from  the  immense  extent  of  importation, 
joined  to  the  deficiency  of  crops,  at  diffe- 
rent times.  In  consequence  of  this,  the 
prices  fell ;  and  they  had|  in  consequence 
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of  pecuniary  distress,  continued  to  fall 
ever  since.  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
shortly  argued,  that  the  income  tax  fell 
more  severely  upon  the  poor  than  on  the 
rich,  inasmuch  as  the  land-owner  and  far* 
mer  were  prevented,  by  its  pressure,  from 
employing  servants  and  labourers.  The 
property  of  the  wealthy  was  the  riches  of 
the  poor,  and  it  was  the  pressure  of  taxa« 
tion  on  the  former  that  bore  oppressivdj 
on  the  lower  classes.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
that  the  war  malt  tax  was  to  be  given  up; 
but  there  were  other  taxes,  amongst  them 
that  on  husbandry  horses,  which  ought 
also  to  be  remitted.  On  a  farm  of  70/.  a 
year,  the  income  tax  was  only  7^. ;  but  if 
the  farmer  kept  a  horse  he  was  charged 
2/.  175.  per  annum  for  it,  and  7-^.  for  a 
groom,  making  a  gross  sum  of  3/.  4fS,  la 
making  his  return  also,  the  farmer  was 
obliged  to  swear,  that  neither  he  nor  any 
of  his  family  had  used  any  horse  for  riding, 
if  he  wished  to  escape  the  tax.  Now,  he 
would  put  it  to  the  House,  how  very  diflB- 
cult  it  was  for  any  man  to  make  such  aa 
affidavit. '  In  the  last  year,  there  were  97 
appeals  against  the  charge,  in  the  county 
where  he  resided,  of  which  9^  were  al- 
lowed. This,  surely,  was  such  a  tempta- 
tion to  the  crime  of  perjury,  as  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  for  an  hour. 

Mr.  Lojig  IVeltcdcy  said,  that  the  pro- 
perty tax  being  abandoned,  and  the  war 
malt  duty  given  up,  he  could  not  conceive 
what  more  gentlemen  could  wish  for- 
These  were  the  two  great  burthens  which 
pressed  on  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
their  removal  would  be  productive  of  the 
best  effects.  As  to  the  motives  which  had 
induced  ministers  to  abandon  the  latter, 
he  did  not  think  there  was  any  necessity 
to  examine  them.  In  a  public  point  of 
view  they  were  of  no  importance.  Ha 
would  not  say,  as  some  gentlemen  had, 
that  they  were  courting  popularity ;  but 
he  felt  that  they  deserved  it ;  and  no  maa 
was  more  ready  to  applaud  them  than  he 
was,  because  they  had  attended  to  the 
voice  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Marryat  deprecated  the  idea,  that, 
by  doing  away  t|ie  property  tax  it  was  in- 
tended to  relieve  the  rich  at  the  expense 
of  the  poor.  He  argued  that  the  reverse 
was  the  fact,  and  exemplified  his  position 
by  adverting  to  his  own  situation.  He, 
like  every  other  gentleman  who  had  a 
country  residence,  employed  himself  in 
improving  it,  as  far  as  his  circumstances 
would  admit.  Now,  if  the  tax-gatherer 
called  on  him  for  10/.  per  cent,  on  his  in- 
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come,  he  must  have  it ;  but,  if  he  made  no 
such  demand,  that  money  would  be  laid 
out  in  the  village,  where  he  resided,  with 
those  *vho  employed  servants,  or  it  would 
be  expended  in  supporting  labourers  whom 
he  himself  hired,  by  which  meana  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people  wis  encouraged.  As 
to  voting  from  interested  motives,  he 
should  at  once  do  away  that  supposition, 
by  stating,  that  ho  should  pay  ju9t  as  much, 
at  present,  as  if  the  tax  were  continued 
for  two  years.  For  the  last  eighteen 
months,  mercantile  men  had  made  no  pro- 
fits. They  had,  in  fact,  encountered 
severe  losses.  The  same  depression  of 
price  which  the  farmers  complained  of, 
affected  the  manufactures  of  the  country, 
of  which  the  merchants  were  the  great 
holders.  Now,  he  had  been  called  on  to 
pay  the  same  property  tax  which  he 
had  been  charged,  during  the  three 
former  years.  He  postponed  paying  the 
money  into  the  bank,  until  he  knew  the 
result  of  the  proposition  for  renewing  the 
tax.  If  it  had  been  carried,  he  would  have 
returned  nily  as  he  had  made  no  proBt ; 
but  now,  as  the  measure  was  defeated, 
sooner  thpn  submit  the  inspection  of  his 
most  private  affairs  to  the  inquisitorial 
powers  of  the  commissioner,  he  would 
give  up  a  large  sum  of  money,  not  one  iota 
of  which  could  legally  have  been  de- 
manded of  him.  He  would  now  pay  10 
per  cent,  into  the  bank  on  profits  he  had 
never  received,  which  would  amount  to  as 
much  as  5  per  cent,  for  two  years,  had  the 
tax  been  continued.  He  had,  therefore, 
gained  nothing  by  the  abandonment  of  the 
tax ;  and,  he  believed,  the  great  body  of 
merchants  in  the  city  of  London  stood  in 
the  same  situation  with  himself. 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  if  the  noble 
lord  had  known  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, he  never  would  have  pressed  a  tax 
which  the  people  were  unable  to  pay.  He 
would  have  felt  for  their  necessities,  and 
given  it  up.  The  noble  lord  had  said, 
that  the  tax  fell  more  heavily  on  the  rich 
than  on  the  poor.  If  he  knew  any  thing 
of  political  economy,  he  would  not  have 
made  such  a  statement.  The  pressure  on 
the  rich  man  prevented  him  from  employ- 
ing the  poor,  who  were  thus  abandoned  to 
want  and  misery.  If  the  noble  lord  visited 
his  (sir  James's)  parish,  he  might  there 
see  '200  able-bodied  men— sound  wind  and 
limb — soliciting  to  be  employed  as  extra- 
watchmen,  or  in  any  other  way  whatever. 
Those  who  voted  against  the  tax,  scorned 
the  idea  of  shifting  a  burthen  from  their 


own  shoulders  to  those  of  others.  He 
acted  from  conscientious  motives.  He 
felt  himself  reluctantly  called  on  to  vote 
against  persons  whom  he  considered  as  the 
saviours  of  the  country.  Government 
could  not  relieve  the  people  from  all  taxa- 
tion, but  he  was  glad  they  had  remitted 
the  malt  tax,  which  would  have  a  beneficial 
effect  on  the  morals  of  the  people,  by 
bringing  them  back  to  the  consumption  of 
a  wholesome  beverage,  instead  of  frequent- 
ing gin-shops,  as  they  did  at  present. 

Mr.  Western  hoped  it  would  not  be 
supposed,  in  consequence  of  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  malt  tax,  and  of  his  post- 
ponement of  the  notice  relative  to  the 
state  of  agriculture,  that  he  intended  to 
withdraw  his  motion  altogether. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  he  should 
turn  his  mind,  as  much  as  possible,  to  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  member,  for  the 
purpose  of  using  his  best  efforts  to  pro- 
cure the  necessary  relief. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  distressed 
state  of  the  agriculture  of  the  kingdom. 

Establishments  of  the  Admiral- 
ty.] Lord  Nugent  rose  to  move  for  cer- 
tain papers  relative  to  the  salaries ^f 
clerks  in  the  admiralty.  The  noble  lord 
said,  he  had  heard  that  considerable 
abuses  had  taken  place  in  increasing  the 
salaries  of  those  persons.  It  had  been  re- 
presented to  him,  that  several  senior  clerks 
had  been  removed  on  large  pensions,  and 
that  junior  clerks  had  been  promoted  at  a 
very  large  increase  of  salary,  in  opposition 
to  the  expectations  which  the  country  had 
entertained  of  the  economy  of  ministers^ 
and  in  direct  violation  of  a  bill  which 
had  been  introduced  into  that  House  by 
an  hon.  member  who  was  not  then  pre- 
sent. This  subject  was  more  worthy  of 
consideration,  afler  the  solemn  pledge  of 
economy  which  had  been  given  by  the 
Crown.  If  the  noble  lord  and  his  col- 
leagues were  really  desirous  of  relieving 
the  distresses  of  the  country,  he  thougWt 
they  would  readily  acquiesce  in  this  mo- 
tion. He  then  moved,  «*  That  there  be 
laid  before  this  House,  an  account  of  the 
number  of  the  clerks  of  the  admiralty,  and 
the  rate  of  their  salaries,  for  the  years 
ending  1815  and  1816;  and  also  the  num- 
ber of  persons  borne  upon  the  establish- 
ment of  the  admiralty  who  have  been  re- 
moved, or  have  retired  from  the  service, 
since  the  31st  of  December  1814;  speci- 
fying the  amount  of  compensation  granted 
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to  each  iuilividual,  and  Uie  period  oTtjicir 
reapective  services,  or  tiie  grounda  on 
whicb  such  compensation  lias  been  granted 
to  ibem." 

Mr.  Croker  said,  ttinl  all  the  papers 
were  already  before  liic  Hnusc.  The  no- 
ble lord  would  dad,  in  the  esliraaCes  pro- 
posed, ihe  number  of  clerks  of  the  admi- 
ralty intended  to  be  kept  this  year,  and 
those  who  bad  retired,  with  the  amount 
of  their  com pe neat ioni.  He  nould  find 
the  same  atateroent  for  the  previous  year, 
on  looLitif;  at  the  eBtimaies  of  that  year. 
If  die  noble  lord  chose  (hat  the  clerk 
should  take  the  trouble  of  making  the  re- 
turn, he  certainly  should  have  do  objec- 
tion to  its  bein{;  done.  He  bad  staled 
thus  luuch  io  order  that  the  country 
should  not  be  misled,  and  should  not  think 
there  was  an  increue,  when  there  really 
ir»  B  dJmiuotioD. 

Lord  Siigeiit  expressed  his  inteatioQ 
of  persiitiiig  in  the  motion,  because  the 
papers  now  before  the  House  would  not 
nJford  him  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
the  expenses  of  I81i  with  those  of  1815, 
which  ne  was  anxious  to  do. 

Sir  Fmnca  Bnrdett  did  not  think  that 
the  clerks  in  the  admiralty  who  eKi>culcd 
their  duties  wore  overpaid ;  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  very  poor  economy 
to  grudge  them  a  sufficient  remuneration 
for  their  services.  He  then  alluded  to  the 
situation  of  the  midshipmen.  He  hiid 
unda'Gtood  from  the  statement  of  an  hon. 
member,  on  a  former  night,  that  mid- 
shipmen who  had  served  six  years  had 
been  promoted;  he  had  since  found  that 
that  was  not  always  the  cose.  He  thought 
sucli  individuals  entitled  to  some  remuue- 
ration,  as  well  as  those  who  had  not  quite 
fioisiied  their  six  years  service. 

Sir  George  Warrender  assured  the  hon, 
baronet  that  fie  had  been  misiufarnied. 
All  midshipmen  who  bad  served  six  years 
had  been  provided  for.  That  was  not  of 
course  the  cose  with  those  who  had  not 
been  the  same  length  of  time  in  the  ser- 


Mr.  Bennet  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  order  in  council  uf  the  30th  January 
1816.  and  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty's 
own  letters,  were  on  the  table  of  the 
Home- 
Mr.  Croker  stated,  that  the  order  in 
council  was,  but  not  his  letters,  as  they 
bad  not  been  moved  fur,  but  he  should 
have  no  objection  to  produce  them. 

Mr.  Bennet  expressed  his  intention  of 
Buvins  fbi  their  Junction. 


Mr.  J-'urbes  said,  that  nut  with  standing 
wlial  had  fallen  from  tlie  hon.  baronet,  he 
buuw  some  individuals  uho  had  served  in 
the  navy  seven  years  without  being  pro- 
Sir  fi.  IVarrender  had  been  misunder- 
stood if  it  was  tliought  he  had  said  that 
all  midshipmen  who  had  served  six  yeara 
had  been  promoted  ;  that  would  have  been 
impossible.  Those  who  had  eight  years' 
service  had  met  with  promotion,  but  those 
who  had  only  six  had  been  provided  tor 
by  employment  being  given  them  when 
they  desired  it. 

Mr.  Bennet  asked  in  what  manner  they 
had  been  employed  i 

Sir  C,  Hope  replied,  that  the  midship- 
men who  had  served  six  years  had  been 
provided  for  by  being  appointed  to  ships  in 
commission ;  those  who  had  eight  years* 
service  had  been  made  lieutenants. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Lord  Milton  moved,  fur  the  appoint- 
ment of  Alastcr  (ieorge  as  secretary  to 
the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  specifying 
his  age,  and  the  date  of  his  appointment. 

Mr.  Brougliam  suggested,  that  the  name 
of  the  school  at  which  the  young  gentle- 
man was  educated  should  be  added  to 
the  return-tA  laugh]. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Salaries  op  the  SecRETABTES  or 
THE  AoMiRAiiv.]  Sir.  Methuen  rose, 
pursuant  to  a  notice  which  he  had  given. 


to  bring  under  tlie  [ 


>  of  the  House, 
the  ortfcr  in  council  by  which  the  salarica 
of  the  secretaries  to  the  admiralty  were  to 
be  regulated  in  time  of  peace.  He  said  it 
was  a  subject  as  important  as  had  ever 
come  under  the  attention  of  parliament; 
but  at  the  samu  time  he  could  assure  the 
noble  lord  he  had  no  wish  to  condemn 
tile  government  unheard.  There  were 
positive  facts,  however,  which  justified 
him  in  complaining  of  tlie  evil,  and  the 
onus  prabandi  tvould  devolve  upon  the  mi- 
nisters, to  show  that  no  breach  bad  beeu 
made  in  the  promise  from  the  Crown,  that 
economy  should  be  attended  to,  by  prov- 
ing the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case  in 
question.  He  brought  the  matter  for- 
ward, perfectiy  uninfluenced  by  any  thing 
like  party  feeling.  It  could  nut,  iikdeedt 
be  supposed,  that  he  was  one  who  would 
hghtly  cavil  at  the  proceedings  of  go* 
vemmentj  when  he  hod  been  among  the 
foremost  to  support  their  measures,  so 
long  as  he  thought  they  deserved  sup- 
port i  but  he  would  never  afford   tiut 
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support,  when  he  saw  that  the  proceed-^  i  therefore  most  humbly  submit,  that  jour 
ings  of  ministers  were  cnlculated  to  pro-  |  royal  highness  may  be  graciously  pleased, 
Tuote  neither  the  glory  nor  the  prospc-  |  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the 
rity  of  the  country. — Ho  should  first  of|  King,  to  direct  that  the  salaries  established 
all  beg  leave  to  read  some  extracts  from  |  as  war  salaries  by  the  said  order  in  coun- 
papers  which  had  been  laid  upon  the  !  cil,  and  by  order  in  council  of  the  28th  of 
table  of  that  House,  to  prove  the  little  October  1807,  should  be  the  permanent 
attention  which  was  really  paid  to  eco-  salaries,  both  in  war  and  peace,  of  the  se- 
liomy    and    retrenchment.     It   appeared    veral  persons  therein  named.'*     With  re- 


from  those  documents  that  in  the  excise 
otiice,  for  example,  the  salaries  of  two  of 
the  chairmen  of  that  office  had  been 
raised  from  1700/.  to  20001.  a  year  each  ; 
and  the  salaries  of  four  commissioners, 
from  1200/.  to  1400/.  annually.  In  the 
board  of  customs  a  similar  increase  had 


spect  to  the  regulation  complained  ot" 
being  a  solitary  mstance,  continued  the 
hon.  member,  there  was  a  very  easy  way 
of  removing  that  complaint,  by  extemling 
the  same  system  toall  the  other  departments 
of  the  government.  Looking,  however^ 
at  the  question  itself  as  one  of  economy^ 


taken  place,  the  salaries  of  the  chairman  he  would  ask  his  majesty's  ministers  whe- 
being  augmented  from  1200/.  to  1500/a| 
per  annum,  and  those  of  the  commis- 
sioners from  800/.  to  1000/.  Such  were 
some  of  the  proofs  of  the  disposition  on 
the  part  of  government  to  redeem  that 
pledge  of  economy,  which  had  been  put 
into  the  speech  of  the  Prince  Regent  at 
the  opening  of  parliament.  He  now 
came  to  the  most  important  of  those  do- 
cuments, he  meant  the  copy  of  the  order 
in  council,  relating  to  the  salaries  .in  war 
and  peace  of  the  secretaries  to  the  ad- 
miralty. That  order  was  dated  the  21st 
of  June  1815,  and  set  forth  that  «*  Where- 
as his  majesty  was  graciously  pleased,  by 
his  order  in  council  of  the  15th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1800,  to  direct,  that  a  difference 
should  be  made  in  the  salaries  of  our 
secretaries  and  clerks  in  times  of  war 
and  of  peace,  namely,  an  increase  in 
time  of  war  of  one-fourth  in  the  salaites  of 
the  secretaries,  and  one-fifth  in  those  of 
their  clerks.  And  whereas,  this  distinc- 
tion does  not  exist  in  any  other  depart- 
ment of  gpvernment,  not  even  in  those  de- 
pendent on  this  office,  nor  in  those  whose 
duties  may  be  considered  as  most  anala- 
gous :  and  whereas,  wc  not  only  can  see 
no  sufficient  reason  for  continuing  this 
principle  to  this  office,  as  a  solitary  in- 
stance, but  entirely  agree  with  the  com- 
missioners of  naval  revision,  in  the  princi- 
ple laid  down  in  their  report  of  the  13th 
of  June  1805,  and  which  his  majesty  was 
pleased  to  sanction  by  his  order  in  coun- 
cil of  the  28th  of  October  1807,—*  That 

*  it  is  unjust  that  persons   whose  whole 

*  iime,  either  in  war  or  peace,  is  required 

*  to  be  devoted  to  the  public  service,  and 
<  who  consequently  cannot,  even  in  peace, 

*  apply  to  any  other  occupation,  should 

*  suiter  a  material  diminution  of  their  in- 

*  comes  when  the  war  ceases:'  We  do 


ther  there  was  ever  such  a  roomenl 
chosen  for  augmenting  the  expenses  of 
the  country,  in  the  wildest  infatuation  of 
ministerial  indiscretion  ?  Instead  of  in« 
creasing  salaries,  they  ought  to  be  re- 
duced, not  only  on  account  of  the  unex- 
ampled difficulties  in  which  we  were 
placed,  but  on  account  of  the  diminution 
in  price  of  all  the  articles  of  life.  He 
really  did  not  believe  that  a  similar  in- 
stance could  be  found  in  the  official  de- 
tails of  any  government.  With  respect 
to  the  gentlemen  who  held  the  different 
situations  in  the  excise  and  customs,  he 
wished  to  be  understood  as  imputing  no 
blame  or  censure  to  them ;  and  he  trusted 
that  nothing  which  he  had  said  would 
draw  upon  them  any  invidious  accusaiiops* 
He  had  precisely  the  same  feeling  with 
respect  to  the  secretaries  of  the  admiralty. 
He  took  up  the  question  entirely  npoa 
public  grounds.  Why  did  the  gorem- 
ment  increase  the  salaries  ?  Had  the  duties 
of  the  different  offices  been  increased  ^ 
Certainly  not.  If,  however,  the  gevem- 
ment  were  permitted  to  do  those  things 
without  check  or  control,  the  duty  of 
that  House,  in  watching  over  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money,  would  degene- 
rate into  mere  form.  He  called  upon 
every  member  who  heard  him,  and  who 
was  anxious  for  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, and  who  knew  its  dutreases,  to  prove 
by  their  vote  that  night,  that  the  retoorcea 
of  the  nation  were  not  to  be  squandered 
awav  by  the  improvident  prodigality  of 
ministers.  They  might  be  again,  perhaps, 
reproached  with  exciting  clamour,  be- 
cause they  kept  a  strict  watch  over  the 
conduct  of  government.  If  it  was  cla- 
mour, he  was  willing  to  take  his  ^hare  of 
the  reproach ;  to  such  clamour,  ti^werer, 
we  owed  tlie  possession  oi*  tliat  liberty  we 


\79\  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Salarin  of  the  S-cretarics  of  the  Admiralli/.  [180 
proof  nflhe  anxiouiiliiposittonorgovvm- 
monl  la  practise  seriously  iliut  economy 
wliivli  liail  been  reconiniisiiiii.'d,  anil  whieii 
waa  so  CMcntial,  he  would  submit  a  rougli 
siaionientoi'sonie  of  (hcrt^Oucuana  whidi 
had  ulruady  laken  place.  In  a,  lev  days 
he  hoped  to  be  able  lo  lay  before  parlia- 
ment iliflJerent  documeiilt,  vrhich  Mrou]d 
eatMructorily  show  ihe  naiurc  nnd  extent, 
not  only  of  wliat  hud  betii  ilone,  but  ^ 
what  nas  in  progress,  and  itliBt  naa  in 
contcmplntioii ;  meatiwhile  he  should  state 
*uct)  ri-duclion  as  hud  taken  place  ia 
tfaoae  duparliuents  with  nhicii  liu  was  ac- 
quainted. 

In  the  ofGce  of  ihc  secretary  of  state  for 
the  war  department,  seven  clerks,  one 
writer,  one  interprcler,  and  one  uud«r 
Eecretary  had  been  rcduci'd,  making  a 
saving  of  betwuen  3  iiiiJ  KOOO/.  per 
annum  :  in  the  war  ullice  coosidLrablfi  rc- 
ductioos  were  made  iu  ISIi,  and  further 
reductions  would  be  nindc  its  suon  as  the 
weighty  accounts  of  (hut  oHlic  wert?  mudc 
up  ;  but  he  was  sure  llic  honouruble  gen- 
tlemen opposite  would  consider  it  as  a 
very  false  economy  lo  leave  the  niiliiary 
accounts  unaudited.  Thero  were  18  de- 
partments in  all  that  would  be  effected  by 
tlic  present  reduction,  but  at  present  he 
aliuuld  enunieralo  only  the  most  impor- 
tant [Oil  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Tierney, 
ns  to  the  Bmount  of  the  wviog  in  the  war- 
ofiico,  his  Inrddhip  replied,  tbdt  lie  was 
only  now  making  a  rough  statement,  and 
could  not  answer  »ith  accuracy].  In  the 
pay  master- general's  office  there  Hould  be 
saved  in  the  establishment  nbroad  :)!  ,000/. 
per  anuum  ;  fourteen  clerks  would  be  re- 
duced at  home,  whose  iialRries  amount  to 
1,170/.;  and  oth<^r  establishments  would 
be  reduced  abroad,  amounting  to  7,!XKM. 
The  whole  saving  wouM  be  41,000/.  in 
this  depatlment.  In  the  eommissariitt  de- 
partment, eleven  olficcrs  and  eleven  cleik.« 
would  be  reduced,  which,  with  other 
savings,  would  amount  lo  ]4.,000/.  at 
borne ;  I  fl!>  otiicers  and  G29  clerks  would 
be  reduced  abroad,  which  would  cflbct  no 
aggregate  saving  of  100,000/.  In  the 
St  ore- keeper-general's  office,  there  wa)  a 
reduction  of  C.tiiHJ.  and  there  would  be  a 
.further  reduction  of  3,400/.  as  soonBS  the 
arrears  were  settled :  t!ie  total  eaviitg 
would  not  be  less  than  10,000/.  I'lie 
barrack  department  would  bu  reduced 
from  a  scale  of  U),UUO  men  to  4C',000,  and 
8S  oHieers  would  he  discontinued,  whnse 
salaries  amnunted  to  7,190/.  The  reason 
why  barracks  vrntelasffa  liian  might Jn 


still  enjoyed,  and  be  would  remind  tlie 
people  of  Enclnnd,  that  it  was  to  6in:h 
clamour  that  ibey  wore  not  now  harnvKscd 
with  the  properly  tax  —  [!lenr,  heat!]. 
The  hon.  member  then  concluded,  wiib 
moving,  ■'  that  this  House  does  approve 
of  the  order  in  council  of  the  l.^tli  ot  Ja- 
nuary, 1800,  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  ise- 
cretaries  of  the  odniiralty  at  a  lower  rale 
in  time  of  peace  than  in  time  of  war,  and 
does  consider  the  departure  from  ihis 
order,  in  the  order  of  council  of  the  ^'Ist 
of  June  1815,  by  which  an  increase  of 
salary  is  cimferred  on  the  secretaries,  ae 
highly  unwarrantable."  The  second  mo- 
tion was  for  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  commisEioners  of  revenue  and 
the  treasury  board,  on  the  subject  of  au 
increase  of  salary  iincc  the  otb  of  January, 
1615. 

Lord  Custlereagh  denied  that  be  had 
ever  denominated  iis  clamour  the  fair  and 
legitimate  discussions  in  that  House.  Qui 
he  still  contended,  that  there  was  a  dispo- 
sition in  the  hunourable  gentlemen  oppo- 
aite  to  clamour  down  the  government  by 
atBuning  that  there  was  no  disposition  on 
the  part  of  government  lo  fulfil  it«  pledge 
before  any  mean*  were  allowed  by  which, 
in  fact,  ministers  could  make  known  tlioir 
intentions.  It  was  that  species  of  con- 
duct of  which  he  complained,  Bnd  which 
he  considered  to  be  nothing  belter  than 
mere  clamour.  With  respect  in  ihe  pre- 
sent ijuestion,  he  was  perfectly  rejdy  lo 
concur  with  the  hon.  genlleniao,  llint  it 
was  one  of  great  imporlance,  as  lending  to 
put  at  issue  the  general  principles  of 
economy  by  wliicli  the  government  had 
T^ulated  its  proceedings;  and  though  the 
IMTticulat  sum  involved  in  ihe  nintion  of 
tbe  boOt  member,  was  not  of  much  im- 
porUtice,  yet  it  did,  in  fact,  derive  a  de- 
gree of  imparlance  as  illustrating  those 
Smeral  principles.  He  hoped,  hunever, 
at  tbe  members  of  that  House,  while 
they  were  discharging  wliat  they  con- 
sidered their  duly  to  iheir  roiislituents, 
by  endeavouring  to  compol  the  govern- 
inent  to  adopt  measures  of  ecunumy, 
would  not,  at  the  same  lime.  reln'^L'  lo  ^n- 
«eran>enl  a  fair  opponumty  of  txjil  lining 
,  their  measures  to  purliaiouiiC,  by  wliicti 
stone  it  could  be  determined  ivhellier  mi- 
naters  were  disponed  to  practise  a  due 
economy,  or  to  indulge  in  a  lavish  waste 
itf-the  public  money.  There  were,  in 
fact,  many  retrenchments  wliich  had  al- 
ready been  carried  into  effect,  and  many 
more  whicli  wne  in  progrew ;  uud  as  a 
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required  fur  the  real  number  of  men  to 
occupy  tliem,  iras  because  many  of  tlioni 
were  substantial  buildings,  which  it  would 
be  no  economy  to  pull  down,  or  to  sutler 
to  fall  into  decay.  In  the  admiralty  there 
would  be  a  reduction  of  24>  clerks  and  nine 
messengers,  by  which  5,0001.  would  be 
saved,  and  2,000/.  more  on  the  death  and 
falling  in  of  the  salaries  of  certain  retired 
servants.  In  the  navy  department  several 
establishments  would  be  wholly  discon- 
tinued, 5,100  persons  discharged,  and  a 
saving  effected  in  all  of  402,(X)0/.  There 
was  a  reduction  in  the  victualling  office,  by 
which  a  saving  of  25,000/.  was  effected, 
and  there  would  be  a  further  saving  to  the 
same  amount  in  the  wages  of  artificers  and 
men  now  employed.  The  transport  office 
would  be  entirely  discontinued,  leaving 
to  the  navy  board  and  admiralty  the  duty 
that  might  arise  in  time  of  peace.  No 
returns  had  yet  been  made  Jrom  the 
ordnance  office;  but  he  only  wished  to 
show  that  ministers  had  really  been  occu- 
pied in  the  retrenchments  they  had  pro- 
posed; the  total  amounted  to  571,000/.  to 
which  81,000/.  more  would  shortly  be 
added,  making  a  total  of  6i0,000/.— He 
had  only  said  thus  much  to  satisfy  the 
hon.  member  who  made  the  motion,  that 
economy  had  not  been  neglected;  and  he 
trusted  he  had  succeeded  in  satisfying  him, 
and  the  House  also,  that  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters had  not  been  merely  employed  in 
creating  offices  and  augmenting  salaries. 

He  should  now  come  to  the  particular 
question  before  the  House,  and  give  such 
explanations  as  the  House  had  a  right  to 
demand.  With  respect  to  making  the 
additions  to  these  salaries,  he  should  state 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  com- 
missioners had  given  their  report ;  and  he 
had  no  objection  to  produce  the  corres- 
pondence, because  he  did  not  suppose 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  House,  but  merely  to  gain 
information  on  the  question.  That  ques- 
tion did  not  take  its  origin  in  the  present 
day,  but  as  far  back  as  1806,  when  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  in  ad- 
ministration. There  was  then  a  represen- 
tation to  the  treasury,  that  from  the  great 
accumulation  of  business  these  parties 
were  entitled  to  an  increase  of  salary. 
The  treasury  did  not  comply ;  but  on  ap- 
plication being  again  made  in  Mr.  Per- 
ceval's administration,  and  the  increase  of 
business  being  urged,  he  did  hold  out  that 
the  claim  should  be  satisfied  as  soon  as  the 
restoration  of  peace  permitted  it.  The 
(VOL.  XXXIII.) 


House  should  consider  the  nature  of  tha 
duties  in  which   these  parties  were  em- 
ployed ;   they  collected  a  revenue  of  40 
millions  for  the  public,  and  of  that  21 
millions  had  been  added  since  any  aug- 
mentation of  their  salaries  had  taken  place* 
He  did  not,  however,  press  on  the  House 
merely  the  length  of  time  that  had  elapsed 
since  the  last  augmentation,  or  the  vast 
increase  of  labour  that  had  been  added; 
but  he  must  observe,  that  there  was  no 
better  economy  than    to    stimulate  the 
exertions  of  officers  so  usefully  employed 
for  the  public.    The  services  of  that  de- 
partment wefe  most  meritorious  in  the 
eyes  of  the  treasury;    but  it   was   not 
merely  thus — it  was  not  merely  that  an 
increase  of  labour  and  responsibility  had 
been  added — ^but  the  treasury  had  also 
made  an  arrangement  which  transferred  to 
another  quarter  much  of  the  patronage 
which  had  formerly  been  enjoyed  by  these 
officers ;   it  was  on  these  grounds,  there- 
fore, taken  altogether,  that  the  increase  of 
salary  had   been  proposed.    The  noble 
lord  hoped  that  the  country  would  never 
become  so  poor  as  to  be  prevented  from 
stimulating  the  exertions  of  meritorioua 
servants  of  the  public  by  adequate  reward. 
When  it  was  considered  how  important 
were  the  offices  filled    by  those  whose 
salaries  were  in  question,  and  how  coih 
ducive  it  was  to  the  interests  of  the  nation 
that  they  should  perform  their  duties  well; 
when  it  was  considered  that  their  labouri 
had  of  late  been  so  much  raised,  and  that 
forty  millions  of  the  public  money  now 
passed  through  their  hands  and  was  under 
their  control,  it  would  not  be  thought 
that  7,500/.  divided  among  the  whole  wag 
!  an  exorbitant  increase  of  pay.    The  sum 
was  given,  too,  it  was  to  be  considered^ 
af\er  due  deliberation,  after  expectations 
repeatedly  held  out,  and  after  various  re- 
presentations had  been  made  to  different 
'  administrations.   With  regard  to  the  quel* 
tion  of  prices,  and  the  necessity  of  reduc- 
tion rather  than  increase  from  the  fall  of 
the  articles  of  living,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  say  much.    It  must  be  al- 
lowed that  provisions  had  fallen  in  price, 
such  as  bread  and  meat;  but  in  other  re- 
spects there  had  been  no  great  reducfion. 
Upon  the  general  average  of  those  arti- 
cles on  which  an  income  like  that  of  the 
persons    in    question  was   expended,    it 
would  be  found  that  there  was  no  great 
fall  of  prices ;   or,  that,  consistently  with 
the  same  degree  of  comforts,  any  extent 
of  expenditure  could  be  spared.    Upon 
(2  1) 
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would  be  recollected,  that  when  the  pay 
of  a  certain  officer  was  alleged  to  be  too 
great,  the  considerution  of  it  was  post- 
poned till  the  army  estimates,  in  which  it 
icluded,  came  before  the  House,  and 


these  grounds  the  treasurj'  acted  in  re- 
commending a  rise  of  salary;  and  be 
hoped  tliuc  the  House  would  not  nlJow  a 
All  in  the  price  of  a  few  articles  of  living, 
n-tiich  might  be  only  temporary,  to  be 
pleaded  in  bar  of  an  arrangement  made 
on  considerations  of  an  increase  of  duty, 
and  so  long  contemplated  by  the  officers 
interested. 

Having  said  thus  much  with  respecl  to 
the  officers  of  the  excise  and  customs,  and 
the  other  topics  embraced  by  the  hon. 
gentleman's  speech,  he  would  proceed  to 
give  bis  reasons  for  moving  the  previous 

SaeslioD  on  the  resotutioa  with  regard  to 
le  pay  nf  the  secretaries  of  the  admiralty, 
with  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  con- 
cluded. But  he  would  first  request  the 
derk  to  read  over  ibe  resolution  [it 
vat  accordingly  rend]].  The  noble  lord, 
resuming  the  discuSiiioD,  contended,  that 
the  resolution  proceeded  upon  a  partial 
and  mixed  view  of  the  question.  It  had 
■toted,  with  approbation,  the  principle  laid 
down  in  1600,  and  censured  the  departure 
irom  it  which  bad  taken  place  last  sum- 
mer; but  it  applied  that  principle  only  to 
fine  ofBce,  while  its  operation,  if  carried 
into  complete  elTect,  would  extend  over 
several ;  and  approved  of  the  principle  of 
Baking  a  diHerence  between  the  peace 
and  war  salaries  of  the  offices  connected 
with  ibe  admiralty,  in  the  terms  of  the 
recommendation  that  at  lirst  established 
it ;  but,  in  coming  to  the  application  of 
that  principle,  it  mentioned  only  the 
salaries  of  the  secretaries.  There  were 
two  questions  that  suggested  themselves 
with  regard  to  the  subject  under  consi- 
deration :  namely,  whether  the  principle 
of  the  order  in  council  of  1800  was  so  wise 
and  just  that  it  should  not  be  departed 
irom  i  or  whether,  supposing  it  set  aside, 
the  Bilaries  of  the  secretaries  was  too  high 
on  the  grounds  of  economy  and  expe- 
diency. If  the  principle  of  IBOO  were 
alone  to  be  regarded,  without  any  fresh 
examination  of  its  merits  as  applied  to 
existing  circumstances,  then  ihe  clerks 
should  have  been  included  in  llie  resolu- 
tion of  the  hoDourable  gentleman  as  well 
the  secretaries,  as  the  original  regulation 
equally  comprehended  both.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  to  be  raade  a  question, 
standing  on  its  own  grounds,  whether  it 
was  proper  to  reduce  the  satariea  of  the 
secretaries  as  distinct  from  that  of  the 
clerks,  then  a  proper  opportunity  would 
occur  for  its  discussion' when  the  business 
came  regularly   before   parliament.     It 


that  a  resolution  was  then  movetl  that  it 
should  be  reduced  by  a  certain  specific 
amount.  The  noble  lord  advised  the  same 
course  to  be  pursued  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, and  deprecated  discussion  till  the 
proper  season  for  deliberation  arrived. 
The  honourable  gentleman  took  a  diffe- 
rent course.  He  required  the  sanction  of 
the  House  to  the  principle  laid  down  in 
1600,  in  contradistinction  to  that  acted 
upon  in  1815.  He  would  again  repeat, 
that  this  principle  included  the  clertcs  as 
well  as  the  secretaries ;  and  that  the  reso- 
lution now  moved  would  therefore,  if 
adopted,  actually  go  the  length  of  mudifr- 
tng  a  measure  which  it  professed  unquut- 
ficdly  to  recommend.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man was  in  error  when  he  proceeded  od 
the  supposition  that  the  principle  of  ISOO 
was  never  interfered  with  till  the  present 
instance  occurred.  The  truth  was,  that 
the  principle  of  establishing  a  diiference 
between  war  and  peace  salaries  had  ex- 
tended at  first  more  generally  to  officera 
connected  with  the  navy,  and  had  been 
restricted  in  its  operation  in  1807- 

The  noble  lord  said,  that  the  House 
would  now  expect  some  explanation  from 
him  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced  the 
board  of  admiralty  to  recommend  to  the 
treasury  tliat  rise  of  salary  for  which  an 
order  in  council  lud  subsequently  been 
obtained ;  and  he  owed  it  to  his  hon. 
friend,  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty  (Mr. 
Croker),  whose  name  and  character  had 
been  implicated,  to  enter  fairly  into  such 
an  explanation.  He  was  authorized  by 
the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  that  board 
in  slating  that  the  hon.  secretary  exerted 
no  influence,  nor  made  any  suggestion,  of 
a  wish  to  obtain  an  increase  of  salary,  ynd 
that  the  subject  was  brouglit  untjer  the 
review  of  government  by  circumstances 
over  which  he  exerted  no  control.  The 
hon.  secretary  foresaw  that  any  interfe- 
reuce  might  be  made  a  personal  charge 
against  him,  and  therefore  kept  aloof  Oom 
nil  interference  or  solicitation.  The  sub- 
ject was  maturely  considered  and  delibe- 
rated upon  by  tlic  board  of  admiralty,  by 
the  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  and  his  right 
hon.  frieud  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, before  the  order  in  council  was 
recommended;  but  in  all  these  consulta- 
tiom  the  hoa.  secretary  tooli  no  share. 
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He  neither  solicited  an  advance  of  salary, 
nor  would  he  have  felt  any  mortification 
at  a  reduction,  if  such  a  reduction  had 
been  considered  wise  and  politic.    The 
question  with  regard  to  him  arose  during 
the  consideration  of  the  interests  of  others 
whom  the  principle  of  1800  aflected.    It 
would  be  recollected,  that  the  regulation 
fixing  the  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the 
secretaries  at  one-fourth  in  time  of  peace 
struck  off  from  the  salaries  of  the  clerks 
the  proportion  of  one  fifth.    When,  there- 
fore, the  peace  was  concluded  with  Ame- 
rica, in  March  last,  the  period  of  reduc- 
tion was  conceived  to  have  arrived ;  and 
AS  the  war  with  France,  though  then  it 
had  not  commenced,  soon  afterwards  oc- 
curred, it  naturally  became  a  subject  of 
deliberation  how  the  officers  who  came 
under  the  regulation  of  1 800  should  be 
paid.  There  was  no  interval  of  real  peace, 
because  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with 
America,  and  the  re-appearance  of  Buo- 
naparte in  France,  were  almost  simulta- 
neous ;  but  there  was  an  absence  of  de- 
clared war  with  vigorous  preparations  for 
actual  hostilities.     How,  then,  were  these 
officers  to  be  remunerated  ?  Was  one-fifth 
to  be  deducted  from  their  income  upon 
the  principle  of  reduced  labour,  wnile 
there  was  no  diminution  of  labour;  and 
were  they  to  be  placed  in  a  worse  situa- 
tion than  any  other  class  of  public  ser- 
vants  ?     The  government,  taking  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  came  to  an  opi. 
nion,  that  it  was  better  to  recommena  a 
continuance  of  the  war  salary  in  time  €f? 
peace,   by  abandoning    the  principle  of 
1800,  than  to  increase  the  peace  salary  to 
the  extent  rendered  necessary,  with  an 
adherence  to  the  principle  of  the   two 
rates.-  This  rise  in  peace,  which  would 
be  permanent,  and  would  render  no  rise 
in  war  necessary,  seemed  to  them  true 
economy.     The  only  thing,  then,  to  be 
considered  was,  whether  the  hon.  secretary 
should  not  participate  in  the  rise,  or  whe- 
ther he  was  to  be  the  only  exception  to 
the  rule  adopted  ?     Upon  this  there  could 
scarcely  be  a  difference  of  opinion.    He 
could  take  upon  himself  to  say  that  there 
was  not  in  the  whole  circle  of  government 
any  office  more  important  than  that  which 
was  so  ably  filled  by  his  hon.  friend  ;  not 
merely  on  account  of  the  labour  attached 
to  it,  but  on  account  of  the  necessity  that 
it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman 
of  high  honour  and  character,  that  the 
secrets  on  which  the  whole  welfare  of  our 
navy  depended  might  be  safe  in  his  bands. 


The  scale  adopted  formerly  in  reflating 
the  salary  of  this  officer  had  been  mfluen- 
ced  rather  by  the  difference  of  the  amount 
of  fees  in  war  and    peace,  of  which  the 
emoluments  formerly  consisted,  tlian  on 
the  duties  to  be  performed.    Tlie  esta- 
blishment of  the  navy  was  also  much  in- 
creased since    1800.     Our  ordinary  waa 
greater,  and  our  naval  force  in  commission 
was  greater  than  in  any  former  peace. 
Not  less  than  100  sail  of  vessels  connected 
with   the   revenue  had   been  transferred 
to  the  department  of  the  admiralty,  which 
entailed  an  addition   of  much  laborious 
business  on   the  secretary.      The  great 
mass  of  business  was  such  that  it  required 
to  be  followed  up  with  assiduity ;  and  the 
idea  was  not  correct,  that  the  secretary 
could  be  a  gentleman  at  large  at  any 
time.     As  far  as  salary  could  countenance 
the  idea,  it  was  proper  to  let  it  be  known, 
that  this  office  was  one  of  toil  and  labour 
in  pence  as  well  as  in  war.     This  increase 
of  salary  it  was  to  be  recollected  had  not 
been  carried  into  effect  now,  but  soon  af> 
ter  the  battle  of  W^aterloo,,  when  the  war 
was  not  concluded,  and,  when  if  the  ora- 
cles of  the  other  side  of  the  House  were 
consulted,  it  would  have  been  pronounced 
to  have  been  far  from  its  conclusion.  The 
whole  question  would  be  open  for  discus- 
sion, when  the  estimates  were  before  the 
House,  whidi  as  the  objection  was  not  to 
the  general  principle,  but  a  particular  of- 
fice, would  be  the  proper  time  for  decidin|^ 
on  it.    The  House  might  then  fairly  dell* 
berate,  whether  an  office  not  inferior  ia 
laboriousness  to  any  in  the  state,  not  ex- 
cepting those  of  the  cabinet,  would  be 
overpaid  by  4000/.  a-year,  and  they  would 
be  relieved  from  all  delicacy  as  to  his  hon. 
friend  by  what  he  had  stated.    Convinced, 
therefore,  that  this  was  not  the  proper  time 
for  discussion,  although  he  by  no  means 
deprecated  discussion  when   the  proper 
time  should  arrive,  he  would  move  that, 
the  House  proceed  to  the  other  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  Martin^  said  he  had  heard  notliing 
in  the  noble  lord's  speech  which  had  con^ 
vinced  him  of  the  impropriety  of  the  mo- 
tion. The  second  secretary  of  the  admi- 
ralty had  never  till  this  time  been  consi- 
dered a  permanent  officer.  If  the  two 
secretaries  felt  indisposed  to  the  increase 
of  their  salaries,  their  refusal  to  receive  it 
would  be  very  acceptable  to  the  country. 
The  ministers,  who  were  fond  of  praising 
Mr.  Burke  without  any  desire  to  imitate 
him  might  have  found  in  bis  writingSi  on 
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Mr.  Robinson  said,  that  wliether  the 
House  adopted  of  rejected  the  principle 
that  there  should  be  a  dtiTfreace  in  sala- 


tbe  lubject  of  economy,  gome  useful  in- 
formatiDii.  However  desirable  such  an 
increace  of  salaries  was  at  other  times  the, 
necewitics  of  the  country  now  outweighed 
erery  other  consideration.  The  hon. 
member  who  had  introduced  the  subject 
waa  entitled  to  the  utmost  praise  for  bring- 
ing the  matter  before  the  House- 
Mr.  WuTTe  said,  it  was  not  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  argumenls  of  the  hon. 
mover,  to  say  that  hie  motion  did  not  in- 
clude the  clerks  as  well  w  the  secretaries  ; 
but  it  should  be  shown  how  that  which  in 
ISOOtratwise  and  good,  end  which 
rollowed  in  1802,  '        ■    ■  ' 


ries,  in  war  and  peace,  it  could  not  be  ar- 
gued tliat  the  ministers  were  culpable  ta 
acting  on  it.  Forlif  to  act  on  this  prin- 
ciple were  culpable,  the  government  (ras 
not  only  to  blame  with  respect  to  the 
admiralty,  but  the  navy  and  other  depart- 
ments. But  if  the  principle  was  relin- 
quished, and  it  was  only  said  that  the  hon. 
secretary  was  paid  beyond  his  exertions  or 
services,  he  would  by  no  means  admit  the 

„„„  .. justness  of  the  assertion.     He  was  himself 

departed  from. '  acquainted  witli  the  duties  of  the  admiralty 


He  did  not  place  much  reliance  on  the  !  board,  and  could  declare  from  experience, 
opinion  of  the  board  of  revision — s  board  '  thai  if  4000/.  was  too  much  in  time    >  " 


which  was  essentially  different  from  that  |  peace,  it  was  too 


little  i 


;  of  « 


naval  inquiry.  The  first- men  Ironed 
board  appeared  to  have  been  appointed  to 
undo  the  real  reform  which  had  been  ef- 
fected by  the  last.  Ifthe  order  in  council 
of  last  year  was  referred  to,  it  would  be 
■ecn  that  the  words  were  "  Whereas  since 
the  ratifscalion  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
the  united  slates  ai  America,  the  naval 
force  of  the  country,  and  the  consequent 
business  of  this  department,  has  from 
political  circumstances,  not  been  consider- 
ablvrcduccdbelow  the  war  establishment." 
This  might  be  applicable  last  June,  but  it 
vita  not  applicable  now  [Hear,  hear.']. 
With  regard  to  the  suggestion,  that  when 
the  estimates  were  before  the  Mouse,  the 
question  of  the  increase  of  salary  might  be 
best  discussed,  he  remembered  that  the 
office  of  joint  paymaster  of  the  forces  had 
been  once  brought  into  discussion  when 
the  amy  estinintes  were  under  considera- 
tion. What  was  the  event  >  The  minis- 
ters said,  that  it  would  be  better  to  put  off 
Ihat  discussion  till  the  bill  of  an  hon-  mem- 
ber (Mr.  Bankes)  was  brought  in.  The 
discussion  was  accordingly  put  off,  and 
the  office  was  included  iu  the  bill  i— that 
bill  passed  the  House,  and  the  office  still 
existed.  He  should  agree  to  the  motion, 
because  he  thought  the  increase  of  salary 
to  the  secretaries  was  a  culpable  attempt 
to  expend  the  public  money,  and  such  a 
resolution  was  a  better  method  of  express- 
ing the  sense  of  tile  House,  than  merely 
to  reduce  the  estimates.  It  was  said,  that 
there  was  an  increase  of  duty  at  the  admi- 
ralty on  account  uf  the  hundred  revenue 
cutters  which  had  been  transferred  to  that 
department ;  but  if  this  justified  an  increase 
of  salaries  at  the  admiralty,  did  it  not  jus- 
tify a  diminution  in  the  department  from 
vlMCb  Ibo  biwBcsB  had  been  taken  aivay  I 


There  was  no  office  under  the  Crown  that 
required  more  unremitting  exertion,  or 
that  more  completely  absorbed  all  the  fa- 
culties both  of  body  and  mind  of  the  per- 
son who  held  it.  Adverting  to  an  (Ner- 
vation which  had  been  made,  on  the  office 
of  the  joint  paymasters  of  the  army,  he 
said,  Ihat  though  there  were  two  paymas- 
ters, there  was  only  one  salary ;  and 
though  he  himself  held  two  offices,  he 
could  oidy  draw  the  emoluments  of  one. 

Mr.  Vernon  said,  he  had  felt  it  his  duty 
to  support  the  properly  tax,  because  it  was 
an  economical  tax.  Having  supported 
that  tax  on  the  principle  of  economy,  it 
became  more  imperative  on  him  to  sup- 
port the  application  of  the  same  principle 
in  the  reduction  of  all  unnecessary  expen- 
diture. On  this  subject  the  country  had 
astrone  feeling,  and  it  was  of  great  impor- 
tance that  the  House  should  unite  the  af- 
fections of  the  country,  without  which 
their  strength  would  be  weakness-  It  waa 
unfair  to  contrast  the  great  reduction 
which  had  been  made  with  the  small  re- 
duction which  was  now  proposed.  They 
might  indeed  regret  that  the  reduction  was 
so  small,  but  it  was  not  the  less  their  duty 
to  attend  to  the  minutest  items.  Il  was  to 
be  recollecled  that  the  taxes  did  not  meet 
our  expenditure,  and  that  loans  must  bu 
raised  to  defray  any  increase  of  salaries. 


precated  the  ir 
gentlemen  who  were  the  subject  of  the 
motion.  At  least  these  gentlemen  might 
give  up  a  part  of  their  emuluniei)ls.  If  it 
was  admitted  that  the  labour  of  twelve 
hours  in  the  day  were  ade[[uatcly  paid  by 
a  salary  of  4000/-  a  year,  surely  the  labour 
of  six  hours  in  the  day  would  be  adequately 
paid  by  a  salary  of  3000/.  a  year. 
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Mr.  Brougham  observed,  that  eveiy  one 
^ho  had  heard  the  seosible  and  judicious 
observations  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  jiist  sat  down,  must  allow  that  he  had 
recommended  the  adoption  of  Uie  motion 
before  them  on  the  true  grounds  on  which 
it  ought  to  be  adopted.  He  trusted  that 
those  grounds  would  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  House.  It  was  exactly  on  matters 
such  as  these,  which  involved  the  princi- 
ple of  economy,  and  which  were  in  reality 
of  more  importance,  as  the  sum  was  tri- 
fling that  the  sentiments  of  parliament 
ought  to  be  distinctly  pronounced.  He 
had  been  anxious  to  offer  himself  to  the 
attention  of  the  House,  as  soon  as  he  heard 
the  defence  of  the  noble  lord,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  share  which  he  had  re- 
cently taken  in  a  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject, on  which  occasion  the  noble  lord 
desired  the  House  to  suspend  their  judg- 
ment, until  he  explained  the  transaction, 
or,  to  use  the  noble  lord's  own  words, 
*'  until  he  had  been  heard  in  his  defence." 
The  noble  lord's  explanation  had  now 
been  heard.  The  noble  lord  had  been 
heard  in  the  defence,  not  only  of  this  parti- 
cular measure,  but  of  the  general  conduct 
of  government  with  respect  to  matters  of 
retrenchment,  since  the  conclusion  of  the 
and  he  must  in  his  conscience  saj 


war 


that  to  a  more  lame  and  impotent  defence 
he  had  never  listened.  Although  the  no- 
ble lord  would  probably  give  no  credit  to 
the  assertion,  he  declared  that  he  had  at- 
tended to  the  noble  lord>  speech  with  the 
utmost  anxiety  for  its  success — not  in  de- 
fending the  transaction,  for  that  was  im- 
possible— but  in  explaininff  it  away  in  a 
manner  that  might  be  satisfactory.  He 
had  entertained  little  doubt  that  he  should 
hear  from  the  noble  lord  to-night,  afler 
the  decision  of  that  House  on  Monday 
last,  that  it  had  never  been  meant  perma- 
nently to  increase  the  salaries  in  question. 
But  not  SO;  no  such  explanation  was 
given  by  the  noble  lord ;  and  the  House 
were  told  that  it  was  necessary  in  time  of 
peace  to  raise  the  salaries  of  those  two 
public  officers,  in  spite  of  the  diminution 
of  their  labours,  and  in  spite  of  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  times. 

He  would  not  follow  the  noble  lord  into 
the  general  question  of  the  retrenchments 
which  it  seemed  had  lately  occupied  the 
attention  of  his  majesty's  government,  be- 
cause an  early  opportunity  would  occur 
for  caking  a  more  distinct  view  of  their 
extent  and  value.  But  even  at  the  pre- 
ct*nt  moment;  when  only  a  general  esti- 


mate of  those  retrenchments  had  been  ex* 
hibited  by  the  noble  lord,  an  estimate  in 
whidi  it  would  be  too  much  to  expect 
accuracy,  new  as  his  majesty's  ministers 
were  to  the  work,  and  unskilful  artists  as 
they  must  necessarily  be  upon  it ;  still,  in 
his  humble  opinion,  even  that  general  and 
inaccurate  estunate  called  for  one  or  two 
observations.  In  the  first  place,  the  noble 
lord  had  stated,  generally,  that  in  the  de- 
partment of  tlie  war  secretary  no  less  than 
seven  officers  had  been  dismissed,  besides 
an  under  secretary.  But  why  was  not  the 
office  itself  abolished  ?  It  had  been  created 
for  war  alone.  When,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, an  hon.  friend  of  his  had  moved  for 
its  abolition,  he  had  been  answered 
**  What !  would  you  abolish  this  office 
while  we  are  at  war,  while  the  duties  of  it 
are  so  important  and  so  numerous,  while 
the  contest  rages  from  one  extremity  of 
the  world  to  the  other,  while  expeditions 
are  preparing  for  the  West  Indies,  for  the 
Baltic,  for  Holland,  in  short,  for  all  parts 
of  the  world,  is  that  the  time  you  would 
adopt  for  closing  an  office  of  utility  so  ex- 
tensive ?*'  It  was  on  this  ground  that  his 
hon.  friend's  motion  was  rejected.  The 
inference  was,  that  at  the  close  of  the  war 
the  office  might  be  abolished  without  dis- 
advantage ;  and  he  confessed  that  he  had 
expected  to  hear,  when  tho  noble  lord  to 
night  opened  his  budget  of  retrenchments 
he  had,  perhaps  with  an  ignorant  impa- 
tience, expected  to  hear,  that  the  nrst 
article  would  be  to  cut  off  this  office, 
root  and  branch;  instead  of  which  the 
country  was  to  be  put  off  with  the 
reduction  of  seven  officers  and  an  under 
secretary. 

There  was  another  part  of  the  noble 
lord's  statement  on  which  he  wished  to 
say  a  few  words.  The  noble  lord  had 
talked  very  largely  of  tlie  reduction,  in 
the  admiralty,  of  several  clerks,  and— 
which  had  a  most  splendid  and  cheering 
sound — it  or  5000  office  bearers,  whose 
salaries  amounted  to  between  4  and 
500,000/.  This  certainly  looked  like 
doing  business.  But  it  turned  out  that 
these  4  or  5000  office  bearers  were  so 
many  artificers,  at  the  pay  of  a  shilling  a 
day  —  very  respectable  persons  indeed, 
much  more  respectable  than  many  indivi- 
duals serving  under  government,  who  did 
much  less  work  and  received  much  more 
emolument — but  still  mere  gangs  of  work- 
men employed  in  the  dock-yards !  Why, 
the  war  Deing  at  an  end,  those  artificers 
must  be  disdiarged*    Was  it  to  be  sup'^ 
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of  two  officers  whose  duties  nere  ui^nt 
only  during  a  time  of  aclii'e  war.  Th« 
noble  lord  liad  made  maoy  remarks  on 
the  mode  in  wliicU  this  question  had 
been  brought  forward.  The  answer  was, 
that  it  was  enough  for  the  Hou^  to  dis< 


Dosed  that  they  were  to  go  on  making 
blocks,  and  forging  anchors,  aod  twisting 
ropes  ?  Their  discharge  was  indispenssble; 
and  yet  it  formed  more  than  four  pans  in 
five  of  the  noble  lord's  boasted  and  pa- 
raded retrenchments!  The  war  being  at 
nn  end,  government  with  all  their  disposi- 
tion to  maintain  large  establishments, 
could  find  no  shadow  of  excuse  for  retain- 
ing those  men,  and  then  they  took  great 
credit  for  discharging  tliem !  The  charge 
which  be  made  against  the  noble  lord  was 
—not  merely  as  it  had  been  sdid  on  a  re- 
cent night,  that  with  one  hand  he  created 
new  otttcea  and  increased  the  lalaries  of 
the  old  ones,  while  with  the  other  he  cut 
off  the  offices  which  the  termination  of 
the  war  had  rendered  unnecessary — but 
that  with  both  hands,  with  might  and 
maio,  the  noble  lord  increased  the  num- 
ber of  new  offices,  and  the  salaries  of  the 
old ;  and  that  with  neither  hand  he  cut  off 
any  office  for  the  continuance  of  which  it 
was  possible  to  advance  any  pretext,  how- 
ever trifling  or  absurd— [Hear,  hear!]. 
Such  was  the  amount  of  the  credit  which 
his  majesty's  ministers  deserved  for  their 
operations  in  retrenchment.  In  the  case 
to  which  he  had  jutt  alluded,  it  appeared 
that  5000  out  of  the  53(10  abolitions  were 
produced  by  the  dismissal  of  artificers, 
aa&  that  above  400,000/.  of  the  500,000/. 
saved  to  the  country,  arnse  from  tlie  ces- 
taiion  of  their  wages.  What  an  attempt 
was  this  to  deceivei^if  he  might  u«e  the 
cxprewioo — to  gull,  to  blind  parliament 
Mid  the  country — [Hear,  hear!]. 

There  was  still  another  topic  that  de- 
served to  be  noticed — the  commissariat. 
The  noble  lord  boasted,  that  100  or  150 
clerks  had  been  cut  off  from  this  depart- 
ment. But  was  it  possible  that  they 
could  be  retained  I  In  the  peninsula  they 
were  of  great  utility,  but  to  talk  of  keep- 
ing them  up  now  would  be  ridicuIouB. 
The  result  of  the  noble  lord's  magnificent 
statement,  therefore,  was,  that  two  or 
three  dozen  ofBees  had  been  abolifhed, 
which  there  was  no  shadow  of  a  pretext 
for  retaining,  and  40  or  50,1)00/.  a  year 
saved,  wliich  there  was  no  shadow  of  a 
pretext  for  paying.  And  this  was  what 
the  public  were  to  get  as  the  rideraption 
on  Ine  part  of  his  majesty's  ^vcrnment 
of  their  pledge  of  economy  and  retrench- 
loeni  [Hear,  hear!]. 

He  now  came  to  the  consideration  of 

the  question  before   the  House,  namely, 

the   increase— for   so    it   was— during    a 

tine  of  profound  peaiWi  of  the  eolaries 
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one  questTOD  at  once.  When  they 
should  have  disposed  of  the  question  be* 
fore  them,  as  he  hoped  and  believed  they 
would  dispose  of  it,  there  would  be 
ample  time  to  enter  on  the  iovestigatioft 
of  the  other  retrenchments  that  were  tie* 
cessary,  and  to  argue  and  determioe  tba 
principle  on  which  those  retrenchments 
should  proceed.  At  present  no  man  could 
doubt  the  nature  ol  the  question  before 
them.  It  was  simply  this — whetlier  Mr 
Croker  [he  had  a  right,  although  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  a  member  of  that  Hodm, 
to  name  him  when  he  spoke  of  him  io  hit 
official  and  not  in  his  legislative  capacity] 
and  Mr.  Barrow,  the  two  secretaries  M 
the  admiralty,  should  have  an  increase  of 
salary,  the  one  of  1,000/.  in  addition  to 
3,000/,  the  other  of  500/.  in  addition  to 
1,500/.  J  And  this  too  at  a  time  when 
every  article  of  life  was  diminished  in 
price  30  or  40  per  cent,  when  compared 
with  it?  price  two  or  three  years  ago. 
The  right  hon.  tlie  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer shook  his  bead  at  this.  It  waa 
true  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  argued 
that  this  depreciation  would  not  be  per- 
manent. But  why  raise  the  salaries  of 
these  gentlemen  while  it  continued  [Hear, 
hear!]  >  The  argument  of  the  right  hon, 
gentleman  was,  that  although  it  was  true 
that  the  prices  of  the  articles  of  life  were 
less  than  when  sir  Evan  Nepean  was  se- 
cretory, and  that  Mr.  Croker  could  there- 
fore live  more  cheaply  than  sir  Evan  Ne- 
pean, yet  that,  for  aught  the  House  knew, 
this  depreciation  was  temporary,  and  that 
three  or  four  years  hence  things  might  be 
in  a  very  dlfierent  situation.  His  first 
answer  was,  that  it  was  true  they  might 
be  so,  and  then  Mr.  Croker  would  be  in 
the  same  situation  as  that  in  which  sir 
Evan  Nepean  had  been.  Why  should  he 
be  in  a  better  ?  The  character,  the  abili- 
ties, and  the  industry  of  sir  Evan  Nepean 
were  well  known.  They  had  been  proved 
by  those  dispatches,  evincing  transcen- 
dent talents,  which  he  had  written,  and 
by  that  indefatigable  labour  which  ha  had 
undergone  in  the  early  period  of  the  late 
war,  when  it  raged  in  every  part  of  the 
world.  His  duties  had  indeed  absorbed 
the  faculties  of  his  body  and  mind.  He 
had  Gcatcel;  enjoyed  tbe  bleuioga  of  reM^ 


493]    Salaries  of  the  Secreiariei  qfthe  AdmiraUjf.    MiiRCH  20,  1816. 


[49* 


sleeping  odIv  three  or  four  hours  out  of 
the  twenty-four,  and  hardly  ever  breathing 
any  atmosphere  but  that  of  his  office. 
And  for  all  this  sir  Evan  Nepean  enjoyed 
only  that  4»000/.  a  year  to  which  it  was 
proposed  to  raise  Mf.  Croker's  salary  in 
time  of  peace.  His  next  answer  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was,  why  raise  Mr. 
Croker's  salary,  until  the  rise  in  the  arti- 
cles of  necessary  consumption  ?  Let  him 
wait  until,  contrary  to  every  expectation 
at  the  present  moment,  the  price  of  those 
articles  should  return  to  what  it  was  tliree 
or  four  years  ago.  The  only  object  of  the 
proposition  was  to  put  so  much  money 
into  Mr.  Croker's  pocket,  at  the  public 
expense.  It  was  a  most  profligate  and 
scandalous  waste  of  the  public  money. 
It  was  a  most  profligate  and  scandalous 
job  [Hear,  hear!].  It  was  a  job  of  which 
every  man  in  the  country  who  paid  taxes 
had  a  right  to  cry  out  to  parliament  for 
the  punishment,  or,  at  least,  for  the  cen- 
sure [Hear,  hear!].  In  this  declaration 
he  desired  to  be  understood,  as  not  intend- 
ing the  slightest  disrespect  to  the  two 
gentlemen — he  did  not  mean  the  noble 
lord  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  for 
they  were  the  advisers  and  the  accomplices 
in  the  transaction  [A  laugh]  ;  but  he  dis- 
claimed casting  any  imputation  on  Mr. 
Croker  and  Mr.  Barrow.  The  noble  lord 
had  exculpated  the  one,  by  declaring, 
that  so  far  was  he  from  having  procured 
this  job,  that  he  had  manifested  the  utmost 
repugnance  to  it  He  confessed  that  he 
tliought  it  would  have  been  much  to  the 
hon.  gentleman's  honour  had  he  gone  a 
step  further — had  he  completely  refused 
to  accept  the  profiered  advantage  [Hear, 
hear !].  No  force,  even  of  his  majesty's 
government,  could  have  compelled  the 
hon.  gentleman  to  accept  a  salary  to  which 
he  did  not  conceive  himself  entitled ;  and 
it  would  certainly  have  been  more  cre< 
ditable  to  him  had  he  shown  himself  more 
stout  and  determined  on  the  subject,  in- 
stead of  having  evinced  merely  that  coy- 
ness which  had  not  deterred  nis  friends 
from  the  adoption  of  the  course  that  they 
had  pursued.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Barrow, 
he  stood  in  some  respects  in  a  different 
situation  front  Mr.  Croker.  Mo  man 
could  have  a  greater  respect  for  Mr. 
Barrow,  knowing  him  only  as  a  public 
man,  than  himself.  He  was  a  man  of 
creat  abilities  and  extensive  acquirements. 
But  his  office  was  not  one  of^  necessary 
continuance.  If  he  was  rightly  uiformed, 
it  bad  never  existed  before  the  naval  ad- 


ministration of  earl  Spencer.  The  country 
ought  naturally  to  look  therefore  to  tlie 
immediate  abolition  of  the  oiRce  altogether, 
the  gentlemen  who  held  it  during  the  war 
bein^  allowed  to  retire  with  an  adequate 
pension  ;  instead  of  which  this  new,  and 
at  present  useless  office,  was  to  have  the 
salary  attached  to  it  increased  by  5001,  a 
year!  At  any  rate,  why  the  increased 
During  the  peace  of  Amiens  the  salair  of 
Mr.  Barrow  s  office  was  1,500/.,  the  salary 
of  Mr.  Croker's  was  S,000/.  What  di& 
ference  was  there  between  the  circum* 
stances  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  and  the 

Seace  of  Paris,  which  should  make  any 
ifference  of  salary  necessary,  except  the 
circumstance  that  the  peace  of  Paris  was 
likely  to  be  more  lasting  than  the  peace 
of  Amiens  ?  These  were  the  difficulties 
against  which  the  noble  lord  had  to  con* 
tend  in  reconciling  the  country  to  this 
measure.  Hitherto  no  semblance  of  ex« 
planation  had  been  uttered.  It  had  indeed 
been  said,  that  when  gentlemen  were 
taken  from  private  life,  and  placed  in 
official  situations  to  which  all  their  time 
was  devoted,  it  was  hard  suddenly  to  re* 
duce  the  emoluments  to  which  they  were 
accustomed.  This  might  be  hard  upoa 
Mr.  Barrow,  who,  if  he  remained  in  office^ 
would  not  go  out  with  a  change  in  the 
general  administration.  But  it  was  not  so 
with  Mr.  Croker,  whose  official  situation 
was  of  such  a  nature,  that  if  the  adminia* 
tration  were  to  be  changed  to-morrow,  he^ 
poor  man,  must  go  out  of  office  with  the 
rest,  and  without  having  any  claim  for  a 
permanent  salary ! 

He  would  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
amount  of  the  proposed  sum.  Afler  many 
discussions  on  the  subject,  they  had  at 
length  got  the  noble  lord  to  say  that  he 
would  not  object  to  any  retrenchment  on 
the  ground  of  its  being  of  inconsiderable 
amount.  He  (Mr.  Brougham)  was  fiur 
from  undervaluing  the  amount  of  the  sum 
which  it  was  in  this  case  so  desirable  to 
retrench.  One  thousand  a  year,  thoueh 
it  might  appear  trifling  by  the  side  of  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  and  millions  of  o^r 
expenditure,  was  a  sum,  the  wringing  of 
which  from  those  who  had  to  pay  the 
taxes  in  this  country  was  in  many  cases  a 
most  distressing  operation.  That  1,0004 
was  half  the  sum  which  by  the  army 
estimates  appeared  to  be  the  whole 
amount  annually  paid  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  brave  soldiers  who  had 
fallen  in  battle  THear,  hear !]  ;  2,000^.  a 
year  to  the  familiQi  of  all  those  who  had 


fi>ught  the  battles  of  their  country,  and 
1,000/.  a  V'-'ar  to  ilie  lion,  gentleman  »bo 
had  onlj'  f(iu):lit  the  buttles  of  those  mi- 
nislert  on  whom  pHrliaincac  had  pro- 
nounced their  0|iiiiiuri,  and  recorded  it  by 
their  vote  of  Monday  last  [Hear,  hear!]  i 
lOL  a  year  to  tlie  widow  and  orphans  of  a 
gallant  vetcrnn,  and  1,000/.  a  year  to  a 
court  favourite  [Hear,  hearl] !  Good 
God !  would  the  House  lieflilate  for  a  mo- 
ment in  coming  to  a  vole  which  should 
mark  tlicir  reprobation  of  such  a  scan- 
flaioiu  transactioii,  and  prevent  a  repeti- 
tion of  it  [Hear,  hear  I]  1 

or  tbe  motion  proposed  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  he  cordially  approved,  not  only 
becauK  the  «un)  to  which  it  related  was 
considerable,  when  compared  with  that  al' 
lotted  to  tbe  relief  of  the  families  of  those 
who  had  to  nobly  served  the  state, — not 
only  because  the  imposition  of  it  would 
augment  the  misery  of  those  who  must  be 
taxed  for  its  production,  not  only  because 
tor  that  pur|)osc  (as  appeared  from  tin 
■     table)  ill  ■  ■    ■ 
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no  my.  If  that  profession  meant  any 
thing,  let  it  be  proved  by  the  vote  of  that 
nigbi.  If  the  House  should  agree,  as  he 
hoped  they  would,  to  the  motion  which 
an  hon.  menaber  had  so  properly  made, 
tbcy  would  acquire  the  lasliitg  gratitude 
of  the  country.  They  would  fi>r  ever 
deter  all  persons  in  authority  from  st|uan- 
dering  the  public  money.  They  would 
shew  that  no  court  favour  could  avail  any 
man  a  penny,  much  less  avail  him  lOOOf. 
a  yean  and  that  to  entitle  any  one  to 
public  remuneration,  be  must  be  actively 
serving  the  public,  and  oat  be  the  indolent 
holder  of  an  office  kept  in  existence  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  continuing  to  liim  iti 
salary  [Hear,  hear].  He  repeated,  that 
if  the  House  consented  to  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  member,  who  deserved  £0 
well  of  the  public  by  bis  having  given  par- 
liament an  opportunity  to  pronounce  their 
opinion  on  this  question,  they  would  be 
indeed  entitled  to  the  confirmed  gratitude 
of  the  country.  They  would  prove  that 
it  was  loo  late  to  allow  a  sysicm  of  blind 
and  profligate  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  founded,  not  on  the  public  exi- 
gency, but  on  court  favouritism  alono,  to 
continue  for  a  single  hour  [  Hear,  hear  IJ. 
He  would  have  those  who  had  access  to 
persons  in  high  stations  remember  what 
had  taken  place  in  former  days.  It  was 
not  by  squandering  one  sum,  it  was  not 
by  the  commission  of  one  profligate  act, 
it  was  by  the  general  determination  not 
to  regard  that  universal  voice  from  one 
end  of  the  island  to  the  other,  which 
loudly  cried  for  retrenchment  in  the 
smallest  as  well  as  in  the  greatest  of  tbe 
national  expenses — it  was  tbe  turning  of  a 
deaf  hear  to  that  an  ful  voice  of  tbe  people, 
which  proclaimed  "  there  is  no  such  thing 
in  England  at  present  as  a  tri6ing  or  an 
inconsiderable  extravagance." — this  was 
the  conduct  that  threatened  tbe  most 
fatal  consequences  [Hear,  hearij.  .^luch 
better  would  it  be  to  listen  to  that  soleiim 
voice,  than  to  build  monuments  to  the 
descendanta  of  the  victims  of  legitimacy 
[Hear,  hcar.hcar!].  Much  betterwould 
it  be,  instead  of  doing  honour  to  that 
family,  to  profit  by  its  example  [Hear, 
hear,  hear!];  to  recollect  that  by  thwart- 
ing the  prejudices,  oppoMog  the  wishes, 
and  pressing  on  th^  sore  places  of  this 
nation,  they  were  at  length  ousted  from 
its  throne  [Hear,  hear,  liear!].  And  yet 
their  conduct  was  cumparativfly  harmless 
and  innocent.  They  were  in  a  great 
measure  betrayed  b^  the  tenderness  of 


il  might  be  necessary 
(chequer  processes,  in 
order  to  sell  the  wretched  goods  and  fur- 
niture of  the  unhappy  beings  against  whom 
they  were  directed,  and  thus  to  force  from 
them  their  last  shilling — not  on  those 
grounds  alone  did  he  approve  of  the  mo- 
tion :  he  opproved  of  it  because  the  sum 
ID  itself  was  so  small,  and  because  he 
wished  the  House  to  record  their  opinion 
with  respect  to  it  [Hear,  hear!].  Should 
he  tell  the  House  why  lie  wiiilied  this? 
He  wished  it,  because  it  would  be  a  pledge 
to  the  country  that  no  larger  extravagance, 
that  no  more  momentous  profligacy,  would 
be  permuted,  nhen  it  was  found  that  a 
minor  profusion  like  that  now  before  them 
could  not,  in  a  time  like  the  present, 
escape  the  ju?t  and  virtuous  indignation 
of  the  Commons  of  England  [Hear, 
bear'].  That  House  was  indeed,  in  an 
awful  situation.  All  eyes  in  the  country 
were  fixed  upon  them.  They  were  fixed 
upon  them  with  gratitude  for  their  con- 
duct on  Monday— -with  solicitude  for  their 
future  conduct.  Above  all  was  the  nation 
anxious  that  parliament  should  not  take 
fright  at  what  they  had  done  on  that  day; 
aad  that  those  who  bad  then  discharged 
their  duty  should  not,  under  the  influence 
of  a  weak  apprehension,  endeavour  to 
make  up  for  their  firmness  on  that  occasion 
by  eubicquunt  obsequiousness  and  acqui- 
escence [Hear,  hear!].  It  had  been 
again,  and  again,  and  again  said,  that  the 
pr^entwas  l£e  tune  for  the  strictest  eco- 
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their  conicienceiy  by  the  nicety  of  their 
religious  scruplet.  Far  otherwise  must 
those  be  estimated  wlio  entertained  no 
scruples  of  religion,  who  experienced  no 
tenderness  of  conscience ;  who,  in  utter 
disregard  of  the  feelings  of  an  oppressed 
and  insulted  nation,  proceeded  from  one 
wasteful  expenditure  to  another ;  who  de- 
corated and  crowded  their  houses  with  the 
splendid  results  of  their  extravagance, 
who  associated  with  the  most  profligate 
of  human  beings;  who,  when  the  gaols 
were  filled  with  wretches,  could  not  sus- 
pend for  a  moment  their  thoughtless 
amusements,  to  end  the  sad  suspense  be- 
tween life  and  death ;  who,  alone,  or  sur- 
rounded only  by  an  establishment  of  mer- 
cenaries, and  unable  to  trust  to  the  at- 
tachment of  the  nation  for  their  security, 
yet  desired  the  House  of  Commons  to  en- 
able them  to  lavish  on  their  favourites 
the  money  extracted  from  the  pockets  of 
the  suffering  people  of  England  [Loud 
cries  of  Hear,  hear,  hear !]. 

Mr.  Peel  expressed  his  persuasion,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  the 
House  on  the  salaries  in  question,  whether 
they  might  think  them  too  large  or  too 
small,  there  must  be  but  one  general  feel- 
ing of  indignation  at  the  unfounded 
charges,  at  the  unjust  imputations,  at  the 
unfair  and  invidious  comparisons  made  by 
tlie  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  between 
the  amount  of  those  salaries  and  objects 
with  which  they  had  no  kind  of  connexion 
[Loud  cries  of  Hear,  hear!].  He  re- 
peated the  terms  '*  unfounded  charges" 
and  <<  unjust  imputations ;"  because  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  after  having 
heard  from  his  noble  friend  (he  would 
never  have  heard  it  from  his  hon.  friend) 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  wiiihes  of  his 
hon.  friend  to  have  this  salary  permanently 
attached  to  iiis  office,  had  nevertheless 
proceeded  to  characterise  the  transaction 
as  a  scandalous  job— [Hear,  hear  !]•  He 
repeated,  that  it  was  a  most  .unfair  iosi- 
nuacion  to  characterise  the  transaction  as 
a  scandalous  job,  or  as  proceeding  from 
any  considerations  of  court  favour  [Hear, 
hear,  hear  1].  In  the  commencement  of 
his  speech,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  professed  having  listened  to  his 
noble  friend  with  an  anxious  wish  to  be 
satisfied,  and  had  intimated  that  he  should 
have  been  highly  rejoiced  if  administra- 
tion had  been  able  to  stand  on  hish  ground 
on  this  subject.  Had  he  not  heard  this 
declaration,  he  confessed,  that  if  he  had 
been  desired  to  name  the  man  in  the 
A  (  VOL.  XXXIIL  ) 


House  to  whom  such  a  discorery  would 
have  been  more  painful  than  to  any  other, 
it  would  have  been  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  on  whom  he  should  have  fixed^ 
rrom  the  whole  tenour  of  that  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  conduct  and  argu- 
ments—from the  feeling  with  which  he 
received  every  remission  of  taxation  on 
the  part  of  his  majesty's  government— 
from  the  unaccountable  (he  was  bound 
not  to  say  intentional)  misrepresentations 
which  continually  fell  from  him — and  from 
a  variety  of  other  circumstances,  he  should 
certainly  have  •considered  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  as  the  last  man  in  that 
House  to  whom  any  retrenchment  pro- 
posed by  his  majesty's  ministers,  and  cal- 
culated to  entitle  them  to  claim  the  public 
approbation,  would  have  proved  satisfise* 
tory  or  agreeable.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  said,  that  the  question  was 
whether  or  not  1000/.  a  year  should  bo 
added  to  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the 
admiralty.  If  that  was  the  question  it 
would  be  infinitely  more  proper  to  nost- 

Cone  it  until  the  navy  estimates  should  bo 
efore  the  House.  The  hon.  mover  had 
fallen  into  the  error  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  in  comparing  these  salaries 
with  the  rewards  to  those  to  whom  no 
salaries  could  sufficiently  testify  the  na- 
tional gratitude— our  gallant  defenders^ 
It  was  impossible  to  estimate  military 
services  by  pecuniary  considerations* 
There  was  something  in  the  profession  of 
arms— something  in  the  nobleness  of  per« 
sonal  devotion—something  in  the  imny^ 
nent  danger  incurred — something  in  the 
nature  of  the  glory  a()quired  that  mocked 
all  attempt  at  compensation  by  money« 
[Hear,  hear!].  If  it  were  possible  so  to 
reward  deeds  of  heroism,  the  debts  of  that 
nature  due  by  this  country,  it  would  not 
be  in  the  power  of  the  most  wealthy  and 
the  most  liberal  nation  in  the  universe  to 
discharge.  But,  because  the  nature  and 
extent  of  military  service  prevented  them 
from  being  thus  rewarded,  ought  the  civ3 
servants  of  the  country  to  be  excluded 
from  just  remuneration  ?  An  hon.  gentle- 
man had  said,  that  if  such  a  sum  was 
an  adequate  compensation  for  twelve 
hours  labour  in  the  day,  such  another 
sum  would  be  an  adequate  compen- 
sation for  six  hours  labour  in  the  day. 
True — according  to  the  rule  of  three. 
But  he  was  sure  the  House  would  not  be 
of  opinion  that  the  number  of  honrs  em- 
ployed ou^ht  to  foe  the  criterion  of  the 
salary  that  should  be  received*  The-  Gon« 
(2K) 
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tidence  reposed  in  the  officer — the  nature 
of  the  duties  enlrusled  to  him — the  ah- 
Etraction  from  otiier  avocatiooB  in  life,  to 
which  he  cmild  never  return — all  the«e 
circumslancea  were  to  be  considered  in 
the  appointment  of  the  lalar^.  The  order 
in  council  which  had  been  issued  on  this 
■ubject  was  necessary,  but  depended  for 
its  confirmation  on  the  sanction  of  the 
House.  The  question  before  them  in- 
volved this  principle — whether  the  salaries 
of  public  offices  ouyht  to  be  lower  in  time 
of  peace  than  in  time  of  var  I  If  thtit 
principle  were  to  be  established,  why 
was  it  to  be  acted  upon  with  respect  to 
the  admiralty  alone  ?  It  was  always  very 
difficult  to  say  what  waa  the  exact  amount 
of  salary  commensurate  with  the  duties 
af  any  official  situation-  Nothing,  how- 
ever, could  be  more  disadvantageous  to 
the  country,  than  to  reduce  those  salaries 
Eo  much,  as  to  prevent  the  offices  from 
being  held  by  any  persons  who  had  not 
also  private  fortunes.  Nothing  could  be 
so  aristocratic  in  its  tendency,  as  to  deny 
to  public  officers  a  salary,  not  merely  equal 
to  their  current  expenses,  but  which  should 
enable  them  eventually  to  retire  from  the 

Sublic  service  with  comfort  and  indepea- 
ence. 
Mr.  Tiemeij  said,  that  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion  two  questions  had  been 
brought  before  the  House :  first,  whether 
it  was  right  lo  increase  the  salaries  of 
persons  composing  the  different  revenue 
boards^  Secondly,  whether  it  was  right 
to  augment  the  salaries  of  the  two  secre- 
taries of  the  admiralty,  according  to  the 
order  in  council?  Upon  the  first  it  was 
unnecessary,  at  present,  to  call  fur  the 
opinion  of  parliament :  but,  upon  the  se- 
cond, loo  early  a  decision  could  not  be 
had.  Never  had  a  more  extraordinary 
speech  than  thai  of  the  noble  lord  been 
heard  within  the  walls  of  parliament  i  and 
never  had  any  speech  obtained  a  more 
extraordinary  reception.  The  noble  loi-d 
had  commeaced  with  vehemently  depre- 
cating all  clamour,  with  his  usual  design 
of  exciting  it  among  his  friends.     The 

Eurposc,  however,  had  completely  failed; 
)r  wbile  the  noble  lord  nas  clamouring 
against  clamour,  the  gentlemen  who  sat 
near  him  observed  a  most  melancholy  and 
disheartening  silence.  The  silence  was 
most  profound,  and  gave  a  fine  opportu- 
nity for  the  display  of  the  muticaft 
of  the  noble  lord's  voice.  Thus  defeated 
by  his  own  partisans,  the  noble  lord  then 
weir  liintelf  upoa  bit  cWactet :  no  lofiat 


promote  the  oimopt  economy.  But  itill 
the  same  awful  silence  was  preserved. 
Mr.  Tieroey  said,  he  had  seen  unfortunate 
persons  on  their  trial  at  the  Old  Bailer, 
and  (he  noble  lord's  situation  was  scarcely 
less  deplorable  or  pitiable  [Hear,  and  a 
laugh].  The  poor  culprit,  driven  to  his 
defence,  called  witnesses  to  character — ao 
did  the  noble  lord,  hut  none  of  them  an- 
swered !  His  next  step  still  kept  up  ibe 
parallel ;  for  in  the  extremity  of  his  case 
lie  had  proceeded  to  read  a  long  paper, 
not  baring  any  counsel  to  assist  (aawa* 
most  unhappily  too  often  the  situation  of 
tlie  noble  lord),  in  which  he  endeavoured 
to  show,  in  the  teeth  of  all  the  evidence, 
not  only  that  he  was  not  guilty,  but  that 
he  was  the  most  ill-used  man  that  had 
ever  appeared  at  the  bar.  As  for  eco- 
nomy,  the  noble  lord  asserted  in  his  paper 
that  it  bad  been  the  object  of  his  life  ;  that 
he  had  lived  under  various  masters  in 
different  places,  giving  universal  satisfac- 
tion, and  evincing  an  unceasing  anxiety 
to  save  to  the  uttermost  farthing.  Next 
he  set  forth  the  expenses  he  had  spared 
his  employers,  and  those  that  be  had 
intended  to  have  spared  them,  if  he  had 
been  allowed  to  continue  in  service ;  and 
it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  noble  lord 
had    never  shown   any  great  anxiety  to 

Suit  a  good  place  in  which  he  was  mice 
rmly  seated  [Hear,  and  a  laugh]. 
The  prisoner  at  ilic  Old  Bailey  usually 
followed  his  nsaertions  with  a  statement  of 
facts— most  probably  false;  and  the  noble 
lord  had  entered  into  a  detail  most  cer- 
tainly incomprehensible,  concluding  with 
large  promises  of  future  good  behaviour, 
customary  with  persons  in  the  deplorable 
situation  of  being  put  upon  their  trial.— 
But  to  proceed  more  seriously  to  the  sul>- 
jec(  of  debate,  hu  begged  to  advert  to  the 
reasons  urged  for  augmenting  the  salaries 
of  the  commissioners  of  customs  and  ex- 
cise. The  noble  lord  had  stated,  that 
urgent  requests  for  ihii  purpose  bad  been 
made  since  1806,  and  that  they  ought  now 
to  be  granted  in  consideration  of  long  and 
meritorious  services ;  but,  upon  inquiry,  it 
would  probably  be  found  that  those  who 
filled  the  offices  ten  years  ago  were  dead, 
and  then  where  were  the  long  and  meri- 
torious services  of  their  successors  ?  The 
House  would  recollect,  also,  that  the  re> 
tiring  pension  was  regulated  by  the  amount 
of  salary,  and  that  to  these  places  was 
•ttaciiM  ui  extefisive  patronage,  which  ia 
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trudi  was  the  reason  for  the  increase. 
Undoubtedly  patronage  was  valuable ; 
but  this  was  the  first  time  it  had  been 
aTOwedljr  measured  out  as  worth  so  many 
hundreds  sterling.  In  the  tirst  place  A, 
on  retiring,  was  to  have  a  pension  because 
ba  lost  the  patronage ;  and  B,  who  suc- 
ceeded him,  was  to  have  an  increased 
salary  because  he  took  it :  and  yet  the 
noble  lord  had  gravely  desired  the  House 
not  to  take  any  alarm,  but  to  leave  all 
matters  to  his  direction,  and  he  would 
save  as  much  money  as  possible.  This 
subject,  however,  was  not  now  to  be  de- 
termined; but  in  the  mean  time  he  re- 
quested gentlemen  to  make  inquiries,  more 
especially  into  the  additional  labours 
which  formed  the  excuse  for  this  aug- 
mentation. Upon  the  immediate  question 
—the  salaries  of  the  principal  secretary  of 
the  admiralty,  and  or  a  most  respectable 
individual,  Mr.  Barrow,  the  under  secre- 
larj— it  was  objected,  that  the  discussion 
could  more  properly  be  entered  upon  in 
the  committee  of  supply,  and  a  precedent 
of  the  pavmastership  of  widows  pensions 
(the  abolition  of  which  appeared  by  none 
of  the  documents  upon  the  table)  had 
been  cited  as  an  authority.  He  could  not 
help  thinking  that  the  question  now  came 
most  fairly  to  issue,  and  taking  it  up  in 
this  early  stage  would  be  an  evidence  to 
the  country  of  the  anxiety  of  the  House 
to  watch  even  the  most  trifling  disburse- 
ment. It  was  true  that  the  order  in 
council  originated  in  a  similar  proceeding 
when  earl  Spencer  was  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty  in  1800;  at  that  time  the  secre- 
tary of  the  admiralty  was  paid  by  fees, 
which  in  war  amounted  to  12  or  14,000/. 
per  annum,  though  in  peace  they  were 
less.  The  committee  on  the  fees  of  offices 
in  1786  had  recommended  that  a  fixed 
war  salary  of  3,000/.  a  year,  and  a  peace 
salary  of  2,000/.,  should  be  given  instead 
of  all  fees;  but  earl  Spencer,  thinking  that 
pay  inadequate,  had  raised  each  of  them 
1 ,000/.,  and  thus  tliey  had  remained  esta- 
blished until  the  present  moment.  It  was 
a  mistake,  therefore,  to  state  that  the 
fixed  emolument  was  4,000/.  a  yenr,  un- 
less it  were  supposed  that  we  should  be  in 
a  state  of  perpetual  hostilities :  1 ,000/.  a 
year  had  been  added  only  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  heavier  duties,  but  the  actual 
Amount  of  salary  was  only  S,000/.  a  year, 
because  it  was  fair  to  suppose,  that  the 
country  would  enjoy  more  of  the  blessings 
of  peace  than  it  would  endure  the  calami- 
ties of  war.    At  the  peace  of  Amiens 


(contrary  to  the  assertions  of  some  hem* 
gentlemen)  sir  £van  Nepean  had  received 
only  3,000/.  a  year,  with  perfect  satisfac- 
tion :  and  had  he  wished  to  augment  it, 
he  must  have  removed  the  then  first  lord 
of  the  admiralty,  earl  St.  Vincent,  who 
would  never  have  given  his  consent- 
though  the  noble  lord  now  holding  thai 
high  station  felt  no  such  difficulty.  Soon 
afterwards  the  board  of  naval  inquiry  was 
appointed,  and  it  was  followed  by  the 
commission  of  revision,  instituted  for  the 
express  purpose  of  undoing  what  their 
predecessors  had  done.  That  commission 
was  in  fact  a  mere  party  manosuvre  to  de- 
feat necessary  and  wholesome  rcsulationi. 
Of  course,  when  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty wished  to  recommend  an  increase  of 
salary,  they  resorted  to  the  report  of  this 
commission ;  and  in  doing  so,  tney  had  set 
out  their  own  reasons  for  the  present  aug- 
mentation, namely,  that  those  who  devoted 
their  whole  time  to  their  arduous  functions 
in  war,  were  entitled  to  pensions  on  re- 
tiring from  office.  Tin's  argument  might 
apply  to  some  poor  clerk  in  the  office  who 
had  no  other  means  of  gaining  his  suste- 
nance, but  could  not  apply  to  tho  two 
secretaries ;  for  even  if  the  admiralty  were 
burnt  to  the  ground,  or  their  offices  anni- 
hilated in  any  other  way,  the  one  in  verse« 
and  the  other  in  prose,  would  be  able,  no 
doubty  to  gain  a  very  handsome  livelihood 
[Hear  I  and  a  laugh].  The  lords  of  the 
admiralty  in  their  representation  alsa 
stated,  that  the  business  of  the  two  office!  ' 
had  not  much  lessened  since  the  restora- 
tion of  tranquillity;  that  circumstance,* it 
was  admitted,  therefore,  was  to  be  con- 
sidered: and  if  the  expenditure  of  the 
department  was  reduced  from  27  to  7 
millions,  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that 
however  sleepless  the  nights  of  the  secre- 
taries might  hitherto  have  been,  they 
would  now  be  able  to  enjoy  a  welcome^ 
repose.  The  principal  secretary,  it  ap« 
peared,  was  very  un wiling  that  the  in- 
crease should  be  made  upon  his  account; 
but  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  soon  set  him 
right :  they  told  him  that  it  was  not  on 
his  account— for,  said  they,  **  if  we  allow 
this  obstinate  gentleman  to  escape  from 
receiving  1,000/.  a  year,  God  knows  what 
may  happen  to  us — we,  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty,  shall  soon  be  attacked;  there- 
fore vou,  Mr.  Secretary,  as  a  good  and 
faithnil  servant,  must  not  consider  your 
own  character,  but  the  advantage  of  your 
masters,  and  you  must  pocket  up  the 
1)000/.  m  order  that  we  may  retain  ours«" 
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It  was  rather  eingular  that  an  adiniaigtrft- 
tion  amking  such  proressions  of  economy 
(hould,  the  moment  they  found  a  moo 
Bhfl  refused  1,000/.  of  tlie  public  money, 
compel  iiim  to  accept  ii.  This  refractory 
secretary  seemed  lo  have  given  them  much 
trouble  i  for  perceiving  tliat  he  was  se- 
lioui  (a  fact  they  could  scarcely  credit), 
ibev  ran  directly  to  their  ncighhours,  the 
lords  of  the  treasury,  to  require  immediate 
sstistance,  for  a  nev  mutiny  had  broken 
out  in  the  navy,  and  they,  or  their  salaries, 
were  in  immediate  danger  [Continued 
laughter  and  cheers].  The  lords  of  the 
treasury  lake  the  alarm.  "  God  bleas  u«," 
■ay  they, "  we  shall  be  the  next  to  suSer — 
the  country  will  take  the  alarm,  and  \ic 
•4mI1  all  be  reduced."  A  couucil  of  war 
upon  ttie  public  purae  vns  instantly  held 
~^ui  order  in  council  was  issued,  and  the 
unfortunate  secretary,  for  his  rebellious 
diapositiun  in  wishing  to  save  the  mooey 
of  an  oppressed  iiatioo,  was  punished — by 
being  compelled  to  accept  the  l.OCKV. 
[Hear,  hear!].  Did  mioisters  really 
imagine  that  the  country  would  be  thus 
imposed  upon  ?  Were  they  aware  of  the 
miserable  Hgure  tliey  would  cut  in  the 
public  eye  by  this  deplorable  contrivance  \ 
All  men  ought  to  talie  the  alarm  at  this 
cxpoBUlc  of  a  deliberate  system — he  would 
not  say  of  extravagance,  but — of  resist- 
ance to  every  thing  that  looked  like  ecO' 
nomy,  or  the  diminution  of  the  salaries  of 
persons  who  had  now  little  or  no  duties  to 
perform.  The  whole  administration  made 
common  cause  against  the  country  on  the 
Bul^ect  of  expenditure.  All  men  must 
admit  that  the  Brst  secretary  of  the 
admiralty  had  with  talent  and  activity  dis- 
charged his  important  duties  during  the 
war,  and  well  deserved  reward  ;  but  he 
might  wish  to  retire,  and  on  what  principle 
was  his  successor  to  he  allowed  so  large  a 
salary,  which  he  had  done  nothing  to  de- 
serve ^  No  elrxjucnce  could  heighten  the 
importance  of  this  question.  The  noble 
lord  and  his  colleagues  were  brought  to  a 
fair  trial  before  their  country.  Now  was 
the  time  when  the  question  was  to  be  de- 
cided—" .Arc  you,  or  are  you  not,  econo- 
mists }''  The  noble  lord  might  make 
Bpeccfaes,  and  long  speeches ;  no  man 
could  make  them  ol'icner  or  longer;  but 
lie  could  not  persuade  the  people  of  Eng- 
land out  of  the  exercise  of  their  common 
Eenui.  Their  understandings  would  not 
be  deceived ;  and  the  conduct  of  ministers 
fin  this  occasion  would  be  a  test  of  what 
was  to  bg  expcat^  fion  tbcm  in  future. 


He  should  not  be  surprised  if,  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  the  secretary  to  the 
admiralty  should  rise  and  avow  his  inten- 
tion never  to  accept  tliis  odious  addition. 
If  he  did  so,  he  (Mr.  T.)  hoped  that  the 
House  would,  notwithstanding,  come  to  a 
vote  on  the  question.  In  the  name  of 
God,  let  ministers  have  a  fair  trial ;  but 
let  judgment  be  pronounced. 

Mr.  JVeOedti/  Pole  said,  that  the  right 
hoii.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
had,  with  an  acuteness  and  perspicuity 
which  peculiarly  belonged  to  him,  divided 
the  subjects  brought  before  the  House,  io 
the  clearest  manner.  He  had  said  a  great 
deal  in  the  tirst  part  of  his  speech  on  the 
increase  of  salaries  to  the  commlssionera 
of  excise  and  customs,  but  he  had  ad- 
mitted that  this  was  not  a  jproper  time  for 
discussing  the  propriety  oi  that  nieasare, 
but  that  It  would  be  necessary  to  defer  it 
till  the  information  called  (or,  had  been 
laid  before  the  House,  The  question  for 
consideration  at  present  was  simply  this:— 
whether  or  not  the  salaries  of  the  secre- 
taries of  the  admiralty  had  been  improperly 
increased?  He  was  not  certain  that  he 
■hoidd  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
trouble  the  House  on  this  occasion,  bad  it 
not  been  for  the  course  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  geoileman  opponte  ( Mr. 
Brougham]  had  thought  it  bis  duty  to 
pursue ;  but  it  was  impussible  for  him,  ai 
a  member  of  his  majesty's  government,  to 
hear,  without  Getting  his  tace  against  it, 
such  language  as  he  had  never  listened  to 
in  that  House  before  [Hear,  hear]. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  {Mr.  Tieroey) 
had  set  out  by  denying  that  ministers  had 
given  any  proofs  of  a  disposition  lo  prac* 
tise  that  economy  which  had  been  recom- 
mended to  parlimnent.  To  him  he  said, 
the  statement  of  the  noble  lord  was  not  at 
all  siitisfaciory— was  all  a  delusion— and 
the  reductions  that  were  to  be  made  were 
such  as  must  of  necessity  have  been  made 
by  any  administration,  fie  was  not  sur- 
prised that  the  p^per  which  his  noble 
friend  had  read,  was  not  satisfactory  to 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  Tliis,  how- 
ever, though  correctly  described  but  as  a 
rough  sketch  of  the  plans  of  ministers, 
would  prove  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country,  that  the  attention  of  government 
was  anxiously  directed  to  every  quarter 
where  retrenchment  could  safely  be 
effected,  and  that  their  first  care  after  tbs 
close  of  the  war  was  what  establishmenta 
growing  out  of  the  war  could  be  reduced ; 
and  it  WU  not  till  this  iuquiry  wM  cou- 
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dudedy  that  they  ought  to  confer  whe- 
ther any  of  those  that  were  in  existence 
before  the  commencement  of  the  late  con- 
test could  be  put  down.  That  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  also  should  not  be 
pleased  with  the  conduct  of  ministers^  was 
DOt  to  him  a  matter  of  astonishment*  He 
luid  never  had  any  great  affection  fof  those 
that  set  on  that  side  of  the  House ;  but  to 
night  he  had  completely  thrown  off  the 
mask ;  and  when  guarding  himself  against 
being  supposed  to  entertain  any  personal 
disrespect  for  the  gentlemen  whose  in- 
creased salaries  were  now  under  discus- 
sion, the  hon*  and  learned  gentleman  had 
declared,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  be 
thought  to  feel  personal  disrespect  for  the 
noble  lord  (Castlere^h)  and  his  col- 
Jeaeues.  Alter  such  a  declaration  he 
(ivfr.  Pole)  could  expect  no  candour  from 
that  gentleman  [Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  fVj/nn  spoke  to  order.  He  sub- 
mitted that  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  disorderly  in  asserting  he 
could  expect  no  candour  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman. 

Mr.  IV.  Pole  was  not  aware  that  he  had 
been  out  of  order.  Whenever  he  heard 
an  hon.  gentleman  declare  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  be  thought  to  feel  personal 
disrespect  for  minbters,  he  contended  he 
had  a  right  to  assume  that  from  such  a 
quarter  he  could  expect  no  candour 
[Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  Wifttn  called  upon  the  chair  to  de- 
cide if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  not 
out  of  order.  Whether  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  while  speaking,  had  been 
disorderly,  he  would  not  now  stop  to  in- 
quire [Marks  of  disapprobation  and 
cheering] .  If  he  had  been  disorderly,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Hou^e  immediately  to 
check  him.  This  could  not  be  done 
afterwards,  if  it  wa«  not  done  at  the 
moment.  He  was  ready  to  submit  to  the 
Speaker's  judgment,  and  called  upon  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  say  whether  it 
was  not  disorderly  for  one  member  to  as- 


lert  he  could  expict  no  candour  from    substance  what  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 


another  [Hear,  hear]. 

The  Speaker  said,  in  the  course  of  their 
debates  many  expressions  passed,  which 
were  not  strictly  in  order.  Called  upon 
to  give  an  opinicn,  he  was  bound  to  say, 
it  was  contrury  to  the  rules  of  that  House 
for  one  hon.  gentleman  to  assert  be  could 
expect  no  candour  from  another  [Hear, 
hear!]. 

Mr.  fV.  Pole  resumed.  He  congratu- 
lated the  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  on  the 

t 


success  of  hii  appeal.  He  (Mr.  W.  Pole) 
was  not  much  m  the  habit  of  caUiog  mem- 
bers to  order,  but  was  anxious  to  ffive 
them  their  full  swing,  which,  indeed,  Uiey 
failed  not  to  take,  well  knowing  the  pa^ 
tience  of  himself  and  his  friends  near  hmi. 
He  had  been  called  to  order  because  he 
was  coming  round  to  comment  on  what 
was  disorderly.  He  gave  the  gentlemen 
opposite  joy  of  their  successfiu.  effort  to 
prevent  him  from  doing  this,  but  he 
neither  envied  them  tlieir  candour  nor 
their  victory  [Hear,  hear!].  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  not  disclaimed 
a  feeling  ot  personal  disrespect  towards 
his  noble  friend  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  He  (Mr.  W.  Pole)  had  not 
the  smallest  objection  to  this,  and  if  he 
should  repeat  it,  he  would  not  call  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  to  order ;  and 
he  should  not  now  have  touched  upon  it 
had  no  more  than  this  been  said.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  a  right 
to  attack  the  government,  but  no  right  to 
hold- language  like  tlgrt  which  he  had 
used,  to  make  such  an  attack  as— thank 
God !  he  had  never  heard  before  in  that 
House — and  to  bring  forward  insinuations 
wholly  without  foundation  against  the 
highest  authority  in  this  country  [Hear, 
hear !] .  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  thought  proper  in  his  speech  to  use 
such  expressions,  as  in  his  life  he  had 
never  before  beard  any  man  utter,  who  at- 
tempted to  call  himself  a  friend  to  the 
house  of  Brunswick,  and  who  was  anxious 
to  support  that  establishment  which  had 
ffrown  out  of  our  glorious  revolution. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  l;iad 
stated  a  profligate  system  to.  be  acted 
upon  at  court — he  had  described  the 
errors  of  the  Stuarts  to  be  cpmparatively 
harmless;  they  were  bigots  whose  delu- 
sions were  excusable ;  but  now  there  was 
no  feeling  for  the  distresses  of  the  country 
—no  conscience  to  suggest  relief  for  the 
people  to  be  found  in  the  high  Quarter  re- 
ferred to  [Hear,  hear!].    This  was  in 


tleman  had  said,  and  this,  till  now,  he  had 
never  heard  from  any  friend  to  the  present 
royal  family,  or  to  the  British  constitution. 
Whether  tnis  was  a  course  proper  to  be 
pursued,  he  should  leave  to  the  House  to 
determine.— On  the  question  immediately 
before  the  House  touching  the  admiralty, 
he  was  sucprised  to  find  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  so  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  constitution  of  that  estaUishmenr. 
He  had  stated  the  office  of  the  second 
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their  relief  in  lo  odioiu  a  light.  The 
language  wbich  tho  han.  and  learned  gen* 
tleman  had  lued,  trent  to  thii,  if  he  li 


secretary  of  the  admiralty  to  be  a  new 
eno<  Id  this  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman was  wrong.  Sir  Phih'p  Stephens 
wBB  appointed  to  that  office  in  1159,  and 
tlic  office  had  been  bent  up  ever  since, 
though  Mr.  Uarr^iw  liad  not  hcen  placed 
IB  it  till  the  time  of  llic  laic  lord  Melville. 
The  hon.  and  learnt'il  gentleman  bad  de- 
scribed this  office  lo  be  a  nort  of  the  eeta- 
blialunent  which  ought  to  De  diacontinued. 
In  this  he  was  wrong.  He  would  tell  hira 
it  wai  impossible  for  the  ruuline  of  admi- 
ralty businesfl  to  be  performed  witboul 
two  wcretaries,  even  tnougb  it  should  be 
diinioished  to  a  tliird  part  of  what  it  wa« 
«t  present.  It  would  tlius  be  seen  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  was  quite 
wrong  in  his  lacts.  Another  proof  of  liiis 
wai  furnished  by  the  comparison  on  whicli 
he  hod  ventured  between  the  amount  of 
the  increase  nhicb  had  taken  place  on  the 
&ecretary'«  salary,  and  the  sums  paid  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  ibose  who  had 
loit  their  lives  in  the  service.  According 
to  this  (he  had  seen  a  similar  statement  in 
a  newspaper  that  morning),  the  increase 
complained  of  was  equal  lo  half  of  the 
sum  set  apart  for  the  relief  of  those  he 
had  mentioned.  Let  tlie  hon.  and  learned 
gcotleioon  look  to  the  L'slimares  which 
would  come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  on  Monday,  and  he  would  find  an 
addition  of  49.000/.  was  made  to  them,  lo 
enable  the  admiralty  to  pay  die  whole  of 
the  widows'  pensions  now  on  the  list.  He 
felt  it  his  duty  to  censure  the  attempt 
which  had  been  made  to  bring  into  con- 
tact the  remuneration  given  to  civil  ser* 
vaots,  with  the  allowances  of  military  or 
naval  officers,  and  the  widows'  pensions. 
If  there  woa  a  disposition  lo  complain  of 
the  provision  made  for  officers  wounded 
in  the  service,  he  was  ready  to  meet  the 
gentlemen  opposite  on  ilint  question,  and 
to  show  that  in  what  had  been  granted 
ibr  their  relief,  this  country  had  always 
gone  further  than  any  other  country  ever 
did,  and  had  now  gone  much  further  than 
it  ever  went  before.  On  such  a  subject 
for  party  purposes,  it  was  not  quite  fair 
to  hold  the  language  which  had  that 
ui^h;  been  heard.  He  must  siso  complain 
of  wfiat  bad  been  said  with  respect  to  the 
abandonment  of  the  m:i1t  tax.  In  giving 
up  this  impost,  ministers  had  endeavoureu 
to  noeet  the  wishes  of  the  people,  but 
they  were  not  intluenced  by  a  mean  desire 
ot  acquiring  papularitv  with  the  people, 
ind  it  was  not  liberal  to  endeavour  to 
mtkfi  them  sec  the  mewiu'c  odopteU  for 


understood  him  right — that  the  conduct 
giving  up  the  malt  tax 
ought  to  encourage  the  public  to  detnand 
that  all  the  other  taxes  should  be  Ukea 
oK  If  this  were  reully  the  argument  ef 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  it  was  ra- 
dically wrong,  and  could  not  redound  to 
his  credit,  or  tend  to  promote  the  welftre 
of  the  country. — After  hearing  aentiment* 
like  those  which  had  fallen  front  the  ban. 
and  learned  gentleman  ibis  night,  he  could 
neither  expect  nor  desire  his  suppoii. 
This  mortilication,  he  doubted  not,  mmi^ 
lers  would  be  spared.  Should  it  at  any 
time  prove  otherwise,  he  should  immedi* 
aiely  suspect  the  course  they  were  pursu- 
ing wag  in  some  respect  erroneous,  and 
feel  not  a  little  alarm  at  finding  they  hod 
so  dangerous  a  supporter,  lie  was  sur- 
prised that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  should  have  made  any  complaint 
against  the  conduct  of  the  commissionen 
of  naval  revision.  Their  names  (Lord 
Barlmm,  Mr.  Fordyce,  Admiral  Domet, 
and  Mr.  Scarte)  ought  alone  to  have  left 
them  above  reproach.  The  reports  which 
they  had  made,  were  as  able  and  as  judi- 
cious as  bad  ever  been  produced  on  any 
subject  whatever.  All  the  laie  improve- 
ments in  sbip-building — all  the  reforms  in 
the  subordinate  boards,.— and  every  ad- 
vantageous change  which  bad  been  made 
in  our  navy,  for  several  years  past,  had 
been  suggested  by  those  commissioners. 
There  was  no  branch  of  the  service  to 
which  their  exertions  had  not  been  suc- 
cessfully CKtendcd,  and  it  was  a  libel  on 
them  to  say  they  had  only  been  em- 
ployed in  undoing  what  bad  been  done  by 
their  predecessors,  when,  instead  of  labour- 
ing to  overthrow  their  plans,  many  of  ihem 
were  embodied  in  the  reports  of  this  com- 
mission, and  carried  into  effect  on  sudi 
recommendation.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  was  surprised  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  should  throw  an  odium  on 
these  commissioners,  and  speak  slightingly 
of  such  a  set  of  reports.  The  right  hoa. 
gentleman  he  admitted  to  have  accurately 
stated  the  history  of  the  establishment  of 
the  salaries  of  the  two  secretaries  of  the 
admiralty.  On  the  fees  (which  formerly 
paid  them  in  a  great  raeasurc^  being  abo- 
lished, the  salary  of  the  chief  secretary 
was  ii.xed  at  3000/.  per  annum  in  time  of 
peace,  to  be  increased  to  4000/.  in  time  of 
war  i  aod  the  salary  of  the  ucoud  seccetar; 
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was  fixed  at  9000/.  But  the  ilteration 
which  had  taken  place,  was  mentioned,  as 
if  it  had  been  determined  upon  in  the  first 
moments  of  peace.  This  supposition 
would  be  at  once  refuted,  by  a  reference 
to  the  memorial  in .  which  it  was  recom- 
mended, which  was  dated  the  25th  of 
March  last  year,  when  the  nation  was 
armins  for  a  war,  which  the  eentlemen 
opposite  thought  likely  to  last  for  several 
years,  and  when  nobody  suspected  we 
gbould  immediately  return  to  a  state  of 
peace.  It  was  then  from  the  smallness  of 
the  salaries  of  the  admiralty  clerks,  (which 
could  not  be  diminished  in  peace  without 
great  risk  of  wanting  their  services  on  the 
recurrence  of  a  period  at  which  they  would 
be  demanded)  it  was  judged  best  to  fix 
them  at  their  present  rate,  and  to  bar  all 
future  application  for  a  further  increase. 
This  arrangement  had  been  fairly  described 
by  his  noble  friend.  He  was  entitled  to 
credit  for  the  statement  which  he  had 
made,  and  not  to  that  ridicule  with  which 
it  had  been  attempted  to  cover  it.  If  it 
should  be  the  opinion  of  the  House  that 
3000/.  rather  than  4000/.  ought  to  be  the 
salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  it 
would  be  for  them  to  determine  upon  this 
when  the  estimates  came  before  the  House. 
Then,  should  it  be  their  pleasure  to  make 
such  a  reduction,  it  could  be  properly  ef- 
fected, and  then  there  would  be  no  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  his  hon.  friend  (  Mr. 
Croker),  or  on  that  of  any  of  his  colleagues. 
But  if  this  were  to  be  done,  he  hoped  it 
would  he  done  fairly  and  openly,  and  not 
by  a  sort  of  side  wind,  as  it  would  be  if 
the  present  motion  were  carried.  Again, 
adverting  to  the  paper  read  by  his  noble 
friend,  he  contended,  that  notwithstanding 
what  had  been  said  against  it,  it  showed 
on  the  part  of  government  an  absolute  de- 
termination to  make  every  possible  reduc- 
tion in  all  the  public  establishments.  These 
would  be  more  distinctly  seen  in  good 
time,  and  be  hoped  no  premature  exertion 
on  the  part  ef  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
would  prevail  upon  the  House  to  go  into 
any  further  inquiry  on  the  subject,  before 
the  proper  time  for  doing  this  had  arrived. 
Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  understood,  that 
a  most  pointed  and  personal  attack  had 
been  made  upon  him  in  his  absence,  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  If  he  were 
rightly  informed  what  he  had  said  with 
respect  to  the  illustrious  house  of  Bruns- 
wick, had  been  greatly  misrepresented. 
He  wottlil  repeat  the  words  which  he  un- 
derstood the  right  hon.  geptleman  to  have 


used  in  his  speech,  which  he  sincerely  re* 
gretted  he  liad  not  the  good  fortune  to 
hear.  He  was  informed,  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  had  described  him  to  have  that 
night  taken  off  the  mask,  and  to  have  dis- 
closed principles  hostile  [No,  no!]  or  un* 
friendly  to  the  Brunswick  family,  and  tb« 
British  constitution  [Cries  of  No,  no!]. 
it  was  no  light  matter,  that  language 
should  be  held,  respecting  any  member^ 
that  might  be  thus  construed* 

Mr.  WeUe$Uy  Pole  replied,  that  what 
he  had  said  was  still  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House,  and  he  was  certain  they  would 
agree  in  saying,  that  he  had  i)ot  used  anjr 
words  in  the  sense  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  had  just  stated. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  was  then  to  nxh 
derstand  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  he 
had  not  only  never  made  use  of  such  ex« 
pressions,  but  that  he  had  never  said  any 
thing  that  imported  any  charge  of  the  na* 
ture  described  against  his  principles. 

Mr.  fVellesley  Pole  said,  he  nad  des* 
cribed  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlenoan 
to  have  brought  forward  unfounded 
insinuations  against  a  certain  high  quar^ 
ter  (he  had  not  named  any  individual), 
and  he  had  put  it  to  the  House  if  such  m 
course  was  fit  to  be  pursued.  With  re» 
spect  to  the  principles  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  he  had  said  nothing  of 
their  having  been  hostile  to  the  house  of 
Brunswick,  but  he  had  said,  that  after  the 
principles  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  developed,  that  he  co«ld 
not  be  surprised  that  he  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  statement  made  by  his  noble 
firiend,  and  should  be  sorry  if  ministers 
were  favoured  with  his  support  He  had 
also  said,  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gco« 
tleman  had  thrown  off  the  mask  in  his  at- 
tack upon  ministers,  when  he  said  he  had 
no  objection  to  be  thought  to  feel  disre* 
spect  towards  them. 

Mr.  Bankes  rose  to  speak  to  the  ques- 
tion, and  Mr.  Brougham  rose  at  the  same 
time  to  explain.  The  former  was  loudly 
called  upon  to  proceed,  and  it  was  some 
minutes  before  order  was  restored. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  it  was  of  some  con- 
sequence to  i)im  that  a  further  explanation 
should  be  ofiered  of  his  conduct  [Cries  of 
<*  Spoke,  spoke  I''].  He  did  not  wish  to 
prevent  the  hon.  gentleman  from  being 
heard,  and  was  sorry  to  detain  the  House 
for  a  moment.  If  he  had  uttered  any 
thing  that  could  indicate  sentiments  like 
those  which  it  had  been  understood  were 
imputed  to  him,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
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House  to  iaierfere  on  the  intlant,  as  liad 
^wsys  been  done  on  similar  occneions. 
>1b  had  only  lo  add  he  was  as  sincere  a 
I'ricad  to  the  illustrroui  family  no*  on  the 
tbronc.  and  as  sensible  of  the  benefits  de- 
rived to  the  nation  from  its  lute  as  the 
right  hon.  genlleronn,  or  any  of  hi*  col- 
letgtiea  could  be,  though  be  showed  his 
feeling  in  a  different  «-ay,  by  desiring  to 
see  the  royal  person  noir  at  the  bead  of 
the  gorerament,  surrounded  by  better 
Kdviiers. 

Mr.  Banket  felt  persuaded  that  if  his 
bon.  and  learned  IViend  had  been  aware 
ofthe  import  of  the  observations  he  had 
thought  proper  to  make  upon  the  illustii- 
oui  house  of  Brunswick,  he  would  have 
sbitaiaed  from  making  them.  He  had 
beard  with  dl^leasurc,  and  even  in- 
dignation, some  oi  the  expressions  made 
use  of  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend ;  and 
be  could  not  help  saying  that  they  were 
entirely  out  of  all  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  puiitment  [Hear,  bear!].  With  re- 
spect to  the  q^ueslion  before  the  House,  he 
rfallv  did  think  that  the  proper  time 
for  dticussioo  was  Eubsequent  to  the  esti* 
luates  being  laid  before  the  House ;  and 
slthouch  his  own  decided  opinion  was, 
diat  the  increase  of  these  salaries  in  time 
of  peace  was  an  improper  act  on  the  part 
of  government,  yet  lie  should  wait  until 
the  whole  information  was  before  the 
House.  He  bore  teslimony  to  tlie  high 
respectability  of  the  gentlemen  composing 
the  committee  of  revision  ,inwel!  as  to  their 
endeavours  to  produce  economy  in  every 
department;  but  still  he  must  maintain, 
that  at  present  there  was  no  reason  for 
raising  the  salaries  of  the  two  secretaries 
of  the  admiralty,  and  more  particularly 
when  the  decrease  in  the  price  of  almost 
every  artictc  of  provision  was  considered, 
and^when  the  distressed  state  of  the  coun- 
try under  the  heavy  weight  of  taxation 
was  reflected  upon  even  for  an  instant. 
For  these  reasons  he  should  certainly, 
when  the  question  came  under  discussion, 
oppose  the  vole  for  raising  tho  salaries, 
not  only  of  the  two  secretaries  in  queEtion, 
but  also  of  every  nlher  department,  where 
he  thould  see  no  manifest  reason  for  such 
on  increase :  bui  as  the  present  moment 
wu  Dot  the  time  at  which  it  could  be 
fairly  discussed,  he  should  vote  for  passing 
to  toe  order  of  the  day. 

Lord  CicArifif  objected  to  the  increased 
salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  admirnlty, 
at  a  time  when  his  labour  was  so  consi- 
dernbty  dimiuished.    He  ibguU  ngt  ob- 


ject  to  any  increase  of  salary,  if  it  were 
made  in  behalf  of  those  persona  whose 
labours  still  continued  the  same  in  peace 
as  in  war ;  and  he  instanced  the  astro- 
nomer royal  and  his  asfiatani,  the  a^ary 
of  the  former  not  amounting  to  more  than 
one-fourlb  of  the  increase  in  that  of  tbe 
secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  and  that  of 
the  latter  not  being  one-tenth.  If  a  fur- 
ther investigation  were  made  in  these 
salaries,  it  would  he  seen  that  tbe  libra- 
rian of  the  admiralty  had  but  half  tbe 
salary  of  the  housekeeper,  and  that  (he 
assistant- housekeeper's  salary  equalled  that 
of  the  librarian. 

Mr.  Croier  said : — Sir ;  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate  of 
this  night;  but  1  thought  it  my  duty  to 
attend  in  m;^  p'^ee  to  olfer  any  explana- 
tion, that  miglit  be  demanded.  I  am  sure 
the  House  will  feel  tliat  during  i>art  of 
the  debate  1  could  not  possibly  have  been 
placed  in  a  more  painful  situation.  J  Hear, 
hear !]  The  pain,  however,  liaa  been  les- 
sened, if  not  altogether  removed,  by  the 
terms  in  which  his  majesty's  miDisters 
have  been  pleased  to  speak  of  my  con- 
duct :  and  by  the  circumstance  of  that 
which  ihey  have  stated  having  been  re- 
ceived as  I  could  wish,  by  those  whose 
good  opinions  I  most  anxiously  desire. 
One  hon.  member  has  treated  tbe  subject 
with  taunt  and  ridicule.  I  think  1  may 
venture  to  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  iliai 
individual,  and  call  upon  him  to  acknoiv- 
ledge  that  he  lias  done  it  injustice,  by 
treating  it  with  bo  much  levity  and  warmth. 
I  now  leave  the  House,  resolved  not  to 
vote  on  the  question.  Tor  myself,  I  feci 
no  interest  in  it  at  all,  and  have  only  lo 
add  the  expression  of  my  regret,  that  jus- 
tice could  not  be  done  to  the  merits  of  an 
honourable  and  humble  class  of  public 
servants,  without  my  name  being  brought 
forward.     Mr.  Croker  then  withdrew. 

.Sir  John  MarjoribanliS  justified  tbe  in- 
crease given  by  guvernnient  to  tbe  com- 
missioners of  the  revenue  boards  in  Scot- 
land. He  stated,  that  in  the  year  17'tt 
the  salary  of  a  commissioner  was  500/^  a 
year,  the  same  as  that  to  a  jud^e  of  the 
court  of  session  ;  that  their  salaries  conti- 
nued, of  the  same  amount,  for  above  40 
years;  that  a  judge's  appointment  had 
been  most  properly  increased  to  3000'. 
whilst  that  of  a  commissioner  had  been 
only  SOO/.,  till  now  increased  to  100(V.,and 
that  the  only  objection  in  hi!>  humble  opi- 
nion to  the  measure  was,  that  theincreaae 
was  not  adequate  to  tbe  station  in  weiMj 
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of  the  Goraniumiwrf.  He  believed  it 
woulil  be  round  thdt  Mr.  Earle,  the  ehair- 
n)u>i  of  iht:  board  of  customs,  had  been 
oDcreil  tbut  Rltuation  during  the  odininia 
tratitiD  of  lord  Granville,  and  that,  as  the 
ooe  he  held  in  the  I.undou  board  held  nut 
proapccts  nut  only  flattering,  but  certain 
to  lead  to  promotion,  he  took  severtlduys 
to  consider  of  the  oSer,  aitd  certainly  wak 
led  10  Hccept  it  under  the  prospect  of  an 
increaMi  of  salary.  Sir  John  had  touch 
pleufure  in  beurir.g  testimony  ro  the  pene- 
fhI  opinion  in  Scotland  of  tlie  merits  of 
Mr.  Larle.  He  believed  ^v«mment 
were  well  aware  of  big  exertions  in  the 
improvement  of  the  revenue,  and  the  mer- 
chanis  ill  Scotland  were  higlily  leiuible  of 
the  facilities  giveo  to  trade  by  those 
arrangements. 

Mr.  Tiernfu,  in  explanation,  stated  his 
knowledge  ofthc  fact,  that  iSIr.  Earle  had 
been  taken  from  the  situation,  as  repre- 
sented by  the  hon.  baronet,  aod  his  me- 
rits in  the  arrangements  he  had  made,  and 
that  he  bad  accepted  the  office  in  llie 
prospett  of  an  increase  of  salary,  which 
undoubtedly  ought  to  be  realized. 

M  r.  Methiten  shortly  replied ;  and  maio- 
taioed,  that  if  a  system  of  economy  was 
not  iromedistelv  set  on  foot,  the  country 
would  be  involved  in  the  horrors  of  irre- 
trievable rutD. 

The  question  wia  loudly  called  for,  and 
a  division  then  took  place  on  the  amend- 
ment moved — that  the  House  do  proceed 
to  the  other  orders  of  the  day,  when  the 
numbers  were 

For  (he  aioendmeot ISA 

Against  it IS^ 


Habcb  ^,  1»16. 


idii 


Majority 


LUt  of  the 
Abercrombie,  hon.  J. 
Atherley,  A. 
Atkins,  J. 
BaliingtoD,  T. 
Baker,  J. 
Baring,  A. 
Bennrt,  hon.  H.  G. 
Birch,  J. 
Brougham,  U. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Browne,  D. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Btirrell.  hon.  P.  D. 
Burretl,  W. 
Botterworth,  J. 
Bync,  G. 
Calvert,  C. 
Calveit.  M. 
Calctaft,  J. 
(VOL.XXXIIL) 


Minority. 
Galley,  T. 
Campbell,  lord  J. 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Cavendish,  lord  O. 
Cavendish,  hon.  H, 
CaveoHish,  hon.  C. 
CaulSeld.  hon.  H. 
ChaJoner,  U. 
.Coke,  T. 
Cochrane,  lord 
Ciirwen  J.  C. 
Dickeu'on,  W. 
Drake,  T. 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Dnncannun,  vise, 
Fsiakerley,  N. 
.FergiiMuo,  sir  R.C. 
Ftt^erald,  lord  W. 


Filtroy.  lord  J. 
Foley,  bun.  A. 
Folry,  T. 
Forbes,  C. 
Frank,  F. 
Fremantle,  W. 
Gooch,  T.  S. 
Gordon,  It. 
Grenibll,  P. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
r  R. 


Her 

Howorih,  H. 
Hornby,  E. 
Hurst,  v.. 
lidrcourt,  J. 
Jervois,  G,  P. 
King,  sir  J.  D. 
Knos,  T. 
Langton,  W.  G- 
Lainbtou,  J.  G. 
Lefevre,  C.  9. 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Lewii,  T.  F. 
lioyd,  sir  E. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Lockhart,J.L 
Lyttelton,  hon.  W.  H. 
Mardonald,  J. 
M  sit  I  and,  hon.  C. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
Martin,  H. 
Martin.  J. 
Martyst,  T. 
Manning,  Vf, 
Mihon,  vise. 
Morland,  S.  B. 
Molyneux,  H.  H. 
Moure,  P. 
Mostyn,  sirT.. 
Wonck,  sir  C. 
Morpetb,  vise. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Neville,  hon.  R. 
Nesl^  sir  H.  B. 
Newman.  R.W. 
North,  D. 
Notthey,  W. 
Nugent,  lord. 
Ossulsiuo,  lord 
Osborne,  lord  F.  O. 
Peirse,  H. 
Pelham,  hon.  C.  A. 


Philips,  G. 
Piggotl,  sir  A. 
Plunketl,rt.hn.W.C. 
Funsonby,  rl  ban.  G. 
Fonsonby,  hon.  F.  C 
Powlclt,  hi).  W.  Van* 
Priltie,  ben.  F.  A. 
Pollington.visc. 
Pym,  P. 
Bamsden,  J.  C. 
Roinilly,  sir  S. 
Rowley,  sir  Wm. 
Kiisscll,  lord  Wm. 
Russell,  R.  G. 
Sebright,  ^ir  Joha 
Shelley,  sir  Tim. 
Scudamore,  R. 
Sharpc,  R. 
Smith,  John 
Smith,  Abel 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
Speirs,  Archibald 
Stanley. lord 
Thornton,  Samuel 
Taylor,  Ctiarles 
Tiemey,  rt,  hon.  G. 
Towiishend  lord  J. 
Vcmon,  Granville 
Vvse,  It.  W.  H. 
Warre,  John  A. 
Waldegrave,  hn.  cspt.. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Whatton,  Jubft 
Whitmore,  Thonm» 
Wilkins,  Walter 
Williams,  Oweis 
Wright,  J.  Atkinft 
Wynn,  sir  W,  W. 
Wynn,  C.  W. 

TsLbERS. 

Methuen,  PauL 
Smitlj,  William 

PsiRSD  on. 
Bolls  nd,  John 
Elliot,  rt.  ban.  VT. 

Halsey,  Joseph. 
Hughes,  W.Lewia 
Pelham,  lion.  G.  A. 
Rossell,  lord  G.  W, 
Russell,  lord  Johi4 
Smith,  Ssmud 
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Property  Tax— Military  Esta> 
BLiSKHENTs.]  Loru  GrenvUU  tote  lo 
present  a  Petition  from  the  gentry,  clergy, 
freeholders,  and  inhahitanis  of  the  couutjt 
of  Denbigh,  prayinj;  to  be  relieved  from 
the  war  burthens,  and  for  eoimomy  in  tbt 
public  expenditure.  His  lordship  took 
that  opportunity  of  expressing  his  high 
■BtisfactioQ  at  the  rejection  of  the  ii 
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Ux,  end  at  the  further  relief  which  was  io- 
teadcd  lo  be  afforiled  by  giving  up  the 
war  malt  iflx.  Tbe  laking  olf  these  two 
burtliens  would,  he  was  convinced,  afford  a 
great  relief  to  the  pressure  tlist  now 
weighed  upon  the  people,  anil  which  ren- 
dered it  peculiarly  inexpedient  that  a  se- 
vere and  galHng  impost  should  be  fastened 
vpon  thein  in  a  lime  of  peace,  which  could 
aiune  be  justified  by  the  necessitous  exi- 
geuciesof'^a  period  of  war.  He  truned 
also,  that  the  strictest  attention  would 
now  be  pejd  to  economy  in  the  (.'ubiic  ex- 
penditure, and  that  a  reduction  would  be 
made  in  ihoKcenorinoiia  military  cslablish- 
merits  which  had  been  proposed  lo  the 
consideration  of  parliament,  in  order  that 
the  public  expenditure  might  be  rendered 
proportinnaie  to  the  diminished  cxiu;encieB 
of  the  coUDtry,  aud  to  our  ilimiaiahed 
resources. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  presented  a  petition 
from  Manchester  Rgainst  the  prnperty 
tax,  and  in  recommendation  of  the  mnst 
rigid  economy  in  all  departments  of  the 
public  service,  and  also  GUggesting  the 
propriety  of  abidi»hing  sinecure  places 
and  pensions,  by  which  the  public  would 
be  greatly  Tt;Uevcd  from  their  burthens. 
The  noble  eurl,  in  presenting  the  petition, 
•lated,  that  a  requisition  had  been  sent  to 
the  borough  reeve,  to  cull  a  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Manchester  and  its  vici- 
nity, forihepurposespftliis  petition;  that 
■ome  objection  had  been  made  to  the 
word  "  vicinity,"  which  was  then  left  out ; 
and  that  afterwards  a  counier-requisiiion 
waa  presented,  in  cnn-iequencc  of  which 
the  borough  reeve  did  not  call  the  meet- 
ing. Those  who  were  adverse,  hnwever, 
to  the  meeting,  did  not  oppose  iia  object, 
but  oalf  ststed  that  parliament  had  al- 
ready taken  up  the  matter,  and  that  the 
petition  was  unnecessary.  Those,  how- 
ever, who  signed  the  former  requisition, 
iheroselves  cnlled  a  meeting,  which  was 
most  numerously  and  respectably  at- 
tended [  and  there  this  petition  was  agreed 
to,  together  with  another  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  From  ihe  necessity  of  send- 
ing off  the  petition  to  the  Commons 
loooer  than  that  to  their  lordship?,  the 
present  petition  was  more  numerously 
cigned,  having  1,500  very  respectable 
■ignalures ;  and  so  careful  had  the  peti- 
tioners been  that  no  improper  eignaiures 
should  appear  to  it,  that  they  had  cut  olF 
B_  sheet,  on  account  of  its  having  some 
rigiiatures  by  those  who  were  not  io 
neirl/  concerned  in  this  matter.     The 
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property  tax  ihey  described  aa  most  un- 
just and  unequol,  and  one  nhidi  ought 
not  lo  exist  in  limu  of  peace.  Itie  caufc 
oi  its  being  presented  at  so  late  a  period 
was,  that  he  had  been  prevented  by  iodiK 
position  frnm  coming  down  sooner  with 
It.  It  might,  perhaps,  appear  useleis  no> 
to  be  presenting  petitions  agatust  the  pro- 
perty tax ;  but  though  it  was  got  rid  of 
for  the  present,  it  was  )till  of  importaoc« 
that  the  opinion  of  the  country  respecting 
it  should  be  thornu^hly  known,  and  be 
trusted  iu  God,  that  (hi:  decided  r«proba< 
tion  of  that  tax,  which  h-.id  been  shown 
both  by  the  country  and  by  parlinment, 
would  prevent  the  present  or  any  futurt 
ministers  from  resorting  to  it,  even  in  ■ 
state  of  war,  without  ihc  most  esireoie 
necessity.  On  that  puini,  then,  and  alaa 
on  the  necessity  for  economy  in  all  the 
public  dcpnriments,  he  lully  tj^rced  with 
the  petitioners.  As  to  aniither  potBt  in 
the  petition  — the  nbolition  of  unnecessary 
sinecures  and  pensions,  he  could  not  en- 
tirely agree  with  tlie  peiiiioners  as  to  the 
extent  of  relief  that  might  he  derived 
from  that  measure.  1  hey  said  that,  in 
their  judgment,  the  measure  would  rendet 
it  possible  to  carry  on  the  public  service 
without  new  burthens.  He  agreed  with 
them  thus  far.  that  a  conitdetable  saving 
might  in  this  way  be  effected;  and  it  wai 
their  lordships  absolute  duty  lo  inquire 
with  the  utmost  dilii-ence  inl.)  all  branches 
of  expenditure,  with  a  view  to  reductioa 
to  the  lowest  possible  amount.  The  peo- 
ple had  borne  with  astonishing  patience 
an  unexampled  burthen  of  taxation,  and 
had  now  a  right  to  the  fullest  possible  re- 
lief. He  wished  likewise  to  call  their 
lordships  attention  lo  the  pledge  which 
they  had  given  in  their  address,  in  answer 
to  the  Prince  Regent's  Speech,  to  pay  the 
most  rigid  attention  lo  economy;  and 
they  could  not  belter  redeem  thai  pledge, 
than  by  attending  to  the  prayer  ol  those 
petitioners,  and  acting  accordingly.  When 
the  noble  earl  opposite  (Liverpool)  re- 
commended economy  in  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  he  could  not  suppuie  that  the 
noble  earl  merely  meant  lo  rnund  a  period, 
or  to  catch  at  a  little  popularity  by  the 
use  of  the  word  only.  \et  when  he  con- 
sidered the  attempts  which  were  made  in 
the  other  ilouse  to  check  and  baffle  rco- 
iiomioal  inquiries,  and  ihe  decision  of  the 
majority  in  their  lordships  House  on  a  late 
occni^ion,  be  could  not  help  teeling  great 
apprehensions  that  these  economical  re- 
forms would  not  bo  carried  into  effiMt* 
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He,  howetEer*  had  never  given  his  vote 
with  more  pleasure  than  be  did  on  the 
late  motions  of  his  two  noble  friends;  and 
therefore  he  had  redeemed  the  pledge 
which  he  had  given  as  far  as  he  had  the 
power.  He  wished  to  state  that,  in  men- 
tioning that  a  counter-requisition  had  been 
sent  to  the  borough  reeve,  he  did  not 
mean  to  impute  blame  in  any  quarter. 
The  Marquis  of  Lamdoxvne  said,  that  he 
should  not  now  have  risen  to  congratulate 
the  House  and  the  country  upon  tlie  de- 
cision of  the  other  House  m  regard  to  the 
property  tax,  were  il  not  that  he  was  anxi- 
ous to  seize  this  opportunity  of  making  a 
few  observations  on  the  means  which  it 
appeared  to  be  in  the  contemplation  of 
ministers  to  adopt  in  lieu  of  that  tax.  He 
did,  however,  most  sincerely  congratulate 
parliament  and  the  nation  on  the  rejection 
of  that  tax,  and  also  on  the  relief  aBbrded 
by  the  discontinuance  of  the  malt  tax — a 

Eroceeding  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  the 
est  calculated  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
the  increase  of  the  wealth,  glory,  fame, 
and  future  prosperity  of  the  country.  But 
he  now  rose  chiefly  from  his  anxiety  that 
the  people  should  feel  and  know  the  real 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  nation ;  for 
though  a  present  relief  was  afforded,  the 
people  must  not  therefore  conclude  that 
the  financial  difficulties  of  the  country 
were  removed,  and  they  ought  to  be  fully 
aware  that  the  means  now  proposed  to  be 
adopted  to  supply  the  place  of  the  pro- 
perty tax  (he  alluded  to  a  loan  in  time  of 
peace),  though  not  absolutely  unfit  to  be 
resorted  to,  was  still  liable  to  very  strong 
and  important  objections.  With  respect 
to  the  amount  of  the  loan,  too,  he  thought 
it  of  the  highest  importance  that  it  should 
be  confined  to  thevery  lowest  possible  point. 
It  was  necessary  to  state  this,  that  the  peo- 
ple might  not  imagine  that  all  concurred 
in  the  opinion  which  they  might  have 
heard  given  in  'another  pl<ice  —  that 
it  was  not  important  what  the  amount 
of  the  loan  should  be.  The  fir»t  ob- 
ject was,  to  give  relief  to  the  country ; 
the  next  object  was,  to  relieve  the  money- 
market  also,  and  to  support  public  credit, 
which  would  be  best  done  by  looking  at 
the  more  solid  resource  that  might  be 
found  in  the  revision  of  the  military  and 
other  estimates,  and  in  the  reduction  of 
that  immense  expenditure  of  twenty-nine 
millions,  which  it  was  proposed  to  conti- 
nue in  time  of  peace.  Such  a  revision 
and  reduction  roust,  he  should  conceive, 
be  the  interest  of  the  government|  beyond 
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that  of  all  others,  after  the  decision  of  the 
other  House  on  the  property  tax.  But 
the  expedient  of  resorting  to  the  public 
credit  lor  the  means  of  expenditure  was, 
however  powerful  a  resource,  a  dangerous 
one  from  its  facility  even  in  time  of  war. 
But  it  was  most  particularly  dangerous  in 
time  of  peace,  and  the  expedient  of  loans 
ought  never  to  be  resorted  to  at  such  a  pe> 
riod,  without  a  clear  understanding  as  to 
the  amount  in  each  year,  and  the  length 
of  time  during  which  this  method  of  pro- 
viding for  the  public  service  was  to  be 
continued.  The  loan,  therefore,  both  as 
to  amount  and  duration,  ought  to  be  ri- 
gidly watched,  otherwise  the  most  des- 
tructive evils  of  the  property  tax  and  other 
burthens,  must,  sooner  or  later,  recoil  on 
the  country  with  redoubled  force.  Thev 
must  then  again  recur  to  that  tax  which 
had  been  so  happily  rejected,  and  which 
modifications  would  only  have  made  inef- 
ficacious, without  removing  its  roost  objec- 
tionable points.  He  now,  then,  rose  to 
call  upon  their  lordships  to  watch  the  loan 
with  the  severest  vigilance,  both  as  to  its 
amount  and  duration  ;  to  investigate  the 
estimates  and  accounts  of  every  depart- 
ment with  the  most  anxious  care;  to  pur- 
sue the  whole  through  every  particular 
item,  with  a  firm  determination  to  strike 
off  every  thing  which  should  not  appear  to 
be  absolutely  necessary :  for  their  lord- 
ships might  be  assured  that  this  was  the 
system  and  mode  of  proceeding  on  which 
the  present  safety,  and  future  prosperity 
of  the  nation  depended. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  though 
this  was  not  the  time  to  enter  upon  the 
general  question,  yet,  after  the  speech  of 
the  noble  marquis,  he  must  trouble  their 
lordships  whh  a  few  observations.  The 
admonition  of  the  noble  marquis  applied 
not  merely  to  the  policy  which  must  be 
adopted  in  consequence  of  the  rejection  of 
the  income  tax,  but  to  any  policy  that 
could  have  been  adopted  under  the  present 
circumstances.  Whether  the  property  tax 
were  continued,  or  the  expedient  of  a  loan 
were  resorted  to,  as  it  must  now  unavoid- 
ably be,  in  either  case  the  raising  so  great 
a  sum  for  the  supplies  of  the  year  must  be 
founded  on  this  printiple,  tliat  the  estab- 
lishments were  not  larger  than  the  neces- 
sities of  the  occasion  required.  It  was  on 
that  ground,  and  on  that  only,  that  he 
(lord  Liverpool)  had  the  other  night  ar- 
gued that  such  establishments  were  called 
for ;  and  he  should  have  conceived  it  con- 
trary to   common   sense,  to   argue  for 
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greater  estnbtialimems  tlian  lie  thought  to 
be  necessary  for  the  interests  of  llie  coun- 
try. He  could  assure  the  i>ol)1e  marquis 
tliut  no  oae  cimltl  ftel  more  strongly  llion 
he  (ltd,  tile  inexpediency  of  loans  in  time 
.«f  peace,  anti  hh  object  bad  been  to  avoid 
theni.  It  had  bet'n  his  judgment  — and  his 
opinion  had  nol  changed — that  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  projieny  tax  at  the  aroount 
which  liul  been  proposed,  would  have 
formed,  nol  only  the  best  plan  of  Baance, 
but  also  the  moHt  effectual  relief  to  tlie 
^iuresses  of  (he  country.  There  were  two 
mode*  of  relief  to  be  adopted  under  the 
present  circumstances :  the  one  wa«,  to  re- 
lieve public  cfcdit,  and  inspire  confidence 
in  our  resources,  by  raising  the  supplies 
without  having  recourse  to  a  loan — the 
other  mode  was  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
taxation,  which  wai  at  any  rale  intended 
to  have  been  done  to  a  certain  extent. 
He  bad  thought  that  the  best  relief,  on 
the  whole,  wouM  have  been  to  refrain  from 
going  into  the  money  market  for  a  loan  ; 
and  on  that  opinion  he  had  acted  as  far  ag 
he  could.  But  the  noble  marnui;  seemed 
to  think  that  it  bad  been  somewhere  stated, 
that  it  was  of  no  consequence  nhether  the 
loan  were  6  or  8  millions.  Nothinjr  of 
that  kind  was  said  in  the  se;ise  in  which 
tlie  noble  marquis  appeared  to  understand 
ibe  wcvdi ;  but  the  t-reat  object  bad  been 
,to  carry  lui  the  service  without  having  re- 
course to  a  loan  at  ail.  11',  however,  they 
were  reduced  to  th.e  necessity  of  resorting 
to  a  loan,  then  it  might  be  very  fairly  said 
that  the  diircr,ence  between  six  and  eight 
millions  was  not  a  consideration  sufficient 
to  outweigh  the  aiUantage  ihut  would  re- 
sult from  relieving  the  country  from  the 
malt  tax,  as  in  that  case  they  could  not 
have  llie  advantage  of  not  going  into  the 
money  market  at  all.  In  this,  therefore, 
there  was  certainly  no  inconsistency.  As 
to  the  application  of  all  this  to  the  ques- 
tion of  expenditure  and  establishinentii, 
this  was  not  the  time  to  »ay  any  thing  on 
that  subject ;  but  whatever  policy  was 
adnpled  at  present,  it  was  perfectly  clear, 
that  the  establishments  and  expenditure 
"ought  to  be  as  low  as  ihey  could  be  con- 
sistently with  the  interest  and  security  of 
the  country,  and  it  was  only  on  that 
ground  that  he  wished  to  defend  the  etti- 
mates  laid  on  their  lordsltips  tabic. 

The  Enrl  nf  Lauderdale  observed,  that 
his  noble  friend  deserved  the  thanks  of  nar- 
liament  end  of  the  country  for  calling 
their  attention  in  thin  pointed  manner  to 
the  neceSNty  of  watching  the  loam  |  for 
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wheo  these  loans  were  resorted  to  in  time 
of  peace,  unless  a  distinct  pledge   were 

fiven  as  to  their  amount  and  len};th  of 
uration,  nothinj;  could  be  more  ruinoui 
than  such  a  system,  A  committee  ef 
parliament  ouglit  to  be  appniuied  to  exa- 
mine the  system  thoroughly,  to  inquire 
into  the  necessities  and  means  of  the 
country,  and  to  limit  these  loans,  both  ■■ 
to  extent  and  duration,  otherwise  the 
country  could  not  yet  be  considered  a* 
safe  from  ruin.  The  paper  had  now  risen, 
in  comparison  with  gold,  with  a  moat  ex- 
traordinary rap'dhy,  which,  however,  he 
could  very  well  account  for:  but  till  the 
Mandard  of  payments  ehuuld  be  fixed,  aa 
undue  proportion  of  paper  would  scon  be 
thrown  back  again  into  circulation,  and  the 
most  mischievous  consequences  would  fol- 
low from  these  constant  variations.  Bat 
as  lo  the  property  tax,  he  contended, 
that  it  would  have  injured  public  credit 
as  much  as  a  loan.  It  was  in  vain  to 
think  of  completely  restorinc  public  credit 
without  restoring  the  fixed  standard  of 
payments;  and  measures,  and  bold  ones, 
must,  in  his  opinion,  be  adopted  fur  that 
purpose,  unless  ibey  were  willing  lo  ex* 
pose  the  country  to  the  danger  of  abso- 
lute  ruin.  The  burthen  of  taxation  had 
been  severely  felt,  but  it  had  not  been 
felt  to  the  full  extent  at  the  moment  of 
impoEiiiiin  ;  and  it  was  for  thai  reason 
that  it  had  gone  to  so  great  an  c:itent. 
The  country  was  not  safe,  unless  the  most 
decisive  measures  were  taken  to  ascertain 
its  true  state  and  Cfindiiion,  and  to  apply 
the  proper  remedies.  A  committee  of 
parliament  he  conceived  to  be  ubsolntely 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  that  ihey 
might  examine  I  he  means  of  the  nation, 
and  fix  their  establishments  accordingly; 
for  he  maintitijicd,  that  the  pi^ificr  mods 
of  proceeding  wap,  to  calculate  their  means 
first,  and  then  settle  their  ei^tablishmcnts, 
instead  orfixii>g  their  establishments  firat 
at  a  certain  amount,  and  then  CDnsidertng 
about  the  means  to  support  them.  The 
necessities  of  war  miiiht  justify  the  latter 
method  :  but  the  former  was  the  only 
proper  mode  of  proceeding  in  time  of 
peace.  He  therefore  must  anxiously  be- 
Bought  their  lordships  to  adopt  the  mea- 
sure of  investigation  by  a  pnriiamenlary 
committee,  that  the  state  of  the  naiioa 
might  be  brought  fairly  before  the  pnblk^ 
that  every  man  who  cliose  might  be  aware 
of  the  real  situation  of  the  finances  of  the 
country.  It  could  not  be  said  that  this 
mewurc  woi  witlMut  precedent,  at  tfa* 
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American  war  was  hardly  finished  before 
it  waft  adopted.  In  1786,  another  such 
committee  was  appointed,  and  a  report 
made,  by  which  we  now  knew  historically 
the  financial  state  of  that  period  as  well  as 
it  was  known  at  that  time.  In  1792  there 
was  a  revision  of  the  establiiihments  of  the 
country,  and  a  reduction  of  50,000^.  was 
recommended  and  adopted.  He  only 
asked  ministers  to  follow  the  line  chalked 
out  for  them  by  their  predecessors; 
otherwise  the  present  era  would  be  one 
more  pregnant  with  ruin  than  any  period 
in  tlie  history  of  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  Egremont  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  gentry,  cierjfy,  and  free- 
holders of  the  county  of  York,  against  the 
property  tax,  praymg  for  economy  in 
every  branch  of  the  government.  His 
lordship  stated  that  the  petition  was  not 
numerously  signed,  owing  to  the  meeting 
having  only  been  held  last  Friday,  and  it 
being  considered  of  importance  to  have  it 
sent  off  immediately  to  town.  It  was, 
however,  one  of  the  most  respectable 
county  meetings  ever  held  in  Yorkshire. 
There  were  from  6  to  8000  freeholders 
present,  and  the  petition  was  nearly  unan- 
imously agreed  to.  He  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the 
rejection  of  the  income  tax,  and  the 
abandonment  of  the  war  duty  on  male 
There  was,  however,  full  one  third  of  the 
country  in  which  barley  was  not  grown, 
and  to  which,  therefore,  the  abandonment 
of  the  war  malt  tax  would  be  no  relief 
whatever.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that 
some  relief  would  be  afforded  to  that  part 
of  the  country,  including  some  districts  in 
Scotland  and  several  in  England,  from 
that  extreme  agricultural  distress  which 
undoubtedly  prevailed.  With  regard  to 
a  loan,  if  such  a  measure  was  absolutely 
necessary,  he  could  not  see  why  the  inte- 
rest, instead  of  being  raised  by  new  taxes, 
should  not  be  charged  upon  that  fund, 
which  he  was  aware  was  set  apart  for 
other  and  important  purposes;  but  the 
appropriation  of  which,  in  the  manner  he 
had  just  suggested,  would  be  of  more  im- 
portance, with  a  view  to  the  relief  of  the 
cotmtry,  than  would  be  the  abstraction  of 
it  from  those  purposes  to  which  it  was  at 
present  applied. 

Lord  Melville  presented  a  petition  from 
some  part  of  the  county  or  Edinburgh, 
against  the  continuance  of  the  property 
tax,  and  praying  also  for  a  general  reduc- 
tion of  the  expenses  in  the  public  service. 
The  noble  lord  took  that  opportunity  of 


remarking  on  what  had  fallen  from  a  noble 
lord  opposite  as  to  the  manner  in  which  a 
certain  commercial  town  had  evaded  the 
payment  of  the  property  tax.  That  noble 
lord  had  said  that  the  town  of  Glasgow 
had  paid  as  much  in  the  house  tax  as  to 
the  property  tax.  So  far  from  this  being 
the  case,  it  appeared  that  the  town  of 
Glasgow  paid  in  house  tax  10,000/.  a-year, 
while  the  amount  of  the  property  tax,  in 
the  same  time,  was  82,800/. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  he  had 
mentioned  the  circumstance  as  a  report 
which  had  reached  him,  not  as  a  fact 
which  came  within  his  own  knowledge. 
However,  as  the  fact  seemed  to  be  other* 
wise,  he  was  glad  to  learn  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Glasgow  were  relieved  from  a 
much  greater  sum  than  that  which  he  had 
been  informed  they  were  obliged  to  pay. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

East  India  Company's  Accounts.— 
Slavb  Trade.]  Lord  GrenviT/e,  before 
he  proceeded  to  the  subject  of  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  wished  to 
call  their  lordships  attention  to  the  ac- 
counts of  the  company  to  which  parliament 
had  thought  proper  to  intrust  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  dominions  in  India.  Their 
lordships  would  recollect,  that  it  appeared, 
on  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  that  the 
commercial  accounts  of  the  company  were 
so  mixed  with  the  accounts  of  their  terri- 
torial revenue,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
ascertain  from  these  accounts  the  amonnt 
of  their  commercial  profit  or  loss.  Thii 
was  a  circumstance  which  had  struck  every 
one,  and  certain  provisions  were  accord- 
ingly inserted  in  the  act,  in  order  to  cor- 
rect the  practice.  What  he  wished  then 
to  be  informed  of  was,  whether  any  and 
what  regulations  had  been  adopted  for 
that  purpose  ?  He  did  not,  however,  call 
for  an  answer  to  that  question  now,  but 
merely  requested  that  this  might  be  con- 
sidered as  a  notice  that  he  would  move  for 
papers  to  bring  information  on  this  subject 
before  the  House,  on  the  first  day  on 
which  any  other  particular  business  stood 
for  discussion. 

He  should  now,  then,  proceed  to  the 
subject  of  his  present  motion,  and  he 
hoped  that  all  their  lordships  would  agree 
with  him  that  it  was  proper  to  have  the 
documents  which  he  should  call  for  laid  be- 
fore them.  Their  lordships  had  done  much 
by  the  act  abolishing  the  trade  in  slaves  by 
importation  into  the  colonies  firom  Africa^ 
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tnil  by  this  means  had  laid  the  foundation 
of  all  further  measures  on  tliat  subject. 
Hit  object  now  was,  to  bring  before  the 
Hoiue  such  informaiton  8s  could  be  pro- 
cured, relative  to  the  effect  of  this  mea- 
sure on  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
West  Indies,  and  on  the  cooditioa  of  that 
unhappy  race  of  beings  for  whose  benefit 
it  was  chiefly  designed.  It  was  highly 
desirable  thut  their  lordships  should  learn 
whether  the  predictions  of  those  who  au- 
gured only  evil  from  the  measure  had  been 
veriSed,  —  nhether  the  more  sanguine 
hopes  of  those  who  had  viewed  the  matter 
in  a  very  difierent  light  had  not  been  ful- 
filled,—and  whether  the  most  important 
benetitfi  had  not  resulted  from  it,  not  only 
to  ihe  cause  of  humanity,  but  even  to  the 
agricultural  and  commercial  tnieresta  of 
the  West  Indies. 

Perhaps  their  lordships  might  think, 
that  when  parliament  was  overwhelmed 
with  other  business  of  the  highest  conse- 

Suence,  it  was  not  expedient  to  be  calling 
ir  papers  merely  to  gratify  curiosity ;  but 
his  motion  was  also  intended  for  a  prac- 
tical purpose.  Their  lordships  had  indeed 
done  great  good  by  preventing  impnrta- 
tions  of  slaves  from  Africa,  but  they  had 
not  done  the  whole  of  their  duty.  He  did 
not  wish  at  present  to  raise  any  question 
on  the  «ubject  of  legislative  interference 
with  the  internal  concerns  of  the  colonies; 
but  as  to  the  abstract  right  nf  [he  British 
parliament  to  interfere,  he  considered  it 
as  perfectly  clear  on  every  ground  both  of 
principle  and  of  practice,  ever  since  the 
colonies  had  been  settled.  The  only  qua- 
lification of  this  right  u-as  in  the  raisii'g  of 
the  colonial  revenue :  but  even  that  right 
of  exemption  from  the  control  of  tiie 
British  parliament  rested  oo  an  act  of  that 
parliament,  which  therefore  might,  like 
any  other  act,  he  repealed  by  the  autho- 
rity by  which  it  had  been  passed.  Hut 
while  he  asserted  that  right  in  its  broadest 
extent,  no  one  could  he  more  anxious  to 
avoid  all  undue  and  vexatious  or  captious 
interference  in  practice:  no  one  could  he 
more  disposed  lo  continue  to  the  colonies 
every  advantage  which  by  custom  and 
usage  they  enjoyed.  Their  lordships 
could  not  but  feel  that  there  was,  in  the 
circumstances  of  our  colonial  policy,  one 
subject  on  which  the  House  had  already 
declared  itself — one  subject  on  which  it 
heard  the  concurrent  voice  of  humanity 
and  justice— one  subject  on  ivhich  it  had 
leceived  the  congratulations  of  ihe  country 
and  of  lU  good  men— Ibe  amvliontiou  of 


the  condition  of  slavery  by  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade.  We  had  in  our  West 
India  islands  more  than  half  a  milliua  of 
persons  placed  in  a  situation  in  which  no 
British  subject  was  placed — in  a  situation 
where  their  happiness  lay  at  the  disposal 
nf  others,  to  an  extent  not  experienced  by 
the  subjects  of  any  other  state— to  an  ex- 
tent not  felt  by  the  lowest  class  in  this 
country — but  placed  there  by  the  permis- 
sion of  our  laws,  and  under  tbe  sanction 
of  the  legislature.  Though  their  condition 
was  such  as  called  loudly  for  relief,  and 
appealed  to  the  interference  of  humanity, 
it  was  so  complicated  with  such  circum- 
stances, thut  the  intended  relief  and  inter- 
ference, if  not  wisely  administered,  might 
not  only  endanger  the  lives  and  properties 
of  those  who  held  them  in  bondage,  but 
the  existence  and  safety  of  these  unfortu- 
nate beings  themselves. 

Expressing,  therefore,  a  hope  and  de- 
sire that,  as  society  improved,  their  con- 
dition might  be  gradually  ameliorated 
— that  they  might  gradually  rise  into  a 
state  of  greater  consideration,  and  nrrtvs 
at  the  enjoyment  of  those  righta  and  liber- 
ties which  were  enjoyed  by  the  least  fa- 
voured classes — those  classes  that  partook 
of  the  smallest  portion  of  freedom-.— we 
should  consider  what  could  l>e  dune  to  se- 
cure their  protection,  and  to  accelerate 
.nprovemeiii.     We  o^lJ  it  lo  our 
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take  care  of  the  interests  of  a .  peupl 
whom  we  had  already  manifested  such  a 
desire  of  protecting,  and  lor  the  bettering 
of  whose  condition  the  iegiulalure  of  this 
country  had  proceeded  so  fjr.  There 
shoulJ,  however,  be  no  precipitnlion  in 
the  enactments  to  be  made:  he  wished 
the  House  to  view  the  subject  wiih  a  full 
sense  of  its  difhcully  and  importance.  If 
it  was  true  that  frncection  ought  lo  be 
extended  to  the  bijck  population  of  our 
colonies— if  it  was  merciful  to  endeavour 
an  amelioration  of  their  state,  it  should  be 
cuni^idered  how  our  humanity  could  btt 
must  effectually  exerciiied,  and  how  we 
could  guard  ajiaiiist  evil  uhile  we  at- 
tempted  to  do  good.  He  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  thai  the  first  step  in  this 
great  work  whs  the  preveniinn  of  any  ac- 
cession to  the  numbers  already  in  slavery 
by  fresh  importaiion;  or,  in  other  words, 
the  complete  execution  of  the  abolition 
act.  He  always  looked  to  regulation  as 
the  consequence  of  abolition,  and  not  to 
abolition  as  the  consequence  of  regulation. 
The  Britiftli  parliameiu  bad  lent  iU  aano- 
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tion  to  the  great  and  glorious  measure  of 
complete  abolition  of  tlic  trade — it  now 
behoved  it  to  enact  such  regulations,  or 
to  enforce  those  already  enacted,  in  such 
a  manner  as  would  render  any  further 
exercise  of  it  impussible.  The  first  ob- 
ject of  the  abohtionists  was,  to  cut  off  the 
chance  of  frebh  supply — to  guard  against 
any  new  sacrifice  of  human  liberty^-to 
prevent  the  accumulation  of  misery,  and, 
by  those  means,  to  raise  the  value  and  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  those  who  had 
previously  been  imported  as  slaves,  or  re- 
duced to  that  degrading  condition  in  our 
colonics. 

The  noble  baron  here  expressed  his  sa- 
tisfaction at  the  extent  to  which  the  hopes 
of  the  abolitionists  were  already  accom- 
plished, or  in  a  progressive  state  of  ac- 
complishment. He  was  happy  to  have 
the  testimony  in  favour  of  the  results  of 
the  abolition-^ not  of  the  friends  of  the 
measure,  not  of  those  who  advanced  it 
with  all  their  endeavours,  not  of  those  who 
looked  forward  to  its  attainment  as  the 
object  of  their  wishes  and  exertions,  but 
of  those  who  at  first  opposed  it,  or  who 
looked  upon  its  accomplishment  as  a  very 
equivocal  advantage,  and  who  had  only 
surrendered  their  opinions  to  the  evidence 
of  facts  and  experience.  He  was  happy, 
in  short,  to  have  the  testimony  of  its  ene- 
mies in  favour  of  the  great  good  it  had 
produced.  Its  effects  in  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  the  existing  slaves,  in  pro- 
ducing a  gradual  improvement  in  the  rela- 
tions of  the  two  kinds  of  population,  and 
conducing  to  the  permanent  security  and 
tranquillity  of  our  colonial  possessions, 
had  nearly  fulfilled  the  anticipations  and 
predictions  of  its  advocates,  and  agreeably 
disappointed  the  fears  of  its  opponents. 
Thus  encouraged  by  the  success  of  our 
former  labours  in  the  cau^e  of  humanity, 
we  might  proceed  with  greater  courage  to 
the  performance  of  that  part  of  our  duty 
which  still  remained,  and  rely  with  greater 
confidence  on  the  final  attainment  of  our 
object.  He  felt  convinced  that  such 
would  be  the  glorious  fruits  of  this  one 
great  political  act  of  the  abolition,  if 
carried  into  complete  effect  by  auxiliary 
regulations, — that  it  would  not  only  limit 
the  mass  of  slavery,  and  prevent  the  ac- 
cession of  misery,  but  would  ultimately 
remedy  the  evils  which  a  contrary  system 
had  engendered,  and  terminate  in  the 
great  change  which  the  friends  of  liberty 
and  humanity  anticipated.  Our  first  ob- 
ject, while  we  entertained  these  hopes. 
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should  be  to  provide  such  measures  •• 
would  ascertain  to  demonstration  the  re* 
suits  of  the  abolition,  and  show  whether  it 
had  produced  the  effects  anticipated,  by 
increasing  the  numbers  as  well  as  im« 

f)roving  the  condition  of  the  black  popu* 
ation.  If  there  was  such  an  increase  as 
was  predicted,  and  that  increase  was 
proveil  to  result  from  the  operation  of  the 
real  principle  of  the  law,  and  not  from  its 
evasion,  then  it  would  be  gratifying  to  th# 
feelings  of  those  who  were  friendly  to  it, 
and  mankind  would  perceive  the  benefits 
of  wise  legislative  interference.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  had  been  any  check  on 
this  increase,  and  if  the  hopes  of  the  abo« 
litionists  were  to  be  disappointed,  it  would 
be  still  more  important  to  know  to  what 
that  disappointment  was  owing — whether 
it  proceeded  from  the  evasion  of  the  law— • 
or,  if  the  law  was  not  evaded,  whether 
there  were  not  peculiar  circumstances 
connected  with  its  operation  that  pre* 
vented  it  from  producing  all  the  good  to 
which  its  tendency  was  directed.  If  the 
law  was,  as  he  hoped  it  would  be,  enforced 
with  proper  efioct,  and  with  the  desire  of 
producing  the  greatest  good,  its  execution 
should  be  watched  in  every  place,  in 
every  establishment,  in  the  smallest  as 
well  as  the  largest ;  the  government,  the 
House,  and  the  country  resting  convinced 
that  the  measure  could  only  be  useful 
when  universally  executed.  If  there  was 
in  the  whole  of  our  colonics  one  point 
neglected — if  there  was  one  inlet  to  fresh 
supplies  unguarded^f  the  law  of  the  abo* 
lition  was  in  the  slightest  degree  evaded, 
no  advantage  could  result  from  its  opera* 
tion.  All  the  evils  of  slavery  would  bo 
again  felt-^fresh  importation,  fresh  suffer* 
ings,  fresh  horrors,  fresh  mortality,  would 
be  again  experienced* 

The  abolition  act,  he  thought,  might  bo 
made  completely  effective,  and  the  recur* 
rence  of  all  these  evils  prevented  by  a  biN, 
which  he  would  introduce,  for  the  regis- 
tration of  slaves  in  our  colonies.  Such  a 
register  would  not  only  show  the  increase 
or  the  decrease  of  the  black  population  in 
their  numbers,  but  would  ascertain  such 
facts  as  numbers  alone  could  not  furnish. 
Supposing  an  increase,  it  was  evident  that 
the  simple  fact  might  be  explained  in  two 
ways,-— either  from  fresh  importation  by 
an  evasion  of  the  law,  or  from  native  pro* 
creation.  The  register  would  ascertain 
which  of  these  was  the  case.  If  a  doubt 
existed  of  the  evasion  of  the  law,  the  re* 
gister  would  show  when  it  took  placOi  and 
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Ibe  owner  of  the  person  unjusll^  reduced 
to  ilavery  would  be  preveoied  troro  reap- 
ing Ifae  fruits  of  hU  injuiiiice  and  breach 
of  duty.  An  objection  might  be  fiuggeBted 
to  luch  a  measure,  that  it  wimld  be  equi- 
valeot  to  B  penal  Btatiile.  He  could  not 
understand  the  application  of  a  penal  law 
to  whole  communities.  Such  a  law  as  he 
propoied  would  not  be  a  penal,  but  only  a 
preventive  law  :  iu  object  waa  to  prevent 
crimes,  not  lo  punicli  ihem;  it  did  not  re- 
quire  a  proof  of  ihelr  coinniissron  to  jus- 
tify its  enactmeni,  but  a  probability  that 
tbey  would  be  committLiI,  The  noble 
baron  begged  the  House  to  remember, 
that  when  tlic  measure  of  the  aliolition 
wai  before  their  lordships,  it  was  alleged 
against  its  pacing,  that  it  would  be  totally 
incltectivc  ;  that  no  law  could  prevent  the 
importation  of  slaves  clandestinely,  if  the 
open  trade  were  prohibited ;  and  that  all 
the  power  of  government  could  not  pre- 
vent smuggling  after  the  lawful  traffic  was 
ended.  Such  reasohings  and  avowals 
were  sufficient  lo  excite  the  jealousy  of 
the  friends  to  the  abolition,  and  to  induce 
them  to  secure  its  execution  by  every 
auxiliary  enactment,  like  the  present, 
which  ihey  Ehould  think  requisite.  It 
would  be  to  lihut  our  eyes  to  what  was 
happening  or  had  happened — to  what  had 
taken  place  or  would  take  phicc — not  to 
adopt  provisions  similar  to  those  implied 
in  the  measure  of  registration.  He  rested 
its  necessity  on  the  impossibility  of  any 
other  precauiion  producing  the  wished-for 
effect.  In  the  great  archipelago  of  islands 
where  our  possessions  lay,  it  would  be 
practicable,  under  any  system  of  vigilance 
and  precaution,  to  import  slaves  from  one 
island  to  another.  Now  the  peace  was 
established,  the  faciliriea  of  smuggling 
would  be  incalculably  increased.  During 
the  war  the  danger  of  clandestine  im- 
portation was  greater  than  now,  because 
there  were  more  of  the  islands  under  our 
dominion  (and  he  was  of  opinion  that  ne 
bad  still  too  many],  and  consequently  a 
greater  extent  of  the  European  colonies 
subject  to  our  laws.  Although  wc  might 
prevent  importation  from  Africa,  we  could 
not  so  easily  shut  our  possessions  against 
a  fresh  supply  from  the  colonies  of  our 
neighbours  in  the  same  Brchii)clago.  Se- 
condly, during  war  our  vessels  exercised 
a  right  of  seiirch  which  they  would  not 
now  be  justified  in  claiming.  If  a  ship 
were  proceeding  to  the  colony  of  any 
friendly  power,  we  had  now  no  right  to 
atop  it,  inougb  in  a  short  time  its  cargo 
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might  be  landed  on  our  own  plantaiions. 
There  were  two  powers  in  Europe  that 
had  not  given  any  pledge  of  a  desire  to 
discontinue  this  nefarious  traffic,  and 
there  were  free  ports  in  the  West  Indies 
fur  discharging  (heit  cargoes,  lie  would 
not  trouble  the  House  ut  any  greater 
length  on  the  subject,  although,  by  refer- 
ring to  our  lately  acquired  possessionK  on 
the  coast  of  South  America,  there  mi^ht 
be  additional  arguments  found  for  The 
measure  he  was  recommending.  The 
next  point  to  be  advened  to,  wa  the 
source  whence  the  necessary  regul  iiion 
should  originate.  It  should  emaiidtc  finm 
the  British  parliament,  and  shouhl  not  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  inciil  lefjisla- 
turei.  The  British  parliament  wnuhl  pro- 
ceed lo  the  consideratii'u  of  a  hat  was  just 
and  expedient,  di-iregardingprejudiar,  and 
observing  a  dianified  moderation.  If  the 
object  could  have  been  attained  without 
our  interfeience,  he  was  willing  to  allow 
that  our  interference  should  not  have  been 
pressed.  The  legislative  authorities  for 
ihe  whole  empire  should  only  offer  to  ori> 
ginate  measures,  when  it  was  proved  thst 
by  no  other  mode  they  could  be  enacted. 
For  the  purpose  of  putting  the  House  in 
possession  of  the  information  requisite  to 
ihe  discussion  and  duo  consideration  of 
the  hill  which  he  proposed  to  introduce, 
be  would  now  move,  "  That  an  humble 
address  be  presented  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, praying  for  copies  of  all  reports  from 
the  governors  of  colonies  in  the  West  In- 
dtca,  since  the  year  1807,  respecting  the 
manner  in  wliich  the  act  for  the  abolitioa 
of  the  slave  trade  had  been  carried  into 
execution  in  those  colonies,  and  the  effect 
which  that  abolition  had  had  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  slaves ;  and  also  far  copies 
of  all  laws  which  had  been  passed  in  the 
legislative  assemblies  of  the  several  colo- 
nies, for  tlie  purpose  of  better  currying 
this  law  into  efiect." 

Lord  HoHnnd  thought  it  necessary  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  subject,  and  to 
state  why  he  gave  his  most  cordial  con- 
currence lo  the  motiou  of  his  noble  friend, 
which  if  carried  into  execution,  would,  in 
his  opinion,  be  productive  of  very  good 
elfect.  One  of  the  motives  which  urged 
him  to  approve  of  this  motion  was,  that  it 
would  shew  what  improvement  had  been 
made  in  the  condition  of  the  slaves  since 
the  abolition  act.  But  at  the  same  time 
that  he  supported  the  motion,  on  uccount 
of  the  inquiry  which  the  production  of 
these  papen  would  enable  tbeii  lordtbips 
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to  make,  he  did  not  by  any  means  pledge 
himself  to  the  support  of  the  bill  intended 
to  be  founded  on  these  papers.  Me  ap- 
proved of  the  registration  of  slaves,  and 
he  had  recommended  to  those  wlio  were 
concerned  to  pass  and  enforce  it,  but  lie 
had  some  doubts  as  to  the  expediency  of 
It  00  our  part.  Wc  should  be  cautious 
hoir  wc  entered  into  a  system  of  polemi- 
cal legislation  for  our  colonics.  As  far  as 
the  papers  moved  for  by  his  noble  friend 
could  give  information  on  the  state  of  the 
several  colonies,  he  gave  the  motion  his 
sincere  concurrence,  but  at  the  same  time 
he  did  not  desire  this  information  with  a 
view  to  inquire,  whether  any  benefit  had 
been  conferred  on  the  slaves  bv  the  aboli- 
tion  act.  That  was  a  fact  which,  in  his 
opinion,  could  not  be  denied.  Allowing 
tliat  the  abolition  act  had  not  been  alto- 
gether able  to  prevent,  in  some  of  the  co- 
lonies, the  clandestine  importation  of 
slaves,  he  would  still  say  it  was  a  ^ross 
exaggeration  to  state  that  the  abolition 
act  had  not  produced  a  great  part  of  the 
effects  anticipated  from  chat  law,  and  tliat 
the  condition  of  the  slaves  had  not  been 
materially  bettered.  Though  he  ihotild 
vote  for  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend,  in 
order  that  the  House  might  have  the  full- 
est iriformatioQ  respecting  the  condition 
of  slaves  in  the  West  Indies,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  of  the  wisdom  of 
a  bill  for  the  registration  of  slaves  piissing 
the  British  parliament^  he  entertained  very 
considerable  doubts. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Agricultural  Distress.]  Several 
petitions  were  presented  complaining  of 
the  reduced  prices  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce, and  praying  (or  relief. 

Mr.  Jones  was  aware  how  ungracious 
the  attempt  was  to  press  upon  his  majesty's 
ministers  any  question  connected  with  the 
reduction  of  the  national  burthens,  after 
what  had  lately  passed  in  parliament.  He 
still  could  not  refrain  from  pointing  out 
one  tax  which  greatly  aifocted  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  from  the  inequality  of 
its  operation — ^he  meant  the  agricultural 
horse  tax,  which  bore  on  the  poor  cultiva- 
tor of  arable  land,  but  not  on  the  farmer 
of  pasture  soil,  nor  indeed  on  the  tithe 
owner.  This  he  conceived  a  grievance, 
which  could  be  remedied  without  a  re- 
duction of  the  general  produce  of  the  tax. 
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To  effect  this  amelioration,  there  were 
two  ways.  One  was,  the  exemption  of 
certain  farms^-suppose  the  exemption  of 
farms  under  150/.  o-ycar — from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  tax  :  or  else  let  it  fall  on  such 
occupiers  in  a  diminished  ratio.  Another 
remedy  would  be,  that  all  pasture  land 
should  be  taxed  in  its  proportion,  whether 
horses  were  worked  or  nor.  A^ain,  he 
thought  some  improvement  might  be  made 
in  the  road  acts,  which  imposed  a  local 
taxation,  to  keep  the  mail  c«)Hch  roads  in 
order :  it  would  perhaps  be  politic  to  ex- 
empt from  the  tax,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent system,  such  districts  as  were  liable 
to  this  expense,  or  else  to  get  rid  of  the 
road  tax  altogether.  The  hon.  member 
hoped  that  a  general  reduction  of  public 
expenditure  would  accompany  the  present 
system.  The  splendour  of  the  throne 
could  be  properly  maiiitaiued  in  a  country 
like  this,  without  any  countenance  being 
given  to  the  i?Urnciuc'rion  of  ibrcign  I'ivo- 
liticF.  He  would  take  this  oppoilunity  of 
lamenting  ihit  the  booii  uliich  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchccpcr  intended  to  be- 
stow upon  the  a!;iu:iiltural  interest  of 
England,  was  not  tx tended  to  the  princi- 
pality of  Wales — a  part  of  the  empire 
which  ought  to  have  b>jen  indulged  with 
a  participation  in  the  minister's  pl»n. 
The  tenants  in  Scotland  only  paid  a  land- 
tax  of  two-pence  in  the  pound,  u-hile 
tliose  of  England  and  Wales  paid  four- 
pence;  this  obvious  inequality  of  burthen 
was  attempted  to  be  defended  on  the  prin- 
ciple, that  though  the  Scotch  tenantry 
paid  neither  tithes  nor  poor-rates,  their 
rent  was  raised  in  proportion.  But  this» 
he  believed,  was  not  the  fact,  and  he 
hoped  the  Welsh  representatives  would 
adopt  the  example  set  by  other  gentlemen  in 
that  House,  and  assert  the  interest  of  their 
constituents.  When  Mr.  Burke,  on  a 
memorable  occassion,  flung  down  a  dag* 
ger  in  that  House,  to  illustrate  the  enthu* 
siasm  o\*  his  hostility  to  French  principlefl, 
he  created  an  extraordinary  feeling.  When 
lord  Lisburne  produced  the  wooden  shoes 
worn  by  the  Scotch  peasantry,  and  the 
miserable  sheafs  of  corn  which  their  soil 
produced,  he  effected  a  mitigation  of  the 
land-tax  then  in  progress  towards  them. 
Now,  if  he  (Mr.  Jones)  had  prepared 
himself  with  the  materials,  he  could  have 
equally  exhibited  to  the  House  detnonstra- 
tive  proofs  that  the  Welsh  peasant  had 
his  wooden  shoes  and  impoverished  grain 
to  plead  for  his  exemption.  The  people 
of  Wales  had  also  a  claim^  as  having  boroe 
(2  M) 
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llMir  dutfe,  at  laatf»  of  the  fiiUiC|irM» 
iare-— tiieir  peMaalrj  had  contribated  to 
dw  iriiitaiy  strength  ef  the  empire,  end 
at  «iCrMcal  moment  had  nuhea  forth  to, 
Mbnd  themaelvet  from  (breign  inTaiieD. 

OmDVAiiCB  EaTiicATBs,]  Mr.  IL 
IWfcrrf  begged  leave  to  withdraw  the  con- 
aideratien  of  the  Ordnance  Eatimatea  for 
enothor  wedc»  with  a  view  to  make  tome 
rednetiona  in  the  civ9  department  of  that 
branoh  of  the  public  aenrice. 

Mh  Opfetw  egpiemed  his  utiAdkmt 
that  the  oidnanoe  eatimatea  were  will- 
dmwtt  with  a  view  to  their  reduetion.  He 
was  ^ad  to  find  that  government  had  had 
tlie  beaafit  pf  the  voice  of  that  House  and 
lbs  ceontrjrv  before  thej  came  to  an  vhi* 
asato  decision  upon  their  meaamrea.  He 
hoped,  however,  thai  when  the  eatimatea 
were  bcooffhl  again  belbfe  the  Honae,  the 
redoctiott  m  th«n  would  not  be  confined 
to  the  civil  depertownts,  but  extended  to 
the  edicr  paru  of  tfaet  dMsion  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditore ;  not  paij  in  its  details, 
bat  m  some  ef  the  higher  iteass  ef  the  ai> 
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Ilk  ji.  Wkrd  here  intmated,  in  pomt 
ef  Older,  dmt  this  waa  not  the  OHtaient  to 
caU  for  explanation, 

Mr.  Poasoaiy  did  not  mean  to  enter 
upon  any  debato,  or  indeed  to  provoke  a 
discussion  at  the  present  moment,  contrary 
to  the  usage  or  the  House ;  he  merely 
rose  to  express  his  great  satisfaction  at  the 
communication  that  had  ji^st  been  made, 
because  it  seemed  to  emanate  from  a  true 
consideration  of  the  tone  maintained  by 
that  House  and  the  country. 

Mr.  R,  Ward  rose  to  order,  and  stated 
that  he  would  not  submit  to  insinuations 
of  this  kind ;  he  had  merely  withdrawn 
the  notice  of  a  motion  which  stood  for 
that  night,  and  he  appealed  to  the  chair, 
whether,  under  such  circumstances,  a  pre- 
mature debate  ought  to  be  allowed. 

The  Speaker  said,  that,  having  been  ap- 
pealed to,  it  became  necessary  for  him  to 
atate,  that  a  conversation  on  the  with- 
drawal of  a  notice  of  this  kind  was  irregu- 
lar, inasmuch  as  it  tended  to  promote  an 
informal  debate. 

Irish  War  Dott  on  Malt.]  Mr. 
Fetey  Fitzgerald  said  f  he  wished  to  relieve 
any  anxiety  which  might  be  felt  on  the 
subject  of  the  Malt  Duties  in  Ireland,  and 
stated  his  intention  to  extend  the  same 
relief  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  that 
cuuAtrjf  which  had  been  given  to  Great 


Britain  by  the  repeal  of  tbe  Urar  dii^. 
The  dot^  woold  then  stand  at  the  aasse 
rate  as  the  English,  and  an  aUowaaoe  would 
be  made  to  the  malsters  for  atoek  en 
>hand.  He  bad  already  given  assuiuoaa 
to  that  eflect  to  the  maltsters  of  Waterford ; 
and  it  was  in  fact  only  equitable,  tbet  the 
aUowanoe  should  be  made.  The  diatHlen 
would  be  entitled  also  to  a  proportionate 
repayment. 

Sir  John  Newport  asked,  whether  nf 
other  allowances  would  be  made? 

Mr.  FkMgmU said,  that  thebrewetam 
Ireland  being  subject  to  no  direct  tax,  It 
woold  be  difficult,  and  indeed  imposailds^ 
to  tahaihe  account  of  their  atoclc  Nor 
was  it'  leasonable;  thev  had  no  daim,  as 
when  the  duties  baa  been  raiaed  ae 
cham  had  been  laid  on  the  atock  ia  their 

Sir  Johm  Nimpori  expressed  hhnaslf 
mtiifitrdi 

ARmr  EariM ATM*]  Lord  Pulmmnim 
rose  to  move  the  postponement  ef  the 
fiurther  consideration  oi  the  ran^fdaiM 
Anay  Estimates.  Meanwhile,  iM^MKud 
la^  a  written  paper  on  the  t|diie».^i|ick 
might  be  printed  by  Mondsy,  ihewiajg  the 
number  and  extent  of  the  rajtaotiena  -in* 
tended  to  be  made,  ea it asig||t beinoia 
convenient  fi>r  geatleoien  tojSpe  thia<a<;* 
count  in  their  hands,  than  to  wait  lor  it* 

Mr.  Tiemeif  wislied  the  noble  lord 
would  state,  whether  what  he  had  to  pro- 
pose were  new  reductions,  or  merely  the 
reductions  that  had  already  been  ex- 
plained to  the  House. 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  he  hoped  there 
would  be  some  new  reductions.  The 
estimates  had  been  drawn  up  in  January 
last,  and  since  that  time  some  further  re- 
ductions had  been  made.  Theae  ha 
should  state,  specifying  the  date  at  which 
they  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  Tiemey  hoped  also,  that  the  House 
would  have  some  opportunity  of  recon^ 
sidering  the  number  of  men  which  had 
been  voted.  As  he  could  hardly  expect 
that  the  ministers  of  their  own  accord 
would  perform  such  a  service  to  the 
country,  he  hoped  some  member  on  that 
side  of  the  House  would  make  a  motion 
on  the  subject,  because  the  only  reduc- 
tions which  could  be  of  any  real  value 
were  in  the  military  establishments.  Bv 
a  strict  revision  of  these  estimates,  mu<^ 
might  be  done  towards  the  reduction  of 
the  Uxation.  As  the  ministers  had  been 
compelled  to  change  their  opinions  on  se 


533]  Kavy  Eiiimaiei. 

many  8ubjecU»  there  were  some  hopes  the 
country  might  be  successful  in  this  most 
important  point 

Lord  Falmerston  said,  he  had  stated 
that  there  had  been  a  great  reduction  in 
the  staff.  He  should  bo  able  to  state  a 
still  further  reduction,  which  he  had  not 
been  able  to  state  on  the  former  occa- 
sion. 

Lord  Nugent  wished  to  know,  whether 
there  was  on  the  table  any  account  of  the 
number  of  soldiers  discharged  since  the 
peace  ?  An  account  had  been  presented 
of  the  number  of  second  battalions  re- 
duced, but  many  of  the  men  who  com- 
posed them  had  been  transferred  to  the 
first  battalions.  The  account  which  he 
described  was  not,  he  liplieved,  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  rose  to  observe,  that  he 
had  been  lately  rather  prematurely  called 
to  order  by  an  hon.  gentleman  opposite, 
as  if  his  intention  had  been  to  record  a 
dissent  from  the  then  proceeding  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  while,  in  fact,  his  inten- 
tion was  to  express  a  most  sincere  satis- 
faction that  ministers  had,  at  length, 
taken  the  sense  of  the  House  and  the 
country  upon  some  of  their  measures,  and 
had  shown  symptoms  of  abiding  by  the 
wise  result  of  tneur  appeal.  He  wished 
that  the  questions  relative  to  the  peace 
establishments  should  rest  with  his  ma« 
jesty's  government  rather  than  be  in  the 
hands  of  others,  because  their  official  in- 
formation gave  them  a  better  opportunity 
of  forming  a  correct  judgment  on  the  de- 
tails. He  repeated  the  expression  of  his 
satisfaction,  that  government  seemed,  at 
length,  to  pay  a  proper  obedience  to  the 
feelings  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  wished  to  know  whether 
the  whole  of  the  estimates  would  be  again 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  or  merely  the  two  items  which  had 
not  been  voted. 

Lord  Falmerston  answered,  that  only 
the  two  remaining  items  would  be  brought 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Bennet  wished  to  know,  whether 
any  regulation  had  been  made  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  enlisting  of  boys? 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  Chat  a  regulation 
had  been  made,  by  which  no  one  was  en- 
listed under  five  feet  four  inches. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  he  had  heard  that  this 
regulation  did  not  extend  to  the  soldiers 
enlisted  for  India. 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  the  reason  of  thb 
was,  that  some  time  elapsed  between  en- 
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listing  the  soldiers  and  sending  them  out 
to  India,  and  they  were  some  months  on 
their  passage ;  so  that  in  all  it  was  fourteea 
months  beu>re  ihey  reached  that  country. 
Allowance  was  made  for  this  time  in  de- 
termining the  age  of  the  persons  enlisted. 

Navy  Estimates.]  Mr.  Meihuen 
inquired  from  the  hon.  baronet  opposite, 
whether  the  Navy  Estimates  were  to  be  in* 
troduced  for  discussion-on  Monday  next. 

Sir  George  Warrender  was  unpre- 
pared with  any  reason  why  they  should 
not  be  introduced  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Tierneu.  But  will  they  positively 
be  then  introduced  I 

Sir  6.  Warrender  replied,  that  only  one 
notice  stood  for  Monday,  and  unless  the 
gentlemen  opposite  protracted  the  discuf« 
sion  upon  that,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
navy  estimates  should  not  then  be  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  FremantUf  observing  that  it  was 
intended  to  make  some  reduction  in  the 
army  estimates,  especially  under  the  head 
of  guards  and  garrisons,  and  also  in  the 
ordnance  estimates,  expressed  a,  wish  to 
know  whether  it  was  proposed  to  make 
any  farther  reduction  of  the  naval  expen- 
diture than  appeared  in  the  estimates  on 
the  table,  or  whether  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion to  alter  those  estimates  in  any  respect, 
he  meant  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
civil  offices  of  the  navy,  and  whether 
such  alteration,  if  any,  would  be  proposed 
on  Monday  next  ? 

Sir  G.  Warrender  stated,  that  it  was 
undoubtedly  intended  to  make  every  prac- 
ticable  reduction  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
naval  department,  but  the  reduction  de- 
sired could  not  be  consistently  made  at 
once.  For  it  was  to  be  recollected,  that 
the  House  had  already  voted  S&,000  meo 
for  the  service  of  the  navy,  and  therefore 
we  were  not  yet  arrived  at  the  peace  este^ 
blishment.  He  had,  however,-  to  state 
with  respect  to  the  civil  department  of 
the  navy,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  move 
that  the  salaries  of  the  two  secretaries  of 
the  admiralty  should  be  voted  upon  the 
war  establishment  [Hear,  heart].  At 
the  same  time,  he  could  not  say  that  any 
other  reduction  waa  at  present  intended 
in  the  naval  department.  But  he  had  the 
satisfaction  to  calculate  that  considerable 
reduction  Would  take  place  in  this  depart- 
ment probably  towards  the  close  of  the 
current  year,  although  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  make  any  farther  altenKien  ie 
the  estimates. 
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Mr»  km  Oardom  uked,  whether  it 
intended  to  mske  anv  reduction  of  ex« 
pente  in  the  office  of  the  pejniMter  of 
nwriiMs?  « 

Sir'  6.  Warrenier  replied,  that  it  was 
propdead  to  contiaue  the  office  alluded  to 
on  Its  present  establishment. 

Mr.  MethuBH  congratulated  the  House 
upon  the  satisfiicti^  which  must  be  fidt 
BOttfjIjy  by  the  House  itself,  but  by  the 
^^at  large,  at  the  intelligence  whidi 
just  communicated  by  the  hon. 
;  respecting  the  salaries  of'  the  two 
secretaries* 

^  SuvsR  CoiKAOB.]  Mr.  Qreu/M 
wished  to  know  whether  any  aiisng<ipent 
had  been  made  on  a  subject  of  veiy  great 
rnqxHtance,  he  meiBt  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  better  GiMdation  of  Silver  I  In 
the  hst  session,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  sUted,  that  it  was  in  con- 
fattnlation  to  lasue  bank  tokens  of  a 
tier  denomiaatioo  than  Idd.  but  he 
liad  hfMud  nothing  itaore  on  that  subject 
It  wab  well  hndwn  that  there  was  nodung 
like  a  lower  riiilliog  in  the  country,  but 
that  the  dreriation  was  made  up  of  Bkw 
minium  eounterfeits,  which  swelled  the 
criminal  calendar;  or  by  old  19  and  S4 
sous  pieces  imported  from  France.  When 
the^  temptation  to  import  these  pieces, 
which  in  France  passed  only  for  10  and 
20  sous,  was  so  great  (the  profit  being 
20  i)er  cent.)  it  would  be  perceived  Uiat 
the  introduction  of  them  was  not  less  mis- 
chievous than  the  counterfeit  coining.  It 
was  stated  by  the  late  lord  Liverpool  that 
tlie  price  of  silver  was  never  so  high  but 
that  the  country  might  have  a  good 
coinage ;  but  now  the  price  of  silver  was 
not  much  above  the  mint  price.  He 
thought,  therefore,  a  new  coinage  might 
take  place  without  danger,  but  if  not,  at 
least  some  temporary  measure  should  be 
adopted  to  remedy  the  evil. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  proper  time  for  a  general  renovation 
of  the  standard  silver  currency,  would  be 
when  the  gold  currency  was  also  restored. 
The  present  was  not  the  time  for  such  a 
measure,  but  he  agreed  that  some  tem- 
porary remedy  should  be  applied  to  the 
evil  complained  of,  which  he  admitted  was 
great. 

Mr.  Lockhart  suggested  the  propriety 
of  some  regulation  for  the  safe  conveyance 
of  the  paper  currency.  Robberies  of 
bank-notes  had  taken  place  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, and  the  mischief  had  been  increased. 
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«•  Jie  understood,  bya  composition  with 
the  fidona  for  the  purpose  of  recoveriag 
the  property. 

Mr.  IPrmiUand  Leudi  expressed  a  hope 
that  no  tamporanr  remechr  would  be  ap^ 
plied  to  the  evils  flowing  mm  the  debaaed 
state  of'  our  circulation,  but  that  the 
country  would  be  brought  back  to  that 
wholesole  system  under  which  paper  was 
at  all  times  exdiangeable  for  some  legal 
coin  in  the  precious  metals,  either  the-oid 
standani  guinea,  or  some  new  standtfd. 
The  old  sttodard  could  not  be  established 
without  ii^ustice  to  those  who  had  bor- 
rowed money  in  a  depreciated  currency, 
neither  indeed  could  any  new  standard  be 
adopted  with  perfect  justice  to  all  parties^ 
Yet  the -sooner  th»present  system  waa  pat 
an  end  to  the  better;  for  the  evil  would 
fp  on  increasing  if  we  continued  to  live 
under  it,  flattermg  ourselves  with  the  hope 
of  an  event  whi<£  would  never  coose  to 
pass. 

Convicts  .uhdeb  SxyrsMOB/l  Mr. 
Bemui  asked,  wbethfn*  a  ooumsil  would 
soon  be  convened  to  take  into  ccmsideNh 
tion  the  Recorder's  Repmrt,  with  tespaet 
to  the  fiite  of  the  several  coiivieia  in  New^ 
gate  under  sentence  i 

Lord  Castiereagk  replied,  that  be  had 
the  satisfaction  to  state,  thst  it  waa  ex- 
pected the  Prince  Re^t  would  be  able 
to  come  to  town  withm  a  few  days,  and 
that  the  case  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  be  immediately  taken  into 
consideration.  At  the  same  time  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  mention^  that  no 
application  whatever  had  been  made  to 
the  Regent  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  any  indivi- 
dual, whose  suspense  was  complained  of, 
and  that  his  royal  highness  had  had  no 

Personal  knowledge  of  the  case  THear, 
ear !],  until  apprized  of  what  had  taken 
place  in  that  House.  It  was  also  proper 
to  observe,  that  as  it  was  the  provmce  of 
the  recorder  to  report  all  the  cases  of 
conviction  which  took  place  in  London 
and  Middlesex,  whether  tried  by  himself 
or  by  any  other  judge,  a  considerable  time 
usually  elapsed  before  such  report  could 
be  made,  because  it  became  necessary  for 
that  magistrate  to  collect  and  examine  the 
evidence  on  each  case,  as  well  as  to  in* 
quire  into  the  character  of  the  prisoners 
Therefore  the  allegation  of  any  unusual 
delay  could  only  apply  to  the  sessions  be- 
fore the  last,  and  this  delay  was  attribut* 
able  solely  to  the  melancholy  indisposition 
of  the  Regent.    Jt  was  doubted  by  the 
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magistrate  to  whom  he  had  already 
alluded,  whether  any  execution  could  be 
ordered  in  London  or  Middlesex,  in  which 
the  court  usually  resided,  without  the  ex- 
press sanction  of  the  sovereign,  or  that  of 
the  person  exercising  the  powers  of  sove- 
reignty ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  diffi- 
culty, the  case  of  the  prisoners  alluded  to, 
necessarily  stood  over— the  malady  of  the 
Regent,  which  consisted  of  several  severe 
attacks  of  the  gout,  rendering  his  royal 
highness  unable  to  come  to  town,  while 
ministers  were  fVequently  encouraged  to 
hope  for  the  removal  of  the  disease,  and 
that  his  royal  highness  would  be  enabled 
to  attend  to  the  exercise  of  his  functions 
in  London.  The  noble  lord  repeated  that 
the  first  intimation  which  the  Regent  re- 
ceived of  the  case  referred  to,  was  from 
the  mention  of  it  in  that  House,  and  that 
the  delay  complained  of  arose  out  of  the 
doubts  entertained  by  his  royal  highness's 
servants,  as  to  what  course  ougnt  to  be 
pursued  under  such  circumstances.  These 
doubts  would,  however,  soon  be  removed, 
as  his  royal  highness's  return  to  town  was 
expected  within  a  few  days,  and  upon 
that  event  the  case  alluded  to  would  be 
immediately  taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  said,  he  felt  that  upon 
this,  as  upon  all  other  cases  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  government, 
the  ministers  of  the  Crown  were  alone  to 
be  deemed  responsible.  But  this  was  not 
the  first  time  tne  difficulty  alluded  to  was 
known  to  exist,  and  therefore  some  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  taken  to  decide  the 
question.  There  was  undoubtedly,  ac- 
cording; to  immemorial  custom,  a  diffis- 
rence  m  the  case  between  Middlesex  and 
the  other  counties.  But  it  was  held  that 
no  execution  could  legally  take  place  in 
any  county  in  which  the  sovereign  re- 
sided, without  being  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  his  majesty.  Hence  it 
would  be  recollected,  that  when  the  Kine 
was  some  years  since  at  Weymouth,  it 
was  doubted  whether  any  execution  could 
take  place,  without  his  majesty's  express 
sanction;  and  upon  the  same  ground  it 
might  be  doubted,  whether  while  the  Re- 
gent resided  at  Brighton  any  execution 
could  take  place  in  Uie  county  of  Sussex 
without  being  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tioa  of  his  Royal  Highness.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  would  be- 
come ministers  to  have  such  a  difficulty 
taken  into  consideration,  and  some  provi- 
sion made  to  decide  the  question. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Tatfhr  deplored  the  unfor-. 


tunate  delay  to  which  the  conversation 
referred.  For  the  suspence  complained 
of,  with  respect  to  those  prisoners,  must 
be  a  source  of  uneasiness  to  every  man  of 
consideration.  But  it  was  his  intention 
to  have  offered  himself  to  the  notice  of 
the  House,  if  it  were  not  for  the  explana- 
tion of  his  noble  friend,  for  he  was  per* 
suaded  that  no  man  of  feeling  could  be 
more  disturbed  by  the  infliction  of  pain 
than  the  illustrious  person  at  present  exer« 
cisinff  the  functions  of  sovereignty.  He 
could,  indeed,  assure  the  House,  that  this 
illustrious  person  felt  a  peculiar  repug- 
nance to  tnat  part  of  his  duty  which  re- 
ferred to  the  sanction  of  any  execution. 
That  in  truth  his  Royal  Highness  never 
sanctioned  such  a  sentence  without  the 
most  poignant  regret  [Hear,  hear!].  But 
as  to  the  difficulty  which  related  to  th6 
case  under  consideration,  he  agreed  with 
his  learned  friend  who  had  just  sat  down, 
that  it  ought  to  be  investigated,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  its  recurrence.  For  no 
one  could  answer  for  the  state  of  his 
health,  and  therefore  the  health  of  no 
individual  should  be  allowed  to  interfere 
with  the  necessary  administration  of  pub- 
lic justice.  The  lion,  gentleman  con- 
cluded with  expressing  his  satisfaction  to 
find,  that  although  in  this  as  in  all  other 
acts  of  the  government,  the  ministers  alone 
were  responsible,  the  Regent  was  not 
aware  of  or  at  all  implicated  in  the  case 
immediately  referred  to. 

Mr.  Brougham  declared,  that  he  felt 
peculiarly  satisfied  by  the  explanation  of 
the  noble  lord.  For  although  he  was  al- 
ways ready  to  admit  the  responsibility  of 
ministers  for  every  act  or  omission  of  the 
government,  he  would  yet  express  his 
satisfaction  that,  in  this  instance  blame 
was  attributable  to  them  alone.  That 
ministers  alone  were  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  the  government  was  his  con- 
stitutional opinion — this  he  said  upon  re- 
flection and  advisedly  [Hear,  near  11. 
But  yet  in  making  this  statement  he  felt 
it  necessary  to  observe,  that  this  whole- 
some constitutional  principle  was  first  de- 
parted from  by  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  For  instance,  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite (Castlereagfa)  had  taken  occasion, 
m  more  instances  than  one,  to  introduce 
into  the  debates  of  that  House  the  per- 
sonal merits  of  the  Prince  exercising  the 
powers  of  sovereignty,  for  the  purpose  of 
panegyrizing  his  Royal  Highness,  to  whom 
alone,  according  to  the  noble  lord's  alle- 
gation, any  merit  due  to  the  conduct  of 
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'  fwwmeBt  wai  oudariMy  ■tlribatabb. 
Ambif  atiMTaed  teijoM  (Ban)  on  tfat 
oibir  sidi^  thought  proper,  loit  tefrioOt  to 
givo  Botico  of  8  cuitinet  nMMhm  fbr  an 
oidroM  of  tbooht  to  hit  rojai  bi^noM 
tho  Briooe  Regent  for  the^exeeuuon  of 
hii  oBctftl  datiei.  Th«i  members  on  the 
odier  tide  of  the  Houee  deported  from 
tfaoiuoel  coottitutional  practice  by  fixing 
the  mention  of  parliament,  not  upon  the 
cpodnet  of  minitteff »  but  upon  the  per^ 
■enal. administration  of  the  Frfoce.  Yet 
tboM  gentlemen  aflbeted  to6d  oftnded 
al  any  aUosion  to  that  peiyonal  admials 
uatloa  which  was  not  qmte  in  aoeordanoe 
^wkh  the  strain  of  praise  which  they 
thom^  it  expedient  to  emnloT  when 
whs  hmgna^  ucoiinstent  wiin  tne  spirit 
of  the  consutution  and  the  practice  of 
parliaaMnt* 

4iOsd  CmMenoA  said,  he  was  extremdj 
^adiftom  what  he  liad  just  beard,  that 
pailhment  was  not  likely  agam  to  be 
■laoed  In  painful  situations.  He  was 
■appy  to  think  the  House  was  not  again  to 
be  puned  as  it  had  Been  the  other  ni||ht. 
Ho  daeluod  that  he  took  Uame  to  him- 
aalf  ftr  act  calUap  that  bon.  and  learned 
gendeman  to  omr,  when  on  «  fimner 
njghl  he  thousht  proper  to  employ  the 
most  abominable  and  uojustifisDle  lan- 
guage [Hear,  hear  !]]•  It  was  undoubt- 
edly true  that  ministers  were  constitu- 
tionally responsible  for  any  faults  in  tbe 

'  conduct  of  the  gorernment,  but  It  was  no 
less  true  that  the  so? ereign  alone  was  con- 
stitutionally entitled  to  the  praise  of  any 
merit  which  belonged  to  tnat  conduct. 
If,  therefore,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man  intended  what  he  had  just  said  as  an 
amende  honorable^  he  could  not  but  think 
that  he  had  read  his  recantation  by  halves. 
Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  so  far  from 
making  any  recantation,  he  was  ready  to 
repeat  the  words  alluded  to,  if  their  repe- 
tition would  afford  the  noble  lord  any 
satisfaction.  So  far  from  being  disposed 
to  recant,  he  was  prepared  to  maintain, 
as  he  had  already  stated,  that  the  lan- 
guage used  by  the  noble  lord  and  others, 
afforded  the  fullest  justification  for  his 
conduct 

Mr.  Bathufst  expressed  his  decided 
disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
boo.  and  learned  gentleman,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  animadvert  upon  the  language 
of  that  hon.  and  learneu  gentleman  on  a 
former  evening,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  by 

Mr.  TMniffy,  who  contended  that  it  was 
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Jmgokr  to  refer  to  words  spoken  in  a 
ibriDer  debate^  and  that 'his  hon.  and 
learned  frittEid  had  made  no  recantatian. 
But  he  deprecated  the  reference  thexMnb 
as  the  rignt  hon.  gentleman  was  iiniiaail 
verting  upon  expressions  used  in  the  heat 
of  discussion,' in  a  strain  ratlier  more 
likely  to  exasperate  than  to  allay  ani* 
mosity* 

The  Aitomejf  General  rose  to  order, 
oonceiTing  it  irregular  in  any  member  to 
indulge  in  comments  when  he  called  an- 
other member  to  order. 

Mr.  Methuen  appealed  to  the  chair  to 
decide  the  question  of  order  [A  \oaA  crj 
of  Chair,  chair!]. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  when  thna  ap- 
plied to  on  all  sides  of  the'  Hovse,  aa  to 
the  point  of  order,  he  had  no  heoiiation  ia 
stating  that  this  eonTersation  oo^  to  go 
no  uvther* 

ExTBVTS IV Aid.]  Mr.miBamSmHk 
moved,  *«  That  there  be  hud  befbiw  this 
House,  an  account  of  the  number  af  Ex* 
tents  m  Chief  against  all  debton  of  the 
Crown,  except  such  as  shaU  appear  to 
ha?e  been  only  parocUal  ceHecton  of  die 
Kbg^  taxesi  which  have  b««nrteaed 
frnm  thn fir iihi ipuii  in  rsrii  jwflfftoni  tlie 
1st  of  January  1801  to  the  Slat  of  Da» 
comber  1818,  inclusive,  and  of  die  nnnber 
of  extents  in  aid  issued  in  each  year  daring 
the  same  period.**  He  also  moved  for  an 
account  of  all  extents  in  aid  issued  each 
year  since  1812,  specifying  against  whom 
each  extent  was  issued,  the  amount  for 
which  it  was  issued,  and  the  branch  of 
revenue  or  other  source  on  which  it  be« 
came  due ;  also  those  that  were  issued  at 
the  instance  of  the  parties  themselves. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  such  an  account  would  very  unne* 
cessarily  bring  before  the  House  and  the 
public  the  names  and  circumstances  of 
those  unfortunate  individual,  against 
whom  those  extents  had  been  issued. 
There  were  also  many  instances  in  which 
extents  were  issued  for  Crown  debts,  and 
never  proceeded  on.  He  would  have  no 
objection  to  the  motion  if  it  was  so  framed 
as  not  to  expose  the  names  and  circum* 
stances  of  individuals. 

Mr.  fV.  Smith  said,  that  he  was  anxious 
to  obtain  certain  information,  without 
giving  much  trouble ;  but  this  he  could 
not  elect,  unless  the  names  of  the  parties 
were  communicated.  He  wished  to  know 
the  number  of  extents  issued,  and  partis 
cularly  those  which  wer#  issued  at  the  ins- 
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fttance  of  the  parties  tliemselvet.  If  any 
means  could  be  devised  for  acquiring  this 
without  producing  the  names,  he  would 
readily  accede  to  it. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  Chancellor  | 
of  the  Exchequcri  the  motion  was  with-  j 
drawn. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday/,  March  25. 

State  op  Ibbland.]  The  Marquis 
of  Buckingham  adverted  to  the  notice 
given  for  him  in  his  absence  through  in- 
dJispositioDy  by  a  noble  friend,  of  a  motion 
for  Friday  respecting  the  State  of  Ireland, 
and  observed*  that  understanding  it  would 
be  more  convenient  to  noble  lords  to  have 
the  discussion  to-morrow  se'nnight,  he 
was  desirous  of  postponing  it  to  that  day, 
and  therefore  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
then  to  move  that  the  House  should  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committee  on  the  state 
of  Ireland. — On  the  noble  marquis's  mo- 
tion the  lords  were  ordered  to  be  sum- 
moned for  that  day. 


Public  Expsnditure.3  The  Earl  of 
Darnley  observed,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  important  at  the  present  period  than 
to  watch  carefully  over  the  Public  Expen- 
diture, in  order  to  limit  it  to  what  was 
absolutely  necessary.  He  most  sincerely 
congratulated  their  lordships  and  the 
country  on  the  decision  witn  respect  to 
the  property  tax,  both  on  account  of  the 
relief  which  it  afforded,  and  likewise  on 
account  of  the  confidence  in  parliament 
which  it  would  preserve  in  the  country—* 
a  confidence  without  which  the  public 
aflbirs  could  never  be  properly  conducted. 
But  then  it  became  only  the  more  neces- 
sary, on  account  of  that  decision,  to  pay 
the  utmost  attention  to  economy  and 
retrenchment:  and,  in  order  that  their 
lordships  might  be  aware  of  those  particu- 
lars in  which  retrendiment  was  called  for, 
it  would  be  highly  proper  to  bring  under 
their  view  thoa^e  cases  in  which  there  had 
been  a  useless  waste  of  the  public  money. 
Upon  that  ground,  he  wished  now  to  give 
notice,  that  he  would  at  some  future 
period  move  for  an  account  of  the  money 
expended  on  certain  works  which  were 
carried  on  in  the  county  where  he  resided « 
and  in  others,  such  as  the  military  canal 
works,  which  were  of  little  or  no  advan- 
tage to  the  public,  and  yet  produced  a 
vory  considerable  expenditure  of  public 
money.  He  intended  to  move  for  nn 
accouat  of  the  sums  so  expcuded  since 
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the  commencement  of  the  last  war,  and 
would  give  previous  notice  of  the  time 
when  he  should  move  for  it. 

The  Earl  of  Mulgrave  had  no  ohjectioa 
personally  to  the  production  of  these  ac- 
counts, but  could  not  see  the  practical 
utility  of  such  a  motion,  unless  the  nol)Ie 
lord  intended  to  revise  the  former  votes  of 
parliament  by  which  this  measure  had 
been  sanctioned.  For  what  took  place, 
however,  before  he  came  into  oilice  he 
was  not  responsible,  and  with  regard  to 
himself  he  had  no  objection  to  the  ac« 
counts  being  produced. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  said,  he  had  no 
intention  of  revising  the  former  votes  of 
parliament,  nor  of  interfering  with  the 
responsibility  of  ministers,  his  only  object 
was  to  show  that  an  expense  had  been  in- 
curred about  an  object  which  was  now 
useless,  and  that  therefore  all  further 
expenditure  for  the  same  purpose  ought 
to  be  saved. 

Quakers'  Petition  against  ths 
Propbkty  Tax.]  The  Marquis  of  Lant^' 
doxione  presented  a  Petition  from  a  number 
of  the  society  called  Quakers  against  the 
property  tax.  He  wished  to  call  their 
lordships  attention  to  it,  as  the  addresa 
was  rather  unusual.  It  was  addressed  to 
the  Upper  House  of  Parliament,  which 
was  one  denomination  of  their  lordshipa* 
House.  It  was  for  Uieir  lordships'  to 
say  whether  they^would  receive  it.  But 
he  was  instructed  to  state,  that  the  only 
reason  why  the  petitioners  were  unwilling 
to  address  it  to  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  was,  that  they  conceived  that 
this  was  a  mode  of  address  which  ought  to 
be  used  only  to  the  Supreme  Being. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  the  Upper 
House  of  Parliament  was  a  denomination 
of  that  House,  and  given  to  it  in  their 
own  standing  orders,  but  that  no  petition 
so  addressed  had  ever  before  been  re» 
ceived. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  this  was  a 
matter  as  clear  as  the  sun  at  noon-day. 
The  Upper  House  of  Parliament  was  one 
proper  denomination  of  that  House ;  and 
why  should  they  refuse  to  receive  a  peti-* 
tion  so  addressed,  especially  as  the  refusal 
would  deprive  that  valuable  body  of  per^ 
sons  called  Quakers  of  the  privilege  of 
petitioning  their  lordships'  House,  which 
was  enjoyed  by  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity i  In  their  own  standing  orderi, 
the  House  of  Commons  was  called  the 
Lower  House,  and  the  House  of  Lorda 
the  Upper  House  of  Parliament.     Did 
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they  mean  tlic  wall*  uf  the  houses  or 
the  mcmbeni?  In  one  of  ihcir  orders  it 
was  said,  thni  tho  I^n«r  House  was  to 
MantI  «t  ihcir  bar  uncnvcred.  Did  ihey 
raeait  llmt  Ihe  walls  vrere  tu  ci»ne  to  their 
bar  and  stand  uncovered .'    Another  order 

Erovtdi'il  for  boldina  conferences  witli  the 
ower  House:  in  ilio  painted  chamlicr. 
Did  they  mean  that  the  walls  of  the  House 
of  Oontmnns  must  come  and  tnlk  to  tlient 
in  the  painted  chamherf  Another  order 
■puke  of  Ihe  door-ktopers  coming  in 
while  the  Mou«e  was  sitting.  Did  tlicy 
ineao  while  the  walls  wt-re  silting,  or  the 
nombenj  It  was  clear,  then,  that  by  the 
Upper  House  were  meant  the  members, 
and  that  this  was  a  proper  address. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  caid,  that  in  these 
instances  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
t>ie  Lords  spiritual  and  lempoml  were 
meant;  but  if  any  one  were  to  ask  these 
petitioners  whether  they  meant  the  Lords 
■piritual  and  temporal,  the  answer  would 
be,  that  they  meant  lu  sudi  ihing.  There 
waa  no  wish  to  prevent  these  persons 
from  peticioiung,  but  they  ought  lo  treat 
their  lordshtpi  with  the  usual  respect. 

The  House  then  divided  od  the  tgucs- 
tions  whetlier  the  petition  should  be  re- 
ceived : — Not-Contenls,  36 :  Contents,  9 
•—Majority   agniait   receiving   the  peli- 


Statute  Boor.]  Earl  Sifinhope  ad- 
verted to  the  state  of  the  Statute  Book, 
observing,  that  in  no  country  in  the  world 
was  there  a  statute  hook  in  which  there 
were  so  many  defects,  and  which  was  so 
voluminous  or  so  canruscd.  Of  this  stale 
of  our  statute  book  every  justice  of  the 
peace,  every  one  coacerned  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  or  in  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes  must  be  aware.  Hence 
great  evils  arose ;  in  order  to  do  away 
which,  he  had  a  remedy  to  propose,  and 
gave  notice  iliat  on  Friday  sennight  he 
ahould  bring  torward  a  motion  upon  the 
■ubject. 

HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 
Monday,  March  2,5. 
Propebtt!  Tax.]  Sir  rtaberl  Herou 
aaid,  tliat  seeing  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  his  place,  he  thought  proper 
to  put  to  him  a  ([uestion  which  Tic  had  no 
doubt  the  lion,  gentleman  would  be  able 
to  answer  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House 
and  the  country  ;  namely,  whether  as  the 
propertjf  lax  was  to  be  discontinued,  it 
■wM  meant  to  get  r«I  of  all  the  odious 


.■ammtsa.  urn 

machinery  of  thai  odious  tax,  ami  osp»- 
cially  oi'  the  nine  or  ten  iiispectar«  «f 
taxes,  by  whom  the  people  were  HdiicU.'d 
under  the  pressure  ot  that  tax, 

Mr.  ItUihinglon  was  not  perfectly  }>if 
pared  to  give  an  ani^wer  to  tlie  4)ne»tian, 
but  since  the  property  lax  was  nut  to  be 
renewed,  he  whs  sure  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  ministers  to  keep  up  uuneccssarily 
any  pntt  of  its  machinery. 

CoRO^R>(»<  Bill.]  On  the  mation  of 
Mr.  H.  Suniuei',  the  above  bill  was  read  a 
second  time.  On  the  motion,  '*  Th^it  this 
bill  he  committed," 

Mr.  f^un>  LtJ'cvrr  rose,  and  exprcaied 
bis  intention  of  opposing  the  measure.  At 
the  presu'Ut  period,  when  the  greatest  dis- 
tress prevailed  all  over  the  country,  the 
House  ought  to  be  very  careful  bow  they 
imposed  additional  burthens  od  the  peo- 
ple, by  whom  the  coroners'  salaries  were 
paid.  It  did  not  appear,  from  the  Uto 
contest  for  the  (situation  of  coroner  of  tlie 
county  of  Middlesex,  that  there  was  any 
want  of  proper  persons  to  fill  the  affice, 
even  at  the  present  salary.  He  believed 
that  more  respectable  persons  did  not  ex- 
ist than  those  whoaoughlibrihissititation. 
They  were  chiefly  attorneys,  men  of  emU 
nuncc  in  their  profession  i  and  so  ihey 
ought  to  be ;  fur,  in  many  cues,  great  at- 
tention was  necessary  in  the  investigation 
of  matters  that  came  before  the  jury,  and 
the  cofooer  ought  to  he  competenl  to  di- 
rect them  on  those  points.  One  of  the 
great  objects  of  tliose  who  aimed  at  the  si- 
tuation of  coroner  was,  to  get  that  fame 
and  notoriety  in  thd  country,  which  were 
so  necessary  for  men  practising  the  law. 
The  lion,  gentleman  then  observed,  that 
the  office  of  coroner  was  one  of  very  great 
importance.  The  coroncf/epresented  tlic 
king,  and  should,  he  conceived,  be  paid  in 
some  other  manner,  than  out  of  the  coun- 
try rates.  In  conclusion,  be  moved, 
"  Tliat  the  bill  be  committed  thii  day  six 
months." 

The  Speaker  reminded  the  hon.  sentle- 
mao  that  the  ijuestion  hiifore  the  House 
was,  "  Thot  this  bill  be  committed,"  which 
must  be  met  by  a  direct  nei;&tivc,  and  not 
by  on  amendment,  as  to  the  lime  when 
that  proceeding  ahould  take  place. 

Mr.  Swan  difiVred  very  much  from  tlie 
hon,  gentleman  opposite.  Although  a 
contest  of  considerable  magnitude  had 
lately  taken  place  in  tlie  county  of  Middle- 
sex, for  the  situation  of  coroner,  it  should 
be  recollected  that  a  very  creat  difierence 
existed  bctweeu  the  emolumeots  of  the 
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coroner  for  Middleiex,  and  those  derived 
by  individuals  in  remote  counties.  The 
coroner  for  Middlesex  had  not  any  great 
distance  to  travel,  and  the  inquests  were 
sj  numerous,  that  attendint^  to  them  was 
almost  sufficient  to  occupy  all  his  time. 
In  the  remote  counties,  however,  the  si- 
tuation of  coroner  was  not  filled  hy  persons 
of  sufficient  respectability.  He  knew  in- 
stances where  apotliecarics  and  school- 
roasters  ser>'cd  as  coroners,  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  sufficient  attention  was 
not  paid  to  the  duties  of  the  office.  The 
coroner  was  under  the  necessity  of  at- 
tending the  assizes ;  and  thus  very  often 
when  that  officer  lived  thirty  or  forty  miles 
from  the  county  town,  he  was  obliged  to 
appear  there,  his  expenses  bein^r  paid  by 
himself,  and  no  remuneration  whatever 
granted  to  him.  In  consequence  of  the 
office  being  thus  undervalued,  he  had 
heard  of  instances  where  paupers,  and 
others  who  had  no  friends  or  relations  to 
look  minutely  into  the  causes  of  their  death, 
had  something  like  a  coroner's  inquest 
held  on  them,  which  was  conducted  rather 
as  a  mere  matter  of  course,  than  as  an  in- 
quiry set  on  foot  for  a  grave  and  impor- 
tant purpose.  By  granting  to  the  coroner 
a  proper  remuneration,  such  occurrences 
would  be  avoided ;  since  they  would  be 
sure  of  having  respectable  candidates  for 
the  office. 

Mr.  Holme  Sumner  said,  the  remunera- 
tion at  present  given  to  the  coroner  was 
by  no  means  adequate.  The  office  was 
one  that  required  the  abilities  of  persons  of 
education,  and  certainly  no  man  of  liberal 
education  would  undertake  to  fill  it  for  the 
paltry  emolument  of  20^.  for  each  inquest, 
having,  perhaps,  to  ride  20  or  SO  miles  to 
the  place  where  it  was  to  be  held.  Be- 
sides, the  coroner  oflen  lost  much  time, 
for  which  he  did  not  receive  any  additional 
recompense.  Thus,  when  he  came  to  the 
appointed  place,  he  might  find  the  consta- 
ble negligent  in  his  duty,  and  the  jury,  in 
consequence,  not  summoned.  By  this 
Taeans,  a  delay  of  two  or  three  days  might 
arise,  and  for  this  he  received  no  more 
than  20s,  Sixty-five  years  ago,  the  coro- 
ner was  allowed  9d.  per  mile  for  travelling; 
at  that  time  posting  was  about  6d.  or  Id, 
a  mile.  They  received  no  more  now, 
fvhen  posting  was  so  much  increased  in 
price.  An  hon.  gentleman  observed,  that 
the  coroner  was  the  representative  of  the 
king,  and  yet,  when  he  refused  to  increase 
his  remuneration  he  seemed  to  say,  that 
he  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  travel  in  a 
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post-chaise.  But,  surely,  if,  in  the  exer^ 
cise  of  his  functions,  he  represented  tlie 
monarch,  the  least  mark  of^  respect  that 
could  be  shown  to  him  was  the  aftbrding 
him  the  means  of  making  his  necessary 
journeys  in  a  post-chaise.  The  charga 
was  certainly  made  on  the  country  rates ; 
but  the  law  had  applied  a  remedy,  where 
it  was  found  burthensome  ;  and  it  was  the 
fault  of  the  country,  if  it  were  not  made 
use  of  where  the  necessity  existed.  In 
Lancashire  it  was  acted  on ;  and  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  notice  had  been  given 
that  the  question  would  be  brought  under 
consideration  at  the  next  quarter  sessions. 
But  what,  he  would  ask,  was  tlie  burthen  2 
it  would  not,  in  any  one  instance,  amount 
to  more  than  five  farthings  in  the  pound. 
This  was  a  very  trifling  remuneration, 
when  placed  in  competition  with  the 
good  effiscts  that  would  be  produced 
by  inciting  respectable  persons  to  fill  the 
office. 

Sir  James  Graham  was  aware,  that  the 
House  could  not  be  too  cautious  in  laying 
additional  burthens  on  the  people  at  the 
present  moment :  but  the  utmost  extent 
of  the  burthen  now  required  to  be  imposed 
was  about  five  or  six  shillings  on  eacn  pa- 
rish. That  could  never  be  considered  an 
important  sum  to  the  inhabitants  of  any 
county,  particularly  when  they  reflectea 
that,  by  paying  it,  they  were  pretty  sure 
of  having  a  respectable  and  intelligent  co« 
roner.  To  prove  that  this  valuable  officer 
was  at  present  inadequately  rewarded,  the 
hon.  baronet  adverted  to  a  case,  which  oc- 
curred not  far  from  London,  where  the 
coroner  was  obhged  to  attend  three  dayv 
and  nights  to  investigate  the  circumstances 
of  an  atrocious  murder.  By  his  jnde- 
fatigable  exertions,  the  murderers  were 
traced  out;  but  still  for  three  days  anxious 
attendance,  he  received  no  more  than 
20s.  and  9^.  per  mile  for  his  travelling. 
This  rate  was  settled  by  the  25th  Geo.  2nd 
upwards  of  sixty  years  ago,  and  was  wholly 
disproportioned  to  the  necessity  of  the 
case.  Those  gentlemen  had  frequently 
40  or  .50  miles  to  ride;  sometimes  amongst 
mountains,  and  in  the  midst  of  snow, 
where  they  often  ran  the  risk  of  being  lost; 
and  surely  it  could  not  be  contended,  that 
the  pittance  they  received  was  a  fair  re- 
muneration for  such  labour.  If  he  con- 
ceived that  the  proposed  increase  would 
bear  hard  on  the  agricultural  interest,  he 
would  not  vote  for  it.  But,  feeling  thatit 
would  not,  and  knowing  the  importance 
and  utility  of  the  office  (one  of  tne  most 
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the  petiiioners  were  (he  more  Uit* 
these  expecUtioiia,  from  tba 
ecorameodation,  at  the  opening 
ision,  in  the  speech  from  the 
throne,  and  the  pledge  givun  by  the  Hotue 
in  the  addres*  to  his  ro3'at  highneis  the 
Prince  Regent ;  that  (he  petitioner*  hare 
with  grief  and  disajip ointment  observed, 
that  notwithstanding  thcte  aBsuraoces, 
notwithstanding  tht;  frequent  recommett- 
datioiia  of  committees  of  tlie  House,  and 
the  continued  and  urgent  petitiom  of  the 
people  to  parliament,  no  such  moostirea 
have  been  udopted ;  tliat  the  pelilionen 
have  on  the  contrary  seen,  at  a  momeot 
of  «uch  general  dittreia  and  sufiering,  a 
wasteful  profusion  and  extravagance  per- 
vade every  branch  of  the  government, 
the  augmentation  of  salaries  in  Tarioui 
departments,  the  civil  list,  aller  the  re- 
peated parliamentary  aids,  again  deeply 
in  arrcar;  above  all,  the  proposed  un- 
menac  and  before  unheard  of  military 
establishments,  uticalled  for  by  the  inter' 
nol  or  external  stale  of  the  country,  re- 
pugnmit  to  all  the  wife  principles  and 
maxirasof  our  ancesEora,  highly  dangeroui 
to  the  liberties  of  the  ^leople,  and  subTer- 
sivG  of  the  constitutron ;  tliat  so  loDg 
(they  conceive)  as  such  a  standing  army 
is  continued,  so  long  is  the  con«titution 
suspended ;  that  thu«  arc  the  petitioners, 
at  a  time  of  profound  peace,  called  upon 
to  Eupport  expensive  and  dangcious  es- 
tablishments, suitable  only  to  a  state  of 
war,  and  greatly  exceeding  those  of  some 
of  the  most  glorious  wars  thii  country  has 
been  engaged  in,  all  tending  to  increase 
and  perpetuate  a  corrupt  and  overwhelm- 
ing influence,  poisoning  the  very  sources 
of  national  happiness  and  prosperity,  and 
sapping  the  fonndations  of  the  British 
constitution  ;  that  the  petitioners  are  tirmly 
persuaded,  that  with  the  reduction  of 
these  expensive  and  unnecesury  military 
cBtablishmcnts  to  a  constitutional  standard, 
and  a  due  attention  to  reform  and  eco< 
Homy  in  the  administration  of  a^rs,  there 
can  exist  no  necessity  for  the  imposition 
of  additional  burthens  upon  a  people  al- 
ready borne  down  by  excessive  taxation; 
and  agricultural  end  commercial  difficul- 
ties; that  the  petitioners  humbly  submit 
to  the  House,  that  the  suflerings  the  peo- 
ple have  endured,  and  the  pressure  which 
now  bears  so  heavily  upon  them,  will  no 
longer  admit  of  those  (axes  which  have 
oppressed  and  impoverished  the  country 
'  bemg  wasted  in  thoughtless  profusion  or 


should  receive  hia  !*upport. 

Mr.  Hnivfy  said,  (he  grand  jury  of  the  gracious 
county  of  Norfolk  had  odea  lamented,  of  the  s 
that  triey  had  not  power  to  grant  to  the    *'  " 

coroner  a  greater  allowance  than  was  war- 
ranted by  act  of  parhamcnt.  On  inquiry, 
it  would  be  found  that  something  was  due 
lo  the  individuals  who  filled  this  important 
office,  which  the  legislature  ought  to  see 
discharged. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  as  an  hon.  gentleman 
bod  stated,  that  additional  allowances  were 
nude  10  the  coroner,  in  the  county  of 
I<ancasliire,  he  felt  it  hU  duty  to  observe, 
that  he  knew  of  no  such  circumstance. 

Mr.  //.  Sumner  explained.  What  he 
said  was,  not  that  an  additional  allowance 
was  granted  (o  the  coroner,  in  Lancashire 
— but  that  the  freeholders  of  that  county 
had  acted  on  the  provisions  of  the  bill  for 
Vijaalieing  the  county  rates. 

Mr.  Meiliih  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
the  coroner  was,  in  many  instances,  not 
even  paid  his  expenses.  The  bill,  he  con- 
ceived, ought  lo  go  to  a  committee. 

The  raotioa  for  the  committal  of  the 
bill  was  then  carried  without  a  division. 

London  Petition  for  IIetrencii- 
HSNT  OF  Military  Establishment, 
Ire]  The  ShcriSs  of  London  presented 
at  the  bar  a  Petition  from  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London,  in  Common  Council  assembled, 
•etting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  cannot  refrain 
from  congratulating  the  House  and  tlie 
country  at  large  upon  the  sympathy  it 
has  so  honourably  manifested  with  the 
feelings  and  sufferings  of  the  people,  upon 
the  rejection  of  the  attempt  of  ministers, 
in  viofatioQ  of  the  faiih  of  parliament,  to 
entail  upon  the  country  the  most  unjust, 
inquisitorial,  and  degrading  impost  that 
ever  harassed  and  oppressed  this  nation ; 
that  afler  the  unexampled  exertions  and 
sacrifices  the  country  has  maile  in  a  con- 
test unprecedented  in  history,  and  tlic 
distress  and  privations  they  have  endured, 
the  petitioners  had  formed  the  most  con- 
fident expectations,  that  upon  the  resto- 
ration of  peace  they  shoujil  at  least  have 
been  relieved  from  the  moat  galling  aod 
oppressive  of  their  burthens;  that  tliey 
should  have  witnessed  the  whole  energies 
of  the  government  directed  towards  the 
reduction  of  war  establishments,  and  de- 
vising measures  of  reformation  and   re-      _    „     .     _ ^ _. 

trendimaoi  io  Uie  ontioaal  expenditure;   crinuiial  ej^trivoguice i  that  it  wouid  ex> 
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ceed  the  patteRce  of  the  people  to  see 
sums  thus  wrung  from  their  industry  cor- 
ruptly and  Tenally  thrown  away  in  false 
splendour,  or  in  multiplying  the  means  of 
corrupting  those  who  should  be  their  re- 
presentatives, the  guardians  of  their  liber- 
ties, and  their  protectors  from  plunder 
and  oppression ;  that,  in  the  language  of 
a  memorable  protest  however  the  waste 
of  public  money  and  the  profusion  of  use- 
less places  and  salaries  may  have  been 
overlooked  in  the  days  of  wealth  and 
prosperity,  the  necessities  of  the  present 
times  can  no  longer  endure  the  same  sys- 
tem of  corruption  and  prodigality ;  and 
from  the  expierience  of  this,  as  well  as 
other  countries,  times  of  necessity  have 
always  been  times  of  reform;  that  that 
necessity,  the  petitioners  humbly  conceive, 
is  at  length  arrived,  and  does  imperiously 
require  prompt,  vigorous,  and  disinterest- 
ed exertions,  and  real  and  substantial  re- 
ibrmation ;  the  petitioners  therefore  hum- 
bly pray,  that  the  House  will  most  seri- 
ously take  into  consideration  the  patience 
which  the  people  have  shown,  under  the 
most  trying  dilRcuIties;  and  that  they  will 
be  pleased  .to  reduce  the  proposed  enor- 
mous military  establishments  to  a  consti- 
tutional standard,  and  adopt  the  most 
speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  lessen- 
ing the  national  burthens  by  reducing  ex- 
orbitant salaries,  abolishing  all  unneces- 
sary places,  pensions,  appointments,  and 
establishments,  by  introducing  a  system 
of  reformation  and  retrenchment  in  every 
branch  of  the  public  expenditure,  and 
adopting  the  most  rigid  economy  in  every 
department  of  the  state." 

Sir  James  Shaw  observed,  that  it  must 
be  the  anxious  wish  of  every  member  of 
that  House,  and  of  every  man  in  the 
country,  to  practise  the  most  rigid  eco- 
nomy, and  he  trusted  that  the  govern- 
ment, acting  upon  that  principle,  would 
do  every  thing  in  its  power  to  make  re- 
ductions to  the  utmost  possible  extent. 

Mr.  PoHSonSy  rose  to  express  his  satis- 
faction that  the  city  of  London  were  ac- 
c^uainted  with  that  which  most  gentlemen 
in  that  House  knew,  the  necessity  of  every 
retrenchment  in  the  public  expenditure 
which  could  be  made.  It  must  have  struck 
that  House  and  the  public,  that  hitherto 
the  only  progress  they  had  made  was  in 
putting  an  end  to  two  very  odious  and 
injurious  taxes :  but  on  the  subject  of  ex- 

?en8e  they  had  done  as  yet  very  little. 
*heir  duty  now,  however,  was,  to  proceed 
upon  that   subject,  and  be  was  sure  it 


would  be  unnecessary  to  remind  tbtt 
House,  that  although  an  end  had  beea 
put  to  those  taxes,  yet,  unless  they  cur- 
tailed the  expenses  of  the  country,  other 
taxes  must  be  put  on  in  their  place. 

Mr.  Preston  wished  to  know  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  where  the 
fund  was,  from  which  he  could  raise  se- 
venteen millions  for  the  peace  establish- 
ment ?  Was  he  to  procure  it  from  the 
landed,  the  commercial,  or  the  manufac^ 
turin^  interest  ?  He  was  sure  it  could  not 
be  raised  from  any  one  of  them.  By  the 
conduct  of  ministers,  the  country  was 
placed  in  a  dilemma,  was  plunged  into  e 
state  of  distress,  out  of  which  she  could 
not  be  extricated,  unless  by  the  adoption 
of  a  system  of  the  most  rigid  economy. 

Mr.  H^iiliftm  Smith  bore  testimony  to 
the  respectability  of  the  court  of  common 
council  which  had  agreed  to  the  petition* 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  verbal 
amendments,  and  some  slight  difference 
of  opinion  on  minor  points,  the  petition 
was  unanimously  acceded  to. 

Tho  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Army  Estimates."]  Mr.  Wi/nn  moved 
that  the  paper  before  the  House,  respect- 
ing the  late  appointment  of  sir  T.  Tnorn- 
son,  should  be  printed.  In  order  to  bring 
this  subject  before  the  House,  he  gave 
notice,  that  on  an  early  day  he  should 
move  for  a  new  writ  for  Rochester* 
While  on  his  legs,  he  wished  to  ask  the 
noble  lord  opposite  if  fresh  estimates  were 
to  be  made  on  the  several  heads  of  expen* 
diture,  in  the  room  of  those  which  had 
been  withdrawn  ? 

Lord  Castfereagh  said,  the  object  of  hii 
noble  friend  (lord  Palmerston)  in  with- 
drawing the  estimates,  was  to  take  an  op- 
portunity of  showing,  in  connexion,  tne 
amount  of  the  reductions  to  be  made  ia 
the  course  of  the  present  year.  In  some 
of  the  debates  which  had  taken  place,  he 
Herd  Castlereagh)  had  deprecated  the 
uispositions  shown  by  some  of  the  gentle- 
men opposite  to  consider  the  estimates  as 
a  part  of  the  permanent  peace  establish- 
ment, or  even  to  consider  the  expense 
on  them,  as  that  which  was  to  continue 
throughout  the  present  year.  It  was  the 
wish  of  government  to  make  immediately 
all  the  reductions  which  could  be  safely 
effected  in  the  first  instance,  as  it  was  theur 
hope  to  bring  forward  estimates  materially 
diiterent  in  point  of  expense  in  a  future 
year*    But  in  consequence  of  the  dispo]^* 


Wlj  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Uon  which  had  been  msniresled  tu  argue 
en  Llic  cstimales,  aa  if  ihe  expense  on 
thcDi  were  to  continue  through  the  whole 
of  the  present  year,  his  imble  friend  had 
wuhed  to  withdraw  them,  in  order  to 
ehoiv  tliem  the  various  reductions  that 
would  be  made  before  the  year  expired. 
It  was  intended  to  let  the  House  iee  (as 
nearly  ua  this  could  be  done)  what  would 
be  the  expense  of  the  enil  of  the  year,  as 
well  ai  that  of  the  beginning.  To  accom- 
plish such  a  task  with  all  the  vigilance 
that  could  possibly  be  exerted,  it  was  ob- 
vious the  iocjuiry  necessary  must  take  up 
some  considerable  lime.  A  part  of  the 
rcducttona  contemplated,  from  local  cir- 
cuimiances  could  not  be  completed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year.  The  ubject 
of  his  noble  friend,  he  ivished  it  to  be  un- 
derstood, waf,  lo  show  ihe  House  what 
qhanges  bad  been  made,  wlut  were  now 
making,  and  what  would  be  made  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year.  The  House 
would  bi  enabled  tu  see  how  long  some 
of  the  expenses  which  appeared  on  ibe 
estimates  would  continue.  It  would  be 
seen  what  were  to  remain  fur  three  or  six 
months,  or  what  for  a  lunger  period.  In 
this  rrspect  the  estimates  lo  be  produced 
would  go  further  than  those  which  had 
been  already  before  the  House. 

Mr.  IVyan  said,  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  explaiiiiliun  of  the  noble  lord, 
but  at  the  same  lime,  he  could  not  help 
observing,  that  the  mode  now  pursued 
nas  entirely  difierent  from  that  adopted 
at  every  former  peace,  either  in  1763, 
178S,  or  1W2.  It  liad  uniformly  beei 
the  practice  fnr  parliament  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  ihose  details  in  the  very 
first  moment  of  entering  upon  them.  Es- 
timates were  submitted  to  that  House,  for 
the  first  throe  ijjontha,  and  a  second,  and 
a  third  estimate  was  afterwards  prepared, 
which  thus  showed  the  progress  of  the 
diminution  in  ihem.  He  wished,  how- 
ever, to  iniguire  of  the  noble  lord,  whether 
he  apprehended  there  would  be  any  in- 
convenience, in  framing  this  new  docu- 
ment, to  give  the  number  of  statf  officers, 
on  foreign  stations,  as  well  as  on  the  home 
BtattDu  ?  It  was  impossible  when  one 
lumping  sum  was  voted  fur  the  staS' gene- 
rally, to  be  able  to  scrutinize  into  the 
details,  ir  there  were  no  objection  to 
that  information  being  given,  he  would 
alWwards  move  for  a  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  staff  officers,  and  officers  of  hos- 
pitals, serving  on  foreign  stations,  in  ITil?, 
ut  order  ibai  they  might  b«  tuabltd  to 
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form  the  same  comparison  upon  that,  » 

on  ihc   home  stafl',    between    the    two 

Lord  Castlereagh  hoped  the  hon.  gen* 
tlenian  would  postpone  his  motion  for  the 
present,  till  bit  noble  friend  bud  brought 
forward  his  estimates,  when  he  would  take 
an  opportunity  of  describing  the  reduc- 
tions lo  be  made  on  the  foreign  staff  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year ;  and  he 
did  not  foresee  any  objection  on  the  port 
of  the  noble  lord  to  the  production  of  the 
returns  alluded  to.  With  respect  to  the 
returns  for  Uie  three  first  quarters  of  the 
year,  which  the  lion,  gentleman  wished 
for,  he  did  not  see  that  these  could  be 
given,  but  those  about  to  be  brmigbl  for- 
ward, from  the  arrangement  be  hud  de- 
scribed, would,  he  apprehended,  answer 
bis  purpoxe. 

Mr.  Ifynn  acquiesced  in  the  nobis 
lord's  wish. 


CoSTIKUANCE   OF  TUB  WaB    DutIES 

OF  Clstoms  and  Excise.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Wajs  and  Means, 

IheChancetlnrofilieExchequerroBC'  He 
said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  take  up  any 
large  portionofthelimeofthecommitiee,ai 
the  proposition  which  he  wislwdto  submit 
to  it  was  very  short  and  simple  He  would 
therefore  confine  himself  to  a  brief  expla< 
natiou  of  the  nature  of  tlie  measure  which 
he  was  about  to  propose.  Tlie  HousewouM 
recollect  how  the  various  branches  of  the 
customs  and  excise  duties  had  been  aug- 
mented and  applied  during  the  war.  They 
would  also  recollect  timt,  during  the  later 
periods  of  the  war,  in  the  years  1807, 
1809,  and  1811,  the  expenses  of  the  loans 
had  been  charged  upun  these  war  taxes. 
h  was,  therefore,  highly  important  that 
the  consolidated  fund  should  be  rendered 
equal  to  bear,  those  clianges  permanently. 
This  would  be  best  effected  by  continuing 
those  war  taxes  already  appropriated  for 
this  purpose  by  the  vote  of  parliament- 
He,  therefore,  now  intended  to  propose, 
that  the  war  taxes,  under  the  beads  of 
customs,  should  be  carried  to  the  consoli- 
dated fund,  to  defray  those  expenses  in- 
curred during  the  war.  Considemble  ad- 
ditions had  been  made  to  the  duties  on 
imports,  exports,  and  tonnage  :  but  these, 
with  all  the  other  war  taxes,  as  they  now 
stood,  would,  by  the  existing  act,  expire 
in  a  very  few  montlis.  It  was  his  inten> 
tinn,  at  the  proper  time,  to  propose  to  the 
House  Bome  modi^caiions  in  tbe  daiiu 
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on  imports,  it  he  beliered  they  were  those  | 
which  might  be  made  permanent  with  the  | 
least  inconvenience  to  the  public.     With  - 
respect,  therefore,  to  the  whole  of  the  war  | 
taxes  under  the  head  of  customs,  he  in- : 
tended  that  they  should  be  made  perma-  , 
nent,  and  carried  to  the  consolidated  fund.  | 
But  with  regard  to  the  other  great  branch 
—the  excise  war  duties,  his  intention  was 
to  keep  them  separate  from  the  consoli- 
dated fund ;  and  although  he  did  not  fore- 
see ony  exact  period  when  they  could  be 
given  up,  yet  he  would  not  propose  to  de- 
clare   them    absolutely  permanent.     By 
keeping  them  separate  from  the  consoli- 
dated fund,  they  could,  from  time  to  time, 
be  brought  before  the  House,  and  receive 
such  modifications  as  might  be  thought 
convenient.     For  the  present,  therefore, 
he  should  only  propose  to  continue  the 
excise  war   duties  for  a  period  of  five 
years.     At  the  same  time,  he  must  say, 
he  saw  no  early  prospect  of  being  able  to 
give  up  those  duties.     He  had  some  mea- 
sures in  contemplation,  for  the  purpose  of 
repressing  smuggUng,    which   he  hoped 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  this  branch 
of  the   revenue   considerably  more  pro- 
ductive.    It  was  not  his  intention  to  pro- 
pose any  continuation  of  the  additional 
duty  on  malt ;  and,  in  consequence  of  the 
cessation  of  this  duty,  some  regulations 
would  be  necessary  for  the  convenience 
of  the  trade,  with  a  view  to  the  re-pay- 
ment of  the  duty  of  the  stock  on  hand 
when  the  act  would  expire.     There  was 
another  reason  why  it  was  advisable  to 
separate  the  excise  duties  from  the  conso- 
lidated fund,  arising  from  the  loss  which 
would  be  occasiioned  to  the  public  on  the 
amount  of  the  current  duties,  from  the 
way  in  which  the  taxes  going  to  the  con- 
solidated fund  were  paid  into  the  exche- 
auer.      The  whole  estimated  amount  of 
le  war  excise  duties,  deducting  the  addi- 
tional malt  duty,  was  3,80(),()00/.— that  of 
the  customs,  2,760,000/.     Although  he 
Would  not  now  go  into  any  general  finan- 
cial statement,  he  might  mention  to  the 
House,  that  though   they   had    thought 
proper  to  reject  that  system  of  finance 
which  appeared,  in  his  judgment,  to  be 
the  best,  yet  he  had  no  intention  of  at- 
tempting to  substitute  any  new  taxes  to 
replace  that  of  which  he  had  been  de- 
prived, nor  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of 
any  loan.    He  should  therefore  attempt 
to  defray  the  expense  of  any  sums  which 
niight  be.ji^orrowed  in  the  course  of  the 
^'ear,  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevjsat  eoy  ma- 


terial pressure  upon  the  money  market. 
With  this  view,  during  the  present  year, 
it  was  most  desirable  to  take  nothing  from 
the  sinking  fund.  Having  given  such 
short  explanations  as  he  thought  were  ne- 
cessary, he  would  conclude  by  moving 
the  resolutions  to  which  he  anticipated  no 
objection.  The  resolutions  were  then 
read,  viz. 

*'  That,  towards  raising  the  supply 
granted  to  his  majesty,  the  several  duties 
of  customs,  which  by  an  act  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament  to  continue  certain 
temporary  or  war  duties  of  customs  on 
the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise into  (rreat  Britain,  were  conti- 
nued until  the  5th  day  of  July  1816,  shall 
be  made  perpetual.'*  2.  '*  That  towards 
raising  the  supply  granted  to  his  maiestVi 
the  several  additional  duties  of  excise  m 
Great  Bntain,  which  by  an  act  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament  were  continued  until 
the  5th  day  of  July  1816,  shall  be  further 
continued  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  save 
and  except  the  duties  on  malt  made  in 
England  and  Scotland,  or  brought  from 
Scotland  into  England,  granted  by  an  act 
made  in  the  43d  year  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty." 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  that  all  he  could  ga- 
ther from  the  speech  of  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  was  merely  this — that  though 
by  the  vigilant  attention  of  parliament  to 
tne  interests  of  the  country  he  had  been 
driven  from  the  strong  hold  he  had  formed 
for  himself,  yet  he  was  on  no  account  t(^ 
give  up  any  part  of  the  expense  for  the 
vast  military  svstem  which  himself  and  his 
colleagues  had  created,  and  that  though 
he  had  no  new  taxes  to  propose,  yet  by 
means  of  modifications,  by  means  of  new 
regulations,  and  by  means  of  a  loan,  he 
was  determined  to  carry  his  favourite  mi- 
litary scheme  into  execution,  without  re- 
garding the  call  of  the  country  for  re* 
trenchments.  He  wished  to  know  if  this 
was  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman  really 
meant  in  what  he  had  now  stated  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re^Wti^ 
that  he  had  certainly  stated  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  propose  any  great  measure 
of  taxation,  but  to  defray  the  expense  of 
such  sums  as  it  might  be  necessary  to 
borrow,  so  as  not  to  charge  it  upon  the 
sinking  fund.  It  could  be  done  therefore 
by  the  modification  of  some  of  the  exist- 
ing duties.  He  was  sure  the  House  would 
thmk  it  best  to  keep  entire  the  sioldng 
fund ;  and  when  the  question  was  as  to 
the  preservation  of  the  sinking  fund,  they 
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were  at  least  bound  to  <la  so  much  for  the 
support  of  the  public  credit  during  tlie 
present  distress  of  the  country,  sa  Dot  to 
loucb  that  fund. 

Mr.  Tifrney  said,  that  as  they  were  not 
now  going  into  the  details  of  the  budget, 
be  did  not  feel  himself  called  upon  to  give 
any  opinion  on  the  general  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  could  only 
kBy,  that  he  was  very  happy  to  find  that 
Uie  right  bon.  gentleman  had  not  carried 
into  effect  that  terrible  revenge  with  which 
he  had  threatened  the  House  in  the  shape 
of  new  taxes,  in  case  they  dared  to  reject 
the  properly  tax.  It  now  appeared  that 
this  threat  had  been  a  mere  bmtum /at- 
men  :  and  he  would  say  this  of  it,  that  of 
all  the  propositions  that  he  bad  ever  heard, 
it  would  have  been  the  mo&t  foolish.  As 
to  the  question  now  before  llie  House,  he 
Baw  no  objection  to  making  the  customs 
war  duties  permanent.  It  was  an  arrange- 
ment from  which,  he  thought,  no  incon- 
venience could  result,  and  it  was  one  to 
which  the  faith  of  parliament  was  pledged 
by  its  votes,  OS  to  the  loans  during  the 
war.  As  to  the  other  branch  of  the  reve- 
nue, the  excite,  !t  was  for  the  present  only 
intended  to  continue  the  war  duties  for 
five  years,  and  the  annual  produce  of 
these  (in  round  numbers)  was  estimated 
at  four  millions.  On  this  subject  there 
was  an  old  battle  between  himself  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  ;  and  he  still  main- 
tained, that  with  regard  to  this  part  of  the 
subject,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did  not 
look  the  situation  of  the  country  fairly  in 
the  face.  He  had  no  con6dence  in  any 
contemplated  arrangements  for  the  pre- 
vention of  smuggling,  as  none  of  those 
which  had  already  been  adopted,  and 
which,  before  they  were  actually  tried, 
had  been  declared  infallible,  had  hitherto 
succeeded ;  nay,  the  increase  of  the  reve- 
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ning  a  body  of  men  for  all  that  sagscily 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  possessed. 
He  had  often  suggested  the  propriety  of 
submitting  the  consideration  oi  these 
taxes  to  a  committee,  but  that  suggeslioo 
seemed  not  to  have  been  congenial  to  tbe 
feelings  and  wishes  of  the  right  lion,  gen- 
tleman. The  taxes  of  this  country  were 
indeed  heavy,  and  he  trusted  in  C>od 
would  soon  be  lightened;  but  when  be 
considered  that  these  particular  taxes 
were  proposed  for  five  years,  be  dreaded 
that  a  system  of  smuggling  on  a  formi- 
dable scale  would  take  place,  ruinoiu  ia 
the  extreme  to  the  revenue.  He  really 
thought  some  regulations  on  this  head 
should  be  promptly  made,  as  bo  very  much 
doubted  the  experiment  of  ruining  graug- 
gling  by  continuing  the  taxes,  and  was 
much  averse  to  the  proposed  plan  of 
checking  it  by  means  of  cavalry.  He 
would  not  ask  any  opinion  of  the  com' 
mitteeon  this  subject,  but  certainly  thought 
it  had  very  strong  claims  to  their  serious 
attention. 

The  Ckancelior  of  the  Exchequer  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  some  reply  to  what 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  stated  witb 
respect  to  the  terrible  arrangement  which 
be  imagioed  to  have  been  in  cooteropla' 
tion.  He  certainly  had  stated,  that  some- 
thing must  be  done  by  a  system  of  taxes, 
but  so  much  objection  existed  against  the 
assessed  taxes,  that  he  thought  it  not  ad- 
visable to  resort  to  them,  and  had  there- 
fore pressed  die  property  tax,  because 
there  was  no  available  subiililute;  and  it 
was  on  the  same  ground  that  he  now  pro- 
posed a  continuance  of  the  war  duties 
on  excise  and  customs,  because  there 
was  no  available  substitute.  He  wa> 
very  far  from  denying  the  critical  stuatioa 
in  which  the  finances  of  the  country  were 
placed :  but  with  respect  to  the  evils  that 


to  be  thereby  made,  calculated  upon  I  it  was  supposed  wou'ld  result  from 
the  ways  and  means  for  the  year,  after  |  gling,  they  might  be  greatly  obviated  fc^ 


all  had  entirely  failed.  How 
arrangements  be  good  against 
who  were  saiisfieo  if  they 


mugglers  I 


cargo  out  of  s( 


He  could  not  there-  I  should  propose  for  t 
'       '  '     '      .  gentle.  '  '      ' 


igilance  and  activity.     The  duties  of  the 

jstoms  had  not  yet  decreased,  and  with 
theaidofsnme  further  powers  which  he 


fore  agree  to  allow  the  right  hi 

man  to  carry  on  for  6ve  years 

mental  warfare  with  smugglers. 

be  better  at  once  to  appoint  a  committee 

to  inquire  into  the  subject,  for  the  purpose  .  the 


•  of  the  depart- 
ments concerned  in  thecollectionof  them, 
peri-  I  he  hoped  that  no  material  decrease  would 
'ould  !  take  place.       He  felt  himself  hound  to 
bis  opinion  with  that  reserve,  as  to 


of  supplying  themselves  and  the  Hi 
with  the  necessary  information.  He  , 
begged  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  turn  | 
this  subject  in    his    mind.      He    feared 


s  calculations,  which  such 
subject  seemed  to  demand,  but  still 
without  the  slighteet  feeling  of  despon- 
dency  as  to  the  ultimate  result. 

Poiisoub^  did  not  rise  for  the 


•mugglen  were  too  strong  ood  con-    pote  of  makiog  any  long  otuervatioiUf  but 
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from  all  he  had  heard  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  the  House  of  Comroons  were 
BOW  to  proceed  io  the  fame  extravagant 
mode,  as  if  ministers  had  not  been  de- 
prived of  the  property  and  malt  taxes, 
[Hear].  The  system  was  in  fact  to  be 
the  very  same  as  before,  without  any  re- 
gard to  economy.  The  House  by  their 
recent  vote  had  decided  in  a  very  strong 
manner  against  the  property  tax,  yet  the 
minister  oF  finance  had  that  evening  told 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  that 
though  he  had  been  thwarted  in  thatplan^ 
he  was  not  determined  to  relax  any  part 
of  his  extravagant  expenditure,  but  was 
reiolved  if  he  could  not  get  it  one  way  to 
have  it  another.  What  was  this,  but  in 
other  words  telling  them,  that  he  regarded 
not  the  mode,  but  the  amount  of  his  ex- 
penditure— that  they  might  deprive  him 
of  this  or  that  tax,  or  of  whatever  they 
pleased,  but  if  they  took  it  away  one  way, 
Ae  would  have  means  to  the  same  amount 
in  another  way  [Hear,  hear!]. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  last 
spoken,  perfectly  comprehended  the  na- 
ture of  his  proceeding.  But  he  could  not 
see  with  that  right  hon.  gentleman  in  what 
way  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  taxes 
had  any  bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  country :  the  question  of 
expenditure  must  rest  on  its  own  ground. 
Thinking,  as  he  did,  that  the  amount  of 
the  various  services  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  parliament  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, he  did  not  see  any  immediate 
opening  for  farther  reduction.  It  was 
equally  the  duty  of  the  House  to  watch, 
and  of  tho  government  to  correct  any 
thing  in  the  expenditure  which  could  be 
avoided,  consistently  with  the  safety  and 
interests  of  the  country.  He  did  allow 
that  a  loan  might  have  the  effect  of  en- 
couraging expenditure  in  the  government, 
because  it  was  a  mode  of  raising  money 
without  any  immediate  pressure  upon  the 
country ;  but  he  hoped  that  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  it  would  have  no  such  enbct 
upon  the  measures  of  government — that 
it  would  not  prevent  them  from  cutting 
off  any  expense  which  could  be  avoided 
with  safety  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  said,  the  public  now  saw 
what  were  the  motives  of  his  majesty's 
government,  and  by  what  principles  they 
were  actuated,  in  the  system  of  finance 
proposed  for  the  present  year.  They  de- 
manded eight  millions  and  a  half  of  money, 
and  had  formed  a  very  fine  plan  for  get- 


ting that  sum,  when  unfortunately  they 
hao  been  completely  outwitted  by  a  vote 
of  the  House.  Yet  they  took  no  wamiiiffp 
and  seemed  not  to  have  benefitted  by  this 
salutary  lesson.  The  country  were  still 
to  stand  in  the  same  situation  as  before. 
No  reduction  whatever  was  to  be  made  in 
the  extravagant  mode  of  expenditure,  but 
since  ministers  could  no  longer  tax,  thej 
were  going  to  borrow.  He  was  afraid 
they  would  not  do  fit  with  a  very  good 
grace. 

Mr.  Huskiston  said,  he  highly  approved 
of  the  mode  proposed  by  his  rignt  hoo. 
friend  of  supplying  the  deficiency  by  a 
loan.  It  was  no  doubt,  the  duty  of  par- 
liament vigilantly  to  attend  to  every  mea- 
sure proposed  by  his  majesty's  ministers, 
and  he  had  never  known  them  averse  to 
that  duty.  It  was  surely  obvious  to  every 
one,  that  the  ways  and  means  should  be 
adapted  to  the  extent  of  the  supplies.  It 
became  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
to  grant  a  vote  adequate  to  the  supplies 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  He  regretted 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  had  been  de* 
prived  of  the  property  tax,  which  he  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  ever  laid  on  the 
country ;  but  since  that  was  the  case,  it 
was  indispensably  requisite  the  deficiency 
should  be  made  good,  unless,  indeed^  the 
committee  could  come  to  the  singular  reso- 
lution of  at  once  reducing  the  whole  of 
the  proposed  establishment.  He  was  as 
anxious  as  any  man  could  be  for  economy, 
but  since  the  House  had  agreed' to  a  cer« 
tain  establishment,  it  was  requisite  they 
should  have  means  to  defray  the  neces« 
sary  expense.  The  taxes  now  to  continue 
were  acknowledged  to  be  inadequate  for 
this  purpose,  a  loan  was  therefore  neces- 
sary to  make  up  the  deficiency,  and  he 
would  ask,  was  it  possible  io  any  way  else 
to  meet  the  expenditure  of  the  country? 
He  thought  that  to  act  otherwise  would 
be  to  delude  the  public,  and  to  trifle  witii 
tlieir  best  interests. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  that  he  must  have 
sat  so  many  years  in  the  House  to  very 
little  purpose,  if  he  did  not  know  the  dif- 
ference between  a  committee  of  supply 
and  a  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
What  he  had  said  was  this— that  the 
amount  which  the  finance  minister  had 
calculated  upon  receiving  from  the  pro- 
perty and  malt  taxes,  he  now  intended  te* 
supply  himself  with  by  means  of  a  loan. 
Now,  as  far  as  he  understood  the  argument 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoko 
last,  it  went  to  this«-that  since  the  whole 
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nine  nnlliong  could  not  be  saved,  tbey 
were  la  save  none.  There  was  no  ques- 
tiODtliat  ilm  ordinary  revenue  would  nol 
cover  the  eKpenseB  of  llie  year.  The 
unount  of  the  loan  W3<  the  q^uesiion. 
He  would  repeat  what  he  had  formerly 
■aidir  that  ntinislers,  regardless  of  being 
defeated  in  the  property  tax,  were  deter- 
mined not  to  lessen  their  expenditure,  but 
to  have  it  right  or  wrong.  Thus  hope 
wu  cut  off  from  the  country.  In  vam 
bad  tbey  unanimously  reprobated  the  idea 
of  an  abominable  tax  being  continued ;  in 
waia  had  they  been  luccessful  m  their  ef- 
fofts  gainst  the  tax;  when  the  same 
laviili  expenditure  wa«  still  to  continue, 
regardless  of  the  feelings  or  privations  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Huslrisson,  in  explanation,  said, 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
not  yef  stated  the  amount  of  liis  loan,  nor 
had  the  estimates  been  reduced,  as  they 
probably  would  in  the  details.  He  re- 
peated nis  former  statement,  and  insisted, 
that  as  the  House  was  in  a  committee  of 
supply,  it  was  not  regular  to  enter  into 
discussions  foreign  to  that  subject. 

Mr.  Baring  observed,  tbat  the  design 
of  the  chnnceilor  of  the  exchequer  was 
now  too  well  seen  through.  Though  the 
people  had  been  relieved  from  the  pro* 
perty  tax,  not  in  consequence  of  any  dig- 
position  on  hit  part  to  grant  them  that 
relief,  but  by  their  own  spirited  exertions, 
yet  he  seemed  determined  to  permit  no 
advantage  to  result  from  that  happy  cvt;nt 
to  public  credit.  The  country  must  not 
have  the  smallest  benefit  from  this  reduc- 
tion of  the  taxes.  The  riglit  lion,  gentle* 
man  seemed  to  think  there  was  no  con- 
nexion between  a  reduction  of  the  taxes 
and  a  re<luction  of  the  expense  of  the 
cotiotry,  but  he  went  on  in  the  same  error. 
Because  an  cstablishmi^nt  had  been  voted 
in  the  House,  the  country  must,  some 
way  or  other,  make  up  the  unexpected 
loss  he  had  sustained  by  ihe  annihilation 
of  Ihe  property  lax.  It  was  impossible 
for  him  to  reduce  liis  establishment— that 
would  be  too  great  a  condescension — too 
much  flattering  the  prejudices  of  the 
people — he  must,  therefore,  make  up  his 
expenses,  and  get  money  where  he  could. 
It  was  not  enough  tliat  the  people  had  rid 
theniGelves  of  two  taxes  which  it  was  not 

i'ust  for  them  to  bear;  be  and  his  col- 
eagucs  were  determined  thev  would  nut 
retrench.  The  right  hoo.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  insisted,  that  tf 


of  ways  and  means  for  a  committee  of 
supply.  Now  what  was  most  to  be  com- 
pkincd  of  in  the  system  of  ministers  was, 
that  the  House  was  made  first  to  vote  the 
supplies,  wiihnnr  looking  at  the  means  of 
the  country  to  support  such  an  expendi- 
ture, which  H'as  made  an  aAcr  considera- 
tion in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
This  was  coniiary  to  all  the  rules  of  pru- 
dence— contrary  to  the  practice  of  everjr 
private  individual,  who,  if  be  had  any 
wisdom  in  the  management  of  his  alfiun, 
always  luoked  to  his  means  before  be  re- 
solved to  incur  anj'  expense.  How  could 
the  House  look  with  any  degree  of  sense 
at  estimates  until  it  knew  how  much  the 
country  could  nlTord .'  It  was  riow  aeeo 
that  these  estimates  could  not  be  voted 
without  having  recourse  to  an  intslerable 
tax  on  the  one  hand,  or  a  measure  to  in- 
jure the  public  credit  on  the  other. 
However,  there  was  this  result  from  alt 
that  had  ht^en  slated  by  the  cbaocellor  of 
Ihe  exchequer,  that  no  salvation  for  the 
country  could  be  expected  but  in  looking 
at  the  estiinstos  with  a  conviction  that 
retrenchment*  were  absolutely  necessary. 
He  was  aware  that  this  w.ts  not  the  proper 
lime  for  entering  into  a  discussion  of  that 
point;  but  he  had  said  thus  much,  be- 
cause either  some  great  ex^gemdoii  bad 
been  made,  or  some  palpable  miaCnlce 
committed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, when  he  held  out  the  amount  of 
the  property  tax  as  five  millions,  anil  the 
malt  duty  two  millions— in  all  seven  mil- 
lions— after  the  remission  of  the  tax  on 
agricultural  horses.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  a  fit  of  dii^atisfiiction  against 
the  country  and  the  House,  on  the  event 
of  his  favourite  measure  having  been  re- 
jected, helil  out  very  gloomy  prospects, 
or  he  must  have  formerly  held  out  felse 
ones,  in  the  hope  of  inducing  the  House 
to  adopt  the  measure. 

Lord  Catllereagk  really  apprehended 
that  whether  the  tax  or  loan  were  adopted, 
the  country  would  evidently  see  it  was 
the  wish  of  his  majesty's  mtnisteTB  to 
adopt  [he  most  rigid  economy  [|A  laugh 
from  the  opposition].  The  only  que^ion 
now  before  the  commiltce,  and  one  which 
certainty  deserved  much  attention  was, 
how  the  supplies  agreed  to  were  to  be 
supported,  and  what  was  the  lowest  possi- 
ble scale  of  the  expenses  of  the  country 
in  a  slate  of  peace.  He  thought  the 
House  of  Commons  in  depriving  govern- 
ment of  eight  millions,  had  materially  af* 


talked  of  «  loao,  nJRook  the  committee   fccted  the  plan  of  ecouomy  in  whieh  liJi 
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mnjcsty's  ministers  had  formed.  He  de- 
precated the  gloomy  view  of  the  country 
which  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
seemed  so  much  delighted  in  giving. 
The  country  was  not  nearly  »o  depressed, 
nor  were  its  funds  so  exhausted  ns  they 
would  persuade  members  to  believe.  He 
contended  for  the  propriety  of  the  esta- 
blishment voted  by  the  House.  It  was 
necessar}'  for  the  honour,  the  safety,  and 
the  prosperity  of  Britain.  When  the  po- 
sitions of  armies  abroad  were  considered, 
when  the  resources  necessary  at  home  for 
continually  relieving  those  abroad  irom 
their  arduous  duties  were  also  taken  into 
account,  he  considered  it  impossible  to  rea- 
lize) in  any  point  of  view,  that  immediate 
reduction  which  gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
site side  demanded.  He  would  beg  the 
committee  to  remember  that  this  esta- 
blishment was  voted  only  for  one  year, 
and  by  no  means  intended  to  be  perma- 
nent, and  he  would  also  assure  them,  that 
it  was  the  earnest  wish  of  his  majesty's 
government,  to  be  as  economical  as  posdi- 
ble.  But  government  detested  that  eco- 
nomy, which  could  only  be  purchased  by 
the  sacrifice  of  the  dearest  interests  of  the 
country  [Hear,  hear!].  Many  reduc- 
tions would  actually  be  made  in  the  course 
of  tlie  year.  It  was  impossible  at  present, 
minutely  to  point  out  what  these  would 
be,  but  they  should  certainly  soon  be  laid 
before  the  House,  in  one  combined  whole. 
Many  reductions  had  already  been  made 
in  disbanding  second  battalions,  disem- 
bodying the  militia,  &c.  It  was  not  easy 
to  go  over  the  whole  body  of  the  esti- 
mates, but  the  House  would  see  the  pro- 
gress of  reduction  in  a  paper  of  very  great 
importance,  which  was  at  present  pre- 
paring, and  for  the  production  of  which  he 
would  soon  move.  He  again  deprecated 
the  idea  which  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  entertained,  that  ministers  would  not 
have  made  any  reduction,  had  they  not 
been  thwarted  in  their  views  respecting 
the  property  tax.  He  could  wish  they 
would  treat  ministers  with  a  little  more 
of  that  charity,  to  which  they  made  such 
hich  pretensions.  Agreeably  to  the  order 
ot  the  House,  a  document  would,  in  the 
course  of  that  evening  be  presented,  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  various  reduc- 
tions in  expenditure;  but  he  cautioned 
the  House  before  hand  against  forming 
too  high  an  opinion  of  it,  as  it  only  came 
down  to  the  5th  of  January,  whereas 
many  reductions  had  been  made  since 
that  period,  and  many  more  would  take 

(VOL.  xxxnr.) 


place  before  the  .'>th  of  J  i  ily .  I  n  the  paper 
he  had  formerly  meutiuned,  which  was 
now  preparing,  the  savings  adopted  by 
ministers  were  traced  in  regular  order, 
under  the  various  political,  military^  and 
naval  departments.  He  was  sorry  to 
hear  the  country  continually  described  as 
in  an  exhausted  state.  It  was  degrading 
to  the  cliaracter  of  this  great  empire  to 
say,  that  it  was  incapable  of  provicling  for 
its  own  security.  Ihe  country  was  in  no 
such  melancholy  state.  It  was,  indeed, 
depressed,  but  that  pressure  was  tempo- 
rary, and  itfi  prosperity  would  soon  be 
evinced  in  a  satisfactory  manner  to  par- 
liament. He  by  no  means  wished  par- 
liament to  delay  the  discussion,  as  he  was 
prepared  to  meet  it  on  fair  grounds ;  but 
he  wished  gentlemen,  whose  views  were 
of  so  melancholy  a  cast,  to  delay  forming 
too  gloomy  an  opinion  till  the  proper  do- 
cuments were  before  them.  It  was  hurt- 
ful to  public  feeling,  it  was  in  every  point 
of  view  injurious  in  the  extreme,  to  be 
perpetually  brooding  over  this  dark  pic- 
ture of  the  state  of  the  country.  Minis- 
ters wished  to  be  economical— they  were 
determined  to  be  so — but  they  knew  too 
well  and  valued  too  highly  British  rights 
and  British  privileges,  to  sacrifice  them 
for  ill-judged  retrenchment.  The  plan 
proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend  for  meet- 
ing the  exigencies  of  the  year,  had  his 
warmest  support,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
would  ultimately  tend  to  the  promotion 
of  the  best  interests  of  this  great  empire* 

Mr.  Tiernei/  denied  that  gentlemen  on 
his  side  of  the  House  took  a  gloomv  y\e^ 
of  the  situation  of  the  country.  All  they 
wanted  was,  that  every  possible  reduction 
should  be  made,  and  they  said  that  the 
situation  of  the  country  required  economy. 
He  would  be  glad  to  know  how  long  the 
noble  lord  had  been  in  his  economical  fit  2 
He  believed  that  House  owed  the  change 
in  the  noble  lord  almost  entirely  to  the 
hon.  member  for  Suffolk  (Mr.  Gooch), 
who  with  a  loudness  of  tone  which,  if  it 
had  come  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  the  noble  lord  would  have  called 
clamour,  had  told  ministers,  that  unless 
they  adopted  measures  of  economy  they 
would  not  have  his  support.  It  was  from 
that  time  the  n(»ble  lord  had  had  this  fit» 
As  soon  ns  the  noble  lord  found  that 
ofiice  and  economy  must  go  together,  he 
became  an  economist  [Hear,  hear!].  He 
was  now  willing,  forsooth,  to  get  the 
country  out  of  its  gloomy  sitUj|tion  by 
pure  dint  of  economy  [a  laugh].     The 
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noble  lord  bad  asked,  why  it  was  conceived 
that  the  army  estimates  had  been  intended 
for  the  whole  year.     Simply  because  they 
had  been  called  upon  to  vote  them  for  the 
whole  year.     On  that  occasion  nothing 
liad  been  said  about  the  diflliirent  quarters. 
Now  the  House  were  challenged  to  in- 
vestigate these  estimates  point  by  point ; 
and  were  told  by  the  coble  lord,  that  in 
about  a  week  he  would  show  them  a  state- 
ment of   the  proposed   reductions   that 
would  delight  their  very  hearts  [a  laugh]. 
Why  was  not  this  paper  mentioned  be- 
fore? Because  something  had  happened 
since.     Because  his  majesty's  mmisters 
had  been  beaten — for  their  trifling  majo- 
rity was  a  defeat,  on  the  question  respect- 
ing Mr.  Croker  and  his  colleague.    But 
with  all  this  profession  of  economy  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  lord,  he  (Mr.  Tierney) 
pledged  himself  in  about  half  an  hour, 
when  the  nayy  estimates  should  come  be- 
fore the  House,  to  show  its  amount.     A 
paper  was  now  it  seemed  to  be  produced 
in  order  to  show  the  disposition  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  save  the  public  money, 
what  was  the  very  first  item  of  the  ac- 
count recently  laid  on  the  table  of  the  in- 
crease and  diminution  in  the  expenses  of 
the  public  establishments  up  to  the  end  of 
January  181G?  That  in  the  department 
of  the  treasury  alone  there  had  been  an 
increase  of  10,000/.  [Hear,  hear !].  There 
was  a  sum  ot*  6,000/.  for  contingencies, 
the  details  of  which,  were  the  Speaker  in 
the  chair,  he  would  instantly  move  for. 
If  he  were  to  ask  the  noble  lord  what  this 
increase  meant,  he  presumed  the  answer 
would  be,  «  Oh,  don't  mind  that.      God 
bless   you !    that  was  three  months  ago, 
when  I  was  in  an  extravagant  mood  [a 
laugh.]  !"    The  noble  lord  now  promised 
economy.     It  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
not  to  tru^t  to  such  promises,  but  to  go 
on  practically,  by  voting  reductions  of  ex- 
penditure,    li  they  did  their  duty  to  their 
country    they   would    disregard    all    the 
noble    lord's  professions,  and  not  lose  a 
single  day  in  forcing  practical  economy 
on  his  majesty's   gdverument.      With   a 
view  to  take  his  share  of  this  duty,  he 
gave  notice  that  he  would  speedily  repeat 
the  motion  which  he  had  made  at   the 
commencement  of  the  late  war,  for  the 
reduction  of  the  office  of  the  third  secre- 
tary of  state.     When  that  motion  should 
be  before  the  House,  they  would   hear 
what  the  noble  lord  could  say  in  defence 
of  its  continuation  ;    but   he    (Mr.   T.) 
could  not  Qoncuive  the  possibility  of  any 


satisfactory  argument  on  the  subject.  He 
again  implored  parliament  not  to  listen  to 
the  flourishing  and  recantation  of  the 
noble  lord,  but  to  continue  to  discharge 
their  duty  in  the  way  they  had  lately  done, 
and  thereby  give  themselves  the  strongest 
claim  to  the  gratitude  and  afiection  ofthe 
country  [Hear,  hear !]. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Smyth  recommended  the  ap« 
pointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  public  expenditure  and 
finances.  Such  a  proceeding  would  be 
sanctioned  by  precedent.  At  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Pitt  a  similar  committee  had 
been  constituted  in  1786;  and  in  1791 
and  1797  committees  ofthe  same  descrip- 
tion had  also  been  appointed.  At  the  end 
of  the  war  before  the  last,  the  charge  on 
the  debt  was  ten  millions.  It  was  now 
forty  millions ;  and  as  the  resources  of  the 
country  were  by  no  means  increased  in 
proportion  to  the  necessity,  an  investiga- 
tion which  might  suggest  the  best  mode 
of  relieving  ourselves  from  our  embarrass- 
ments, appeared  to  him  to  be  the  more 
imperative. 

Mr.  Thompson  conceived  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  plan  was,  in  lieu  of  the 
property  tax,  to  borrow  the  sum  required 
for  the  public  service,  and  to  raise  the 
interest  by   modiRcations   and  additions 
with  regard  to  various  articles  o£  mer- 
chandise.   Although  this  would  certainly 
be  much  felt  by  the  mercantile  interest, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  in  his 
opinion  it  would  be  much  less  hostilely 
considered  by  them  than  the  continuance 
of  the  property  tax.     Indeed,  he  enter- 
tained great  hopes  that  the  right  lion,  gen* 
tleman    might    be    able    to    raise    S   or 
400,000/.  in  the  way  he  conceived  him  to 
have    described,  witliout    creating    any 
great  burthen  on  the  commercial  world. 
He  hoped  it  was  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did 
not  mean  to  touch  the  sinking  fund.  This 
was  most  necessary.     Nothing  also  could 
be  more  desirable  tlian  that  parlianient 
should  continue  their    dctcrmiDallon   to 
adhere  to  the  strictest  economy,  and  to 
examine  every  article  of  tlic  public  expen« 
diture,  with  the  most  anxious  disposition 
to  retrench  as  far  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service  would  admit. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  waf 
very  happ^  that  the  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site had  given  him  an  opportunity  of  again 
stating  his  intention  of  not  touching  the 
sinking  fund,  which  he  should  be  enabled 
to  efl(;ct  by  propobmg  some  modifications 
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on  the  custmni  duties  to  meet  the  ex- 
penaef  of  theloao. 

Mr.  Grenfeli  ttidly  that  the  country  had 
expected  tmit  the  decision  of  parliament 
on  the  property  tax  would  prove  an  addi- 
tional stimulus  to  the  reduction  of  the 
public  expenditure ;  instead  of  which,  if 
be  understood  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
rightly,  what  he  said  was,  tluit  if  the 
£bttse  would  not  let  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters have  six  millions  through  the  medium 
of  the  property  tax,  thev  must  get  it  in 
some  other  way.  He  wished  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  whether  he  meant  to 
propose  the  remission  of  the  war  duty  on 
malt  on  the  stock  now  in  hand ;  as  that 
was  an  important  question.  As  he  was 
on  his  less,  he  would  once  more  press  on 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  on  the  House 
the  justice  and  the  expediency,  in  the 
present  exigencv  of  the  state,  of  taking 
from  the  bank  of  England  at  least  a  part 
of  the  800,000iL  which  they  now  derived 
annually  from  the  continuation  of  the  re- 
striction on  their  payment  in  specie. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  with  respect  to  the  war  duty  on  malt, 
it  was  intended  to  propose  the  remission 
of  it  on  that  stock  which  should  be  on 
hand  in  July.  As  to  the  hon.  gentleman's 
proposition  regarding  the  bank,  he  con- 
ceived that  anv  participation  in  the  profits 
arising  from  the  continuation  of  the  re- 
striction would  be  wholly  unworthy  of 
parliament.  The  question  rested  on  its 
own  grounds ;  and  if  the  restriction  was 
proper,  it  ought  to  be  continued  without 
reference  to  any  other  consideration.  As 
to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentle- 
man on  the  subject  of  economy,  he  could 
assure  him  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
needed  no  stimulus  to  do  their  duty ;  and 
that  they  would  be  guided  only  by  a  sense 
of  what  they  conceived  was  owing  to  the 
country. 

Colonel  Wood  expressed  his  apprehen- 
sion, that  amidst  the  propositions  which  it 
was  intended  to  submit  to  parliament,  the 
interest  of  one  vduable  class  of  the  com- 
munity, namely,  the  little  farmers,  would 
be  compromised.  It  had  been  said  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  before  the 
rejection  of  the  property  tax,  that  if  that 
measure  were  agreed  to,  he  would  propose 
to  take  off  the  tax  on  agricultural  horses 
from  such  farmers  as  did  not  rent  above 
100/.  a  year.  This  was  a  very  numerous 
and  a  very  su&riog  description  of  the 
people ;  and  he  was  very  anxious  to  know 
whether  or  not  it  was  yet  intqidod  so  to 


relieve  them?  The  Ux  on  agricultural 
horses  pressed  more  heavily  on  them  even 
than  the  property  tax.  Its  amount  was 
more  than  10  per  cent.  Those  farmers 
paid  now  lis.  6d,  duty  for  every  horse; 
2/.  I7s.  for  any  horse  which  they  could 
have  been  proved  to  have  ridden  ;  and  in 
the  last  event,  10^.  for  a  servant  to  take 
care  of  the  said  horse.  These  two  last 
duties  had  been  frequently  levied  on  Ar- 
mors who  had  merely  used  their  cart 
horses  to  carry  them  to  a  market  or  a  fair ; 
and  he  trusted,  if  they  were  not  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  tax  altogether,  that  at 
least  they  would  be  guarded  from  this 
vexatious  interpretation  of  it. 

Mr.   Peter  Moore  expected   to    have 
heard    from    ministers    the    scheme    of 
finance  for  the  year :  but  instead  of  that* 
he  had  heard  only  of  schemes  to  provide 
substitutes  for  the  loss  of  the  income  tax. 
The  war  expenses  had  amounted  to  1500 
millions.      With  that  sum  we  ought  to 
have  commanded  the  whole  world,  without 
firing  a  shot.    Last  year  it  was  not  our 
men,  but  our  money,  that  congregated  all 
Europe.     It  was  on  the  ground  of  the 
profuse  expense,  that  he  with  some  others 
always  had  opposed  the  war.    He  alwajra 
had  believed  that  the  war  was  not  carried 
on  to  put  down  the  French  revolution  and 
French  principles,  so  much  as  it  was  from 
the  dread  of  reform  at  home.    The  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  ought  now  to  come 
forward  with  his  whole  plan,  to  take  tht 
expense  of  last  year,  and  see,  in  all  res- 
pects, where  it  could  be  cut  down.    Then' 
they  might  come  to  some  kind  of  general 
issue;  and  he  was  confident  they  would 
find  that  they  might  remove  the  greater 
part  of  the  burthens.    We  ought  to  go 
mto  every  department,  and  say  what  was 
or  was  not  necessary.    A  noble  lord  had 
spoken  of  a  saving  of  500,000/.  a-yeaiv 
which  was  not  a  sum  worth  looking  at  ia 
the  broad  view  of  the  question.'    It  waa 
not  sixpence  a  pound  in  the  expenditure. 
He  had  lookea  to  the  character  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  all  thai 
was  righteous  and  good;  but  he  would  put  it 
to  him  whether  this  was  the  degree  of  re- 
lief the  country  had  a  right  to  expect. 
He  again  condemned  him  for  submitting 
a  partial  statement  to  the    House,  and 
concluded  by  strongly  enforcing  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  severe  and  strict  economy. 

Mr.  Finlay  always  considered  that  the 
remedy  lay  m  the  diminution  of  expendi- 
ture. The  diminution  of  the  dudes  ope- 
rating on  the  distilleries  wasi  he  waa  coof 
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fidtnt,  tlic  only  way  to  put  down  smug- 
glorii,  by  enabling;  the  legal  distilleries  lo 
provide  a  pnlulnblc  liauor  for  the  people 
of  Scotland.  The  climioution  would  not 
be  delrimental  to  the  revenue. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Navi  EsTiwATEs.]  Theorderofthe 
day  lianog  been  read  for  reauNing  into 
■be  comtnitiee  of  supply,  sir  G.  Worrender 
moved  to  refer  ibe  Navy  Estimates  to  the 
consideration  of  the  said  conimittee. 

Mr.  Titntey  availed  himself  of  this  mo. 
lion  to  adjfBBs  a  fen-  observations  to  the 
llousv  cm  thitinott  important  subject.  Ar 
CKaniinalion  of  theie  navy  estimates  wou 1 1 
furnish  a  clear  exposition  of  the  nobli 
lord's  economy ;  and  if  be  did  not  niaki 
out  Bgaiost  his  majesty's  ministers  one  o 
the  strongest  cases  that  had  ever  been 
established  against  any  government,  he 
was  utterly  mistaken  in  his  anticipations. 
lie  wiifhed,  in  the  first  place,  to  impress 
on  the  Mouse,  that  the  discussion  into 
which  they  were  about  to  enter,  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  what  was  generally  term- 
ed the  naval  service,  nnd  which  as  there 
were  some  who  thought  it  had  been  rc- 
iliicud  too  low,  so  tbi're  were  none  who 
were  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
duced lower.  Those  estimates  had  no  re- 
ference to  the  naval  service,  as  connected 
with  the  tiavol  defence  of  the  country  by 
naval  oQicuis.  They  related  only  to  the 
civil  odministmiion  of  iho  navy;  and  as 
such  demanded  the  most  minute  investi- 
gation. As  the  best  mode  of  exhibiting 
their  true  character,  he  had  taken  tlie 
trouble  to  compare  them  with  former  es- 
timates ;  and  for  this  purpose  he  had 
chosen  those  for  the  year  \iihi,  to  thut 
the  estimates  of  the  last  year  of  the  war, 
and  those  of  the  first  year  of  the  peace, 
might  be  compared  together.  If  on  tliia 
comparison  parliament  should  find  that 
the  amount  of  the  latter  exceeded  that  of 
the  former,  it  would  be  time  for  them  to 
look  about  them.  Ho  unequivucally  as- 
serted that,  with  all  the  professions  of  eco- 
noDiy  which  the  House  had  that  night 
heard,  it  would  appear  that  the  uggregate 
expense  of  these  estimates  was  greater  in 
the  present,  the  first  year  of  the  peace, 
than  they  had  been  in  lUH,  the  last  year 
of  the  war.  The  right  hon.  thechuncellor 
of  the  exchequer  opposite  smiled  at  this. 
He  was  glad  of  it.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's change_  of  countenance    would 
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The  estimates  were  divided  into  icvcnl 
hends.  These  were  the  adniirnltr,  the 
navy  office,  the  navy  pay  office,  itw  »i& 
tuaCling  office,  the  home  dock-yards,  tlic 
out-ports,  the  foreign  yards,  and  so  tn. 
With  respect  to  the  first  branch — the  id- 
mirally,  the  estimate  for  the  present  yt», 
iocluding  the  office  of  the  paymaster  of 
the  marines,  was  61,a23/.  There  ccrtainlj 
had  been  n  reduction  of  \,500i  tesvltiag 
from  a  late  debate  in  that  House,  beia{ 
the  salaries  proposed  by  government  ta  bt 
given  to  an  hon.  gentleman  oppoaiie  (Ub 
Croker},  and  another  respectable  gendf 
man,  not  a  member  of  that  House  (Mn 
Barrow);  and  he  confused  his  r^^ 
that,  owing  to  the  delicacy  of  Gom*  hen> 
gentlemen  who,  however  averse  to  tl« 
proposition,  would  not  vote  agninct  it  until 
It  should  be  formally  before  parliament  to 
the  shape  of  estimate,  the  House  had  been 
prevented  from  compelling  this  reductim 
by  its  own  act.  However,  the  sum  dot 
proposed  for  the  admiralty  wos  G\,2iSl- 
The  sum  proposed  in  18H  was  TI.TW- 
Here  was,  prima  facie,  a  ilimlnutioa  oi  || 
obove  10,000/.  But  when  sifted— when 
those  items  were  deducted  in  which  a  spr- 
ing could  not  by  possibility  be  avoided,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  actual  decrease 
was  but  923/.  The  truth  would  appear  M 
be,  that  wherever  there  was  «  aavinf,  h 
did  not  proceed  from  the  conduct  of  the 
admiralty  itstll',  but  arose  from  other 
causes  independent  of  the  ndmiralty.  He 
believed  that  going  Into  deiailk  of  tnisdes- 
criptioB  was  tedious  to  some  ;  but  they 
were  necessary  fur  an  important  object. 
The  saving  was  only  an  apparent  one,  of 
which  by  n  few  details  he  hoped  he  should 
soon  convince  the  House.  It  appeared 
that  the  articles  of  stationary  and  contin- 
gencies for  tlie  bvdriigrapher's  office  at 
the  admiralty  we're  for  1814.  5,000/.; 
whereas  they  were  now  reduced  to  2,OO0L 
But  the  diminution  here  was  simply  lo  be 
ascribed  to  the  results  of  peace,  whicli 
rendered  it  impossible  that  Itiere  could  be 
business  enough  in  that  office  to  demand 
a  sum  nearly  equal  to  what  it  might  re- 
quire in  time  of  war.  There  was  a  saving 
leral  stationary  for  the 
mounted  in  ISH  to 
only  3000/.  making  « 
But  thi<t  small  savMg 
lied  for  by  any  Iwdjr 


in  the  article  of  ger 
admiralty  which  a 
3,500/.:  now  it  was 
decrease  of  .500/. 
was  very  easily  aeci 
who  considered  the 


consequent 


I   the   rodui 


I'  the  busr- 


ahow  him  (Mr,  Tierney)  the  iirogress  be    the  seamen   employed   from   1-1.5,0<.K) 


nude  in  hia  euttetueot  [a  ieuguj. 


^3,000.     &trely  t.Uia  ought  lo  make  » 
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congiderable  fidi  in  this  branch  of  expenie* 
The  other  saviogs  arose  from  similar  cir- 
cumstances. There  was  a  chaplain-gene- 
ral, for  instance,  who  had  610L  a-year, 
and  the  expense  of  1500/.  for  the  distri- 
bution ef  bibles  and  taatamcnts,  which 
stood  in  the  estimates  oflSH,  but  were 
of  necessity  omitted  in  the  present.  The 
item  of  disbursements  to  counsel  for  the 
prosecution  of  suits  at  law,  which  in  the 
estimates  of  ;1811<  was  H^OOO/.was  in  the 
present,  in  consequence  of  the  necessary 
decrease  in  the  number  of  those  suits,  re- 
duced to  10,000/.  making  a  saving  of  4000/. 
on  that  head.  Thus^  putting  apart  every 
thing  that  savoured  of  establishment,  it 
would  be  found  that  in  the  items  which 
he  had  mentioned  9607/.  had  been  saved, 
the  saving  of  which  could  not  have  beeA 
avoided  ;  thus  reducing  the  sum  which  in 
the  first  instance  appeared  to  have  been 
saved  by  the  reduction  of  the  establish- 
ment itself  to  930/.  as  he  had  before  men- 
tioned. That  was  the  sum,  the  glorious 
sum — he  congratulated  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters upon  it, — which  they  had  been  able 
to  deduct  from  the  establishment  of  the 
admiralty,  now  the  country  was  at  peace, 
as  compared  ^nth  that  establishment  when 
the  country  was  at  war  [Hear,  hear !]  ! 
If  he  chose  it,  he  might  compare  the  pre- 
sent with  the  estimates  of  a  year  wnich 
would  be  still  more  advantageous  to  his 
statement,  the  first  year  of  the  war.  In 
ISO^,  the  first  year  of  the  war,  the  admi- 
ralty branch  of  the  estimates  had  been 
43,900/.  now  it  was  61,223/.  making  the 
difference  of  above  17,000/.  against  us  in 
the  first  year  of  a  peace,  as  compared  with 
the  first  year  of  a  war ! 

The  next  branch  of  the  estimates  was 
those  for  the  navy  office.  In  1814,  that 
branch  had  been  81,109/.;  now  it  was 
84,169/.  being  an  exceeding  with  respect 
to  the  navy  board  of  S060/.  No  great 
sum,  he  readily  admitted,  were  it  not  for 
the  diflereuce  in  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  were  it  not  that  it  appeared  tha 
navy  board  in  time  of  war  could  do  their 
work  at  an  expense  le^s  than  that  at  which 
they  were  able  to  do  it  in  time  of  peace 
[Hear,  hear !].  But  let  this  branch  of  the 
present  estimates,  be  compared  with  that 
of  the  estimates  of  lh04,  and  the  difference 
would  be  still  more  striking.  In  1804, 
the  first  year  of  the  war,  the  estimate  was 
53,000/.;  at  present  it  was  84,000/.  making 
us  worse  by  31,000/.  in  the  first  year  of 
peace  than  we  were  in  the  first  year  of 
^rar!    It  was  Indispensubie  that  the  hon. 


baronet  should  show  the  House  how  these 
matters  were.  Any  body  who  would  take 
the  trouble  to  read  the  accounts  mi§^t 
see  all  this  clearly.  He  should,  however, 
try  to  make  out  a  case  for  the  worthy  baro- 
net, or  for  anv  other  gentleman  who  had 
nerves  enough  to  attempt  an  answer,  and 
endeavour  to  show  the  economical  mode 
in  which  government  had  set  about  these 
deductions. 

The  next  item  was  the  navy  pay  of- 
fice. In  1814,  the  estimate  was  44,948^, 
the  present  estimate  was  43,864/. ;  beinc 
an  apparently  less  sum  of  1084/.  Bui  n 
it  were  considered  ihat  the  article  of  post- 
age was  diminished  bj  SOOO/.,  a  necetsarr 
and  unavoidable  dimmution,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  instead  of  a  favourable  change, 
the  country  in  the  first  year  of  a  peaces 
was  in  a  worse  situation,  with  respect  to 
this  estimate,  by  the  sum  of  1900/.  than 
in  tfie  last  year  of  a  war.  As  in  the 
former  instances,  it  was  not  the  amount  of 
the  sum  to  which  he  called  the  attention 
of  the  House,  but  the  difference  of  the 
circumstances.  He  next  adverted  to  the 
victualling  office,  and  compared  its  pre- 
sent proposed  expense  with  what  it  was 
in  1814.  At  that  period  it  was  estimated 
at  49,653/.,  and  in  the  present  year,  it  was 
49,195/.  The  difference  of  the  decrease 
was  small,  but  if  the  real  savings  in  that 
department  were  considered,  it  would  be 
found,  that  instead  of  a  decrease,  there 
had  been  a  considerable  increase.  The 
savings  which  were  to  follow  upon  a  time 
of  peace,  were  a  decrease  in  Uie  postage 
of  letters,  which  must  be  so  numerous  m 
time  of  war.  Savings  also  were  made  iq 
parish  rates,  and  these,  when  set  against 
the  apparent  decrease  since  1814,  would 
show  that  there  had  been  a  real  increase 
of  about  4000/;  being  so  much  more  ia 
the  first  year  of  peace,  than  it  was  in  tiie' 
last  year  of  war.  It  was  to  be  considered, 
with  regard  to  these  estimates,  that  the 
country  was  in  a  state  of  peace,  and  the 
cost  of  every  thing  was  much  less  than  iu 
I  time  of  war.  There  was  also  a  great 
saving  in  postage  of  letters,  as  he  had 
before  observed,  and  in  many  other  ex- 
penses incidental  to  a  state  of  war ;  and 
yet,  comparing  the  estimates  of  the  three 
departments  to  which  he  had  alluded  in 
the  present  year,  with  what  they  were  in 
1814,  a  decrease  of  only  between  8  and 
9000/.  would  be  found.  In  1804,  they 
,  had  been  166,000/.;  in  1814, 247,000/.;  and 
j  in  1816,238,400/.  The  proposed  peace 
i  establishment  for  these  offices  in  1814 
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exceeded  the  war  establisbraen^  of  1^04 
by  "HiSWl-  And  though  there  wu  an 
ftpparent  reduction  of  8,985^.  from  the 
ottablishmeDis  of  1814>,  yet  the  establish- 
nenta  had  been  increased  since  that  pe- 
riod 10,303/.  We  bad  this  year,  tlierc- 
fore,  tlie  opportunity  of  spending  8,1001. 
far  ^e  advantages  of  peace. 

The  next  head  of  expenditure,  to  which 
be  b^ged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
HOKK,  was  the  naval  yards.  This  was 
a  matter  of  the  greatest  consideration  to 
e»ery  one.  The  difference  between  the 
expenditure  of  ISli  and  1816,  in  this  de- 
'  pirtmeDt,  could  not  fail  to  excite  the  asto- 
nishment  of  the  House  and  the  country. 
The  expenses  of  the  home  yards  in  the 
year  1814,  being  the  lust  year  of  the  war, 
amouoted  only  to  220,0001.;  in  ISltS,  the 
first  year  of  the  peace,  they  amounted  to 
229,722/.,  making  a  difference  of  more 
than  9,000/.  in  favour  of  the  war  estab- 
lishment. He  was  willing  to  allow  that 
there  were  several  articles  that  might  have 
riscD  in  price,  and  that  some  account 
night  be  gi>en  of  the  general  excess,  al- 
though he  could  not  anticipate  that  any 
thing  reasonable  or  satisfactory  could  be 
pleaded  in  favour  of  an  expenditure  so 
mutd)  opposed,  primS  Jacir,  to  all  minis- 
terial professions  of  economy.  In  ihc  out- 
ports  there  was  likewise  some  difference 
to  be  observed  between  the  expenditures 
oflSl+nml  1816;  but  the  sum  altogether 
estimated  under  this  head  was  so  small, 
that  it  would  be  wasting  the  time  of  ihe 
House  to  enter  into  the  coniparison.  The 
foreign  yards  were  not  so  insignificant, 
and  in  them  tbe  ditli^rencc  of  estimates 
for  the  two  years  of  peace  and  war 
could  not  fail  to  strike  tl)e  minds  of  hon. 
tnembers.  In  the  year  1801  the  whole 
■um  voted  for  foreign  yards  was  only 
7,469/.;  in  1814  it  amounted  to  53,000/.! 
and  in  1811)  the  estimate  was  fixed  at 
57,462/.  Thus  there  would  appear  an 
enormous  increase  of  ihe  public  burthens, 
from  the  charges  of  foreign  yards,  since 
the  commcnccmeat  of  tbe  war  after  the 
peace  of  Amiens.  He  well  knew  tlie  an- 
swer that  his  majesty's  ministers  would 
make  to  this.  He  could  anticipate  ihcir 
congratulations  on  the  increase  in  our 
foreign  dominions,  and  the  argument  they 
could  then  deduce  for  the  increase  of  fo- 
reign expenditure.  He  merely  mentioned 
the  circumstance  to  show  how  much  our 
boasted  possessions  cost  us  for  maintain- 
ing them ;  but  he  would  not  so  easily  give 
up  tbe  argument  in  favour  of  rcductioB 
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that  arose  from  a  comparison  of  the  eali- 
mate  of  IS14  with  the  present  year.  Tbe 
comparisoa  was  perfectly  fair,  as  it  could 
not  DC  pretended  that  we  had  added  to 
our  foreign  possessions  since  the  last  year 
of  the  war.  We  had  all  tbe  foreign  yards 
then  that  we  possessed  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, and  yet  we  now  paid  4,000/.  nort 
than  we  were  required  to  do  at  that 
former  period.  The  grand  total  of  all 
these  estimated  expenses  in  1804  amount- 
ed to  258,9;i7/.:  in  1814,  to  528,000/.tb 
1816,  to  532,000/. :  making  an  excess  of 
4,000/.  in  the  first  year  of  the  peace  over 
the  last  year  of  the  war.  Tliis  would  ap- 
pear not  a  little  surprising,  when  it  was 
considered  that  the  naval  force  voted  is 
the  first  of  these  periods  was  100,000,  ia 
llie  second  14S,000,  and  in  the  third,  or 
proent  year,  only  33,000  men. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  here  went 
over  the  different  naval  yards  of  Dept- 
ford,  Woolwich,  Chatham.  Shecmesi, 
Portsmouth,  and  Plymouth,  and  pointed 
out  tbe  difference  of  tbe  estimates  that 
resulted  from  a  comparison  of  the  years 
1801  and  1814,  with  the  present,  via.:— 
For  Oeptford,  in  IbOl'.  11,576/.;  in  1814, 
27,529/.;  in  1816,^7,533/.;  for  Woolwich, 
io  1804,  11,790/.;  in  1814,  31,000/.;  in 
1816,  88,0(jl/.;  for  Chatham,  in  180*, 
13,0001.;  in  1814,  35,000/.;  in  161^ 
35,450/.:  far  Shecrness,  in  1801,  10,0001.: 
in  1814,  2i,000/.;  in  1816,  S5,453/.: 
for  Portsmouth,  in  1804,  19,000i.;  in 
1814,  56.000/.;  in  1816,  60,728/.;  for 
Plymouth;  in  1804.  15,990/.:  in  1814, 
45.000/.;  in  1816,  47,196/.,  This  was  an 
important  matter  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  as  it  would  be  a  strong  argu- 
ment for  a  reduction  of  expenses  io  this 
department,  rather  than  a  ground  for  any 
increase;  yet  notwithstanding  this  dispro- 
portion, the  House  were  now  to  be  told 
that  the  expense  in  our  dock-yards  was  to 
be  8,000/.  more  in  the  first  year  of  peace 
than  had  been  deemed  sufficient  in  tiie 
last  year  of  the  war.  This  was  a  subject 
which  required  a  world  of  explanation. 
It  was  one  on  which  the  country  would 
feel  the  greatest  anxiety,  as  by  tbe  way 
which  it  would  be  answered  the  eco- 
my  of  the  gentlemen  opposite  would 
be  put  to  tbe  test.  It  required  no  trifling 
explanation  to  show  why  the  foreign  dock- 
yards had  increased  4,000/.  in  expense 
since  1814,  and  why  the  increased  expen- 
diture of  the  home  yards  was  more  than 
double  that  sum  in  the  same  period.  By 
tbeeitimatei  wtiicb  were  beforettaeHoutc^ 
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there  was  an  apparent  decrean  of  1 1,000/. 
in  the  victualhog  department;  but  if  the 
expenses  which  were  necessarily  to  cease, 
and  which  real] J  had  ceased  with  the  war 
in  that  department,  were  to  be  taken  into 
consideration,  this  great  saving,  which  was 
so  much  talked  of,  would  appear  to  be  no 
more  than  340/.  In  like  manner  the 
boasted  savings  in  the  Admiralty,  when 
judged  by  the  same  rule,  would  be  found 
to  amount  to  no  more  than  923L  So  that 
in  fact,  the  whole  result  of  this  economy 
which  hud  been  talked  of  on  the  other 
side,  was  that  a  saving  of  1200/.  had  been 
made  to  the  public — in  other  words,  that 
the  public  were  1200/.  richer  in  those  de- 
partments by  being  at  peace  than  they 
would  be  by  continuing  at  war  [Hear, 
hear  !]•  But  leaving  out  this  saving,  what 
was  the  fact  with  regard  to  the  other 
heads  io  which  he  alluded?  Why,  that 
an  increase  of  expense  had  taken  place  in 
the  first  year  of  peace  more  by  21,604/. 
than  was  deemed  necessary  in  time  of 
war.  So  that  his  majesty's  ministers,  by 
dint  of  economy,  had  made  their  navy 
estimates  in  these  departments  for  the 
first  year  of  peace  exceed  those  of  the 
last  year  of  war  by  21,604i[L;  and  giving 
them  credit  for  the  saving  by  12&)L  in 
the  admiralty  and  victualling  departments, 
tliere  still  remained  an  excess  of  20,000/L, 
as  compared  with  the  expenditure  of  1814 
[Hear,  hearl] 

He  would  ask  whether  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  say  one  word  more  on  this  sub- 
ject i  He  had,  he  hoped,  clearly  pointed 
out  to  the  House  that  there  was  a  gross 
excess  of  expenditure  in  time  of  peace, 
above  what  had  been  in  time  of  war ;  and 
it  was  for  the  House  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  that  excess,  and  the  necessity 
which  existed  for  it.  He  might  be  in  er- 
ror in  some  of  the  statements  which  he 
had  made,  with  regard  to  figures ;  he  might 
not  have  precisely  calculated  the  amount 
of  the  excess.  But  he  would  ask  the 
House,  and  would  submit  it  to  the  House 
and  the  country,  whether  he  bad  not 
naadc  out  a  case  of  gross  and  palpable 
excess  in  the  public  expenditure—  ? 
an  excess  which  required  a  decisive  expla- 
nation from  the  hon.  baronet  opposite. 
The  statement  which  he  had  naae,  was 
one  which  could  not  be  ansewered  by 
mere  argument  alone.  Facts,  positive  and 
clear  facts,  could  alone  be  brought  against 
it,  not  to  refute  it,  for  it  could  not  be  de- 
nied, httt  facts  which  would  prove  that  the 
excess  which  he  had  noticed  was  neces- 


saiy  or  consistent  with  that  economr,  of 
the  practice  of  which  so  much  had  been 
said  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  If 
the  hon.  baronet  wished  to  satisfy  the 
House  and  the  country  on  the  subject,  he 
would  get  up  and  answer  his  statement^ 
figure  by  figure.  The  hon.  baronet  might 
attempt  to  do  this,  and  still  not  give  a  aati** 
factonr  explanation.  Even  the  noble  lord 
himself  (Castlereagh)  might  make  one  of 
his  loncest  speeches  without  adducing  any 
one  well-founded  argument  in  support  of 
this  excess  [Hear!  and  a  laugh].  He 
had  thus  shown  to  the  House,  under  ge« 
neral  heads,  that  they  were  now  called  upon 
to  vote  20,000^  more  in  time  of  peace 
than  they  had  been  asked  for  in  time  of 
war.  In  this  statement  he  had  not  gone 
into  very  minute  details,  and  if  he  had 
been  at  all  minute  in  the  examination,  il 
4wa8  with  considerable  pain  to  himself.  He 
might  be  met  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  with  the  old  plea  which  had  been  so 
often  ur^ed  since  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
sent  session.  He  might  be  told  that  th» 
several  estimates  had  more  a  reference  to 
a  state  of  war  than  to  a  time  of  peace— 
that  they  were  not  to  be  considereci  as  peiw 
manent  establishments  which  the  House 
were  then  called  upon  to  vote,  but  thm 
the^  would  be  reduced  in  a  short  time* 
This  he  conceived  to  be  no  answer.  Tbt 
necessity  of  keeping  up  a  war  establidb* 
ment  could  not  now  be  adduced  in  sup- 

rt  of  an  expense  which  he  had  shown  to 
greater  than  when  the  country  wav 
real^  at  war.  Tlie  country  was  now  t^ 
peace,  but  if  the  argument  which  would^ 
go  to  justify  the  present  excess  were  weQ 
founded,  he  should  only  say  Uiat  Ihe 
country  would  gain  by  being  at  war*  It 
would  save  20,000/L  in  those  estimatetp 
and  would  have  saved  100,000/.  including 
the  expense  of  the  illuminations  fpr  the 
peace  [Hear,  hear !  and  a  laugh J» 

After  the  statement  which  he  had  made 
to  the  House,  h^  was  at  a  loss  what  coune 
to  take.  If  he  wished  to  have  the  esti- 
mates returned  with  an  address  to  the 
Prince  Begent  to  have  them  reoonsidered^ 
it  might  be  said  that  his  royal  highnesa 
had  still  the  same  persons  to  advise  hifa 
who  first  recommended  the  estimates,  and 
that  they  would  give  the  same  opinion  aa 
to  their  necessity.  But  to  this  he  should 
answer,  that  if  the  army  estimates  had 
been  sent  beck  with  an  address  of  the 
House  to  have  them  reconsidered*  they 
would  have  been  so.  The  noble  lord  who 
now  so  strenuously  insisted  on  the  neces* 
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aity  of  every  man  of  thn  ntirober  whicli 
had  been  voted,  would  havct  assumed  a 
diOerent  lone,  and  liave  Ibund  mrnns  of 
dispensing  wiih  aKmaller  number,  ira  vote 
of  the  House  hud  decided  in  Tavnur  of  the 
reconsideration  of  the  estimates.  Like 
his  right  hon.  friend,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  who  so  strongly  and  persever- 
ingly  uisitted  on  the  expediency  of  the 
property  te\,  and  urged  it  as  a  measure 
with  which  ho  was  ready  to  sUind  or  tiill, 
a  measuTe  which  was  absohituly  indispen- 
sable, yel,  who  the  moment  it  was  nega- 
tived by  a  nwjoTity  of  the  House,  declared 
he  could  tind  out  other  modes  of  taxation. 
Like  him,  the  noble  lord  would,  if  pressed 
by  a  votf  of  the-  House,  and  had  the  al- 
tecnattva  of  either  losing  his  place,  or  re- 
conaidcring  tha  estimates,  have  come 
down  and  said,  "  Since  you  do  so  press 
upon  me,  rny  good  firiends,  those  estimates* 
■ball  be  reconsidered,"  and  in  fact  so  they 
would.  If  the  House  by  such  a  vote,  as 
that  be  (Mr.  T.)  had  described,  had  in- 
listed  on  llie  necessity  of  reduction,  re- 
duction would  have  taken  place;  but  they 
might  depend  upon  it,  that  if  they  did  not 
iaterfere.theminisiGrstheDijelvcs  would  ne- 
ver t»)nic  forward  with  such  a  measure.  Ifa 
voteol'iheHouseshould become  to, expres. 
give  of  their  wish  to  have  the  estimates  re- 
considered, it  would  be  seen  that  in  lesB 
than  a  week  tbey  would  come  back  agai( 
considerably  reduced,  and  as  dilTerenl  from 
their  former  shape  as  light  from  darkness 
[Hear,  hear!].  The  ministers,  witliout 
this  vole  would  urge  the  plea,  that  tbey 
had  made  arrangements  wliich  could 
not  now  be  broken.  They  had  indeed 
made  arrangemenls,  and  they  had  delayed 
the  litling  of  parliament  to  the  unusually 
iate  period  at  which  it  opened,  in  order  to 
do  so!  fhcy  had  engaged  their  clerks 
and  other  officers  at  large  salaries,  and 
then  tbey  said  to  parliament — "  You  can- 
not alter  this  arrangement,  without  tiirow- 
ing  so  many  useful  public  servants  out  of 
employment,  without  any  provision  for 
themselves  or  their  families — you  cannot 
now  break  tho^e  engagements  which  have 
been  made."  But  it  was  necessary  that 
those  arrangements  should  be  altered — it 
nataecessury  ihnt  the  public  money  should 
be  saved  in  every  possible  way,  and  that  an 
sconomj  which  those  arrangements  did 
not  contemplate  should  be  strictly  adhered 
to.  He  thought  that  one  way  by  which 
this  could  be  effected  would  be,  by  giving 
ft  negative  to  the  estimates,  with  a  view  to 
tliei<  bwng  wilhdnwn  for  rcGooudenuon, 


Navy  Efiimales.  [576 

and  he  ahould  make  a  motion  to  that  ef- 
fect, if  lie  were  not  deterred  by  the  decision 
which  had  been  come  to  on  the  army  es- 
timates. Al  the  same  time  he  conceived 
that  if  such  a  measure  were  not  adopted, 
nothing  could  be  done  towards  reduction 
when  the  House  went  into  a  coiiimiltee^ 
Gentlemen  would  ihtii  be  dividt^d  iu  their 
opinions  as  to  t!ie  dill'crcnt  modes  of  re- 
duction, and  the  diH'crcnt  items  in  which  it 
fhouldbe  made.  For  instance,  io  the  ad- 
miralty some  would  think  live  clerks  weie 
necessary,  others  would  be  of  opinion  that 
three  would  be  sufficient,  and  so  on ;  there 
would  not  be  a  sufficient  number  so  weil 
ngreed  on  any  one  plan  as  to  produce  any 
material  reduction  in  the  whole.  But  this 
would  be  obviated  by  giving  a  negative  in 
the  present  instance  to  the  estimates  af to- 
gether, and  lliGD  they  would  be  (akea 
back  and  reduced.  There  was  r0  other 
mode  which  the  Housa  could  so  ellectual^ 
adopt,  and  he  called  upon  them  to  do  so, 
seeing,  as  they  must,  the  total  disregard 
to  L-conomy  which  uas  bad,  and  the  enor- 
mous excess  to  which  every  expeodituro 
was  carried  on  the  part  of  itiiuisters.  If 
the  House  should  say  to  minijittrs, "  These 
estimates  ate  two  large  for  a  time  of  peace, 
ihoy  arc  two  extravagant  for  the  present 
aiala  of  the  country:  lake  them  back  and 
reconsider  them,  for  it  was  your  duty  to 
have  sent  proper  estimates  in  the  first  in- 
stance.'' Ifsuch  should  be  the  languoga 
of  the  House,  the  country  would  soon  feel 
its  benelicial  ejects,  for  the  estimates 
would  be  withdrawn  and  reduced.  He 
knew  of  no  other  way  by  which  it  could 
be  effected.  But  if  there  was,  he  did  not 
object  to  any  particular  manner  in  which 
this  might  be  done  i  and  il  the  hon.  mem- 
ber near  him  (Mr.  Uankes),  whose  vote 
on  a  former  occasion  he  ( Mr.T. )  regretted, 
could  point  out  any  way  in  which  this 
might  De  done,  he  would  not  object  to  it. 
There  was  decidedly  a  majority  of  the 
House  in  favour  of  ccnnumy,  and  who 
were  disposed  to  approve  of  any  measure 
by  which  it  could  be  brought  idiout.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  it  was  the  duty  of 
members  to  consider  whether  an  excess  of 
20,000/^  in  time  of  peace  over  what  was 
borne  in  time  of  war,  was  not  a  subject 
which  re<tttircd  the  most  serious  delibera- 
tion [Loud  cries  of  Hear,  bear  i]. 

Sir  Genrge  IVarreniier  expressed  his 
inability  to  fnllow  the  ingenuous  statement 
which  had  been  made  by  the  right  hon. 
genllemoii  who  had  just  e.it  down.  But 
that riglrt'liea. geittleawu,  nJth  —  iimi- 
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nuity  which  he  |:k)S8rssed  on  every  subject, 
had  not,  in  his  opinion,  laid  the  matter 
fairly  before  the  House.  The  House 
should  recollect,  that  the  enimntcs  on 
which  the  right  hon.  gontlcni.m  hnd  com- 
mented so  ingeniously,  were  not  proposed 
as  the  permanent  peace  establishment, 
and  that  many  of  thcni,  from  the  arrange- 
ments which  were  at  present  in  progress, 
would  be  greatly  diminished  before  the  end 
of  this  year.  It  was  not  fair  therefore  to 
include  them  in  a  view  of  the  establish- 
ment as  proposed  even  for  one  year. 
Neither  was  it  fair  to  make  so  greats 
distinction  between  the  civil  and  the  war 
department,  when  the  great  increase  in 
the  sura  proposed  for  the  former  arose  out 
of  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  winding  up  the  accounts,  and 
bringing  every  thing  to  the  proper  basis  of 
the  peace.  This  increase  in  the  expense 
of  the  civil  department  as  connected  with 
the  navy,  would  not  be  thought  very 
great,  when  the  number  of  ships  yet 
aAoat  and  to  be  paid  off  was  taken  into 
consideration.  The  ordinary  of  the  navy 
was  always  more  expensive  in  tiie  firtit 
year  of  peace  than  in  time  of  war,  and 
the  number  of  clerks  proportionably 
greater,  in  consequence  of  the  ships  daily 
arriving  and  delivering  up  their  stores. 
He  should  not  go  very  fur  back  to  com- 
pare the  proposed  estimates  with  those  oi* 
former  ])criods,  but  should  compare  them 
with  those  which  had  been  voted  last 
year,  and  from  that  comparison  the  House 
would  see  what  reductions  had  been  made, 
and  what  were  in  contemplation,  and 
would  be  made  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
— The  hon.  baronet  then  went  into  a 
statement  of  the  several  items  of  the  esti- 
mates as  compared  with  those  of  last  year. 
In  the  Admiralty  there  was  a  saving  of 
1000/.  In  the  home  dock-vards  there 
had  been  no  reduction  on  account  of  the 
number  of  ships  \vhich  were  daily  coming 
home,  and  on  this  account  the  civil  esta- 
blishments of  those  places  were  so  expen- 
sive, but  this  was  an  expense  which  could 
not  be  considered  as  permanent.  There 
were  only  two  modes  of  reducing  the  ex- 
penses in  these  yards.  The  first  was  a 
reduction  of  the  number  of  workmen,  of 
which  the  service  did  not  admit  at  pre- 
sent. The  second  a  reduction  of  the 
working  hours,  which  would  still  require 
the  same  expense  in  overseers  and  clcrkt. 
In  the  foreign  yards  there  liad  yet  been 
no  reduction,  but  a  considerable  one  was 
in  contemplation.  The  yards  at  Madras 
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and  Bombay  would  be  greatly  reduced, 
and  orders  had  been  sent  out  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  the  Mediterranean'  and  Malta 
there  was  a  reduction  of  4000/.  In  the 
West  India  islands,  particuliirly  in  An- 
tigua, Jamaica,  Bermuda,  and  llcmorafra^ 
tlicre  would  be  such  a  redaction  as  wai 
consistent  with  the  safety  oi'  those  pllBces. 
To  a  question  across  the  tal)lc  from  Mrs 
Tierney,  as  to  the  probable  amount  of 
the  reduction  in  those  places,  the  hon. 
baronet  replied  that  he  was  at  present  un- 
able to  state  the  precise  amount. — With 
regard  to  the  victualling  department,  no 
reduction  could  be  eflected  immediately. 
The  business  of  these  establishments  waa 
rather  increased  than  diminibhed  by  the 
first  year  of  peace.  The  establishment 
would  be  reduced,  although  not  in  the 
present  year,  as  the  number  of  clerks, 
who  could  not  obtain  superannuations, 
and  who  must  be  provided  for  in  some 
other  way,  were  a  burthen  which  could 
not  immediately  be  removed.  There  had 
been  a  great  reduction  of  (*lerks  in  the 
admiralty,  creating  a  saving  of  5,100/. 
The  numbers  formerly  were,  10  of  the 
first  class,  now  reduced  to  8  ;  i'i  of  the 
second  class,  now  reduced  to  7  ;  30  of  tlie 
third  cla«s,  now  reduced  to  1 3  :  amount- 
ing in  all  to  5'2 ;  and  now  reduced  to  28. 
The  peace  had  of  course  increased  one 
item  of  our  expense  to  a  great  extent, 
namely,  the  chnrge  for  ships  in  ordinary. 
The  increase  under  this  head  by  the  peace 
amounted  to  M'^fOOO/.  With  regard  te 
the  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  clerks, 
he  hoped,  when  the  subject  came  to  be 
considered  by  the  House,  that  it  would 
approve  and  sanction  what  his  majesty's 
ministers  had  recommended,  being  well 
satisfied  of  its  necessity  and  expediency. 
The  rise  had  taken  place  on  the  eve  of  a 
peace,  but  it  had  been  in  contemplation 
for  more  than  three  years.  It  was  thought 
their  former  income  was  too  small  to  consti- 
tute a  fair  remuneration  for  their  active  and 
laborious  employments.  The  half  pay  was  of 
course  beyond  former  example,  from  the  du- 
ration and  extensive  nature  of  the  war.  llie 
half  pay  estimate  amounted  to  1,019,755/. 
In  the  year  1796,  after  the  American  war« 
this  head  of  expenditure  was  only  93,0002. 
At  the  close  of  such  a  wa<',  the  expenses 
of  repairs  might  have  been  anticipated  to 
amount  to  a  large  sum,  and  this  was  ac* 
tually  the  case.  At  the  end  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  the  sum  voted  was  20(^000/. ; 
the  estimate  on  the  table  under  the  same 
head  amounted  to  535»589/.  There  wa* 
(2P) 
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Tlint  WEI3  the  Kysli'in  now  acted  on  ;  and, 
upon  the  whole,  lie  would  nppcal  lo  itie 
cauntry  gentlemen  in  tlie  House,  and  to 
every  man,  eitlier  in  oflite,  or  who  wished 
tOf;Bt  into  ofllcc,  whether  it  war  pOHiblc 
Kt  I'lidy-day  It^Ifi,  to  cut  down  tlio  naval 
CBtabiiatiTneM  to  thnt  of  the  dearly- 
beloMOd  period  of  1K02.  A  few  tliniiBtind 
pounds  Blight  be  cut  down  that  very 
month,  but  any  great  saving  could  not  be 
looked  for  till  the  end  of  the  year. 

Ailiniral  Mirkfinni  felt  hirofielf  called 
on,  frotn  some  observations  in  the  ipeecli 
o(  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke 
last — a  speech  more  full  of  iocularitv  than 
argninent«, — to  say  something  respecting 
the  Ptndibeck  administration  alluded  ta — 
hen^eant  that  »f  earl  St.  Vincent.  It  was 
hardly  necessary  for  him  to  enlarge  on  the 
great  qtialificationR  posKessed  by  thai  ex- 
traordinary man—it  was  Iiarillv  neceeeary 
Jbr  him  to  call  the  aitentiou  of  the  House 
to  (be  length  or  the  value  of  bis  services'^ 
and  if  tfae  hen.  gentleman  had  nothing  bo 
tirge  against  the  argumentii  for  a  reduction 
of  the  lavish  expenditure  proposed  by  his 
majeWy's  miBialeni  but  the  ridicule  which 
Ae  had  thrown  on  the  economy  prnctieed 
under  the  naval  administration  of  that 
gallant  lord,  he  liad  belter  have  kept  his 
peace  sod  not  said  a  word.  He  con- 
gratitlated  the  House  and  the  country  that 
one  great  plan  of  the  noble  carl  alluded 
to,  the  building  sliips  in  ifie  royal  dock- 
yardi,  had  at  length  l>een  adopted.  That 
wavi  point  which  hod  formerly  been  much 
laboured  in  that  House,  and  lor  which  the 
wiminiatration  lo  which  the  pinchbeck 
admiralty  belonged,  liad  been  much  vili- 
fied. Yet  the  present  administration  were 
noir  t^iag  credit  for  this  plan,  and  ridi- 
culing: aU  the  while  those  whom  in  this  re- 
spect tliey  were  merely  following.  He 
objected  (o  the  great  sum  which  was  to  be 
expended  in  new  wotliE,  and  efpccially 
■  ha  aim)  which  was  to  be  laid  out  on 
Pater  yard,  in  Milford  Haven.  There 
had  been  before  a  yard  in  Miiford  Haven, 
for  building  only,  but  now  it  ieemcd  the 
intention  ta  make  a  yard  there  for  repair- 
ing aJso.  He  protested  agairist  the  esta- 
hliohment  of  any  yard  at  all,  in  that  har- 
bour. Vl'lml  rt^  com  mend  at  ions  it  had 
even  for  a  building  yard,  he  could  not 
■magiae.  The  couniry  around  it  pro- 
duced no  timber,  llie  nearest  place  from 
whence  timber  was  brought,  was  the  river 
Wye,  nnd  as  it  was  necessary  to  ship  it, 
the  expense  would  not  be  iucrensed  by 
fiWi^g^l  loimd  ibel4Dd'«  £iKl4o  fiy- 
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month.  It  wa!,  besides,  necessary  to 
carry  to  Mill'nrd.  snih,  cordnge,  copper, 
iron,  and  nil  other  articles,  whicb  en- 
Imnced  the  charge  of  repairs,  and  it  was, 
besides,  one  of  the  worst  points  for  ahips 
to  make  in  the  Irish  Channel.  He  also 
thought  it  very  injudicious  to  expend  large 
sums  on  the  yards  in  the  rivers  Tbamei 
and  Medway,  because  the  depth  of  water 
continued  to  diminish  in  those  rivers. 
The  sums  which  it  was  now  proposed  to 
expend  on Chni ham,  Woolwich,  and  Dept- 
ford,  and  the  new  yard  at  Pater,  would 
go  far  towards  the  building  a  new  j-ard  at 
NorthHeet.  He  did  not  mean  to  object 
to  the  keeping  the  old  yards  in  the  riter 
in  repair,  hut  it  was  most  improvident  to 
make  any  additions  to  them.  In  the 
fordgn  yurde  the  reductions  had  aol  been 
tnade  which  were  customary  on  the  re- 
turn of  peace.  During  the  peace  of  1803, 
there  had  been  no  commissioner  at  An- 
tigua, or  Nova  Scotia.  The  railitary  der 
pariment  of  the  navy,  he  considered  a 
neglected  and  oppressed  service,  io  cotn- 
parison  with  the  army.  The  admirali 
had  been  deprived  of  the  prize  moiiej, 
which  they  had  formerly  received,  with- 
out any  compensation.  He  did  not  know 
how  It  was  possible,  that  an  adtniral 
should  now  on  some  stations,  the  West 
Indies  for  instnnce,  keep  up  a  table  lilce 
an  admiral,  or  even  like  a  warrant  officer. 
An  instance  of  the  dilFerent  treatment  of 
the  army  and  navy,  was  to  be  seen  at  St 
Helena;  admiral  Cockburn  was  sent  there 
~-with  en  allowance  somewhat  iocriiBied 
lo  be  sure — but  sir  Hudson  Lowe  had 
twelve  thousand  pounds  a  year.  And  no 
one  could  deny  that  admiral  Cockbuni's 
situation  was  by  fur  the  most  disagreeable. 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  was  shut  up  io  the 
island  only,  but  admiral  Cockburn  was 
shut  up  in  a  bo\ — for  the  cabin  of  a  man 
of  war  was  oothing  better.  When  ofHcere 
of  the  army  abroad  drew  for  their  pay, 
they  were  paid  in  solid  coin  the  full 
amount,  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe,  but 
the  naval  officer  was  subject  to  lose  on  the 
rate  of  exchange.  Ha  did  not  wish  that 
the  country  should  at  this  time  be  put  to 
any  new  expense,  but  at  least  both  tbe 
services  should  be  put  on  the  fame  foot- 
ing :  especially  as  they  had  borne  all  their 
hardships  during  war  without  a  murmur. 
The  naval  officers  were  obliged,  when  they 
look  their  half-pay,  to  take  an  oath  that 
they  enjoyed  no  other  place  or  emolument 
under  government,  Tiie  officers  of  the 
army  tack  ou  aucb  eatli  [V^,  ihey.AoL 


585] 


Navy  EslimaUs. 


March  25,  1816. 


[58C 


from  the  ministerial  «ide  of  the  House]. 
At  any  rate»  military  officers  to  his  know- 
ledge had  enjoyed  their  half-nay,  and  at 
the  same  time  received  the  full  allowances 
of  governors  of  fortresses.  He  had  been 
once  inclined  to  think  it  hard  that  no  half- 
pay  was  allowed  to  master's  mates  and 
roidshipmcn,  but  upon  mature  considera- 
tion he  found  that  subject  attended  with 
many  difficulties;  for  if  half-pay  were  al- 
Jowed  to  these  officers^  the  navy  might  be 
filled  with  persons  who  entered  witli  other 
motives  than  a  love  to  the  service^  and 
who  would  not  be  likely  to  form  Nelsons 
and  St.  Vincents.  After  enjoying  tlieir 
half-pay  for  years  on  shore,  it  might  be 
found  that  tliey  would  not  be  aule  or 
willing  to  serve  the  country.  He  saw  no 
reason,  however,  why  wounded  officers  in 
the  navy  should  not  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  as  those  in  the  army,  with  respect 
to  pensions. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  he  should  not  follow 
the  gallant  admiral  who  had  last  spoken, 
into  the  details  of  his  clear,  and  for  the 
most  part  candid  speech,  because  when 
they  came  into  the  committee,  he  should 
be  ready  and  wiihng,  and  anxious  to  meet 
him  in  that  branch  of  the  discussion  ;  but 
for  tlie  present  he  should  turn  his  atten- 
4ion  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  ffen- 
tlcman  who  opened  the  debate.  That 
speech,  like  most  of  the  speeches  of  the 
•flame  right  hon.  gentleman,  was  ingenious 
and  forcible,  but  like  too  many  of  his 
speeches,  it  was  destitute  of  foundation. 
The  right  lion,  gentleman  affected  great 
earnestness,  and  appeared  to  feel  really 
convinced  of  the  force  of  his  argument; 
but  this  could  be  only  an  appearance,  for 
the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  must  be  too  well 
acquamted  with  the  subject  on  which  he 
was  speaking,  to  suppose  that  he  stood  on 
solid  grounds.  The  short  issue  of  that 
right  hon.  gentleman's  speech  was,  that  in 
the  first  year  of  peace  there  was  an  in- 
crease on  the  ordinary  estimates  of  the 
navy  of  20,000/.  and  that  this  was  a  prima 
^  facie  ground  for  sending  back  the  esti- 
xnatcs  without  even  going  into  the  com- 
mittee. Now  the  right  lion,  gentleman 
<;ould  hardly  be  ignorant  that  in  the  first 
year  of  every  peace  upon  record,  the  ordi- 
nary estimates  of  the  navy  had  exceeded 
those  of  the  last  year  of  war  preceding ; 
and  the  reason  of  this  was  plain,  because 
the  ordinary  estimates  comprised  the  civil 
department  of  the  navy  ;  and  as  the  scat- 
tered materials  were  in  time  of  peace 
brought  back  to  the  offices  and  dock- 


yards, the  expense  of  those  establish- 
ments was  consequently  increased.  To 
prove  what  he  had  asserted,  he  should 
give  a  statement  of  the  ordinary  estimates 
in  the  last  years  of  war  and  the  first  years 
of  peace,  from  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  to 
the  present  time.  In  the  year  17 14,  the 
first  year  of  peace  after  that  treaty,  the  in- 
crease on  the  navy  ordinaries  was  28,000/. 
It  would  be  necessary,  that  the  amount  of 
this  increase  might  be  clearly  understood, 
that  he  should  state  the  proportion  which 
the  increase  and  decrease  at  different  times 
bore  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  establisli- 
ments,  and  it  would  be  seen  in  the  course 
of  the  statement  which  he  should  exhibit* 
that  not  only  had  the  ordinary  estimates 
of  the  navy  increased  regularly  in  tite  first 
year  of  every  peace,  but  that  they  had  as 
regularly  decreased  in  the  first  year  of 
every  war.  In  1714,  then,  the  increase  of 
that  year,  being  the  first  year  of  peace, 
was,  as  he  had  just  stated,  28,000/.  being 
3-20ths  of  the  whole  estimates.  In  173<), 
the  last  year  of  peace,  the  expense  was 
220,000/.:  in  1740,  the  first  year  of  war, 
it  was  190,000/.,  having  fallen  2-20th8 — 
in  1748,  the  last  year  of  war,  it  was 
208,000/. ;  in  1749,  the  first  year  of  peace, 
it  was  285,000/.,  being  an  increase  of 
77,000/.  or  7-20th8— in  1755,  the  last 
year  of  peace,  the  ordinary  estimate  was 
280,000/. ;  in  1756,  the  first  year  oi  war, 
216,000/.  being  a  decrease  of  4-20ths — in 
1762,  the  last  year  of  the  war,  it  was 
272,000/.;  in  the  first  year  of  peace 
(1763)  it  rose  to  380,000/.,  being  an  in- 
crease of  8-20ths,  or  108,000/.;  in  1775, 
the  year  before  the  American  war,  it  was 
444,000/.;  in  1776,  the  first  year  of  the 
war,  it  fell  to  426,000/.  being  a  decrease 
of  l-20tl) — in  1783,  the  last  year  of  that 
war,  it  was  451,000/. ;  in  the  first  year  of 
tlie  peace  (1784)  it  was  701,000/.  being 
an  increase  of  250,000/.  or  ll-20ths  of 
the  whole  estimate  [Hear,  hear!]—- in 
1792,  the  last  year  of  peace,  it  was 
672,000/.;  in  1793^  it  was  669,000/.,  a 
trifling  diminution  indeed,  but  which 
showed  their  tendency  to  fall  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war;  in  1801-2,  the 
last  year  of  the  war,  it  was  1,058,000/.; 
in  1802-3,  the  year  of  peace,  it  rose  to 
1,228,000/.  being  an  increase  of  3-20ths; 
and  if  the  sum  added  in  that  first  year  of 
peace  to  the  navy  debt  be  taken  into  the 
account,  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  would  make 
the  increase  in  that  very  year,  to  which 
honourable  gentlemen  were  so  fond  of  re- 
ferrwg,  10r20ths»  or  one-half  of  die  whole 
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estimate.  [Hear,  heart]— In  iS01<,  the 
fint  year  of  war,  the  estimate  hail  ralloii 
to  1,058,000/.,  beiDg  a  decrease  of  3-20tlis. 
"Die  ordinary  of  tbetiavy  in  the  last  year 
was  2,34'ti,0OU/.  In  the  preseul  year  it 
was  proposed  that  it  should  be  2,765,QO0i. 
beinff  an  increase  o{  only  4'-WtIiB  of  the 
whole  estimate.  Now,  this  was  a  Emaller 
incfcase  on  [he  con  men  cement  of  peace 
than  sny  former  estimates  wliicli  could  be 
referred  to.—Hc  had  thus,  lie  trusted,  got 
rid  of  the  prhn^  facir  cose,  of  which  so 
mudi  had  been  said.  Hut  he  did  not  wish 
it  to  b«  supposed,  that  if  the  House  went 
into  B  comuiirtce  he  should  be.  contented 
with  such  general  statements.  He  en- 
treated the  House  to  go  into  that  com- 
mittee, and  as  he  bad  endeavoured  to  an- 
swer the  general  reasoning  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  he  should  then  prove  the 
propriety  of  the  details.  The  right  hoo. 
gentleman  had  requested  to  be  answered 
by  iigures — in  that  at  least  he  had  satisfied 
liim.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
chosen  Ilia  own  weapons  and  ground,  and 
yet  he  believed  it  ivould  be  admitted  that 
ne  woa  wholly  defeated.  But  it  might  be 
said,  that  the  sums  which  he  had  given 
were  the  whole  of  the  estimates,  whereas 
the  speech  of  the  right  ban.  gentleman 
was  confined  to  the  civil  establishments. 
But,  in  taking  the  tvhule  estimates  toge- 
ther, he  (Mr.  Crokcr)  had  probably  done 
injustice  to  his  cause;  fur  as  tliure  never 
had  been  so  large  half-pay  allowances  and 
pensions  at  any  former  period  of  peace, 
the  account  might  have  been  more  in  his 
favour  if  these  items  were  deducted.  But 
in  narrowing  the  subject  to  the  narrowest 
view  the  right  hon.  gentleman  could  take 
of  that  Rubject,  the  civil  offices  and  dock- 
yards, ho  would  say,  that  in  one  hundred 
years  no  instance  could  be  found  in  which 
tlie  peace  estimates  in  these  departments 
had  been  lees  than  those  of  the  last  years 
of  war.  A  miniite  difference  might  in- 
deed have  escaped  his  observation  in  so 
voluminous  a  search  as  through  the  esti- 
mates of  a  century ;  but  he  had  examined 
them  with  the  best  diligence  he  was 
master  of,  and  he  believed  he  might  con- 
fidently sny,  that  in  the  very  points  in- 
sisted on  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  no 
instance  of  a  diminution  would  be  found, 
and  that  wherever  there  was  any  difference, 
it  was  an  excess  of  the  first  year  of  peace 
over  the  last  year  of  war.  All  this  was  in 
direct  contraiiiclion  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's statement,  and  a  reason  for  going 
into  *  camBiiltee,  and  be  should  there,  be 
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hoped,  be  able  to  show  that  the  items 
were  as  far  from  being  extravagant  as  the 
sum  was  from  btiing  prima  Jucie  objec- 
tionable;  and  that  some  of  those  which 
looked  most  like  extravagant  to  ibe  gen. 
tlemen  opposite,  were  in  reality  most 
economical,  and  were  sanctioned  not  only 
by  reason,  but  by  the  votes  and  resalu- 
tions  of  that  House  TLoud  cries  of  Hear, 
l.e.rl]. 

Mr.  iJaringsaid,  that  the  grave  speech  of 
one  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  face- 
tious  speech  of  another,  had  done  but 
little  to  convince  tlie  House  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  enormous  estimates  which 
had  been  laid  before  them.  The  boa. 
secretary,  too,  whom  the;  had  just  heard, 
had  confined  himself  to  points  which  had 
not  been  disputed,  and  bad  brought  for- 
ward many  figures  without  at  all  advancing 
his  argument.  As  the  hon.  secretary  had 
expressed  his  wish  for  &  primH  facie  cue, 
he  would  treat  him  with  one.  It  was 
this,  that  the  victualling  money  had  been 
raised  from  Is.  4f/.  per  heed  in  war  lo 
Is.  Qd.  He  was  confident  that  by  any 
navy  contract  at  least  Bd.  per  head  might 
have  been  saved.  A  local  cose  of  extra- 
vagance had  been  stated  to  him  on  ibe 
best  authority.  It  was  this,  that  the 
master  of  the  quarantine  at  MiJIbrd  Ha- 
ven, whose  salary  was  20W.  a  year,  bad  in 
October  last  received  an  incrMse  of  fifty 
guineas.  He  imd  also  the  perquisite  al- 
lowed him  of  victuallinghis  men  at  \s.\d. 
per  heail  per  day.  He  had  learned  thai 
since  lost  autumn  the  allowance  had  been 
raised  to  \s.  6d,  The  real  expense  of 
victualling  these  men  couki  not  be  mors 
than  \s.  per  day  in  Waiesi  and  here,  then, 
on  the  number  of  men  under  his  direction, 
a  perquisite  of  1000/.  a  year  was  tiirovn 
into  the  hands  of  the  quarantine  master, 
which,  in  addition  to  his  p3y,  would  make 
his  place  worth  15001.  a  year.  Was  this 
person  a  man  who  had  distinguished  him- 
self in  the  navy  ?  No,  instead  of  that,  be 
understood  he  had  been  the  master  of  a 
collier. '  This  was  a  most  flagrant  waste 
of  the  public  money,  and  a  gross  breach 
of  public  duty  on  the  part  of  the  admiralty 
to  permit  it.  His  idea  was,  that  tlie  csti* 
mates  should  he  sent  back  to  ministers  for 
reconsideration,  and  the  rather  as  they 
were  made  so  far  back  as  in  January  last. 
Something  had  been  said  of  building  in 
merchants'  yards ;  but  he  would  ask,  what 
bad  become  of  the  Cydnus  and  Eurota* 
frigates,  that  were  built  in  the  king's  yard 
ODiy  aoUtelyulSlSi    UewvuMtlwf 
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were  broken  up  for  fire-wood ;  therefore 
he  was  led  to  conclude  that  there  must  be 
tome  great  defect  in  thi*  branch  of  the 
service. 

Mr,  Robinson  maintained,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  was  quite  as 
unfortunate  in  his  prim^  facie  cases  as  his 
right  hon.  friend  oeside  him,  whom  the 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  willing  to  leave  in 
the  lurch.  For  the  fact  was,  that  the  ad- 
miralty had  no  connexion  with  the  case 
mentioned  at  Milford  Haven  ;  nor  was  that 
case  included  in  the  estimates  upon  the 
table.  Blame  mieht  attach  to  the  depart- 
ment under  whicli  this  master  of  quaran- 
tine acted,  but  the  admiralty  had  nothing 
to  do  with  him.  So  much  as  to  one  of  the 
hon.  gentleman's  prim^  facie  cases,  and 
now  as  to  the  other,  it  turned  out  most 
unluckily  for  the  hon.  gentleman's  infor- 
mation, that  the  Cydnus  and  the  Eurotas 
were  not  built  in  the  king's^  but  in  the 
merchants'  yards. 

Mr.  Barififf  contended,  that  the  advance 
in  the  rate  of  victualling  men,  upon,  which 
he  had  animadverted,  and  which  furnished 
a  strong  prima  facie  case  against  the  admi- 
ralty, was  to  be  found  in  the  estimates 
upon  the  table.  Then  as  to  the  Cydnus 
and  Eurotas  frigates,  it  might  be,  that  he 
was  misinformed  as  to  the  place  in  which 
they  were  built ;  but  whether  constructed 
in  the  merchants',  or  the  king's  yards,  it 
was  evident,  that  the  admiralty  had  neg- 
lected its  duty,  for  it  was  its  province  to 
take  care,  that  these  frigates  should  be 
properly  constructed,  and  of  the  best  ma- 
terials. So  that  the  Inaccuracy  of  his  in- 
formation, was  no  acquittal  of  the  admi- 
ralty, from  the  charge  which  the  undeni- 
able condition  of  these  frigates  involved. 

Mr.  ^Vt^nn  thought,  that  as  it  appeared 
from  the  statement  of  ihe  gentlemen  op- 
posite that  a  material  reduction  of  expense 
m  the  naval  department  was  to  be  ex- 
pected within  the  year,  the  estimates  be- 
fore the  House  should  not  be  voted  for 
more  than  six  months,  that  was  until  June 
next.  Thus  the  House,  instead  of  trust- 
ing to  promises  of  economy,  would  retain 
the  means  of  enforcing  its  observance, 
which  would  be  a  much  better  mode  of 
doing  its  duty  towards  the  country  than 
by  voting  from  confidence  in  any  ministers 
a  larger  sum  of  money  than  was  actually 
necessary,  and  the  gentlemen  opposite 
themselves  stated  that  the  sum  mentioned 
in  the  estimates  was  not  at  all  likely  to  be 
required  for  the  expenditure  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Titmeif  justified  his  former  state* 


ments,  which  he  contended  were  in  no 
degree  shaken  by  the  speech  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  admiralty.    For  his printa facie 
case  still  remained  unanswered,  namely, 
that  the  sum  of  2,765,000/.  required  by 
the  estimates  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
ordinary  of  the  navy  was  not  fairly  ac- 
counted for,  and  that  it  was  unwarrantable 
to  advance  the  salaries  of  the  civil  officers 
of  the  navy,  of  the  secretaries  of  the  ad« 
miralty  for  instance,  upon  the  conclusion 
of  peace,  when  the  duties  of  those  officers 
must  be  so  considerably  reduced ;  that  it 
was  not  just  to  give  to  those  officers,  a 
larger  salary  in  peace,  when  we  had  but 
few  ships  at  sea,  than  they  had  when  our 
ships  covered    the  ocean     [Here  there 
were  cries  of  Spoke !  spoke !  when  Mr. 
Freemantle  rose  and  nioved  an  adjourn- 
ment, and  thus  a  new  question  being  before 
the  House,  Mr.  Tierney  acquired  a-rightto 
speak  again,  and  proceeded] .  He  challcng* 
ed  the  hon.  secretary  to  an  examination  of 
the  several  items  of  the  estimates,  and  by 
voting  for  tlie  adjournment  the  hon.  secre- 
tary would,  as  well  as  himself,   have  a 
better    opportunity   of   collecting    more 
complete  information.     But  if  it  were  the 
fact,  as  the  hon.  secretary  assumed,  that 
the  labour  of  the  officers  connected  with 
the  admiralty  was  greater  in  peace  than 
in  war,  how  came  it  that  those  salariea 
should  have  been  heretofore  so  tnuch  re- 
duced in  peace  ?    How  came  it,  for  in- 
stance, that  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of 
the  admiralty  himself  should  have  been 
always  reduced  one-fourth — as  it  must  still 
continue,  thanks  to  the  decision  of  that 
House  ?  But  looking  to  all  the  official  de- 
partments connected  with  the  admiralty, 
he  would  asky  in  which  of  them  could  any 
augmentation  of  labour  be  expected  during 
peace  ?  For  instance,  how  could  the  navy 
pay  office  after  we  had  been  now  six 
months  at  peace,  have  more  trouble  than 
when  we  had  above  100,000  seamen  to 
pay  ?  At  present  we  had  onl  v  33,000  sea- 
men to  pay,  and  yet  the  salaries  of  this 
office  were  augmented.    The  same  ques- 
tion might  be  put  with  respect  to  the 
victualling  office    and    the    dock  yards. 
Some  increase  of  business  might  be  looked 
for  in  the  dock  yards  of  Woolwich  and 
Deptford  for  a  short  time,  in  consequence 
of  the  shipping  to  be  paid  ofi^;  but  surely 
no  increase  of  trouble  could  be  said  to 
take  place  elsewhere.    But  the  most  ex- 
traordinary part  of  the  hon.  secretary's 
speech,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  make 
an  ingenious  run  out  of  a  bad  case,  and 
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H««Mdi  he  contrived  to  get  •  gratt  iMmt 
iltellln^  wei  inthar Miertioii  tlmt an  iii- 
anUm  ked  onifbrmly  ttkeD  pkoe  in  the 
eefltey  of  the  nsvy  npon  ibe  cooduiieB 
of  eveiy  fwace  iince  the  tieety  of  Utrecht. 
TUi  eumtinn  Mr.  Tiemey  maintuned  to 
be  quite  abeurdr  end  said,  that  no  prece- 
jtent  oonld  be  found  ibr  the  extraordinary 
{MTopesitioD'  nUcb  thoie  eitimatet  con- 
tained,' Ibr  inereaung  the  aahuriea  of  pub- 
lie  ottoei  at  tlie  vfnry  moment  when  their 
bniineei  was  materially  diminisli^,  and 
tlie  pricea  of  all  articles  materirily  re- 
wooee* 

Mr.'tSwfer  femarkedlhat  the  right  hen. 
fiendeman  had  said,  that  he  f  Mr.  C.)  had 
TCtreated  behind  h»  own  fire, but  lie  would 
M^  Aat  tlie  right  hen.  gentleman  had  con- 
trived to  retreat  behind  hb  own  snoioke. 
ritar,  hear !]  The  right  hen.  gentleman 
nd  bben  so  good  as  to  complunent  him 
ftr  i^gettttity,  while  in  the  same  breath  he 
dhavged  Um  with  folly,  by  attributing  to 
Un  a  statement  which  hie  never  made. 
He  had  called  on  him  (Mr.  Croker)  to 
prove  his  case  item  by  item,  andyet  de- 
dared  bis  intention  of  Toting  against  going 
into  the  committee,  the  only  place  in  which 
be  could  prove  it.  The  riglit  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  totally  misrepresented  his 
speech  by  stating,  that  he  had  argued  that 
no  reduction  ought  to  take  place  in  the 
first  year  of  peace;  he  had  said  and  he 
thought  no  such  thing.     He  admitted  that 


I  ot  Coaoukcl  The  Earl  of  JMM)Mi 
pieaanted  abiU  for  aUowkq^e  bg-tarW 
psesetttedJn  Shis  present  eession  •  oC fMMS 
ment,  for  Katuralising  Prince  Leojieliet 
Coboorg.  Hia  lordship  stMed  titac^dm 
WU  wet  neoessary  as  a  preKflsioaeyalofiee 
the  naturalisation  of  his  serene  higtussu 
It  had  been  usual  tor  go  throoghr  AtfJiC* 
forant  stages  of  bills  cS*  this  descnpdo» ia 
one  day,^4iid  therefore  he  pro|HMed  tihat 
certain  of  the  standing^  orders  slioaidlhsi 
suspended  to^norrow  for  that  putposei 
The  bill  being  read  a  first  time. 

Lord  Hoiiand  suggested,  dM  the  te- 
gular courM  would  ISd  to  uorethat  itt 
standing  order  alluded  -  to  be  talultt  inUr 
consideiration  to-morrow.  i:   ...  «. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  acqafeiMl^ 
a  motion  to  that  e&ct  was  egitjadl  asu 

PoBLxc  EcoitoMT.]    The 
ventiy  presented  a  petition  fma 
litv,  gently,  clergy,  frcehoMera, 
habitaiita  of  the  county  of  W4 

Staying  for  economy  in  the  publiQ 
ituroi  and  retrencnment'Of  oaa 
establiriitbents. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale 
eoncmrence  in  the  sentiments^iiffaiie  p«si» 
tinners,  and  adverted  to  an  itea»«CfMfalie 
expenditure  which  usually  c«*rM-aa  fto 
House  two  or  three  days  unh  f twbst  She 
close  of  the  session,  when  there  was  no 
time  to  make  inquiry,  namely,  an  annual 


'I  a  j.-'i^  Ici 


some  reductions  ought,  and  he  knew  even  I  grant  of  50,000/.  for  the  Caledonian  canal, 


that  they  had  already  taken  .place,  but  it 
was  only  in  the  committee  that  those  re- 
ductions could  be  stated  and  explained: 
diffidences  of  opinion  on  the  details  of  so 
voluminous  a  subject  would  necessarily 
arise»  but  it  was  only  in  a  committee  they 
could  be  discussed.  He  was  ready  to  ^o 
through  the  detail  item  by  item.  He 
hoped  that  the  great  mass  of  the  estimates 
would  be  found  fit  for  the  sanction  of  par- 
liament, but  if  any  item  should  appear  ob- 
jectionable, he  had  shown  in  his  own  case 
the  disposition  to  bow  with  becoming  re- 
spect to  the  judgment  of  any  great  body 
of  that  House. 

The  motion  of  adjournment  was  nega- 
tived, and  that  for  the  committee  carri^  ; 
but  on  the  motion  of  lord  Castlcreagh  the 
committee  was  postponed  until  Wednes- 
day. 


\ 
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which  canal,  he  believed  it  was  the  opinion 
of  navel  men,  would  never  prove  of  anv 
utility,  and  which,  it  was  the  universal 
opinion  in  Scotland,  was  of  no  use  what- 
^  ever.  He  therefore  thought  that  a  saving' 
to  this  amount  might  at  all  events  be 
made,  and  which,  in  these  times  of.  diffi* 
cuhy  and  pressure,  would  be  of  some 
importance.  He  trusted  that  an  inquiry 
would  be  instituted  upon  this  subject,  ia 
order  that  this  money  might  not  again  be 
voted  for  no  useful  purpose. 

The  Duke  of  Sussex  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
commons  of  London,  in  common  council 
assembled,  praying  for  economy  in  the 
public  expenditure,  and  retrenchment  of 
useless  ollices,  and  particularly  praying 
against  the  large  military  establishment 
now  proposed.  His  royal  highness  oh* 
served,  that  the  people  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect the  strictest  economy  in  nie  public 
expenditure,  at  a  period  like  the  present 
of  pressure  and  difficulty.  He  could  nol^ 
however,  upon  this  subject^  add  to  what 
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had  been  to  aUj  nid  upon  a  former  night 
by  8  noble  marqab ;  he  could  onhr  recur 
Co  8  topic  he  had  mentioned  before^  he 
aliuded  to  the  marines.  By  the  establish- 
ment of  a  force  of  that  description,  in  pre- 
ference to  battalions  of  the  hne,  a  consi- 
derable saving  might  be  effected*  as  it 
would  be  found  that  16|000  marines  would 
cost  the  country  60,00014  a  year  less  than 
16,000  men  forming  a  standing  aripyi 
reckoning  1000  men  to  a  battalion. 
Ordereid  to  Ue  on  the  table. 

Reading  Clerk  of  the  Hovse.] 
The  Lord  ChancMor  read  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Rose,  the  clerk  of  parliament,  an- 
noancing  that  the  state  or  health  of  Mr. 
William  Stewart  Rose,  the  Reading  Clerk, 
was  such,  that  there  was  no  probability  of 
his  being  able  to  attend  the  House,  and 
proposing  that  Mr.  Birch  should  be  allowed 
to  officiate  in  his  stead,  whom  he  stated  to 
be  well  qualified  for  the  duties  of  the  situa- 
tion, having  attended  the  House  in  that 
capacity  for  two  sessions  on  a  former  oc- 
casion. His  lordship  said  he  had  no  re- 
collection of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Birch,  but 
he  thought  it  of  importance  that  he  should 
only  be  appointed  to  officiate  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  House,  and  that  he  should 
not  be  removed  from  the  situation  with- 
out the  pleasure  of  the  House,  and  he 
moved  to  that  effect,  after  u>eaking  very 
highly  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Cowper, 
and  mentioning  the  necessity  there  was 
that  that  gentleman  should  have  efficient 
auistance,  and  also  warmly  praising  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Currie,  who  had  officiated 
as  reading  clerk. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  remarked  upon 
the  fact,  that  a  clerk  of  their  lordships 
House  might  be  removed  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  clerk  of  parliament,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  other  House.  He  agreed 
that  the  gentleman  now  to  be  admitted 
to  act  for  Mr.  Stewart  Rose  ought  not  to 
be  removed  without  their  lordships  per- 
mistfion.  All  their  lordships  must  be  well 
aware  of  the  distinguished  ability  and  at« 
tention  with  which  the  senior  clerk  per- 
formed his  duties ;  but  the  state  of  public 
business  in  their  lordships  House  was 
such,  that  it  was  highly  proper  that  he 
should  have,  not  onhr  thin,  but  stiU  fur- 
ther  assistance ;  for  the  country  was  not 
reduced  to  such  poverty  as  not  to  be  able 
to  provide  for  the  public  service  in  this 
particular;  and  he  gave  notice,  that  he 
would,  next  week,  bring  the  matter  more 
particularly  under  their  lordibipe  view. 

(VOL.  XXXIII.) 


IjOtA  Redesdale  agreed  in  all  that  bad 
been  said  as  to  the  distinguished  manner 
in  which  the  senior  clerk  had  done  hia 
duty,  and  as  to  the  necessity  of  effectual 
assistance.  From  the  knowledge  he  had 
of  Mr*  Birch,  he  believed  he  was  com* 
petent. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  if  an  additional 
clerk  should  be  found  necessary,  he  ought 
to  be  paid  by  the  clerk  of  parliament  and 
not  by  the  public,  the  clerK  being  bound 
to  penorm  the  duties  by  himseU'  or  hie 
deputies. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  the  patent 
ran,  that  the  clerk  of  the  parliament 
should  either  attend  in  person  or  provide 
a  sufficient  deputy  or  deputies ;  but  rather 
than  interfere  with  vested  rights,  if  a  dif- 
ferent construction  were  put  upon  the  p»» 
tent,  he  thought  the  expense  of  whatever 
additional  assistance  sliould  be  considered 
necessary  must  be  borne  by  the  public, 
as  he  could  not  admit  the  country  to  be 
so  reduced  as  to  be  unable  to  pay  for  ne- 
cessary assistance  in  the  conducting  of 
business  of  so  much  importance^ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Ovfemders  Transport ATtoK  Bii^l.] 
Mr.  Addingion  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  to  amend  the  several  laws  rela* 
tive  to  the  Transportation  of  Offenders. 
This  measure  he  said,  he  should  have 
brought  frrward  sooner,  if  he  were  not  in 
hopes  of  being  able  to  frame  a  bill  for 
consolidating  all  the  acts  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  transportation,  from  that  of  George 
1st,  downwards.  But  Uus  coosolidatioa 
being  found  impracticable,  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  provide  for  the  continuance  of 
the  act  of  lisst  session,  which  would  expina 
on  the  1st  of  May,  some  omissions  in 
which  it  was  intended  to  supply.  It  waa 
also  meant  to  introduce  a  ciause  for  pro- 
viding inspectors,  at  the  ports  to  which 
the  transports  are  usually  sent  for  em* 
barkation,  such  inspectors  to  act  inter- 
mediately between  the  eaoiers,  or  persona 
bringing  transports,  and  the  commanders 
of  the  vessels  in  which  such  transport^ 
were  to  proceed  to  their  destination. 

Mr.  Bermet  expressed  a  hope,  that  this 
measure  would  not  be  hurried  through 
the  House,  but  that  ample  time  would  M 
afforded  for  the  consideration  of  the  inn 
portent  subject,  to  which  it  referred* 
Upon  this  subject  i|  waa1aiowD»  Ibal  thn 


Ml  BomBw^oMiaHs, 

highest  authorilies  entprtainecl  nrtMni 
altogetlter    ndverse    lo   the   [Mut^lo'  <f 


mth  that  «lMlil  hi 
liimBelf  fuDy  concurred.    For  hi  Ml  JoBf^ 

flan  might  1 
coiMnoli  at 


ment,  a  much  betler  plan  might 
viecA  for  ihe  refori 


yiE 


AklMirv.  Oil  fewfpiMa  mn 
witttmai  It  Bmauyttf,  wlwr*  tbt  whOa 
■jilitfaf^Mpywl  *M  of  AiA  ta  tf- 

■Bilii'llrihiicjtihrt  di«  BodMr  of  exe* 
Mhbttii^^lltt  MUlBneM,  flur  adesid|> 
tlwKTmMofnatnratdmtbi.  H«#oMld, 
iMMNhK  «ter  mora  at  leiwtb  ttMB  tbe 
""^i  jading  of  l&«  U^  wkM,  be 
l^ftodM  Bin  be  popoitod  hrHBw 


Mr/ilMnwtM  uM,  thH  Irt  bid  M 
vMite  hoin  Iha  Bfll,  bMt  7«k,  M  dk» 
A«hMabcr|iiUBeM  to  Um  priiMiiplg  of 

aMjjiiyairoB  AogttiMg,  ba^dd  Mt 

MjvwW  WM  BiiraMa  cowfl  Mfiva^SDr  In* 


ttaashiVdiil  Dot  ureB  wHh  bii  hon. 
friend  m'M'IUn  ezpe&Wr  of  ebelMihir 
mmportetioD  ihepAber,'  be  tb  boght  Aet 
(be  mteiB  augh^  to  ba  «eT7  IniteriallT 
ttediSeiL  Tbe  leaned  gentlenm  aaked, 
-whetlwr  goveraor  Bfaquerrie.hBd  Vet  re- 
turned anj  iniwer  to  tbe  tetter  which,  be 
■aieritaW,  em  lome  tieie  tinee  eddreaed 
ta  bttni  fratn'  the  proper  officoi  indoiing 
the  r^MTt  of  ■  committee  of  that  House, 
upon  the  lubject  of  transportation  to 
Botany  Bay,  and  the  general  conduct  of 
that  colony?  If  Ruch  answer  had  been  re- 
ceived (and  he  expressed  a  wish  lo  have 
fail  qiieation  trammunicBted  to  the  under 
tceretarr  of  state,  for  the  colonial  depart- 
meatf  wbo  vas  not  then  in  his  place)  he 
tbmwbt  it  desirable  to  have  that  answer 
kid  beferethe  Mouie. 

Mr.  AdHngton  observed,  that  the  pre- 
■ent  act  expired  on  the  lit  of  Mar.  It 
wai,  therefore,  necessary  to  proceed  with 
the  bill,  and  avoid  delays  that  might  poet- 
pone  it  beyond  tbe  lUte  he  had  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Abererimiie  Mid,  the  bill  was 
[»Med  for  a  diort  time,  to  give  opportu- 
nity fat  consideration;  and  now,  aa  the 
hoiydayi  would  soon  come  on,  the  bill,  of 
course,  could  not  be  interrupted  t  but 
why  not  bring  it  in  earlier. 

Mr.  Addinglon  said,  his  reasons  fin-  not 

brining  it  in  earlier  were  merely,  that  be 

had  devoted  much  time  end  labour  to  the 

eonaideiation  of  it;  with  the  view  of  con> 
.......     ..     ...-  ^^      .. 


iritkiMrftand  k  hii]ptaettDlUri»kHi, 

tfWaOa  nlMNOart  vw 

Bfe-JV.IPlJUtfn  com 

a'elaDotaa,  f 


to  biai  la  DWa  been  ta  van.  CoftMMjp 
the  praNDt  bill  couM  not  bo  kitonibA-V 
a  peRdBnant  meaetire, 

fiVt  XpoeeMvf  CDaen^ea,  tMM  oe  v^mnMh 
tbe  plan  fbr  refonnnv  efcndteia  ar  bawlL 
b«  iolitary'  confiaenent,  *c  waa.  fmm 
eoimerkal,  m  theae  < 


penitentiarj  yUein  coiM,  be  uadantaa^ 
n^  teitify.  He  himself  ihougfat,  and  b' 
AfatewuM "— '- 


Mtpportedbyi 
dW  Itwedd  be  advinbie  w  wmmomf 
vida  amplcmd  to  work  in  tbe  epaa  ib^ 
wbieb  would  cerulnly  bo  nan  fafM 
advantage  of  their  health,  aad  aiNCflw* 
bab^  tend  to  diminish  that  boMMlf  tV 
•odety^  wfaicb  wiea  too  often  tbo  iniNa  af 
▼ice. 

Xaava  mm  given  to  brb^  fat  Ito-  Mi^ 
wMeh  wai  accordjogly  broagkl  ftai'Mi 


enmiit  preoented  a  petMoO'  trom--^ 
JMMora  oooflned  in  Yoric  gMlk'-riHtfig 
« tbit  tbey  wen  iiBprltDM*"ler  MM* 
wblch  they  were  unable  to  poyrAat'lkalr 
niMrfVeney  waa  created  by  tbgawaatfu'  of 
tbe  timet,  and  by  anavoidaMaMUbHanaa  ( 
that  they  were  ready  to  divide  tfieir  eflecta 
among  their  creditors,  whom  tbe^  were 
anxious  to  satisfy  by  all  the  nteans  in  their 
power :  and  that  under  such  circumstancct, 
they  heard  with  alarm  of  tbe  introduction 
of  a  measure  into  tliat  House,  which  Ibey 
understood  was  cslculsted  to  deprive 
them  of  the  clemency  of  tbe  existing  law, 
and  to  condemn  them  to  such  meamire  of 
imprtfoomenl,  as  any  capricioua  or  cmel 
creditor  might  think  proper  to  inflict. 
But  the  petitioneTH  earnestly  prayed  that 
the  House  would  be  pteaseil  to  take  tbeir 
unhappy  case  into  consideration,  and  save 
them  from  the  viiitation  of  sucb  aggra- 
vated  calamity,  as  they  were  led  to  ap- 
prehend fVom  the  measure  atloded  to." 
The  learned  gentleman,  in  preaenting  this 
petition,  took  occasion  to  express  a  Dope, 
that  the  House  and  the  ecmimitteo  to 
whom  this  subject  was  referred,  would  ne^ 
in  considering  the  evils  which  might  bave 
resulted  from  the  existbg  law,  entertain 
the  idea  of  recurring  to  the  former  syateia, 
nnder  which  such  intolerable  initstice, 
such  unparalleled  inhumanity,  bad  takea 
~' —  In  providing  Maint  ftaudulenl 
ba  bipod  tbo  Hoaae,  fai  ha  jwtiM 
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and  humanityy  would  never  overlook  the 
case  of  the  unfortunate  debtors  from 
whom  this  petition  proceeded,  and  he 
much  feared  that  such  unfortunate  debtors 
were  but  too  numerous,  especially  in  the 
present  state  of  the  country.  Therefore, 
while  he  wished,  as  much  as  any  man,  to 
guard  against  fraud,  he  would  never  allow 
misfortune  to  become  the  object  of  pu- 
nishment, and  particularly  of  punishment 
as  severe  as  any  callous  or  thoughtless 
creditor  was  at  liberty  to  inflict  upon  his 
debtor  under  the  old  law  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  to  which  he  confidently  hoped 
that  parliament  would  never  consent  to 
recur. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  effects  of 
the  insolvent  debtors  act. 

Third  Secretary  of  State.]  Mr. 
Tierney^  with  a  view  to  the  motion  of 
which  iie  had  given  notice,  with  respect  to 
the  office  of  the  Third  Secretary  ot  State, 
moved,  <^  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  an  account  of  the  salaries,  allow- 
ances, new  year's  gifts,  and  perquisites 
received  in  the  offices  of  the  secretaries  of 
State  for  the  home,  foreign,  and  war  de- 
partments, in  tlie  years  ended  the  5th  of 
January  1815  and  5th  of  January  1816, 
distinguishing  each  year,  and  the  different 
departments,  and  the  persons  by  whom 
the  salaries  have  been  received.'^—- Or- 
dered. 

Civil  List.]  Lord  Castlereagh  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  propose  a  bill,  for 
regulating  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil  List 
in  future,  in  pursuance  of  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
last  session,  which  bill  was  meant  to  in- 
clude a  provision  for  the  appointment  of 
certain  officers,  to  check  the  expenditure 
in  the  several  departments.  This  bill, 
however,  he  did  not  think  he  should  be 
able  to  bring  forward  until  afler  the  recess, 
as  the  estimates  had  been  referred  back 
to  the  several  officers,  with  a  view  to  con- 
sider what  practicable  reductions  could  be 
made,  consistently  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  Crown,  and  the  allow- 
ance of  such  an  establishment  as  should 
provide  against  any  application  to  parlia- 
ment hereafter,  for  the  discharge  of  debts. 
As  to  the  present  debt  of  277,0(Xtf.  upon 
the  civil  list,  he  was  happy  to  say,  that  the 
{layment  of  that  sum  would  be  provided 
for  without  any  application  to  parliament, 
pamdj,  firom  orous  of  the  Crowa,  a  cooai- 


dcrable  part  of  which  had  accrued  since 
the  discuMion  of  this  subject  last  session. 
Mr.  Tierney  observed,  that  as  those 
droits  of  the  Crown,  of  which  he  should 
be  glad  to  hear  a  satbfiiictury  explanation, 
would  be  available  for  some  other  purpose^ 
if  not  required  for  the  discharge  of  the 
debts  of  the  civil  list,  he  could  not  sea  that 
that  House  or  the  public,  had  so  muc^ 
reason  to  rejoice  as  the  noble  lord  pro« 
fessed  to  feel.  But  the  estimates  were,  it 
appeared,  referred  back  for  the  purpose  of 
reduction — So  that  an  after-thought  had 
occurred  to  the  noble  lord  on  this  subject; 
[A  laugh,  and  Hear,  hear !]— and  he 
should  be  very  glad  to  find,  however  un- 
looked-for, that  a  similar  after-thought  oc- 
curred to  the  noble  lord  with  respect  to 
various  other  departmental  so  that  some- 
thing more  than  the  mere  show  or  profes- 
sion of  economy  should  appear  in  the  ad- 
ministration. But,  it  seemed,  the  noble 
lord  8  intended  bill  was  in  pursuance  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  last 
session,  of  the  proceedings  of  which  he 

i'Mr.  T.)  decidedly  disapproved;  and  ha 
ancied  that  the  grounds  of  his  disappro- 
bation would  now  be  pretty  generally  ac- 
knowledged. His  intention,  therefore, 
was,  to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  new 
committee,  to  consider  the  whole  of  tha 
subjecU  referred  to  the  committee  of  last 
session  and  the  report  of  which  might  be 
made  before  the  introduction  of  the  no* 
ble  lord's  bill,  which  it  scpmed  could  not 
be  brought  forward  until  after  the  holy- 
da3r8.  Thus  the  report  of  the  committee 
which  he  proposed  would  serve  to  guide 
the  judgment  of  the  House  in  considering 
the  noble  lord's  bill;  but  he  (Mr.  T.) 
thouffht  the  House  must  now  be  fully  sa- 
tisfied, that  unless  the  committee  which  he 
proposed  should  be  invested  with  powers 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers  tlie  inquiry 
would  be  ineffectual. 

Lord  CastUreagh  said,  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  produce  an  account  of  tha 
droits  alluded  to ;  but  with  respect  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  intended  motion, 
he  thought  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
to  the  House,  and  to  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman himself,  to  have  the  views  of  go- 
vernment upon  this  important  question 
made  known  before  that  motion  waa 
brought  forward. 

Mr.  Tierney  observed,  that  there  was  an 
understanding  between  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  and  himself,  last  session,  that 
if  any  new  excess  should  arii>e  upon  tha 
civil  list|  the  report  of  the  ommittei  of 
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4#t  N4i«iiriMldd  Im  nftiMlM 
■yiiiittii  >  Tte  w*b  lori,  in  ibandli^ 
WiMft'VpM'tlMnportortiie-eaBMailtM 
4pf  4i>t-'M«ioD,  piroeaadad  opoo  tte  «■- 
wiipdott  •f  faett^  wUeh  lie  <Mr.  T.) 
mtumif  .^ied.  The  aobte  loid  Miglic, 
1iowMr«  bring  ftrvftrd  hb  bOl!  «•  moo  oK 
lM«Mb«haoh6(B(r.T.)  woold  mko 
his  flMm  M  Mon  M  he  cbiMb  and  if  the 
aoUeJoid  was  net  en  the  alert  be  (Mr. 
TAwmrmj  likely  to  be  befbre  bin. 

Mr.  A^Aeai  eaked»  whether  the  no* 
Uelirdhad  anjoWeetion  to  prodaee  a 
BtalaWMnI  of  th^  droka  of  the  Growot  frooti 
Ae  eapBrneooeoMnl  of  the  war,  together 
with  ^Mr  appUoation  and  tba-eeMmnt  of 
the  iwiidiiafc     He  neant  neiel j  ft  stale- 

*  KbrdOiftfm^gskealdyhekBewofnoob- 
Jeeliet  whatever. 


•1  *^ 


fc'AWB  TmASBi]  Mr.  WMtr^iim^  ve- 
ftfflii^e  the  ncgedations  at  Vienne,  mU 
ke  wAed  to  ask  the  noUe  lord  uiiiiiisHfc 
rtstelanhpopthe  sebjeet  ofthe  Abolitieo 
^  tWaiese  Trade.     In  e.  paragraph  of 

ootAreeees  -  opoo  the   Moation  of  the 
slave  tiedeshoaid  not  be  broken  vp  alle- 

rerthen«  -but. that  the  mhiialers  of 
dilerent  powers  should  neat  again 
vipeo  the  subject  in  London  or  Fteis.  He 
was;desiroos  of  beiag  infomed  what  steps 
bad  been  taken  in  consequeooeof  this  re* 
solutioD. 

Lord  Casilereagh  stated,  that  at  the  pe- 
riod of  the  couferences  at  Vienna,  only  four 
powers,  namely,  those  of  Russia,  Austria, 
Prussia,  and  Great  Britain,  had  agreed  to 
abandon  the  slave  trade  altogether. 
France  bad  not  then  gone  this  length. 
Last  year,  however,  she  had  followed  the 
example  of  the  other  powers,  and  conse- 
qoeotly  all  became  pledged  to  the  same 
course.  In  consequence  of  this  pledge, 
by  command  of  the  Prince  Regent,  a  note 
had  been  addressed  to  the  ministers  of  the 
four  powers  resident  in  this  country,  re- 
questing that  they  would  apply  to  their 
respective  courts  for  instructions  to  hold 
the  conference  alluded  to.  He  hoped  but 
little  delay  would  take  place  before  those 
instructions  were  received,  and  he  could 
assure  his  hon.  friend,  that  as  soon  as 
tiiey  were  received,  no  time  should  be 
last  on  his  part,  in  assemblhig,  according 
to  the  stipulation  at  Vieima,  and  in  laying 
belbre  the  House  the  result  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. .   . 

Xr.W.  SmM  asked^  wbctbeptberewaa 


lut:\ 


eB^^woapect  or  ^  -  -m 

thae  the  floaDish  goveruMDl 
dbced  to  cencwr  in  the  aboikioa  «Clhs 
stave  trade}  He  wenld  not 
'Whether  Spain  ought  or  night 
ndueed  to  aoquiasoe  in  taia 
^<*jeat,.but  he  ooukl  not  help  thioidMAst 
while  that  country  persisSad  in  tUa  Mian 
traffie»the  endewreon  of  all  tbe^elbsi 
powen  ouist  be  nugatory. 
Lord  CaOlertMgk .  som 
ivoold  has  with  noreaniceie  jegf  4 
aelf»  the  concur renoe  ef  Spaas 
surob  but  he  was  sorry  to  sey» ' 
deaireura  heretofore  nsedtokiiaef  list 
concurrence,  had  been  unaoc  c  aaafuL  J^pah 
was  fledged  at  Vienna  to  dheeptipibe  dhs 
stave'  tnde  in  eight  yean»  aal  -Jir  liat 
pledge  she  adhered  in  all  thcdUaoaviaBW^ 
which  had  since  taken  place.  He  Ml  ie> 
deadi  jgieat  ispprehensions  thetcilM  na» 
vemnent  wmm  not  dopavtr  Aoaa-nii 
pledge.  But  notwithstandn^  tligi  peaia- 
venince*  he  oonld  not  soppoae  it  nfl^hl  ha 
deemed  consistent  with  fftwaid  peliaw  ar 
cenmon  aanse  to  depart  from 
wiihthu  government  with  raapeokl* 
abjoM.  ^ThatSpannughti  ' 
te  relax  open  tbia  point  waa 
hope,  bnt  yat*  firon  what  had 
coned,  be  regretted  to  sa^t  CheikfeeMld^ 
not  baUmt  any  e»psolatiei<i 
wibject.  • 

Navy  Estimates.]  Mr.  Smrimg,  ad« 
verting  to  some  observations  which  he  had 
made  on  a  preceding  evenins,  with  res- 
poet  to  the  expense  of  victualling  the  nan 
at  Milford  Haven,  said,  he  wiahed  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  aubjact 
which  certainly  required  someaatiafactory 
answer  from  ministers.  He  alluded  to  a 
charge  which  appeared  in  the  navy  esti- 
mates foi  the  present  year,  for  viotnaUing 
the  officers  and  ship-ke^>era  in  ordioary. 
The  number  of  men  so  victualled  was 
4,857  at  U.  6d.  per  diem,  making  e  total 
of  18^960/.  In  the  estimates  of  181S 
there  appeared  a  charge  for  precisely  the 
same  description  of  men,  at  Is.  per  dien» 
Now,  if  in  1813, 1814,  and  1S15,  la.  a 
day  waa  thought  to  be  a  sufficient  auni,  he 
should  like  to  know  what  possible  reaaon 
could  be  urged  for  augmlBDting  it  to  It. 
Gd^  when  the  price  of  eveiy  article  waa  so 
greatly  diminished  ?  On  a  former  oca^ 
sion  when  he  mentioned  the  aubject,  it 
was  thought  to  be  a  sufficient  answer  fWm 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  it  did 
not  bdoiijg  to' the- admiralty  depertaODl^ 
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and  a  great  outcry  wat  raited,  ai  if  a  pro- 
digious triumph  liad  been  obtained  by  the 
govemnient.  For  hit  own  part,  he  mutt 
tay,  he  did  not  care  in  what  department 
the  abuse  wat  committed ;  it  wat  enough 
that  the  abute  existed  to  induce  that 
House  to  look  into  thetubject.  He  found, 
upon  looking  into  the  estimates,  that  a 
contlderabie  number  of  men  were  victu- 
alled at  the  same  rate.  He  wat  informed, 
however,  from  good  authority,  that  the 
actual  expense  of  victuMng  the  men  at 
MiUbrd  Haven  was  not  more  than  Is.  a 
day,  for  beef,  bread,  and  beer,  and  that  the 
surplus  was  a  perquisite  belonging  to  the 
officer  who  provided  their  food.  The 
gross  amount  of  expense  which  the  coun- 
try had  to  pay,  between  the  rate  of  If.  and 
Is.  6d.  was  i^fiOOI. ;  and  certainly  if  no 
more  satisfactory  information  wat  given 
upon  the  tubject  than  what  had  already 
been  aflbrded,  he  thould  feel  it  hit  duty, 
when  the  matter  came  forward  in  a  com- 
mittee, to  move  the  reduction  of  the  whole 
expenditure  to  what  it  had  cost  the  public 
in  preceding  years.  The  hon.  member 
concluded  by  moving  for  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  men  m  the  several  depart- 
ments of  tlie  naval  service,  including  the 
transport  and  custom-house  service,  victu- 
alled by  any  agreement  or  allowance  other 
than  by  the  competition  of  public  tender. 
Mr.  Croker  said, he  must  distinctly  deny 
that  the  answer  given  to  the  hon.  member 
en  a  former  evenine  was,  that  the  parti- 
cular case  he  alluded  to  did  not  belong  to 
the  admiralty  department.  The  answer 
was,  that  unless  the  House  permitted  the 
estimates  to  go  into  a  committee,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  give  those  detailed  ex- 
planations which  were  necessary;  and 
that  what  the  hon.  member  called  a 
ffimd  Jaeie  case  against  the  navy  esti- 
mates, was  in  fact  no  primA  facie  case 
at  all.  The  hon.  member  stated  that  he 
had  received  information  that  the  men  io 
Milford  Haven  could  be  victualled  for  one 
shilling  a  day,  or  a  little  more :  but  he 
ahould  recollect  that  the  charge  in  the 
estimate  of  one  shiUing  and  sixpence  per 
diem  referred  to  the  harbours  of  Ports- 
mouth, Plymouth,  Chatham,  Sheemett 
and  other  ports,  and  not  at  all  to  Milford 
Haven.  He  believed  there  were  not  ten 
men  at  Milford  Haven,  whose  victualling 
was  included  in  the  item  in  the  navy  etti- 
matet  then  before  the  Houte.  It  wat  not 
quite  fair,  therefore,  to  take  one  of  the 
cheapest  placet  fai  Walet,  and  calculate 
tto  espente  of  other  diatricta  upon  the 


chai]ge  which  would  be  incurred  in  that 

Crticular  port.  Betidet,  the  hon.  mem- 
r,  in  hit  estimate  of  what  wat  necessary 
to  victual  men,  included  only  beef,  beer, 
and  bread,  forgetting,  or  probably  not 
knowing,  that  besides  those  articles,  every 
man  in  the  navy  received  various  other 
things,  such  as  butter,  cocoa,  wine,  lemon- 
juice,  vegetables,  &c.  Since  the  statement 
which  hiul  been  made  by  the  hon.  member 
on  a  former  evening,  he  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  make  a  particular  inquiry  of 
the  meritorious  officer  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  victualling  department,  who 
assured  him  that  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
per  diem  wat  the  real  average  expente  of 
the  amount  of  rationt  which  each  man  re- 
ceived. Even  in  Milford  Haven,  where 
there  wat  one  open  and  avowed  competi- 
tion, the  charge  by  contract  wat  one  shil- 
ling and  four-pence  halfpenny,  notwith- 
standing the  cheapness  of  the  place.  With 
respect  to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  member, 
he  certainly  could  have  no  objectk>n  to 
produce  all  the  papers  he  required,  or  any 
other  which  he  might  think  necessary,  and 
it  was  his  firm  conviction  thatwhenever 
the  question  was  thoroughly  discussed,  it 
would  be  found  that  one  shilling  and  six- 
pence per  diem  was  not  more  than  enough 
to  cover  the  expense  of  the  average  ration 
of  each  man. 

Mr.  Uarham^  having  lately  come  front 
Milford  Haven,  said  he  could  give  some 
idea,  from  personal  observation,  of  the 
price  of  provisions  at  that  place  for  the 
last  four  months.  Beef  was  from  2ld^  to 
S|<f.  per  pound ;  butter  5</.,  and  pork  24fc 
per  cwt. 

Mr.  Frpnantle  wished  to  know  whether 
any  thing  was  furnished  to  the  men,  under 
the  present  contract,  which  wat  not  fiir- 
nithed  in  the  vears  1813, 18U,  and  1815? 
If  not,  it  made  no  difference  in  the  argu- 
ment, and  it  would  remain  for  the  hon. 
secretary  to  show  why  those  artidet  which 
were  supplied  at  Is.  a  day  in  diote  yearti 
thould  now  require  li.6d.whea  the  prices 
of  all  commodities  had  fiedlen  to  much. 

Mr.  Croier  exprc^ed  hit  readiness  to 
enter  into  the  fullest  detailt  on  the  tub- 
ject in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Jones  taid,  that  navy  contracts, 
which  had  been  taken  at  a  large  price, 
might  not  have  expired,  and  the  contnc- 
tort  were  entitled  to  the  fuirbenefit  of  the 
Ml  in  the  market.  He  could  not  but 
deprecate  the  querulout  and  captiout  ob- 
jectiont  which  were  made  by  gentlemea 
on  the  other  tide  of  the  Houte. 

i  ■ 
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Admiral  Markham  dcoicd  that  there 
wac  any  just  ground  for  [he  difference 
between  the  charge  of  1813  and  that  now 
made. 

Mr.  Crofter  (aid,  titat  llio  package, 
■towage,  nnd  cmris^e,  connected  with 
viciuailing  in  ordinary,  added  to  ihe  price 
of  the  provisions,  amounted  to  about  Is. 
6i^  per  man.  That  wat  the  calculation 
made    last    year,   and    it  was    petfecily 

Mr.  Broagham  said,  that,  with  respect 
to  what  hnd  fallen  from  the  han.  secretary 
00  the  subject  of  a  contract  (if  indeed 
uiy  contract  existed)  be  laboured  under 
k  miituke.  The  fact  was,  rhal  whatever 
specie*  of  agreement  had  been  made,  wa« 
entered  into  when  provisions  were  ex- 
tremely cheap.— ami  then  came  the  objec- 
tion of  hit  hon.  friend  to  granting  an  in* 
creased  allowance  for  the  support  of  these 
men.  To  that  objection  no  answer  could 
be  given  :  nor,  indeed,  cnuld  he  conceive 
what  proper  answer  could  be  offtTcd.  In 
1811  and  )813,  when  provisions  were 
from  30  to  40  per  cent,  dearer  than 
they  were  now,  one  shilling  per  man  was 
Allowed  for  victualling  iIiobb  persons  at 
Milfurd ;  but  now  the  rale  allowed  for 
victualling  them  was  increased,  in  a 
greater  degree  than  the  price  of  provi- 
siona  had  fallen.  The  allowance  waa  in- 
created  50  per  cent. ;  one  shilling  and 
sixpence  being  now  granted  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  each  man.  He  knew  of  no 
rise  in  any  of  the  minor  articles,  connected 
with  bread,  meat,  and  beer,  that  could 
jtutify  such  an  increase  of  allowance. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  the  learned  gentleman 
did  not  appear  to  underatand  the  subject 
which  wsi  before  the  House.  There  was 
not  one  word  in  it  relating  to  a  contract. 
He  should  be  read)*,  when  the  House 
weot  into  a  committee  on  the  navy  esti- 
mated, to  give  the  most  ample  information 
that  gentlemen  could  desire. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  it  was  not  he,  but 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  laboured  under 
an  error.  He  never  said  there  was  a 
contract — he  lather  denied  it;  but  the 
hon.  gentiemaa  had  stated  tliere  was  a 
contract. 

Mr.  Baring  observed,  that  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  contract  nnd  no  contract, 
in  this  case.  He  would  show  that  it  stood 
in  thai  predicament.  The  hon.  member 
for  Pembroke  had  stood  forward,  without 
being  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  facts 
of  the  case.  In  what  he  {Mr,  Raring) 
had  said,  ba  umnt  not  to  cait  uy  reflw 
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tion  on  tiie  dtaructer  of  Mr.  Willjanw, 
which,  doubtlesi,  was  lery  rcspeclablb 
Hs  belic-red,  however,  tluit  Mr.  Willianit 
contracted  with  himself  to  victual  iha 
men  under  his  command.  Tliis  waa  an 
abi]3G  that  oujiht  never  to  be  Buffered; 
becaitt«  tlic  authority  of  the  commander, 
in  such  a  case,  might  prevent  ibe  tneo 
from  exerciaing  a  good  and'  wbolcbomt 
check  over  his  proceedings,  wiib  respect 
tu  the  quantity. nd  quality  of  the  provi- 
sions supphed  (•them.  Now  five  months 
ago,  those  men  were  victualled  for  Ic.  pet 
day:  and  he  would  ask  the  boa.  geotle* 
man,  or  any  other  member,  to  state  a 
good  reason  for  increasing  the  allowaoca 
to  It.  Gd.  when  provisions  had  fiillen  in 
price;  Either  the  men  were  kept  in  • 
stale  of  starvation  formerly,  or  they  now 
received  more  than  tbcy  ought  to  have. 
This  matter  required  an  explanation  on 
the  part  of  government.  From  every 
thing  that  had  passed,  it  appeami,  that 
Mr.  Williams,  having  a  salury  of  200^.  per 
annum,  made  a  perquisite  of  1,000/.  a 
year  upon  his  contract.  The  men  in 
ordinary  did  not  get  the  lemon-juice :  the 
supply  was  merely  bread,  meut,  and 
beer ;  and  there  was  no  difference  what- 
ever in  the  quantity  of  supply  laat  year 
from  what  it  was  at  ibis  moment. 

Mr.  Jonu  disclaimed  any  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  Mr.  Williams :  but,  na  he 
believed  him  to  be  a  meritorious  indivi- 
dual, he  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  defend 
bis  character  from  the  attack  that  had 
been  made  on  it. 

Mr,  Baniig  said,  be  never  meant  to  in- 
sinuate that  the  fault  lay  with  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, but  with  that  board  which  suffered 
such  a  proceeding. 

The  motion  waa  then  agreed  (o. 
Mr.  Baring  next  rose  to  move  for  "  a 
statement  of  the  expense  of  building  and 
Siting  for  sea  the  frigates  Cydnus  and 
Eurotas;  also  a  statement  of  the  time 
when  such  frigates  were  fit  for  service, 
and  of  tlie  condition  in  which  they  Bt  pre- 
sent are."  The  hon.  gentleman  observed, 
that  when  the  country  was  paying  im- 
mense sums  for  the  building  of  ships,  it 
was  right  that  the  House  should  know  dis- 
tinctly what  became  of  them.  The  Cyd- 
nus and  EuroiBs,  which  had  cost  a  great 
imof  money,  were  built  in  the  year  ISlSj 
id,  he  believed,  they  were  now  eitfaei 
breaking  up  for  fire-wond,  or  condemned 
for  that  purpose.  If  thij>  system  were 
pursued,  what  advantage  could  ihe  coun- 
tty  d0tt?«  from  ao  inneiise  expenditiiiB 
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for  the  construction  of  Tcsselt  that  were 
not  fit  for  ose  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 

Sears  ?  When  he  mentioned  this  subject 
efore,  he  was  told,  with  great  triumph, 
that  the  Cydnus  and  Eurotas  were  built  in 
merchants  yards.  He  did  not  care  where 
they  were  built,  nor  by  whom.  He 
brought  the  circumstance  forward  as  a 
proof  that  gross  neglect  was  imputable  to 
those  who  tlius  lavished  the  public  money 
on  articles  that  were  worthless.  If  those 
ships  were,  after  three  years  service,  only 
fit  for  fire-wood,  those  at  the  head  of  the 
naval  department  were  guilty  of  inex- 
cusable neglect  There  might  be  other 
ships  in  the  same  situation,  but  he  would 
confine  his  motion  to  the  Cydnus  and 
Eurotas. 

Sir  George  Warrender  had  no  objection 
to  the  production  of  the  statement  moved 
for.  With  respect  to  the  system  of  build- 
ing in  the  merchants*  yards,  which  he  had 
touched  on  last  night,  and  into  which,  on 
a  future  occasion,  he  would  go  more  at 
large,  he  had  to  inform  the  hon.  gentle- 
man that  it  was  abandoned  altogether. 
That  erroneous  system,  which  had  cost 
millions,  that,  but  for  its  adoption,  would 
have  been  saved  to  the  country,  was,  by 
the  new  arrangements^  abandoned,  not  for 
a  time,  but  for  ever. 

Mr.  Brougham  could  not  avoid  express- 
ing the  great  pleasure  he  felt  at  the  com- 
pliment which  had  just  been  paid  to  the 
transoendant  merits  of  his  noble  friend, 
earl  St.  Vincent.  He  well  remembered, 
some  years  ago,  an  attack  was  made,  in 
that  House,  by  a  gentleman  deceased,  on 
the  conduct  of  his  noble  friend.  It  was 
repelled  by  the  gallant  admiral  near  him 
(admiral  Markham)  and  several  other 
naval  characters.  That  attack  was  pointed 
in  such  a  manner  against  earl  St.  Vincent, 
that  it  might  have  produced  a  vote  of  cen- 
sure from  that  House — nay,  it  might  have 
led,  as  perhaps  was  intended,  to  his  im- 
peachment. That  accusation  was  made 
almost  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  noble 
earl  had  not  built  ships  in  the  merchants* 
j'ards.  But  they  had  happily  lived  to  see 
the  day,  when  the  policy  of  the  noble  earl 
was  adopted  m  its  full  extent — when  every 
man,  conversant  with  the  subject,  depre- 
cated the  building  of  ships  of  war  in- mer- 
chants' yards.  He  thought  the  services 
of  that  noble  earl  at  sea  (and  it  was  im- 
possible to  describe  his  merits  more 
strongly)  were  not  greater  than  those  he 
had  performed  for  his  -country,  by  his 
civil  administration  of  the  navy;  and. 


above  all,  by  that  riffid  svitem  of  economj 
which  he  had  introauced^-which,  if  it  hail 
been  followed  up  by  those  who  succeeded 
him,  would  have  saved  the  country  an  ex- 
penditure of  many  millions. 

Mr.  Croker  saia,  he  had  always  admit- 
ted, that  the  principles  introduced  by  the 
noble  earl  had  great  merit.  This  was 
never  denied — on  the  contrary,  they  had 
been  long  acted  on.  Above  five  years 
had  elapsed  since  a  ship  of  the  line  had 
been  built  in  a  merchants*  yard ;  still,  it 
might  be  convenient,  to  have  a  few  sloops 
or  a  few  frigates,  constructed  in  private 
yards,  in  cases  of  emergency.  It  would 
be  better  to  do  that  than  to  send  ships  of 
the  line  to  be  built  there,  while  they  threw 
away  their  own  ships  and  docks  for  the 
construction  of  small  vessels.  For  sixteen 
years  past,  the  admiralty  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  work  the  necessary  reforms  in 
the  departments  with  which  it  was  con- 
nected. He  would  be  ready,  when  the 
proper  time  came,  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances which  had  retarded  the  ac- 
complishment of  so  desirable  an  object. 

Mr.  ForbeSy  as  we  understood,  expressed 
a  hope,  that  the  building  of  ships  of  war 
in  India  would  not  be  abandoned.  He 
wished  to  know  how  the  Malacca  frigate, 
which  was  entirely  built  of  Indian  wood, 
had  answered  ? 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  the  yard  at  Bom- 
bay was  still  kept  open,  and  a  certain  pro<» 
portion  of  vessels  would  be  built  there. 
But  the  hon.  member  would  see,  that  it 
was  a  system  which  ought  not  to  be 
pushed  too  far.  In  the  estimates  of  the 
present  year  would  be  found  a  charge  for 
building  a  ship  of  the  line  at  Bombar. 
With  respect  to  the  Malacca  he  could 
not,  on  the  moment,  give  any  information. 

Admiral  Markham  said,  there  were 
papers  in  the  admiralty  which  would  give 
every  information  relative  to  that  veoel. 
The  officer  who  sent  home  the  wood  of 
which  the  Malacca  was  composed,  pointed 
out,  specifically,  the  particular  purpose 
for  which  each  species  of  timber  was 
proper. 

Mr.  Baring  again  observed,  that  he 
could  not  tell  where  the  Cydnus  and  Eu- 
rotas were  built.  Let  them  have  been 
built  wheresoever  they  might,  it  was  clear 
to  him,  that,  if  they  were  rotten  in  the 
course  of  three  years,  gross  neglect  was 
imputable  to  the  admiralty,  who  had  thus 
shamefully  wasted  the  public  money. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  those  connected  with 
the  admiralty  would  showi  at  the  proper 
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timev  that  thej  were  not  guilty  of  oegli- 
gence  or  of  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  the 
|>ublic  money.  One  of  the  thips  in  ques- 
tion had  done  her  work  very  well.  On 
her  6rtft  cruise  she  had  captured  a  French 
friffate*  which  was  now  in  our  service. 

Mr.  Baring,  The  taking  a  prize  on  her 
first  cniiscy  is  no  answer  to  that  of  which 
I  eooiphun. 

The  motiqn  was  then  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday ^  March  27. 

Bill  for  Naturalizing  the  Prince 
or  CoBOURG.]  Tlie  earl  of  Liverpool, 
pursuant  to  hb  notice  of  yesterday,  moved 
the  consideration  and  suspension  of  the 
relevant  standing  orders  in  this  particular 
case*  which  being  forthwith  ordered  by 
their  lordships,  he  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill  for  the  Naturalization  of  his 
serene  highness  Prince  Leopold  of  Co- 
bourg.  This  accordingly  took  place,  and 
the  commitment  of  the  bill  was  nccatived 
by  their  lordships. — The  noble  earl  then, 
afler  a  short  pause,  muved  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  which  was  accordingly  read 
a  third  time  and  passed,  and  a  message 
ordered,  to  acquaint  the  Commons  there- 
with.-^Thc  lord  chancellor  observed,  that 
it  was  usual,  in  cases  of  bills  of  this  kind, 
as  relating  to  the  royal  family,  that  the 
bill  should  be  sent  down  to  the  Commons 
by  two  of  his  majesty's  judges ;  but  as 
those  learned  personnffes  were  now  en- 
gaged on  the  circuit,  that  proceeding  ne- 
cessarily could  not  take  place.  He  should 
propose  that  the  bill  he  sent  to  tiie  Com- 
mons by  their  lordships*  ordinary  mes- 
sengers. Tliis  meeting  the  sense  of  the 
House,  it  was  accordingly  taken  down  by 
the  attendant  masters  in  chancery. — In 
the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes,  during  which 
some  routine  and  private  business  was  dis- 
posed of,  Mr.  Bathurst,  attended  by  seve- 
ral members,  returned  the  bill  from  the 
Commons,  with  the  complete  acquiescence  ; 
of  that  House  to  the  bill  in  all  its  stages. 
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IVedne&dai^  March  i7.  j 

Butter  Trade  op  Ireland.]  Sir  • 
Frederic  Flood  presented  a  petition  from  i 
the  county  of  \Vexford,  ref^pecting  the 
distresised  stale  of  the  Butter  Trade.  The 
lion,  baronet  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
House  would  duly  consider  this  petition, 
proceedings  as  it  did^  from  a  most  loyal, 
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respectable  body,  and  from  a  peculiarly 
peaceable  district.  He  trusted  that  the 
cries  of  distressed  Ireland  would  influence 
both  parliament  and  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters. Some  sign  of  this  influence  he  was 
happy  to  hail  in  the  notice  which  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  given  of  a  motion 
with  regard  to  the  importation  of  foreign 
butter.  Thus  some  relief  would  be  af« 
forded  to  Ireland,  which  could  produce 
butter  enough  to  supply  its  own  consump- 
tion, and  the  English  market  alao.  But 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  proposition 
would  be  ineffectual,  if  it  did  not  go  the 
lengtli  of  afibrding  the  butter  trade  the 
same  protection  which  was  at  present  en- 
joyed b^  the  com  growers,  namely,  by 
prohibitmg  the  import  of  any  foreign  but- 
ter, unless  when  butter  rose  to  a  certain 
price. 

Mr.  Robinson  assured  the  hon.  baronet 
that  he  felt  a  due  solicitude  for  the  inte- 
rest of  Ireland,  and  that  it  was  principally 
by  a  consideration  for  that  country  he 
was  disposed  to  give  the  notice  alluded  to. 
But  he  hoped  that  he  sliould  not  be  deem- 
ed disrespectful  to  the  hon.  baronet'a  con- 
stituents, if  he  declined  on  the  present  oc- 
casion to  state  the  precise  bearing  of  the 
measure  which  he  proposed  to  bring  for- 
ward. He  should,  nowever,  fully  explain 
his  proposition  on  Friday,  to  which  day 
he  meant,  for  the  convenience  of  some 
gentlemen,  to  postpone  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  for  this  cvep.'..i^. 

Mr.  Methucn  expressed  a  hope,  that  thf 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  not,  in  hi« 
consideration  of  the  butter  trade,  lose 
sight  of  the  subject  of  cheese. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Bill  for  N'ATrRALiziN'o  the  Princt. 
OF  CoBOUKG.]  A  message  from  the  Lt)rcl!» 
brought  down  a  bill  intituled,  •*  An  Act 
for  exhibiting  a  bill  in  this  present  p.iriia- 
mcnt  for  naturalizing  his  serene  hi;;hnc?=$ 
Leopold  George  IVcderic,  duke  of  S:i\c. 
Margrave  of  Meissen,  Landp^r.ive  of  Th\i- 
ringuen,  Prince  of  Cobourj  of  Saalfcld." 
The  bill  was  immediately  passed  lhrou|:li 
all  its  stnges,  and  ordered  to  be  rctunicd 
to  the  Lords. 

COVMITTEK  OS  PreCKDF.NTS  OT  N*- 
\'.\L  AND    MILITARY  OfI  ICLKS  ACCVV\- 

tNO  Offices  of  PjioFiT.]  Mr.  Jl'^w.  . 
said,  that  the  motion  he  was  about  to  iitake 
turned  on  the  construction  of  an  net  of 
parli;;ment|  which  had  been  in  some  cases 
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construed  contrary  to  its  obvious  inten- 
tion. The  act  was  passed  on  the  6th  of 
^nney  and  enacted,  that  if  any  member 
accepted  of  an  office  of  emolument  in  the 
army  or  navy  departments,  he  should  va- 
cate his  seat.  Tne  House  he  considered 
to  have  no  discretion  to  exercise  on  such  a 
subject,  if  the  case  he  was  about  to  men- 
tion came  within  the  limits  of  the  statute. 
He  would  maintain  that  the  office  of  trea- 
surer of  Greenwich  hospital,  came  within 
the  statute,  notwithstanaing  any  precedent 
that  might  be  pleaded.  Whenever  an 
officer,  naval  or  military,  received  an  ap- 
pointment which  was  not  strictly  a  profes- 
sional commission,  a  new  writ  was  issued. 
So  it  was  in  the  cases  of  admiral  Aylmer 
and  another,  on  bein^  appointed  masters 
of  Greenwich  hospital,  when  the  new 
writs  were  issued.  It  stood  so  until  1 732, 
when  a  question  arose  on  the  appointment 
of  general  Wade  to  the  governorship  of 
forts  in  Scotland.  A  construction  was 
then  put  on  the  act,  that  military  men, 
being  mode  governors  of  forts  and  garri- 
sons, were  excepted.  In  the  present  case, 
he  was  desirous  of  saying,  that  he  meant 
no  disrespect  to  the  gallant  officer  sir  Tho- 
mas Thompson,  who  had  been  appointed 
treasurer  of  Greenwich  hospital.  No  offi- 
cer could  be  more  proper  than  one  who 
had  so  distinguished  himself,  and  fought 
and  bled  in  nis  country's  service.  He 
avowed  the  highest  respect  for  him.  The 
governor  uf  Greenwich  hospital,  it  was 
true,  was  excepted ;  but  the  office  of  trea- 
surer stood  on  different  grounds.  By  the 
charter  the  governorship  was  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Crown,  and  the  admiralty 
could  appoint  all  but  the  governor,  trea- 
surer, &c.  But  in  1809,  the  Crown  made 
some  new  regulations,  excepting  the  sur- 
veyor and  comptroller.  The  office  of  trea- 
surer might  now  be  held  without  the 
holder  having  a  knowledge  of  naval  affiiirs. 
In  the  case  of  captain  Baker,  in  1736, 
a  new  writ  was  moved  for  the  borough  of 
Hy  the,  on  his  accepting  the  office  of  trea- 
surer of  Greenwich  honpital.  This  prece- 
dent he  thought  so  decisive,  that  he  Could 
not  see  how  it  could  be  contested.  He 
had  understood  that  some  reliance  was 
placed  on  the  case  of  sir  Charles  Saun- 
ders, who,  however,  appeared  to  have  been 
appointed  on  the  lltn  of  April  1754  to 
this  office,  but  parliament  had  been  dis- 
solved on  the  8ih  of  April ;  therefore  the 
question  could  not  arise  upon  the  vacation 
of  his  seat.  The  issuing  of  the  warrant 
for  the  appointment  appeared  a  sufficient 
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authorii?  for  the  new  writ,  as  soon  n  it 
was  published.     No  argument  could  be 
deduced  from  the  instance  of  sir  Charles 
Saunders.    Indeed  there  were  frequently 
transactions  which  escaped  public  notice 
in  the  House,  and  from  that  silence  no  in- 
ference could  be  drawn.    He  could  even 
cite  instances  of  seven  months'  dehy  after 
tlie  death  of  a  member  befok-e  a  new  writ 
was  issued.    There  must  be  time  for  veri- 
fying a  member's  decease.    Ths  House,  in 
the  present  case,  had  a  duty  of  some  im- 
portance to  execute.    If  the  principle  he 
applied  to  the  treasurership  of  Greenwich 
hospital  was  contested,  he  would  ask  why 
the  treasurer  and  the  comptroller  of  the  navy 
were  bound  to  vacate  their  seats  on  being 
appointed  ?     Why  did  sir  Charles  Wager 
vacate  his  seat,  though  a  nnvul  officer,  on 
being  made  comptroller  of  the  navy  ?  Why 
did  a  naval  officer,  on  going  to  the  board 
of  admiralty  itself,  which  directed  naval 
operations,  vacate  his  seat  ?     There  were 
stronger  reasons  why  a  naval  officer,  on. 
being  appointed  a  commiseioner  of  admi- 
ralty, should  not  vacate  his  seat,  than 
there  were  for  the  treasurer  of  Greenwich 
hospital.     It  was  decided  in  1712  and  1717 
that  the  master  and  lieutenant-general  of 
the  ordnance  did  not  vacate  their  seats, 
but  thatthe  surveyor- general  did.  Now  the 
surveyor-general  of  the  ordnance  was  cer- 
tainly a  person  more  of  a  military  officer 
than  the  treasurer  of  Greenwich  hospital 
was  of  a  naval  officer.    He  certainly  con- 
sidered the  decision  of  the  House  of  Com« 
mens  in  the  case  of  captain  Baker  as  com- 
pletely decisive,  and  beyond  the  power  of 
any  argument  which  he  could  anticipate, 
to  overthrow.    He  should  therefore  move, 
"  That  the  speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  te 
the  clerk  of  the  Crown,  to  make  out  a  new 
writ  for  a  citizen  to  serve  in  this  present 
parliament  for  the  city  of  Rochester,  ia 
the  room  of  sir  Thomas  Boulden  Thomp- 
son, hart,  he  having,  siqce  his  election^ 
accepted  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Green- 
wich hospital. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  his  hon.  friend  ac- 
ted right  in  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  subject.  As  doubts  were 
entertained,  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  sending  the  question  to  a  committee : 
but  he  thought  his  hon.  friend  had  not 
quite  fairly  taken  his  view  of  the  power  of 
parliament  to  construe  an  act  affecting  its 
own  members.  He  bad  endeavoured  to 
sliow  that  the  House  had  put  a  construc- 
tion on  the  act  not  strictly  according  to 
its    wording,    and    that    thereby  there 
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liad  been  a  departure  from  the  meaning  of 
Che  statute  of  the  6th  of  queen  Anne.  A 
difference  bad  occurred  as  to  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  act,  and  a  proper  relaxation 
had  been  made  in  favour  of  professional 
•officers  receiving  certain  appointments, 
which  might  indeed  be  regarded  as  steps 
in  tlieir  promotion.  The  question  was, 
whether  the  treasurership  of  Greenwich 
hospital,  which  had  no  naval  command, 
might  not  be  accepted  by  a  naval  officer 
without  his  vacating  his  seat.  As  sir 
Charles  Saunders's  case  appeared  to  have 
attracted  no  particular  attention  at  the 
time,  he  should  leave  it  out  of  considera- 
tion. There  was  no  particular  parliamen- 
tary distinction  between  the  offices  of  mas- 
ter and  of  treasurer.  The  duties  of  both 
offices  were  nearly  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion; butMhc  later  regulations  rendered 
it  necessary  that  they  should  be  profes- 
sional naval  officers.  From  those  limita- 
tions the  Crown  had  no  right  to  depart ; 
consequently,  the  appointment  of  an  un- 
professional person  could  not  be  considered 
valid.  If  the  strict  meaning  of  tlie  act 
]iad  been  departed  from,  it  might  be  con- 
tended that  a  naval  officer  might  sit  with- 
out vacating.  It  appeared  clear  that  trea- 
surers of  the  hospital  had  sat  in  the  House. 
There  was  no  question  that  sir  T.  B. 
Thompson  was  perfectly  capable  of  being 
re-elected ;  therefore  no  great  point  was 
obtained  by  pressing  this  proposition.  For 
the  last  sixty  years,  the  precedents  were 
uniform  as  to  the  master,  who  was  not 
more  of  a  civil  officer  than  the  treasurer. 
He  sliould  be  glad  to  see  tlie  matter  re- 
ferred to  a  committee. 

Sir  Juhn  Newjx^t  contended,  that  if  the 
system  was  once  adopted,  of  allowing  per- 
sons to  retain  their  seats  in. parliament  who 
had  accepted  offices  from  the  Crown,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  say  where  the 
practice  would  stop.  He  could  sec  no 
analogy  between  the  office  of  treasurer 
and  governor ;  but  even  if  there  were,  it 
was  enough  that  the  House  had  recorded 
its  opinion  with  respect  to  the  former. 
He  trusted  most  sincerely,  that  parliament 
would  not  sanction  any  further  relaxation 
of  the  statute  of  queen  Anne. 

Mr.  Bathurst  maintained,  that  the 
offices  of  treasurer  and  master  were  pre- 
cisely similar,  and  that  as  the  latter  was 
allowed  to  sit,  it  could  be  no  violation  of 
the  act  to  permit  the  former  to  do  the 
same.  The  House  should  bear  in  mind 
what  were  the  dates  of  the  different  deci- 
sions of  parliament.    In  1720  it  was  dctcr- 
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mined  that  the  master  of  Greenwich-hos- 
pital should  not  sit  in  parliament  without 
vacating  his  seat ;  in  1736  the  tame  deter- 
mination was  made  with  respect  to  the 
treasurer;  but  in  1746  it  was  determined  . 
that  the  master  might  retain  his  seat,  and  I 
as,  since  that  period,  no  question  had  ever 
been  raised  with  respect  to  the  treasurer, 
it  was  fair  to  construe  the  decision  of  par- 
liament in  his  favour  likewise.  The  ana- 
logy was  certainly  as  strong  on  one  side  as 
the  other,  | 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  observed,  that  what  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  called  the  decision 
of  parliament  in  the  case  of  the  treasurer, 
was  nothing  more  than  the  practice  ot' 
parliament ;  which  was  a  very  different 
thing.  If  no  question  had  ever  been  raised 
with  respect  to  the  treasurer  sitting  in  that 
Flouse,  ne  should  like  to  know  how  any 
decision  could  ever  have  been  had.  The 
only  decision,  in  fact,  that  was  upon  record 
in  the  case  of  the  treasurer  of  Greenwich- 
hospital  was  one,  which  declared  he  could 
not  retain  his  seat  in  that  House,  withonta 
new  election.  Upon  the  whole,  he  thought 
it  would  be  much  better  and  more  con- 
sistent with  the  dignity  of  that  House,  to 
refer  the  question  to  a  committee,  for  he 
deprecated  any  thing  like  precipitation  in 
a  question  of  this  kind.  Parliament  ought 
to  pronounce  its  opinion  only  after  mature 
deliberation. 

Mr.  Bailnirst  observed,  that  when  he 
spoke  of  a  decision,  he  intended  to  imply 
a  practice  of  the  House  ;  when  the  ri<^irt 
hon.  gentleman  mentioned  a  decision,  he 
must  speak  of  a  case  agitated  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Ponsonbi/  replied,  that  when  a 
question  had  been  proposed  to  the  House, 
it  depended  on  the  decision ;  but  it  was 
obvious  that  no  decision  could  be  made 
till  the  particular  case  came  before  them. 

Mr.  IVynn  said,  he  ccrtoinly  should  not 
press  the  motion  in  its  present  form,  as  it 
appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  tlie  House 
that  it  would  be  better  to  refer  the  matter 
to  a  select  committee.  The  hon.  member 
then  withdrew  the  original  motion,  and 
substituted  the  following :  '<  That  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  pre- 
cedents of  cases  of  naval  and  military  offi- 
cers accepting  offices  of  profit  from  the 
Crown,  and  continuing  to  sit  as  members 
of  this  House.** 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed. 

Navy  Estimatcs.]    On  the  motion 
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of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  supply. 

Lord  Folkestone  begged  leave  to  state  a 
fact  or  two  to  the  House  before  ^oing  into 
the  committee.    He  considered  ,it  of  some 
importance  to  put  the  House  in  possession 
of  these  facts,  that  the  committee  might 
be  better  prepared  for  the  discussion.    He 
could   not    help    alluding  to  a  triumph 
which  an  hon.  gentleman  on  the  opposite 
side  exulted  in  haviRg  acquired  over  an 
hon.  friend  of  his,    respecting   the  two 
frigates  said  to  be  now  breaking  up  for 
firewood.    His  hon.  friend  had  stated  that 
these    frigates  were  built  in  the  king's 
yards,  and  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
maintained  tliey  were  built  in  a  merchants' 
yard.    This  mistake  of  his  hon.  friend  had 
been  exulted  in,  as  affording  a  great  deal 
of  triumph  to  them,  anxious  as  they  natu- 
rally were  at  the  present  moment  of  grasp- 
ing at  every  unlucky  slip.    But  while  these 
gentlemen  were  so  disposed  to  glory,  he 
would  tell  thetn   it  was  a  matter  of  no 
moment  where  these   vessels    had  been 
built,  but  it  was  a  proof  of  the  grossest 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  admiralty, 
who  did  not  see  that  they  were  properly 
built.     Really  it  was  a  very  fine  argument 
to  tell  the  House  and  the  country,  that 
because  so  much  public  money  had  been 
foolishly  laid  out,  no  blame  attached   to 
the  admiralty,  seeing  these  ships  were  not 
built  in.  the  king's  yards.     It  was  truly  a 
very  fine  apology  for  their  extravagance. 
He  would  further  tell  the  House,  that  from 
the  documents  now  on  the  table,  he  found 
the  vessels  had  been  built  in  merchants 
yards,  but  with  timber  furnijihed  expressly 
for  that  purpose  by  government.  He  wished 
to  know,  whether  government  knew  that 
the  dry  rot  was  at  that  time  in  that  very 
wood  which  they  thus  made  use  of?     He 
also  wished  to  know,  whether  they  were 
not  at  this  moment  building  some  from  the 
same  lot  of  wood  ?    [No,  from  the  minis- 
terial benches].    He  was  glad  to  hear 
this  was  not  the  case.    Govemuent  be- 
trayed in  a  striking  light  the  weakness  of 
their  cause,  by  urging  as  an  apology  for 
the  loss  of  public  money,  that  the  vessels 
were    boOt   in   merchants    yards.      He 
trusted  they  would  hereafter  remember, 
that  the  feelings  of  the  country  were  not  to 
be  inaukedy  or  its  money  expended  in  so 
improper  a  manner. 

Mr.  Robinson  said,  he  only  undertook 
to  show,  in  answer  to  the  hon.  gentleman^ 
that  the  ships  were  not  built  in  the  king's 


Jrards.  It  was  an  incidental  point  which 
lad  arisen  in  the  debate,  and  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  have  found  it  explained 
if  he  had  looked  in  the  estimates.  As  to 
any  triumph  arising  from  the  hon.  gentle- 
man having  been  set  right,  he  believed 
nobody  but  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  considered  it  so.  Respecting  the  tim- 
ber, he  could  say  nothing  about  it,  as  he 
was  not  in  the  admiralty  at  the  time. 

Lord  Folkestone  replied,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  must  nevertheless  have 
seen  by  the  estimates,  that  the  timber  was 
furnished  from  the  king's  yardtf. 

Mr.  Baring  was  entirely  of  the  same 
opinion,  with  the  noble  lord.  It  was  ex- 
tremely improper  to  see  the  public  money 
so  thoughtlessly  lavished.  What  was  the 
surveyor  of  the  navy  ?  For  what  purpose 
was  he  appointed,  if  he  did  not  look  in  a 
careful  manner  to  the  way  in  which  vessels 
were  built.  1 1  was  a  very  fine  proof  of  the 
attention  of  the  admiralty  to  the  interests 
of  (the  country,  and  would  no  doubt  give  a 
high  opinion  of  them  to  the  public^  wlien 
it  was  known  that  they  built  vessels  one 
year  which  were  rotten  tlie  next.  No 
merchant  in  the  kingdom  would  ever 
think  of  building  his  vessels  in  such  a  mi- 
serably defective  state,  and  it  was  deroga- 
tory to  the  honour  of  government  to  say 
that  they  were  less  attentive  to  what  they 
built  for  the  national  safety. 

Mr.  Croker^  in  explanation,  begged  leave 
to  state,  that  when  the  Baltic  trade  was 
shut  up,  and  a  general  embargo  pervaded 
the  continent,  government  not  knowing 
how  soon  the  Russian  ports  might  be 
opened,  had  purchased  a  quantity  of  fir 
timber  from  America,  and  as  tlie  enemy 
had  been  very  much  employed  in  building 
vessels  in  the  Scheldt,  ministers  thought  it 
their  duty  to  build  as  many  temporaiy 
frigates  as  they  possibly  could,  out  of  this 
American  fir,  because  they  knew  it  would 
not  keep  very  long  in  the  yards*  It  was 
well  known  that  fir  vessels,  although  ap- 
parently in  good  condition,  went  often  to 
wreck  in  a  singular  manner.  He  never- 
theless could  assure  the  House  that  several 
of  the  vessels  built  of  that  wood  were  yet 
in  good  repair.  From  the  papers  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  in  n  lew  days,  re- 
specting these  two  fricates,  tlie  truth  ef 
what  he  had  now  stated  would  be  seen* 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into 
the  committee,  and  the  navy  estimates 
being  referred  to  the  said  committee, 

Sir  Georee  fVarrcnder  observed,  that 
as  the  gentlemen  opposite  had  declared, 
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that  xm  the  subject  oF  the  charges  for  the 
ci?tl  department  of  the  na?y,  they  were 
not  inchned  to  oppouc  any  thing  which 
they  might  deem  necessary  for  the  public 
■enrioey  they  ought  not  to  assume  that  the 
amount  of  tliese  charges  must  necessarily 
fall  short  in  the  first  year  of  peace  from 
what  they  were  in  the  last  year  of  war. 
He  trusted  that  every  charge  in  these  esti- 
mates, and  every  item,  could  be  explained 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House.  He  had 
stated  on  a  former  evening,  that  great 
reductions  were  in  contemplation  in  the 
foreign  yards,  as  a  necessary  consequence 
of  peace.  He  did  not  apprehend  that  a 
reduction  could  be  made  immediately  in 
the  victualling  department,  for  in  some 
instances  an  increase  would  be  necessary, 
to  bring  up  and  settle  the  arrears  of  the 
war.  Respecting  the  allowance  for  the 
widow's  charity,  the  sum  of  46,000/.  was 

Eroposed  to  be  voted,  as  a  great  reduction 
ad  been  made  in  the  fund  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  seamen  from 
140,000  to  33,000,  which  deprived  it  of 
the  produce  received  from  their  wages,  as 
well  OS  from  that  of  the  number  of  ficti- 
tious men,  which  were  taken  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  out  of  every  hundred.  The 
expenditure  of  the  fund  was  86,000/.  and 
it  was  necessary  to  apply  to  parliament  for 
40,000/.  to  make  up  the  deficiency  thus 
occasioned.  1'hc  hon.  baronet  then  justi- 
fied the  sums  for  the  building  and  repnir- 
iiig  of  ships,  and  observed  that  the  system 
of  building  and  repairing  in  the  king's 
yards,  necessarily  brought  along  with  it  a 
great  increase  of  the  public  works.  He 
stated  several  reductions  that  had  already 
been  made  in  different  yards,  amon>:8t 
which  was  a  saving  at  Chatham  of  30,000/.; 
and  concluded  with  moving  the  first  reso- 
lution, viz.  "  That  1,513,140/.  lOs.  i)d. 
be  granted  to  defray  the  salaries  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  admiralty,  navy, 
navy  pay  and  victualling  offices;  the 
officers  of  the  out-ports  and  foreign  yards; 
the  wages,  and  victuals  to  officers,  and 
shipkcepers  of  vessels  in  ordinary;  the  ex- 
pense of  harbour  mooring  and  rigging ; 
the  repairs  of  buildings,  and  bounty  to 
chaplains." 

Mr.  Baring  objected  very  much  to  the 
plan  of  taking  these  estimates  in  one 
whole,  as  it  prevented  a  fair  discussioo  on 
each.  As  eighteen  articles  were  thus 
summed  up  by  the  hon.  baronet  in  one  re- 
liolution,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of 
dividing  the  resolution,  and  taking  each 
aeparately. 
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Captab  Pellexo  objected  to  the  plan 
adopted  by  the  hon.  baronet,  as  rather 
tending  to  obscure  than    elucidate  the 
views  of  government.     He  wished  to  know 
why  further  reductions  than  those   pro- 
posed by  ministers,  might  not  be  effected? 
For  example,  in  the  department  of  widows' 
pensions,  why  should  the  duties  of  sur- 
veyor and  paymaster  not  be  discharged  by 
one  man,  and  why  should  the  six  commis* 
sioners,  each  having   1,000/.  per  annum, 
not  be  reduced  to  four  ?    In  the  proposed 
change  of  the  place  for  building  Tcsseli 
he  agreed,  but  thought  it  unreasonable  ia 
ministers  to  make   that   an    apology  for 
extravagant  expenditure.     He  thoughts 
very  great  reduction  might  also  be  made 
in   the  foreign  building  yards.     He  was 
glad  to  hear  one  of  the  yards  at  Gibraltar 
or  Malta  (he    could  not  say  which)  had 
been  given  up,  and  he  also  thought  one 
yard  was  sufficient  for  all  India.     From 
having  resided  there  five  yean,  he  was 
prepared  to  say  so  with  confidence.     He 
was  happy  to  hear  ministers  express  their 
determination  to  be  economical.  He  gave 
them  credit  for  their  good  intentiona^  and 
would  like  very  well   to  see  them  once 
realized.      At  the  same  time,  he  would 
appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the  House, 
whether  that  deserved  the  name  o£  eco- 
nomy, which  gave  an  undue  preference 
to  one  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  over 
another.     He  would   illustrate  this  by  a 
fact,   wliich   he   knew   from    experience. 
When  a  colonel  in  the  anny  died,  how- 
ever rich  his  widow   might  be,  she  still 
received  the   pension   from   government, 
but   if  a    captain    of  a    vessel    lelt    his 
widow  an  income  of  double  the  pension 
allowed  by  government,  she  did  not  re- 
ceive the  pension.     This  was  a  case  which 
some  might  call  economy,  but  he  would 
call  it   injustice.     It  was,  besides,  worthy 
of  remark,  that  officers  in  the  army  paid 
not  one  farthing  to  aid  this  fund  for  their 
widows,  whereas  sea  ca[)tains  and  officers 
did  pay,  and  it  was  a  very  hard  case  for 
their  widows  not  to  get  back  their  own 
property.     The  lords  of  the  admiralty,  he 
had  no  doubt,  were  able  to  explain  this 
in  a    proper  manner,   and    he  felt  it  his 
duty,  in  justice  to  his  own  feelings,  and 
the  feelings  of  those  gallant  men  who  had 
so  often  bled  and  conquered  for  England, 
that  it  should  be  explained.     He  was  far 
from  wishing  economy  not  to  be  adopted, 
but  he  considered   that   such   inequality 
should   be   noticed.     He   believed   since 
Monday  last  his  majesty's  ministers  liad 
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formed  lome  further  plans  of  reduction, 
which  he  trotted  to  see  executed,  and  on 
that  account  he  would  not  decidedly 
oppose  the  estimates.  At  the  same  time, 
aware  of  undue  preference  being  given  to 
the  army,  which  he  illustrated  in  a  variety 
of  iosUnces  respecting  the  half  pay  given 
to  each,  he  anxiously  entreated  bis  ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  consider  what  was  due 
to  those  gallant  men  whose  exertions  bad 
never  been  wanting  to  their  country,  wbo 
had  spent  an  arduods  life  in  its  service, 
and  after  bearing  innumerable  burthens 
and  bequeathing  glorious  laurels  to  it, 
were  allowed  to  return  in  what,  to  say  the 
least,  he  thought  a  rather  neglected  state. 

Mr.  Fonsonby  was  most  anxious  that 
the  committee  should  pursue  the  course 
that  was  adopted  with  the  army  estimates, 
by  voting  each  head  of  service  by  itself: 
otherwise  it  would  be  difBcuh  to  under- 
stand their  necessity.  He  could  foresee 
no  solid  objection  to  this  mode  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  and  nothing 
would  lead  more  to  the  economy  of 
which  they  professed  themselves  desirous, 
than  to  enable  the  House  to  understand 
each  particular  sum  they  were  called  on 
to  vote.  He  therefore  hoped  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  put  the  resolutions  in 
the  way  suggested. 

Sir  G.  JVatrender  wished  the  sum  to 
be  voted  for  the  ordinary  estimates  alto- 
gether, as  they  related  almost  entirely  to 
the  civil  departments.  He  trusted  this 
first  head,  voted  together,  would  answer 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  purpose. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  replied,  that  there  were 
eighteen  divisions  under  the  bead  of  part 
the  first,  and  he  should  propose  that  each 
of  these  be  voted  separately.  Then,  if 
gentlemen  thought,  that  where  30,00()^ 
was  proposed,  25,000/.  was  sufficient,  they 
could  express  their'  opinions,  and  leave 
the  necessity  of  the  larger  sum  to  be  ex- 
plained. 

Lord  Castlereagh  thought  there  was  a 
little  distinction  between  the  proposition 
before  the  House,  and  the  rest  tliat  were 
to  follow.  He  felt  that  there  might  be 
considerable  inconvenience  in  departing 
from  the  ordinary  mode  as  far  as  had  been 
done  in  the  case  of  the  army.  If  the 
House  had  pursued  that  course  with  re- 
spect to  the  army,  he  did  not  feel  that  it 
was  a  precedent  for  the  navy.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  there  could  be  no  better 
course  than  to  take  the  branches  of  aer- 
vice  as  they  were  numbered.  If,  how- 
ever, the  House  thought  otbarwiie,  he 


would  suggest  to  take  the  SlfiOOl.  fint, 
and  proceed  with  the  other  heads  at 
they  stood* 

Mr.  Ponsonby  was  happy  the  noble  lord 
had  conceded  the  point.    He  did  not 


how  any  pledge  could  be  given ;  but  if 
this  mode  should  be  found,  as  he  believed 
it  would,  convenient,  instead  of  inconve- 
nient, the  House  would  certainly  pursue 
it  on  future  occasions. 

On  the  first  resolution  being  put,  viz. 
**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
tliat  a  sum  not  exceeding  59,723/.  16f.7if. 
be  granted  to  bb  majesty  for  defraying 
tlie  salaries  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  admiralty  office  for  the  year  1816." 

Mr.  Tierney  adverted  to  the  charae 
brought  against  him  by  the  faon.  ffentb- 
man  opposite  (Mr.  Croker)  of  Tiaving 
committed  a  great  mistake  on  a  recent 
occasion,  in  asserting  that  on  a  comparison 
for  a  long  period  or  the  expenses  of  the 
civil  departments  of  the  navy  during  the 
last  year  of  a  war  and  the  first  year  of  the 
succeeding  peace,  a  diminution  had  in* 
variably  been  found  in  the  latter.  'Die 
hon.  gentleman  had  declared,  that  if  he 
(Mr.  Tiernepr)  had  used  reasonable  dili- 
gence in  his  inquiries,  he  would  have 
found  that  the  ordinaries  of  the  navy  had 
in  no  case  been  diminished,  but  had  fre- 
quently been  increased  in  the  first  year  of 
a  peace.  True.  But  what  he  maintained 
was,  that  in  the  particular  offices  which 
he  had  specified,  there  had  invariablj 
been  a  diminution  of  expense  in  the  first 
year  of  peace,  as  compared  with  the  ex- 
pense of  the  last  year  of  war.  A  refe- 
rence to  the  journals  of  the  House,  which 
he  had  since  made,  proved  this  in  the 
clearest  manner.  A  t  tne  peace  of  Utred) t 
the  whole  ordinaries  of  ttie  navy  had  in- 
creased, but  the  expenses  of  the  offices 
to  which  he  had  alluded  had  diminished. 
It  appeared  that  in  1762,  the  last  year  of 
war,  the  expense  of  the  admiralty  and 
navy  offices  had  been  d6.09S/!i,  the  ex- 
penses of  the  dock-yards  16,8521^  and  the 
expenses  of  the  out-ports  5,970iiL;  and 
that  in  1763,  the  first  year  of  peace,  the 
expense  of  the  admiralty  and  navy  crfices 
had  been  36,093/.,  the  expense  of  the 
dock-yards  16,560/.,  and  the  expense  of 
the  out-ports  4,920/.; — diminutions  cer- 
tainly not  worth  talking  about,  except  te 
show  the  accuracy  of  the  general  atate- 
ment  which  he  had  made.  Let  the  same 
comparison  be  made  between  the  yearn 
1748  and  1749^the  former  the  last 
year  of  a  war,  the  latter  the  fint  year  of 
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a  peace.  In  174S»  the  expence  of  the 
admiralty  and  navy  ofiicet  was  37f91S^; 
in  1749,  34,820/.;  being  a  decrease  of 
above  SfiOOL  And  yet  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  maintained  with  great  gravity^ 
that  he  (Mr.  Tierney)  must  be  tne  most 
ignorant  of  human  beings  if  he  did  not 
Icnow  that  there  had  always  been  an  in- 
crease rather  than  a  decrease ;  tlie  lion, 
gentleman  founding  on  his  notable  dis- 
covery Uiat  there  had  been  an  increase  in 
the  ordinaries,  the  declaration  that  he 
(Mr.  Tierney)  had  committed  a  gross 
mistake  in  asserting  that  there  had  been 
no  increase  in  the  particular  offices  which 
he  had  described. — Having  said  so  much 
to  dear  himself  from  the  imputation  at- 
tempted to  be  cast  upon  him  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  he  would  proceed  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  question  imme- 
diately before  the  committee.  By  an 
order  in  council,  dated  the  30th  of  Ja- 
nutaryy  1816,  and  which,  -by  accident,  he 
had  not  seen  until  that  morniDg,  a  great 
change  had  been  made  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  clerks  of  the  admiralty.  Why 
had  this  been  done  without  the  opinion  of 
parliament  ?  Wliy  had  not  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman waited  for  a  couple  of  months,  to 
know  in  what  way  parliament  would  dis- 
pose of  many  public  questions  bearing 
on  the  subject,  and  particularly  with  the 
property  tax  ?  It  was  an  invidious  task  to 
make  observations  on  a  subject,  in  which 
so  many  laborious  and  respectable  indivi- 
duals were  interested.  A  more  merito- 
rious set  of  persons  than  the  clerks  in  those 
oHiccs,  he  believed,  had  never  existed. 
During  the  short  time  that  he  was  in 
office,  he  had  an  opportunity  at  Somerset- 
house,  of  observing  the  conduct  of  the 
clerks  in  the  department  to  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  belong,  and  he  must  say, 
that  no  men  could  be  more  deserving. 
But  he  must  condemn  in  the  first  place, 
the  system  of  making  alterations  of  the 
kind,  which  had  been  made  without  con- 
sulting parliament  upon  them;  and  in  the 
second  place,  he  must  object  to  the  nature 
of  the  alteration,  that  had  been  made. 
What  liad  been  done?  In  the  year  1814, 
the  number  of  clerks  in  the  admiralty- 
office,  navy-office,  navy  pay -office,  and 
victualling-office,  was  4I9.  At  present 
the  number  was  4*25.  Thus  there  was  a 
diminution  of  2'%  clerks.  But  how  stood 
the  salaries  ?  In  1814,  the  amount  of  the 
salaries  for  the  clerks  belonging  to  those 
offices,  was  90,840/.— at  present  it  was 
101,000/.;  being  an  increase  of  10,000/. 
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Under  the  new  regulations,  therefore,  ii 
appeared,  that  while  the  number  of  derki  | 
had  been  diminished,  the  expense  had  ' 
been  augmented.  If  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  abstained  from  his  plan— if  he  had  kt 
things  alone-— all  parties  would  have  been  i 
better  satisfied:  twenty  four  gentlemen 
would  not  have  been  turned  adrift,  aad 
10,000/.  a  year  would  have  been  saved  to 
the  public.  Nor  was  this  sum  of  10,OOQIL 
the  only  additional  public  expense  which 
the  new  arrangements  had  occaaioned.  •^ 
To  get  rid  of  these  clerks,  the  superaD*  ^ 
nuated  list  had  been  increased.  Since 
the  year  1814,  the  increased  expense  ol 
superannuation  in  the  admiralty  had  been 
3892/.— in  the  navy-office  101:5/.;  making 
tof^ether  near  5000/.  Thus  a  further  out- 
gomg  of  15,000/.  had  been  created,  simply 
because  the  hon.  gentleman  had  thought 
the  present  a  proper  moment  to  new 
mould  and  recast  his  office.  He  would 
not  say  that  the  modifications  were  re> 
prchensible ;  what  he  contended  was,  that 
parliament  ought  first  to  have  been  con* 
suited  on  the  subject.  A  committee 
above  stairs  ought  to  have  been  appointed 
to  investigate  it,  as  had  been  done  in 
former  cases.  Let  a  comparison  be  in- 
stituted  between  the  labour  performed  at 
the  present  moment  in  the  admiralty  and 
the  number  of  clerks  employed  to  perform 
it,  with  the  labour  performed  there  and 
the  number  of  clerks  employed  to  per- 
fo»-m  it  in  1800.  The  year  lbO()  was  one 
of  the  most  active  of  the  war ;  and  yet  at 
that  period  there  were  employed  at  the 
admiralty  only  If]  clerks,  while  now  the 
number  employed  was  t^b — the  number  to 
which  the  establi.shnicnt  had  been  re- 
duced from  35.  It  was  to  hiui  utterly  in- 
comprehensible why,  in  profound  peace, 
^8  persons  should  be  employed  in  an 
office  the  duties  of  which  were  satisfacto- 
rily discharged  by  IG  persons  in  a  time  of 
most  active  warfare.  To  answer  this, 
something  more  would  be  necessary  Chan  > 
a  speech  from  the  hon.  gentleman.  The 
hon.  gentleman  might  perhaps  gee  up  and 
attempt  by  argument  to  ^how  two  and 
two  made  five.  If  so,  he  had  rather  not 
hear  him.  He  had  been  brought  up  in 
the  conviction  that  two  and  two  made 
four;  and  he  confessed  that  he  was  so  I 
much  attached  to  old  prejudices,  tlmt  he 
did  not  wish  that  conviction  to  be  proved 
erroneous  [A  laugh]. — And  now  with 
respect  to  the  individuals  who  had  been 
discharged  from  the  admiralty- office  :  tlicy  ■ 
were  seven  in  number— all  put  ou  the 
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superannuation  lift.    One  of  these  indivi- 
duals was  55  years  of  age,  and  he  readily 
admitted*  that  at  that  period  of  his  life  a 
public  servant  was  entitled  to  a  proper 
provision.    But  the  other  six  were  all  in 
the  prime  of  life.    The  eldest  was  44 — 
ho  hoped  that  was  to  be  considered  the 
prime  of  life,  for  if  not,  he  (Mr.  Tierney) 
was  in  his  dotage  [A  laugh]. —But  there 
was  one  who  had  been  appointed  at  the 
age  of  15 — that  was  eight  years  ago— so 
that  at  23  this  individual  was  superan- 
nuated !  There  was  onother  gentleman- 
he  believed  of  the  name  of  Fisher*-as  dis- 
cerning, as  active^  and  as  intelligent  a 
uian  as  ever  lived.     Did  he  ask  for  super-  | 
annuation  ?    No.    But  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  determined  to  make  new  ar- 
rangements in  the  office,  and  to  that  de- 
termination all  other  considerations  must 
yield.     If  the   House   would  bear  this, 
they  would  bear  any  thing.     It  was  not 
liberality — it  was  wantonness,  it  was  pro- 
fusion, it  was  extravagance.    Let  it  also 
he  recollected,  that  by  the  decision  of  the 
House  on  the  property  tax,    10,000/.  a 
year  had  been  added  to  that  expense,  or, 
which  was  the  same  thing,  the  10,0(X)/. 
that  would  have  been  deducted  from  the 
101,000/.  paid,  would  not  now  he  with- 
held.   By  the  new  order  too  he  believed 
(though  he  might  be  in  error  on   this 
point)  that  as  soon  as  the  clerks  were  put 
on  the  establishment,  their  salaries  were  to 
increase  10/.  a  year  without  limitation. 
All  this  ought  to  have  been  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  parliament.    With  a 
view  that  it  should  be  so  brought,  he 
would  move  that  only  six  months  expen- 
diture should  be  voted,  in  order  that  the 
House  mighty  in  the  mean  while,  appoint 
a  committee  to  sift  these  matters  to  the 
bottom.    The  ridit  hon.  gentleman  con- 
cluded accordingly  by  moving,  instead  of 
the  original  resolution,  **  that  the  sum  of 
29,861/.  18^.  3^c/.  he  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  the  expenses  of  the  offices  in 
question,  up  to  the  24th  of  June  181G." 

Mr.  Crokerf  far  from  feeling  dissatisfac- 
tion at  the  course  taken  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  was  grateful  to  him  for  the 
opportunity  he  had  afforded  him  of  reply- 
ing to  the  statements  he  had  made,  and 
further,  he  was  assured  it  would  be  in  his 
power  to  convince  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
nfian,  that  he  was  as  much  mistaken  on 
this,  as  he  had  been  on  a  former  evening. 
The  right  hon.  eentleman  had  commeDc^ 
his  speech  by  describing  him  (Air.  Cro- 
ker)  to  have  deceived  the  House  by  re- 


presenting the  firat  year  of  peace  to  have 
commonly  given  an  excess  on  the  ordinary 
estimates  of  the  last  year  of  war.— Yet 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself  had 
proved  the  truth  of  that  assertion,  and  ad- 
mitted what  indeed  he  could  not  deny, 
that  the  sums  which  he  (Mr.  Croker)  had 
quoted  from  the  records  of  office  and  of 

?arliament,  were  correctly  quoted.  The 
louse  would  do  him  the  justice  to  recol- 
lect, that  these  he  had  stated  to  be  the 
gross  sums  on  the  estimates,  and  had  in 
no  instance  given  them  a  character  which 
did  not  belong  to  them.  He  had  even 
stated,  that  various  items,  such  as  half-pay 
and  allowances  to  officers  were  includea  in 
them,  which  might  not,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, have  been  known  to  be  so,  and  by 
the  exclusion  of  which  he  might  perhaps 
have  made  his  argument  stronger.  The 
House  would  further  do  him  the  justice 
to  remember  his  statement  was  this,  that 
unless  some  minute  errors  had  crept  into 
the  estimates  referred  to,  which  went  a 
hundred  years  back  it  would  be  found, 
that  even  on  those  heads  to  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  particularly  al- 
luded, there  had  uniformly  appeared  no 
reduction  in  the  first  year  of  peace,  below 
the  ordinary  estimates  of  the  last  year  of 
war. 

Mr.  Ticmet/  interrupted  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  the  purpose  of  observing,  that  he 
had  had  no  means  of  referring  to  the  esti- 
mates he  had  mentioned,  but  by  looking 
!  into  the  journals  of  the  House.  These 
gave  him  the  gross  sums  voted.  The  es- 
timates of  1781,  1782,  and  1783,  he  had 
not  pretended  that  he  had  looked  at  with 
a  view  to  the  present  discussion. 

Mr.  Croker  was  only  sorry  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  memory  had  not  served 
him  so  well  on  this  occasion  as  it  ought  to 
have  done.  He  would  now  go  further, 
and  say,  there  was  on  the  present  occa- 
sion a  diminution  of  expense  on  the  tw6 
heads  to  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  particularly  directed  his  attention, 
and  this  he  was  confident  could  not  be 
found  in  the  estimates  of  the  first  year 
after  any  former  war.  An  equality  in  the 
expense  was  the  worst  case  that  coald  in 
any  instance  be  proved  against  him.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  referred  to 
the  estimates  of  1801  and  1802. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  he  had  not  had  Ihe 
means  of  referring  to  them. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  not,  on  this  occasion,  referred  to 
the  estimates  of  1801  and  1806.    He  had 
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not  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  de- 
tails of  the  naval  service  in  tliat  year  o( 
economy,  which  was  now  bo  highly  {iraiMt), 
though  the  estimates  were  framed  hy  that 
administration  with  which  he  had  htatened 
to  ally  himaelf.  Ou  those  items,  vrhich 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  bo  part' 
larly  brought  furirard,  it  would  be 
the  charge  in  1801  was  150,00(V.  and  tliat 
it  «a*  augmented  ia  the  following  vei 
310,000/.  It  ought  to  be -stated,  that 
three  items  were  included  in  this  charge, 
and  to  guard  agaiDst  misappreheasion  he 
would  state  tliem  in  detail.  There  ap- 
peared on  the  estimate*  for  1801 — 
On  account  of  the  civil  officers  ^118,000 

Ditto,  dock.yards    25.000 

Ditto,  oul-port8 7,000 


^fc-  i' 150,000 

^H|itbfl  estimates  of  1802  the  charges 
■Tvere— 
Od  account  of  the  civil  officers  ^1 1<>,900 

Ditto,  dock-yards    77,000 

Ditto,  out-ports  13,000 


.£209,900 
It  would  bo  seen  from  this  statement,  that 
there  had  been  in  1802  an  increase  abi 
the  ordinary  estimate  of  war,  of  60,000/.; 
whereas  in  the  present  y 
reduction  of  from  i  to  3000/.  on  those 
heads  of  expenditure  as  compared  with 
the  charges  thence  arising  In  the  last  year. 
He  owed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  his 
aincere  thanks  fur  giving  him  an  opportu- 
nity of  affording  the  House  this  explana- 
tion. That  which  he  hud  submitted  to 
them,  it  would  bi;  observed,  was  simply  a 
dry  atatement  of  facts,  and  it  was  for  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  to  prove 
their  inaccuracy  if  lie  could.  Wht'[i  he 
brought  forward  the  increase  of  1802  on 
certain  items,  did  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
suspect  that  he  meant  to  accuse  that  ad- 
ministration of  wanton  extravagance  i 
This  was  by  na  means  his  intention.  He 
waa  not  ignorant  of  the  causes  of  that  ad- 
ditional charge,  which  he  hnd  shown  to 
ha?e  been  created  ;  and  be  knew  that  in 
the  then  situation  of  things,  h  was  nut  an 
improper  charge.  The  increased  expense 
ivai  iiecessary  to  that  system,  on  which 
the  government  of  ibis  country  iben  be- 
g3a  to  act,  and  was  demanded  by  the  cir- 
cunutances  af  the  times.  Without  throw- 
ing censure  on  the  c  iiduct  of  the  minis- 


avei^UiTOff  the  primUJacie  case  which  the 


n^  Estimatfs.  ^^"^BP 

right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  thought  be 
bad  made  out,  and  to  prove  that  tbe 
House  ought  to  go  into  a  committee  Oi 


the  it 


He  now  came  to  &  part  of  tbe  subject, 
on  which  lie  begged  lo  be  indulged  witli 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Hnu»e,  and 
not  only  their  Btteioion,  but  their  kind 
consideration  in  fovour  of  a  body  of  men 
far  removed  from  puliticul  life,  and  as  bt 
hoped  far  beyond  the  reach  of  political 
hostility.  He  hoped  the  case  would  be 
decided  solely  on  its  own  merits.  Befon! 
ho  went  further,  he  thoughr  it  right  to  ab- 
serve  that  the  act  of  parliament  wbidi 
had  passed  in  ISIO  did  not  go  to  prcvrat 
his  majesty  from  altering  the  saliu-tes  of 
any  of  Km  servants  in  the  public  offioes, 
by  an  order  in  council.  It  bnd  oot  such 
an  effect,  nor  did  it  go  to  give  the  Crown 
an  unlimited  power  in  this  respect,  lis 
object  was  but  tu  can6rm  the  rights  pre- 
viously vested  iu  the  sovereign  ;  to  dear 
np  whiit  was  douhiful  under  former  Scti, 
and  to  preserve  those  powers  which  had 
previously  been  constitutionally  held.  It 
had  not  been  framed  so  ss  at  all  to  inter. 
fere  with  the  regulations  maile  by  earl 
Spencer  in  1800,  for  superannuatiof 
public  ofHcers  af^er  cerlaia  periods  c^ 
service.  He  had  brought  iri  the  bill,  and 
before  doing  so  had  had  tbe  hooaur  of 
oSifring  these  explanations  to  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  would  see  he 
had  been  mistaken  as  to  the  object  of  that 
act,  and  perceive  it  had  only  been  brought 
in  to  confiim  those  rights  whicb  ^e 
Crown  had  enjoyed  before.  He  trusted 
that  what  he  liad  now  enid  would  be 
viewed  as  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  diarge 
which  had  bet^n  insinuated  against  biio,  of 
his  having  brought  on  this  bill  for  some 
concealed  object,  and  of  having  endea- 
voured to  huddle  up  his  own  case  with  the 
cases  of  others.  On  tbe  subject  of  the 
increase  of  the  clerts  salaries,  tlic  right 
'  "-.  gentleman  had  really  paid  him  a 
ipliment  which  he  did  not  deserve,  in 
reprcseuling  that  alteration  to  Jiave  been 
his  act  alone.  It  was  certainly  liia  duly, 
as  secretary  to  the  admiralty,  to  bold  the 
pen  which  recorded  the  decisiou  come  to, 
and  to  attend  the  proceedings  which  hsd 
taken  place  before  the  alieratioo  was  re- 
solved upon.  But  though  this,  in  the 
of  duly,  was  what  he  ivas  neces- 
sarily called  upon  to  do,  the  right  hon. 
Snllemaii  must  necessarily  know,  that 
e  increase  which  had  taken  plut-e  could 
not  iiavo  beeu  mad«  \ty  him  wulisM  tba 
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concurrence  first  of  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty and  eventually  of  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  show  how, 
in  point  of  fact,  this  measure  had  been 
forced  on  ministers.  About  the  year 
1811,  the  state  of  the  clerks  in  the  naval 
departments  became  so  very  miserable, 
that  several  memorials  were  received  at 
the  admiralty,  setting  forth  the  extreme 
distress  to  which  they  were  reduced,  and 
praying  for  an  increase  of  salary.  At 
that  period  the  government,  engaged  in  a 
most  expensive  war,  was  unwilling  to  listen 
to  any  representations  of  this  nature,  or  to 
grant  any  augmentation  of  income  to  any 
of  the  officers  in  the  public  departments. 
In  1812,  an  hon.  baronet,  the  member  for 
Westtpinster,  who  was  certainly  not  very 
prodigal  of  the  public  money,  had  sub- 
mitted a  motion  to  the  House,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  obtain  for  the  navy  office 
clerks  an  increase  of  salary.  It  was  then 
his  (Mr.  Croker's)  duty  to  object  to  that 
proposition,  but  a  promise  was  given  that 
the  subject'  should  be  attended  to  when 
peace  was  restored,  or  a  more  favourable 
opportunity  for  looking  into  it  arrived. 
The  inquiries,  it  would  hence  be  seen, 
had  not  been  conducted  with  too  great 
haste,  nor  the  result  too  hastily  deter- 
mined. It  was  not  a  business  that  had 
been  got  up  the  day  before  parliament 
met,  as  had  been  insinuated.  He  should 
have  the  honour  of  explaining  how  it  had 
been  done,  and  he  did  not  hesitate  to  as- 
sert, that  no  question  had  ever  been  more 
attentively  considered,  nor  had  any  mea- 
sure been  more  gradually  proceeded  with, 
with  a  view  that  it  might  finally  be  satis- 
factorily completed.  So  far  had  the 
board  of  admiralty  been  from  hurrying 
this  business,  that  the  hon.  baronet  already 
mentioned,  in  consequence  of  the  delay, 
brought  forward  another  motion  in  1813, 
similar  to  that  which  he  had  made  in  the 
preceding  year.  On  this  occasion  he  had 
been  told  that  inquiries  were  then  making, 
and  that  the  result  of  these  would  be  laid 
before  the  House  in  due  time.  Tlie  most 
minute  inquiries  had  indeed  been  made, 
not  only  into  the  general  state  of  the  esta- 
blishment, but  the  cure  of  every  indivi- 
dual in  the  offices,  name  by  name,  and 
man  by  man,  had  been  examined.  In 
consequence  of  these  proceedings,  it  was 
clearly  ascertained,  that  the  salaries  of 
many  of  the  clerkships  were  so  small,  that, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  stating  the  fact, 
they  hardly  enabled  their  wretched  pos- 
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sessors  to  live.  The  case  of  the  lower 
classes  of  them  was  particularly  deplorable, 
and  their  misery  so  extreme,  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  refuse  to  do  something  for 
them.  On  this  point,  if  he  thought  it 
necessary,  he  could  offer  some  affecting 
statements  which  would  touch  the  feeu 
ings  of  the  llouse.  This,  however,  he 
would  not  do,  but  should  content  himself 
with  stating  generally  their  distress  to 
have  been  extreme. 

If  it  would  not  fatigue  the  House  he 
would  now  state  the  principle  on  which 
the  change  which  had  at  length  been  re- 
solved upon,  had  finally  been  made. 
[Hear,  hear!].  Three  plans  had  beea 
under  consideration.  One  proposed  to 
give  the  clerk  a  salary  apportioned  to  the 
duty  to  be  performed,  which  he  should 
receive  from  the  day  he  first  entered  the 
office  to  the  day  of  his  death,  without  ad- 
vance or  variation.  The  second  plan, 
(and  this  had  been  acted  upon  in  some 
instances)  was,  to  make  no  increase  or  al- 
lowance but  in  proportion  to  the  length  of 
time  the  individual  might  have  been  in  the 
service.  To  fix  the  minimum  and  the 
maximum  of  his  remuneration,  and  only 
to  make  the  latter  attainable  by  many 
years  of  service.  This,  however,,  he  ap- 
prehended would  be  thought  a  very  bad 
arrangement,  as  it  went  to  take  from  the 
clerk  all  desire  to  distinguish  himself  by 
ability  and  zeal,  from  the  consciousness 
that  no  merit  could  advance,  no  neglect 
retard  him  in  his  progress.  A  third  plan, 
which  was  a  union  of  parts  of  the  two 
former,  namely,  the  establishing  several 
rates  of  salary  proportionable  to  the 
responsibility  of  the  duty  to  be  performed; 
but  which  rates  should  afterwards  be 
gradually  increased  according  to  the  length 
and  value  of  the  service  of  the  officer— 
this  plan,  while  it  excluded  the  errors 
of  both  the  former  propoaitions,  united 
all  their  advantages,  and  he  would  venture 
to  say,  that  no  other  system  could  be 
at  once  so  fair  to  the  individual  and  the 
public. 

Having  stated  the  principles  on  which 
the  board  proceeded,  he  had  now  to  show 
in  what  way  their  plan  had  been  carried 
into  efiect.  In  limiting  the  rewards  to  be 
given,  they  had  been  guided  by  the  sala- 
ries heretofore  paid  to  tlie  senior  clerks. 
Beyond  the  highest  ofthese  it  was  resolved 
the  remuneration  should  not  extend.  The 
arrangement  made  went  rather  to  redocc 
the  highest  salaries ;  it  did  not  much  aug- 
ment the  intermcdiute  uiies  between  the 
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higfieit  STid  ihe  lowest;  but  it  operated  in 
favour  of  the  inferior  clashes,  whose  means' 
had  been  so  small  that  tliey  were  literally 
starring.  Thia,  it  was  ihouglit,  would  ba 
a  &irer  distribution  of  the  money  paid  by 
(111!  public  to  remuneraie  this  portion  of 
their  servanlf:,  and  Iliii,  he  wo*  satulied, 
iho  House  would  not  lioUi  to  be  extrava- 
jjant.  The  minimum  of  the  clerk's  income 
wa»  fixed  at  lOOl.  pur  annum  wilhayearly 
increaie  of  10/.  In  Gl  or  02  years,  not  of 
life  hut  in  service,  tbe  extreme  benefits 
of  the  whole  might  be  attained.  The  in- 
dividual would  then  receive  800/,  per 
annum,  the  highest  salary  heretofore  paid, 
and  more  than  this  he  could  not  be  en- 
liilod  to  by  any  length  of  service :  a  person 
of  talents  might  attain  promotion  from 
nne  office  to  another,  but  still  his  incicaee, 
by  length  of  service,  would  be  only  at  the 
rate  of  10/,  a  year.  In  consequence  of 
this  arrangement  having  |iecn  adopted  at 
the  admiralty,  the  House  would  see,  that 
in  the  vote  to  be  submitted  to  them,  the 
chief  clerk's  salaries  would  sufl'er  some 
diminution,  and  the  benefit  of  it  would  be 
Telt  by  the  poorer  clasMs.  These  had 
tlieir  salaries  at  once  fixed  at  JOO/-  per 
anni^m,  but  when  it  was  eonsidcred  that  at 
on  increase  of  IW.  a  year,  twenty  years  of 
acrvice  were  necessary  to  give  them  an 
snnual  income  of  300/.,  it  would  not  be 
■bought  they  were  extravagantly  provided 
for.  The  senior  clerks  were  so  I'ar  injured 
by  this  change,  that  he  was  satblied 
nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty,  which  made 
tliem  content  to  sacrifice  some  indivitlual 
advantages  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow 
clerics,  could  huve  induced  them  to  submit 
to  it  without  making  some  remonstrance. 
TItc  clerk  of  the  admiralty,  for  ioiiance, 
tvho  in  two  ycar^  would  have  been  entitled 
to  750/.  per  annum  on  the  old  plan,  would 
nnw  at  the  end  of  that  period,  receive  but 
TOO/.  Thus  also  the  five  senior  clerks  in 
the  nary-ofKce,  on  the  old  plan,  had  re- 
ceived 3,400/- ;  their  salaries  on  the  new 
flan  amounted  to  but  5,'MX)l.  and  each  of 
these  would  now  have  to  serve  five  years 
longer  to  obtain  the  highest  salary  he 
could  aspire  to  than  was  ncccusary  under 
the  old  system.  Others,  whose  salaries 
had  nmounled  together  lo  3,S00!.  now 
received  but  4,500/. ;  so  that  they  would 
have  ten  years  to  serve  to  gain  the  sa- 
lary tbey  were  entitled  to  before.  The 
fialaries  paid  to  the  lower  classes  had  for- 
merly amounted  to  '20,5001.  They  now 
created  a  charge  of  26,000/.  giving  an 
increue  on  the  sum    paid  lo  them  ot 
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5,5001.  This  sura,  divided  amongst  11! 
persons,  gave  an  averajie  of  4^9/.  per  mmi 
in  the  victualling  offices,  an  arrangemcsi 
on  the  same  principle  had  been  madt. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  was  mistaken  in 
thinking  the  number  of  clerks  On  the 
utablidhmciit  of  the  admiralty,  bad  ben 
raised  from  sixteen  or  seventeen  to  tweiHj- 
cight.  In  1800  there  were  but  aixtctn 
clerks  on  the  establishment ;  but  it  hid 
been  common  occasionally  to  employ  ten, 
fifteen,  or  sixteen  temporary  clerics  Vi 
assist  them,  according  to  the  pressore  ot 
the  business  before  lliem.  In  the  presem 
instance  there  had  not  been  arty  additiai 
made  to  the  number  of  clerks  on  the  est*. 
blishment,  as  Eiipiiosed  by  the  right  Imb. 
gentleman.  He  (Mr,  Croker)  conceived 
tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  had  been  mi  into 
this  error,  by  observing  that  some  of  the 
clerks  on  the  establishment  were  describod 
as  "  extra  clerks."  This  title  of  extra 
clerks  had  existed  when  he  first  knew  tJ« 
office,  and  indeed  for  more  than  half  i 
century.  Why  the  junior  clerks  were  so 
called  he  knew  not;  but  they  were  n« 
less  on  the  establishment  than  those  who 
vrere  not  thus  indicated;  and  were  not,  u 
he  assumed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  id 
have  supposed,  merely  temporary  clerki- 
He  acquitted  the  right  hon.  gentleman  of 
any  wish  lo  prefer  an  unfounded  charf;^, 
and  doubled  not  what  he  had  said  on  thii 
subject  had  risen  from  a  mistake.  TIil' 
fact  was,  he  (Mr.  Crokcr)  bad  not  addti! 
one  single  clerk  to  the  establishment. 

He  now  came  to  the  arrangement  made 
with  respect  to  the  ulerk's  salaries  tn  peJCC 
and  war.  When  the  admiralty  had  deter- 
mined to  abolish  the  distinctions  hereto- 
fore made,  ihey  had  judiciously  determined 
upon  reducing  the  number  of*^ clerks.  This 
was  to  him  at  all  times,  a  painful  task,  but 
it  became  a  duty  when  it  was  found  tlie 
whole  of  the  number  necessary  in  war 
were  not  wanted  in  peace.  It  had  been 
thought  belter  in  consonance  with  the 
opinion  of  the  board  of  revision,  to  reduce 
the  number  of  persons  employed,  than  to 
make  any  reduction  in  the  salaries  of  those 
who  were  to  be  retained.  By  this  deter- 
mination, the  expense  to  the  public  was 
made  the  same  as  if  no  change  in  the  esta- 
blishment had  taken  place.  Not  fewer 
than  twelve  clerks  had  been  reduced  since 
the  year  1()I4  in  the  admiralty  alone. 
These  reductions  had  commenced  from 
the  first  moment  there  was  a  prospect  of 
the  restoration  of  peace.  He  further 
begged  the  ilousc  to  observe,  that  so  £u 
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from  the  plan  adopted  by  the  admiralty 
having    for  iti    object  the  extension  of 
patronage,  it  went  directly  to  cut  it  up  by 
the  roots.    Had  there  existed  a  wish  to 
extend  the  patronage  of  the  admiralty,  the 
old  salaries  would  have  been  continued, 
and  the  former  number  of  clerks  been 
kept  up.    This  had  not  been  done,  and  he 
would  appeal  to  those  in  that  House  who 
knew   most  intimately  the  arrangements 
which  had  been  made,  if  any  new  appoint- 
ments had  taken  place  withm  the  last  two 
or  three  years.     Tlie  insinuation   of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  that  he  himself  had 
exercised  any  patronage  with  respect  to 
the  admiralty  clerks,  he  would  meet  by 
denying  the  fact,  and  by  stating  to  him, 
that  he  had  been  so  careUil  in  this  respect, 
that  when  a  vacancy  occurred  some  two 
or  three  years  ago,  by   the  death  of  a 
clerk,  whose  salary  was  450/.  per  annum, 
he,  foreseeing  the  public  might  not  want 
the  service  of  any  one  in  his  place,  had 
never  recommended  it  to  the  board  to  ap- 
point a  successor.     The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  spoken  of  the  decrease  of  labour 
at  the  admiralty.    The  duties  to  be  per- 
formed were  less  interesting  and  curious, 
he  admitted,  than  at  particular  periods, 
when  the  nation  was  engaged  in  war ;  but 
he  could  assure  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that  both  the  secretaries  and  all  the  clerks 
had  been  more  constantly  and  incessantly 
occupied  for  the  last  four  months  than  at 
any  period  since  he  had  known  the  office. 
For  this    a  thousand  reasons  might  be 
given,  but  one  should  suffice.    In  the  year 
when  he  first  came  to  the  office,  the  num- 
ber of  the  out  pensioners  of  Greenwich 
was  3,300.     They  were  now  increased  to 
,S3,000,  and    every    individual   of  these 
cost    the    admiralty   two    or  three    let- 
ters.    All  their  claims  to  pay  or  prize 
money  were  to  be  inspected  and  inquired 
into,  and  this  caused  a  proportionate  in- 
crease of  business  at  the  navy  office,  and 
the    navy  pay  office.      Every  one  was 
obliged  to  **  take  out  his  time,'*  as  it  was 
called.    For  this  purpose,    every  ship's 
books  were  searched,   and  the  time  for 
which  each  man  was  to  be  paid,  not  only 
computed  by  months  and  weeks  but  even 
to  days.   Each  man  was  then  to  be  furnish- 
ed with  a  certificate  from  the  navy  office, 
stating  the  whole  of  the  particulars.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  various  and  complicated 
accounts  which  were  to  be  brought  up, 
the  business  to  which  he  had  just  alluded, 
was  sufficient  to  prevent  that  extensive 
reduction  from  being  made,  which  some 


gentlemen  conceived  to  be  practicable 
immediately  on  the  return  of  pence,  but 
which  he  took  upon  himself  to  sfly  wm 
impossible.  A  time  would  certainly  ar- 
rive, should  it  please  God  to  continue  the 
peace,  when  this  vast  pressure  of  business 
would  no  longer  be  felt.  There  would  be 
no  more  Greenwich  pensioners  added  to 
the  list ; — no  more  ships*  books  coming 
home  to  be  examined,  no  more  purser? 
accounts  to  be  inspected,  and  when  these 
should  cease  to  flow  in  upon  the  admiralty 
and  the  navy  office,  as  they  did  at  present, 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  ministers  to  submit 
estimates  lower  in  these  minute  particulars 
to  the  consideration  of  parliament.  This 
could  not  be  done  at  present,  but  he  en- 
treated the  House  to  believe  that  nothing 
had  been  done  which  justice,  necessity,  and 
even  economy  had  not  concurred  to  re- 
commend. Far  from  endeavouring  unduly 
to  extend  the  patronage  of  the  admiralty, 
every  step  which  had  been  taken  tended 
to  repress  the  exercise  of  it.  In  this  spirit 
instructions  had  been  sent  to  the  heads  of 
the  several  departments,  restricting  them 
from  filling  up  any  vacancies  that  might 
occur,  and  he  again  asserted,  that  the 
measures  which  had  been  adopted  went 
to  cut  up  that  patronage  which  had  been 
viewed  with  such  a  jealous  eye,  by  the 
roots. 

One  word  more  on  the  subject  of  the 
clerks,  whom  he  had  been  forced  to  re- 
duce. From  the  moment  when  govern- 
ment determined  on  continuing  the  war 
salaries,  it  became  his  duty  to  diminish 
the  number  of  clerks.  Compelled  to  de- 
clare there  were  more  in  the  office  than 
he  thought  were  necessary  on  the  con- 
clusion of  a  peace,  the  two  eldest  of  the 
seven  in  question  (gentlemen  of  great 
merit)  one  of  whom  had  been  thirty-five, 
and  the  other  twenty-seven  years  m  the 
service,  had  been  superannuated  at  their 
own  request.  For  the  other  five  who  had 
been  reduced,  and  on  whose  account  he 
had  been  charged  with  superannuatinj^ 
young  men,  since  thus  called  upon,  he 
would  tell  how  he  had  acted  by  them* 
Undoubtedly  nothing  could  be  more  pain- 
ful than  the  duty  which  had  devolved  upon 
him,  but  he  had  performed  it  to  the  best 
of  his  ability.  He  had  called  on  the  chief 
clerk,  and  desired  him  to  give,  boldly  and 
impartially,  a  list  of  the  five  least  efficient 
clerks  in  the  office.  His  decision  had 
been  regulated  by  no  other  criteriaii\tban 
this,  lo  the  members  of  the  board  of 
admiralty  who  now  heard  him^  he  appealed 
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for  the  accuracy  gf  thU  sUilemcnl.  He 
was  far  from  wishing  lo  say  aiiv  tiling  that 
COutU  be  offensive  to  the  indiTiHimIs  in  i 
quettioti:  but  of  course  it  nuultl  be  fdt  . 
by  lh(i  House,  that  among  a  body  of  gen-  , 
ttcnuin  like  tbe  clerks  of  llie  admiralty.  I 
fiome  must  bo  found  lesa  efficient  than  | 
otbcrs,  and  be  bad  ihoui-ht  it  his  duty  lo  | 
tbc  public  to  relieve  iiiem  from  those 
vrhosc  services  were  least  vitluuble.  He 
hoped  be  bad  now  answered  all  the  argu* 
tneiils  of  the  tight  hon.  gentleman.  If 
any  ibing  had  escaped  him,  be  should  be 
tdtdy  I"  "^"  ^ucb  further  inforinalian  as 
it  might  be  in  his  power  to  give.  [Loud 
CriM  of  Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  Bfvugkam  observed,  thnt  he  did  not 
0CC  any  reason  fur  the  exultation  with 
which  the  speech  ofthu  lion,  member  was 
roccivod.  The  hon.  gentleninn  had  gone 
into  an  examinalion  of  the  heads.  Me 
should  follow  him,  figure  by  figure,  and 
ahoti  that  this  exultitlion  was  not  well 
founded,  if  it  rested  only  on  the  statemenls 
jnndr  by  thai  hen.  member.  He  had  not 
the  advantage  of  being  in  the  Hnusewhcn 
^is  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Tierney)  on  a 
fomior  evening  had  made  a  compariaon  of 
Bome  of  the  estiinaies  of  the  present  year 
^Bvith  those  of  the  last  year  of  war  ;  but  he 
collected  from  the  rcpiy  which  bad  been 
inade  to  it,  that  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
shown  the  lexpenees  of  the  estimates  to 
JiavG  exceeded  those  of  the  lost  year  of 
the  war  by  20,00(U.  To  this  it  bad  been 
repUed  by  the  secretary  lo  the  navy  that 
this  was  no  extraordinary  matter,  and  that 
it  was  the  cose  with  almost  every  peace 
establishment  since  ihc  treaty  of  Utrecht. 
He  had  not  denied  the  excess,  but  de- 
fended it  by  comparison  with  other  times. 
He  bad  compared  it  with  the  expenditure 
of  lb02,  when  that  excellent  public  officer 
Jord  St.  Vincent  was  in  otiice,  and  he 
^cmcd  to  have  insiuuated  as  a  fiiuit  in  liis 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.Tiemey),  to  have 
been  a  membiT  of  that  administration.  If 
that  waa  all  the  charge  which  could  be 
brought  against  his  right  hon.  friend,  he 
would  only  say  that  he  was  the  most  for- 
tunate public  man  in  that  House.  The 
bon.  geiillenian  had  said,  lliat  there  was 
an  excess  in  the  naval  expetiditure  in  1S02 
of  GO,0(KJ^.  above  the  last  year  of  the  wnr. 
But  be  would  ehotv  to  trie  House,  that 
there  was  no  parity  between  that  jear  and 
the  present.     For  the  estimates  were  that 

J 'ear  brouj>ht  forward  in  March,  and  re- 
erred  back  to  January,  which  embraced 
nearly  three  inoatli^  of  vaf,  and  of  course 
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'.  ihcy  embraced  a  great  deal  of  the  i 
I  expenditure  [Hear,  hear  1].  In  the  piv- 
sciit  year,  the  estimates  could  only  refa 
lo  a  time  of  peace,  for  the  treaty  otpeM 
\  was  sisnod  six  weeks  before  CbrUtmMi 
I  and  might  have  been  signed  a  cootido- 
able  lime  before  that,  if  the  negociattOM  , 
I  had  not  been  protracted  to  too   great  i 

No  man  could  doubt,  after  the  baltk 
of  Waterloo,  tliat  that  cvciit  would  be  I 
followed  by  a  stable  peace ;  and  ihercfon  I 
retrenchments  ought  properly  to  hsn  I 
taken  place — not  six  weeks,  but  six  monlb  I 
before  Christmas.  13ut,  at  any  rule,  a)>  I 
nisters  were  enabled  to  cotumence  r^  1 
duciions  six  weeks  before  Christmai.  Bot 
how  stood  matters  in  1 802  ?  Prelimuuria 
were  nut  signed  till  October  1801^-aod 
he  would  appeal  to  every  man  who  vat  so 
unfortunate  as  to  have  a  recollection  wludi 
carriL'd  him  so  far  back  in  life,  if  at  thtl 
time  Ihc  country  nas  not  in  a  state  of  the 
utmost  uncertainty  and  suRpcnse  whether 
those  preliminaries  would  be  rollowed  t>T 
peace  ?  Why,  then,  lord  St.  Vinceul  hu 
not  peace  estimates,  but  war  estiinatei  Id 
bring  forward;  and  that  miaisler  would 
have  been  must  culpable  who  should  ban 
begun  bis  reductions  an  hour  sooner  than 
the  treaty  of  Amiens.  This  was  the  first 
answer  which  he  had  to  make  to  the  most 
unfair  comparison  inslituted  between  the 
periods  of  1802  and  ISIG.  But  tlie  in- 
terval between  the  peace  of  Amiens  and 
the  breaking  out  of  war,  with  respect  to 
the  maritime  affairs  of  this  country,  could 
admit  of  no  other  comparison  than  s  broad 
contrast  witli  the  present  time.  It  was  not 
necessary  lo  go  into  any  details  to  show 
this  contrast.  Let  any  man  reflect  for  a 
moment  what  were  the  navies  with  which 
we  had  then  to  contend — and  vthat  was 
the  sort  of  peace  which  we  then  obtained. 
We  had  to  contend  with  the  whole  navies 
of  Europe ;  in  the  first  year  after  the  war 
broke  out,  we  had  to  make  head  against 
the  confederacy  of  the  northern  powers ; 
and  he  should  not  be  accused  of  exagge- 
r.ition,  when  he  said,  lliat  there  was  not  a 
sound  statesman  in  England,  who  did  not 
then  view  our  situation  as  most  alarming. 
But  was  titers  no  other  circumstance,  in 
which  the  one  period  was  contrasted  with 
the  other!  Wliy,  the  different  stale  in 
which  France  then  was,  necessarily  ren- 
dered the  establishment  of  lord  .St.  Vin- 
cent much  more  extensive  and  cxpenstre 
tiian  it  was  fitting  any  cEtahlishment  liliould 
now  be.    But  lest  of  all>  there  was  oi» 
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circumstance  in  which  the  two  periods 
cUifered,  to  which  lie  called  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's attention,  for  it  was  decisive  of 
the  question.  He  alluded  to  the  remark- 
ablexircumstance  which  distinguished  the 
peace  of  Amiens,  not  only  from  the  pre- 
sent peace,  but  from  any  other  peace  ever 
entered  into  by  tliis  country.  During  that 
peace  we  were  obliged  to  send  eighteen  or 
twenty  sail  of  the  line  to  cruize  in  the 
West  Indies,  for  the  purpose  of  watching 
the  French  armament  sent  out  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  which  did  not  sail  till  the 
month  of  June.  During  the  present  peace 
there  were  no  armaments,  no  fleets  of  any 
power  keeping  the  sea. 

He  trusted  that  he  had  thus  furnished 
a  sufficient  answer  to  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  with  respect  to  the  esti- 
mates at  these  two  periods  of  1802  and 
1816.  He  should  now  come  to  the  next 
branch  of  tlie  estimates,  the  increase  of 
salaries  to  the  different  clerks :  and  here 
he  could  not  but  solicit  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  candour  with  which  the 
hon.  secretary  built  this  increase  on  the 
motion  of  an  hon.  baronet  now  absent  (Sir 
Y.  Burdett).  Said  he,  the  hon.  baronet, 
though  not  an  advocate  of  lavish  expen- 
diture of  public  money,  was  yet  convinced 
that  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the  de- 
partments in  question  required  to  be  aug- 
mented. But  how  stood  the  fact?  The 
hon.  member  for  Westminster  did  com- 
plain in  the  House  of  a  transaction  between 
lord  Barham  and  the  clerks  in  his  depart- 
ment, by  which  those  clerks  purchased 
their  offices  bv  the  payment  of  a  certain 
price ;  and  aUer  paying  this  price,  and 
notwithstanding  the  bargain  which  had 
been  concluded  with  them,  their  salaries 
were  diminished.  He  had  then  said,  thouglt 
he  was  no  friend  to  raising  the  salaries  of 
officers  under  government,  and  though 
these  salaries  so  reduced  might  still  be 
sufficient,  that  the  individuals  suftering.had 
a  right  to  complain  after  the  payment 
made  by  them  to  lord  Barham,  of  the  re- 
duction made  in  their  salaries;  and  he 
argued,  that  it  was  thought  necessary  to 
make  such  a  reduction,  lord  Barham 
ought  to  have  defrayed  the  difference,  or 
at  least  to  have  refunded  a  proportional 
part  of  the  price.  Now,  how  could  it  be 
contended  that  the  principle  of  the  hon. 
baronet  had  been  acted  on  at  present? 
During  the  war,  when  the  clerks  had  a 
great  deal  to  do,  and  when  provisioDS 
were  high,  no  relief  was  affi>raed  to  the 
complaining  clerks^they  were  allowed  to 


>^nigg1e  on— and  now  came  a  peace ;  and 
whatever  were  the  distresses  of  the  coun- 
try, it  would  be  universally  allowed  that 
provisions  were  now  cheaper  than  they 
had  been  for  many  years  before ;  and  thia 
was  the  period  chosen  by  them  for  making 
the  increase,  when  money  would  go  H' 
great  deal  farther  in  the  purchase  of  al- 
most every  commodity,  and  notwithstand- 
ing, too,  all  they  had  gained  by  the 
victory  over  the  income  tax,  which  at 
once  increased  the  inaome  of  every  man 
one-tenth — all  which  was  kept  out  of  ac- 
count, the  salaries  being  not  merely 
kept  on  the  former  footing,  but  even  in- 
creased. 

There  were  several  other  items  in  the 
estimates  to  which  he  wished  to  solicit  the 
attention  of  the  committee.  And  first, 
with  respect  to  the  hon.  secretary  him- 
self; he  did  not  allude  to  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  salary  of  his  chief  office ;  that 
had  been  already  pretty  well  canvassed  in 
the  House,  and  the  discussion  had  been 
attended  with  the  wished  for  efibct;  he 
alluded  to  other  offices  held  by  him.  At 
secretary  to  the  charity  for  poor  widows 
and  orphans  he  received  a  salary  of  200/. 
per  annum,  and  he  was  allowed  an  assis- 
tant at  100/.  per  annum.  Now,  he  wished 
to  put  one  question  to  the  hon.  secretary, 
but  he  must  first  say  there  was  no  roan 
more  willing  than  himself  to  admit  that 
the  office  which  he  held  of  secretary  of 
the  admiralty  was  a  most  laborious  office, 
and  one  which  was  hiehly  useful  to  the 
country.  But  he  would  ask  him,  whe- 
ther the  minor  offices, — admitting  the 
great  efficiency  of  the  principal  office, 
and  if  the  efficiency  was  great  it  must  bet 
admitted  that  it  had  great  emoluments, 
though  these  emoluments  were  now  some- 
what less  than  they  were  a  short  while 
ago— whether,  for  instance,  the  duties 
of  the  office  of  secretary  to  the  charity  to 
widows  was  laborious,  in  proportion  to 
the  pay  ?  He  asked  this,  because  though 
200/.  a  year  was  not  so  great  a  sum  as 
3000/.,  it  was  yet  a  great  sum,  and  it 
struck  him  that  the  assistant,  with  100^  a 
year,  might  be  competent  to  discharge 
the  whole  duties  of  his  own  office,  and 
that  of  his  principal.  They  would  find 
that  the  assistant  s  salary  had  been  aug- 
mented exactly  100  per  cent. ;  from  501, 
to  100/.  Now,  if  the  assistant's  salary  was 
thus  doubled,  he  could  not  help  indulging 
a  hope  that  Uiat  assistant  would  be  found 
able  to  discharge,  the  whole  of  the  duty, 
and  that  they  would  thus  be  allowed  to 
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strike  ofT  the  whole  of  this  '200/.  per  ann. 
[Htar,  hear'.]— There  was  also  a  separalc 
paymaster  of  widows'  pensions.  He  woultl 
allow  it  was  necesfary  that  this  office 
sliould  he  fillt'il  hy  a  person  of  resnoiiBi- 
bility.  But  was  not  the  rcaponeihifity  of 
one  as  f^ood  as  that  of  two  J  Yvt  they 
would  tind  200/.  Eet  down  to  the  hon. 
gentleman  as  secretary  to  tlic  widuns' 
charity,  and  60CW.  to  ilic  paymaster  of 
widows'  pensions.  Ho  knew  it  might  be 
said  these  were  t^o  diSerent  brunches ; 
the  one  was  a  charity  to  widows,  aod  the 
other  pensions  to  the  widows  of  olficefs. 
Allowing  this  distinction,  ihey  would  find, 
however,  on  looking  into  thi!  estimates  of 
181S.  that  the  paymaster  of  widows'  ucn- 
sions  had  only  a  salary  of  '2001.  williout 
any  clerk,  wheieas  he  had  now  one  at 
80/.  per  auiium.  This  of  course  would 
admit  of  explanation,  and  lie  should  he 
happy  to  hear  it  explained.  There  was 
a  charge  for  the  inspector  of  telegraphs 
of  SOoT.  Nothing  was  yet  said  as  to  whe- 
ther this  item  would  be  ubatidoued  or  not. 
The  hot),  gentleman  would  spare  him  any 
farther  o^ervations  on  this  subject,  bv 
Faying  that  the  vote  would  be  taken  with 
the  exclusion  of  this  .TOO/.  [Mr.  Croker 
here  signified  his  disseol].  Then,  if  the 
lion.  geDtlemen  would  not  leave  out  thia, 
he  would  object  to  the  estimate,  as  there 
were  now  no  telegraphs  to  inspect ;  and 
besides,  ihere  was  hcie  an  increase  from 
?Ml.  to  5001.  or  of  '2-5tiis.  The  next 
Ikcad,  that  of  messengers,  was  only  9'iO/. 
a  year;  but  small  as  the  sum  neemed, 
there  ought  to  be  some  reasons  given  why 
tliere  was  not  here  a  considerable  abate- 
nicnt — why  the  report  of  the  coromis- 
sioners  of  naval  inquiry  on  this  subject 
had  not  been  attended  to.  Tliey  had  re- 
ported that  there  ought  to  be  only  four 
messengers;  there  were  now,  however, 
six.  'niey  had  also  reported  that  these 
four  messengers  ought  only  to  have  sala- 
rits  of  120/.  Got.  501.  and  40/.  amountmg  in 
all  to  270/.  a  year.  This  year  it  had  pleased 
his  majesty's  ministers,  lioaever,  to  lny 
before  the  Haute  estimates,  in  which 
these  six  messengers  were  entered  ;  one 
at  280/.;  four  at  [501.;  and  one  at  40/.; 
making  in  the  whole,  instead  of  the  270/. 
recommended  in  the  report  no  less  a  sum 
than  920/.  Now,  he  wished  to  know  why 
the  committee  in  question  had  been  so 
disregarded  as  it  was  in  this  instance,  in 
the  very  teeth  of  their  report  i 

He  would  pass  over  several  ilcms  to 
come  to  the  last,  that  of  the  office  ofpay- 
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master  ol'the  royal  marines  ;  und  lie  wuuM 
solicit  the  attention  of  tlie  committee  tot 
report  of  a  commhtec  in  17H.?,  recocD- 
mending  the  business  of  this  oftice  to  be 
carried  on  in  that  of  the  paymuslcr  of  the 
navy,  not  merely  from  a  reuard  to  ec» 
uomy,  but  from  tne  facility  wTiicli  il  woiiltl 
give  to  the  public  service.  It  was  true.i 
committee  of  the  council  ilili'crcd  froo 
'he  committee  to  which  he  had  alludcii; 
but  if  the  ministers  were  to  shelter  then- 
selves  under  the  report  of  the  committK 
of  council,  they  ought  to  adopt  the  whok 
of  that  report,  and  not  merely  that  parti- 
cular part  of  it  which  suited  them  ;  ttwj 
ought  to  follow  it  gut  in  all  ita  rccoinniei^ 
dations.  What  did  the  ctitnmitiee  of 
council  say  in  their  report?  That  ibt 
office  should  be  regulated  by  reducing 
the  salaries  and  keeping  it  at  tlw  rery 
lowest  ebb.  They  recommended  ia  ttie 
first  place,  that  ihi:  paymaster  should,  in- 
stead of  1000/.  be  allowed  only  600J.  ■ 
year.  Now,  he  would  first  ask,  why  the 
paymaster,  whose  office,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  n  committee  appointed  under 
an  act  of  parliament,  ought  to  have  been 
abolished,  and  whose  salary,  on  the  recoiD- 
mendation  of  a  committee  of  council, 
ought  to  have  been  reduced  to  600/.  a 
year,  was  to  receive  400/.  a  yeftr  more! 
Then  came  the  first  clerk,  the  second 
clerk,  the  clerk  in  the  barrack  branch, 
three  cKira-dcrke  at  !  Ml.  each,  and  a 
messenger,  making  the  whole  of  tli(.>  branch 
amount  to  1S40/.  exclusive  of  the  salary  of 
the  council.  Now,  the  next  question  he 
would  ask  was,  why  these  pe^rsons  were  to 
be  continued,  contrary  to  the  recomraen- 
daiion  of  the  parliamentary  committee, 
and  agreeably  to  the  recommendatioo  of 
the  contmittcc  of  council;  and  why  they 
were  not  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  wages 
recommended  by  that  last  committee.' 
They  recommended  the  others  to  be  re- 
duced in  a  similar  proportion,  so  that  the 
whole  should  only  amount  to  720/.  a  ytat 
instead  of  1340/.  The  whole  result  of  the 
argument  was  this ;  that  whereas,  out  of 
the  fulness  of  their  love  of  retrenchincnt, 
un  extraordinary  resolution  of  cconoray 
had  been  adopted  by  ministers  since  lost 
Monday  se'nnight,  Irom  what  motives  he 
would  leave  the  House  to  judge,  in  con- 
sequence of  that  resolution  they  had 
thought  proper  to  recommend  to  the 
House  an  augmentation  of  salaries  to  a 
number  of  ofiicers  of  double  their  proper 
amount.  There  were  some  other  branches 
of  the  expenditure  at  which  he  waa  rather 
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surprised.      There    was    one    item    of 
5000/.  for    parish    duties,   taxes,  firing, 
postage  of  letters,   &c.      In    1813    this 
was    only    3000/.      There   was    another 
office   respecting   uhiclj,  he   wished   for 
some  explanation.     He   observed    1000/. 
set  down  to  the  vice-admiral  of  Scotland, 
and  the  charge  of  his  ofHce.    If  he  had 
not  seen  these  charges  so  stated,  he  should 
never  have  thought  of  asking  here  for  any 
explanation.     He  should  have  thought  it 
was  one  of  those  sinecures  which  were  but 
too  frequent  in  this  country,  and  in  no 
part  of  it  more  than  in  Scotland.     There 
many  offices  without  duties  had  long  been 
held  by  descent,  and  the  occupants,  from 
the  earliest  period  of  their  career  as  sine- 
cure pensioners,  never  had  occasion   to 
sign    one  paper,   except   the  receipt  for 
their  salary.     Tliatlord  Cathcart,  as  vice- 
admiral  of  Scotland,  should  enjoy  a  sine- 
cure of  1,000/.,  would  not  have  surprised 
him;  but  knowing  this  to  be  a  sinecure 
office,  and  that  his  lordship  had' no  other 
dqty  to  discharge  than  merely  to  sign  a 
receipt  for  his  salary,  he  owned  he  was 
not  a  little  surprised  to  see,  on  the  face 
of  the  estimate,  that  the  1 ,000/.  was  not 
merely  a  salary,  but  a  compensation  for 
the  charges  of  his  office.     It  now  turned 
out,  that  he  was  under  a  mistake  in  sup- 
posing this  to  be  a  sinecure,  and  that  the 
vice-admiral  of  Scotland  was  an  officer  of 
.great  and  meritorious  functions. — For  the 
sake  of  the  profession  to  which  he  belong- 
.ed,  he  was  nappy  to  see  so  ample  a  pro- 
vision for  <'  disbursements  of  the  assistants 
to  the  counsel  of  the  navy  in  law  suits, 
&c."     The  public  would  now  learn  that 
they  paid  for  the  luxury  of  law  in  this  de- 
partment no  less  than  10,000/.  a  year,  be- 
sides 4<X)/.  a  year  to  an  assistant  to  the  coun- 
sel, and  100/.  to  a  counsel,  the  assistant 
here  riding  the  principal.  He  should  wish  to 
be  favoured  with  the  items  of  this  10,000/. 
This  was  a  subject  which  was  of  course 
better  known   to   professional  gentlemea 
than  to  the  country  in  general.    The  law 
expenses    of  government  amounted,    in 
many  departments,  to  many  tliousands  a 
year.     The  navy  was  10,000/. ;  and  the 
mint  was,  he  believed  a  great  deal  more. 
It  had  been  his  misfortune  to  see  a  little 
of  the  details  of  the  way  in  which  the 
public  money  was  expended  in  law  suits. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  claims  should 
be  thoughtlessly  given  up  to  avoid  litiga- 
tion ;  that  was  not  the  objection  which  he 
had  to  make;  but  that  which  he  would 
state  to  the  comaiittee  was  from  his  own 
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observation,  and  times  without  number  he 
had  not  only  remarked  it,  but  stated  it  to 
his  friends,  who  had  agreed  with  him  in 
opinion  on  the  subject ;  namely,  that  there 
was  a  profusion  in  the  manner  in  which 
money  was  squandered  in  government 
law  suits,  which  would  be  reckoned  insa- 
nity in  any  private  individual,  however 
rich;  that  where  the  wealthiest  individual, 
and  the  most  prone  to  indulge  in  the 
luxury  of  law ;  the  man  with  the  keenest 
relish  for  that  sport,  and  the  greatest 
means  to  gratify  it ;  would  be  contented 
with  two  counsel,  or  three  at  most,  he  had 
never  seen  a  government  cause. carried  on 
with  fewer  than  five,  six,  or  seven  counsel. 
Having  been  in  most  of  the  courts  of  the 
country,  and  travelled  one  of  the  circuits 
where  there  were  more  crown  prosecu- 
tions than  in  most  in  England,  the  result 
of  his  observations  was,  that  where  an 
individual  employed  one  counsel,  govern- 
ment employed  always  two,  and  often 
three;  and  whore  an  individual  adduced 
two  or  three  witnesses,  government  oAen 
brought  forward  twenty  or  thirty.  The 
government  bills,  therefore,  compared 
with  those  of  the  wealthiest  individuals, 
were  extravagance  and  profusion. 

With  respect  to  the  point  of  supers 
annuatcd  and  temporary  clerks,  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  complained  of  the  system 
of  superannuation,  and  stated  nine  in- 
stances of  superannuation  of  clerks,  the 
eldest  of  which  was  only  52,  the  next  44, 
another  27,  and  another  22-— and  that  twa 
clerks  retired  on  the  considerable  salary 
of  150/.  a  year,  in  the  bloom  of  youth,, 
when  they  were  capable  of  turning  them^ 
selves  to  any  other  employment.  This 
150/.  was  equal  to  the  half-pay  of  a  major^ 
and  the  circumstance  required  an  answer. 
True,  said  the  hon.  gentleman,  there  had 
been  these  superannuations,  but  the  two 
first  on  the  list  had  served,  one  S7>  the 
other  35  years.  If  the  one  was  only  44 
years  of  age,  he  did  not  see  how  he  could 
have  served  35  years.  It  was  true  when 
a  man  was  old  at  22,  he  might  be  consi- 
dered in  the  prime  of  life  at  9 — flaugh.j 
A  man  benaing  under  the  load  of  his 
years  at  the  moment  when  he  was  22, 
might  at  9  years  of  age  be  fit  for  the  most 
arduous  service.  But  said  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman,  these  clerks  were  not  removed  to 
make  way  for  others,  for  none  were  ap- 
pointed m  their  room.  Now,  he  would 
ask  one  question,  which  if  answered  woiijd 
put  an  end  to  the  discussion.  When 
seven   clerks   were   superannuated,    he 
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miftht  say  he  appointed  no  new  one* ;  but 
he  had  another  way  of  managing  niallL-rs, 
llie    converting    lemporary    clerks    into 

termuncnt  clerks.  The  seven  clerks  who 
ad  hitherto  been  only  tetnporary  were 
niatle  permanent,  with  hH  the  advuntNges 
of  pciroanenl  over  tcinporary  Bituotioni. 
1'Uii  question,  then,  remained  to  be  an- 
sxereu  :  had  he  not  converted  such  tem- 
porary into  permanent  clerks ! 

Dut  he  liad  been  drawn  away  from  sine- 
cure places ;  and  on  the  mention  of  this, 
he  had  no  doubt  an  hon.  baronet  opposite 
(sir  George  WurrenJer)  and  two  other 
hon.  gentlemen  would  immediately  spring 
up.  Not  that  that  hon.  baronet  was 
widiout  employment.  They  had  heard 
tiim.the  other  nii^ht,  bring  forward,  with 
preai  ability,  a  statement  of  the  estimate* 
in  the  department  to  which  he  belonged 
[a  laugh}.  The  other  gentlemen  also  con- 
siderou  themselves  bound  to  make  a 
speech  occn^ionnlly  in  that  House.  But, 
with  e»ery  dispotilion  not  to  apply  to  them 
the  hard  name  of  sinecure  placemen,  he 
was  afraid  he  could  not  give  them  any 
thing  else,  if  he  had  a  due  regard  to  accu- 
racy of  expression,  and  wished  to  call 
them  by  their  right  name,  lie  meant  to 
sMte  hi*  doubts,  whether  these  three  gen- 
tlemen contributed  any  efficient  ssaislance 
to  the  country,  as  lords  of  the  admiralty 
[Hear,  hear!].  These  three  lords  were 
what  mere  entiled  the  civil  lords.  The 
office  consisted  of  the  first  lord,  three  sea 
lords,  officers  of  great  professional  emi- 
nence and  service;.  So  far  as  regarded 
the  first  lord,  he  wag  a  responsibJc  officer 
—he  had  to  superintend  and  guide  the 
great  machine  the  works  of  which  were 
llie  BSlonishment  of  Europe.  So  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  and  the  sea  officers 
who  Bssiited  him,  he  would  be  the  In^it 
man  to  propose  ihey  should  not  be  well 
ond  handsomely  paid.  But  he  complained 
that  here,  as  in  loo  many  instances,  the 
salaries  were  utterly  disproportioned  to 
the  duties  to  be  discharged.  The  three 
naval  lords  were  paid  too  little,  as  the.re- 
«pon«ibi1>>y  rested  principally  on  their 
Itead;  for  though  the  first  lord  and  the  nd- 
miniatration  to  which  he  belonged  were 
noroloally  recponiihle,  the  three  naval 
lorda  had  on  their  own  heads  a  responsi- 
bility of  a  very  different  nature.  And  he 
would  ask,  what  would  be  the  feeling  of 
the  House  and  the  country  if  (which  God 
forbid  !)  any  disaster  should  talc  place  at 
««  !  and  on  whom  would  the  pure  rcspon- 
sihdlt;  fall  ?  The  real  blame  wuutd  full  oa 


the  three  naval  tnrdii;  nnd  these  tbrc« 
men,  in  the  excess  of  nur  economy,  wen 
paid  only  at  the  rate  of  1000^.  cach,wbilt 
we  also  paid  three  other  men  lOOO/.  cocS 
for  doing  nothing  [Hear,  hear!!. — Tbii 
was  the  uMal  way  of  prodigals  and  aneail. 
tlirilb ;  tliey  gave  always  too  little  IS 
those  who  deserved  much,  and  too  muck 
to  those  who  deserved  nothing.  That 
civil  lords  were  nothing  but  cinecuit 
placemen,  though  their  names  now  and 
then  might,  no  doubt,  garnish  a  report. 
He  contended,  however,  that  it  ought  tn 
be  made  out  to  the  country  that  tliey  did 
not  merely  tend  their  names,  bot  that  they 
actually  did  sume  work  before  ihcy  oti^tit 
to  get  1001)/.  a  year  each.  He  had  hean^ 
ihut  it  was  the  practice  when  there  wen 
any  papers  which  required  the  sigiuturei 
of  the  civil  lordii,  the  nature  of  which  h 
waa  wished  to  keep  secret,  tn  send  tliem 
to  these  lords  with  a  part  folded  down,  w 
that  they  knew  not  what  it  wag  to  wliicfa 
they  affixed  their  names.  Thb  be  had 
heard  from  authority,  which  ho  could  not 
doubt ;  and  he  had  also  been  informed, 
that  one  of  these  lords  had  once  felt  ts 
hurt  at  this  proceeding,  thai  when  ii  paper 
in  that  state  was  presented  to  hiai  fur  tig- 
nature,  he  had  tendered  his  resisoatioo. 
The  fact  was,  that  these  three  lords  were 
holders  of  since 
was  concerned 


,  hul 


far  oa  the  public 
they  had  indeed 
.-h  ai;  the  public 
of  great  U54  to 
and  noble  lord. 


ought  to  pay  for — ilutit^ 
the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  were  the  leaders  of  the  ministry  in 
that  House.  To  attend  to  make  a  House 
at  four  o'clock — to  vote  (as  their  coo- 
sciences  directed  them,  nu  doubt),  oo 
questions  of  economy— to  vote  ^aiort 
the  admiralty  job,  which  had  been  db- 
cussed  the  other  night,  or  in  favour  of  it 
—to  vole  for  or  against  their  own  eiis- 
tence,  as  their  conscience  bad  tbcro — 
these  were  their  duties.  Hut,  importaot 
afl  they  were  to  some  persons,  they  were 
not  such  datic;  as  the  public  should  pay 
for.  Those  should  pay  ihem  who  pro- 
fited by  then);  lint  they  should  not  be 
paid  by  the  public  at  the  same  ratb  as  the 
more  efScient  naval  lords — they  should 
not  be  paid  ai  alt. 

The  lion,  and  learned  gentleman  said. 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  pledge  which 
he  had  given  of  sifting  the  estimates  to 
the  bottom,  and  tlie  paramount  duty  of 
redeeming  lliat  pledge,  he  should  not 
have  trespassed  su  long  on  the  attentioo 
of  the  (;ommicicc.    The  House  iL>eIf  liwl 
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given  a  pledge  on  the  first  night  of  tlie 
session,  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer had  challenged  the  House  to  exa- 
mine every  part  of  the  public  ex|)endi- 
ture*  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  endeavoured  to 
redeem  the  share  which  hj  had  borne  in 
that  pledge,  and  to  meet  that  challenge 
which  had  been  given,  and  nothing  re* 
mained  for  him  but  to  express  his  heart- 
felt conviction,  that  unless  the  committee 
supported  the  investigation  of  the  mi- 
nutest parts  of  those  estimates — unless  the 
indepcMident  part  of  the  llouso  redeemed 
the  pledge  which  had  been  re-echoed  from 
the  speech  which  had  been  put  into  the 
mouth  of  the  80vereign«-thcy  would  only 
amuse  the  public,  deceive  themselves,  and 
forfeit  their  promises  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  if  it  had  not  been  tliat 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  of 
late  assumed  a  tone  and  manner  not  only 
unusual  in  that  House,  but  scarcely  to  be 
tolerated  in  society  [Hear,  hear!],  he 
should  have  felt  some  surprise  at  the  ex* 
traordinary  attack  he  had  made  on  the 
character  of  his  hon.  friends, 

Mr.  Brougham  rose  to  order.  He  said, 
it  \va6  very  painful  to  hear  himself  so  at- 
tacked for  any  expression  which  he  might 
have  used  in  the  course  of  the  debate. 
He  thought  he  had  made  no  more  than  a 

f>lain,  dry,  minute  statement  [Hear, 
lear,  and  n  laugh  from  all  sides  of  the 
House].  He  appealed  to  the  committee, 
-—he  nung  himself  upon  the  committee, 
and  would  ask  whether  tlicre  was  any  one 
member  who  could  say  that  any  thing 
which  he  had  stated  deserved  the  expres- 
sion of  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite— for  he 
begged  the  expression  to  be  noticed,  as  it 
was  quite  new  to  him  to  hear  it  said  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  House,  that  it  would  not 
have  been  tolerated  in  private  company. 

Mr.  Crokcr  asked,  whether  it  was  a 
plain,  dry,  minute  statemcMU  of  facts, 
whether  it  was  parliamentary,  whether  it 
was  just  in  point  of  fact,  or  decent  in 
point  of  form,  to  impute  to  members  that 
convenient  kind  of  conscience  which  could 
support  ministers  on  all  occasions  ?  Would 
any  such  expression  have  becil  tolerated 
in  private  company  as  that  used  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  when  he 
talked  of  the  convenient  kind  of  conscience 
which  persons  connected  with  govern- 
ment had,  on  subjects  discussed  in  that 
House  fHear,  hear  I].  He  wished  to 
know,  whether  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman meant  to  justify  the  reflections  he 
had  made  on  the  motives  of  his  hon. 
(VOL.  XXXHI.) 


friends,  or  the  sneers  with  which  he  had 
insinuated  that  they  ]>'.>ss€sscd  accommo- 
dating consciences,  if  he  rightly  under- 
stood the  hon.  and  learned  geiitlcman's 
gesture,  and  if  he  abandoned  tli:it  which 
he  had  said,  he  should  make  no  farther 
observations. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  'lid  not  mean 
to  abandon  any  thing  that  he  had  said. — 
He  was  proceeding  to  make  some  farther 
statement,  but  was  obliged  to  sit  down, 
by  cries  of  Order !  and  Spoke,  spoke  ! 

Mr.  Bennet  rose  to  order.     He  pro- 
tested against  the  menacing  manner   of 
the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  [Loud  cries  of  Order,  order !]. 
Lord  Binning  said,  it  was  the  duty  c.f 
every  member  who  spoke  to  ordi^r  to 
state.  In  what  the  usual  course  of  parlia- 
mentary proceeding  had  been   deviated 
from.     He  had  heard  nothing  iii  breacli 
of  order  from  his  hon.  f:  lend  ( Mr.  Croker }, 
although  he  had  been  twice  called  to 
order;  he  therefore  requested  the  chair- 
man to  protect  his  hon.  friend  from  such 
interruptions. 

Mr.  C.  fr.  Wi/nn  said,  that  if  the  sense 
of  the  committee  was  to  be  taken,  he 
thought  it  could  not  be  disputed  that  it 
was  disorderly  to  say  that  any  member 
**  had  abandoned  an  msinuation."  Such 
words  were  not  consistent  with  the  mode 
of  proceeding  in  that  House  |  Cries  of. 
Why  not  ?|. 

Mr.  Brogden  (the chairman)  submitted, 
that  when  a  breach  of  order  was  com- 
plained of,  the  particular  instance  should 
be  stated,  and  that  the  words  should  be 
ordered  to  be  taken  down,  so  that  the 
sense  of  the  committee  might  be  taken 
upon  the  case. 

Mr.  Crokcr  then  proceeded. — But  for 
the  circumstance  which  he  had  stated,  he 
would  have  heard  such  insinuation  with 
astonishment,  and  he  was  therefore  sorry 
that  he  had  been  mistaken  in  supposing 
the  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  retract  it. 
Such  an  insinuation,  as  that  there  were 
many  members  of  the  House  who  voted 
for  every  measure  of  government,  whether 
they  thought  it  right  or  wrong,  was  one 
which  he  heard  most  indignantly  [Hear, 
hear !],  and  he  felt  it  so,  not  only  as  being 
applied  to  his  hon.  friends  around  him, 
but  as  affecting  the  character  and  dignity 
of  parliament.  He  would  appeal  to  the 
i»ble  lords  on  the  ot)>er  side  of  the  Hou^e 
'ipio  had  held  similar  situations  to  those 
of  the  members  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  whether  they  would  not  have 
(2T) 
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been  most  rtroogly  roored  by  any  mich  io- 
ainuttion  as  ihe  abaadonnient  oi  any  part 
of  their  public  duty  for  eome  paltry  pri- 
vate conudentton.  There  were  none  to 
whom  he  would  more  confideolly  appeal 
on  this  subject  thsn  to  those  eenttemen 
who  ut  in  tlie  bourd  of  admiralty  formed 
during  the  year  of  1806,  — (han  whom 
there  were  iadividually  no  more  respecta- 
ble or  honourable  men, — he  would  appeal 
to  them,  whether,  in  a  similar  tttuation, 
they  would  not  have  treated  such  an  inii- 
nuatioR  as  a  foul  calumny .'  [Hear,  heat]. 
But  to  go  to  the  queEtion  befbre  the  com- 
miltcc — tbe  hon.  gentletnaa  said,  that  he 
(Mr.  Croker),  made  temporary  clerk* 
oermiuient  by  a  tort  of  legerdemain. 
Noir,  on  this  subject,  he  begged  to  repeat 
what  he  had  staled  some  nights  ago,  and 
ngftin  to  night,  that  since  ttiere  bad  beeo 
any  prospect  of  peace  be  had  not  added  one 
clerk  (o  the  c slab! is hmcnt— that  he  had 
refuwil  many  of  those  ctwes  in  which  in- 
dividualii  had  those  claims  upon  him, 
which  might  have  been  thought  the  most 
forcible.  The  lion,  and  learned  genGe- 
Rian  had  t.-ilked  too  of  a  sinecure  office 
which  be  held,  besides  his  situation  as 
Bccretary  of  the  admiralty— namely,  secre- 
Inry  to  the  widows'  fund;  an  office  far 
from  being  a  sinecure,  and  tlic  aelary  of 
which  was  the  same  now  at  it  had  been 
fixed  ill  173!),  namely,  200/.  a  year,  out 
of  which  he  allowed  a  porliou  to  his  clerk; 
and  of  this  salary  he  had  received  neither 
more  nor  less  than  each  of  his  predeces- 
sors had  done. — As  to  the  observations  of 
the  hoD.  and  learned  gentleman  on  the 
salary  of  the  clerks  of  this  fund,  the 
cause  of  their  having  been  lately  increased 
was  an  turangement  which  had  been  made 
within  the  last  few  years  for  paying  the 
pittance  of  the  poor  widows  at  their  own 
doors,  instead  of  putting  them,  ns  formerly, 
to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  coming  to 
London.  As  to  the  paymaster  of  widows' 
pensions,  and  the  paymaster  of  marines, 
in  1813,  papers  had  been  laid  before  the 
House,  which  had  been  so  satisfactory, 
that  an  hon.  gentleman,  who  had  intend(>d 
to  regulate  those  offices  by  a  bill,  had 
abandoned  his  design.  The  salary  of 
the  paymaster  of  widows'  pensions  had 
been  increased  from  200/.  to  600/.,  be- 
cause the  disposal  of  80,000/.  of  public 
money,  of  which  he  formerly  had  tlie  ad- 
vantage, had  been  taken  from  him.  Tbk 
officer  was  obliged  to  find  security  to  thi 
amount  of  iOfiOOi.  If  the  office  of  pay- 
iiuutGi  of  mariocB  and  of  paymaster  of 
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ffidowk'  pensions  were  added  to  the  criEo  I 
of  tre&iurer  of  the  navy,  much  inoom^  I 
nience  would  ensoe,  and  the  expenc  f 
would  moreover  be  much  increased.  Tht  ' 
duty  of  barrack-master  had  been  added  «f 
late  years  to  dial  of  paymaster  of  oiannK 
and  this  change  had  saved  the  puUit 
20,000/.  in  two  years.  The  officer  hid 
nothing  to  do  with  the  payment  of  mariMi 
when  afloat,  but  was  confined  to  their 
pnyment  when  they  were  with  Uietr  drrv 
sions,  so  that  the  duty  was  incresoed  ■ 
lime  of  peace  rather  than  lesaeoed.  V 
any  doubts  remained  respecting  this  A 
fice,  he  should  move  for  the  reprinting  4 
the  paper  which  was  laid  before  the  Horn 
in  1813.  The  vice-admiral  of  Scotland 
was  one  of  the  great  officers  preserved  to 
Scotland  by  the  act  of  union,  and  tbeic- 
fore  could  not  be  touched.  He  happened 
also  to  know  that  there  was  some  bosiooi 
attached  to  it,  as  writs  had  been  itstied 
from  it  of  late,  but  to  what  extent  he  co^ 
not  take  upon  himself  to  state.  As  to  die 
law  expenses,  the  name  of  Mr.  Jervis  WM 
sufficient  to  assure  the  House  that  thete 
had  been  no  unwarrantable  profiuiooia 
tliat  departmenu  The  salary  of  400/.  a 
year  lo  the  solicitor,  and  a  standing  fee  cf 
100/.  to  the  coinsel,  were  the  only  pe^ 
mancnt  charges,  and  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
penics  00  that  score  were  on  the  loweM 
possible  scale.  The  inspector  of  tele- 
graphs had  always  had  the  same  salary  as 
at  present.  The  office  would  soon  be 
abolished  altogether,  and  he  would  then 
receive  only  (he  alloH'ance  authoriEed  bv 
act  of  parliament.  The  superannuation 
allowances  which  had  been  given  to  the 
different  clerks,  were  according  to  ibe 
order  in  council  of  1800,  in  approbation 
of  which  the  House  had  lately  heard  to 
much  from  the  other  side.  The  increase 
of  the  salaries  paid  to  clerks,  had  only 
been  from  78,000/.  to  8.5,000/.  The  nib- 
take  had  arisen  from  the  navy  pay  office 
being  included  in  the  calculation  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Tierney),  while  this  office  bad  been  in 
fact  regulated  by  sn  order  of  an  old  dale- 
Mr.  Tiernei)  said,  he  was  desirous  that 
the  committee  should  come  to  a  specific 
understanding  of  the  question  before  tliem. 
The  matter  in  discussion  was  briefly  this 
—that  in  181i  there  were  445  clerks,  and 
in  1816  only  421 ;  notwithstanding  wliich, 
by  these  estimates,  the  salaries  of  this  re- 
duced number  of  clerks  would  cost  the 
country  very  nearly  15.000/.  more  than  it 
had  incutted  for  the  same  purpose  ialSI4^ 
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Mr.  Cfoktr  admitted  that  the  queition 
certainly  wafiai  to  the  increaie  of  nuinbera 
and  ezpeniey  and  he  defied  him  to  ditproTO 
the  statements  which  he  made  in  both 
points  s  they  were  actually  printed  in 
the  estimates  before  the  House.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  accused  the  admiralty  of 
an  hicrease  in  this  year  over  the  lasti  and 
yet  it  was  with  the  year  1814  he  now  chose 
to  make  his  comparison,  that  he  might 
have  the  advance  of  the  increase  of  two 
years  additional  length  of  revenue ;  but 
even  with  this  allowance!  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  statements  were  whollv  ir- 
reconcileable  with  the  facts  and  docu- 
ments. 

Mr.  Tiemey  agab  rose  to  express  his 
opinion  as  to  the  course  which  toe  com- 
mittee should  pursue  in  eommg  to  the  vote. 
He  should  propose  that  these  estimates  be 
voted  for  six  months  only,  instead  of  a 
year.  His  view  in  thb  was  to  give  time 
for  government  to  reconsider  them,  or 
that  they  might  be  revised  bV  a  commit- 
tee, which  was  likelv  to  produce  a  more 
satisfactory  result  than  any  general  vote 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bankes  was  aware  of  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  coming  to  any  satisftctory  re- 
sult even  in  a  committee ;  but  he  con- 
ceived there  was  an  important  question  of 
principle  which  should  first  be  decided, 
it  was  this,  —  whether  the  committee 
would,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
country,  allow  of  such  an  increase  of  sa- 
lary, whether  that  excess  was  3000L  or 
760OL  or,  indeed,  any  other  sum.  It  was 
admitted,  that  there  was  an  excess  upon 
the  whole,  though  a  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber of  persons  employed  had  taken  place. 
What  pretence  could  there  possibly  do  for 
this,  at  a  period  when  the  people  were 
in  extreme  distress,  and  when  all  those 
who  received  fixed  salaries  were,  in  conse- 
quence of  circumstances  over  which  they 
had  no  control,  in  a  situation  finitely 
better  than  they  were  during  the  war? 
And  was  this  particular  year  to  be  selected 
for  the  increase  of  their  salaries,  when  al- 
most all  the  other  dasses  of  society  were 
suffering  from  a  diminution  of  income  ? 
He  should  wish  therefore  to  restrict  the 
vote  to  the  sum  which  these  officers  had 
before  May  lut,  and  he  should  propose 
an  amendment  to  that  eflfect.  In  addition 
to  the  circumstances  arising  from  the  pres- 
sure of  the  times,  this  also  should  he  taken 
into  account,  that  these  persons  had  in 
fact  10  per  cent,  added  to  iheir  income  by 
the  removal  of  the  income  tax.    As  far 


as  he  was  able  to  understand  the  estimates, 
there  was  not  a  single  reduction  proposed 
in  these  sakries.  The  principle  acted 
upon  was,  vesiigia  nulla  retrortum.  The 
hon.  secretary  had  stated,  that  in  the  se- 
lection of  the  clerks  to  be  retained,  he  had 
a  painful  duty  to  perform,  which,  how- 
ever, he  felt  bound  to  perform,  tbit  the 
country  might  not  be  burthened  witib  mora 
clerks  than  were  necessay.  This  might 
be  veiy  true,  and  the  committee  must  dso 
do  the  same  thing  with  regret  and  re- 
luctance; but  they  were  &e  guardians 
of  the  public  purse,  and  it  was  incumbent 
upon  tnem  to  bring  down  the  establish- 
ments of  the  country,  not  in  such  a  way 
aa  might  suit  the  convenience  of  die  of- 
ficers, but  as  corresponded  to  the  real  bu- 
ainess  of  the  country.  He  recollected 
when  on  a  finance  committee,  to  have 
found  great  difficulty  in  convincing  some 
gentlemen,  self-evident  as  the  proposition 
might  appear,  that  offices  were  created  for 
the  benent  of  the  public,  and  not  for  the 
emolument  of  thetiolders.  Indeed,  when 
the  interest  of  the  public  came  in  compe- 
tition with  that  of  individuals,  he  had  too 
often  found  that  the  former  was  nefflected : 
but  he  trusted  this  would  not  be  the  case 
on  the  present  occasion.  Of  course  there 
must  be  numy  persons  thrown  out  of  em- 
plovment  on  the  return  of  peace,  and  he 
wished  to  see  whether  the  House  would 
sanction  a  continually  increasing,  and  what 
appeared  to  him,  unnecessarv  expense. 
It,  then,  be  knew  the  amount  of  the  excess 
of  expense  that  was  created  by  this  esti- 
mate, he  should  move  that  this  excess  be 
struck  o£  The  right  hon.  gentleman's 
proposal  was  liable  to  this  dejection,  in 
nis  mind,  that  it  was  improper  to  sanction 
the  excess  at  all,  even  for  the  period  of  six 
months.  He  wished  the  further  proceed- 
ings to  be  postponed  till  to-morrow,  when 
his  hon.  friend,  the  secretary  for  the  ad- 
miralty, would  have  ascertained  and  be 
able  to  state  the  exact  amount  of  the  ex- 
cess, and  what  the  salaries  of  the  present 
number  of  clerks  were  last  year.  He 
should  then  be  enabled  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  the  excess  proposed. 

Mr.  Bragden  (the  chairman)  said,  it 
might  be  for  the  convenience  of^the  com- 
mittee to  state,  that  the  vote  at  present  be- 
fore them  wasfor  10,8502.,  being  the  amount 
of  salaries  proposed  to  be  paid  to  the  clerka 
in  the  admuvity  office^ 

Mr.  Croker  observed,  that  the  amount 
of  the  salaries  of  the  28  clerks  now  re- 
tained nught  be  stated  as  having  last  year 
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been  9000/.  it  might  be  a  few  pounds  more 
or  less. 

Mr.  tiemn^  contended,  that  the  com- 
mittee would  be  perfectly  safe  in  voting 
half  of  the  proposed  salaries  that  night, 
as  they  thus  kept  the  other  half  in  reserve, 
which  they  might  regulate  as  they  pleased. 
This  mode  ot  voting  would  not,  therefore, 
sanction  the  principle  of  the  increase, 
while  it  would  unife  all  those  who  object- 
ed to  the  excess.  It  would  be  better  that 
government  should  withdraw  the  esti- 
mates for  re-consideration,  and  this  would 
be  the  more  easy  to  the  noble  lord,  as  he 
had  been  lately  in  the  habit  of  withdrawing 
Uis  estimates.  Still  he  would  withdraw 
his  amendment,  if  there  was  an  under- 
standing that  the  committee  must  divide 
on  all  the  other  amendments  of  which  gen- 
tlemen had  given  notice.  Of  this  kind 
was  the  amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  for 
taking  away  (he  salaries  of  the  two  civil 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  which,  notwith* 
standing  the  outcry  raised  against  it,  he, 
for  one,  was  prepared  to  support. 

Lord  CasUereavh  could  not  compre- 
hend how  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  ob- 
ject would  be  better  attained  by  referring 
back  the  estimates  to  the  consideration  of 
ministers,  without  their  having  any  suffi- 
cient clue  te  the  sentiments  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject.  It  would  be  per- 
fectly easy  for  government  to  withdraw 
the  estimates  ;  but  he  was  not  convinced 
by  any  argument  he  had  heard,  that  their 
amount  was  at  qU  inexpedient.  It  was 
untair  to  state  that  this  additional  expense 
would  be  fastened  for  ever  on  the  country 
in  time  of  peace.  It  had  been  unequivo- 
cally Slated  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Croker),  that  although  the  number  of 
clerks  in  rhe  admiralty  office  had  been 
only  reduced  to  28,  it  was  maintained  to 
that  amount*  simply  on  the  ground  which 
had  rendered  necessary  a  similar  proceed- 
ing in  other  public  departments,  namely, 
that  they  could  not  be  dismissed  for  the 
first  year  or  two  after  the  war,  without 
leaving  all  the  accounts  in  confusion,  and 
thus  doing  incalculable  injury  to  the  pub- 
lic service.  His  hon.  friend  opposite  had 
fallen  into  the  same  error  as  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 
:jo  far  was  he  (lord  Castlereagh)  from 
considerin;?,  that  by  agreeing  to  the  pro- 
posed -vote,  parliament  ivould  be  pledged 
10  continue  the  establishment  permanently, 
that  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  at 
the  expiration  o^  the  year,  the  House 
voM  not  be  bo;;nd  to  agree  to  retain  a 
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single  clerk,  who  might  be  deemed  unne- 
cessary. If  at  the  end  of  the  jrear  it 
should  be  found  that  the  number  ot  derb 
which  it  was  now  proposed  to  keep,  was 
too  great,  no  vote  on  the  present  occasioi 
could  preclude  parliament  from  reducing 
tliem  to  one  half,  if  in  tlieir  wisdom  thej 
should  think  proper  so  to  do.  His  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Croicer)  had  opened  the  cm 
so  clearly,  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  hin 
to  dilate  upon  the  various  particulars  of  it; 
and  in  no  point  had  his  hon.  friend  been 
more  successful  than  in  his  general  d^ 
fence  of  the  tendency  of  the  proposed  sys- 
tem to  equalize  the  allowances  of  the  ui^ 
ferent  classes  of  public  officers,  in  such  i 
manner  as  to  relieve  the  lower  dcxcriptions 
from  Uiat  state  of  abject  poverty,  which 
was  inconsistent,  not  only  with  the  consi- 
deration due  to  the  individuals  in  questioOi 
but  with  true  economy  in  the  wisest  inter- 
pretation of  the  term.  This  principle  of 
increasing  the  emoluments  of  the  lower 
classes  of  public  officers  at  the  expense  of 
the  higher,  and  more  particularly  of  ia- 
creasing  their  salaries  at  the  progressive 
rate  of  lOL  annually,  had  in  other  public 
departments  met  with  the  countenance  of 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bankes),  and  he  was  t 
not  aware  of  any  diffi;rence  of  circumf  j 
stances  which  could  excite  his  hon*  fiiend*s  1 
hostility  to  it  in  the  present  instance.  He 
repeated,  that  his  majesty's  ministers  were 
most  anxiously  desirous  to  economise  to 
all  the  extent  that  was  consistent  with 
their  public  duty.  No  feeling  of  pride  or 
reluctance  would  prevent  them  abandoa- 
ing  their  own  views,  if  they  should  be  con- 
vinced that  they  were  not  sound.  But  he 
owned  he  could  not  persuade  himself  that 
the  objections  which  had  been  urged  oq 
the  present  occasion  were  valid  ;  and  in 
his  opinion  all  who  looked  at  the  subject 
of  economy,  not  in  the  narrow  way  in 
which  by  some  honourable  gentlemen  it 
appeared  to  be  considered,  but  with  the 
liberal  and  enlarged  feeling  which  ought 
to  operate  in  all  questions  of  a  pubh'c  na- 
ture, must  be  convinced  that  the  propo- 
sition submitted  to  the  committee  was  one 
which  it  was  proper  in  the  ftrst  instance  to 
adopt,  and  that  the  adoption  of  it  would 
by  no  means  shut  out  either  parliament  or 
his  majesty's  government  from  any  future 
modification,  which  circumstances  might 
render  necessary.  Such  being  the  im- 
pression on  his  mind,  and  the  proposed 
arrangement  being  that  which  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  best  judgment  his  majesty'* 
government  thought  the  best  calculated  to 
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benefit  the  pubIiC|  all  thht  they  could  do 
was  to  take  the  tense  of  the  committee 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Bttttkes  then  moved,  that  the  chair- 
man should  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again.  He  said,  he  would  also 
move,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee not  to  allow  any  increase  of  salaries 
beyond  what  thejr  were  in  May  last. 

Mr.  Plunkettf  in  rising  to  address  the 
committees  was  too  well  aware  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour,  to  encroach  at  any  length 
on  their  time.  At  the  same  time  he  felt  it 
would  be  doing  injustice  to  his  own  feelings, 
to  the  interests  of  his  constituents,  and  tlie 
sacred  rights  of  British  subjects,  not  to  ex- 
press the  sentiments  he  entertained  on 
the  line  of  conduct  adopted  by  administra- 
tion. Before  proceeding  further,  he  would 
beg  leave  to  ask,  whether  the  salaries  of 
the  secretaries  of  the  admiralty  were  to 
be  regulated  by  the  difiercnce  between  a 
state  of  peace  and  war?  or,  in  other 
words,  whether  the  salary  of  Mr.  Croker 
was  to  be  reduced  to  3,000/.  in  peace? 
£This  question  being  answered  in  the  af- 
^rmative,  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
proceeded^  He  was  gratified  to  learn 
that  this  distinction  had  at  last  been  reluc- 
tantly acceded  to  by  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters. The  line  of  conduct  adopted  by  the 
noble  lord,  was  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary that  the  House  of  Commons  or  the 
British  tuition  had  ever  witnessed  in  any 
minister  of  the  Crown.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion when  that  distinction  had  been 
pressed  in  a  forcible  manner  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  by  an  hon.  member 
(Mr.  Methuen),  the  noble  lord  had  de- 
cidedly given  his  negative  to  it ;  and  yet 
now,  with  an  inconsbtency  which  must 
strike  even  the  most  careless  observer,  he 
gave  it  his  support..  He  called  on  the 
noble  lord,  he  called  on  his  honourable 
colleagues  in  office,  he  called  on  the  gen- 
tlemen who  usually  supported  his  mea* 
sures,  to  say,  if  in  that  line  of  conduct 
there  had  been  the  least  justice  or  fair- 
ness [Cheers].  He  called  on  country 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  to  lay  their  hands  on  their  hearts, 
dispassionately  to  weigh  every  circum- 
stance which  bad  characterised  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  noble  lord,  and  to  ask 
themselves  how  they  could,  consistently 
with  a  regard  to  conscience,  face  their 
constituents,  and  say  they  had  honestly 
done  their  duty  [Hear !]  >  He  would  not 
impute  to  the  noble  lord  any  unworthy 
oiotives.     He  would  not  for  one  moment 


suppose  that  he  was  actuated  by  any  de- 
sire of  degrading  that  House  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world.     He  trusted  in  God  there 
would  never  be  a  public  functionary  in 
Britain  who  would  be  capable  of  such 
conducL     But  when  he  considered  the 
procedure  of  the  noble  lord — when  he 
contemplated  the  inconsistency  which  had 
characterized  him  throughout,  he  would 
appeal  to  the  feelings  of  every  honest  man 
in  that  House,  whether  there  was  not  aa 
evident  design   to  oppose  whatever  was 
proposed  ou  his  (Mr.  Plunkett's)  side  of 
the  House,  without  the  smallest  regard 
whether  what  was  proposed  was  right  or 
wrong  [Cheers]  ?   The  hon.  member  for 
Wiltshire  had  proposed  a  measure  which 
the  noble  lord   reprobated   as  improper, 
and  yet  next  day  he  comes  down  to  the 
House  and  adopts  the  very  measure  he 
had  reprobated.     It  was  niffh  time  for 
gentlemen  accustomed   to   Mlow  in  his 
train  to  think  whether  in  consistency  witli 
their  own  credit,  as  British  senators,  with 
their  fidelity  to  their  constituents,  and,  he 
would  add,  with  their  dignity  as  men,  they 
could  any  longer  be  so  blinded  by  preju* 
dices  as  to  become  the  tools  of  the  noble 
lord.     For  he  would  ask,  how  did  the 
noble  lord  use  them  ?   He  gave  them  the 
odium  of  supporting  measures  which  he 
afterwards  took  to  himself  the  grace  of 
retracting  [Loud  cheers].    He  regretted 
that  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  saying 
so  much,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty,  and 
should  certainly  have  considered  himself 
guilty  of  an  omission  of  duty  had  he  not 
spoken.     He  would  not  believe,  indeed  it 
was  impossible  for  him   to  believe,  that 
gentlemen  wished  to  degrade  the  House 
of  Conunons,  but  how  could  they  vote  in 
consistency  with  their  own  character   if 
they  for  one  moment  considered  the  tac- 
tics of  the  noble  lord.    The  resolution  for 
economy  was  now  agreed  to.    This  was 
so  fiir  very  well ;    but  why  was  it  not 
agreed  to  before?    The  answer  was  ob- 
vious.    It  was  for  the  best  of  all  possible 
reasons — because  the  noble  lord  and  his 
colleagues  would  not  sufier  so  dangerous  a 
term  as  the  word  economy  to  be  registered 
on  the  journals  of  that  House ;   for  had 
that  resolution  been  there  the  noble  lord 
and  his  friends  were  in  danger  [Cheers.]. 
But  now  it  was  quietly  allowed  to  slip  in 
[Hfar,  hear !].    In  a  very  fine  pompous 
maqner  the  committee  were  told  of  the 
diflbrence  between  the  last  year  of  war 
and  the  first  year  of  peace.    No  doubt 
the  expense  of  the  first  year,  of  peace 
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must  be  admitted  to  equal  those  of  the 
last  year  of  war.  But  there  were  elements 
for  retrenchment  which  a  minister  alive  to 
the  interests  of  his  countiy  would  lay  bold 
of.  These  had  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
been  pointed  out  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Tierney),  who,  in  a  manner  that 
must  flash  conviction  on  every  mind,  had, 
item  by  item,  showed  that  instead  of  being 
lessened  they  were  increased.  No  symp- 
toms whatever  of  a  voluntary  nature  were 
ahown  by  government  for  any  retrench- 
ment. Government  now  stood  in  the 
situation  of  men  on  their  trial.  Clamour, 
an  ignorant  impatience  for  relaxation  from 
taxation,  and  a  thousand  similar  motives 
bad  been  applied  to  the  people  for  ex- 
pressing their  detestation  of  tne  policy  of 
ministers.  But  he  called  on  gentlemen  in 
that  House,  whose  minds  were  unfettered 
by  prejudice,  he  called  on  them  in  con- 
science to  sav,  whether  they  could  believe 
ministen  baa  ever  one  serious  thought  of 
retrenchment  had  it  not  been  for  this  cla- 
mour, this  **  ignorant  impatience  [Loud 
cheers]  ."—He  would  tell  Uic  noble  lord 
that  that  daraour  had  compelled  him  to 
do  hu  duty  so  far,  and  might  iierliaps,  if 
he  did  not  take  care,  clamour  him  out  of 
office  [Cheers].  A  very  nice  distinction 
had  Imn  made  between  clamour  out  of 
doors  and  clamour  within  door.  To  the 
latter  of  these  he  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  and  he  would  ask,  what 
did  they  think  it  meant?  Why,  it  was 
simply  this.  Had  the  members  who  pre- 
sented petitions — or  rather  the  remon- 
strances of  ignorant  impatience— to  the 
House,  ushered  them  quietly,  with  all  that 
suavity  and  smoothness  so  happily  prac- 
tised on  the  opposite  side,  there  would 
have  been  no  clamour.  But  because  they 
did,  in  a  manlv,  constitutional  manner, 
scorn  to  abandon  their  duty,— because 
they  had  introduced  the  clamours  of  the 
people,  excited  by  the  dereliction  of  the 
ministers  from  their  fidelity — because  they 
had  often  made  these  walls  to  re-echo 
with  their  determined  opposition  to  tlie 
attempts  made  to  press  down  a  people  al- 
ready worn  out,  they  were  charged  by  the 
noble  lord  with  making  a  clamour.  The 
people  had,  however,  assembled  and  as- 
serted their  rights;  they  had  expressed 
their  abhorrence  of  a  most  detestable,  un- 
just, and  inquisitorial  tax;  they  had  de- 
clared their  indignation  at  the  attempt  of 
the  government  to  cover  the  soil  of  tlic 
countrv  with  armies  ; — in  a  word,  they 
had  called  loudly  and  unanimously  for  re- 
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trcnchment  and  economy ;  and  the  mem- 
bers of  that  House  would  grossly  abandsa 
their  duty,  if  they  did  not  attend  to  the 
voices  of  their  constituents.  Thia  mUit 
be  clamour  in  the  opinion  of  the  nook 
lord,  but  let  the  country  gentlemen  le- 
member,  that  it  was  in  consequence  of 
these  sentiments  re-echoed  through  the 
country,  that  any  tiling  had  been  obuinei 
The  people  had  put  their  representativa 
on  their  trial,  and  the  House  had  beea 
electrified.  The  noble  lord  and  hia  csl* 
leagues  were  doubtless  alarmed  at  theis 
proceedings ;  but  there  was  a  general  ov 
for  retrenchment  and  economy  which 
could  not  be  put  down.  The  noUe  lord 
might  attempt  it,  but  the  result  of  hii  ex- 
periment would  be,  that  the  Yoice  of  the 
people  would  be  raised  more  loudly,  and 
they  would  very  soon  put  down  hmi  and 
hu  colleagues  [Loud  and  repeated  chc«r« 

Xord  Castlereagh  said, .  that  no  one 
could  possibly  feel  more  than  he  ^d,  the 
importance  of  the  great  auestion  of  puUie 
economy,  nor  was  more  dispoaed  to  admh 
that  it  was  a  question  which  must  be  ulti- 
mately determined  by  the  public  Toioe  of 
the  country,  and  by  the  independent  aenss 
of  parliament.  He  certainly  had  never 
presumed  to  denominate  that  public  Toioe, 
or  that  independent  sentiment  of  parlia- 
ment, as  clamour ;  but  he  did  consider  as 
clamour,  and  nothing  better  than  clamour, 
the  attempt  to  set  up  the  dictum  of  the 
other  side  of  the  House  as  the  standard  or 
those  measures  which  the  govcmmeut 
might  view  as  wise  and  proper  to  be 
adopted.  He  was  always  ready  to  defer 
to  the  opinion  of  Parliament,  because  he 
knew  that  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so  both  as 
a  minister  of  the  Crown  and  as  a  member 
of  that  House ;  but  he  should  think  he 
completely  failed  in  that  duty  if  he  yielded 
merely  to  the  systematic  opposition  of  the 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite ;  for  he  was  suf- 
ficiently convinced,  that  let  the  govern- 
ment propose  whatever  it  might,  they 
would  resist  it  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a 
triumph  [Hear,  hear  !].  A  proof  of  that 
disposition  had  been  conspicuously  mani- 
fested in  the  very  estimates  which  were 
now  under  consideration.  What  was  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  on 
the  first  night  of  their  being  discussed? 
<<  Listen  to  me,''  he  exclaimed,  «<  and  I 
will  show  you  a  primi  facie  case,  sufficient 
to  justify  every  suspicion  of  the  extrava- 
gant intentions  of  government,  sufficient 
to  refuse  going  into  a  committee  at  all  up- 
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on  the  ettimatn  as  pniposecl,  and  to  insist 
upon  their  being  tent  back  for  reconside- 
ration.'' And  what  was  the  result  of  that 
primifacU  case  thus  pompously  announc- 
ed? In  the  first  place^  if  taken  upon 
the  broad  ground,  it  had  nothing  whatever 
of  troth  in  it ;  and  in  the  second  place,  if 
taken  upon  the  narrow  ground,  it  negativ- 
ed tlie  right  hon.  gentleman's  own  conclu- 
sion, W  hat  was  the  amount  of  his  argu- 
ment? That  because  no  reduction  ap- 
peared in  the  first  year  of  peace,  there  was 
therefore  a  prim&Jfacie  case  against  minis- 
ters, which  ought  to  make  that  House  re- 
fuse going  into  any  committee.  The  go- 
vernment was  not  even  to  be  permitted  to 
be  heard  in  its  own  defence,  and  all  the 
ordinary  forms  of  parliament  were  to  be 
abandoned.  Nothmg  would  satisfy  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  out  carrying  the  war 
at  once  into  the  enemy's  quarters ;  now, 
howev^,  his  tone  was  quite  altered,  and 
all  his  lofty  vehemence  bad  subsided  into 

fentle  moderation.  To  have  supported 
b  primdjacie  case,  he  ought  to  have  been 
able  to  prove,  that  in  the  first  year  of  peace 
there  was  always  a  great  reduction  in  the 
expenditure  of  that  particular  department; 
but  as  he  could  do  no  such  thihg,  he  now 
retired  from  the  combat,  and  was  forced 
to  confess  that  he  had  made  out  no  primd 
Jacie  case  at  all.  The  fact  was,  that  such 
a  principle  as  had  been  assumed  bv  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  not  be  K)und 
in  any  period  of  our  history ;  for  there 
was  no  instance  where  the  charge  had 
been  less  during  the  first  year  of  peace 
than  it  was  during  the  last  year  or  war. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman's  argument  was 
therefore  completely  knocked  on  the  head ; 
and  from  the  tactics  pursued  on  that  occa- 
sion, he  could  be  at  no  loss  to  judge  of  the 
sort  of  issue  which  would  result  from  tak- 
ing the  dictum  and  clamour  of  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  House,  as  the  guide  for 
regulating  the  measures  of  government 
[Hear,  hear!]. — He  should  now  address 
himself  to  the  observations  which  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man whospoke  last,  andhe  could  assure  him 
that  he  always  felt  the  greatest  respect  and 
deference  for  his  arffuments  on  every  oc- 
casion. The  hon.  and  learned  member  had 
made  two  parties  in  the  question,  and  he 
should  first  of  all  examine  whetiber  the  hon. 
member  for  Wiltshue,  or  those  who  voted 
with  the  government  upon  his  motion,  had 
any  right  to  complain  of  its  conduct. 
What  was  the  course  pursued  by  that  hon. 
member?    He  brought  forward  a  propo- 


sition for  economy,  which  affected,  not 
the  service  at  large,  but  went  only  to  the 
consideration  of  the  salaries  of  the  secre- 
taries to  the  admiralty.  He  (lord  Castle^ 
reagh^  marked  the  distinction,  and  urged 
it  to  tne  House,  observing,  that  they  were 
not  then  discussing  the  great  principles  of 
economy  and  retrenchment,  but  merely  a 
single  case.  He  took  the  question  merely 
as  it  had  been  presented  to  parliament  by 
the  hon.  member  himself,  not,  probably, 
from  his  own  discretion,  for  he  doubtless 
derived  much  assistance,  and  much  learn* 
ing  upon  the  subject,  from  the  wise  and, 
luminous  sources  of  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  [Hear,  hear!].  At  all  events,  he 
certainly  could  not  think  that  the  hon. 
member,  or  any  who  voted  on  that  nighty 
had  just  reason  to  complain  of  ministers, 
for  they  were  willing  to  admit  the  very 
principles  which  had  been  laid  down, 
namely  that  the  order  in  council  should 
apply  to  the  secretaries  of  the  admiralty^ 
but  not  to  the  clerks.  Of  the  wisdom  and 
humanity  of  that  distinction  he  still  enter- 
tained precisely  the  same  opinion ;  for  it 
would  be  most  unjust  to  reduce  those  to  a 
state  of  destitution  who  had  meritoriously 
devoted  their  timeand labour  for  thepublic 
service.  What  was  the  course,  however, 
which  he  (lord  Castlereagh)  pursued  on 
that  occasion  ?  Did  he  call  upon  the 
House  to  negative  the  motion  ?  No— he 
merely  said,  that  whatever  opinion  the 
House  might  entertain  upon  the  subject, 
it  should  be  in  a  committee  that  that  opi- 
nion should  be  allowed  to  have  its  efiect, 
and  not  on  the  discussion  upon  the  mo« 
tion.  He  stated,  without  hesitation,  that 
there  existed  no  disposition  on  the  part 
of  government  to  maintain  those  salaries 
upon  a  higher  scale  in  time  of  peace,  if 
the  sentiments  of  the  Hou)»e  should  appear 
to  be  decidedly  against  it.  He  did,  now* 
ever,  observe  a  disposition  to  confine  those 
two  offices  exclusively  within  the  regula* 
tions  established  by  the  order  in  council 
in  1800,  and  to  that  disposition  thus  mani- 
fested, the  government  yielded.  He  was 
justified  in  concluding,  therefore,  that 
every  one  who  voted  upon  that  motion^ 
voted  upon  the  grounos  which  he  had 
stated ;  nay,  even  the  hon.  gentlemen  op- 
posite seemed  to  concur  in^  the  proprietor 
of those 
that  no  one 
ters  that 

than  because  the  proceeding  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Wiltshire  was  irregular,  and 
because  the  committee  was  the  proper 
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place  for  eotering  into  all  the  neceisar}' 
deUill.  Under  thoie  circumntancea,  he 
could  not  but  think  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  who  upokc  last,  had  lent 
hinuelf  a  little  to  the  point  of  impreuion 
rather  than  to  ihe  point  of  argument,  and 
had  endeavoured  to  drair  conclusiont 
from  the  iuue  of  that  night's  diwuuion, 
which  the  facts  connected  with  the  diicut^ 
sion  would  not  warrant. — Witli  retpect 
the  general  quealion,  he  «-as  certainly  ot' 
opinion  that  the  principle  of  instructing 
the  committee  not  to  admit  any  modifica-' 
tlona  of  aalariet,  wai  one  too  narrow  and 
limited  to  be  acted  upon  with  any  beneS* 
cial  eSecta  to  the  country.  Ecotramy  and 
retrenchment  were,  he  well  knew,  of  the 
utmost  imporEancc  at  the  present  moment; 
the  lituation  of  the  country  required  thai 
they  ahould  be  carried  to  every  practica- 
ble extent,  consiitently  with  the  solid  and 
■ubitantia]  interests  of  the  state  ;  and  the 
government,  he  would  repeat,  were  aa 
anxious  to  accomplish  those  great  objects, 
as  the  people  could  be  to  see  them  ac 
complished;  but  in  proceeding  with  this 
measure  it  was  necessary  to  take  care  that 
ther  did  not  enforce  principles  which, 
with  an  apparent  character  of  propriety, 
would,  in  net,  be  injurious  to  the  best  in< 
teresti  of  the  public  ccr\-ice. 

Mr.  Methuen  intreated  the  House  to 
consider,  wlielher  the  noble  lord  and  liis 
colleagues  had  not  been  guilty  of  tlie 
greatest  extravagance  in  increasing  the 
salaries  of  clerks  at  this  mom<;iit.  The 
Qoble  lord  had  often  accused  the  gentle- 
men  opposite  of  making  two  parlicK  in  tlic 
House ;  but  it  was  the  noble  lord  who  woe 
making  two  parties,  and  putting  the  coun- 
try entirely  out  of  the  qucstiun.  The  no- 
ble lord  had  lung  accustomed  himself  to  a 
very  high  tone  ;  but  he  would  not  be  put 
down,  and  he  hoped  that  jio  other  mem- 
ber would  suffer  himself  to  be  put  down 
by  the  taunts  of  the  noble  lortl.  As  to 
hit  motion  on  a  former  night,  it  might  not 
have  been  extensive  enough,  but  it  did  not 
justify  his  majesty's  government  in  in- 
creasing the  salaries  of  these  clerks  [Hear, 
hear!]. 

Mr.  Pomonbi/  said,  that  the  ituhlu  lord 
now  found  a  great  imperfection  in  that 
motion,  but  he  had  disliked  it  as  much 
when  it  iras  coiifined  to  the  secretary  of 
the  admiral tj-.  It  nas  dillicult  to  know 
what  Ihe  noble  lord  meant;  but  it  was 
evident  that  he  wished  to  deiiy  the  House 
time  to  consider  the  subject. 

Mr.  Tieniey  th:o  withdrew  hi^  amccd- 
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ment,  for  the  purpose  of  giving    way  la 
Mr.  BankdB*  motion. 

A   division   then    took    place    on  Mr. 

Bankes'   motion.    That  the   chairman  be 

directed    to    report    progress,    and    ask 

leave  to  sit  again.     The  numbers  were : 

For  Mr,  Bankes'i  Amendment      S5 

Against  it  IG3 

Majority — 7S 

Zitri  of  the  Minorittf. 
Ahercrombie,  hon.  J.    Lloyd,  .T.  M. 
Baring,  Alex.  Lvt'telton,  lion.  W. 

Bankes,  Henry  Markhain,  admirot 

Babingiun,  Tbo.  Marrvat,  Joseph 

Baillie.J.  E.  Mrihucn,  Paul 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G.  AEorland,  S.  B. 

Birch,  Joseph  Klaitland,  boa.  A. 

Brand,  hon.T.  Molyneux,  H.  H. 
Brougham,  11.  Martin,  Heniy 

UiTliFun,  Joseph  F.        Martin,  .Tohn* 

Calley,  Thos.  Moore,  Pclcr 

Calveii,  Nic.  Mackintosh,  sir  .T. 

Calvert,  Charles       ■  Newman,  II.  W. 

Carcw,  n.  S.  Newport,  sir  J. 

CauificUl,  hon.  H.  Neville,  hon.  R. 

Campbell,  hon.  J.  Nugent,  lord 

Cavendish,  lord.  G.  Ostiorne,  lord  ¥, 

Calcnilt,  .lohn  OssulstoUrlord 

Campbell,  general  I'almer,  colonel 

Douglas,  bol.  F.  S.  Ponsooby,  rt.  hn.  0. 

Duncannon,  vise.  Plunkett,rl.hn.W.t 

Dundas,  Charles  Prittie, hon.  F.  A. 

Fdlison,  Cuthhrrt  Russell,  lord  W. 

Forbfs,  Charles  Bamsiten,  J.  C. 

Vinlay,  Kirkniun  Itidlcv,  sir  .M.  W. 

Foikcstnnp,  lord  Uowlov,  sir  \V. 

Fitvgeraid,  lunl.  \\.  Koniiliv,  sir  N 

Feritusoii,  sii-  It.  C.  Sebright,  sir  J . 

Fitzroy,  lord  ,1.  hiuvtn,  .1.  11. 

(Jonlon,  itoM.  Suiilh,  Joliii 

Grcnlbll,  Wt&Mi.  Smitli,  W. 

Guise,  sir  Wm.  Stanley,  lord 

Orant,  John  1".  'ricnicy,  rt.  fmu.  (;. 

Hiishcj,  W.  L.  'I'remaync,  Jolm  il 

Hamilton,  sir  H.  U.  Vernon,  Or.tnvilk 

Heron,  itr  Uobtrl  Vyte,  U.  \V,  11. 

Hornby,  K.  Warre,  John  A. 

King,  sir  J.  D.  Weilcrn,  Ch.  C. 

Knus,  Thos.  Wilkins,  Wultcr 

Leader,  Wm.  Waldt  ;;riivo,  hon.  C". 

LcsUr,  B.  I,.  «  yiiiil'C.  \V. 
Litnibton,  John  '       Tiirt.KB. 

U-tovre,  C.  S.  Frernantle,  Wm. 
Leniin,  sir  Wm. 

On  the  original  question  being  put- 
Mr,  Baring  argued  against  ihe  allow- 
ances proposed  for  the  payniiisicr  of  the 
marines,  ihe  pajiuaster  oV  ividows  pen- 
sions iim!  tlie  in.<[)cctor  of  telegraplm,  all 
these  buiug  offices,  which  at  present  he 
conceived  totally  useless,  bei'aii..e  all  ilk- 
duties  os.^igncd  to  them  citliev  closed  wiih 
the  peace,  or  might  be  performed  by  oihei 
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departments  irithout  any  expense  to  the 
public.  He  therefore  moved  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  sum  proposed  to  he 
voted  be  57,623/.  I6s,  7d.y  thereby  leaving 
out  the  salaries  of  the  three  officers  above 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Caicrqft  said,  that  he  was  surprised 
to  find  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  de- 
fend those  propositions,  when 

Mr.  Croker  maintained,  that  he  had  laid 
ample  grounds  for  all  the  measures  ob- 
jected to  on  a  former  occasion.  The  of- 
fice of  paymaster  of  marines  had,  since 
the  superabundance  of  the  marine  bar- 
racks was  transferred  to  that  office,  been 
productive  of  a  saving  of  20,000/1  to  the 
public,  and  there  was  in  these  very  esti- 
mates a  proposition  for  a  grant  of  1700/. 
to  certain  barrack  masters,  as  an  indemnity 
to  them  for  what  they  lost,  in  consequence 
of  the  gain  to  the  public,  through  the  ar- 
rangement  with  respect  to  the  paymaster 
of  marines.  Then,  as  to  the  paymaster 
of  widows  pensions,  it  was  an  office  of 
great  responsibility.  Indeed  both  were 
offices  of  considerable  responsibility,  the 
security  for  the  former  being  1 0,000/. 
while  that  for  the  latter  was  20,000/. 
The  allowance  to  the  inspector  of  tele- 
graphs would  not  be  in  the  whole  abso- 
lutely required,  as  it  was  expected  that 
the  office  would  cease  in  two  or  three 
months,  and  of  course  the  surplus  of  the 
grant  would  be  applied  to  the  public  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Caicrqft  concluded,  that  the  pay- 
master of  the  marines  had  at  no  time,  es- 
pecially at  present,  any  duty  to  perform 
which  might  not  be  as  well  executed  by 
the  paymaster  of  the  navy,  as  had  some 
years  ago  been  proposed  by  a  committee 
of  that  House,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  navy.  But  even  if 
the  contrary  were  held,  still  he  could  see 
no  reason  why  the  salary  of  this  officer 
should  be  a^  much  now,  when  he  had  only 
9000  marines  to  pay,  as  when  he  had  to 
attend  to  33,000  men  in  time  of  war.  In- 
deed, in  a  short  time  the  marines  were  to 
be  reduced  to  6000.  The  maintenance, 
then,  of  such  an  office  could,  in  his  mind, 
proceed  only  from  a  love  of  patronage, 
and  an  indifference  to  that  economy  which 
ministers  were  so  loud  in  professing, 
merely  with  a  view  to  gull  the  public.  As 
to  the  paymaster  of  widows  pensions,  he 
could  not  conceive  the  ground  upon  which 
such  an  office  was  maintained  in  the  navy 
afler  a  similar  office  had  been  abandoned 
in  the  army  as  unnecessarv.     H«  .con- 
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eluded  with  observing,  that  no  more 
should  be  voted  for  the  inspector  of  tele* 
graphs  than  was  likely  to  be  required, 
and  surely  ministers  could  calculate  when 
this  officer  would  be  able  to  wind  up  hit 
accounts. 

Sir  G.  Warrender  contended,  that  at 
the  paymaster  of  the  marines  had  taken 
upon  himself  the  duty  of  inspecting  the 
barracks,  if  his  office  should  he  abolished, 
another  must  he  created  for  the  latter 
purpose.  As  to  the  paymaster  of  widows 
pensions,  it  was  not  the  amount  of  the 
sum,  but  the  number  of  persons  to  whom 
it  was  to  be  doled  out,  and  the  security 
which  he  was  to  give,  which  ought  to  Dt 
considered. 

Mr.  Rose  snid,  that  the  question  had 
been  put  to  him  whether  the  duties  oT  the 
paymaster  of  the  marines  could  not  be 
performed  by  tlie  treasurer  of  the  navy, 
and  that  he  had  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive. But  the  commissioners  of  the  navy 
were  of  a  different  opinion.  They  urged 
that  there  was  no  room,  and  that  the  ar« 
rangement  would  produce  confusion  and 
but  a  very  small  saving.  These  reasoni 
had  prevailed  with  the  admiralty. 

Mr.  Wynn  considered  that  the  nsht 
hon.  member's  statement,  that  an  office 
might  be  abolished,  and  1000/.  per  annum 
saved,  was  of  the  hishest  possiole  autho- 
rity. He  thought,  also,  that  the  duties  of 
paymaster  of  widows  pensions  might  be 
performed  by  the  treasurer  of  the  navy. 
He  took  the  present  opportunity  of  asking 
for  some  explanation  as  to  an  increase  of 
2,000/.  per  annum,  since  181 3^  for  parish 
duties;  and  made  some  remarks  on  the 
office  of  vice-admiral  of  Scotland.  As 
the  act  of  union  stipulated  for  the  office^ 
but  said  nothing  about  any  salary,  and  as 
the  office  was  a  sinecure,  he  thought  the 
honour  of  bearing  it  a  sufficient  recora« 
pence.  He  should  only  add,  that  it  had 
been  a  subject  of  triumph  on  the  other 
side,  that  his  right  hon.  friend  had  not 
contrasted  the  estimates  of  1802  with  180S; 
but  independently  that  the  period  alluded 
to  was  a  time  of  hollow  truce  rather  than 
of  peace,  he  would  observe,  that  the  esta- 
blishment for  the  navy  at  three  different 
periods  of  1802  was  125,000,  88,000,  and 
70,000,  men ;  now  it  was  33,000,  and  yet 
the  expense  of  the  admiralty  was  to  ex- 
ceed t4at  of  1802. 

Mr.  Croker  wished  the  hon.  gentleman 
to  look  at  the  paper  laid  before  the  House 
m  1813,  and  he  would  see  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  transfer  the  office  of  tfae  pay* 
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master  of  tlio  marines  into  that  of  treasurer 
of  the  navy,  without  making  the  latter  ac- 
counUnt  to  liitnself. 

Lord  Fulkeiiime  aaiJ,  thai  if  n  sum  were 
now  to  be  voted  for  thu  iiupeclor  of  Icle- 
grsphs,  who  must  be  reduced  in  five 
montlis,  the  House  had  better  vote  for  any 
demand  in  gross,  and  then  leave  it  to  minis- 
ters to  say — "  You  have  voted  so  much, 
and  we  hove  now  tg  show  the  amount  of 
our  Baviog."  If  the  House  toted  the  500?, 
per  annum,  how  did  they  know  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  would  be  applied  I  Vet- 
haps  the  oflicc  would  be  continued.  How- 
ever small  the  sum  might  appear  in  a 
question  of  6nance,  yet  the  principle  on 
which  it  was  demanded  was  most  alarming, 
and  required  serious  c on »id oration. 

Lord  Casllereagh  asked  if  the  noble  lord 
conceived  it  possible  for  government  to 
say  prophelically  on  what  precise  day  an 
employment  should  be  given  up  f  If  no 
discretion  whatever  was  to  be  intrusted 
to  them,  the  country  had  better  di 
the  administruiiuEi  at  once.  It  was 
the  salary  of  this  office  would  be  saved  the 
moment  it  was  abolished. 

Mr.  Bating  said,  Ihnt  very  few  indlvi- 
doals  in  the  country  would  nlnee  any  con- 
fidence in  the  economy  of  hia  majesty's 
ministers  1  but,  at  all  events,  the  Houge 
miffht  make  what  objections  it  thought  fit; 
ana  as  it  was  not  staled  when  the  tele- 
graphs would  be  reduced,  it  was  only  left 
for  tiim  to  vote  agaiost  them  generally. 

Mr.  Feseif  Ftttgeratd  deprecated  the 
language  made  use  of  by  an  hon.  member, 
that  annisters  spoke  ^f  ccuoomy  onlj'  to 
gull  the  people.  He,  fur  his  own  part, 
was  content  to  be  judged  by  the  same  tri- 
bunal to  whidi  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
fide  so  often  appealed. 

Mr.  -CalcraJ't  explained,  and  repeated 
hii  former  statement. 

Mr.  riVrf/e^  proteated  against  voting  a 
sum  of  money  which  it  ws;  confessed 
would  not  be  wanted.  We  were  now  in  n 
season  of  peace,  and  the  telegraphs  might 
be  put  an  end  to  immediately.  The  ad- 
miralty said    they  could 


Prince  Cobour^t  Naturalitation  BiU.  [060 
tliis.  Official  papers  stated  t1k»t  U  migbt 
be  abolished  in  ISIS.u  time  of  war;  imi 
an  experienced  treasurer  of  the  D*»J 
acceded  tn  this.  Some  lechiucsd  obj*& 
tions  had  been  made,  but  we  were  now  is 
a  season  of  peace.  Gentlemen  opmaiit 
had  nothing  to  set  up  but  the  dtfHcullj  rf 
arranging  public  accounts  :  one  abort  act 
of  parliament  would  get  rid  of  all  ttiilj 
and.  un-kkillud  as  he  was  in  techaical  fomi, 
he  would  undertake  to  frame  such  an  id 
lumsetf.  The  salary  of  the  paymaatertf 
marines,  in  the  last  peace,  was  600^:  ui 
if  the  office  was  retained  now,  it  m 
mockery  to  talk  of  economy.  The  mc» 
tary  Qf  the  admiralty  had  oftered  to  doik 
work  for  nothing,  and  ministers  r«fuNi 
This  was  the  seond  day  that  o^ra  lowcil 
for  nothing  hod  been  rejected  I 

Lord  Castlereagh  »Hid,  that  gowenunent 
could  have  no  motive  for  coniinuing  iha 
charge  of  500^.  hut  because  they  coaU 
not  slate  the  precise  day  on  wbich  tt  miEbt 
be  expected  to  cease.  Tfie  right  boa. 
eenlleinan,  however,  bad  attacked  tiMI, 
as  he  attacked  every  thing  in  wliat  Xt 
conceived  to  be  his  duly ;  but  whether  bii 
opposition  was  in  the  spirit  of  duly  or  ihi 
spirit  of  discussion,  there  seemed  to  bet 
tort  of  spell  upon  him,  for  be  was  never 
right  in  any  one  point. 

Mr.  PoiUQubjf  urged  the  atrong  necct* 
sity  of  that  Biile  of  the  Houae  contimung 
laboriously  active  througho'it  the  sessioo. 
in  watching  every  item  of  the  public  ei- 
pcnditure. 

The  House  then  divided  upon  the 
amendment,  when  the  numbers  were, 
Yeas,  SB  :  Noes,  lit.  The  original  reso- 
lution was  then  agreed  to.  Auer  which 
the  chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 
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Thandaij,  March  28. 
Prince  op  Cobqurg's  Natuhaliza- 
ON  Bill.]     The  royal  asseot  was  de- 
clared by  commission  to  the  bill  for  exhi- 
biting a  Bill  in  the  present  session  of  par- 


exact  day,  but  would  render  an  account  !  liament  (notwithstanding  the  operation  of 
afierwards.  He  would  ask  what  became  1  certain  acts,  which  prescribe  certain  pre- 
of  all  the  money  that  had  been  voted  for    liminary  forms)   for  the  naturalization  of 


the  navy  last  ycar^    a  large 


his  serene  highness  prince  Leopold  George 


iiave  been  saved.     But  did  the  admiralty  {  Frederick    of  Cuhourg  Saalfeld,    and  to 
say  that  the  telegraphs  might  not  be  re-  |  settle  the  order  of  his  precedency.     After 


duced  in  three  monlhs?  With  respect 
the  paymaster  of  marines,  |if  ever  [there 
was  a  case  on  which  the  public  must  form 
a  fitnutge  idea  of  their  euonomy,  i(  was 


which,  a  bill  for  the  naturalizing  of  bis 
serene  highness  was  brought  up  from  the 
Commons,  by  the  chancellor  of  the  cxcJie- 
^uer,  attended  by  sevenU  memben,  wtudt 
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on  the  motion  of  the  earl  of  Westmore- 
land (dll  the  releyant  standing  and  other 
orders  being  continued  in  suspension) 
forthwith  was  passed  through  all  its  stages, 
and  a  message  ordered,  to  acquaint  the 
Commons  therewith. 
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Leather  Tax.]  Mr.  Mart  Davis 
observed,  that  he  had  received  several 
letters  from  persons  concerned  in  the 
leather  trade  at  Bristol,  statin^^,  that  in 
consequence  of  a  rumour  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer to  propose  the  repeal  of  the  leather 
tax,  the  leather  trade  was  at  a  stand; 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
€uk  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whether  this 
rumour  had  any  foundation  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re- 
plied, that  he  had  no  difficulty  in  stating, 
for  the  information  of  his  hon.  friend  and 
others,  that  his  Majesty's  government  had 
no  such  intention  as  that  alluded  to ;  for 
upon  the  best  consideration  it  was  felt, 
that  whether  the  leather  tax  was  injurioui 
or  not  at  the  time  it  was  imposed,  it  could 
not  now  be  repealed  without  great  incon- 
venience. 

Lotteries.]  Mr.  Thompson  moved, 
**  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House, 
the  name  and  salary  of  each  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  Lottery,  and  the  name 
and  salary  of  each  of  the  secretaries  and 
clerks,  and  of  every  other  person  in  town 
and  country  employed  under  the  govern- 
ment in  conducting  the  business  of  the 
lottery  in  the  years  1814?  and  1815.** 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
no  objection  to  the  motion.  He  said,  he 
was  not  aware  that  government  employed 
any  persons  in  the  country  upon  the  busi- 
ness of  the  lottery,  whatever  the  contrac- 
tors might  do. 

Mr.  Thompson  observed,  that  commis- 
sioners calling  themselves  government 
ajgents  connected  with  the  lottery  were 
spread  all  over  thie  country.  Tliis  he  knew 
to  be  the  case,  and  that  such  commis- 
sioners or  agents  were  in  the  habit  at 
times  of  attending  in  London  for  only  a 
few  days  during  the  drawing  of  the  lottery. 
This  indeed  he  had  himself  heard  from  an 
attorney  near  Hull,  who  described  himself 
as  a  commissioner  of  the  lottery,  and  who 
said  that  he  only  attended  in  London  a 
few  days  in  eadi  year,  observing  that 


they^(tho  commissioners)  alternately  re- 
lieved each  other.  This  beipg  the  ftct. 
he  required  to  know  the  names  of  aS 
those  commissioners  and  agents,  together 
with  their  salaries. 

Mr.  Lyttelton  took  that  opportunity  of* 
expressing  his  decided  objection  to  the 
principle  of  raising  money  by  lottery.  An 
non.  friend  of  his,  now  no  more  (Mr. 
Whitbread),  whose  solicitude  for  every 
principle  connected  with  public  and  pn« 
vate  morality  was  proverbial,  had  express- 
ed a  hope,  that  however  the  country 
might  endure  such  a  system  of  raising 
money  during  war,  it  would  not  be  tole- 
rated upon  the  return  of  peace.  That 
peace  being  now  concluded,  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  resist  the  continuance 
of  that  system ;  for  he  never  could  be 
reconciled,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining 200,000/.  a  year,  to  tolerate  a 
measure  so  injurious  to  the  morals  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Bennet  cordially  concurred  in  the 
views  of  his  hon.  friend ;  for  after  ample 
inquiry  upon  the  subject  (and  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  he  had  taken  consi- 
derable pains  to  ascertain  facts),  he  felt  the 
fullest  conviction,  that  no  pecuniary  consi- 
deration should  reconcile  parliament  to  the 
existence  of  a  measure  so  peculiarly  cal- 
culated, as  the  system  of  the  lottery  in  all 
its  branches  was,  to  debauch  the  morals 
and  corrupt  the  ch&racter  of  the  country 
—to  spread  mischief  and  misery  through 
every  town,  village,  and  hamlet.  He  knew, 
the  baneful  effects  of  this  abominable 
system,  and  he  hoped  that  the  benevo- 
lence and  wisdom  of  parliament  would 
soon  put  an  end  to  its  existence. 

Mr.  M.  A*  Taylor  said,  that  many  yeari 
ago  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  bring  this  subject 
before  the  House,  and  he  remembered 
that  the  lottery  bill  would  have  been  lost, 
if  it  were  not  for  the  commencement  of 
the  war.  Having  been  chairman  .of  a 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
effects  of  the  lottery,  he  could  testify  to 
its  baneful  operation ;  and  to  that  report 
he  would  refer  those  who  entertained 
doubts  upon  the  subject.  Upon  examin- 
ing that  report,  he  was  convinced  that 
every  man  of  feeling  and  consideration 
would  concur  with  him  as  to  the  propriety 
of  abolishing  lotteries.  Indeed,  when  Mr. 
Pitt  concluded  for  the  lottery  after  this 
report  was  presented,  he  recommended 
the  commissioners  to  consult  him  (Mr. 
T.)  as  to  the  means  of  remedying  the 
ew  described  in  that  report.    He  felt  it 
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liewDvcr  in^poFsiblc  to  devise  any  efTectual 
remedy ;  but  he  suggested  that  if  the  lot- 
tery were  drawn  within  two  or  three  days, 
the  evil  might  be  somewhat  reduced.  That 
suggestion  was  attended  lo,  but  (he  main 
eril  still  remained,  and  would  remain, 
while  the  system  of  lotteries  was  allowed 
to  exist.  But  as  to  the  motion  before  the 
House,  he  thought  it  just  to  remark,  that 
the  salary  allowed  to  any  comoiiasioner  or 
other  aecnt  employed  by  government  on 
the  biuinesB  of  the  lottery,  was  too  tritiing 
lo  induce  such  officer  to  reside  in  town. 
Kefthcr  could  he  think  it  necessary  to 
iuforce  such  residence ;  nor  could  he,  with 
ttll  Ills  solicitude  for  economy,  approve  of 
the  abolition  of  any  oftliose  offices,  with- 
out granting  aome  compeusatioa  to  the 
officers. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

pRtXCE  OP  COBOURO'S  NATORALIZA- 

TiON  Bill.]  The  C/iancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer,  after  adverting  to  the  feelings 
expressed  on  both  sides  of  the  House  with 
respect  to  the  llUistrious  personage  to 
whom  his  mnlion  referred,  and  the  unani- 
mity with  which  a  liberal  provision  for 
that  prince  was  acceded  to,  moved,  "  Tliat 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
>J{ituralization  of  liis  serene  hlchoesB 
l^opold  George  Frederick,  duke  ofSaxc, 
margrave  of  Meissen,  landgrave  of  Thur- 
inguen,  prince  of  Cobourg  of  Saalfeld, 
sntl  iettlinc  his  precedency." 

The  bill  was  then  brought  in ;  and, 
being  read  a  first  and  second  time,  went 
through  a  committee  of  the  whole  House. 
The  report  was  brought  up  and  agreed 
to ;  the  bill  was  read  a  tliird  time  and 
nossedt  and  ordered  to  be  carried  to  tlie 
lords  by  the  chancellor  of  the  excheijuer 
and  other  members. 

Petitions  resj-ectino  Acricui-tu- 
RAL  DisTHESs,  &c.]  Mr.  A/p(Aur/i  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  considerable  length 
from  the  president,  vice-presidents,  and 
membera  of  the  Wiltshire  agricultural 
society  and  other  land-owners,  complain- 
ingofdgricultural  Distresses  andof  foreign 
importations  of  corn.  They  slated,  that 
if  ever  there  was  a  time  which  called  for 

Rublic  economy,  it  was  the  present.  Mr. 
lethucn  said  lie  felt  much  satielaction  in 
presenting  this  petition  from  so  highly 
respectabl','  a  body,  and  which  waa  not 
couched  in  wanton  or  presumptuous  lan- 
Ruage.  The  gentry  and  yeomanry  who 
Kiui  ^^ed   it  bad.  d^tin^uiihed   theoi- 


Gordvn  added  his  testimony  to  the 
great  respectability  of  the  petiiiotierB.  Ht 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  tlie  via- 
president  of  the  board  of  trade,  who,  b( 
understood,  intended  to  bring  ia  a  bill 
respecting  the  duties  upon  butter.  Tbt 
interests  of  the  petitioners  were  mudi  ' 
connected  with  the  makiitg  of  cheat.  ' 
Tbe  interests  of  butter  and  cheese  lud  ' 
hitlierto  been  always  considered  Logeihe, 
and  ly  saw  no  reason  for  separating  thai 
now. 

Mr.  Robinson  said,  that  as  they  wen 
about  to  go  into  a  committee  on  tbe 
general  interests  of  agriculture,  he  did 
not  see  the  necessity  of  entering  into 
the  subject  on  the  receiving  ofs  petilioit: 
but  he  meant  to  show  no  inattention  « 
indifference  to  the  matter  of  the  petition. 

Colonel  IVood  presented  a  petition  from 
the  county  of  Brecon,  which  waa  sigoed 
by  almost  all  the  resident  gentry  of  that 
county.  The  petitioners  complained  of 
the  great  distress  which  they  laboured 
under  from  the  unexampled  depressioo 
in  the  price  of  agricultural  produce-  Thej 
prayed  also  against  the  clsuce  in  the 
corn  act,  which  permitted  the  irarehotis- 
ing  of  foreign  corn,  free  of  duty;  they 
earnestly  recommended  to  parliament  the 
absolute  necessity  of  the  strictest  eco- 
nomy in  every  department  of  the  state, 
and  of  the  abolition  of  all  sinecure  and 
useless  offices.  They  also  prayed,  that  if 
it  should  be  necessary  to  raise  a  loan  of 
eight  millions,  the  interest  of  it  might  be 
borrowed  from  the  sinking  fund,  and  no 
new  taxes  be  imposed. 

Mr.  Grenfili  said,  there  waa  a  subject 
mentioned  m  that  petition,  upon  whicli  he 
should  take  the  liberty  of  asking  a  ques< 
tion  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite. He  alluded  to  the  sinking  tuod  : 
and  the  question  he  wished  to  ask  was, 
whether,  in  the  event  of  having  recourse 
to  a  loan,  ministers  were  prepared  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  clause  in  the  26th  of  the 
King,  commonly  called  Mr.  Fox's  clause, 
and  raise  the  money  that  might  be  want- 
ing through  the  medium  of  the  commis- 
sioners ft>r  the  reduction  of  tbe  national 
debt,  instead  of  going  into  tbe  inuney 
market  ?  Unless  that  course  was  adopted, 
he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  submit  a 
propoutioo  to  tbe  Housef  for  Lhc  f  urpoM 
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of  showing  the  great  advantage  which  the 
country  would  receive  from  that  clause 
being  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Cakraji  observed,  that  the  repeated 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  in  that 
House  upon  the  different  petitions  pre- 
sented against  the  property  tax,  was,  he 
firmly  believed,  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  its  ultimate  rejection.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  same  discussion  and 
the  same  attention  would  take  place  with 
regard  to  the  petitions,  which  were  now 
so  thickly  and  so  numerously  pouring 
upon  them,  praying  for  retrenchment  and 
economy.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  in 
that  House  about  economy,  but  very 
little  had  yet  been  done ;  and  he  thought 
they  would  ill  discharge  their  duty  to 
their  constituents,  if  they  neglected  their 
earnest  and  repeated  prayers  upon  the 
liubjcct. 

Sir  Martin  Foulkes  presented  a  petition 
from  the  county  of  Norfolk,  complaining 
of  the  agricultural  distresses  of  the  coun- 
try. It  stated  likewise,  that  the  peti- 
tioners saw  no  necessity  for  maintaining 
so  large  a  military  force  in  time  of  peace, 
or  why  the  most  extensive  reduction 
should  not  now  be  practised.  They  com- 
plained also  of  the  never  ending  excesses 
of  the  civil  list,  and  stated  that  the  old 
English  constitution  and  a  standing  army 
could  never  subsist  together. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Committee  on  the  Distressed 
State  of  Agriculture.]  Mr.  Western 
moved  the  order  of  tlie  day  for  going  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
Distressed  State  of  Agriculture. 

Lord  Lascelles  said  he  had  no  intention 
of  opposing  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair,  but  he  thought  it  might  be  conve- 
nient if  the  hon.  member  would  state,  be- 
fore going  into  the  committee,  what  course 
he  meant  to  pursue  with  respect  to  the 
resolutions  which  had  been  printed.  He 
was  anxious  to  ascertain  what  ulterior 
proceedings  he  intended  to  propose. 

Mr.  Western  observed,  that  the  mode  of 
procedure  would  be  best  settled  in  the 
committee,  though  at  the  same  time  he 
could  have  no  objection  to  state  his  ge- 
neral views  upon  the  subject.  His  own 
opinion  was,  that  in  the  first  instance  they 
should  proceed  upon  a  general  inquiry 
into  the  question,  by  which  means  they 
would  extract  from  the  different  county 
uciembers  and  others  who  represent^  the 


landed  interest,  those  represeotations 
which  would  enable  them  to  judge  of  the 
true  extent  of  the  distresses.  The  House 
would  then  be  better  able  to  judge  what 
remedies  might  be  necessary,  and  each  of 
the  resolutions  could  afterwards  be  con- 
sidered separately. 

Lord  Lascelles  said,  his  reason  for  ask* 
ing  the  question  was,  because  a  conside* 
rable  degree  of  alarm  existed  throughout 
the  country,  upon  the  supposition  that 
parliament  were  ^bout  to  adopt  certain 
resolutions,  upon  which  a  bill  might  after- 
wards be  brought  in,  and  that  bill  being 
of  the  nature  of  a  tax  bill,  it  was  thought 
they  could  not  petition  against  it. 

Mr.  Robinson  observed,  that  he  thought 
the  mode  proposed  by  the  hon.  member, 
was  the  one  most  convenient  for  bringing 
the  subject  fully  and  distinctly  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  The  hon* 
member  could  move  his  first  resolution 
either  with,  or  without  a  prefiitory  speech, 
as  he  might  think  best,  and  thus  the 
whole  question  would  be  open  for  delibe- 
ration. After  that  general  examination 
had  been  gone  through  they  would  then 
dispose  of  the  resolutions  separately. 

The  House  having  accordmgly  resolved 
itself  into  the  committee, 

Mr.  Lyitleton  said,  he  ought  to  apolo- 
gize to  the  committee  for  taking  prece- 
dency of  the  hon.  member  below  him, 
in  ofitering  himself  to  their  attention ;  but 
if  he  did  not  do  so,  he  felt  that  he  should 
neglect  his  duty  to  his  constituents.  He 
alluded  to  the  case  of  the  petition  from 
Worcestershire,  which  had  been  presented 
the  preceding  day,  by  his  noble  colleague 
(lord  Elmley),  at  a  time  when  the  House 
contained  scarcely  any  members,  luid 
when  not  one  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
was  present.  He  was  far  from  imputing 
the  circumstance  to  any  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  lord,  whom  he  did  not 
then  see  in  his  place,  to  deprive  his  con- 
stituents of  the  benefit  of  obtaining  for 
their  petition  a  proper  bearing;  but  the 
practical  e£fect  certainly  was,  to  deprive 
them  of  that  benefit.  He  should  there- 
fore fed  it  his  duty  to  move  that  the  pe- 
tition from  the  county  of  Worcester  be 
again  read.— Tlie  [petition  was  accordincly 
read*  It  comphuned  of  the  difficult^ 
which  the  petitioners  found  to  pay  their 
taxes,  in  consequence  of  the  depreciation 
in  the  value  of  agricultural  property^  and 
of  the  injury  done  to  the  hcmie  grower, 
by  the  importation  of  foreign  com;  it 
prayed  alao  for  the  most  rigid  economy  in 
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the  public  expcnUilurc,  and  complained 
of  ine  laviah  waste  of  money  in  thu  erec- 
tion of  pttblic  works,  under  the  idea  of 
adding  splendour  lo  the  realm ;  bo  expense 
vrhich,  though  it  might  be  (iroper  in  a 
time  of  affluence,  was  most  serjoualy  to  be 
deprecated  in  a  time  of  great  distress  ;  it 
complained  likewise  of  a  large  standing 
army,  the  existence  of  sinecure  offices, 
and  the  perpetual  excesses  in  tbe  civil 
IiBt.~-The  petition  being  read, 

Mr.  WeiUiH  rose,  and  observed,  tbat 
having  already  staled  the  course  of  pro- 
eeeding  which  he  tbou>;ht  it  would  be 
right  to  adopt,  and  having,  on  a  former 
occasion,  entered  at  much  length  into  the 
genural  subject ;  he  bhould  not  now  have 
occasion  to  occupy  any  great  portion  of 
thrirailentinn.  Their  first  consideration 
would  be  directed  to  the  whole  extent 
of  tbe  diificuhies  and  distresses  under 
which  the  agriculiure  of  the  country  la- 
boured; adcgrce  of  distress  and  difficulty, 
irblcb  be  indeed  felt  to  be  excessive,  and 
unparalleled.     Ho    had    endeavoured    to 

that  fact  on  a  former  occasion,  and 

8  persuaded,  that  no  diminution  of 
the  dislreu  had  since  taken  place.  He, 
for  one,  could  not  help  entertaining  a 
very  gloomy  view  of  the  prospect  that 
was  before  us,  and  believing  it  to  be  thus 
gloomy,  be  did  not  think  theie  was  any 
policy  til  withholding  any  communications 
which  could  place  it  fully  before  parlia- 
ment. What  indeed,  must  be  the  situa- 
tion of  a  country  like  this,  when  the  land 
paid  no  rent,  when  the  wages  of  labour 
were  not  equal  to  the  sustenance  of  the 
labourer,  and  when  the  profits  of  agricul- 
tural «tock  were  turned  into  losses  ?  Such, 
hotvcver,  was  the  actual  situation  of  the 
country,  and  which  in  addition,  was  hur- 
thened  with  a  heavy  national  debt,  and  an 
enormous  taxation  to  support  establish- 
ments of  unprecedented  magnitude.  Was 
it  possible,  that  any  one  could  view  that 
situation  without  feeling  something  like 
despondency.'  Ho  would  not  say,  that  he 
absolutely  despaired,  because  he  thought 
the  energies  and  resources  of  the  country, 
were  still  sufficient  to  extricate  it  from  its 
ditiicultieg  if  properly  applied.  They  all 
knew  that  the  rent  of  land,  the  Wflges  of 
labour,  and  the  profits  of  stock,  were  the 
only  sources  from  which  the  revenue  of  a 
country  was  derived;  and  what  therefore, 
had  they  to  look  forward  to  ?  He  earnestly 
called  upon  the  House  to  consider  with 
due  deliberation,  the  real  stale  to  which 
we  were  reduced ;  and  baviiig  aKcrtaitred 


Committee  on  the 
it,  it  would  then  be  for  tlie  wisdom  of 
[larliamcnt  to  consider  what  rcmedyshoutd 
be  applied,  in  order  to  restore  us  lo  our 
former  prosperity,  and  cnabli 
tain  our  present  greatness.  Wliat  were 
the  real  causes  of  our  distress  i  They  were 
to  be  found  in  the  peculiar  difficulties 
which  pervaded  the  agricultural  interest! 
of  tbe  country  within  the  last  two  yean, 
and  which  consequently  extended  to  even 
other  class  of  society.  According  to  hu 
view  of  the  subject,  those  difficulties  ori- 
ginated, in  tbe  first  instance,  troio  a  fall 
in  the  real  value  of  the  products  of  land, 
and  an  accumulated  surplus  of  those  pro- 
ducts beyond  the  demand  for  tlieru.  Tbe 
committee  were  fully  aware,  that  B  very 
small  surplus  beyond  the  demand  had  on 
inevitable  tendency  to  diminish  the  fdIoc 
of  that  surplus,  in  tlie  same  manner  as  a 
small  deficit  below  the  demand  increased 
the  value.  They  had  shown,  as  a  princi- 
pal cause,  tbe  fall  in  the  real  value  of  alt 
the  products  of  the  land,  and  to  that  wai 
superadded  a  fall  in  the  nominal  value  of 
land.  In  this  country  there  was  a  oMl 
extensive  circulating  medium,  and  s  niMt 
abundant  credit  currency,  founded  upofl 
those  products  of  the  land  ;  but  the  latter 
having  diminished  to  half  their  value,  tbe 
credit  currency  had,  in  fact,  wholljr  va- 
nished. The  consequence  Vva,  that  the 
relative  value  of  the  property  rf  indivi- 
duals had  been  completely  altered  :  tbe 
property  belungin;;  to  ihe  holders  of  land 
was  transferred  to  the  holders  of  money, 
from  those,  in  fact,  who  paid  taxes  to 
those  who  received  them.  Such  was  our 
peculiar  situation  at  this  moment.  There 
was  a  time,  however,  when  all  the  agrical- 
tural  classes  were  flourishing:  there  wm 
an  increasing  demand  for  all  the  products 
of  land  :  there  was  an  increasing  abund- 
ance of  our  circulating  medium,  whether 
composed  of  paper  of  the  bank  of  £t^- 
land,  of  the  notes  of  country  banks,  or  o( 
promissory  notes.  The  country  irent  on 
under  that  operation ;  but  as  the  increase 
of  produce  rendered  the  circulatiitg  m^ 
diura  of  less  value,  tbe  agriculturists  wers 
paid  in  a  currency  of  less  value.  He 
should  foHow  up  this  view  of  the  subjet:t 
by  stating,  that  tlie  original  cause  of  tbe 
present  distress  was,  a  fall  in  the  real 
value  of  the  produce  of  land.  That  faU 
had  been  occasioned  by  a  supply  beyond 
the  demand.  The  Houa-  should  endea* 
vour,  tlierefore,  to  furnish  the  agricullil- 
rists  with  every  means  of  taking  off  the 
surplflg.    It  mipit,  perlupa,  be  practicft' 
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ble  to  export  a  considerable  quantity ;  but 
if  they  prevented  an  importation  of  uireign 
corn,  a  very  material  relief  would  be  af- 
forded.— He  would  not  detain  the  com- 
mittee by  going  further  into  the  subject 
at  that  moment,  as  he  hoped,  when  they 
came  to  a  vote,  they  would  consider  eaco 
resolution  separately.  At  present  he 
should  abstain  from  troubling  them  on 
any  one  specific  resolution.  Since  he 
submitted  his  propositions  to  the  House, 
ministers  had  taken  off  the  war  duty  on 
malt ;  but  he  did  not  think  they  had  gone 
far  enough.  They  should  also  remove  the 
duties  on  spirits.  He  would  not  venture 
to  urge  this  measure,  if  he  thought  the 
revenue  would  derive  any  benefit  from 
continuing  those  duties:  but,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  consumption  would  be  greatly 
increased.  During  the  two  or  three  last 
years,  when  the  price  of  com  was  double 
what  it  was  at  this  moment,  the  aggregate 
amount  of  duties  in  Scotland  was  740,000/. 
In  the  last  year,  when  barley  was  sold  at 
fiOs.  and  the  duty  was  raised  from  5s,  to 
Ss.f  the  amount  was  only  712,000/.  in- 
stead of  740,000/.  He  was  sure  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  could  not  say  that 
the  same  amount  of  duties  could  be  sus- 
tained during  peace  as  during  war.  The 
practice  of  bonding  spirits  would  add  con- 
siderably to  the  revenue,  and  the  spirits 
would  be  better  for  being  kept.  Under 
a  firm  conviction  that  this  relief  could  be 
applied  to  the  agriculturists,  without  the 
smallest  injury  to  the  revcnuci  he  should 
sit  down  with  proposing  the  first  resolu- 
tion, namely,  **  that  trie  portion  of  the 
community,  whose  capitals  are  engaged  in 
agriculture,  as  well  as  those  numerous 
classes  whose  employment  depends  there- 
on, are  at  present  under  the  pressure  of 
unexampled  distress." 

Lord  Castiereagh  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  the  hon.  member  submitting  a 
practical  resolution  to  the  consideration  of 
the  committee.  The  appointment  of  the 
committee  was  in  itself  a  sufficient  proof 
that  gentlemen  were  aware  of  the  distress 
under  which  the  country  was  labouring, 
and  he  therefore  thought  the  hon.  mem- 
ber would  better  attain  his  object  by  sub- 
mitting the  consideration  of  a  remedy 
to  the  distress,  rather  than  the  distress 
itself. 

Mr.  Western f  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
mark of  the  noble  lord,  moved  his  fourth, 
fifUi,  and  sixth  resolutions :  viz.  **  Tliat 
the  demand  for  barley  has  been  very 
materiaDy   reduced^    by   the  eKoefsive 
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duties  to  which  it  is  subjeotad,  in  the 
cause  of  the  various  operations  which 
adapt  it  to  the  use  of  the  consumer:— 
that  the  continuance  of  those  duties, 
during  peace,  when  the  facility  of  smug« 
gling  is  so  much  increased,  cannot  fail  to 
injure  the  home  manufacture  of  spirits* 
which  must  still  further  diminish  the  de- 
mand for  barley :— that  it  is  therefore  ne- 
cessary to  reduce  tlie  duties  on  malt,  beer^ 
and  spirits." 

Mr.  Brandt  in  rising  at  this  early  period 
of  the  discussion,  would  only  offer  a  gene- 
ral opinion.  Of  the  distress  of  the  country 
he  believed  no  man  could  entertain  a 
serious  doubt,  and  he  therefore  regretted 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  seemeanot  to 
have  been  in  possession  of  its  alarming 
extent.  To  a  well  constituted  and  generoui 
mind  no  sfiedes  of  distress  liad  more  lesi- 
timate  claims  of  relief  than  that  of  the 
lower  orders  in  society,  from  whose  scanty 
portion  of  comfort  no  privation,  however 
trifling,  could  be  made  without  loading 
them  with  woe.  In  the  higher  walks  of 
life,  men  were  better  able  to  devise  meant 
for  alleviating  or  warding  off  the  ills  whidi 
occasionally  might  light  on  them,  but  to 
the  poor  there  was  no  alternative.  Many 
of  tnose  now  present  would  recoDect  the 
views  he  had  formed  last  year,  of  the  stale 
of  the  country,  and  his  predictions  of 
what  would  be  the  issue.  He  had  as* 
sured  the  House,  that  a  period  would 
come  when  the  occupation  of  land  would 
be  suspended,  and  that  unless  proper  and 
adequate  relief  was  soon  applied,  the 
House  might  have  reason  to  repent  of  its 
supineness  when  relief  was  no  longer  an* 
plicable.  He  regretted  to  say,  that  in  tne 
mournful  experience  of  many,  tpo  mimy 
in  the  country,  the  first  of  these  4>redic* 
tions  had  been  unhappily  verified.  The 
calamities  which  the  i^riculturists  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  were  enduring,  thle 
miseries  under  which  that  class  were 
groaning,  presented  a  pictnre  of  wretched-' 
ness  which  might  rend  the  most  calloue 
heart.  There  was  not  an  individual,  he 
was  persuaded,  who  heard  him,  who  would 
not  be  melted  at  the  simple  recital  even 
of  a  small  part  of  those  miseries.  Withia' 
these  few  days  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  respectable  magistrate,  a  friend  of 
his  residing  in  the  county  of  Cambridge 
foot  in  that  part  of  the  county  wberet 
nrom  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  ioBt 
the  inhabitants  might  be  supposed  to  feel 
more  pressure,  but  in  the  fertile  district  of 
the  county)  and  it  contained  a  itatcment 
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of  distress  which  must  shock  every  feeling 
mind.  ■'  You  will  not  be  much  sur- 
prised," saiJ  hia  friend,  "  after  what  I 
mGntioned  on  a  former  occasion,  to  hear 
the  distresses  of  those  who  are  engaged  in 
agriculiitrnt  pursuits  in  tliis  neighbour- 
hood. Only  Sd.  a  day  is  given  to  strong, 
liealthy.  single  men,  who  are  capable  of 
the  greatest  labour."  [Hear.  hear!]. 
He  irn  avnre  such  a  meknclioly  view  of 
the  country  would  be  new  to  some,  and 
ibight  perliflps  startle  them  ;  but  instances 
of  (imilar  poignant  distress  had  occurred 
before  he  left  the  county  whicb  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent,  one  of  which  he 
would  now  slate.  That  county  had,  in 
the  days  of  Camden,  been  called  the 
garden  of  England;  hut  he  implored  tbe 
comtnittee  to  mark  the  striking  contrast. 
A  (aimer,  who  was  the  last  occupier  of 
land  in  a  parish  of  that  county,  and  on 
whom,  of  course,  the  payment  of  poor- 
rUcf  had  devokeil,  came  to  him,  im- 
ploring in  the  most  earnest  manner  to  in- 
form  him  what  he  should  do,  as  he  was 
unable  to  bear  the  burthens  laid  on  him. 
Bei'Dg  asketl  what  bad  become  of  the  other 
occupiers  of  land  in  the  parish,  seeing  he 
wu  \e(t  alone,  "  Sir."  said  ibe  farmer, 
•'  worn  out  by  the  wretchedness  of  the 
times,  they  are  notable  to  touch  the  land." 
The  landholders    to  a  man  refused    to 

tilough  the  land,  and  this  farmer  was  to 
eave  his  fann  at  Lady  Day  [Hear!]. 
Where  then  had  the  poor  any  right  to 
apply  when  there  were  none  in  their  own 
parish  tu  pay  the  rates  ?  Undoubtedly 
they  must  go  to  the  neighbouring  parishes. 
Nor  was  this  a  solitary  instance  of  the 
miserable  state  of  the  eountry;  he  was 
ready  to  furnish  gentlemen  with  many  of 
a  similar  nature,  should  it  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary. The  poor  in  many  cases  had 
abandoned  their  own  residences.  Whole 
parishes  had  been  deserted,  and  the  crowd 
of  paupers  increasing  in  numbers  as  they 
went  from  pnrish  to  parish,  spread  wider 
and  wider  this  awful  desotalion.  To 
evils  of  so  alarming  a  nature,  the  com- 
mittee were  imperiously  called  to  provide 
some  remedy.  The  poor  laws  authorizing 
the  paupers  thus  to  go  at  large,  would 
evidently  bring  the  country  to  ruin,  in  a 
degree  totally  incapable  of  relief.  He 
would  Dot  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  the 
committee  for  remedying  these  evils,  but  | 
he  would  call  oo  tbem  ti>  do  so  ns  an  act  i 
of  justice — as  a  duty  they  were  indispen-  i 
sably  bound  to  fulfil.  But  the  remedy  | 
could  only  be  properly  applied  wbca  there 
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was  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of  what  m 
the  cause  of  the  disease.  Without  Hj 
great  learning,  or  without  much  recoaia 
to  the  various  treatises  on  politicd 
economy,  the  cause  might  be  denned  U 
be,  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  pric* 
of  grain,  to  the  high  rents  of  the  tradi 
And  he  wished  it  lo  be  distinctly  undei> 
stood,  that  when  be  spoke  of  occupienif 
land,  he  meant  proprietors  of  laud,  tai 
who  at  the  same  time  held  that  land  B 
their  own  hand.  A  calculation  of  thaks 
of  cnpiial  had  been  made,  amouDltBCM 
10(),OUO,(XX)/.,  and  though  this  sum  i^ 
perhaps  be  exa^'ge rated,  no  maa  cmM 
doubt  the  immense  loss  sustained  a 
labour,  &c,  which  the  country  could  oH 
but  feel  in  a  very  great  degree.  It  wai  i 
public  national  loss  which  had  been  au»- 
tained,  but  at  present  he  would  decline 
entering  into  the  consideration  of  tt  in 
this  view.  The  point  particularly  now  to 
be  discussed  was,  haw  is  ti>e  couDtrj  to 
be  relieved !  His  hon.  friend  had  propoMl 
a  scries  of  very  good  resolutions,  which  Iw 
Mould  consider  as  embracing  two  genenl 
points,  first,  the  mode  of  relieving  tht 
country  of  the  charges  on  land,  anJ 
secondly,  the  mode  of  relieving  it  bf 
raising  the  price  of  grain.  Of  the  chaigcs 
on  land,  he  considered  tythes  to  be  of  liie 
first  importance.  To  enter  inls  aaf  dis- 
cussion of  that  interesting  subject,  would 
at  present  occupy  too  much  time,  and  in- 
deed would  he  a  laborious  task.  He  had, 
however,  no  hesitation  in  saying,  it  was 
productive  of  more  moral  and  practical 
mischief  than  any  other  charge  exscied 
on  land,  and  he  was  certainly  very  de- 
sirous 10  see  it  abolished.  In  support  of 
his  opinion  on  this  head,  he  would  adduce 
one  authority  of  very  high  importance, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  bis  majesty's  mi- 
nisters would  poy  some  attention  to.  Tbo 
late  Mr.  Pitt,  had  proposed  a  plan  to  ftee 
the  land  from  the  vexatious  process  of 
tythes  hy  commutation,  which  be  meant 
to  have  classed  with  his  plan  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  land  tax,  but  the  proposal 
was  dropt  for  a  more  convenient  season. 
If  such  a  name  had  any  weight  with  mi- 
nisters, if  they  believed  the  distress  was 
so  very  general  as  it  really  was^,  he  hoped 
they  would  form  some  better  plan  than 
this,  for  paying  the  ecclcsiustical  pasion 
of  the  country.  One  argument  which 
particularly  recommended  this  to  their 
attention  was,  thai  by  the  number  uf  m- 
closures  which  bad  recently  been  made, 
the  pariabes  where  tythea  were  exacM^ 
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had  diminished  in  number,  and  it  had 
been  invariably  felt  that  the  commutation 
of  land  was  far  more  favourable  to  the  in- 
terests of  all  concerned.  Besides,  pro- 
vided no  commutation  of  land  could  be 
effected,  a  commutation  of  com  rent 
might  easily  be  made  ;  and  really  it  would 
invariably  be  found  preferable  in  every 
view  to  the  present  system.  Objections 
might  probably  be  started  to  this  mode, 
but  he  saw  none  so  advantngeous.  At 
the  same  time,  lie  would  wish  the  com- 
mittee to  bear  in  mind,  with  all  their  at- 
tention to  the  distress  of  the  country,  that 
that  distress  was  most  keenly  felt,  not 
when  capital  was  putting  into  the  ground, 
but  when  it  was  taking  out.  Another 
charge  to  which  he  would  advert,  was  the 
poor-rates,  which  he  considered  equally 
vexatious  and  oppressive,  especially  in  a 
period  like  the  present,  when  tlie  taxes 
imposed  by  government  were  so  numerous. 
It  was  very  unjust  that  these  rates  should 
be  exclusively  levied  from  the  proprietors 
of  land  only,  without  any  reference  to 
others  who  were  better  able  to  pay  them. 
Levied  as  these  rates  were,  he  considered 
them  the  source  of  much  immorality,  and 
a  refuge  to  indolence.  He  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  claims  of  paupers  should  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  ages  of  the  claimants. 
No  one,  for  a  moment,  would  doubt  the 
propriety  of  providing  for  orphans,  who 
had  no  friend  or  guardian  but  the  hospit- 
able care  of  a  generous  public.  It  was 
equally  proper  that  relief  should  be 
afforded  to  those  who  in  their  days  of  in- 
dustry had  contributed  to  bear  the  public 
burthens,  and  who  now,  in  the  evenmg  of 
life,  or  laden  with  infirmity  and  disease, 
were  unable  to  provide  for  themselves. 
But  he  was  not  aware  of  the  propriety  of 
granting  relief  to  those  in  the  intermediate 
stage  of  life.  He  considered  the  interests 
of  society  would  be  bettei'  promoted  by 
leaving  them  to  the  care  of  the  benevolent 
and  humane.  Public  morality  would  thus 
be  promoted,  and  that  connexion  between 
rich  and  poor  be  established,  which  was 
the  natural  bond  of  society,  and  which 
was  unhappily  broken  by  this  plan  of  poor- 
rates.  The  indigent,  reduced  to  that 
situation  by  misfortune,  had  a  legitimate 
claim  to  relief;  and  this  method  of  grant- 
ing relief  would  effectually  prevent  the  in- 
dolent from  preying  so  much  as  they  do 
on  the  vitals  of  the  public.  On  this  sub- 
ject he  trusted  ministers  would  consider, 
and  they  would  see  the  advantage  of  his 
proposaf,  to  confine  the  pfior-ratea  no 
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longer  exclusively  to  landholders.— -Ano- 
ther mode  of  relief  might  be  effected,  by 
reducing  the  duties  on  barley,  which 
would  be  very  advantageous  to  the  pro- 
prietor, as  he  was  the  direct  consumer  df 
nis  own  grain  in  this  way  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent. Irom  a  calculation  which  he  bad 
made,  he  found  that  the  duty  on  malt, 
paid  by  a  farmer  occupying  400  aCres, 
was  actually  more  than  he  paid  for  pro- 
perty tax ;  and  therefore,  by  reducing  the 
duties,  it  would  be  found  there  would  be 
a  greater  demand.  He  could  not  help 
noticing  the  deep  obligations  under  which 
the  country  at  present  were  to  the  right 
hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for 
his  giving  up  the  malt  war  duty.  At  the 
same  time  he  wcAild  inform  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  grateful  as  the  country 
were  to  'him  for  his  attention  to  their  in- 
terests in  this  point  of  view,  there  was  a 
general  anxiety  relative  to  the  manner  ia 
which  he  would  grant  them  this  favour. 
The  repeal  of  the  tax,  however  pleasing 
It  might  be,  had  excited  much  uneasiness^ 
because  if  continued  till  July,  there  would 
obviously  be  some  suspension  in  business, 
unless  the  brewer  saw  he  was  likely  to  get 
the  same  relief  to  his  liquor  as  he  would 
have  got  to  his  malt.  It  would  be  better 
for  the  general  interest  of  the  public,  if 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  could  give  up 
that  tax  immediately,  as  the  uneasiness 
excited  would  thereby  be  removed,  and 
business  go  on  in  its  regular  channeL  If 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  be  so  very 
kind  as  to  consider  the  matter  a  little,  h^ 
(Mr.  Brand)  had  no  doubt  he  would 
come  to  the  same  conclusion.  Indeed,  it 
was  no  more  than  fair  for  the  brewer  to 
have  the  same  drawback  on  his  beer  as  he 
would  have  on  his  malt,  and  to  this  he 
had  no  doubt  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  pay  every  necessary  attention.*— 
He  would  proceed  to  show  in  what  manner 
the  land  might  be  relieved  by  ndnug  the 
price  of  grain ;  and  with  respect  to  store- 
nouses  for  foreign  com  he  had  much  diffi- 
culty in  supporting  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  conceiving  that  they 
might  as  well  be  created  on  the  other  side 
of  the  channel  as  in  this  country.  He 
agreed  that  it  was  very  proper  in  years  of 
abundance  to  collect  grain  for  the  purpose 
of  supply  in  succeeding  years  of.com* 
parative  scarcity ;  but  there  was  not  suffi* 
cient  capital  in  the  country  to  effect  this. 
In  other  parts  of  the  hon.  gentleman'! 
plan  he  most  cordially  concurred.  The 
fiurmers,  or  in  other  words,  the  manufac* 
(2X) 
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tureri  of  corn,  liad  &  claim  to  be  prO' 
t«cted,  co-exteuMTely  with  Buy  otiier 
manufactiirejB.  In  this  view  the  12th 
resolution  appeared  to  him  to  be  most 
beoeScial.  Ho  understood  that  tliitt  pnrt 
of  it  D'hicli  went  by  duties  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  foreign  seeds  was  to  be  op- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  oppo- 
site. To  him  it  appeared  most  desirable. 
In  many  parts  of  the  country,  in  Lincoln- 
shire, in  Cambrklgeshire,  und  in  some 
other  placea.  (he  cultivation  of  clover  seed 
had  been  eimoA  driven  out  by  impotta. 
tion.  A  duty  of  2Qs.  a  quarter  would 
enable  the  farmer  to  enter  into  competi- 
tion with  the  importer.  In  his  opinion,  if 
it  were  posiiible  to  impose  a  duty  on  the 
importation  of  foreign  wool,  without  in- 
jury to  our  manufactures,  it  would  be  a 
measure  most  beneficial  to  nsriculture. 
He  knew  that  this  would  be  difficult,  but 
hfi  thought  it  might  be  accomplished.  A 
duty  might  be  imposetl  on  the  cloth  made 
witb  foreign  wool,  used  in  this  country, 
and  an  equivalent  drawback  allowed  on 
the  export  of  cloth  made  from  wool  of 
home  growth.  He  entreated  that,  what- 
.  ever  measures  might  be  adopted,  they 
should  soon  take  place ;  for  speculation 
Would  be  at  work,  and  ntucb  more  actively 
than  the  committee  in  that  House.    The 
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committee  had  listened  to  him  on  this 
subject,  on  which,  he  confessed,  he  had 
been  anxious  to  express  his  sentiments. 

The  ChancfUor  of  the  Exchequer  laid, 
that  he  would  not  trouble  the  committee 
at  present  wiiji  the  general  opinions  on 
the  question  before  them,  as  he  wished  in 
the  nrst  place  to  collect  the  sentiments  of 
as  many  hon.  gentlemen  as  possible;  hut 
the  bon.  gentleman  had  put  a  question  to 
kim  with  respect  to  the  malt  war  duty,  to 
which  an  early  answer  on  hb  pait  was 
certainly  desirable.  It  related  to  the  time 
ftnd  circumstance  of  taking  ofT  that  duty. 
He  was  quite  as  aware  as  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman of  the  iuconveniencies  to  which 
the  hon,  gentleman  had  alluded.  They 
were  in  tome  degree  unavoidable;  hot 
that  did  not  make  them  less  real.  The 
effect  of  stagnating  the  process  of  a  ma- 
nufacture must  be  occasioned  during  the 
period  when  the  manufacturer  was  pre- 
paring that  article  under  a  high  duty, 
which  was  subsequently  to  enter  into  com- 
petition in  the  market  with  a  timilar  ar- 
ticle, prepared  under  a  low  duty.  He 
CDuld  assure  the  hon.  gentleman,  lliat 
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namft  tt  ht  IW  fpt  the  revenue,  he  ' 
non  HitiiMM  lor  th*  interests  of  agiicul- 
tanwdcommase.  But  be  did  not  think 
•Djr  niiif  would  bo  obtained  by  an  anii- 
p^ttioa  of  the  cemtion  of  the  duty.  Tlui 
wotlld  bs  oaly  to  rdieve  one  class  of  pcr- 
ftom  an  inconVenience  by  shiiling  it 
Tho  host  course  tliat  couU 


be  idopted  wis,  to  provide  that  on  (he 
bMT  hreved  from  the  time  of  the  iotro- 
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tbe  intjt  Wd  not  <lispo«ed  of  by  the 
^nrm,  ft  dcftwbsdi  :^hould  be  alloweii, 
moporuoned  to  tlis  quantity  of  malt  used. 
Tou  rcgulatum  w^uld  enable  all  llit 
b^wciiei  of  tb«  trsde  to  go  on  with  tbc 
lent  poHibl*  incmmaimcv. 
.  XiOti  LoiLctUs  said,  he  believed  Ik 
itilliiWi  of  llic  agricultural  classes  Co  be 
rn/  gmt,  and,  with  few  exceptions, 
^nta  orei  the  whole  surface  of  ihe 
ccijiitfj.  ^'hat  were  the  causes,  and 
l^ipt  must  be  the  remedy  of  that  distress 
bjl  had  never  heard  accurately  d^oed. 
IJ[a  thouf^t  the  causes  might  be  tractd 
tQ  ibt  state  of  the  circulation  of  the  coua- 
%rj.  Hb  had  repeatedly  turned  hii  iniad 
\a  the  snlyect,  and  hud  been  able  to  coow 
to  lljD  Other  conclusion.  Uf  the  rented; 
propw  to  be  applied,  he  thought  oobody 
Mtter  able  to  form  a  correct  jtulgmenl 
ihaa  tha  hon.  genileman  who  moved  ihe 
reaolutiona.  The  propriety  of  renritting 
the  property  tax  and  the  malt  duties  had 
been  sugf^etted  ;  but  the  abandoainent  of 
these  were  no  longer  matters  of  ipeculs- 
tion.  All  that  could  be  done  ou^h^  to  be 
done  for  the  relief  of  the  agricultntsl 
interest;  but,  at  the  same  time,  they 
were  to  remember  that  there  were  two 
classes  in  the  country,  and  it  was  the 
dut^  of  parliament  not  to  protect  the 
agricultural  interest  to  Ihe  ruin  of  the 
manufacturing  interest.  To  the  duty  on 
the  importation  of  foreign  wool,  he  was 
bound,  on  behalf  of  those  he  represented, 
to  object,  and  for  himself,  he  tfaoi^l  sucb 
an  impost  could  answer  no  good  puivase. 
The  noble  lord  said,  that  he  coDsiasred 
it  the  worst  posaible  policy  to  tax  the 
raw  material  of  8  valuable  manufacture, 
on  which  the  industry  of  the  country  was 
successfully  employed,  and  which  greatly 
increased  in  its  price,  finallv  went  back  to 
the  place  from  which  it  had  been  inapoit- 
ed  a  manufactured  article.  The  import- 
ance of  the  foreign  wool  brought  into  the 
kingdomi  might  be  seen  firom  the  lane 
anatocreaaing  demands  for  iL  In  18lS 
the    quantity   of    wool 
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4,700,000 lbs.;  in  1813,  it  amounted  to 
upwards  of  7,000,000 lbs.,  and  last  year  we 
imported  no  less  than  15,700, 100 lbs.  It 
might  be  said,  that  we  crow  fine  wool 
ourselves  by  an  improved  breed  of  sheep, 
but  the  House  ought  to  be  slow  to  adopt 
a  measure  like  that  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  thought  it  might  be  wise  to 
adopt.  The  main  points  of  the  malt  and 
property  tax  had  been  gained,  and  the 
others  were  of  minor  importance ;  for  the 
House  must  not  imagine  that  they  could 
afford  by  interference  any  immediate  or 
direct  relief,  where  such  extensive  inter- 
ests were  concerned  :  the  only  actual  re- 
lief that  could  be  afforded  was,  to  reduce 
the  expenditure,  and  to  set  all  classes  at 
liberty  from  that  burthen  which  now 
weighed  so  heavily  on  them.  He  did  not 
say  this  as  joining  in  the  cry  of  the  day, 
but  from  a  conviction  that  no  immediate 
relief  could  be  afforded  to  the  distresses 
of  the  country,  and  that  the  only  alle- 
viation for  them  would  be  a  reduction  of 
every  unnecessary  expenditure.  He  should 
be  sorry  if  the  House  went  into  a  com- 
mittee with  so  erroneous  an  idea  as  that 
any  great  benefit  could  be  conferred  by 
active  interference.  He  well  knew  what 
was  said  in  the  country,  and  what  mis- 
taken opinions  people  formed  of  the  om- 
nipotence of  parliament.  <<  Oh !"  it  was 
said,  "  the  House  is  going  into  a  commit- 
tee, and  all  our  difficulties  will  vanish.'*  To 
encourage  such  ideas  was  only  to  plunge 
the  people  into  deeper  distress.  If,  with- 
out injury  to  other  classes,  any  real  relief 
could  oe  afforded  to  one,  he  would  be  the 
first  to  embrace  such  a  measure;  but  the  | 
only  result  of  interference  in  matters  of 
this  nature  was,  to  shift  the  burthen  from 
one  place,  and  lodge  it  with  tenfold  ag- 
gravation in  another. 

Colonel  Wood  observed,  that  though  it 
might  appear  presumption  in  him  to  claim 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  de- 
claration of  his  opinions  on  a  subject  so 
weighty  as  that  now  before  it,  and  on 
which  so  many  honourable  members  were 
so  much  better  informed  than  himself,  yet 
he  could  not  refrain  from  trespassing  upon 
its  indulgence  with  a  few  observations. 
He  did  not  think  he  should  be  discharg- 
ing the  duty  he  owed  to  his  constituents, 
whose  interest  he  was  bound  to  consult 
and  to  represent,  if  he  remained  wholly 
silent.  He  would  therefore  take  a  short 
view  of  some  of  the  subjects  brought  for- 
ward by  the  resolotionsi  and  discussed  in 
the  speeches  of  the  hon.  mover  and  the 


other  hon.  member  under  the  gallery 
(Mr.  Brand).  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  recommendation  of  warehouscing  our 
own  grain  in  a  year  of  surplus,  so  as  to 
meet  the  emergencies  of  a  year  of  scar- 
city, was  at  all  times  prudent,  and,  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  agricultural 
interest,  could  not  fail  to  be  beneficial. 
It  would  create  a  demand  when  it  was 
most  wanted  for  sustaining  prices,  and 
would  contribute  to  moderate  prices  when 
from  scanty  harvests  they  would  have  a 
tendency  to  rise  too  high.  The  obiec- 
tion  that  the  hon.  member  opposite  (Mr. 
Brand)  made  to  the  resolution  which 
pledged  the  House  to  repeal  so  much  of 
the  act  of  last  year  as  referred  to  the 
warehousing  of  foreign  grain,  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  to  be  well  founded.  He  had 
said  that  the  existence  of  a  great  supply 
in  our  granaries,  imported  from  abroad, 
could  produce  no  effect  upon  the  home 
market  so  long  as  the  other  provisions  of 
the  corn  laws  remained ;  and  that,  in  fact, 
these  laws  rendered  it  equally  inefficient, 
with  regard  to  prices,  as  if  it  had  been 
warehoused  in  depots  on  the  opposite 
shores.  He  could  not  allow  the  justness 
of  this  opinion.  When  so  much  graip 
was  within  our  own  reach,  and  in  our 
own  country,  it  must  have  an  effisct 
upon  the  prices,  beyond  what  it  would 
have  if  it  remained  in  the  country  where 
it  was  produced,  with  only  the  proba- 
bility of  being  imported  at  some  fu- 
ture period.  Whatever  opinion  might 
be  entertained  on  this  subject,  one  thing 
he  thought  would  admit  of  no  dispute, 
namely,  that  if  warehousing  our  own  grain 
was  proceeded  in,  and  if  by  this  means  a 

Quantity  of  our  surplus  produce  which 
epressed  the  market  were  taken  out  of 
it,  and  stored  up  for  a  year  of  insufficient 
supply,  the  country  must  be  benefited. 
He  entirely  concurred  with  the  resolution 
that  recommended  protecting  duties  for 
the  produce  of  our  own  soil,  and  went  along 
with  the  reasonings  of  the  hon.  members 
who  supported  it.  One  hon.  eentleman 
had,  on  a  former  night,  pointed  out  par- 
ticularly the  reasonableness  and  justice  of 
protecting  by  high  duties  on  importation 
the  manufacture  of  butter  in  those  dis- 
tricts the  profits  of  which  chiefly  de- 
pended upon  the  encouragement  given 
to  the  proQUction  of  that  article.  As  the 
hon.  member  supported  the  interests  of 
his  constituents,  he  (colonel  W.)  was 
bound  to  do  the  same  for  his ;  and  as  re- 
presenting a  Welsh  county,    he  mighC 
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claim  protecting  tluties  on.Uie  itnporta- 
lioB  of  clitiL-ec.  Indeed,  he  was  ot  opi- 
nion, that  all  the  products  of  our  agricul- 
ture, ag  well  as  those  of  our  raanuracturing 
ioduati-y,  sliould  receive  adeijuote  encou- 
ragement hy  the  security  of  a  preference 
in  tile  liomc  market. — He  next  aJverted 
to  the  remission  of  the  war  duly  on  luall, 
anJ  expressed  his  assurance  lliat  it  would 
be  ci^i^^idered  as  a  great  boon  hy  tlie 
nliote  country,  and  nould  tend  niucb  to 
restore  those  fiood  old  practices  which  tlte 
people  were  obliged  to  renounce,  by  the 
Itigh  price  which  it  fixed  upon  their  dposI 
wlioleiouiG  Biid  favourite  beverage.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  measure  gave  ge- 
neral satis  faction,  and  was  more  exten- 
fctvcly  oontiected  with  thu  morals  and  tiap- 
pineu  of  tlte  lower  ordcrii  of  society  than 
ifiigbt  nt  dm  sight  appear.  He  would 
not  wish  to  counteract  the  bcnciicial  re- 
fijilts  to  which  it  nii);ht  lead,  by  concur- 
ring in  that  |>art  of  the  lion,  mover's  reao< 
liitiuDs  that  iccommendtd  the  diminution 
of  the  ini|>ust  upon  spiriis.  That  duly 
ought  rather,  in  his  opinion,  Iti  be  aug- 
mented, tbuti  either  lessened  or  wilb- 
tlrawD.  The  high  price  of  m^lt,  creating 
a  high  price  for  ale,  had  deprived  the 
cotntnon  peo|ile  of  (heir  most  wliolesnme 
drink,  and,  tu  the  injury  of  their  healib 
and  moralsi  had  driven  chem  to  the  gin- 
shop.  This  was  severely  felt  and  deeply 
lameuled  in  the  principality  of  Wules, 
wliere  all  llie  p<jo|)le  furnierly  were  accus- 
tomed to  brew  ilitir  ouu  liquor,  but  where 
ru^w,  from  tUe  duly  on  malt,  lie  believed 
there  was  not  one  collage  that  adhered  to 
tbia  practice.  They  resorted  to  the  per- 
njcioua  custom  of  dram-drinking,  instead 
of  Uie.wholesonie  beverage  of  their  own 
uiaDUf^ctDre.  By  the  withdrawing  of  the 
tpalt  dut]^  he  boped  they  would  change 
their  habi^,  and  that  brandy  and  other 
Epiriu  would  disappear  before  their  good 
old  praclice  of  drinking  ale, — Tbe  next 
GubJGct  on  which  he  begged  to  make  a 
remark  or  two,  was  one  in  which  the  prin- 
cipality to  which  be  had  the  honour  to 
belong  was  more  deeply  interested  than 
tbe  other  parts  of  the  empire:  he  meant 
the  rdief  that  would  be  given  to  the  peo- 
ple by  s  diminution  of  the  tax  on  salt.  It 
preued  very  heavily  upon  the  Welsh; 
who  were  in  the  babit  of  salting  all  their 
meat  before  they  used  it.  He  did  notber 
Iicv«  that  there  wat  a  bit  of  fresh  meat  eaten 
by  a  single  cottager  in  the  whole  of  the 
principality.  The  duty,  he  tbouglit,  ought 
>r  be  ^ikea  ^  («  v(uy  puph  reduud. 
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Bit  xecaWeA  to  the  House  what  he  hti 
&EBMrly  said  on  the  subject  of  the  tax  ea 
ifriailtural  horses.  He  had  shown  Uis 
ItOn&Iup  with  which  this  duly  pressed  on 
tlw  mall  larmcr.  He  would  not  go  ortr 
srfut  be  then  slated,  but  be  would  sug* 
(Mt»  as  a  relief  to  this  class  of  nit;n,  wbo 
wtra  so  little  able  to  bear  heavy  taxsiioa, 
tItU  they  should  have  one  horse  duty  (nt. 
Tha  small  farmer  who,  by  what  he  could 
not  but  consider  as  an  erroneous  construc- 
tiDaaf  theact,  now  paid  for  a  riding  hoiM, 
•llbough  he  had  only  one  for  general  pii> 
pOMf,  which  he  might  occasionally  ride  10 
thq  next  market,  wuuld  thus  expurieucei 
great  relief.  The  bon.  gentleman  uodir 
Ute  Billery  had  delivered  several  opnion 
on  ue  subject  of  the  tithes,  in  which  bt 
•niirely  concurred.  Noiliing  could  Burt 
contribute  to  set  the  parish  and  tbe  der- 
gyman  by  the  ears,  than  the  present  mode 
ofleiying  tithes.  In  [he  war  we  hod  tto 
leisure  to  attend  to  domestic  Arrange- 
Bwntsi  but,  upon  the  return  of  peace,  «s 
migbt  hope  tiiut  ne  should  find  (^poiti> 
lUtWB  of  reviewing  our  internal  system  ot 
raguIatioDs,  and  of  making  such  tDprore* 
mante  as  the  inleiests  of  tbe  nation  dc- 
manfled.  The  tithes  and  ibe  poor-rafe* 
were  among  the  subjects  which  the  li^s- 
lature  was  imperiously  called  upon  to  am* 
aider.  He  would  now  only  cay  «  Word 
about  the  cause  of  our  preseftl  B§T<eul- 
tural  dieiresses,  und  he  ottribuied  tliem 
chiefly  to  the  eftect  that  our  diminisbed 
circulation  had  in  compelling  the  country 
banker  to  reluse  accommodation  to  tbe 
farmer.  Our  difficulties  and  distresses 
had  increased  from  this  cause  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  and  called  for  tbe  inunediale 
interposition  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Curoxn  rose  and  addressed  Ae 
committee  as  follows : — 

Mr.  Chairman;  unwilling  as  I  am  to 
trespass  on  the  patience  of  tbe  committee^ 
I  must  beg  their  indulgence,  and  I  am  the 
more  solicitous  to  obtain  it,  as  I  cannot 
concur  in  the  view  niy  hon.  fiieod  has 
taken  of  the  causes  which  have  produced 
the  present  deplorable  slate  of  ue  coun- 
try. Though  I  differ  with  him  aa  to  the 
origin,  I  most  perfectly  agree  with  him 
that  nothing  but  prompt  and  effectual  re- 
lief can  save  the  country.  No  one  enter* 
tains  more  respect  for  tbe  hon.  member 
for  Essex,  or  appreciates  his-merita  higher ; 
and  with  a  great  part  of  what  he  has  pro- 
posed I  most  perfectly  concur.  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  describe  the  state  of  tbe 
cmuitry;  lutortuni^ely  there  are  but  toQ 
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many  such  cases  as  an  hon.  member  has 
stated  io  be  met  with.  The  numerous 
petitions  from  all  quarters  bespeak  the 
general  state  of  suffering.— No  doubts  can 
be  entertained  on  the  subject.  His  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  whatever  opinions  they 
might  have  held,  must  now  be  perfectly 
impressed  with  the  lamentable  state  to 
which  the  agriculture  of  the  country  is 
reduced.  I  doubt  not  the  noble  lord  and 
the  gentlemen  opposite  being  as  anxious 
aud  honestly  disposed  to  adopt  every 
practicable  mode  ofrelief  as  weareon  this 
side  the  House :  but  one  sentiment  can 
on  this  occasion  animate  the  House — we 
may  differ  as  to  the  mode,  but  not  as  to  ! 
the  object.  Could  1  concur  with  my  hon. 
friend,  that  the  present  depreciated  price 
of  grain  arose  from  a  redundancy  of' pro- 
duce, I  should  view  our  situation  as  more 
deplorable  and  alarming  than  I  had  yet 
considered;  for  was  such  the  case,  we 
might  still  be  distant  from  the  worst.  To 
the  thousands  now  out  o^  employ,  thou- 
sands more  might  experience  the  same 
misfortune.  Melancholy  would  our  case 
be — sufficiently  afflictive  is  it  under  the 
most  favourable  point  in  which  we  can 
contemplate  it. 

It  is  indispensably  necessary  the  com- 
mittee should  clearly  and  distinctly  inform 
Itself  of  the  causes  which  have  brought 
such  ruin  on  our  agriculture.  In  order 
correctly  to  judge  of  the  present,  we  must 
refer  to  tlie  past  state  of  our  agricul- 
ture. If  it  proceeds  from  a  too  extended 
cultivation,  we  shall  discover  a  progressive 
advance  towards  it.  The  progress  of 
agriculture  is,  from  its  nature,  slow.  As 
a  proof  of  this,  thirty  years  ago  the  coun- 
try was  supposed  to  require  an  annual 
import  of  one-twelfth  of  its  consumption. 
The  politicians  of  those  times  held  ogricul- 
ture  in  little  estimacion :  they  considered 
It  advantageous  to  be  purchasers  of  bread, 
as  the  means  of  extending  the  sale  of  our 
manufactures.  A  better  and  wiser  policy, 
fortunately  for  the  country,  was  adopted ; 
for  vain  had  proved  the  courage  and  spirit 
of  the  nation  in  opposing  oiir  host  of  ene- 
mies, had  we  remained  dependent  on  them 
for  the  necessaries  of  life.  Twenty  years 
of  unexampled  exertion,  in  which  the  pro- 
gress of  knowledge  in  agriculture  advanced 
beyond  all  former  example,  has  been 
barely  sufficient  to  supply  what  was  defi- 
cient, and  to  provide  for  the  increased 
population  of  probably  not  less  than  a 
■nillion,  which  has  accrued  within  that 
period.    From  the  year  1783  to  1819  but 


one  year  occurs  of  export — I  mean  the 
year  1792 — and  that  only  to  the  trifling 
amount  of  12,000  quarters.  In  the  other 
thirty  years  thirty-four  millions  and  a  half 
of  quarters  were  imported  beyond  what 
were  exported ;  costing  the  country  not 
less,  probably,  than  5L  a  quarter,  or  the 
enormous  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
millions.  What  country  but  Great  Bri- 
tain would  not  have  been  ruined  by  such 
a  drain  ?  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1813  the  depreciation  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce commenced ;  the  crop  of  that  year 
was  generally  good.  In  consequence  of 
the  discussions  on  the  corn  bill,  Europe 
apprehended  so  profitable  a  trade  would 
be  stopped,  and  therefore  all  the  surplus 
produce  of  the  continent  was  pourea  in 
upon  us.  The  import  of  that  3'eary  and  up 
till  April  when  the  ports  closed,  amounted 
to  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand 
quarters,  of  which  the  wheat  alone  was 
equal  to  the  consumption  of  100  days. 
Such  a  supply,  thrown  on  a  market  ade- 
quate to  Its  own  demands,  could  not  fail 
of  producing  most  serious  mischief.  This 
undoubtedly  gave  the  first  blow.  The 
crop  of  1814  was  unfortunately  defective 
in  quality  as  much  as  quantity.  We  could 
in  no  way  come  in  competition  with  foreign 
grain,  and  this  compelled  the  farmer  to 
reduce  the  price  to  a  much  lower  degree 
than  would  have  been  necessary  had  the 
crop  been  favourable.  Up  to  the  year 
1813  there  is  nothing  indicative  of  the 
country  possessing  a  surplus.  The  crop 
of  1814  was  greatly  deficient;  that  of 
1815  most  abundant;  it  yet,  however, 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  it  has  not  been 
so  exhausted  by  the  waste  of  cheapness  as 
not  to  cause  a  considerable  rise  before  the 
next  harvest.  If  high  prices  have  not  the 
effect  of  producing  a  surplus  of  grain,  is  it 
likely  that  it  should  have  occurred  during 
a  period  of  depression  ?  Reduced  prices 
must  have  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
quantity  of  wheat  grown  in  the  last  two 
years.  A  great  proportion  of  our  best 
soils  are  devoted  to  pasture ;  this  compels 
the  cropping  those  of  inferior  quality ; 
and  hence  the  great  disproportion  of  pro- 
duce. The  soils  on  which  wheat  is  grown 
may  be  thus  classed:— the  Brst  quality 
producing  from  40  to  45  Winchester 
bushels  per  acre;  the  second  from  30  to 
35;  inferior  from  16  to  25.  To  raise 
grain  sufficient  for  our  consumption  a  con- 
siderable extent  of  lands  of  the  inferior 
quality  must  be  cropped  with  wheat, 
rrice  only  can  enable  t)ua  Io  be  ^one; 


rich  countries  alone  can  afford  to  cultivate 
poor  land.  Now,  Sir,  t  can  >ce  no  rensoo 
to  suppose  the  country  to  be  suScring 
from  an  excess  of  produce,  under  reduced 
prices,  when  no  such  thing  occurred  when 
tliey  were  higher,  and  when  consequently 
there  was  more  encouragement  lor  the 
raising  wheat.  Nor  has  the  fall  of  grain 
been  (he  only  difficulty  the  farmers  bad  to 
contend  with ;  an  equal  depreciation  has 
taken  place  in  all  stock,  and  every  oiher 
produce,  wool  excepted.  IT,  tliererore,  n 
redundancy  of  produce  was  the  sole  cause, 
we  must  admit  that  this  extended  to  stock 
as  well  as  grain.  This,  I  do  not  suppose, 
wUI  be  contended  for  by  any  one. 

The  next  point  in  which  I  differ  from 
the  member  for  Essex  is,  as  to  the  amount 
of  rents  made  by  the  farmers.  He  esli- 
tnatei  (hem  at  five  parts,  and  probably 
very  correctly  from  the  point  in  which  he 
takes  his  *iew ;  but  1  must  remind  him, 
that  persons  possessing  large  capiiaU,  and 
renting  from5IXV.to2000/.  per  annum, exist 
in  only  a  small  part  of  the  country.  One 
ofthe  proudest  and  most  gratifying  sights  I 
ever  saw,  was  the  corn-market  at  Norwich, 
where  400  farmers  were  supposed  to  be 
assembled,  possessing  capitals  of  from5,00O 
to  30,000(.  The  like  may,  in  some  de- 
gree, exist  in  many  of  the  southern  coun- 
ties, and  even  in  Durham,  Northumber- 
land, and  some  parts  of  Scotland  ;  but 
such  is  not  the  case  in  the  kingdom  at 
hrjre.  The  great  bulk  of  property  ii  let 
in  nrnu  onder  1,90^  per  anntttn.  A  large 
proporttoia  of  tenAnti  have  rslsed  them- 
semi  by  their  industry  on  amall  capitals ; 
on  audi  &rnu  three  rent*,  or  three  and  a 
half,  it  the  utmost  extent.  That  the 
proBu  and  produce  of  a  farm  depend 
greatly  <tn  the  capiMl,  is  not  to  be  dis- 
puted. In  Norfolk,  and  where  a  system 
of  good  Irariundiy  prev^ls,  there  u  one 
acr«  it  least  in  six  under  winter  green 
cropa,  A  ikrmer  who  can  thus  consume 
his  atmr  with  turnips,  makes  eight  ton  of 
m«nii«  for  each  ton  of  stnw.  Where 
turiUpa  are  not  grown,  the  ton  of  straw 
produeet  only  three  ton  and  a  quar- 
ts of  fOpnire,  and  that  of  very  inferior 
qualitr.  This  at  once  shows  the  operation 
of  caiHta).  I  am  more  anxious  in  urging 
this  on  ibe  attention  of  the  House,  as  it 
accounts  for  the  generality  of  farmerr 
being  so  little  able  to  bear  np  against  the 
pressure  of  the  times.  A  most  erroneous 
omtdoB  ii  entertmed  by  the  public  as  to 
tbe  pre6ta  of  fonnen.  A  geaetal  spiiit  ot 
inpramKnt  led  Ifaefl  to  otpMtt  nntcb 
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if  tftttf  Vllns.     The  price  of  labour  hu   i 
■W>ifl#  Minced  during  the  war,  nhidi, 
B(|anwl»iitiiaxesand poor-rates, took froa  I 
AS  fittlttKi'  i  very  large  share  of  liis  profits. 


)  tnore  than  thoi 


ettly  Mttnrficially  at  tlie  question  had  an;  f 
Idea  bf.    Thus,   then,   for    the    last  (■« 
nan  the  ftr 
iMn  tttUst 


the  flkrmer  of  small  capital  has 
Hat 

Mif.  ifm 

nfeh  it  It  has  been,  taxes  and  ponr-rsiti 
wdilld  flMtfloH  up  the  ichule  landed  pro- 
dtMaof  tbe  country. 

■"*"",  Mr.  Chairman,  endeavoured  to 
dke  fall  does  not  proceed  frin 
aredradaiicj'ofproduGc, and  that  it  bat  ex- 
bamteJ  Aa  means  of  a  laf-ge  proponioo 
af  tbatamniry  of  the  kingdom,  1  wonU 
4!allthaatt0ntion  of  ihe  House  in  lite  state 
of  the  agH^jtiural  labourer.  His  suffer- 
inga  exceed  those  of  any  former  period. 
lAdwti&M  of  scarcity  he  saw  and  felt  the 
enai^.^WBS  the  dispensation  of  Prari- 
deMSki  fbe  affllient  alleviated  the  suAr- 
bca  of  Ifta  lower  orders  by  every  possible 
""""li  their  behalf.  The  scope  of 
''-"  being  but  of  short  duratios, 
to  support  their  sulTeringt 
With  fbrtitude— no  man  was  idle.  No«, 
fibV  in  ttle  tnidst  of  abundance,  thousand* 
va  mt  ti  employment ;  labour,  at  anj 
rata  of  Hates,  is  not  to  be  bad;  tho«e 
whoae  gtKn  fortune  it  is  to  be  employed, 
are  working  fnr  lower  wages,  so  that  no 
advantage  results  to  them  from  cheapness. 
The  superfluity  of  labour  threatens  a  still 
further  reduction  of  wages ;  so  that  tbe  fu- 
ture holds  out  no  cheering  |»ro^act  to 
this  meritoriotis  class  of  Bocietj— nB» 
sisted,  the  evil  must  spread,  BoHi  ftnncr 
and  proprietor  will  be  compelled  stDI  ftar- 
tber  to  contract  the  scale  of  their  opers- 
tiona. 

I  would  nextadverttotfaetnaaofaCturer. 
For  some  time  after  the  peace,  tbe  < 


any  former  period.  This 
ployment,  without  any  reducttfln  of  vagea. 
llie  advantage  of  tbe  cheapness  ofthe  ne> 
cessaries  of  life  appeared  highly  for  tbe 
interest  of  this  class  of  the  community. 
Hiey,  and  tbe  noble  lord,  reckoned  on  a 
state  of  things  that  could  only  be  tempo- 
rary. As  soon  as  the  foreign  market  nS 
to  the  level  of  its  ordinary  supply,  the  de- 
creased demand  in  the  home  market  wai 
felt.  The  magnitude  of  the  sum  whidi 
may  be  supposed  lost  to  the  manufacturer 
is  enormous.  Of  two  millions  six  hundred 
tfaonaain  petMoa  anplojed  n  i^ncttltv^ 
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one  may  fairly  suppose  a  reduction  in  the 
rate  of  wages  equal  to  3/.  a  head, — nearly 
eight  millions.    This,  heretofore,  was  per- 
haps wholly  expended  in  goods  of  various 
kinds.    Add  to  it  tlie  retrenchments  on 
the  part  of  the  farmer,  and  you  may 
suppose    it    twelve    millions ;    and    not 
less  tlian   half  that  sum  retrenched  on 
the  part  of  the  proprietor.    Thus  has  the 
manufacturing  interest  lost  customers  to  an 
amount  little  if  any  thine  short  of  twenty 
roillioDs  per  annum.     Those  unfortunate 
prejudices  entertained  between  the  mer- 
cantile and  agricultural  interests  have  pro- 
duced much  mischief  to  the  country.  Hap- 
pily, all  parties  are  enlightened  by  this  fatal 
misfortune,  and  each  has  risen  in  the  es- 
timation of  the  other.    If  any  jealousy  still 
is   entertained  by  the  less    enlightened 
classes,  this  is  fast  wearing  awa^  ;^one 
great  truth  in  political  economy  is  estab- 
lished—that trade  and  agriculture  are  so 
united  in  their  interests  that  the  ruin  of 
one;  must  involve  the  destruction  of  the 
other.    That  bur  manufacturers  are  now 
suffering  is  too  certain.    Their  wages  arc 
reduced,  and  their  hours  of  working  li- 
mited, so  as  to  render  abortive  all  advan- 
tages of  cheap  provisions.     An  advance 
on  the  necessaries  of  life,  that  would  re- 
store to  them  full  employment,  Would  con- 
duce materially  to  these  advantages.     In 
relieving  the  agriculturalist  you  are  equally 
relieving  them.     The  best  and  most  im- 
portant consideration  is,  for  the  House  to 
weigh  the  consequence  that  must  infallibly 
arise  out  of  the  distressed  state  of  agricul- 
ture.   The  large  tracts  likely  to  be  unte- 
nanted as  well  as  the  defective  manage- 
ment which  there  is  too  much  cause  to 
apprehend  may  be  general,  must  contri- 
bute most  materially  to  reduce  the  next 
year's  crop.     Admitting  it  to  fall  short  of 
what  is  requisite  for  our  consumption, 
what  must  be  the  consequence  ?     A  rise 
in  grain,  as  destructive  to  a  large  portion 
of  the  population  as  low  prices  have  been. 
Such  a  case  is  certainly  to  be  appreliended 
if  means  are  not  resorted  to  for  preventing 
it.    The  com  bill,  though  its  operation  has 
not  yet  been  felt  here,  must  already  have 
had  a  powerful  e&ct  on  those  countries 
which  heretofore  supplied  us.     Now,  in 
fact,  Great  Britain  was  the  only  pur- 
chaser ;  this  failing,  the  growth  of  grain, 
beyond  their  own  wants,  wiU  be  disconti- 
nued.   Should  a  scarcity  from  any  cause 
arise,  how  is  it  to  be  supplied?    The  price 
would  on  such  occasions  be  enormous.   It 
behoves  us  therefore  not  to  disr^^vd  our 


present  situation,  but  to  look  anxiously 
forward  to  the  consequences  which  may, 
by  possibility,  result  from  the  distresses  of 
the  times. 

The  measures  proposed  by  my  hon. 
friend,  for  the  relief  of  agriculture,  are 
wise,  but  they  are  too  distant  in  their  ef- 
fects to  meet  the  present  crisis.  The  tak- 
ing off  the  war  malt  duty  will  greatly  re- 
lieve the  barley-growers :  this,  however,  is 
confined  to  a  small  district.  I  mean  not 
to  undervalue  it,  as  it  will  benefit  the  far- 
mer and  contribute  to  the  comfort  of  the 
people,  and  I  hope  the  reduction  of  price, 
which  I  should  rejoice  to  have  announced 
to  the  public,  will  contribute  to  introduce 
malt  liquor  into  more  general  use.  The 
public  will,  I  hope.  Sir,  soon  have  the  be- 
nefit of  the  two  millions  and  a  half  relin- 
quished by  government.  On  the  subject 
of  giving  a  bounty  on  export,  I  do  not  see 
where  a  market  can  be  found.  In  years 
of  scarcity  in  other  countries  any  surplus 
would  find  a  ready  sale.  A|  a  general 
measure,  the  only  regular  purchasers  are 
Spain  and  Portugal:  their  consumption 
is  too  trifling,  and  interfered  with  by.- 
America  and  the  states  of  Barbary.  There 
is  one  source,  however,  to  which  a  bounty 
may  be  applicable,  I  mean  the  supply  of . 
our  West  India  colonies.  This  would  at 
once  give  additional  freight  to  our  ship- 
ping, and  procure  a  saving  in  the  returned 
produce  equal  to  the  bounty.  I  fear,  Sir, 
our  shipping  feel  at  this  moment  the  ge- 
neral depression,  as  much  as  any  part  of 
our  concerns.  I  apprehend  the  consump- 
tion of  the  West  India  colonies  and  our . 
foreign  garrismis  may  amount  to  a  millioii 
of  quarters^— An  object  worthy  of  serious 
attention.  I  most  fully  concur  with  the 
member  for  Essex  in  the  propriety  of 
storing  grain  as  a  provision  against  defec- 
tive harvests.  London  consumes  one- 
eighth  of  the  produce  of  the  kingdoms- 
above  a  million  quarters  of  wheat  annuall  v. 
Not  less  than  three  months  supply  ought 
ever  to  be  on  store,«*or  two  hundred  and 
fiAy  thousand  quarters.  Admitting  the 
loss  and  charges  of  such  an  establishment 
to  amount  to  one  hundred  thousand  a-year, 
it  would  be  no  great  sacrifice  for  the  se- 
curity it  would  aQbrd. 

So  much,  sir,  has  been  said  on  the  po- 
licy of  some  modification  with  regard  to 
the  law  of  tithes,  that  I  am  unwflUng  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  committee.     The 

g resent  system  must  be  acknowledged  to 
e  a  spreat  pressure  on  the  country,  and 
calls  immediately  for  legislative  intcrfc- 
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rence.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  arrange- 
ment could  be  objected  to  by  the  clergy, 
as  it  woula  not  only  be  the  means  of  up- 
holding and  establishing  their  intercstH, 
but  of  essentially  relieving  and  improving 
the  country.  I  most  fully  concur  with 
the  noble  lord,  the  member  for  Yorkshire, 
that  it  admits  of  great  doubt  how  far  it 
would  be  wise  to  check  the  importation  of 
fine  wool.  Our  climate,  generally  speak- 
ing, is  not  adapted  for  the  growth  of  fine 
wool.  I  believe  it  to  be  attended  with 
great  loss  as  to  the  produce  of  food.  Our 
combing  wool  as  well  as  our  coarse  wool 
has  sold  well,  and  this  may  be  attributed 
to  their  working  on  the  fine  wool.  Anxious 
as  I  am  for  the  interests  of  agriculture,  I 
could  never  be  induced  to  promote  them 
at  the  expense  of  our  manufactories.  If 
the  gain  by  the  manufacturer  outweighs 
the  loss  of  the  farmer,  the  public  gains  by 
the  trade,  and  it  ouirht  not  to  be  meddled 
with.  Without  full  information  on  this 
subject,  the  House  would  not  think  it 
right  to  take  any  steps. 

The  next  important  point  is  the  charges 
for  maintaining  the  poor.  When  I  tirst 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  the 
sum  raised  for  their  support  did  not  ex- 
ceed three  millions;  it  now  amounts  to 
above  seven.  So  complex  and  multifari- 
ous is  the  system,  that  I  fear  no  individual 
will  be  found  courageous  enough  to  at- 
tempt bringing  forth  a  plan  for  corrooti<m 
of  its  abuses.  The  pystem  is  radically 
wrong,  and  instead  of  advancing  tho  com- 
forts and  happiness  of  the  lower  orders,  it 
contributt:s  to  destroy  all  forethought,  and 
plunge  the  great  nuiss  of  the  people  into 
vice  and  misery.  Humanity  ns  well  :u> 
policy  demands  that  the  wisdom  of  the 
legislature  should  be  exerted  on  the  sub- 
ject. By  referring  the  matter  to  a  com- 
mittee, to  examine  and  report  on  the  state 
of  the  poor,  some  plan  may  be  suggested 
equal  to  the  magnitude  of  the  evil. 

There  is  a  further  subject  connected 
with  agriculture  to  which  I  beg  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer. Mr.  Pitt  pledged  himself  to  the 
abolition  of  the  salt  tax,  and  lord  Sidniouth 
renewed  the  pledge;  unfortunately  the 
matter  still  remains  as  it  did,  greatly  to 
the  injury  of  agriculture.  The  tax  pro- 
duces a  million  and  a  half,  one-third  of 
which  I  believe  is  expended  in  its  collec- 
tion. The  country  would  be  a  gainer  if  it 
paid  two  millions  in  any  other  mode  to 
nave  the  free  use  of  salt.  It  would  be- 
come a  source  of  extensive  trade ;   both 
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for  feeding  stock,  as  well  as  a  manure,  it 
would  roost  materially  serve  the  interests 
of  agriculture.  Foreigners  can  afford  to 
import  this  article  from  us,  and  find  infi- 
nite advantage  by  so  doing ;  whilst  oar 
own  country  is  precluded  the  use  of  it 
from  an  oppressive  and  injudicious  tax. 
The  recent  additions  made  by  the  right 
hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  od 
spirits  have  alone  reduced  the  quantirr 
manufactured  in  Scotland  from  three  nuf- 
lions  of  gallons  to  one  million  ;  and  thui, 
from  the  enormous  scale  on  which  smug* 
gling  is  carried  on,  a  reduction  of  dutin 
on  spirits  would  materially  benefit  botb 
the  farmer  and  public.  1  shoult)  be  soirf 
to  suggest  any  reduction  of  the  taies 
which,  under  the  most  complete  and  ri^d 
system  of  eeonomy,  and  one  total/y  difk- 
rent  from  what  the  noble  lord  at  first  pro- 
posed to  the  House,  will  be  barely  suffi- 
cient to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the  state* 
In  cases  where  the  country  gains  nothing, 
and  the  subject  suffers  much,  it  is  con- 
sistent with  political  wisdom  to  grant  R* 
lief. 

Again  I  strongly  call  on  the  right  hoo. 
gentleman  to  consider  the  hardships  to 
which  the  farmer  of  70/.  per  annum  is  ex- 
posed, from  the  vexations  of  the  saddle-  \ 
horse  duty  :  the  income  tax  on  hfs  pro- 
perty was  hut  705.  a  year,  whilst  he  is 
subject  to  bo  charged  for  a  saddle  horse 
21,  IT-v.  and  Kh-.  for  a  ^^room.  Inspectors- 
have  imposed  the  duty  on  all  who  kept  a 
horse,  and  left  tt)  tlie  individual  the  uw;. 
of  proving  tlrat  neither  himself  ntir  family 
had  ever  mskA  the  horse  on  anv  occci^io?? 
hut  for  ajiriciiltunil  purposes.  The  temp- 
tation to  |)erjury  is  ilrcadful.  The  p-irij 
is  to  account  at  the  disitance  of  noarlv  two 
years  for  all  that  has  passed.  In  fC  ap* 
peals  in  one  ward,  in  tiie  countv  of  Cum- 
berland, 9t  were  allowed.  I  do  JTii-ca: 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  take  i!iis  into 
his  serious  consideration,  nnd  po  to  mo- 
dify the  tax,  or  to  grant  reliof  to  f;irr.?er>  ' 
of  small  properties,  and  to  fix  sorue  mo- 
derate payment,  to  avoid  the  vexation 
and  enormity  they  give  birth  to. 

1  have  now,  Sir,  shown  the  general 
pressure  on  all  ranks  arising  out  of  t;:e 
agricultural  distress,  and  that  it  has  nor 
originated  from  any  supcrllurty  of  our  o^t.i 
growth — partly  from  a  ruinous  foreign  im- 
port, but  mostly  from  another  cause  to 
which  1  shall  now  advert.  No  sooner  luJ 
the  depreciation  of  produce  coj^niicnccJ 
in  the  latter  end  o'l  the  year  181 S,  ihaa 
ibc  country  bunker,  who  had  ;M'cviou»^y 
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ready  to  grant  accommodation  to 
rmer,  began  to  narrow  hU  dealings ; 
!  pressure  increased,  his  support  was 
irther  narrowed,  till  at  length  not  a 
g  could  be  obtained.  Every  sccu- 
as  called  in.  I  do  not  conceive  a 
im  than  25  millions  has  been  with- 
.  from  circulation  in  the  shape  of 
Ty  bank  paper;  12  millions  of  this 
tuted  agricultural  capital,  and  con- 
(?d  to  enable  the  farmer  to  carry  on 
eration:!.  The  effect  of  this  change 
sen  to  force,  with  few  exceptions, 
rmers  of  many  quarters  of  the  king- 
Lo  carry  their  produce  to  market; 
iject  of  all  was  to  sell.  The  price, 
ras  of  secondary  consideration  ;— - 
J  must  be  had— every  day  made  cir* 
ances  worse,  and  so  it  has  proceeded 
3  crop  has  been  gradually  exhausted, 
ale  of  produce  of  the  last  six  months 
y  exceeds  the  usual  average.  The 
'er  and  manufacturer  will  only  eat 
ic8t  flour.  I  am  not  disposed  to  find 
that  those  who  have  few  luxuries 
i  their  power,  should  indulge  their 
in  what  is  within  their  reach ;  the 
ist  parts  of  the  flour,  equal  to  one- 
I,  have,  to  a  great  amount,  been  un- 
le,  and  applied  to  the  feeding  of  pigs 
itde*  I  have  long  been  strongly  in- 
to believe,  that  a  rise  in  the  price 
in  would  take  place  before  the  next 
It.  In  wheat  the  price  is  already 
ced  to  72<-  in  many  parts  of  £ng- 

This,  however,  comes  too  late  to 
)  the  great  mass  of  farmers.  The 
2e  is  greatly  exhausted,  and  if  his 
mmer  rents  are  to  be  paid,  which 
i  partially,  you  will  leave  him  with- 
ly  thing  to  carry  on  his  operations, 
ler  I  consider  the  farmer  or  pro- 
r,  I  see  equally  tlie  necessity  of 
Qg  him  some  temporary  pecuniary 

his  wants  are  immediate ;  and  by 
one  you  can  stop  the  general  ruin 
threatens  the  country— the  present 
11  as  the  future  interests  of  the 
y  demand  this  of  you.  Twelve 
IS,  brou^t  into  immediate  circula- 
ould  have  a  most  powerful  influence 
ing  the  spirits  of  the  farmer,  restor- 
3  activity  of  the  agricultural  interest, 

occupation  to  the  labourer,  and 
^ment  to  the  manufacturer.  What 
posed  by  my  hon.  friend  may  pro- 
;he  general  interests  of  agriculture, 
>  immediate  rescue  from  destruction, 
Imost  certain  state  of  bankruptcy, 
ily  be  effected  by  instantaneous  re- 
OL.  XXXIII.) 


lief.  ^  Through  the  medium  of  tlie  com» 
missioners  of  the  income  tax  this  might 
be  done  with  little  trouble  and  no  risk  of 
loss.  It  would  be  something  consolatory 
to  the  country  to  render  what  has  been 
such  a  source  of  oppression  a  means  of 
relief.  It  is  fortunate  that  there  is  no  fur- 
tlier  occasion  for  the  labours  of  those  gen- 
tlemen ;  that  their  last  act  can  be  made 
what  would  prove  generally  beneficial.  I 
should  recommend  the  lending  equal  to 
half  a  year's  rent  to  all  farmers,  where  the 
landlord  would  give  his  collateral  security, 
payable  in  six,  twelve,  and  eighteen 
months.  Much  benefit  was  produced  by 
a  similar  plan  to  the  commercial  interests 
a  few  years  back.  I  had  the  honour  to 
act  as  one  of  the  commissioners.  I  verily 
believe  it  would  be  the  salvation  of  our 
agriculture  at  this  moment ;  and  the  phin 
would  have  this  to  reconimend  it  beyond 
that  of  my  hon.  friend's,— it  would  not 
innovate  on  the  existing  laws  between 
landlord  and  tenant. 

If  the  tenant  could  of  his  own  accord 
pledge  his  stock,  it  might  be  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  landlord ;  such  a  plan  of  relief 
would  be  inadequate  to  the  extent  of  the 
evil,  and  afford  only  a  temporary  benefit* 
The  plan  I  suegest  to  the  committee 
would  embrace  the  distresses  of  every  part 
of  the  country.  The  interest  of  the  loan 
to  be  paid,  three  per  cent,  by  the  landlord 
and  two  by  the  tenant.  I  cannot  doubt 
the  noble  lord  and  his  colleagues  being 
sincere  in  their  wish  to  remove  the  dim* 
cultics  which  the  war  and  its  numerous 
burthens  have  brought  on  the  country.  I 
wish  the  endeavours  of  the  House  may 
prove  successful.  The  crisis  is  awful,  the 
country  looks  with  anxious  solicitude  to 
the  discussion  of  parliament,  and  never 
had  they  more  reason  to  confide  in  the 
wisdom  and  patriotism  of  any  House  of 
Commons ;  already  it  has  rendered  to  the 
country  more  solid  and  essential  services 
than  any  preceding  parliament  for  the  last 
thirty  years.  The  victory  over  the  in- 
come tax  has  brought  with  it  reforms  that 
would  never  have  been  heard  of;  and  I 
trust,  by  persevering  in  the  same  line  of 
conduct,  they  will  save  the  country,  and 
restore  its  prosperity,  and  relieve  the 
people  from  their  most  oppressive  bur* 
thens. 

Mr.  Leslie  Foster  lamented  that,  imder 
tlie  various  forms  in  which  this  question 
had  presented  itself  during  the  last  two 
years,  it  had  been  so  much  the  custom  to 
regard  the  interests  of  the  grower  and  tlie 
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aoaminm  m  oppoMd  to  oach  odicr,  «kl 
•ipiT  MMnra  Mibmittad  to  pariimMintM 
Jti'.a»l^  ofidiploontiewniiseaieDt. 
HmagntA  with  thelmi.  gontlenu  dnt 
UMor  •uorimica  bod  MdMilntl  tbe  poo- 

&aC  thb  country  of  tbfa  emrj  obA  thot 
•  WW  now  B  gmtaX  Amvieuoii  of  the 
clop  — noKJBo  that  Mbitead  botwoon 
thi  jmparitjr  of  vnrj  dam  tmi  hitorMt 
in  tboaenaBoiir.  It  wm  aowodaiitcd 
fef  tant  tbinkiK  OHO  that  we  had  anind 
■T  a  ilfliiama.  in  lAioh  we  nnwt  either 
■ftautloaanbtnetion  of  Biitiih  eapitalt 
or  iMBtpine  to  cootend  aninat  the  low 
ftiaaiaf faroign  maiten.  Habugedtbe 
•OBBrftlaa  to  par  amnlion  to  the  docn- 
lanfc^a  (be  table,  by  which  it  waa  deniiy 
aatriiWMd  that  tfaia  country,  in  the  ae^- 
aeoaofitaUrgaM  import  aiid  ilaaerarert 
dc^artio  acardty,  liad  nofcr  obtaiaed 
inHB-atatoad  abore  ona-ifteenth  of  it* 
nbolennnal  comnHiption  of  graio.  -  In 
lU»^calall■tion  ho  indudad  alf  Unda  of 
gniln,  the  groiB  aggrraata  <^  vhidi  wai 
Eetweeii  86  and  41  mDliooa  of  qnartera 
par  ansan,  and  the  avorage  of  which  lie 
nVUihanfiirBtakeMSTiBiiliaa^  Tbe 
giaalaat  topwrtation  of  Ihreign  girio  took 
■lasa  .ia  the  year  1801,  aoooniiBg  to 
k^UtOfiOO  quarteca,  or  ahoat  onfrAkeenlh 
•f  the  emaunptioii  of  that  year.  Hm 
aaBt  year  of  great  import  wBi  1810,  when 
dta  ftf^pn  grain  brooght  into  the  Briliah 
marlcet  was  2,S36,000  quarter*,  or  about 
one-iixteeoth  of  the  consumption.  For 
the  year  1813  there  were  •imilar  returns. 
It  certainly  mutt  t>c  desirable  that  some 
■ettled  lystem  ofpolicy  riiould  be  pursued, 
in  Older  to  prevent  those  sudden  fluctua- 
tiooa  whioh  operated  to  the  alternate  dis- 
treai  or  ruin  botli  of  the  farmer  and  the 
connuner.  Any  man  who  referred  to  the 
accoonta  before  the  committee  must  per- 
ceire  how  wealt  a  reliance  could  be  placed, 
in  aeuoni  oi  exigency,  upon  a  foreign 
■upplj.  Let  him  advert  also  to  the  pe- 
ctuiar  situation  of  the  farmer,  and,  on  the 
qneation  of  encouragement,  recollect  that 
he  did  not  possesi  the  advantago  of  the 
itockbolder,  who  might  retire  from  end 
return  to  the  market  at  his  pleasure ;  but 
that  the  farmer's  capital  coniiited  of  his 
bami  and  granaries,  and  was  not  to  be 
cooTorted  into  ready  money  as  might  suit 
his  interest  or  convenience.  It  was  a  fal' 
lacT  to  suppoie  that  all  this  would  speedily 
right  itceif  bv  the  natural  operation  of  s 
free  trade.  The  principle  was  indisputa- 
bIC(  as  br  aa  it  limited  itself  to  tbe  ioMrnal 
commerce  of  tbe  couutty,  but  it  would 


toss 

utappfytoaataleof  things  in  which  the  I 
praduco  of  otw  own  capital  and  industry,  | 
Mrthooad  with  heavy  taxes,  was  to  U  \ 
Bllsed  op  fa  tba  general  market  with  ^  ' 
prednca  of  countries  labouring  under  Guii  { 
or  no  *Ty"*'^  at  all.  It  became  cow  i 
tttingltln  a  question  of  fnith.  WouldtU 
aatioo  cbooae  to  depend,  in  extraordJnwf 
laaaoni,  upoo  a  foreign  supply,  or  wovU 
they  take  me^ures  for  ena»rin|r,  as  iira 
poMJble,  a auppiy  at  home,  and  tooktoitt 
raroign  ^niwer  only  for  occasional  relief^ 
Upon  thia  aiagle  question  of  the  t^dc  m 
giidn  waa  he  an  advocate  for  monopulj, 
and  the  onlyBrticle  which  he  would  et^ 
cept  from  toe  general  principle  ot  unrc 
Btnded  commerce  wat  tbe  agricultunl 
pcodncs  of  our  own  soil.  The  late  m 
iiadeallad  into  exertion  all  the  phviiai 
and  moral  foergies  of  tliis  couotiy,  out  it  i 
had- proMed  upon  its  agriculture  iridi^  I 
culiar  wterity.  This  prctssure  had  bea  j 
greatly  aggniTated  by  the  exteusife  in- 
poiU  of  tSa  iatt  year.  Tbe  eS;<;t  uf  llm 
■- -— '-*''-i  had  been,  not  bo  much  t*iif 
tbe  farmer   from   niaioialni;; 


ircuUlini 
hich  alone  >^  , 
find  a  vent  for  hi*  product  1 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  liowever,  Ik  | 
could  not  agree  in  taking  that  gloomj  \ 
view  of  the  state  of  the  country  which  ' 
had  been  dranii  b^  some  honourable  grn- 
tlemen.  He  saw  it  rich  in  popaIaBoD,iD 
produce,  in  houses,  in  a  cultivated  soil, 
and  in  alt  the  lourcea  and  materials  of  in- 
ternal strength  and  opulence.  To  hiai 
nothing  appeared  wanting  to  a  coons  <tf 
progressive  prosperity,  but  a  aystem  of  a- 
eluding  generally  tbe  foreign  cam-igrovwi 
and  of  Spending  upon  our  own  domettic 
industry  and  resources.  The  farmer's  b- 
capacity,  be  was  persuaded,  was  but  tew- 
porary:  it  was  relative,  and  not  intriosici 
It  required  only  that  he  should  find  thai 
customer  in  the  home  manufactnrer  whici 
the  home  manufacturer  found  m  bim.  It 
waa  impossible  for  bim,  however,  to  go  so 
far  as  to  approve  either  of  the  pUn  of 
abolishing,  the  warehousing  syttemt  or  rf 
isauing  exchequer  bills ;  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  relief  already  obtained  by 
the  discontinuance  of  the  property  tnc 
and  the  duties  on  tnalt  would  very  mate- 
rially benefit  tbe  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country. 

Sir  John  Nevport  observed,  that  b« 
would  not  detain  the  committee  by-ai^ 
lengthened  arguewDta,  the  mocp  pattim- 


693]  Distreued  SiaU  of  AgricuUure. 

larly  as  from  what  had  passed,  very  little 
remained  to  be  said  on  the  present  sub- 
ject. A  great  evil  was  acknowledged  to 
exist,  in  the  general  distress  of  the  agri- 
cultural classes,  which  in  his  opinion  could 
only  be  remedied  by  giving  them  sufficient 
protection  against  the  foreign  grower. 
After  the  long  and  arduous  war  which  had 
just  terminated,  it  would  be  useless  to  look 
for  a  remedy  to  many  of  the  distresses 
consequent  upon  it,  unless  sufficient  pro- 
tection were  given  to  the  landed  interest. 
How  were  they  to  secure  the  British  grow- 
er against  foreign  competition  ?  By  lay- 
ing such  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign produce  as  would  countervail  the 
taxation  to  which  the  British  agriculturist 
was  subjected,  and  to  which  foreigners 
were  not  liable.  The  whole  system  of  this 
country  was  built  upon  monopoly;  and 
we  were  not  .at  liberty  to  depart  from  that 
monopoly  with  respect  to  the  farmer  alone. 
If  protection  was  afforded  to  the  grower, 
by  securing  him  against  foreign  com- 
petition, he  tliought  there  was  sufficient 
capital  in  the  country  for  the  relief  of  agri- 
culture. Much  relief  might  also  be  af- 
forded by  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  revise  the  laws  relating  to  the  trade  in 
wooI»  although  he  entirely  concurred  with 
a  noble  lord  under  the  gallery,  that  every 
measure  of  this  nature  ought  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  a  well-advised  deliberation. 

Lord  Elmley  said,  he  was  sorry  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  from  the  sub- 
ject more  immediately  before  the  commit- 
tee, but  he  understood,  that  in  his  absence 
some  observations  had  been  made  by 
certain  lion,  members,  touching  his  con- 
duct in  presenting  a  petition  to  the  House, 
in  whicn  these  non.  members  threw  out 
some  imputations  as  to  his  having  neglect- 
ed his  duty  to  his  constituents.  He 
thought  some  explanation  was  due  by  the 
hon.  members  to  whom  he  alluded. 

Mr.  iHtfM?/^;!  explained,  that  in  present- 
ing to  the  House  a  petition  from  his  con- 
stituents in  Wiltshire,  be  had  taken  occa- 
sion to  observe,  that  a  petition  on  the  same 
subject  had  been  presented  by  the  noble 
lord,  when  the  House  was  very  thinly  at- 
tended, when  none  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters were  present,  and  when  all  discussion 
upon  it  was  therefore  in  a  manner  pre- 
cluded. 

Mr.  Lvttelton  explained  to  the  same 
effecL  He  did  not  mean  to  impute  to  the 
noble  lord  any  intention  of  suppressing  the 
petition,  but  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  bring  it  under  the  notice  of  tke  House. 
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Lord  is/m/c;^ observed,  that  he  had  acted 
upon  the  rule  he  always  adhered  to,  of 
presenting  every  p^ition  put  into  his 
hands  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  however  great  the 
distress  might  be  in  England,  it  was  much 
greater  in  Ireland.  In  that  country  all 
the  separate  circumstances  which  contri- 
buted to  this  distress,  operated  in  astronger 
degree  than  in  England.  If  much  evil  had 
been  produced  in  England  by  the  state  of 
the  currency,  and  the  failureof  the  coun- 
try banks,  he  appealed  to  those  members 
who  knew  the  situation  of  Ireland,  whe- 
ther in  that  respect  it  was  not  still  worse. 
He  begged  the  (louse  to  consider  that  the 
relief  which  had  been  afforded  in  England 
by  the  remission  of  taxation  would  not 
have  such  an  effect  in  Ireland.  Taxes 
had  been  remitted  to  the  extent  of  seven- 
teen millions,  being  the  amount  of  the 
property  tax  and  of  the  malt  tax.  .In 
England,  therefore,  there  was  relief  from 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  one-fourth  part  of 
the  whole ;  whereas  in  {Ireland  this  relief 
was  only  felt  to  the  amount  of  one-eigh- 
teenth part  of  the  whole.  The  only  ade- 
quate protection  to  Ireland  would  be  by 
giving  the  preference  to  her  agricultural 
produce;  to  this  preference  she  could 
alone  look  for  relief.  But  it  did  not  seem 
to  be  the  scope  of  the  resolution  now  moved 
to  give  this  relief,  even  by  preference 
in  the  groat  article  of  corn.  There  was 
another  article  in  which  he  was  glad  to 
hear  that  relief  was  to  be  afforded,— he 
meant  the  encouragement  of  the  butter 
trade.  Considering  the  state  of  society  in 
that  country,  relief  could  only  be  afforded 
by  giving  a  stimulus  to  industry  ;  and  this 
could  not  be  afforded  in  a  more  effectual 
way  than  by  encouraging  the  produce  of 
this  apparently  unimportant  article  of  but- 
ter. Those  who  were  unacquainted  with 
the  situation  of  Ireland,  would  perhaps 
hear  with  surprise,  that  there  was  no  one 
article  of  such  official  value  as  butter,  ex- 
cepting the  great  staple  commodities  of 
com  and  linen.  To  enable  the  committee 
to  form  an  accurate  judgment  as  to  the 
importance  of  this  article,  he  gave  the 
following  short  statement  :^In  1815,  the 
Aggregate  amount  of  the  total  exports  of 
bullocks,  cows,  beef,  and  bacon,  from  Ire- 
land, was  897|^5/. ;  in  the  same  year  the 
amount  of  butter  exported  was  918,00(M!. 
The  total  amount  of  the  exports  from  Ire- 
land  in  that  ^ear,  indudiog  artides  of 
every'description,  was  about  7>000|000/., 
so  that  the  article  of  butter  conadtuted 
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nearly  l-7th  part  of  the  whole  amount  of 
the  exports  of  Ireland.  The  following 
statement  would  shovir  to  whut  an  extent 
the  produce  of  this  article  in  Ireland  had  of 
late  been  diminished  in  consequence  of  the 
importation  of  foreign  butter.  In  ISIS 
the  amount  of  foreign  butter  imported  into 
London  was  ^9,111/.  In  the  same  year 
the  amount  imported  into  Ijondon  was  j 
159,872/*  So  that  the  quantity  of  foreign 
butter  imported  three  years  ago,  was  about 
one-sixth  part  of  the  quantity  imported 
from  Ireland.  But  in  the  year  1815  the 
quantity  of  foreign  butter  imported  into 
London  was  lM-,000  hundred  weight; 
ivhereas  in  liiat  year  the  quantity  imported 
into  London  JVom  Ireland  was  only 
1 15,li'3  hundred  weight.  This  statement 
would  show  ho IV  nuch  encouragement 
v'os  wanted  for  this  article ;  and  it  would 
also  sho^v,  that  rtlicf  Wi's  not  ado r (led 
by  the  renii>sion  of  taxes;  but  must  be 
given  by  protecting  the  produce  of  the 
country  againa*  that  of  foreign  nations.  If 
the  commit  tec  wijt  convinced  of  this,  his 
odject  would  be  effected. 

Mr.  linhinson  was  desirous  of  stating, 
in  the  outset  of  his  observations,  that  he 
considered   the  resolutions  proposed   by 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  be  open  to  various 
objections.     In  the  first  place,  they  ap- 
peared to   him  to  be  far  less  necessary 
now,  than  at  the  period  when  they  were  | 
orijiinully  Introfliiccd.     Since  that  period  i 
a  great  practical  reh'cf  had  been  cxtcniicd  ! 
by  the  ct.ssuti.)n   of  the  burthens    under  , 
wiiich  tlio  agricultural  interest   had   pre-  ' 
viously  la!)!»(ircd.      !!«  was  onj?  who  rer- i 
ininly  had  tlmuulir   the  fiMancial    system  i 
reconimt nlid  hv  lii^  right  lion,  trit'nd  to 
be  the  most  advisable  wliicli  ]>arliainenl  at 
present    could    adopt:    but  the  property 
tax  and  the  war  njalt  duties  having  in  fact 
expired,  or  being  about  to  expire,  it  was 
ill  vain  to  derjy  that  agriculture  was  al- 
ready   relieved   in  two   of  its  must  solid 
branches.     He   believed   that   he   rightly 
took  liie  general  sense  of  the  House,  when  ; 
he  assumed  it  to  be  unfavourable  both  to  ! 
the  plan   of  abandoning  the  warehousing  j 
system,  and  to  that  of  all'ording  temporary 
assi.^tance  by  an  is>ue   of  exchequer  bills.  ' 
It  was   impossible  that    cither   British  or 
foreign   corn  sho  ild   ever  he  warehoused 
upon    nieie    vigu.'    speculation,    because 
tlie  uncertainties  of  a  season  might  make 
all  such  speculatH'Ms  fatal.     With  regard, 
th'jn,   to  the   prop«)sition    for   granting   a 
bounty  on  exportation,  it  was  not  a  doubt 
•wliich  he  entertained  of  its  expediency, 
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but  an  intimate  conviction  that  he  felt  of 
its  impolicy,  on  which  his  opposition  to  it 
would  be  founded.  His  conviction  wu, 
that  no  trade  which  could  stand  by  itself 
needed  the  assistance  of  a  bounty,  and 
that  no  bounty  could  uphold  a  trade  ' 
which  required  artificial  support.  He  wis 
equally  averse  to  the  plan  of  turning  the 
protecting  into  prohibitory  duties;  and 
he  was  so,  not  upon  a  view  of  parUcnlir 
articles  of  natural  produce,  but  on  a  viev 
of  them  in  the  gross.  In  the  situation  i 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  hold,  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  he  had  received 
innumerable  applications,  calling  upoa 
him  to  impose  a  prohibitory  duty  in  favour 
of  almost  ail  the  various  articles  of  do- 
mestic produce.  Many  of  these  state- 
ments were  quite  convincing  when  con- 
sidered separately,  but  it  was  his  duty  to 
compare  them,  and  act  on  a  consideration 
oi  the  whole.  To  adopt  the  principle  of 
an  universal  prohibition,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  little  less  than  to  adopt  that  conti- 
nental system  of  exclusion  which  it  wii  \ 
one  of  the  first  objects  of  the  war  to  over* 
turn.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  do 
crisis  could  occur  in  which  that  systen 
might  not  be  applicable.  Such  a  caie^  ^ 
in  his  opinion,  had  presented  itself  last  r 
year,  when  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  in« 
traduce  a  new  legislative  measure  on  the 
subject  of  the  corn  trade.  He  considered 
that  measure  to  have  stood  nn  the  ground 
of  an  overwhelming  neee"i>>itv,  to  have 
been  demanded  by  an  extraordinary  com- 
bination of  circunistances,  nnd  to  have 
properly  super.^^ded  tiie  natural  freedon 
of  foreign  commerce,  at  a  time  when  tiiat 
connnerce  depeniletl,  not  only  on  the  ca- 
sualties of  tlio  sejsOil^,  but  on  the  caprice 
or  policy  of  foreign  enemies.  But,  while 
he  obJiMted  to  the  principle  of  prohibition, 
he  was  ready  to  admit  that  he  could  easily 
conceive  a  most  nniteiial  ditterence  be- 
tween that  and  a  principle  of  protection; 
though,  at  the  same  time,  abut  extent  of 
dury  should  be  fixed  upon  as  the  protec- 
tive one  wiis  a  matter  of  very  considerable 
doubt,  and  oi'  serious  consideration.  It 
was  from  a  conviction  of  the  political  diffi- 
culties in  which  Ireland  was  placed,  as 
well  as  of  the  agricultural  distresses  under 
which  she  laboured,  that  he  had  it  in  con- 
templation to  propose  a  duty  on  foreign 
butter  that  would  operate  as  a  protection 
to  that  of  Ireland:  but  stiil  he  admitted, 
that  this  was  only  a  choice  of  what  ap- 
peared the  least  of  two  evils,  and  not  a 
good  thing  per  sc.    There  were  ground;> 
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in  the  particular  situation  of  Ireland  from 
which  he  concluiled,  that  the  measure  he 
meant  to  propose  would  be  doing  a  great 
practical  good  to  that  country :  but,  in 
his  opinion,  there  did  not  exist  grounds 
for  going  the  same  length  on  other  arti- 
cles, for  which  the  hon.  member  had  pro- 
prosed  protecting  duties.  If  it  were  the 
general  opinion  of  the  House  that  there 
should  be  a  protecting  tax  on  foreign 
tallow,  cheese,  and  hides,  in  favour  of  our 
own  produce,  he  should  consider  himself 
bound  to  submit  to  that  opinion,  which 
he  should  not  deem  altogether  unrea- 
sonable, if  the  question  with  regard 
to  tlie  tallow  and  the  hides  stood  alone 
and  unconnected.  The  great  objection 
was,  however,  that  there  was  already  a 
duty  on  these  foreign  articles ;  and,  what 
was  more  important  still,  they  were  the 
two  articles  with  which  one  of  the  greatest 
branches  of  our  trade  was  carried  on— 
namely,  that  with  South  America.  .  It 
was  quite  impracticable  to  obtain  specie 
alone  for  our  commodities,  and  indeed 
barter  itself  was  one  of  the  most  advan- 
tageous modes  of  conducting  commerce. 
It  would  therefore  be  extremely  impru- 
dent, on  general  principles,  to  cut  up  by 
the  roots  a  branch  of  trade  of  growing 
and  almost  incalculable  importance.  With 
regard  to  hides,  there  was  also  this  addi- 
tional objection,  that  any  new  tax  on  them 
would  only  increase  the  evil  already  so 
severely  folt  from  the  high  duties  on  lea- 
ther ;  and  this  burthen  would  press  with 
the  severest  weight  on  the  very  agricul- 
turists who  were  proposed  to  be  relieved 
by  the  high  protecting  duty.  Similar 
considerations  appeared  to  him  equally 
applicable  to  the  proposed  duties  on  wool 
and  rapeseed  imported.  Any  increased 
duty  on  them  appeared  objectionable,  as 
injurious  to  the  woollen  manufactures  of 
the  country.  With  regard  to  rapeseed, 
the  oil  extracted  from  which  was  partially 
employed  in  the  woollen  manufacture,  any 
new  duty  on  it  seemed  objectionable  on 
the  same  grounds.  Two  classes  of  society 
thought  it  important  to  their  interests  to 
impose  a  duty  on  foreign  rapeseed — these 
were  the  whale-fishers  and  the  agricultu- 
rists. The  former  class  had  stated  to  him 
that  they  were  nearly  driven  out  of  the 
market  by  the  conversion  of  foreign  rape- 
seed  into  oil,  that  was  employed  in  various 
processes  in  which  whale-oil  would  other- 
wise be  used.  But  what  would  it  avail  to 
the  agriculturist,  if  the  foreign  rapeseed 
were  driven  out  of  the  market,  and  they 


were  met  by  the  competition  of  the  iHiale- 
fishers  ?  And,  on  the  other  band,  if  the 
whale-fishers  were  cut  up  by  the  produce 
of  British  rapeseed,  thev  would  have  a 
similar  ground  of  complaint.  The  whale* 
fishers,  in  their  conversations  with  him, 
had  admitted  the  difficultv;  though,  at 
the  same  time,  they  had  candidly  de* 
clared,  that  they  had  no  objection  ia  com- 
pete with  the  British  grower,  but  only 
with  the  foreigner.  How,  then,  would 
the  agriculturists  be  relieved  by  a  duty 
on  rapeseed,  if  it  should  happen,  as  the 
whale-fishcrs  expected,  that  they  would 
be  able  to  beat  the  former  out  of  the 
market  i  He  was  afraid  that  we  had  al- 
ready gone  quite  as  far  as  policy  would 
admit  in  our  system  of  prohibitions,  if  not 
indeed  too  far ;  and  we  should  be  partica* 
larly  cautious  how  we  advanced  still  fiir- 
ther  into  the  system.  With  all  his  incli- 
nation to  promote  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture, yet  in  his  official  situation,  this  op- 
posite view  to  that  of  the  hon.  mover  of 
the  resolutions  was  strongly  pressed  upon 
him  by  a  variety  of  considerations.  There 
was  one  particular  exception  in  the  case 
of  butter,  and  he  had  stated  the  reasons, 
arising  from  the  situation  of  Ireland,  which 
had  induced  him  to  make  it.  He  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  state  his  objections  to 
the  measures  proposed,  and  he  did  so 
with  all  deference  for  the  opinion  of  the 
committee. 

yir.Barham  remarked,  that  the  strength, 
the  virtue,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people, 
mainly  depended  on  the  prosperity  of  the 
agriculture  of  the  country;  and  on  this 
principle  he  contended,  that  the  country 
shoula  be  forced  to  feed  its  own  popula- 
tion. No  partial  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  commerce  could  compensate  for  any 
deficiency  in  this  respect.  The  true  prin- 
ciple of  national  prosperity  was,  an  abso- 
lute prohibition  of  the  importation  of  fe» 
reign  agricultural  produce,  except  in  ex- 
treme caseft.  He  objected  to  the  reaoin- 
tion  proposing  a  bounty  on  the  export  of 
grain,  because  no  bounty  we  could  afford 
to  give  would  counterbalance  the  advan- 
tages of  foreign  countries  in  respect  to 
cheapness. 

Mr.  Frankland  Lewis  observed,  that  he 
had  heard  with  great  pleasure  the  speech 
of  his  right  bon«  friend  at  the  head  of  the 
board  of  trade.  It  was  to  him  a  source 
of  great  satisfaction,  that  this  department 
of  the  public  service  was  guided  by  such 
enlightened  views  and  liberal  principles. 
Happy  would  it  have  been  in  nmner  in* 
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stances,  if  some  of  the  many  applications 
constantly  made  to  that  office  for  protect- 
ing duties  had  not  been  too  readily  listened 
to.     Still,  seeing  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
concluded  his  speech  with  such  a  negative 
catalogue  of  remedies,  he  was  inclined  to 
fear  that  notliing  would  be  effected  that 
was  likely  to  afford  relief  to  the  agriculture 
of  the  country  now  or  hereafler ;  though 
he  did  not  mention  this  as  any  accusation 
against  his  right  hon.  friend,  but  as  a  sad 
proof  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  any.     He 
would  entreat  the  House,  however,  not  to 
let  the  agriculture,  the  main  interest  of 
the  state,  fall  into  decay,  without  delibe- 
rately considering   every    measure    that 
might  avert  such  a  calamity.    It  was  not 
this  or  that  branch  of  manufactures,  it  was 
not  Spitalfields  or  Coventry,  whose  exist- 
ence was  at  stake ;  it  was  that  of  England 
herself,  to  which  all  other  iiUerests  were 
mere  appendages.      The  question    was, 
whether  the  land-owners  of  England  should 
be  reduced  to  the  lowest  rank  in  the  scale 
of  society  ?    If  they  were  pressed  down 
to  the  earth,  then  would  perish  the  safe- 
ffuards  of  the  constitution — the  frame  of 
5ie  whole  of  English  society ;  and,  though 
die  language  might  remain,  England  would 
never  be  again  that  for  which  she  had  been 
admired.     lie  had  anxiously  listened  to 
all  that  had  been  said  in  the  committee ; 
and  he  must  say,  that  if  ever  there  was  a 
remarkable  coincidence  of  opinion  on  all 
sides  of  the  House,  it  was  manifested  on 
the  present  occasion.      Here    the   hon. 
gentleman  briefly  enumerated  the  causes 
ro  which  the  agricultural  distresses  might 
be  ascribed,   concluding  with  the  more 
recent  one  of  the  withdrawing    of  the 
country-bank  circulation.     He  had  listen- 
ed anxiously  to  his  right  hon.  friend,  ex- 
pecting to  hear  some  observations  from 
him  on  the  money-circulation  of  the  coun- 
try.    When  attention  was  directed  to  this 
topic,  it  would  naturally  occur,  that  from 
the  distress  prevailing  among  the  farmers, 
there  was  likely  to  be  a  diminished  supply, 
and  consequent  high  prices.      This  was 
not  a  consolatory  prospect  to  the  people, 
though  undoubtedly  a  remedy  would  in 
this  way  be  afforded  to  the  agricultural  \ 
interest.    But  then,  from  the  altered  value  - 
of  our  currency,  there  were  no  means  of 
obtaining  relief.     He  calculated  that  the 
price  of  wheat  had  fallen  within  these  five 
years  from  100  shillings  per  quarter  to  35  j 
shillings.    Of  this  fall  in  price  he  ascribed  I 
'jO  per  cent,  to  the  altered  value  oiL  our  : 
currency  I  which  bad  now  risen  nearly  to  [ 
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its  old  standard,  and  the  other  30  ptr 
cent,  to  the  fall  in  the  real  value  of  the 
commodity,  occasioned  by  peace  and  other 
circumstances.    Was  this,  he  would  ask, 
to  be  the  permanent  state  of  things,  or 
was  it  to  be  removed  ?     This  was  by  far 
the  most  important  part  of  the  present 
discussion.    The  fail  in  the  real  value  of 
grain  was  a  matter  beyond  the  regidatioa 
of  the  House ;  but  the  fall  of  price,  to  the 
amount  of  20  per  cent,  occasioned  by  the 
rise  in  the  value  of  our  currency,  was  the 
point  to  which  the  attention  of  the  legis- 
lature ought  to  be  mainly  directed,  as 
being  within  its  control.     He  would  con- 
jure ministers  and  the  House  not  to  leave 
the  country  at  sea,  the  sport  of  this  most 
dangerous  system.     The  depreciation  of 
currency  was  not  attended  with  the  same 
hazardous  consequences  under  thedespotis 
government    of  the    continent   as    with 
us.     What  those  governments  once  dkl 
in  adulterating  and  depreciating  the  cur- 
rency of  their  respective  states  could  aoc 
again    be    undone,  and   hence  all  ooo- 
tracts    accommodated  themselves  to  the 
change.      In  this  way  the  value   of  tlie 
ruble  in  Russia  had  been  depreciated  from 
half-a-crown  to  \0d,;  but  here  we  had  got 
to  this  situation,  that  our  notes  could  be 
diminished  in  value  to  almost  any  extent, 
and  then  increased  in  value  in  the  seme 
proportion.    Hence  our  system  was  one 
of  infinitely  greater     hasard    than    anr 
other  course  that  ever  was  pursued,    if 
our  standard  of  currency  was  to  be  main- 
tained at  every  sacrifice,  why  did  not  go- 
vernment, taking  advantage  of  the  present 
price  of  specie,  compel  the  bank  to  re- 
sume payment  in  coin  ?     Then,  at  lease, 
we  should  have  the  certainty,  that  the  fall 
of  20  per  cent,  on  agricultural  produce 
could  never  be  recovered.     If,  however, 
cash  payments  were  not  resumed,  then  be 
believed  that  a  great  part  of  that  paper 
which  had  been  withdrawn  from  circula- 
tion would  be  gradually  re-issued,  increas- 
ing the  prices  of  every  commodity,  and 
proceeding  exactly  in  the  same  course  as 
that  which  the  country  had  already  wit- 
nessed.    Something  must  be  done  to  se- 
cure us  from  the  dangers  of  the  system. 
Better  would  it  be  to  sit  down  with  the 
loss  of  20  per  cent,  than  gradually  to  in- 
crease the  circulation  of  the  country  to  an 
indefinite  extent,   and   thus   expose   the 
country  to  the  dangers  that  might  arise 
from  a  sudden  panic.      The  sj-stem    to 
which  he  now  alluded  had  in  its  effects 
been  the  chief  cause  of  our  agricultural 
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distresses.    Howr  greatly  had  it  tended  to 
degrade  the  land-owner  in  the  scale  of -so- 
ciety!    For,  having  borrowed  hundreds 
of  millions  in  a  depreciated  currency^  we 
had  now  to  pay  the  interest  of  these  mil- 
lions with  a  currency  at  par.    How  much 
of  the  real  property  of  the  country  must 
in  this  way  be  permanently  absorbed  by 
the  stockholder !     He  suspected,  indeed, 
it  would  be  found  utterly  impossible  to 
pny  the  mass  of  interest  in  the  standard 
currency.     He  should  be  happy  to  find  a 
remedy  for  the  existing  depression  of  the 
real  price  of  agricultural   produce.      If 
things  were  left  to   themselves,   indeed* 
this  evil  would  cure  itself,  and  all  other 
things  would  be  regulated  by  the  price  of 
the  necessaries  of  life ;  but  it  unfortunately 
so  hoppened,  that  there  could  be  little  or 
no  alteration  in  the  amount  of  the  taxes. 
The  portion  of  the  taxes  destined  for  the  j 
payment  of  the  national  debt  could  not 
be  diminished,  though  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  government  might  be  diminished 
by  the  exertions  of  that  House.     Some 
hon.  gentlemen  had  expressed  their  sur- 
prise at* the  difficulties  experienced,  seeing 
that  there  never  was  a  period  when  there 
was  more  abundance  of  produce  in  the 
country ;  but  the  value  of  that  produce 
depended  not  so  much  on  its  personal  use 
to  the  proprietor,  as  on  the  means  which 
he  had  of  exchanging  it  for  an  adequate 
return.    These  proprietors  were  so  situa- 
ted,  that  they  must  pay  the  money  they 
had    borrovved,   the    annuities   they  had 
contracted,  and  they  must  receive  an  equi- 
valent in  exchange,  to  enable  them  to  do 
this.       The  consequence,  he   suspected, 
would  be,  that  the  existing  plenty  would 
speedily  be  ended  by  the  want  of  remune- 
ration.    The  first  and  most  obvious  mode 
of  affording  relief  to  the  agriculturists  was 
that  of  reducini;  taxation.     No  one  cir- 
cumstance in  this  session  had  afforded  him 
greatersatisfactionthan  the  taking  offofthe 
war  malt  duty.     This,  of  all  others,  would 
be  the  greatest  relief  to  the  landed  into* 
rest.     He  did  not,  however,  quite  under- 
stand the  mode  in  which  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  proposed  to  give  the  relief 
up  to  July  next.    If  he  proposed  merely 
to  allow  a  drawback  of  the  tax  on  malt  in 
the  hands  of  brewers,  it  should  be  consi- 
dered, that  in  the   country  there    were 
many  families  who  brewed  tiieir  own  malt 
liquor,  and  they  would  for  a  time  be  de- 
prived of  the  proposed  advantage.    With 
respect  to  the  duty  on  spirits,  a  strong 
case  might  be  made  out  which  would  at 


least  show  that  this  subject  should  be 
again  revised ;  and  though,  with  respect 
to  the  many  other  duties  which  bore  on 
land,  he  was  not  sanguine  enough  to  hope 
that  they  could  all  be  removed,  yet  he 
trusted  that  the  committee  woiUd  lend  its 
endeavours  to  lighten  as  much  as  possible 
those  burthens  which  it  could  not  entirely 
take  away.    He  roost  cordially  concurred 
in  the  proposition,  that  prohibitory  duties 
of  all  kinds  should  if  possible  be  avoided  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  could  not  but 
allow  that  those  who  differed  with  him  id 
opinion  had  something  like  a  fair  ground 
to  go  upon.    They  might  truly  say,  that 
a  system  of  prohibitions  had  long  existed 
in  this  country  among  the  trading   and 
manufacturing  classes;  that  the  landholders 
had  hitherto  followed  very  slowly,  and  at 
great  distance,  the  path  so  generally  pur- 
sued by  the  other  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  that  they  had  not  from  time  to  time 
attacked  the  trading  board  with  petitions, 
to  protect  their  individual  interest  to  the 
exclusion  of  others ;  that,  on  the  contrary, 
they  had  in  general  been  the  sacrifices  to 
others  gain ;  and  that  every  prohibition 
had,  in  fact,  been  a  tax  levied  on  them  to 
the  benefit  of  the   manufacturer.    They 
mi^ht  justly  complain,  that  a  principle 
which  had  been  generally  acted   upon, 
while    it    operated    to    their    detriment, 
should  now  on  a  sudden   be  exclaimed 
against  as  a  wrong  one,  when  it  was  pos- 
sible that  it  might  operate  to  their  advan- 
tage. .  At  all  events,  they  would  have  a 
just  title  to  ask,  that  if  no   prohibition 
should  be  allowed  in  their  favour,  at  least 
some  of  the  existing  prohibitions,  which 
were  so  obnoxious  and  injurious,  should 
also  have  a  stop  put  to  them.     He  was 
perfectly  ready  to  allow  that  nothing  could 
be  worse  than  that  this  country  should 
adopt  an  exclusion    of  the  continental 
commerce,  in  imitation   of  Buonaparte ; 
nothing  could  be  more  futile,  as  well  as 
unprincipled,  than  that  we  should  consti- 
tute ourselves  a  nation  of  all  sellers  and 
no  buyers.    But' let  tliere  be  some  con- 
sistency in  our  policy.    What  had  been 
the  principle  of  proceeding  with  respect 
to  the  colonies  ?     Though,  according  to 
fair  principles,  colonies  had  no  right  to 
expect  from  the  mother  country  any  thing 
but  protection  of  their  condition,  yet  they 
had  repeatedly  applied  for  protection  of 
their  different  branches  of  trade  and  pro- 
duce.   Not  many  sessions  ago,  an  act  was 
passed  to  protect  Canada  against  the  im- 
portation of  Prussian  timber.    Was  this 
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wise    or    prudent?      If    it    was,    what 
was    the    fair  application   of  the  ar^- 
ment  ?     Was  it  not  at  least  tliis  ? — "  Don't, 
if  you  think  it  wrong,  add  any  prohibition 
tor  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural  capitalist, 
but  at  all  events  take  away  those  prohibi- 
tions which  benefit  others  to  his  injury." 
He  came  now  more  to  the  detail  of  Lis 
subject;  and  he  would  first  refer  to  the 
laws  respecting  wool.     Much  as  that  com- 
xnodlty  was  protected  by  our  laws,  yet  he 
belieyed  he  might  safely  state,  that  less 
attention  was  paid  to  the  improvement  of 
wool  in  this  country  than  in  almost  any 
other  country  in  Europe.       Much  finer 
wool  wa8  found  abroad  than  at  home.   He 
thought  that  a  small  duty  of  6c^.  or  Is.  on 
every  imported  pack  of  fine  wool  would, 
without  materially  affecting  the  price  to 
the  consumer,  be  a  considerable  relief  to 
the  farmer :   at  least,  he  was  auite  sure 
that  as  a  tax  it  would  be  infinitely  less  in- 
jurious  than  the  tax  on  agricultural  horses 
—a  lax  which  struck  at  the  yery  root  of 
industry,  and  checked  the  essential  machi- 
nery of  the  agricultural  labourer.       He 
thought^  too,  that  an  additional  duty  might 
fairly  be  laid  on  rape-seed  and  some  other 
seeds,  though  clover  was  not  one  of  them 
as  it  was  consumed  only  by  the  farmer. 
He  did  not  see  that  any  particular  advan- 
tage would  arise  from  the  repeal  of  the 
warehousing  system.      He  was  disposed 
to  allow  that  the  prohibiting  price  of  80;. 
was  now  equal  to  86*.:  and  so  f^r,  there- 
fore, the  protection  to  the  English  farmer 
was  higher  than  before.     But  the  evil  lay 
too  deep  to  be  readied  by  such  remedies. 
If  government  even  had  a  source  of  trea- 
sure in  the  moon  at  their  absolute  disposal, 
and  would  lend  it  to  the  farmers,  the  far- 
mers would  not  be  the  better  for  it.   They 
would  be  as  far  as  ever  from  possessing 
the  possibility  of  paying  the  5  per  cent, 
for  the  loan;  they  would  have  no  chance  of 
paying  the  debt.     He  did  hope,  therefore, 
that  all  idea  of  bounty  on    exportation 
would  be  given  up,  because  it  was  impos- 
sible to  do  good  hy  raising  money  on  the 
foreigner  for  application  at  home.     There 
were  two  very  important  branches  of  this 
subject  remaining, — the    tithef>    and    the 
poor-rates,  into  which  he  should  not  now 
go  at  length,  though  he  thought  it  right 
to  say  a  i'ew  words  about  them.     He  was 
the  more  anxious  to  express  his  own  view 
on  the  subject  of  tithes,  because  it  differed 
extremely  from  the  views  of  many  persons 
who  had  considered  the  matter  with  the 
jirreatest  attention.    He  did  not  think  it 
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wise  or  prudent  to  press  for  a  commuta- 
tion of  tithes :  for  he  believed  that  under 
the  present  system  the  fanner  paid  lev  ' 
than  the  real  value  of  the    tenth   parL 
There  were  many  persons  sufficiently  wil- 
ling to  clamour  against  tithes,  and  perhipi 
they  had  a  secret  feeling  or  wish  that  lod 
a  species  of  remuneration  should  be  dooe 
away  with  altogether:  but  heapprehendei 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  wishes  of  pl^ 
ticular  persons,   none  would   venUue  p 
suggest  any  alteration  of  the  system,  ei- 
cept  on  the  principle  of  a  fair  cxchoDge. 
It  was  well  known,  that  the  value  of  ue 
tithe  was  yery  different  to  the  holder  asd 
to  the  receiver.     Distance,   difficulty  oi 
carriage,  want  of  care,  neccesiiary  waste, 
all  tended  to  diminish  the  value  of  the  ar- 
ticle to  the  receiver,  and  this  depreciatioB 
would  of  course  be  taken  into  the  account 
in  any  system  of  commutation*      He  had 
no  doubt  that  every  farmer  in  the  kingdom 
would  rather  abide  by  the  tithing  syFteia, 
t  than  pay  a  compensation  which  shouiiibe  ; 
I  founded  on  an  estimate  of  the   real  value  I 
i  of  the  tithed  articles.     On  the  subject  of  ! 
i  poor-rates,  he  should  merely  suggest,  thit 
t  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  act  of  Eliza-  . 
beth  was  much  misinterpreted  in  commoD  [ 
practice.    It  embraced  three  classes :  finf,  I 
the  idle  and  profligate,  who  were  to  be 
compelled  to  work ;   sccoudl}*,  the  abie- 
j  bodied,  whether  married   or  single,  who 
:  had  no  calling,  and  for  whom  emplo\mer.: 
I  was  to  be  found;  and,    thirdly,  the  old. 
1  impotent,  and  lame,    and   such    a^  were 
j  poor,  yet  unable  to  work.      It  never  wjs 
intended,  however,  to  find  provision  io: 
those  who  were  strong  and  able  to  work. 
j  in  order  to  support  them  in  idleness,  ai.d 
i  as  a  mere  burthen  on  socictv.      Ho  shoiili 
i  conclude  his  addres^s  by  moving  two  rcao- 
!  lutions,  which   he  was  anxious  should  he 
I  taken  into  tlie  serious  con«iidcration  of  tiie 
committee,  which  might  dispose  of  them 
OS  it  pleased  :  all  lie  wished  was  to  tiirow 
out  something  wiiicli  I'.ppoarcd  to  hini  to 
be  useful.     His  first  resolution  would  re- 
late to  the  acis  against  the  exportation  of 
wool.     The  prohibition  on  this  subject  was 
of  the  most  rigid  description  :  the  severest 
interdiction  was  put  on  the  exportation  of 
wool  or  live  sheep ;  yet  he  believed  that 
the  most  fanciful  speculatist  would  allow 
that  the  penalties,  which  were  a  disgrace 
to  the  statute  book,  could  not   promote 
anv  of  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
There  was  one  act  in  particular  still  to  be 
found  in  the  books,  which  gentlemen  would 
hardly  believe  to  be  possible.     By  a  sta- 
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tute  of  Elizabetli*  any  peraoD  convicted 
of  exporting  wool  was  liable  to  a  year's 
imprisonment,  and  to  have  his  lefl  hand 
cut  off,  and  nailed  up  in  the  most  con- 
spicuous part  of  the  nearest  market-town. 
He  would  not  say  that  any  great  advan- 
tage would  arise  from  the  exportation  of 
wool,  but  the  honour  of  tlie  country  re- 
quired that  those  prohibitions  should  be 
repealed.  He  did  not  ask  for  prohibition 
protections,  or  monopolies  to  protect  this 
or  that  manufacture  or  produce:  all  he 
wanted  was  a  free  and  open  market  for  all 
useful  commodities.  He  was  anxious, 
therefore,  that  all  the  Uws,  primary  and 
secondary,  as  to  the  exportation  of  wool, 
its  carriage  coast-wise,  and  its  internal 
transmission,  should  be  repealed :  that,  at 
least,  Englishmen  might  enjoy  a  free,  open 
trade  in  their  own  staple  commodity*  The 
next  subject  to  which  he  should  direct  the 
attention  of  the  House,  was,  the  growth  of 
tobacco.  He  saw  no  reason  why  this 
country  might  not  compete  with  Holland 
at  least,  or  even  with  Maryland  or  Vir- 
ginia. He  could  not  show  from  direct 
tacts,  but  he  could  argue  from  the  evi- 
dence of  fair  inference,  that  the  cultiva- 
tion of  tobacco  might  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  flourish  very  much  in  this  coun- 
try, lie  had  looked  to  the  preambles  of 
the  several  acts  which  prohibited  the  cul- 
tivation of  this  plant,  and  tliey  furnished 
him  with  good  indirect  proof*  The  first 
act  passed  on  this  subject  was  the  12th  of 
Charles  2nd,  which  took  notice  of  the 
growth  of  tobacco  here ;  but  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  colonies  imposed  a  duty  of 
40«.  a  rod  on  all  tobacco  grown  here.  In 
a  few  years  a  second  act  was  passed, 
which  mentioned  the  great  increase  of 
cultivation  of  this  article,  and  imposed  a 
fine  of  10/.  per  rod  ;  then  came  the  22d  of 
Charles  2na,  which  imposed  a  still  higher 
penalty  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
cultivation.  From  all  this,  it  was  a  fair 
ground  of  inference,  that  tobacco  would 
grow  in  this  country.  But  a  recent  fact 
would  prove  it  further.  In  1782  the  pe- 
nalties imposed  on  one  farm  in  Yorkshire 
alone,  for  the  growth  of  tobacco,  were  no 
less  than  36,000/.  The  tobacco  planta- 
tion was  indeed  destroyed,  but  it  was 
pretty  plainly  proved  that  the  soil  at  least 
was  favourable  to  its  cultivation.  From 
these  circumstances  he  thought  that  there 
could  be  no  reasonable  doubt  of  tlie  suc- 
cess of  such  a  mode  of  cultivation,  nor 
did  the  ground  of  prohibition  on  account 
of  the  colonies  of  Virginia  and  Mar}'land 
(  VOL.  XXXIII. ) 


now  exist.  Perhaps  it  was  not  the  least 
recommendation  oi  this  plant,  that  the  cul- 
ture of  it  was  thought  a  good  prejfwrativa 
for  the  growth  of  wheat.  He  would  merely 
say,  that  tobacco,  if  grown,  might  be  very 
fairly  considered  as  an  object  of  taxation. 
He  should  therefore  now  submit  for  tlie 
deliberation  mid  disposal  of  the  committee 
his  two  resolutions  : — 

1st.  **  That  it  would  be  expedient  to  aU 
low  the  exportation  of  wool  duty  free ;  and 
also  tliat  wool  should  be  conveyed  internally 
or  coast-ways  in  such  a  manner  as  tlie 
persons  concerned  in  such  conveyance 
thought  fit. — 2nd.  That  the  cultivation  of 
tobacco  should  be  permitted  under  such 
regulations  and  restrictions  as  may  be 
deemed  consistent  with  the  interest  of  the 
revenue." 

The  chairman  suggested,  that  the  reso- 
lutions should  be  brought  forward  at  some 
subsequent  stage  of  the  proceedings,  as 
there  was  already  a  resolution  before  the 
committee  not  yet  disposed  of. 

Mr.  h\  Lewis  acquiesced,  and  withdrew 
his  resolutions  for  the  present. 

The  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tlicn 
suggested,  that  as  it  was  now  a  late  ho'ir, 
and  as  the  House  had  sat  very  late  on  the 
preceding  night,  and  were  likely  to  be 
occupied  to  a  late  hour  the  next  night,  it 
would  be  better  to  adjourn  the  debate. 
He  should,  therefore,  with  the  leave  of 
the  House,  move  that  the  chairman  re* 
port  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  i^ain. 

This  was  accordingly  done.  The  or« 
ders  of  the  day  were  Uien  disposed  of,  and 
the  House  adjourned  at  twelve  o*clodc. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday  f  March  29. 

Charges  against  Lord  Ellen- 
borough.]  Lord  Cochrane  rose,  he  said| 
to  present  an  additional  charge  against 
lord  Ellenborough,  for  his  conduct  upon 
the  trial  of  Charles  Random  de  Berenger 
and  others. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  noble  lord,  according  to  the 
usage  of  parliament,  to  state  the  nature 
of  his  charge  before  it  was  presented. 

Lord  Cochrane  stated,  that  it  was  a 
charge  against  lord  Ellenborough  of  par- 
tiality, misrepresentation,  injustice,  and 
oppression  in  his  conduct  upon  the  trial 


refusing  to  hear  him  (lord  C.) 
first  application  to  the  court  of  King*s< 
(2Y) 


bench  for  a  net*  trial,  and  is  lijlUlBgMi 
second  spplic3l ion  upon  th*  giMBlthM 
■11  the  peranns  implicated  (n  llw  m>M 
iadictment  did  not  appear  tACOBenrh  the 
application,  which  Kiuund  1m  (bed  C) 
concDiTGd  to  be  utterly  faf  ' 
involve  a  nianift-it  injustice 
4ith  any  principle  of  law  or  I 

The  diarge  btiiig  rend  bjth*  dwk, 
furthcT  charged  lord  EileWorou^  wit 
coutileaBncing  (ind  sanctioniMC  tlwvum- 
pmenutions  of  justice  Le  Banchipn^ 
nouncing  ten  ten  cc  upon  thft 
fened  to.     Upon  tlie  char|« 
lord  Cochrane  inoved    that  it  muld  be 


Mi;  £eeUar«  Mid,  bt  enJd  Mt  coBMiit 
«0-Aii  yfarib^of  Mi  piaar.  ■  Tlw  naUa 
Wn^  In  Wt^/mnOfW^UO^  vOt  lUIDin^  Of  in 

-"-fitigiteadH 


dtiectly  accused  him ;  And,  by  W  p»| 
ceedjne,  he  rendered  it  impociible  fartlaj 
Ipsmeu  jiidfce  to  enter  on  his  defenoh  ft| 
hoped  the  House  had  loo  much  ropee 
for  the  character  of  the  judgei,  to  enttr 
lain  or  narranl  an  insinuation  of  thiiM 
(o  pass,  which  threw  a  shade  on  their  » 
tc^rily,  witliout  giving  foil  opportuah^' 
retulDtion.  He  must  object  to  taat' 
mode  of  inculpating  a  ^udf^e.  AoocrtI 
ing  lo  the  nature  of  this  charge,  il^i 
peared  that  itie  proceedings  of  lh«  <M' 
juttice  must  be  incorporated  with  t^ 
of  the  whole  court;  and  against  thewtuk' 
court  he  ihoujtht  the  noble  lord  sbedj 
have  proceeded.  He  waa  aare  tht^  m  \ 
reflection,  the  nohle  lord  must  fM,  Cill* 
in  vindicating  himself,  or  acctmiag  «Sttn, 
that  he  should  kec\i  himKcIf  wiUrin  tlx 
limits  of  justice. 

Lord  Cochrane  said,  he  liad  aak  ns 
complaint  against  Mr.  Justice  Le  Blsnc. 
whom  he  supposed  to  have  no  knowledp 
of  the  proceedings  on  the  trial,  extni 
from  lord  Ellenborough'a  note*,  ni  i 
therefore  imputed  no  blame  to  Mr.  Jfr' 
lic«  Le  Blanc,  but  begged  the  House  H  ! 
recollect,  that  ihe  complaint  wu  waiMi  | 
the  chief  justice  of  England,  for  a  ial#  I 
cation  of  evideoce.  He  believed.  Am  t 
the  state  of  the  House,  that  not  tbm 
memben  had  attended  to  the  clwge  wUIe 
tbo  clerk  was  reading  it. 

Mr.  Sturgei  Bourne  said,   chat  the  I'oi-  i 
owing  words  would    he    found    in    tbe  i 
charge:—"  for  countcnnQciog,  lanctiaa- 
ing,  and  authorizing  the  miaivpreMatt-  | 
tions  of  sir  Simon  Le  Blanc,  when  fn-  | 
nouncing    the  sentence    of    tbe  eoatL"  | 
Surely  nothing  could  be  more  plain  ihu  ' 
this.     It  was  a  clear  charge  agninst  w 
Simon  Le   Blanc,   for  Iiaviitg  nusrnn- 
scntcd  filets  in  passing  sentence  on  tht 
defendant. 

Lord  Cuchrnne  said,  that  sir  Sioaon  In 
Blanc  was  not  charged  with  any  wiUut 
misrepresentation  whatever.  Tlie  letfnwd 
judge  had  uttered  roisreprcsentattoaa,  in 
puiut  of  fact — having  been  raided  by  the 
notes  of  the  chief  justice.  If  it  were  At 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  reject  the  utide 
wholly,  he  should  not  qppoee  their  dc^ 
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.tbeuUtlMAa 
•oMt  10  ^  lord  Gbirf  jo*' 
4a>«r<faMdK«rKfaWUMdii  botllH 
mtOt  Audi  he  mw  wUtd  ' 


ntrr,  mpoitiiig  to  bs  u  lesantloB 
_.  lom  SUanboraogh,  ma,  in  flMt,  • 
(AMgO  ogiiut  tbe  JQdgea  of  the  oonrt  of 
KingVbench,  though  they  were  not 
naniM.  Now,  if  alt  the  judges  were  cod- 
sidered  to  he  implicated  in  this  buiiDes*, 
the  noble  lord  ought  to  have  fairly  intro- 
ducad  them  in  his  charges.  The  former 
OGCuaadon  was  against  lord  Etlenborough, 
u  ■  angle  judge,  sittioK  at  Nisi  Prius ; 
but  the  acts  spoken  of  in  the  present 
charge  were  done  by  the  whole  courL 
But,  independent  of  this,  the  noble  lord 
bad  distinctly  charged  another  judge— a 
most  learned,  able,  honeat,  and  upright 
'ge.     He  had  made  a  diarge  against 

.  Justice  Le  Blanc,  which  be  had  no 
opportunity  to  answer.  The  noble  lord 
stated  in  this  article,  that  Mr.  Justice  Le 
Blanc  bad  passed  on  himasentenca  which 
he  consideied  unjust  and  oppressive — and 
that,  in  psssing  such  sentence,  he  hod 
made  many  statements,  that  were  not 
warranted  b^  the  evidence.  The  learned 
judge  certainly  was  not  included  in  the 
accusation;  hut  it  lefl  the  poison  to  be 
circulated  throughout  the  realm,  without 
bis  having  the  power  of  iuatt^iog  his  con- 
duct. The  noble  lord  bail  nuoed  Mr. 
Justice- Lie  Blaac,  aldiaugh  be  bad  not 


judge. 
Mr.  Jul 


Mr.  Siurges  Bourne  reiterated  bh  ftr- 
ler  statement,  that  tlie  article  conta^ed 
charge  against  sir  Simon  Le  Blanc 
Sir  John  Simeon  raid,  the  reasondile 
id  proper  mode  would  be,  for  the  noble 
lord  to  withdraw  the  article,  and,  homg 
corrected  it,  to  nibinit  it  igaiit  to  tbe 
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House.  There  certaioly  did  appear  to  be 
a  charge  of  wilful  misrepreaentation  made 
against  sir  Simon  Le  Blanc,  which  (how- 
ever willing  the  House  were  to  receive  the 
charges  made  against  tlie  person  formally 
accused ),  they  could  scarcely  consent  to 
be  laid  on  their  table. 

Lord  Cochrane  said,  after  the  statement 
he  had  made,  that  he  imputed  no  wilful 
misrepresentation  to  sir  Simon  Le  Blanc, 
he  thought  notliing  farther  was  necessary. 

Mr.  I'csej/  Fitzgerald  recommended  the 
noble  lord  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  sir 
J.  Simeon.  It  would  be  very  improper 
that  such  a  charge  should  go  out  to  the 
public  against  Mr.  Justice  Le  Bhinc.  As 
the  noble  lord  meant  no  accusation  of  that  I 
judge,  he  had  much  better  withdraw  it 
and  amend  it* 

Lord  Cochrane  said,  it  was  stated  as 
plainly  as  possible  in  the  charge,  that  the 
misrepresentations  arose  with  lord  Ellen- 
borough. 

Sir  George  Clerke  was  sorry  to  oppose 
the  receiving  of  tlie  charge  i;  but,  after 
what  the  noble  lord  had  said,  and  the 
suggestions  that  had  been  made,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  withdrawn.  He  read  part  of 
a  passage  in  the  charge,  which  stated  that 
Mr.  Justice  Le  Blanc  knew  the  evidence 
was  misrepresented. 

Lord  Cochrane  explained,  that  this  re- 
ferred to  the  affidavits. 

Mr.  LijttcUon  said,  if  the  noble  lord 
persisted  in  pressing  his  motion,  he  would 
place  the  House  in  a  very  painful  situa- 
tion. He  wished  the  noble  lord  to  have 
complete  justice  rendered  to  him ;  but  it 
appeared  that  he  here  made  an  accusation 
not  merely  against  lord  Ellenborough,  but 
against  sir  Simon  Le  Blanc.  The  noble 
lord  said,  he  did  not  charge  the  learned 
jud^e  with  wilful  misrepresentation.  If 
so,  he  surely  could  feel  no  unwillingness 
to  alter  the  expressions.  In  all  fairness 
and  equity  he  ought  to  do  this.  If  the 
noble  lord  did  not,  he  should  be  obliged 
to  vote  against  his  motion;  and  he  was 
sure,  in  so  doing,  no  person  would  impute 
to  him  a  wish  to  put  a  stop  to  this  solemn 
proceeding. 

Lord  Cochran^  expressed  himself  will- 
ing to  attend  to  it,  in  compliance  with  the 
feeling  of  the  House,  and  the  gharge  was 
accordingly  withdrawn. 

Butter  and  Cheesb  Tbade.1  Mr. 
Jtobinson  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Ilouse^  to  consider 


of  the  Butter  Trade  of  the  United  King- 
dom.    The  Kanie  being  read, 

Mr.  It  Gordon  moved,  «<  That  it  be 
an  instruction  to  tlie  said  committee,  that 
they  have  the  power  to  consider  of  the 
laws  relating  to  cheese  j"  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into 
the  committee, 

Mr.  liobinsun  said,  that  al^er  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  preceding  evening,  in  which 
the  question  of  the  butter  trade  was  re- 
ferred to,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  for 
him  to  trouble  the  committee  with  many 
observations  on  the  subject  He  last 
night  had  stated  his  objections,  generally, 
to  prohibitory  duties ;  but,  from  the  situa- 
tion in  which  Ireland  was  placed,  he  had 
acceded  to  the  wishes  of  those  gentlemen 
who  were  desirous  that  protection  should 
be  afforded  to  the  butter  trade  of  that 
country.  All,  therefore,  which  he  should 
state  to  the  committee  on  the  present  oc- 
casion was,  the  amount  of  the  duty  which 
he  meant  to  propose,  and  the  grounds 
which  induced  him  to  fix  it  at  that  parti- 
cular rate.  At  present,  the  duty  on  the 
importation  of  foreign  butter  was  5i*\\d* 
per  cwt. ;  and  he  proposed  to  substitute  a 
duty  of  120t.  per  cwt.  on  foreign  butter 
imported  in  British  ships,  and  of  25f«  per 
cwt.  on  that  which  was  imported  in  fo- 
reign ships.  With  respect  to  the  duty  of 
25«.  on  butter  imported  in  foreign  ships, 
he  was  aware  that  many  objections  might 
be  made  to  it,  by  those  who  were  inte* 
rested  in  the  foreign  butter  trade.  But, 
he  believed,  unless  that  sum  were  adopted, 
the  object  which  he  had  in  view  would  not 
be  effected ;  and  whatever  difficidty  he  felt 
in  proposing  any  duty  at  all,  when  he  did 
determine,  and  had  made  up  his  mind  oa 
the  subject,  he  was  bound  to  propose  such 
a  duty  as  would  fully  effect  what  he  in- 
tended. He  believed  the  butter  princi- 
pally came  over  in  very  small  ships,  and 
at  a  trifling  expense;  20f.  would  not, 
therefore,  be  sufficient,  with  reference  to 
them,  and  he  had  proposed  25s.  Many 
persons,  be  believed,  thoaght  this  duty 
not  sufficiently  high.  He  knew  it  was  so 
considered  bv  those  who  were  connected 
with  the  Irish  butter  trade,  who  wished  » 
duty  of  SQf.  to  be  imposed.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  merchants  engaged  in  the  Dutch 
butter  trade  would  say,  that  a  duty  of  %5u 
was  too  great,  but  that  lOff.  or  thereabouts, 
would  be  sufficient.  Now,  taking  the 
mean  betwen  105.  and  SOj.  he  thought  h> 
struck  on  Uie  point  that  ought  to  satisfy 
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both  partips.  He  then  moved»  <*  Tliat  it .  that,  in  the  present  instance,  the  duty  im- 
18  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  in  |  posed  was  not  intended  rather  to  procure 
lieu  of  the  duties  now  payable  on  all .  a  productive  revenue  for  this  countn. 
butter  imported  into  the  iJnitcd  Kingdom  ;  than  to  give  a  just  protection  to  the  trade 
from  foreign  countrie?,  there  be  levied  a  of  Ireland.  It',  however,  the  experience 
duty  of  20lv.  for  every  one  hundred  weight  of  a  year  proved,  that  it  was  caiculated, 
of  all  foreign  butter  imported  into  the  not  to  protect  the  Irish  butter  trade,  boi 
United  Kingdom  in  British  ships,  and  a  merely  to  produce  an  increased  reveme 
duty  of  25s.  for  every  one  hundred  weight    for  England,  he  hoped  the  right  honagefr 


of  all  foreign  but(er  imported   into  the 
United  Kingdom  in  foreign  ships." 

air  John  Neivport  said,  that  this  subject 
was  of  peculiar  importance,  as  it  affected 
a  brancn  of  the  trade  of  Ireland,  amount- 
ing, in  value,  to  very  nearly  one-fiflh  of 
the  whole  exports  of  that  country,  and 
which,  in  a  great  degree,  enabled  her  to 
pay  for  the  British  manufactures  that  were 
consumed  there.     If  they  conitidered  tin's 
subject,  they  would  find,  as  in  every  other 
connected  with  the  commerce  of  Ireland, 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  English  manu- 
facturer and  that  of  the  Irish  trader,  were 
inseparably  connected  together;  and  that 
lie  who  would  set  up  one  against  the 
other,    proceeded   on    a    principle    that 
tended  to  ruin  both.    When,  also,  they 
considered  that  this  trade  carried  some 
little  comfort,  and  some  share  of  wealth, 
to  the  poorest  farmers  in  Ireland,  they 
would  see  that  it  was  an  object  of  great 
magnitude  to  the  welfare  of  the  country, 
as  connected  with  its  tranquillity,  mora- 
lity, and  industry.    The  right  hon.  gentlo- 


tleman  would  propose  to  parliament  i 
duty  that  would  be  sufficiently  large  u 
protect  the  Irish  manufacturer  from  llie 
mequality  of  the  competition. 

fc$ir  hrederick  Flood  observed,  tliii 
having  waited  on  the  right  hon.  gentleniii 
for  the  purpose  of  making  some  represec' 
tations  on  this  subject,  he  observed  sa 
much  urbanity  in  his  manner,  and  so  much 
candour  in  his  statements,  as  induced  hint 
to  believe  that  the  right  hon.  gentlems:! 
had  the  welfare  of  Ireland  in  general,  as 
well  as  of  his  (sir  Frederick's  )  constitixenli, 
at  heart;  and  therefore,  he  went  awsy 
flattered  in  his  feelings  that  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  would  have  proposed  a  larger 
protecting  duty  than  he haa  done;  neither 
was  he  without  hope  at  the  present  mo- 
ment that  he  would  amend  his  proposition, 
Ireland  was  in  a  most  distressed  state. 
That  country  had,  indeed,  very  little  left, 
but  the  revenue  derived  from  this  trade. 
Grain  was  of  no  value.  It  would  not  pro- 
duce the  money  which  the  grower  had 
ex|KMnlc(l.     As   to   cattle,    there   was  no 


miin  said,  tliere  were  persons  wlio  tlioiight  !  niaikct   for  tlicm-      And    sucli    was  the 


tile  duty  lie  had  proposed  was  too   low. 
Nir  John  candidly  coiifofised  that  he  was 
one  of  those  individnals;    and,  when   he 
*t.Ued  that  tlie  trade  produced  L',.'()(),(K)0/. 
annually,  he  conceived  its  importanee  i'nllv 
justified  his  feeling  on  that  point.     The 
House,  in  deciding;  tliis  question,  onplit  to 
look   to   the  situation    in    which    Ireland 
stood,  when  placed  with  respect  to  this 
trade,  in  competition  with   liollaml,  and 
other   countries   on    the   continent,   that 
>:u|)plied    I'^igl.ind    with    butter.     In    the 
lirst  plaee,  they  must  consider  their  com- 
parative exemption  from  taxation;  next, 
their  vicirn'ty  to  the  Ihitish  market;  and 
]a>tly,  the  facility  with  which  they  trans- 
ported   their   produce,    in    small    vessels, 
which     incurred    very    iriHinjr     charges. 


p«)verty  of  the  people,  that  he  could  safely 
say,  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  he  hall 
the  honour  to  represent  had  not  the  meau 
of  paying  the  parliamentary  taxes,  and  liie 
county  rates.  In  this  state  of  things,  it 
was  ahsulutely  n(  ee>;sary,  that  the  butter 
trade  should  l)e  protected;  and  lie  denied 
that  the  duty  oj  'JOx.  o\\  the  importation  oi' 
foreign  butter  in  British  ships,  and  of  '2js, 
on  foreign  butter  imported  in  foreign  ships, 
could  effect  th;it  object.  It  would  rather 
act  as  a  stiniulus  to  the  industry  of  f/?e 
foreigner,  who  paid  no  taxes ;  'and  the 
consequence  would  be,  that  this  counirv 
would  heovorwiieimed  with  foreign  butter, 
and  the  Irish  butter  grower  [A  Jauiih] 
would  be  ruined.  He  should,  theret'ore 
propo-se  as  an  amendment,  that  ^25s.  should 


Whereas,  butter  was  exported  from  Ire-  j  he  substituted  for  i>05.— and  iJO.s.  for  '15s, 
land  in  very  large  vessels,  wliieh  were  '  in  the  Resolution  before  the  committee, 
hable  to  the  payojcnt  of  heavy  freights,  i  Mr.  Veseif  Fitzgerald  hoped  the  hon. 
and  ran  all  the  risks  of  an  extensive  navi-  baronet  would  not,  in  the  pnst  nt  state  of 
gation.  Therefore,  to  set  Ireland  on  a  '  this  (juestion,  press  his  amendment.  The 
fair  footing  with  the  continent,  required  a  |  right  hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Newport)  had 
very  considerable  protection.    He  Jioped,  i  expressed  a  hope,  if  the  duty  now  proposed 
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werc«  after  a  year's  experience,  found 
insufficient  for  protection,  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  would  come  forward  with  such 
an  alteration  as  would  meet  the  object  in 
view.  The  disposition  of  his  majesty's 
ministers,  as  might  be  inferred  from  the 
observations  made  on  the  preceding  even- 
ing, and  on  the  present  occasion,  by  his 
right  hon.  friend,  was,  to  propose  a  suffi- 
cient duty,  if  that  now  submitted  to  the 
committee  were  found  ineffectual.  It  was 
by  no  means  considered  as  a  measure  in- 
troduced for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the 
revenue  more  productive  to  this  country, 
but  was  intended  to  eive  relief  to  the 
agriculturalist  of  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
baronet  thought,  that  the  inequality  of 
competition  arose,  in  a  great  degree, 
from  the  exemption  of  foreign  countries 
from  taxation,  as  compared  with  the  bur- 
thens imposed  on  this.  But  Holland, 
which  was  the  principal  competition  that 
Ireland  had  to  contend  with,  was  not  so 
free  from  taxation,  as  might  be  imagmed. 
It  was  not  the  exemption  from  burthens 
that  enabled  the  <*  butter-growers"  there, 
as  his  hon.  friend  had  facetiously  termed 
them,  to  undersell  those  of  Ireland.  The 
productive  nature  of  their  soil,  and  their 
proximity  to  the  great  market  this  country 
afforded  them — these  were  their  advan- 
tages, and  against  these  a  just  protection 
ought  to  be  granted.  The  importance  of 
the  butter-trade  to  Ireland  and  to  this 
country,  was  very  fairly  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  baronet.  In  the  last  nfteen 
years,  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  the 
export  of  butter  from  Ireland,  and  in  the 
necessarily  improved  state  of  agriculture, 
was  signal  and  progressive.  In  1801,  the 
year  after  the  Union,  the  quantity  of 
butter  exported  from  the  several  ports  of 
Ireland,  was  225,500  cwt.  In  1814,  it 
was  46^,000  cwt. ;  being  more  than  double 
since  1801.  In  the  last  year,  when  they 
had  to  meet  the  competition  of  the  foreign 
merchant,  the  quantity  exported  was 
432,000  cwt.  the  average  value  of  which 
was  2,269)000/.  This  statement  would, 
no  doubt,  prove  satisfactory  to  those 
amongst  whom  there  was  no  dissentient 
voice  on  the  pronriety  of  aiding  the  do- 
mestic interests  or  Ireland. 

Sir  Nicholas  Colthurst  expressed  his  sa- 
tisfaction at  the  introduction  of  this  mea- 
sure, and  hoped  it  would  produce  great 
relief. 

Sir  John  Newport  recommended  the 
lion,  baronet  to  withdraw  his  amendment* 

Sir  i'.  Fiood  said;  he  would  comply  with 


the  sug^tion,  as  he  was  not  supported  in 
his  motion  by  the  Irish  members,  whose 
assistance  he  had  counted  on,  in  forwarding 
a  measure  of  such  importance  to  the  inte^ 
rests  of  their  native  country. 

Mr.  Pomonby  thought  the  observation 
of  the  hon.  baronet  was  rather  invidious 
when  he  insinuated,  that  those  members 
who  had  not  supported  his  amendment 
were  not  disposea,  as  much  as  others,  to 
watch  over  the  interests  of  Ireland.  H6 
hoped  the  people  of  Ireland  would  not 
suppose  that  he  would  neglect  their  into* 
rests,  when  a  fair  opportunity  occurred 
for  supporting  them.  He,  however,  did 
not  think  it  would  be  wise  towards  Ireland, 
to  press  the  present  measure  too  fiir,  nor 
could  she  expect  that  the  interests  .<)f  this 
country  would  be  sacrificed  to  her.  In  his 
opinion,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
had  gone  fex  enough  for  a  case  of  Expe- 
riment. If  it  were  found  necessary, 
they  could,  at  a  future  period,  proceed 
further. 

Sir  F.  Flood  assured   the  right  hon. 

gentleman  that  he  quite  misunderstood 
im,  if  he  supposed  that  he  meant  to 
charge  him  with  being  careless  or  negli- 
gent to  the  interests  of  Ireland.  His  feel- 
ing  was  entirely  diflerent. 

Sir «/.  Newport  said,  he  would  not  agree 
to  the  amendment,  because  he  did  not  like 
to  press  a  proposition  on  the  House  that 
might  create  a  diversity  of  opinion. 

The  original  motion  was  then  carried. 

Mr.  IL  Gordon  rose  to  move  a  resolation 
respecting  cheese,  which  he  maintained 
stood  on  the  same  footing  as  batter.  The 
duties  on  both  should  operate  on  the  same 
prindple.  There  was  but  one  distinction 
on  the  subject,  which  was,  that  the  interest 
of  Ireland  was  not  connected  with  the 
trade  in  cheese:  but  if  cheese  was  not 
protected,  the  farmers  in  Holland  would 
send  more  cheese  than  ever,  af^er  the  pro- 
tection for  home  butter.  Such  was  the 
present  state  of  the  cheese  market,  that  a 
cheese-factor  from  Cheshire  had  informed 
him,  that  the  London  dealers  would  make 
no  contracts  for  the  inferior  country 
cheeses,  but  onl]^  for  the  best  Cheshire 
and  Gloucestershire,  as  the  Dutch  cheeses 
were  preferred  to  our  own  inferior  ones. 
He  could  foresee  no  argument  against  his 
proposition,  in  which  he  hoped  for  general 
concurrence.  He  would  qtiadruple  the 
protecting  duty  on  cheese,  on  the  tame 
principle  as  the  right  hon.  eentleman  had 
acted  respecting  butter.  He  then  moved, 
<<  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thii  oommittee. 


715]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
that  in  lieu  or  the  duttei  now  pajable  on 
aU  cheese  im\ioilvd  iiito  thu  united  king- 
dcM»  from  foreign  cuuntrici,  there  be 
levied  H  duty  of  Itii.  tur  evmy  arui  hundred 
weight  of  nil  t'urcigii  cIuh^hc  impurted  into 
the  united  kingdom  in  Bnlioh  hui|i»,  and  n 
duty  of  20j.  for  every  one  hundred  weight 
of  ill  foreign  chec&o  imported  into  the 
united  kingdom  in  foreign  sfiips." 

Sir  T.  Adaad  cxproucd  himself  in 
favour  of  the  proposilion,  wiiliout  which 
the  cheese- man ufueturers,  in  the  ditferent 
oeuntiej  of  England  wonli)  be  very  much 
epatfluod. 

Mt<  Itobimon  laid,  he  had  found  aome 
diSicultiet  on  this  subject,  but  he  had 
DO  wiah  to  press  his  ideas  against  what 
might  sjipear  a  general  feelutg  in  the 
Houic-  He  did  not  thiuk  that  the  ques- 
tion reipectii3g  chee«e  stood  exactly  on 
the  (ame  grounds,  at  that  regarding  but- 
ter. The  hon.  gentleman  hnd  proceeded 
on  the  same  principle  with  cheese  as  he 
had  himself  done  ss  to  bulier :  but  it  ap- 
peared that,  though  in  1615,  the  impoila- 
lion  of  butter  had  increased  as  compared 
with  the  imporlution  of  18IJ>i  yet  that  the 
importation  of  cheese  had  diminished  one- 
third  under  the  operation  of  the  existing 
duty:  therefore  he  doubted  the  necessity 
for  increasing  the  dul^  on  cheese  to  the 
same  extent  of  the  prmciple.  If  his  im- 
pressions appcBTpd  nrong,  it  was  his  duty 
to  acquiesce  ivith  other  gentlemen.  He 
begeeil  them  to  look  at  the  case  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  Mellium  said,  it  was  to  be  conei' 
dered  nhu  the  eifect  on  the  cheese  trade 
rould  or  might  be,  if  it  wits  left  without 
the  protectioa  given  to  butter.  The  chi 
dealers  ought  not  to  sufler  by  the  ad< 
Use*  given  to  tlie  butter  dealers,  in  any 
fair  way  of  looking  at  the  case  altogethei 

jMr.  Hall  said,  that  the  imports  of  181. 
showed  the  necessity  of  the  boo.  member's 
rawlution. 

Mr.  Robinsan  said,  that  tfaoae  imports, 
ibough  nominally  in  the  year  1815,  were 
only  i^  to  the  25th  of  January  of  that  year ; 
ftntl  he  would  recommend  his  hon.  friend 
tn  lake  (he  official  valuation  of  two  years, 
initead  of  this  Hrst  view. 

Mr.  Egerton  expressed  himself  in  favour 
of  the  additional  duty  on  foreign  butter. 

Mr,  Thompson  was  not  altogether  in 
favour  of  this  system  of  protecting  duties  ; 
at  all  events,  if  adopted  in  one  case,  they 
ought  to  be  in  others ;  tor  if  the  foreigner 
found  the  butter  market  closed  upon  him, 

be  would  uy  Um  cbeeu  one. 


SeikuTC  of  Good*,  ^e. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Bxchegut 
the  hon.  mover  was  In  his  calculaiidl. 
led  by  a  false  analogy.  He  thougbujB 
a  review  of  the  existing  duties,  that  tMM 
dition  of  IS  per  cent,  would  be  suffidtot. 

Mr.  i'antonhy  was  of  opinion, 
equal  protection  was  due  to  thi 
und  butler  trade. 

Mr.  Gurdon  stared,  that  hia  only  4 
was  ttiat  both  should  be  placed  o 
tooting. 

The  rcaolutiun  was  then  agreed  ti 

Seizure  or  Cioons  dk    boa. 
asiDUOUs  Transport.]       Mi 
Mit  rose  to  elate,  that  he  had  some  dqt 
ago  moved  for'an  account  of  certain  Kl- 
zures  on  board  soineof  hiamnjesiy'sireat- 
ports,  and  the  only  papers  thut  were  pn* 
sented  in   consequence    of  this  motUD, 
were  some  relative  to  b  correapondance 
between  sir  Home  Popham  and  (he  ins- 
«ury.     Now,  the  subject  to  which  be  al- 
luded was  this — a  seizure  bad  been  mU 
on  board  the  ordnance  transport   AH><b- 
ous  at  WoolwJchi  a  variety  of  contntbti^  I 
goods  were  found  on  board,  seiud,  tai  I 
lodged  in  the  custom-house,  togctlier  villi 
the  names  of  the  parties  to  whom  thepra-  i 
perty  was  addressed.      A  list  cootainini 
those  particulara  waa  lodged  \a  (be  cto-  ] 
(cms,  and  though  it  could  only  eoony  an 
inedequatc  portion  of  information  to  the 
House,  it  was  yet  important  that  U  should 
be  forthcoming,  fur,  in  fact,  it   contained   ' 
the  only  information  which,  unde^theci^ 
cumstaoces  of  the  case,  the   House  «u 
likely  to  obtain.      He  would,  tberefarc^    : 
firet,  move  for  copies  of  all  correspondeoce    i 
between  the  boards  of  customs  and  trts-    ' 
sury,  touching  the  st^izure  of  the  tran^ot 
Assiduous.     The  hoc.  and  learned  gentlt- 
man  said,  that,  as  the  owners  of  the  traoi- 
port  disavowed  any  connexion   with  the 
fraud  in  question,  and  as  they  had  memo-    : 
rialed  the  board  upon  the  subject,  fae  felt    ) 
himself  bound  to  move,  secondly,  for  •    i 
copy  of  the  said  memorial.     Thetbtrdre-    | 
turn  for  which  he  should  move  waa  for 
copies  of  all  papers,  inventories  lists,  re 
ports,  or  other  documenis  transmitted  lo 
ihe  board  of  customs  relative  to  this  trans* 
action.     The  fourth  paper  for  which  hs 
should  move  was,  for  a  list  of  the  names 
of  ihe  persons  to  whom  the  packages  were 
addressed,  dielinguishing    the    notneo.  di 
those  to   whom   thu  packages   were   ad* 
dresed,  distinguishing  the  goods  found  in 
each  package,  and  the  goods  which  eack 
packet  wfts  MU«d  to  contain. 
+ 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
not  aware  how  such  a  list  could  be  made 
up. 

Mr*  Brougham  was  determined  that 
such  a  list  should  be  produced  as  he  was 
resolved  to  bring  this  business  to  light, 
and  to  sift  it  to  the  very  bottom.      The 

gublic  could  only  get  proper  information 
y  the  production  of  every  paper,  and  he 
thought  it  was  proper  that  all  persons  who 
were  on  board  the  vessel,  or  in  the  slightest 
degree  connected  with  it,  should  be  ex- 
amined. The  mode  by  which  this  could 
be  effected  was  only  by  moving  for  infor- 
mation in  various  shapes.  He  would  not 
rest  satisfied  with  a  eeneral  statement  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  and  crew,  but 
would  call  them  to  give  their  solemn  de- 
position in  a  proper  place.  He  had  heard 
on  very  good,  nay,  he  would  call  it  un- 
questionable, authority,  that  these  goods 
to  which  he  alluded,  had  been  seized  in 
the  form  of  ordnance  stores  [Hear, 
hear !  ] .  Tliey  had  purposely  been  packed 
up  in  the  manner  or  rockets  or  returned 
ordnance,  and  when  broken  up  by  the  of- 
ficers, with  iron  tools,  it  was  foundf  that  the 
parcels  in  the  inside  htfd  a  very  difierent 
address  from  the  packages  without.  On 
that  point  he  was  determined  to  be  satis- 
fied, and  satisfied  he  would  be  only  on 
good  grounds. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Joint  Post  -  Master  Gi;nbral.1 
Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  in  consecjuenceot 
Ho  answeroeing  returned  to  a  question  which 
he  had  put,  he  should  move  tor  an  account 
of  the  number  of  days  which  lord  Clan- 
carty  attended  at  the  post-office,  during 
the  time  he  held  the  office  of  joint  post 
master  general,  the  number  of  papers  of- 
ficially signed  by  him  durine  that  period, 
together  with  the  dates  of  his  appointment 
and  resignation,  and  the  amount  of  his  sa- 
lary. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
it  certainly  happened  to  lord  Claocarty,  as 
it  did  to  others  who  had  held  that  situa- 
tion, that  he  probably  took  very  little 
share  in  the  official  business  of  the  post- 
office  ;  and  as  he  thought  the  motion,  if 
agreed  to,  would  by  no  means  answer  the 
object  in  view,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty 
to  move  the  previous  question  upon  it. 

Lord  Castlereagh  ODserved,  that  lord 
Clancarty  received  no  emoluments  when 
he  first  went  to  the  continent.  His  ap- 
pointment was  then  considered  as  likely  to 
create  only  a  temporary  abaence;  but  it 


aftenrarda  continued,  and  with  the  most 
signal  advantage  to  the  country,  aa  well 
as  with  the  most  marked  display  of  talent 
and  ability  on  the  part  of  lord  Clancarty. 
It  was,  indeed,  with  considerable  reluc- 
tance, and  violence  to  his  own  feelings, 
that  he  had  consented  to  withdraw  from 
the  situation  which  he  held  in  this  country. 
He  had  already  stated,  that  he  received  no 
emolument,  directly  connected  with  hia 
mission,  though  he  had  performed  essen- 
tial services  at  a  very  cntical  moment. 

Mr.  Larv  observed,  that  the  only  charge 
which  lord  Clancarty  threw  upon  the  pub- 
lic, was  the  excess  of  expense  incurred, 
beyond  his  own  personal  fortune. 

Mr.  Bose  bore  testimony  to  the  distin- 
guished ability  of  lord  Clancarty,  and  to 
the  great  service  which  he  had  rendered 
the  country,  by  the  discharge  of  his  func- 
tions abroad.  With  respect  to  the  pei«- 
formance  of  his  duty  at  post-master  gene- 
ral, he  could  only  say,  that  if  the  return 
were  made  to  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man's  motion,  it  would  not  answer  the  ob^ 
ject  in  view.  From  the  manner  in  which 
the  business  of  the  post-office  was  trans- 
acted, that  return  mieht  bear  upon  the 
face  of  it  an  apparently  unimportant  dis- 
charge of  duty,  while  in  fiict  all  the  duty 
that  really  devolved  upon  the  office  baa 
been  performed. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  nothing  couM 
be  more  satisfactory  than  the  explanationa 
to  which  his  motion  had  led;  and  be 
begged  to  observe,  that  in  making  it,  be 
was  not  influenced  in  the  remotest  denee 
by  any  invidious  feeling  -  towards  md^ 
Cflancarty.  What  he  wanted  was,  to  illus^ 
trate  the  nature  of  the  office  itself,  and  he 
must  say,  that  he  thought  he  had  com* 
pletely  attained  his  object.  He  did  not 
blame  lord  Clancarty  for  holding  the  office 
or  for  receiving  the  salary,  but  he  did 
blame  the  system  upon  which  the  office 
was  still  kept  up  and  maintained.  It  Vrea 
evidently  a  sinecure  in  the  strictest  aenae 
of  the  word ;  for.  it  now  appeared,  that  anj 
man  might  undertake  it,  and  that  without 
any  detriment  to  the  full  discharge  of  its 
functions,  he  might  be  bejrond  the  seas  all 
the  while  he  fill^  it.  With  regard  to  the 
circumstance  of  lord  Clancarty  receiving 
no  salary  or  emolument  when  he  first  went 
abroad,  there  was  a  striking  difference  be* 
tween  the  statement  of  the  noble  lord  and 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  after  him ; 
and  he  could  not  help  saving,  that  what- 
ever private  aouroes  of  information  the 
hon.  gentkman  might  have,  he  was  more 
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flitpoied  to  trust  to  tlie  accuracy  of  the 
suteroent  made  l>y  the  noblo  lord.  The 
lord  said  he  had  ito  cmolumonts,  hut  only 
his  expenses ;  while  ihc  lion,  gentleman 
afGrmed  that  he  had  ttatliinj;  but  (he  ex- 
cess of  his  expenses  beyond  his  private 
fortune.  If  ihe  latter  were  true,  he  should 
tay  that  lord  Clancarty  had  not  been  well 
treated,  if  he  were  allowed  to  spend  a  sin- 
gle ahilling  of  his  own  private  fortune  in 
peHbrming  a  public  duly.  As  he  said  be- 
fore, however,  he  apprehended  the  official 
inlonnatian  of  the  noble  lord  would  be 
foUDd  more  correct  than  the  private  ititcl- 
ligence  of  the  hon.  gentleman.  No  doubt. 
IwiiCtancarty,  like  all  others  who  were 
eent  upon  public  missions  abroad,  made 
no  direct  charge  to  the  country  for  emo- 
linneata,  but  md  ti*a  wtpepani  paid  which 
.mwMiMidMtnpaattwaWoDt  aodM 
imnam-wmt,)m  tbouht  Oat 
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WM  not  completely  a  usdeai  one,  and 
wbednr  it  would  not  be  the  duty  of  the 
HooM  to  cut  it  off  alti^tber  ai  a  iine- 

Lord  CaitUreagk  observed,  that  lord 
Ctanearty's  appMntmeot  being,  like  all 
special  miawons,  not  attached  to  atiy  fixed 
BlBoei  and  uncertain  how  long  it  might 
last,  the  ezpeoiea  attendant  upon  it  were 
of  ceme  paid;  but  it  did  do^  therefore, 
fUlow  that  all  expeniet  of  a  personal  na- 
ture would  be  paid.  There  were  manv, 
indeed,  which  In  point  of  honour  could 
not  be  durged  to  the  peblic.  With  re- 
spect to  his  enjoying  the  salary  of  joint 
poat  maater  general,  it  should  be  recol- 
lacted  tfut  the  bboun  of  lord  Clancarty 
^road  were  as  great  and  greater  than 
UHM  ha  perform^  at  home,  and  for  them 
he  raCMted  no  direct  emolument.  Aa  to 
the  motimi  of  the  boo.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, if  the  return  were  made,  it  would 
aflbrd  no  satisfactory  infomiBtion  a*  to 
the  real  extent  of  omcial  duty  performed 
by  lord  Chmcarty.  Beiidea,  it  was  to  be 
raoMBibared,  that  in  addition  to  the  func- 
tion of  Joint  poitiBMlK  gtoBOi  badia- 
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charged  the  laborious  and  important  dutj  I 
of  preiident  of  the  board  of  trade,  iBdn  | 
such  a  way  as  reHectcd  the  highest  crsdi . 
upon  his  abilities  and  assiduity. 

Mr.  liariiii^  said,  he  felt  it  his  dutytt 
say  ihat  he  believed  iia  person  had  era 
given  more  general  satisfaciian  at  Ik 
bosrd  of  trade  than  lord  Claiictirty ;  ba 
still  be  thought  it  more  desimhle  to  O 
toch  sabfiea  to  ilie  oHices  in  which  lb 
service  was  really  performed,  tliun  to  plan 
persons  in  arduous  situations  without  i 
proper  salary,  and  then  remunerate  tlm 
by  an  office  in  which  no  duties  were  k- 
(juircd.  Lord  Clancarty  was  goneabnid, 
his  place  was  lilled  by  the  marqoit  «  ' 
Salisbury,  and  no  duty  wtiatorer  m 
done;  and  this  was  the  strongest  pflanbk 
case  10  exemplify  the  in  convenience  of  re- 
warding laborious  otfices  witlioot  salary 
by  sinecures  with  a  lir^b  appoiobaeDL 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  in  come- 
quence  of  the  cxplanatioa  that  liad  beta 
given,  he  should  wiilidraw  hi«  laotian; 
but  there  was  this  fallacy  in  the  cxyki*- 
tioQ  that  had  been  given  as  to  the  bottil 
of  trade ;  lord  Clancarty  was  not  the  onlj  ' 
pei^on  presiding  at  that  board  ;  there  w 
a  joint  controller ;  one  of  these  was  dw^ 
nothing,  and  in  lord  C)ancany*a  abscact 
the  vice-president  was  found  suiBcieot 

Mr.  Bathiirii  begged  the  House  eeuld 
remember,  (hat  ever  since  I^Ir.  Butke's 
bill,  which  abolished  the  board  of  trade,  >t 
had  been  found  that  the  country  requited 
a  performance  of  the  duties  belonging  c* 
that  board,  and  that  these  had  been  tn»- 
ferrcd  to  other  offices;  and  the  question 
was,  whether  it  would  be  better  lo  roc« 
to  the  board  of  trade,  which  Mr.  Burke) 
bill  had  abuliEhcd?  But  whenever  tbe 
Houae  took  tbe  question  up,  be  hoped 
they  would  take  it  up  independent  of  indi- 
vidual considerations. 

Sir  J.  Nmport  said,  that  Mr.  Buike 
abolished  the  board  of  trade,  intendiag 
that  it  should  be  supplied  bj  another  (a 
do  the  duty.  A  committee  of  tbe  privy 
council  had  been  appointed  ttt  that  pur- 
pose. He  thought  that  ■  band  of  thii 
sort  was  necessary ;  and  if  so,  iCwoaUbc 
better  to  pay  tbe  individuaJe  eapl^fsd 
directly,  and  not  under  any  pretence  lo 
keep  up  a  sinecure  place. 

The  oaotioa  was  then  witbdntim. 

Bank  Loah  Bilx..]  On  tbe  order  «f 
the  day,  for  the  third  reading  of  thabll 
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the  sum  of  six  millions  towards  the  sup- 
ply for  the  service  of  the  year  181 69 

Mr.  GrenfM  rose  tostntc,  that  notwith- 
standing the  numerous  disimssions  which 
this  bill  had  already  undergone ;  discus- 
sions that  had  failed  in  producing  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  of  England  any  defence 
against  tlie  exorbitant  demand  they  were 
about  to  make  on  the  public;  notwith- 
standing, he  repeated,  all  those  discus* 
sions,  he  retained  his  former  opinions  on 
this  subject.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (in  this  case  the  unwilling  aux- 
iliary of  the  bank)  had  not  even  attempt- 
ed to  controvert  his  opinions.  It  was  im- 
possible for  him,  therefore  to  allow  this 
opportunity  to  pass  without  again  calling 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  this  parti- 
cular branch  of  their  interest.  On  the 
present  occasion  the  right  hon.  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  instead  of  resist- 
ing this  wanton  and  unreasonable  de- 
mand on  the  part  of  the  bank,  and  thereby 
obtaining  the  praise  of  every  disinterested 
man  in  the  country,  had  culpably  (he  did 
not  mean  it  disrespectfully)  acquiesced  in 
the  interested  and  extravagant  views  of 
the  bank,  and  had  sacrificed,  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  public,  from  2  to  300,0001. 
a-year,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  swell 
the  enormous  and  overwhelming  treasures 
of  this  opulent  corporation.  The  inge- 
nuity of  the  defenders  of  this  measure 
could  not  controvert  the  position,  that 
the  state  of  the  question  was  tbis^"  You, 
the  public,  have  fur  the  last  eight  years, 
and  now  have,  deposited  in  the  bank  a 
stationary  and  permanent  sum  of  eight 
millions  and  a  half,  out  of  which  you  have 
received,  free  of  interest,  an  advance  of 
three  millions  and  a  half."  Was  it  not 
absurd  to  talk  of  an  advance,  as  it  was 
misculicd,  under  such  a  state  of  account 
between  the  bank  and  the  public  ^  And 
now,  when  0,000,000/.  was  wanted,  an  in- 
terest of  i'10,000/.  a-year  was  required 
for  the  advance ;  and  this  was,  by  a  mis- 
application of  terms,  called  a  loan!  Such 
a  designation  of  the  transaction  was  a 
mere  mockery,  and  an  insult  upon  the 
public,  besides  being  calculated  to  deceive 
them  as  to  the  real  circumstances  of  the 
case.  Parliamentary  interference  had 
done  a  great  deal,  and  would  do  more  on 
occasions  of  this  kind.  It  had  already 
augmented  the  stamp  revenue  from  30  to 
40,000/.  by  the  adoption  of  the  late  par- 
liamentary regulations.  The  next  posi- 
tive advantage  was  that  which  flowed  from 
the  present  bill,  by  which  a  saving  of 
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60,000/.  a-year  had  been  effected  by  bor- 
rowing 6»000,000/.  at  4  instead  of  5  per 
cent.  The  interference  of  the  House  bad 
on  those  occasions  alone  created  a  savint^ 
to  the  public  of  not  less  tlian  100,0(X;/. 
This  advantage  seemed  to  he  doubted  by 
his  hon.  friend  below  him ;  but  why  bait 
not  the  public  the  benefit  of  this  regula- 
tion in  180(>,  1813,  and  1814,  when  the 
bank  held,  as  they  did  now,  the  same 
public  funds?  At  some  future  period 
tlic  country  might  derive  considerable 
advantoge  from  the  unclaimed  dividends, 
to  which  the  attention  of  parliament  haif 
been  directed  by  an  hon.  friend  of  his 
(Mr.  Bankes)  and  from  which  no  less  a 
sum  than  a  million  of  money  might  be 
obtained.  He  stated  it  not  on  his  own 
but  on  tlie  best  legal  autliority,  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  act  by  which  tho 
charter  was  granted  to  the  bank  which 
would  prevent  parliament  from  taking  ihor 
subject  into  consideration,  and  making 
such  regulations  as  they  might  think  most 
conducive  to  the  public  interest.  Not- 
withstanding the  way  in  which  the  propo^ 
sition  had  been  received  by  the  right  hon. 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  he  felt  it 
his  duty  again  to  press  on  that  right  hon. 
gentleman,  shoula  he  extend  to  the  bank 
the  term  of  the  restriction  on  their  cash 
payments,  the  expediency  of  stipulating^ 
on  the  part  of  the  public,  for  a  participa- 
tion in  the  enormous  profits  accruing  t» 
the  Bank  from  the  exclusive  circulation 
of  their  paper  as  the  currency  of  the  coun« 
try.  In  all  he  had  said  he  meant  no  of* 
fence  to  the  individuals  who  had  the  man- 
agement of  the  concerns  of  the  Bank,  for 
many  of  whom,  on  the  contrary,  he  enter- 
tained great  respect ;  but  he  objected  ta 
the  system  which  had  been  pursued,  and 
should  certainly  therefore,  take  the  proper 
time  to  move  the  amendment  to  which  he 
had  already  alluded. 

Mr.  Finiai/  thought  that  the  situation 
in  which  the  public  stood  with  relation  to 
the  bank  of  England,  was  neither  more 
nor  less  than  that  of  paying  a  large  sum 
for  the  management  of  its  own  money. 
It  seemed  to  him,  that  by  the  bill,  the 
public  was  exposed  to  an  unnecessary  ex- 
pense of  240,000/.,  owing  to  the  amount 
of  the  balances  of  public  money  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  the  bauk,  and  which  ought 
to  be  withdrawn. 

Tlie  Chanceilor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  this  advance  had  been  made  by  the 
bcnk  at  a  time  when  it  was  most  wanting, 
and  at  a  rate  of  interest  below  what  would 
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be  dQpaanded  in  the  regular  money  market; 
ho  that,  by  obtaiDing  six  millions  at  4  per 
cent,  there  was  a  direct  saving  to  the 
country  of  60,000/.  a  year.  Amidst  all 
the  censures  that  hod  been  lavished  by 
gentlemen  on  the  arrangement,  no  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  prove  that  one 
more  advantageous  could  have  been  made. 
He  would  not  have  risen  to  address  the 
House  but  for  the  mistake  that  had  been 
made  by  the  hon.  member  for  Glasgow, 
in  asserting  that  this  money  was  part  of 
what  actually  belonged  to  the  public. 
Whatever  balances  lay  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank  of  England,  were  continued  there 
by  various  acts  of  parliament,  so  that  the 
accounts  could  not  be  now  withdrawn. 
He  censured  the  idea  of  blending  all  the 
accounts  into  one— -which  was  not  on^ 
inconsistent  with  the  acts  of  parliament, 
but  also  with  the  due  adminutration  of 
the  diffiirent  public  services,  all  of  which 
required  distinct  accounts.  Such  a  plan 
would  also  render  it  necessary  to  keep  a 
much  larger  aggregate  sum  than  there 
was  at  present,  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  various  offices.  That  amount  was, 
during  the  war,  much  greater  than  it 
might  be  in  time  of  peace,  and  the  trea- 
sury  would  take  care  to  keep  it  as  low  as 
possible.  The  money  now  advanced  by 
the  bank  would  not  be  withdrawn  before 
two  years ;  but  might  then,  whether  the 
accounts  were  increased  or  not. 

Mr.  Poiisonby  thought  the  argument  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  rather 
unfortunate.  He  had  acknowledged  that 
the  bank  of  England  enjoyed  a  great  ad- 
vantage, secured  to  it  by  acts  of  parlia- 
ment—and  for  that  very  reason  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  make 
a  better  bargain  for  the  country.  Mr. 
Ponsonby  complained  of  there  being  any 
bargain  made  with  the  bank,  without  a 
previous  communication  with  the  House  ; 
particularly  as,  in  the  former  session,  it 
seemed  to  be  understood  that,  in  case  of 
any  arrangement  being  intended  witli  the 
bank,  some  intimation  would  have  been 
given.  It  was  on  that  presumption  that 
no  motion  had  then  been  pressed  relative 
to  the  subject ;  and  having  looked  into  the 
common  vehicles  of  what  passed  in  that 
House,  he  found  that  he  did  make  an  ob- 
servation to  that  effect  at  some  length,  to 
which  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
gave  a  kind  of  nodding  silent  assent ;  so 
tiiat  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  no  ar- 
rangement would  be  made  without  the 
participitioa  of  the  House.    No  motion. 
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therefore,  was  made.  It  bow,  however, 
appeared,  tiuit.the  chancellor  of  the n* 
cliequer  not  feeling  that  so  strongly  as  he 
did,  had  concluded  a  bargain,  and  theod 
resulted  the  mischief  which  all  complained 
of;  for  in  reality,  no  chancellor  of  the  o* 
chequer,  placed  in  the  situation  in  whid] 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  phced, 
could  be  a  match  for  the  bank  pf  fiag* 
land.  None  but  that  House  could  oppoK 
the  bank  with  any  tolerable  prospect  of 
success.  It  would  perhaps  be  said,  tint 
he  was  desirous  of  running  down  thebsoki 
and  anxious  to  shake  its  credit ;  bat  be 
really  valued  the  bank,  and  was  at  sea* 
sible  of  its  services  as  any  one.  He 
would  not,  however,  on  that  account  be 
prevented  from  looking,  in  all  our  transac- 
tions with  that  corporation,  to  obtain  s tnct 
iusttce.  When  those  converastkras  re- 
lating to  the  state  of  the  bank  firU  com- 
menced, much  was  said  of  the  danger  re- 
sulting to  its  stability  from  the  attempts 
made  to  participate  in  its  immense  profits 
But  had  its  stability  been  a&cted  oy  uij 
concession  already  made ;  and  would  tf 
be  endangered  by  any  that  might  be  made 
hereafter  ?  The  advantage  supposed  to  be 
derived  by  the  public  from  the  present 
agreement  was  60,000/.  a  year,  but  in  | 
reality  this  advance,  at  4  per  cent,  sub- 
iectea  the  bank  to  no  difficulty.  The 
bank  did  not  advance  a  single  shilling  of 
its  own  money ;  the  advance  was  made 
from  tlie  public  balances.  He  therefore 
could  not  assent  to  the  agreement;  and 
he  was  confident  that  had  the  House  been 
apprized  of  the  intention  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  to  negociate  with  the 
bank,  that  such  measures  would  have  been 
adopted,  as  would  have  enabled  the  public 
to  treat  to  much  greater  advantage ;  but 
by  the  treasury  assuming  to  itself  the 
powers  of  that  House,  those  advantages 
were  lost.  He  could  not  consider  the 
House  bound  by  the  bargain ;  he  would 
therefore  negative  the  bill ;  and  if  his  hon,  ) 
friend  would  propose  his  amendment,  it 
should  meet  his  entire  concurrence.  To 
his  hon.  friend  the  country  was  seriously 
indebted ;  for  to  his  exertions  alone  might 
it  he  attributed  tliat  the  public  were  better 
oft'  by  100,000/.  than  they  before  hid 
been. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  considered  thoce 
exertions  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man so  highly  commended,  as  directly 
tending  to  annihilate  all  the  fair  profits  of 
the  bank.  He  would,  therefore,  advise 
all  the  bonk  stock  proprietors  to  divide  ss 
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soon  as  poatible,  if  tbey  hoped  to  save  any 
thing  from  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Lord  Folkesione  said,  he  was  not  master 
of  the  details  of  public  business,  and  did 
not  know  practically  the  mode  in  which 
the  transactions  between  the  bank  and 
the  government  were  carried  on,  or  how 
far  they  could  be  simplified,  so  as  to  render 
necessary  a  smaller  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  former  for  the  use  of  the  latter ; 
but  he  thought  the  principle  of  econo- 
mizing business,  now  so  generally  adopted 
in  the  management  of  extensive  private 
concerns,  might  be  introduced  wuh  ad- 
vantage into  those  of  the  public,  and  thus 
reduce  the  quantity  of  deposits  requisite 
to  meet  occasional  demands.  By  this 
means  a  great  saving  would  be  eftected, 
and  the  public  would  derive  that  interest 
firom  its  own  money  which  the  bank  now 
drew  in  its  stead.  He  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  circum- 
itances  which  had  lately  been  pressed 
unon  its  consideration  by  his  hon.  friend 
I  Mr.  Grenfell),  and  which,  but  for  his 
exertions  in  the  cause  of  the  public  might 
have  hitherto  remained  unknown  or  un- 
noticed. It  could  not  be  denied,  from  the 
statements  and  facts  which  he  had  brought 
forward,  that  the  bank  derived  enormous 
profits  from  acting  as  Uie  agents  of  go- 
vernment. For  managing  the  public 
debt,  this  corporation  was  paid  300,000/. : 
the  interest  of  public  balances  in  their 
hands  was  equivalent  to  5  or  600,000^ 
more.  This  source  of  profit  was  reduced 
by  the  interest  of  the  loan  which  it  ad- 
vanced to  government,  but  still  with  this 
deduction  there  remained  850,000/.  of 
clear  gain.  This  sum,  added  to  the 
300,000/.  paid  for  the  management  of  the 
nationnl  aebt,  swelled  their  income  to 
more  than  650,000^.  The  great  advan- 
tage which  had  resulted  from  the  discqs- 
flions  that  had  originated  with  his  hon. 
friend  was,  that  the  public  had  become 
acquainted,  by  means  of  them,  with  the 
gains  which  this  opulent  corporation  de- 
rived from  acting  as  bankers  for  the  nation. 
He  /lord  F.)  was  quite  ignorant  formerly 
of  tnis  circumstance,  nor  had  he  yet 
heard  of  any  justification  of  it.  He  saw 
no  reason  why  the  public  should  not  deal 
with  these  bankers  as  private  individuals 
dealt  with  theirs.  A  private  individual, 
irhen  he  opened  an  account  with  the 
bank,  defrayed  the  charge  ef  managing 
his  business  in  one  of  two  ways— either 
by  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  his 
bankers  sufficient  for  his  remuneration)  or 
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4iy  allowinff  him  a  commission  for  his  ad- 
vances. What  was  fair  in  the  case  of  in* 
dividuals  could  not  be  otherwise  if  carried 
into  the  transactions  of  a  corporation  of 
bankers  with  the  public.  If  the  enormous 
balances  which  now  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  bank  were  still  allowed  to  be 
retained  by  them,  they  should  manage  the 
public  debt  on  more  moderate  terms. 
The  rate  of  management  had  actually 
been  reduced,  and  there  was  every  reason 
in  favour  of  a  further  reduction.  It  had 
formerly  been  530/.  per  million  of  debt, 
and  it  was  now  only  300/.  In  the  time  of 
sir  Robert  Walpole  the  charge  of  manage- 
ment was  fixed  at  SGOL  a  million,  and  if 
that  sum  was  sufficient  then,  when  tlie 
debt  was  so  insignificant,  how  much  ought 
it  to  be  diminished  now,  when  the  amount 
of  debt  had  risen  to  900  millions  ?  The 
bank  was  alwa}'s  an  overmatch  for  the 
public,  and  for  chancellors  of  the  ex^ 
chequer.  Even  Mr.  Pitt  was  beaten  in 
his  negociations  by  the  active  prudence  of 
that  interested  corporation,  and  allowed 
them  450/.  per  million  for  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  public  funds.  When  te 
(lord  F.)  stated  the  profits  of  the  bank  at 
65O,O0OC,  he  was  far  from  exhibiUng  all 
their  advantages,  or  giving  any  idea  of 
their  accumulation  of  wealth.  The  go* 
vernor  and  directors  kept  their  greatly 
accumulated  treasures  a  secret  even  from 
the  body  of  proprietors.  It  was  conjec- 
tured on  good  grounds  that  they  had  not 
less  thon  13  millions  of  savings,  or  surplus 
capital,  besides  the  sum  on  which  tbejr 
divided  interest.  The  governor  and  di* 
rectors  had  not  complied  with  the  law 
which  ordains  a  half-yearly  dividend  to  be 
made  to  the  proprietors,  and  a  half-yearly 
statement  of  their  afikirs  to  be  laid  before 
them.  When  a  demand  was  made  by  in* 
dividual  proprietors  for  an  account  of  the 
savings  or  surplus,  it  was  refused  by  tho 
directors,  and  the  majority  of  proprietors, 
who  could  have  compelled  the  production 
of  such  a  statement,  was  founa  by  ballot 
to  be  against  a  di^osurer  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  law  required  such  a  dis* 
closure,  and  that  the  jealousy  entertained 
a  century  ago  on  the  subject  of  imino* 
derate  and  dangerous  accumulation,  which 
gave  birth  to  this  law,  now  imperatively 
called  upon  its  due  execution.  If  there 
ever  was  any  cause  for  public  apprehen* 
sion  from  the  excessive  accumulation  of 
wealth  in  the  hands  of  any  company  or 
corporate  body,  that  apprehension  shouki 
now  be  felt  from  the  immense  smplus  of 
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tlie  bank  ot  Euf;Und.  M«  would  not 
«pecula(c  oil  llie  inannor  ia  wli'icli  it  niii^ht 
bo  dsngcroui  to  tlic  cmutitutitin,  but  he 
did  not  regaril  that  iluimer  as  diiincrical. 
'fbe  nsiiou  luul  iirobably  nn  tiaht  ta  ap- 

utthc  legi*littii re  might  order  its  division,  { 
tuid  prevent  iu  incretue.  He  would  stat*.-  I 
tio  opiuion  on  ilie  lighl  whicti  the  public 
liJtd  to  paj'tiL'ipaKia  i ho  gains  whicli  uc- 
cruod  to  tiio  bank  from  thu  Iritiilaiivc 
fuvour  of  ll)u  rcttriclinn  act;  but  lio  <*•> 
dei'itledl)'  convinced  tbal  wc  ^ould  tuki: 
Mepa  10  conGne  within  propor  bounds  llie 

flower  and  iutlucncc  with  wliicb  thiii  opu* 
cnt  corporation  was  inveitutl  by  The  in- 
du]);L'nco  of  tile  governnicni,  and  th«  ad< 
wantageous  bargains  it  had  driven  witli 
ihc  public.  It  had  even  lolcrly  been 
sdorned  uiili  mm  of  the  attributes  of 
rojfalty,  by  being  alluwed  to  tako  the 
coinage  of  tliu  country  into  its  hnndf. 
1]«  would  certainly  support  bis  hon. 
friend'*  amcnilnK-nt,  irben  brought  fur- 
ward. 

Mr.  Ptler  Moom  saiil,  die  (|Uestion  was, 
Vbellter  the  balances  were  the  property 
of  tko  country  or  notf  The  affirmative 
va$  admitlcil  by  ihc  chnncellor  of  the  ex- 
cheqULT,  by  liia  introducing  the  present 
bill.  The  iiiHiculiy,  however, appeared  to 
be,  lioiv  to  get  at  tliis  property  of  the 
COUDlry,  forlitied  08  it  was  in  the  hands  uf 
the  bank  by  various  acis  of  iho  li'gislalurc. 
The  money  had  been  placed  tbure  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  tlie  ditferent  departments ; 
as,  so  much  for  the  ordnance,  so  niacli  for 
the  navy,  so  much  for  tlie  artillery,  &c. 
It  wati  honever,  never  intended  by  the 
legialaiurc  that  those  balances  should  ac- 
cumulate. If  llie  balances  of  public 
money  in  the  bank,  as  stated  by  the  chnn- 
cellor at  the  excheiguer,  were  depnsils  for 
different  services,  under  diSt^rent  acts  of 
parliament,  thu  legislature  might  make  an 
act  to  alter  this  Jistribulion,  end  to  ren- 
der them  a  yeneral  fund  available  fur  ge- 
neral purposes.  The  present  bargain  with 
the  bank  appeared  to  him  most  improvi- 
dent and  unjusiitiable;  and  if  the  bill  sanc- 
tioning it  passed,  wiibnut  meaning  nny 
tbinf^  personiil,  he  would  not  be  able  to 
lefraiu  from  calling  the  whole  trnusaction 
a  poUtical  bribe.  Bank  slock  had  risen 
eiiormoDsly,  the  proprietors  had  got  large 
dividends,  several  limes  they  had  diciri- 
buled  a  ^real  bunus,  and  their  savings 
after  all  were  accumulated  to  an  inununGe 
CXleaL  Tliose  savings,  tlie  directors  pre- 
tended, wore  to  replane  tile  Stock  which 


k 


Bank  Loan  BUI.  PSS 

had  bw:n  lent  to  govcroment.  The  cois- 
try,  he  insisted),  had  a  right  lo  itic  om  rf  | 
their  own  money,  ninl  ought  not  to  pr 
any  interest  for  ibe  luan  now  advanwi 
lU  (ruKtcd  that  tim  House  would  thwi 
out  the  present  bill- 
Mr.  AJaiiniifg  entrrid  into  «  defenct > 
llu-  bank,  end  a  jaitititalion  of  the  prww 
arrange mcntu.  Ho  spoke  at  aofnc  Imftl 
in  reply  to  ihc  arguim-nta  nod  etalEnidiii 
of  the  lion.  mcniberH  who  acciicvd  the  baa. 
of  deriving  exorbitant  protiia  fruni  at 
transaction  of  the  nntional  bunineM:  «■ 
deavouriiic  to  shoiF  that  the  i>ayroaii  ( i 
received  lor  managing  the  public  debt  «a 
not  too  great,  and  that  it  altbrdcd  a*  difc  I 
rent  limes  accommodations  lo  thegavcf*  1 
ment,  which  were  ctinivalent  iollicidn>-| 
tape  accruing  from  the  deposit  tf  govero-  ■ 
ment  balances  in  its  haiida.  lleiaid,  tltat 
in  IbOO,  when  the  charter  of  ibe  bank 
was  renewed,  the  aubjf^ct  of  the  probu 
which  it  derived  from  tb«  manugeiDMt 
of  the  public  money  had  been  Mh 
discussed,  and  the  fair  amount  aaoctiotf^ 
by  nns  of  parliament.  He  saw  » 
ground  fur  the  assertion  of  the  faoB.fW 
ticman,  that  the  bargain  made  by  gofefll- 
ment  was  extravagant.  He  further  «fr 
served,  that  allowances  made  to  iliebat 
for  traiwacting  the  public  biuinech  *c>* 
as  low  and  as  moderate  as  could  rroKUi- 
ably  be  expected.  The  bank  were  allowed 
1.50/.  per  million  for  every  million  nndei 
300,  3KI^  for  every  million  under  tWO,  ' 
and  only  300/.  per  million  when  the  sum  | 
exceeded  600  millions.  Tliia  be  conceived 
to  be  as  moderate  an  allowaooe  si  CoolJ 
bo  made. 

Sir,/nA«  .VrtiTiof/ observed,  that  thongh 
the  soin  of  sevenpence  or  eighipence  fcr  | 
the  management  of  a  hundred  pounds  IJ>- 
peared  small,  yet  the  charge  would  ap|>eai 
more  than  sufficient  when  on  flggregllt  . 
of  UOO  milliuns  was  lo  be  managed.  He 
believed  with  hia  right  bon.  frienil  ne« 
him  (Mr.  Ponsonbv),  that  the  chanceJJor  . 
of  tlie  exchequer  niigtit  have  mads  a 
better  bargain  for  tlic  public  AsD  he  bad 
done,  if,  according  to  the  dictate*  of  hii 
public  duty,  he  had  coosnlted  parliament 
betbre  he  con  traded  any  engagement 
He  was  led  to  entertain  tbia  opinion  Iran 
the  improvement  observed  even  in  the 
terms  of  the  present  arrangement  over 
tbo£o  of  last  year — an  improvemeRl  wbiti 
he  aitiibuted  entirely  to  the  interference 
of  parliament,  and  the  benibcidl  cxertioDi 
of  his  hoD.  friend  (Mr.  Grenfell).  The 
bauk  was  an  ovcnuaich  for  tbe  cbaocdlot 
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of  the  exchequer,  unless  he  took  the  par- 
liament as  his  auxiliary.  The  right  hon. 
baronet  next  adverted*  to  the  statements 
and  reasonings  of  the  hon.  director  who 
spoke  last,  and  contended  that  the  re- 
neival  of  the  bank  charter  was  procured 
by  an  advance  of  three  millions  without 
interest;  becanse,  in  consequence  of  the 
deception  practised  upon  the  public,  it 
was  believed  that  the  balances  were  not 
nearly  so  large  as  they  were  subsequently 
found  to  be.  He  was  convinced  that  the 
present  bargain  was  a  most  injurious  trans- 
action for  the  public,  and  that  it  made  the 
nation  pay  interest  for  the  use  of  its  own 
money.  ^  He  would  therefore  support  the 
amendment  of  his  hon.  -friena  when 
brought  forward. 

Mr.  Newman  regretted  sincerely,  that 
4^  was  not  in  his  power  to  congratulate  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  the  bar- 
gain which  he  had  concluded. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
to  move  an  amendment  to  the  preamble 
of  the  bill.  The  preamble  ran  thus — 
**  Whereas  the  bank  of  England  are  pos- 
sessed of  divers  sums  of  the  public  money, 
arising  from  balances  of  several  public  ac- 
counts, and  are  willing  to  advance,"  &c. 
'J  he  amendment  which  he  should  move 
was,  that  all  the  words  from  the  words 
**  bank  of  England,"  to  the  words  **  are 
willing,"  be  left  out.— On  the  question 
being  put, 

Mr.  Grenfell  observed,  that  this  was  a 
most  extraordinary  amendment,  and  if  he 
atood  alone  he  would  take  the  sense  of  the 
Houi>e  upon  it.  He  himself  had  proposed 
that  clause  in  the  bill,  and  at  his  sugges- 
tion the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was 
willing  to  incorporate  it  in  the  preamble. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  only  testi- 
iied  a  desire  to  have  the  concurrence  of 
the  governor  of  the  bank,  and  requested 
liira  (Mr.  G.)  to  consult  him  upon  the 
'  subject.  He  had  done  no,  and  received 
this  very  oracular  and  equivocal  answer— 
that  the  clause  cut  both  ways.  The  hon. 
governor  concluded  by  this  remark,  and 
he  heard  nothing  more  upon  the  subject. 
The  clause,  in  consequence  of  this  appa- 
rent acquiescence,  was  inserted  in  the 
preamble  of  the  bill  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, with'  ut  scruple  or  hesitation.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  since, 
iiowever,  consulted  with  the  authorities  of 
the  bank ;  he  had  seen  his  error  in  acting 
without  their  formal  concurrence ;  and  he 
now  came  iunvard  to  move  for  an  erasure 
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of  a  clause  expressive  of  an  important 
truth,  and  adopted  by  him  with  deliberate 


conviction.  The  House,  he  was  8ure» 
would  not  sanction  such  conduct,  nor  lend 
their  support  to  an  amendment  that  pro- 
ceeded so  monifestly  from  the  undue  in- 
fluence exercised  over  a  minister  of  the 
Crown  by  the  bank  directors.  He  im- 
plored them  not  to  permit  such  conduct 
to  pass  with  their  approbation,  or  to  allow 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  so  much  to  lower 
the  dignity  of  his  high  oHice  in  the  face 
of  parliament  and  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Mellish  stated,  that  when  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  given  liim  a  copy  of  his  in- 
tended amendment,  he  had  expressed  a 
strong  objection  to  it.  He  had  taken  it 
home,  however,  not  thinking  that  the  bill 
would  come  on  that  night.  Surprised  at 
finding  it  introduced  into  the  preamble  of 
the  bill,  he  had  been  informed  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  that  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer had  no  objection  to  it,  provided 
he  should  consult  the  governor  of  the 
bank.  By  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, on  the  othev  hand,  he  was  assured, 
that  he  had  understood  from  the  hon. 
sentleman  that  the  governor  of  the  bank 
had  no  objection  to  the  insertion  of  those 
words.  Mr.  Mellish  said,  he  complained 
of  them  because  they  gave  an  ex  parte 
view  of  the  question.  He  thought  it  un- 
fair to  have  these  words  continued  in  the 
preamble.  They  might  be  true,  but  if 
the  truth  was  to  be  spoken,  tlie  whole 
truth  should  be  mentioned.  If  the  advan- 
tages which  the  bank  derived  from  the 
public  were  to  be  inserted  in  the  preamble 
of  the  bill,  it  was  but  fair  to  insert  also  the 
advantages  which  the  public  derived  from 
the  bank.  It  would  be  only  deceiving  the 
public  to  have  a  partial  account. 

Mr.  Ponsonhij  called  upon  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Hoiise,  particularly  the  ibde- 
pendent  country  gentlemen,  who  belonged 
to  no  party,  to  observe  whether  he  was 
not  right  in  his  assertion,  that  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  was  not  a  match 
for  the  bank  of  England.  When,  after 
having  agreed  to  the  preamble  of  his  own 
bill,  he  consulted  the  governor  and  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  England,  and  pro- 
posed to  expunge  a  part  of  it  at  their 
pleasure,  and  in  compliance  with  their 
wishes,  must  it  not  be  allowed  that  the 

fovemor  and  directors  of  the  bank  of 
England  governed  and  directed  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  excliequer,  and  endeavoured 
to  extend  their  authority  to  parliament  it- 
self ^Hcar,  hear !]  ?  Was  the  clause  pro- 
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poied  to  be  expunged,  untrue,  irrelevant, 
or  improperly  expreued  f  Did  it  meet 
witli  any  objection  of  the  right  hon.  sen- 
tkinan  himself?  Had  be  got  new  Iigbt 
upon  the  subject?  Could  it  be  now  dis- 

S roved  i  No !  but  it  displeased  the  bank 
irectors,  and  must  therefore  be  ex- 
punced !  Was  not  this  a  glaring  proof  of 
the  mfluence  vrhich  the  bonk  exerted  over 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer?  He 
hoped  the  House  of  Commons  would  not 
degrade  itself  by  agreeing  to  an  amend- 
ment under  such  dictation,  or  allow  the 
clause  to  be  withdrawn  to  which  it  re- 
ferred. How  came  it  that  the  amend- 
inent  was  never  thought  of  till  the  third 
reading  ?  [Here  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  answered,  that  the  late  insertion  of 
the  clause  made  this  the  first  opportunity 
of  proposing  the  erasure  of  it.1  He  would 
beg  the  House  to  advert  to  this  striking 
demonstration  of  the  undue  influence 
exerted  over  a  minister  of  the  Crown  by 
Che  bank  corporation,  and  refuse  its  sanc- 
tion to  an  erasure  of  a  clause  which  ex- 
preased  nothing  but  the  truth;  and  by 
ameing  to  which,  he  again  repeated,  the 
House  would  degrade  its  dignity,  and  les- 
aen  its  respectability  in  the  eyes  of  the 
coirotry  [Hear,  hearl]. 

Mr.  Mellixh  said,  that  it  was  but  fair  to 
consult  the  directors  on  such  a  point,  for 
unless  the  bargain  was  strictly  executed 
on  the  part  of  the  country,  they  might  not 
fulfil  it. 

Mr.  Baring  declared,  that  he  thought 
the  indignant  tone  assumed  by  his  hon. 
friends  on  this  occasion  to  be  entirely  mis- 
applied. The  bill  before  the  House  had 
for  its  object  to  carry  into  effect  a  specific 
bargain  entered  into  by  two  parties.  He 
could  see  nothing  improper  in  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  consulting  the 
jroTornor  of  the  bank,  who  was  one  of 
tIio5c  parties,  upon  the  propriety  of  intro- 
ducing the  words  in  question  into  tlic  pre- 
amble of  the  bill.  A  string  of  resolutions 
had  been  submitted  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  (irenfcll)  on  the  one  side,  and 
another  set  by  the  j;overnor  of  the  bank. 
The  intention  of  these  words  was,  to  insert 
in  tlic  bill  the  substance  oi*  the  opinions 
entertained  by  the  hon.  member,  who,  in 
his  extreme  zeal  on  this  subject,  had  made 
so  exaggerated  a  statement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  public  and  the  bank : 
but  if  the  advantages  derived  by  the  bank 
were  to  be  recited  in  the  preamble  of  this 
bill,  it  was  but  fair  that  the  services  of  tlic 
bank  to  the  public  should  also  be  recorded 
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in  the  same  manner.  He  ceitttnW 
thought  there  was  •  great  diapontioD  u 
magnify  tlic  profits  made  by  the  bmk; 
and  the  noble  lord  under  the  gallery  U 
ascribed  to  them  no  less  an  attribute  thn 
that  of  coining — a  privilege  which,  be  be- 
believed,  was  not  much  deaired  by  Kbe 
governor  of  the  bank  ;  though  it  roust  Ik 
admitted  that  his  figure  would  auibi 
very  handsome  impression  [A  laugh]. 

Mr.  Rose  observed,  that  he  aivijv 
thought  long  preambles  to  billa  verv  m 
things.  But  still,  he  conceived,  thtlif 
the  statement  of  one  aide  of  the  qu» 
tion  as  between  the  bank  and  the  po^ 
lie  should  be  inserted,  the  other  shouii 
also  be  included*  He  aupported  tlie 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ticrnet/  said,  it  was  evident,  chst 
if  it  were  not  necessary  that  the  bargna 
entered  into  by  the  right  hon*  gentkaiaD 
should  receive  the  sanction  of  parBawtuMi 
the  House  would  have  had  no  aecurity  for 
knowing  any  thing  about  the  matter.    He 
spoke,  not  from  private  friendship,  boi 
from  a  sincere  conviction,  when  he  de 
clared  that  he  had  never  heard  sidor 
triumphant  statement  than  that  made  bj  . 
his  hon.  friend  upon  this  subject.     Afl  \ 
that  was  now  proposed,  however,  was  lo  I 
insert  in  the  preamble  of  this  bill,  which  ' 
was  to  g^ve  the  force  of  law  to  the  late 
contract  for  a  loan  to  be  advanced  by  the 
bank,  a  record  of  the  fact  aa  to  the  public 
balances  now  remaining    in   their  hands. 
But  no,  said  the  hon.  governor,  no  men- 
tion must  be  made  of  such  a  circumstance; 
we,  the  bank  proprietors,  must  go  down 
to  posterity   with   the   creilit    of  having 
served  the  public  gratuitously.     The  ques- 
tion upon  the  bill  itself  was  one  of  interest 
A  loan  of  six  millions  was  to  be  advanced 
by  an  agreement  made  between  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  and  the  bank,  at 
a  time  when  parliament  was  not  sitting, 
at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent.     Well,  thea, 
some    gentlemen     thought     this    money    i 
should  have  been  advanced  without  inte- 
rest at  all,  and  others  at  a  much  lower 
rate   of  interest,   considering    the   great 
profits  arising  to  the  bank  from  the  use  of 
the  public  balances,  for  retaining  wliich 
they  had  made  au  express  stipulation  ia 
this  very  bargain  :    but  what  said  the  di-     ) 
rectors  of  the  bank  to  every  idea  of  par-     ' 
liament  using  its  discretion  in  revising  the 
terms   of  this  contract?     Why,   tliat  it 
any  alteration  should  be  attempted,  the 
bargain  was  entirely  at  an  end.     This  wss 
the  answer  of  those  persons  who  called 
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themselves  such  steady  friends  and  sup- 
porters of  public  credit ;  at  a  moment, 
too»  when,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer having  failed  to  carry  the  property 
tax,  they  knew  him  to  be  entirely  at  their 
mercy.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  ac- 
quiesce in  what  had  been  said  of  the  fair- 
ness of  stating  the  services  rendered  to» 
MS  well  as  the  advantages  from,  the  public 
by  the  bank  ;  and  although  it  might  swell 
the  preamble  to  an  inconvenient  length, 
be  would  challenge  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Baring)  to  show  that  the  public  had  ever 
received  a  fair  equivalent.  To  him  this 
objection  to  the  introduction  of  the  words 
recognising  the  mere  fact  of  the  balances 
lodged  in  the  bank,  did  appear  most  dis- 
creditable, and  to  be  nothing  more  than 
an  unnecessary  cavil  to  prove --as  if  such 
a  thing  required  proofs— the  predominance 
of  the  bank  over  the  mind  of  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer.  It  became,  how- 
ever, the  dignity  of  tliat  House  not  to 
tuScr  its  own  legislative  proceedings  to  be 
altered  at  the  caprice  or  the  menaces  of 
the  directors  of  the  bank  of  England. 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  matter  in  dispute  was  by  no  means  of 
that  importance  which  had  been  attached 
to  it  in  the  course  of  this  discussion.  It 
in  fact  involved  no  point  either  of  finan* 
cial  or  constitutional  interest,  but  was 
rather  a  question  of  feeling  and  fair  dealing 
on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the 
bank,  who  held  themselves  pledged  to  the 
proprietors  to  see  the  bareain,  of  which 
they  had  approved,  strictly  carried  into 
effect.  He  certainly  did  not  think  the 
introduction  of  the  words  in  question  could 
prejudice  the  interests  of  the  bank,  or 
place  in  any  kind  of  jeopardy  the  terms  of 
the  contract  which  haa  been  condudedi 
Ac  the  same  time,  it  was  equally  manifesti 
that  the  object  on  the  other  side  was  to 
convey  an  insinuation  that  the  public  in- 
terest had  suffered  by  the  arrangement, 
and  was  therefore  so  fiir  objectionable, 
unless  it  was  intended  to  make  the  pre- 
amble a  vehicle  of  controversy  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  F.  Douglas  said,  that  although 
these  words  were  in  themselves  of  litue 
importance,  yet  they  had  gained  import- 
ance by  the  manner  in  which  their  intro* 
duction  into  the  preamble  of  Uie  bill  had 
been  opposed.  He  thought  the  dignity 
of  the  House  must  be  coakpromised,  if 
ministers  were  permitted  to  withdraw 
words  from  a  bill  at  the  mere  irill  and 
dictation  of  the  bank  directors. 


Mr.  Finiajf  conceived,  that  nothing 
could  be  of  greater  importance  than  the 
subject  now  before  tliem.  Tlie  country 
had  suffered  to  an  immense  amount,  from 
tlie  transactions  between  government  and 
the  bank  of  England,  llie  right  hon. 
the  cliancellor  ol  the  exdiequer  had  ln« 
dulged  in  an  illustration  of  the  different 
effects  which  would  be  produced  by  put* 
ting  a  guinea  in  the  pocket  of  every  man 
in  the  country,  and  putting  tli^  whole  of 
the  money  so  divided  in  the  hands  of  a 
few.  He  wished  that  ri^ht  hon.  gentle- 
man could  only  again  put  into  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  part  of  the  immense  pro- 
perty  lost  by  the  failure  of  country  banloy 
from  the  erroneous  system  of  circulation 
in  England,  arising  out  of  the  monopoly 
of  the  bank  of  England — a  monopoly  for 
which  the  public  received  no  adequate 
advantage.  They  knew  that  in  Scotland, 
for  nearly  one  hundred  years  back,  there 
had  been  nothing  but  bank  notes  in  cir« 
culation;  but  tben  there  were  no  privi- 
leged banks  in  that  country ;  they  were 
all  established,  from  necessity  on  a  good 
foundation,  and  the  public  sustainaa  no 
loss  from  them.  The  same  advantages 
would  be  derived  from  banks  in  this  cou»* 
try,  were  it  not  for  the  restrictions  on  the 
trade  of  banking,  in  consequence  of  the 
monopoly  of  the  bank  of  England.  In 
Scotland,  during  the  present  state  of  agri- 
cultural and  commercial  distress,  the 
practice  of  the  banks  was  totally  difierent 
tirom  what  it  was  in  this  country.  There^ 
instead  of  limitingthdr  discounts,  they 
extended  tliem.  The  bankers  coidd  do 
so  with  safety ;  they  were  all  under  the 
necessity  of  being  possessed  of  consider* 
able  property  in  the  funds  and  in  govern- 
ment securities;  and  they  could  always 
therefore  come  forward,  and  lend  tlieir 
money  on  proper  securities.  But  from 
tlie  system  of  banking  in  England,  it  was 
impossible  to  advance  money  in  this  man- 
ner. So  far  from  the  public  deriving  any 
benefit  from  the  restnctions  in  favour  of 
the  bank  they  had,  on  the  contrarr,  been 
deeply  injured  by  them.  When  lie  said 
this,  he  did  not  mean  to  condemn  every 
part  of  the  system  of  the  bank  of  England, 
or  to  say  that  there  was  not  much  of  it 
that  he  admired;  indeed,  he  admired 
evey  thing  about  it,  but  its  monopoly— the 
power  which  it  enjoyed  of  preventing 
other  companies  finom  doing  the  same  good 
with  itself;  He  observed  some  eentlemen 
impatient— as  they  had  come  Tatdy  into 
the  HousOi  they  could  not  understand  the 
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the  number  of  men  SS,000.  The  admi- 
rally  office  establishment  in  1 797  amounted 
to  S2,878/.  Certain  fees,  however,  were 
then  received,  but  were  abolished  in  1800, 
when  the  expense  was  raised  to  31),991/. ; 
it  was  in  this  year  56,883/.  The  marine 
pay-office  was  (in  1797)  1,780/.— now  it 
was  2,340/.  'Ihe  pay-oflice  was  then 
88,070/.— now  it  was  82,669/.  The  navy 
pay-office  in  1797  was  15,52t/.— now  it 
was  43,864/.  The  victualJing-office  in 
1797  was  38,115/. — now  it  was  49,195/. 
This  committee  had  stated,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  estabh'shmcnts  was  sufficient 
to  carry  on  the  service  at  a  time  when  the 
naval  force  of  the  country  was  much 
greater  tlian  at  present ;  and  it  was  then 
thought  that  in  time  of  peace  a  still  fur- 
ther reduction  might  be  made  of  5,000/. 
per  annum  in  the  navy  board.  In  all  the 
departments  a  large  increase  would  be 
observed.  This  was  a  prima  Jacie  case, 
which  he  defied  the  secretary  of  the  ad- 
miralty, in  the  elegant  phrase  of  the  noble 
lord  (Castlereogh),  to  knock  on  the  head. 
The  same  committee,  contemplating  the 
arrival  of  peace,  had  expressly  considered 
the  present  case,  and  had  stated  that  then 
probably  great  reductions  might  be  made, 
more  particularly  in  the  office  now  brought 
into  view  by  the  resolution  of  the  hon. 
baronet.  He  called  upon  ministers  either 
to  reduce  their  estimates,  or  to  state  some 
reason  satisfactory  to  the  country  why 
tlicy  persevered  in  these  unnecessary  bur- 
thens, lie  would  not  enter  into  any 
<H]Cition  repnrding  inilivklual  clerks,  be- 
cause he  felt  til  at  the  wlicilc  estimate  wjis 
iiuhle  to  the  stroniicst  oliicctions. 

Sir  Gcorf^c  Warren (frr  was  anxious  to 
follow  the  lion,  gentleman  over  one  or  two 
ofliis  statements,  and  to  correct  the  ciTors 
into  which  he  Iind  fallen.  The  comparison 
wliicli  he  had  instituted  between  the  ex- 
penses of  the  year  17i)7,  and  those  of  the 
year  ISHJ.  lie  held  to  be  unfair.  The 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  the  navy 
since  that  period,  and  the  unavoidable 
increase  of  expenditure  which  had  grown 
out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  times, 
ou^ht  to  i)e  taken  into  consideration.  The 
lion,  gentleman  had  assumed,  that  because 
the  number  of  men  in  tlie  navy  had  been 
reduced,  it  followed  as  a  matter  of  course 
that  tlie  business  of  the  civil  officers  of  the 
admiralty  must  be  diminished.  This  was 
by  no  moans  the  case,  and  the  reverse  of 
tills  might  in  many  instances  be  proved  to 
have  occurred.  Ho  did  not  hesitate  to 
ai>serty  that  the  reductions  cliectcd  on  tlie 
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Cfeliinatcs  in  the  present  year,  wcrcgrcstn 
than  those  whicli  had  taken  place  ia  I8C! 
(which  had  been  so  often  mentioned},  i 
compared   with   the   expenditure  of  ik 
preceding  year.     Since    that    lime,  i» 
mense  changes  had   taken    place  ia  iL 
dock-yards,  and  these,  though  condadn 
to  the  public  interest,    Imu    necesfaiil^ 
caused  gre;>t   expenses    to   be   incumj 
The  introduction  of  machinery  for  nur 
important  operations,  and   of  task  woi 
were  to  be  included  among  the  changsSe 
which  he  had  referred,  and  Ihe^e,  thon^. 
they  effected  a  saving  of  labour,  and  i^ 
mately  of  expense,   had    in  the  first  ii- 
stance,  caui^ed  a  number  of  persons  toh 
placed  on  this  estubliahnient  as  inspecton 
and  had  thus  created  a  very  consuleritc 
charge.     To  show  that  economy  bad  bea 
attended  to  in  the  pre!«ent  instance,  h* 
would  state  to  the  committee  what  \x» 
been  done  in  1803,  and  eompare  it  wftl* 
what  had  been  accomphslied  in  ISIG.  Tb:  • 
comparison,  which  he  was  about  to  brie 
forward,  referred  to  a  proposition  whict 
had  then  been  made  for  o  peace  establis:- ; 
nient,  and  was  not  liable  to  the  objectiK 
urged  in  answer  to  former  statementf.  ^  S 
could  not  be  said,    that  the  plan  whid  '■. 
he  had  mentioned  was  produced  at  ape- 1 
riod  when  the  peace  was  thought  insecuit ' 
and  new  war  whs  contemplated.    At  tha' 
time  the  prohahility  was,  that  the  pear, 
would  continue,  and  this  was  a  phn  I'cr 
peace    csl-.ihli^lirnent,     which     Jiad    bei 
l)rought  forward  in  1801?  (fourteen mot; li: 
after  pence  was  signed),  Ibr  the  scrvla''^ 
1S(>:^.     Many  comments  had   been  ria^^- 
on  the  comparison  instituted   between  ti:: 
expenses  of  the  last  year  of  war,  and  ilio*; 
of  the  first  year  of  peace,  and  statcnic:  ;• 
ha;l  gone?  foitii  to  the  world,   calciil.::i. 
to  induce  a  belief,  that  the  most  war.to'- 
and  lavibli  expenditure  was  sanctioned  b 
ministers ;    that   economy  was  in  no  in- 
stance atlende.l  to  ;  and  tliat  none  of  thon 
rechu.-tiuns  had  hecn  made,  which  the  put-  ) 
lie  had  a  right  to  expect  would  take  place 
on  the  return  of  peace.     Now,  what  wa- 
the  fart,  and  whnt  was  the  comparison  b*'- 
twecn  the  estimates  of  1,S()3  and  those  ct 
the  present  year  ?  In  1  -lOi),  instead  of  s 
dinniuition  of  expense,  tlicrc  was  actually 
an  incrca^se  of  KJjl-TO/. ;  in  18J6,  instcaii   ) 
of  an  increase,  there  was  a  diminution  oi    . 
8,5 11:/.     When  such  assertions  were  made 
as  had  that  night  been  advanced  agairi: 
ministers ;  when  it  was  asserted  they  were 
not  careful  to  make  any  of  those  rodai- 
(ions  which  ought  to  be  accouiplisdicd;  k 
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would  better  consult  the  interests  of  the 
country  by  making  comfortable  those  who 
had  fought  tliose  battles,  than  by  erecting 
monuments  to  what  would  be  best  record- 
ed in  the  page  of  history.  He  understood 
that  the  expenses  of  the  proposed  monu- 
ments in  commemoration  of  these  two 
victories  would  amount  to  half  a  million 
of  money ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be 
much  better  bestowed  in  making  additions 
to  the  half-pay  and  pensions  of  officers. 
What  he  wished  on  the  present  occasion, 
when  the  navy  estimates  were  under  con- 
sideration, was,  that  officers  of  the  navy 
might  be  placed  on  a  footing  of  equality 
with  those  of  tlie  army. 

Admiral  Hope  said,  he  would  not  detain 
the  House  at  present ;  but  when  it  went 
into  the  committee,  he  should  be  perfectly 
ready  to  meet  the  hon.  member  on  the 
various  topics  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Admiral  Mark  ham  begged  to  remind 
his  hon.  friend  that  the  matters  now 
brought  ibrward  were  not  in  the  estimates 
at  all.  He  should  therefore  have  thought 
that  some  answer  would  have  been  given 
by  a  member  of  the  admiralty  to  the  well- 
founded  complaints  now  made,  if  the 
officers  of  the  navy  were  not  in  an  op- 
pressed situation,  which  he  maintained 
they  were,  then  let  the  admiralty  show  it : 
but,  instead  of  that,  not  one  word  of  an- 
swer had  been  given  to  the  complaints 
brought  forward  by  the  hon.  member.  'Hie 
hardships  under  which  midshipmen  la- 
boured had  been  detailed.  Would  the  ad- 
miralty give  no  consideration  to  the  case 
of  those  who  were  not  included  in  the 
late  promotion  ?  Wliat  was  the  situation, 
for  instance,  of  a  midshipman  who  had 
been  wounded  ?  He  had  a  pension  ;  but  if 
promoted  to  n  lieutenancy,  then  he  lost 
that  pension  [No,  no,  from  the  opposite 
side].  If  it  was  not  so,  then  let  the  admi- 
ralty explain  how  it  was.  He  anxiously 
expected  from  them  some  reply  to  the 
well-founded  complaints  that  had  been 
made. 

Admiral  Hope  said,  he  should  be  happy 
to  give  all  the  explanation  in  his  power  on 
the  various  points  adverted  to;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  regularly  and 
satistiactorily  done  in  the  committee. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into 
the  committee  of  supply, 

'Sir  George  Warrender  rose  to  move  the 
remaining  items  of  the  Navy  Estimates. 
The  subjects  which  had  been  alluded  to 
by  an  hon.  member  were  felt  by  the  ad- 
miralty to  be  of  tiie  greatest  importance, 
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and  the  House  would  duly  appreciate  the 
merits  of  the  body  of  men  wno  had  been 
mentioned.  He  should  more  particularly 
discuss  this  subject  on  a  subsequent  item. 
The  vote  which  he  should  propose  was 
for  the  expense  of  the  navy  office,  which 
would  be  found  to  be  I, .500/.  less  than  was 
the  sum  mentioned  in  the  printed  papers. 
This  arose  from  the  abolition  of  the  office 
of  deputy  comptroller,  that  officer  having 
died  since  the  estimates  were  formed,  and 
from  merging  the  offices  of  registrar  and 
deputy-surveyor  in  those  of  the  head 
clerks.  He  concluded  by  moving  a  vote 
of  82,669/.  to  defray  the  expenses  of  tlie 
navy  office. 

Mr.  Warre  wished  to  know  whether 
any  explanation  had  been  given  of  the 
fact,  that  there  was  an  excess  of  two 
clerks  in  the  different  establishments  in 
the  present  year  above  the  year  1813  ? 

Mr.  Croker  said,  there  had  been  no  in- 
crease in  the  establishment  since  the  last 
year.  There  was  a  mistake  in  the  esti- 
mates, which  stated  one  clerk  more  than 
the  real  number.  As  to  the  number,  com- 
pared with  1813,  it  was  to  be  recollected 
that  in  the  first  year  of  peacci  before  all 
the  ships  came  home,  and  tlie  accounts 
were  settled,  the  business  was  rather  in* 
creased  than  diminished.  When  these 
accounts  were  settled,  many  clerks  would 
of  course  be  dismissed. 

Mr.  Frenianllc  said,  that  the  reduction 
of  the  civil  departments  should  keep  pace 
with  the  reduction  of  the  military  lorce 
of  the  navy,  but  yet  tliere  was  only  a  re- 
duction of  23  clerks  in  all  the  establish- 
ment, and  on  increase  of  expense  of 
19,000/.  Small  was  the  hope  that  any 
diminution  of  expense  would  take  place, 
if  the  salaries  of  all  the  clerks  were  to  go 
on  increasing,  according  to  the  scale 
which  had  been  stated.  The  whole  ex- 
penditure of  the  navy  in  the  different  years 
since  1811,  was  not  less  than  20  millions ; 
in  the  present  year  it  was  only  9  millions 
and  a  half;  but  in  the  present  year  the 
civil  establishments  were  more  expensivo 
than  they  had  been  at  any  former  period. 
He  should  state  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  reports  of  the  committee  on  the  public 
expenditure  of  1797,  of  which  the  Speaker 
of  that  House  was  chairman,  as  to  the 
suras  requisite  for  the  different  civil  esta- 
blishments of  the  navy  in  that  year,  it 
was  to  be  recollected  that  in  that  year 
the  expense  of  the  navy  was  16  millions—* 
the  force  100,000  men.  In  this  year  the 
expense  was  only  9  millions  and  a  half— 
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it  forward,  for  instances  of  ilic  Itintt  were 
mo>t  valuable,  na  ihcy  wor«  most  rare. 
Willi reg^anl  to  the  great  increaM  in  lK03t 
aftvt  tire  peace,  if  lie  (Mr.  G.)  was  not 
grossiy  mistaken,  it  was  in  ihe  department 
t>f  the  yards,  which  then  had  undergone 
considerable  alterations,  while  Ihe  rcduc- 
t  inns  were  tnudc  in  the  other  civil  branches. 
Not  comparing  these  estimates,  however, 
with  that  perioit,  he  ben^-d  lo  be  in- 
formed af  any  aOetiuate  nioli»e  for  aog- 
meiXing  any  galnrlea  since  ISIS;  yet  the 
receiver  of  fees  had  oblaiocd  an  addition 
to  the  extent  of  the  whale  aiuoum  of  (he 
sum  paid  lo  him,  and  the  Rurveyor  of 
Iniildiiiga  and  draughismen  had  been  raised 
from  6S<V.  to  1,0^0.  In  short,  there 
ficeniod  on  the  face  of  the  papers  un 
tivowcd  delcrminntinn  to  take  tho  utnioiit 
that  could  poBKilily  he  oblnined  from  the 
conseoiiDg  dibpoaition  of  parliament.  Mi- 
iiistenwere  noting,  not  merely  on  a  system 
of  profusion,  but  almost  of  insanity,  with 
n  itudious  design  of  insulting  the  people 
of  Great  Biitain,  without  puyuig  the  leaat 
altealioti  lo  their  reiterated  eiimplaliits 
against  the  undue  trcigitt  of  all  public 
burttieiw. 

Mr.  Cfoktr  said,  he  was  sorry  lo  l>c 
obliged  i^ain  to  intrude  himself  upon  the 
nttetitton  of  ibe  committee,  especially 
ntler  the  very  indulgent  bearing  with 
which  lie  had  been  favoured  on  a  former 
occasion:  but  ihero  were  some  points 
which  had  beett  alluded  to  in  the  course 
of  tile  discussion  which  seemed  to  require 
u  further  explanation.  He  should  first 
refer  to  an  observation  from  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite,  who  complained  that 
there  waa  no  reduction  in  the  civil  esta- 
biisbmenta  oF  the  navy.  In  reply  to  that 
objection,  he  could  only  repeat  what  he 
bad  Stated  before,  that  nc  would  defy  the 
lion,  gctatleman  himselfj  or  any  of  those 
who  tnt  around  him,  lo  produce  a  single 
instance  in  which  there  had  been  any  re- 
duction in  the  civil  establishtnentB  of  the 
navy  during  the  first  year  of  peace.  In 
1763,  there  were  precisely  the  same  civil 
cstabluhments,  as  during  the  preceding 
year  of  war;  in  the  peace  of  1783,  in  like 
manner,  the  civil  establishments  expe- 
rienced no  reduction  from  what  they  were 
during  war;  and  in  1802  also,  the  civil 
establishments  were  the  same  at  in  war. 
The  only  dj^rcnce,  in  fact,  between  the 
estimatei  now  proposed,  end  those  which 
had  been  proposed  on  all  former  occasions 
during  the  first  year  of  peace,  was,  that 
in  the  p[£»eBt  eaiiiBStw  titeta  *ru~  •eme 
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tliKKOt-e  uf  Ihe  civil  eatablLilintonis,  ai 
in  the  former  there  bod  bevn  none  at  l. 
In  1783,  fitr  cxanrrtle,  there  «-»  an  i«- 
creniH!  of  the  derks  beyond  whu  ha 
been  kept  up  in  war,  thu  number  bcjni 
augmented  fiom  thirty-two  to  thirty 
seven.  Ic  might  be  asked,  was  there  itn 
neeeBsityfor  that  augmentation  f  Nodouti 
there  was  -,  and  lie  did  nut  mean  to  est 
any  blame  upon  the  admiralty  of  ihildi: 
for  making  such  increase,  bccaiuu  tbm 
waa  generally  so  mucli  ndditiannl  labsc 
crcntcd  by  the  very  cesaatioii  of  war,  da 
a  greater  number  of  clerks  became  a(w- 
luiely  nctr^ssary.  But,  it  Itsd  been  «M  | 
by  the  hon,  genllemni),  why  tlie  salm 
of  the  cli-rks  were  incrensed?  Ho  jn- 
snmcd  that  hon.  genilcninn  was  not  • 
the  Hou*a  on  n  former  evening,  wften  ht 
hud  occasion  lo  discuss  that  braoebaf  tJiti 
argument ;  and  he  ceriaitily  did  Ml  men  ' 
to  CO  again  ihruuith  all  (he  Btateneats  inn 
winch  he  then  entered.  lie  wouldwin|rit  I 
observe,  however,  for  the  satis&ctMn  al 
the  bon.  gentleman,  that  the  naval  vi0- 
[ri«tration  was  induced  to  attend  ta  6» 
prayers  of  timt  most  ii)i.-ritoriou*anddt- 
serving  cla<n  of  irKlividuuls,  from  tbeprr- 
ftct  and  Milinriiti'irv  proof  wbicti  wsssi' 
forded  f.f  their  Injlii-  in  a  ^laie  of  t!» 
most  abJL'Ct  poverty.  Ho  would  put  it  is 
the  House,  therefore,  opon  tlia  pi tBrii>J', 
not  only  of  common  justice  nnd  humamty.  1 
but  of  good  policy  and  even  cconoinT 
whether  they  ought  to  suffer  men  wtu 
had  laboured  hard  in  tbo  public  service, 
who  were  entrusted  with  accounts  of  gR*[  i 
tnagniludc  and  importance,  who  were  ea-  \ 
trusted  nlt^o  with  the  management  <>i 
money,  and  who  were  subject  to  a  coeii-  [ 
derable  degreeof  responsibility— he  wwW 
put  it  to  the  House,  whether  such  mm 
ought  to  remain  in  a  condition,  in  wbici: 
they  could  not  maintain  themselves  re-  i 
spectably,  and  in  which  even  their  >fr 
tegrity  could  hardly  be  considered  bt- 
yond  temptation?  Hut,  in  point  of /act 
it  would  appear  that  the  increase  of  ihei; 
salaries  did  not  create  so  great  an  addi- 
tional burthen  as  was  imagined.  Tbt 
salaries  ntluehed  to  those  offices  durint 
the  last  year,  amounted  to  78.200/.  (dr 
took  the  amount  in  round  numbers,  witbw' 
attending  to  any  fmctional  [inrts);  Ae 
amOimt  of  Ihera  for  the  present  year  » 
95.11001.,  being  an  increase  only  of  abtfoi 
6,ftO(V.  and  that  increase  was  spread  Vte 
a  number  of  indtviduuls  not  fewer  in  niM' 
her  than  two  hundred,  But  the  wA 
mm,  that  lh»uH:reue  waa  rstber  noond 
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than  real  if  considered  in  its  whole  extent, 
and  it  could  not  fairly  be  considered  as  an 
increase  commencing  wiih  the  present 
year ;  for  he  had  to  acquaint  the  House 
that  it  had.  always  been  the  custom  of  the 
navy  oificc  for  instance  to  pay  out  of  the 
contingents  of  the  service,  a  certain  sum 
for  extra  clerks,  and  to  clerks  for  extra 
labour.  Those  sums  amounted  in  the  whole 
to  l.;3(K)/.  Thus  leaving  a  real  increase 
of  only  ^ly'MyOl,  Ho  would  pledge  himself 
to  prove  that  that  was  the  only  real  in* 
oroase  of  their  salaries.  With  respect  to 
the  motives  which  induced  the  govern- 
ment to  grant  an  augmentation,  he  was 
a^tonislied  at  the  imputations  which  had 
been  cast  upon  them  by  some  hon.  gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  side.  Political 
considerations  must  surely  have  been 
wholly  out  of  the  question ;  and  as  to 
patronage,  or  influence,  he  should  be  glad 
to  know  what  advantage  could  be  antici- 
pated from  allowing  a  reasonable  remune- 
ration to  persons  whose  services  entitled 
them  to  it.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that 
the  House,  when  it  knew  that  this  most 
meritorious  and  useful  class  of  servants 
had  been  for  many  years  reduced  to  a 
state  of  the  most  abject  misery,  would  not 
think  the  increase  of  their  salaries  was 
illctated  by  any  very  violent  spirit  of  ex- 
travagance. 

Mr.  Tierney  adverted  to  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  secretary  on  a  former  night ; 
and  now  repeated,  that  the  civil  expendi- 
ture of  the  first  year  of  peace  was  always 
equal  to  that  of  the  last  year  of  war.  This 
might  or  might  not  be  true  of  former 
years;  but  it  did  not  alter  what  he  (Mr. 
'J^icrney)  had  incontrovertibly  shown,  that 
comparing  the  estimates  now  brought  for- 
ward for  the  first  year  of  peace  with  those 
voted  for  the  last  year  of  positive  war, 
1814,  there  was  an  actual  increase  of 
20,000/.  It  could  not,  however,  be  denied 
that,  even  as  applied  to  former  years,  the 
assertion  of  the  hon.  secretary  was  not 
correct  with  respect  to  particular  depart- 
ments; for  in  1749,  compared  with  1748, 
there  was  a  decrease  from  41,000/i  to 
^7iOOO/.  As  to  the  peace  of  Amiens,  he 
never  had  and  never  would  examine  it ; 
but  he  referred  to  the  noble  lord  opposite 
(Castlereagh^,  then  in  office,  to  state 
whether  in  tne  sort  of  jeopardy  in  which 
the  nation  was  then  placed^-when,  be- 
tween the  signature  and  the  ratification 
of  peace,  a  French  fleet  had  been  sent  out 
to  the  West  Indies—- it  was  fit  to  make  it 
a  point  of  comparison  [Hoar  !]•  In  truth, 
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the  hon.  secretary  to  the  admiralty  had 
established  nothing  material  to  tlic  real 
question,  why  the  estimates  of  the  present 
exceeded  those  of  the  last  year  by  20,000^.; 
but  if,  indeed,  he  imagined  that  he  had 
gained  any  sort  of  victory,  in  proving  that 
the  people  ought  to  bear  all  the  burthens 
of  war,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  he 
was  not  at  all  anxious  to  deprive  him  of 
the  triumph.  He  was  aware  that,  let  him 
say  what  he  would,  he  could  effect  no- 
tliing;  and,  for  this  reason,  he  would  not 
enter  into  the  details :  but  it  was  a  great 
and  striking  fiict,  that  whereas  in  1804 
the  charge  for  the  civil  establishment  was 
SI, 000/.,  in  1816  it  was  increased  to  the 
enormous  sum  of  230,000/. ;  and  he  ap« 
prchended  that  the  country  would  not  be 
satisfied  without  a  strict  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  the  prodigious  difierence.  The 
hon.  baronet  had  spoken  of  machinery 
occasioning  fresh  expenses,  when,  in  truth, 
it  had  been  put  up  merely  from  econo- 
mical motives ;  and,  if  it  defeated  its  own 
purpose,  an  additional  ground  was  laid  for 
examination.  On  the  face  of  the  papers 
it  appeared,  that,  since  1800,  the  clerks  of 
the  admiralty  had  been  raised  from  18  to 
28,  without  any  reason  assigned ;  and  if  he 
(Mr.  T.)  wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
committee  upon  the  question,  there  was 
no  mode  of  doing  so  now,  as  the  resolu- 
tion merely  referred  to  an  amount  of 
money.  Why  did  ministers  refuse  all  in- 
quiry, if  they  really  meant  to  save  the 
public  money  I  It  was  his  firm  and  con- 
scientious conviction,  that  if  the  whole 
matter  were  probed  to  the  bottom,  very 
large  sums  might  be  saved  that  were  now 
completely  thrown  away ;  and  that  he  did 
not  so  assert  without  some  foundation, 
was  obvious  from  the  conduct  of  ministers 
themselves.  The  ordnance  estimates  had 
been  first  laid  upon  the  table,  framed  ac- 
cording to  the  extravagant  plan  of  those 
now  moved  for  the  navy ;  yet,  when  the 
noble  lord  and  his  friendlis  began  to  appre- 
hend that  they  could  not  carry  them  with- 
out great  reduction,  they  prudently  withr. 
drew  them ;  and  those  gentlemen  who  be- 
fore had  made  out  the  accounts,  as  they 
then  said,  with  the  strictest  economv,  now 
found,  to  the  great  surprise  of  all,  that 
they  could  be  calculated  in  a  way  that 
would  save  to  the  country  a  sum  of  about 
140,000/.  Of  such  use  was  the  lesson 
which  the  House  had  lately  given  [Hear, 
hear!].  The  navy  estimates  were  not, 
however,  to  be  reviewed ;  they  were  to  be 
persevered  In  to  the  lasty  and  by  them 
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niinitlera  were  once  metre  to  stanJ  or  fall,  j 
He  fldmitied  ihat  the  uavy  waa  the  staple  ' 
service  of  the  country,  and  that  it  ought 
luit  tQ  be  reduced  too  low  ;  but  (then  lie  | 
found  that  such  men  as  lord  Spencer  and 
loid  St.  ViDcent  had  tliought  a  much  Icbu 
sum  than  was  now  required  sofficient  Tor 
its  maioIenaDce,  he  nas  unwillluK  to  givo 
more  to  lord  Melviilc,  ecpeciuly  when 
comparing  lord  Melville  with  iiimself. 
Witliin  twelve  montlis  there  appeared  to 
itavc  been  a  great  and  unnecesEary  ad- 
vance in  the  expenditure  of  the  navy. 
With  regard  to  the  unfilled  vacancy  of 
wbiub  the  hon.  baronet  spoke,  was  it  not 
a  fact  that  the  name  ol  captain  Bowen 
bad  been  inserted  in  the  patent  of  tlio 
comniissioners  of  the  navy  i  [Sir  (i.  War- 
render  answered  in  the  affirmative  across 
the  tahlc.3  So  that  in  fact  it  was  only  a 
transference;  and  eleven  connnissioners 
yet  remained,  when  eight  were  quite  ade- 
quate lo  all  the  duties  of  peace  [Hear, 
hearlj.  The  maintenance  of  this  enor- 
mous system,  at  the  prcecut  moment,  was 
notliing  less  than  a  prodigal  waste  of 
public  monej'.  With  what  force  liod  we 
to  contend  1  Tlie  French  fleets  had  hccn 
annihilated,  and  the  Dutch  had  ceased  to 
c\ist ;  yet,  in  proportion  to  the  diminished 
danger  was  the  large  amount  of  money  to 
be  paid,  that  the  country  might  be  kept 
upon  its  guard.  For  himself,  after  due 
lni]uiry,  he  vras  prepared  to  vote  for  llie  , 
abolition  of  the  offices  of  two  of  tlic  com-  | 
missioners,  from  a  conviction  tliat  they  ; 
were  useless ;  and  he  challenged  any  naval 
man  to  put  bis  hand  upon  his  heart  and 
assert  that,  at  a  period  like  the  present,  | 
the  services  of  more  than  eight  could  be  1 
necessary  to  occupy  houses  in  Somereet- 
place.  Of  what  use  was  commissioner  | 
Cunningham  at  Woolwich  i  for  he  had  1 
now  no  duties  to  discharge,  though  [he 
expense  to  the  kingdom  was  not  less  than 
3000^.  a  year,  iacfuding  the  maintenance 
of  crews  for  two  boats  and  a  yacht  >  It 
was  only  necessary  to  state  the  proposition 
of  government  to  show  how  repugnant  it 
was  to  the  good  sense  of  every  one :  in 
ISOi  the  sum  required  from  parliament 
was  81,000/.:  in  ISUitrosc  to  221,000/., 
and,  now  peace  had  been  restored,  without 
a  chance  of  interruption,  it  was  still  fur. 
ther  augmented  to  228,000/.,  and  this 
merely  for  the  civil  establishment.  Nn 
man  who  voted  Tor  such  a  burthen  would 
eauly  persuade  the  people  (who  had  so 
untversally  expressed  their  sentiments) 
that  be  had  doue  his  duty;  oud  if  minis- 
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Mn.ftiifalad  ID  forcing  it  tlirough  llit 
HoMSi  tbm  wtMild  Justly  furfeil  tbecoi- 
fldiBUofdMCCNLiitry  {; Hear,  hear!],  f 
Mr.  Ovitr  aid,  he  was  not  aDrpriesd  ' 
ttthMrdwiigbt.hon.  genllentRit  declare. 
thit  hi  WH  ninrtLly  tired  of  tbe  subjm 
that  befbic  the  committee.  He  could 
Yttj  waQ  '""gi"*  that  he  must  indeed  be 
tii«aofit,f(»mth  all  his  acuteneai  id 
all  fak  abilityi  be  had  most  completelr 
fUlad  ia-oran  itAtcmcnt  and  in  ever)  ii- 
gaUMBt  which  bs  had  ventured  to  bH>; 
nvward  [-Hetr,  hear)].  On  a  fonnn 
OCCtlWn  tbs  right  hon.  gentleman  hd 
lUmMd  bit  ground  of  itLtack,  and  a»  , 
Siwd  k  to  a  w^le  charge,  or  a  ^inti 
>SiMi  MM  ai  ha  bad  called  it;  but  liriMs. ' 
is  ■Biver  to  that  attack,  figures  and  in^  I 
Gngablo  documanu  were  brought  forward, 
bii  primi  fad*  case  at  once  tunblnl 
tone  grouodi'and  he  lind  nut  aoothec 
WCvdtOMtjfiirbiniself.  He  had  no«,hi>«- 
mit,  altand  hk  plon,  and  taken  up  ■  iw« 
Um  of  arguiDBot ;  but  he  was  still  just  a 
iinlschy  la  baTore,  and  he  would  veotuit 
to  aifenii  that  ba  could,  ia  a  few  wordt, 
abov.tha  Howe  that  his  new  ground  m 
qnto  m  Hpteaable  as  liis  old  one  W 
pnrad. ,  Do  not  be  led  away,  luiJ  tbe 
right  bob..ge&tIatnaD,  by  any  vain  deJa- 
•towi  do  not  imgine  that  I  have  been 
confutsd ;  do  not  suspect  that  any  ihi«s 
vhicb  I  laid  bu  hceii  disproved.  I  never 
contended  that  the  estimates  in  tbe  Brst 
year  of  peace  wetc  always  less  than  io  the 
last  year  of  war.  I  never  thought  of  ladi 
a  comparison  :  oh  no :  luj  uvument  wti, 
that  we  should  compare  toe  bca\  year  at' 
peace  with  tbe  first  year  of  war,  and  tba 
see  bow  the  case  will  stand.  [■•  The  Int 
year  of  war,"  was  r^eated  by  severd 
members  on  the  opposition  aide.3  Why 
continued  the  hon.  member,  the  case  ai 
referred  to  the  first  year  of  peace  and  iMt 
year  of  war,  he  had  alreiudy  met  b;  ■ 
series  of  facts,  which  w«re  unanawarable ; 
but  the  ri^t  hon.  gentlemaa  had  now 
taken  a  different  ground,  and  compared 
the  estimates  of  1801  with  tbo  otimales 
of  1816,  which  was  surely  taking  the  &st 
year  of  war  with  the  first  year  of  peace 
[Hear,  hear!].  However,  he  did  aot 
care  which  of  the  two  compariaoDa  Ae 
right  bon.  gentleman  adopted.  He  w» 
prepared  to  show  that  he  was  eqo^ 
wrong  in  both,  and  therefore  he  migbt 
have  his  choice  [Here  the  hon.  genSe- 
man  sat  down,  pausing  for  ■  reply]. 

Mr.  TUmeif  said,  he  would  give  ths 
hw.McrcUiy  bii  oira  ctwicfl,  wd  that 
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would  save  trouble.  He  ccrtninly  had  ven- 
tured to  stole  the  difference  between  both 
periods,  between  the  first  year  of  peace 
and  the  last  ycur  of  war,  and  between  the 
tir^t  year  of  war  and  the  first  year  of  peace. 
Having  mentioned  that,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man might  do  as  he  liked. 

Mr.  Crohr. — It  was  certainly  very  con- 
venient for  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
put  the  peace  of  Amiens  wholly  out  of  the 
question  when  it  suited  his  purpose,  but,  if 
]ie  really  wished  to  make  any  thing  of  his 
argument,  he  ought  also  to  have  set  aside 
every  other  peace,  except  that  of  the  year 
17-1-S,  when,  indeed,  there  was  a  diminu- 
tion in  one  pnrticular  department  of  the 
naval  service  to  the  extent  of  4-00()/.; 
though,  at  the  same  time,  there  was  an 
increase  upon  the  whole  of  the  estimates 
of  no  less  than  77,(XX)/. — \Iq  would  now, 
liowcver,  advert  to  the  new  way  which 
had  been  selected  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman. He  had  compared  the  first  year 
of  war  with  the  first  year  of  peace,  and  his 
comparison  was  most  unfortunate  for  him- 
self. In  17^H,  the  first  year  of  that  long 
and  eventful  war,  from  which  they  had  so 
lately  come  out  with  unparalleled  glory 
and  triumph,  the  civil  establishments  of 
the  navy  were  61,000/.;  the  same  civil  es- 
tablishments in  the  first  year  of  peace — 
["  What  peace  ?"  was  asked  by  several 
members  of  the  opposition.]  Was  it  pos- 
sible, continued  the  hon.  gentleman,  that 
any  person  could  think  it  necessary  to  in- 
quire which  was  the  first  year  of  peace  of 
that  war  which  commenced  in  1794>? 
[Hear,  hear!]  If  he  must  answer  00 
needless  a  question,  he  would  say  the 
peace  of  Amiens,  and  leave  it  to  hon.  gen- 
tlemen opposite  to  find  any  other  peace 
if  they  could.  Now,  the  civil  establish* 
nient  of  the  navy  in  that  first  year  of 
peace,  the  year  1803,  were  — what? 
Would  the  committee  who  heard  the 
arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
believe  it?  They  were  118,000/.  making 
a  difference  of  no  less  than  57,000/.  He 
trusted  the  committee  would  not  think 
that  he  regarded  that  increase  as  unjusti- 
fiable. He  was  merely  stating  the  fact, 
without  presuming  to  inguire  into  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  or  the  measures 
pursued  by  that  administration ;  and  that 
fact  furnished  a  complete  refutation  of 
another  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
prima  focie  cases.  In  truth,  they  were 
indeed  nothing  but  prima  Jade  cases,  for 
the  moment  tliey  underwent  a  second  ex- 
amination they  wholly  disappeared  [Hear, 


hear!].  In  the  dock^yards,  the  expense 
in  the  fir^t  year  of  peace  was  more  than 
double  what  it  was  in  the  first  yoar  of  war. 
In  the  first  year  of  war,  it  was  25,000/., 
and  in  the  first  year  of  peace  ^  it  was 
77,(XX)/.  The  same  might  be  said  of  the 
out-ports.  In  the  first  vcar  of  war  the 
expense  was  5000/.;  in  the  first  year  of 
pence  it  was  8000/.  In  short  not  to  trou- 
ble the  committee  with  going  through 
every  item,  he  would  state,  as  the  general 
result,  that  the  whole  of  the  navy  esti- 
mates in  the  first  year  of  the  war  did  not 
exceed  5.>0,000/.,  wlule  in  the  first  year  of 
the  peace  it  was  no  less  a  sum  than 
1,228,000/.!  [Hear,  hear!].  Now  be 
should  be  glad  to  know  how  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  in  the  face  of  those  facts, 
could  pretend  to  maintain  the  proposition, 
that  going  to  war  always  increased  the 
civil  establishments  of  the  navy,  and  that 
the  return  of  peace  always  diminished 
them.  Tiie  truth  was,  that  from  the 
peace  of  Uyswick  up  to  the  peace  of  Paris, 
signed  last  year,  there  was  not  a  single 
instance  to  be  found  in  which  the  peace 
did  not  increase  the  ordinary  estimates, 
and  in  which  the  war  did  not  diminish 
them.  That  alternate  ebbing  and  flowing 
of  the  expense  was  as  regular  and  inevi- 
table as  the  alternate  succession  of  war 
and  peace ;  and  he  would  venture  to  say, 
that  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  pre- 
pared to  argue,  that  the  peace  of  1803 
was  less  secure  than  the  present,  it  would 
only  be  so  much  the  worse  for  his  argument. 
The  right  lion,  gentleman  had  afterwards 
entered  into  a  variety  of  particulars,  and 
among  others,  he  had  dwelt  with  great 
emphasis  upon  the  circumstance  tliat 
though  two  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
navy  had  been  abolished,  yet  another  was 
put  in  the  place  of  one  of  them.  Upon 
that  statement  being  made,  great  nnd  tri- 
umphant applause  followed  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  Hut  while  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  urged  that  single  fact  with 
so  much  importance,  he  totally  forgot  that 
the  individual  so  nominated  to  be  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  navy  was  also 
one  of  five  commissioners  belonging  to 
another  board  (he  meant  the  transport 
board)  which  was  to  be  wholly  and  en- 
tirely abolished  [Hear,  hear!].  That 
circumstance  was  studiously  kept  out 
of  flight  The  commissioner  of  the 
transport  board,  therefore,  who  was 
thus  transferred  to  the  navy  office,  would, 
in  fiict|  do  all  the  business  which  had 
before  been  done  by  the  five  commls- 


v«§l]    HOUSE  OF  COKMOMS. 

MODen.  It  vtaa  tv  ba 
that  the  indiviilual  in 
copUin  in  the  navy,  be 
be  entitlI^d  to  his  hnl^Mrif  be  ««e  i«- 
tluced;  BO  that  aficf  u^  the  et^f*  eMI- 
Uonal  expense  impomd  wftn  dab'  paUJB 
.  bf  the  arraogcment  wm  Aoat  tUL  » 
y«ir :  which  mm  aoglK-iN  MmeHk  to'be 
•et  wainiit  iriiA  vM  Mnd  to  iIb  paUlc 
by  the  eutlre  ahrikieB^af  tba  trMepwt 
board  to  whitA  he  bcCwe  brfiM^(edb— 1%e 
mht  hoD.  f^ntlemati  had  gone  on  from 
bmmler  to  blunder;  and  it  Eeemed  an  if  a 
ROrt  of  fatolily  hun^  over  him  whiHi  mtulc 
hfan  every  hour  anjrd  additional  instances 
of  the  truthof  anobservBiion  detivervd  on 
•  former  nifrht  by  hii  noble  friend  (lord 
CeitlcrcB^h),  that  with  all  hia  expertncis 
and  soaacity,  with  nil  his  experience,  and 
with  all  that  knira-Icdgc  which  it  might 
be  RDppoied  hjii  furmer  «huation  trould 
hove  enabled  him  to  octjulre,  he  really 
icnev  nothinf;  at  nil  about  the  gubjeet  of 
naval  aflairs  [Hear,  hear!].  He  n-iuat  an 
Ulter  lu»  liow  to  accouDi  for  hie  igno* 
rancCi  unleM,  indeed,  he  could  siippoie 
tfant  he  was  irilling  to  deceive  others, 
though  lie  was  not  deceived  himself. 
[Hear,hGBrl  from  the  oppontinn  benches]. 
The  r^ht  hon.  gentleman  asked,  why  there 
— 1W  JhiiiBUtion  of  the  comnii 
•f  -  Itm  Mry  u  London  in  tnne  of 
in  MMRcr  to  that  question  he  wnu 
whit  bed  been  the  number 
■ioners  maintained  in  London  in  ovety 
foroier  peace.  The  right  hon.  frentleman 
wa«  ao  angry  with  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
tliat  he  would  not  begin  with  thnf.  What 
would  he  say  to  the  peace  of  UyswEck  ? 
la  1696|  which  was  the  last  year  of  the 
war,  there  were  eleven  commiuioners  of 
the -nary  at  the  board  in  London.  In  the 
fint  year  of  peace,  there  were  atill  eleven 
commiMioners.  At  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
in  1712,  when  the  war  waa  concluded 
there  were  alio  eleven  commin ioners  at 
the  board  in  London;  in  1718,  the  first 
year  of  peace,  there  were— Oh,  mon- 
■trotul  monstroiuJ !  —  twelve  commis- 
iionera!  No  doubt,  however,  the  civil 
effairs  of  the  navy  service  required  addi- 
tional commissioners  at  that  period.  In 
the  year  1748,  which  ought  to  be  a  favour- 
able epoch  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
jbr  it  was  the  only  solitary  period  in  tbe 
whole  page  of  hiitory  which  at  all  served 
his  argument,  there  were  ten  commis- 
aioDen  j  end,  in  1749,  being  tlie  first  year 
of  peace,  they  w«re  reduced  to  eight, 
being  I  redaction  of  two  ocij;  praciMly 
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■■««. Dumber  whicb   vara  m»,»I 

-daoedt  eo,  that  aTier  all    tlwjr  »•»  wl 
liiMkr  ia  ^748  wtd  1740.  tbaa  «||Mil 

EHMr..liearI}.  Is  1762,  tbe  laatywaitfr 
war,  there  were  uine;  in  I76S,  the  £«,' 
jvarvr^aace,  still  nine:  in  i7&3,lfaettt, 
year  of  war,  there  were  ten  :  in  I'J^tk 
firatyaar  of  peace,  there  were  si  til  tea:k 
18M,  the  last  year  of  war,  ibere  wcrs  ui 
idaft:'til  1802  and  IHOS,  the  first  yeans 
the  yeace,  there  were  still  ten  again :  n 
that  throughout  every  instance,  be  •• 
driven  from  all  his  assertions,  and  b 
could  moke  out  neither  his  first  aoik 
second  prima /acie  case,  f  Hear,  hearlj^ 
Keally  nf^  «uch  a  specinteit  of  tbc  )^ 
bon.  gentleman's  talent  fur  accurate  i» 
vestigaiion,  he  ought  to  beg  hit  pardn 
for  having,  on  a  former  ocoatiMa,  in 
puted  to  him  any  knowledge  wbateverd 
the  subject,  though  he  cerlMiiily  didttonk. 
itnntumlto  conclude,  that  wlicahchcU 
the  situation  of  treasurer  to  the  navy,  k  ' 
might  liave  informed  hiinsolf  with  retpM 
to  those  particular  points.  }Ie  w«dU  oU 
upon  him,  however,  to  sbotr,  uiitt  ^ 
single  exception  of  the  years  17i6  ax 
174rS,  any  one  instance  wl^re  two  cse- 
missioners  of  tbe  navy  bad  been  pat  don 
immediately  upon  the  return  of  pent- 
For  his  own  part,  he  waa  complatelj  aMi» 
fied,  that  nothing  could  bo  wotBtecmamj 
than  to  diminish  the  means  of  checking 
and  controlling  the  proceeding}  of  it: 
navy  service.  He  hoped  that  great  «• 
ductious  might  take  place,  perltaps  oni 
year,— That  was  indeed  bis  owo  coonc- 
tion,  and  tbe  whole  course  of  htsarguoMU 
bad  a  reference  to  such  reductiooi.  tit 
began  with  stating,  he  should  contiaaeU 
state,  and  he  should  end  witli  slating,  lb* 
whenever  the  volumiooua  and  complicticil 
accounts  of  the  navy  were  made  up,  tbo, 
and  not  till  then,  vcrj'  consider^le  rediK- 
tions  might  he  looked  for  [^He«r,  beai!]' 
With  respect  to  the  three  Binreyors  d 
.the  navy,  be  had  great  doubts  in  bit  on 
mind  whether  tbey  could  be  redaced  witb 
safety.  As  to  what  had  baeo  aaid  co» 
cerniug  the  reasons  for  contiauing  tboM 
surveyors,  he  sliould  not  think  it  neCM- 
sary  to  dwell  long  upon  iL  Tbe  appesit- 
ments  liad  no  view  whatever  to  puilicil 
considerations,  to  party  feeltnga,  or  lo  ikt 
desire  of  extendiog  the  influence  of  f^ 
tronage.  The  individuals  were  mcwf 
master  ship-wrights  in  the  king's  vaidii 
and  bad  risen  solely  by  their  abiiiti«- 
They  bad  no  other  recommendation ;  ibf 
couU,  io  tact,  b««  m>  Mbtet.    WlMtlr- 
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ject  could  it  possibly  be  to  any  adminis- 
tration to  court  the  favour  or  secure  tlie 
countenance,  of  a  few  master  ship-wrights^ 
[Hear,  hear!]  Above  all,  what  interest 
could  the  government  feel  in  taking  a 
master  sliipwright  from  a  situation  which 
produced  him  750/.  per  annum,  in  Chat- 
iiam,  or  Plymouth,  or  Deptford,  to  make 
him  a  surveyor  of  the  navy  at  one  thou- 
sand pounds  a  year,  except  for  promoting 
the  general  mterests  of  the  service? 
[Hear !]  But  there  was  one  of  the  sur- 
veyors, the  junior  one,  against  whom  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site were  chiefly  directed.  Of  that  indi- 
vidual, he  would  say,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  he  had  dignified  his  pro- 
fession by  his  science  and  his  success,  and 
that  the  assiduity  he  had  always  dis- 
played, as  well  as  tlie  important  services 
he  had  rendered  the  country,  were  a  com- 
plete justification  not  only  of  the  choice 
that  had  been  made,  but  would  be  a  jus- 
tification to  that  House,  if  it  should  vote, 
as  he  sincerely  hoped  it  would  vote  his 
continuance  in  his  office.  It  had  been 
asked,  what  was  the  use  of  that  third  sur- 
veyor; he  would  reply  that  the  use  was 
to  be  found  in  the  economy  of  the  ap- 
pointment; and  he  would  inform  the 
House  how.  At  the  time  he  was  pro- 
moted to  his  office,  the  greatest  inconve- 
nience and  difficulty,  as  well  as  loss,  were 
experienced,  from  the  want  of  a  common 
principle  in  the  rate  of  charging  in  his 
majesty's  yards.  The  diflercnce  of  ac- 
counts was  so  great,  that  in  one  yard  the 
price  would  be  10/.  a  ton,  and  in  another 
only  six  pounds.  While  the  business  of 
ship-building  was  carried  on  in  that  loose 
and  irregular  way,  the  risk  of  loss  to  the 
public  was  immense.  It  could  not  be  other- 
wise, when  perhaps  they  would  nominally 
charge  10/.  a  ton  at  Plymouth  for  that 
which  was  rated  at  6/.  at  Chatham.  It 
became  therefore  most  desirable  to  have 
an  uniformity  in  the  different  accounts,  to 
check  them,  and  to  prevent  such  a  serious 
disparity  between  the  mode  of  charging  of 
one  yard  and  another.  The  business  of 
the  third  surveyor  was  to  visit  all  the  dif- 
ferent yards,  to  put  them  all  upon  the 
same  footing,  to  check  any  excesseSi  and 
generally  so  to  superintend  the  business 
of  those  yards,  as  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  similar  irregularities.  He  would 
venture  to  say,  that  since  the  appointment 
of  the  third  surveyor  (an  appointment 
which  was  in  no  way  profitable  to  him, 
except  in  the  honour  which  his  eminent 
(  VOL.  XXXIII. ) 


talents  bad  deservedly  procured),  he  has, 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years,, 
saved  the  country,  not  thousands  alone, 
nor  tens  of  thousands,  but  hundreds  of 
thousands  [Hear!].  No  one,  indeed, 
who  had  any  acquaintance  whatever 
with  the  naval  service,  but  must  know 
that  tl^  superintending  eye,  the  re- 
straining hand,  and  the  bold  and  deter- 
mined spirit  to  keep  every  thing  within  ita 
just  bounds,  to  check  aU  abuses,  and  to 
control  all  the  different  departmentSy 
could  alone  be  substantially  and  bene- 
ficially done  by  the  authority  of  a  sur- 
veyor. It  was  in  that  capacity  only,  with 
that  rank  and  station,  that  any  individual 
would  be  enabled  to  produce  all  those  ad- 
vantages ;  and  he  felt  that  both  as  to  the 
actual  and  the  prospective  economy  of  the 
appointment,  the  office  of  a  third  sur- 
veyor to  the  navy  would  prove  one  of  the 
cheapest  instruments  ever  put  into  the 
hands  of  government  [Hear,  hear!]. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  in  spite  of 
the  triumphant  tone  assumed  by  the  hon. 
secretary,  and  in  spite  of  the  not  very 
decent  imputations  which  he  had  cast 
upon  his  right  hon.  friend.  [Cries  of 
order!] — The  right  hon.  baronet  repeated 
the  expression,  observing  that  he  alluded 
to  the  imputation  thrown  out  by  the  hon,. 
secretary,  that  his  right  hon,  friend  was 
not  deceived  himself,  however  much  he 
might  wish  to  deceive  others,  and  he 
would  say,  that  in  spite  of  that  not  very 
decent  imputation,  he  had  not  succeeded 
in  establishing  any  one  point  of  import- 
ance. He  had  referred  to  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
said  was  concluded  with  a  prospect  of  war 
at  no  distant  period.  It  was  within  the 
recollection  of  the  House,  that  that  peace 
was  made  under  very  peculiar  circum- 
stances, and  therefore  rurnished  no  pa- 
rallel whatever.  The  navies  of  Spain, 
France,  and  Holland,  were  by  no  means 
contemptible  at  that  time,  but  the  navy  of 
Spain  was  now  no  more,  the  navy  of 
France  was  now  no  more,  the  navy  of  Hol- 
land was  now  no  more.  The  hon.  member 
had  dilated  considerably  on  the  merits  oC 
one  of  the  surveyors,  and  he  agreed  in  the 
ample  praise  which  he  had  given  him ;  but 
when  he  made  this  statement  of  (he  merits 
of  the  third  surveyor,  what  was  to  become 
of  the  other  two  I  If  he  had  saved  so 
many  hundreds  of  thousands,  why  were 
they  to  be  retained,  when  thej  had  been 
so  lavish  ?  That  point  remamed  unan- 
swered; but  the  House  and  the  public  had 
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tiMwd)"  H«  daoM  tte-lB  ikb  ilM«  kid 
ktai  ttijr  dniaioB  ftw  ttiniji-  lad 
*-'  -"^"'  'HMr.tbiilitfnMltottMaM 
l«(MM4ketMnUMor 
«tb«7  rtoDt'it.  liMliUif 
_  .  J  iacooMtoot  tfcwtfco  n- 
wlmK^tmifm  ptoftwod  -ogihtufcii  boiid. 
SfBMlnNthe  iDeabera  oiF  it  wen  repi«> 
seated  to  be  waHtaful  and  extravagaiit  in 
the  extreme,  and  at  othen,  they  were 
deacritMd  n  being  mean  and  cruel  to  the 
last  degree.  They  were  ceniored  for  not 
doing  more  for  the  capiaina  in  the  navv; 
for  not  augmenting  the  half-pay  of  the 
Heutaiianta,  and  Tor  not  making  a  more 
atople  proriiion  for  the  rnidahipmen. 
Tbete  atatementi  were  boldly  made 
Bgdiwt  tbemi  and  tboie  with  whom  tbey 
erigiiMted  went  fluently  on  without  re- 
flecting, that  if  aH  they  thought  proper 
to  complain  of  in  then  respect*  were 
remoreo,  it  would  be  imposiible  to 
pay  any  attention  to  economy.  Tbey 
did  not  give  themaelrea  time  to  con- 
sider^ that  even  the  augtnentation  of 
the  lieutenant)'  half-pay  would  throw  a 
great  kdditional  charge  on  the  finances  of 
the  country.     With  respect  to  the  ap- 

Eoiatmenl  of  a  surveyor  of  the  buildings, 
e  would  contend,  that  Mich  an  officer  had 
been  much  wanted,  and  that  the  deter- 
mination come  to  on  this  lubject  wai  per- 
fectly consistent  with  true  economy.  The 
iadiWdaal  selected  to  fill  that  sitoMioti 
was  •  gentlemui  of  great  urienta.    His 


«x«f  tlohs  had  been  niogt  beneffrial  M  tin 
service,  ami  had  paused  immense  saving 
to  the  imblic  It  was  fit  such  a  perm 
should  be  liberally  remunerated  for  hs 
labours,  and  it  was  much  beuer  to  f^ 
him  well  tlisn  to  trent  him  so  that  ht 
would  be  likely  to  make  his  bow  and  i» 
tire.  The  three  drattsmen  cmplcij'i^ 
could  not  with  propriety  be  dispeaMi 
with.  The  icicncc  which  tbey  profenj 
waB  no  very  mean  science.  It  wis  m 
easy  thing  to  make  the  dmft  of  a  ifcip 
correct  in  every  particular,  and  it  n- 
quired  a  considerable  period  lo  enite 
■tie  draftiinsii  to  do  this  in  a  sainfacKn^ 
manner.  When  persons  were  conpeteft 
lo  such  a  task,  would  it  be  wise  to  t«i 
tliem  go  away  tu  effect  n  small  sariM! 
Was  it  not  better  to  pay  them  ti(>rral^, 
than  to  leave  them  in  danger  of  uarnnr, 
that  they  tnight  be  tempted  to  catrTf  thea 
profeMianal  knonledge  to  other  cnuittntii 
where  it  would  be  more  highly  vitat^J 
Could  any  gentleman  wish  that  ttt; 
should  be  thus  compelled  to  quit  lbs  , 
native  country  to  go  and  engage  tbc»  ' 
selves  in  the  service  of  its  enemies.  For  I 
wham  could  it  be  wislied  they  dmdd 
draw,  if  not  for  Engtund,  to  sostaia  th 
glory  of  the  British  navy.  TherigblbM 
baronet  (sir  J.  Newport),  who  ww  ■ 
anxious  for  a  reduction  on  theMMunM^ 
had  said,  with  all  his  accnstamad  do- 
queace,  "  tltc  navy  a(  Fr«aoA  t*H  M 
more;  the  navy  ol  Spain  waa  b»dmr: 
the  navy  of  Holland  waa  no  narCi**  ■i' 
he  apprehended  he  wished  our  own  WHf 
also  no  more:— at  least  thia  wooH  bada 
necessan'  consequence  of  acting  oa  Ml 
plans  of  economy.  An  bon.  gmili— 
opposite  had  inquired,  ifthe  lower  dBMM 
of  thoae  persons,  with  respect  to  wkHt 
salaries,  an  alteration  baJd  raoentlylMi 
made,  were  in  such  dbtreaa  that  tli^ 
could  hardlv  procure  food  and  Uultkgi 
why  the  admiralty  had  oot  nwaiawirrt 
the  increase  of  salatiea  by  nakkg  Atk 
incomes  greater  than  they  had  yet  bee* 
made  J  His  answer  to  thia  qaaithmim 
that  if  such  a  step  had  been  ttkea*  At 
higher  olaasea  would  haws  beea£sHli^ 
fied.  If  the  lower  clasaes  bad  bar*  laW 
to  any  thing  like  an  eijaaK^wiib  Ita^ 
the  higher  claiaes  would  inniMdiatdy  hM 
asked  what  was  to  becoms  of  tbaat,  mA 
claimed  some  farther  imprd^ament  aflfc^ 
situation.  The  arrangement  wbicb  W 
been  made  confierred  oa  benefit  at  aS  ■ 
the  hi^er  clasaeit  ft  was'  eady-la  lb 
iowMof«Ufeiidtp  pert  gTite  kumm 
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diate  class  that  4be  measure  in  question 

gave  any  immediate  advantage.  He 
lought  it  impossible  for  those  who  knew 
what  had  been  the  distress  of  the  lowest 
dass,  to  deny  that  it  was  the  duty  of  go- 
vernment to  do  something  for  them. 
Tlieir  poverty  had  been  extreme.  One 
unfortunate  man  from  among  them,  had 
been  hanged  within  the  last  ten  months 
for  forgery  [A  laugh]].  This  person, 
whose  name  was  Bradford,  had  been  in 
the  possession  of  a  salary  of  only  90/.  per 
annum,  and  liad  been  enabledi  from  the 
situation  in  which  he  stood,  to  commit  a 

freat  forgery  on  the  victualling  board. 
t  had  been  discovered,  brought  home  to 
liin^  and  the  sentence  of  the  law  had  been 
carried  into  execution  [A  laugh].  He 
was  surprised  at  the  It^ling  this  state- 
ment  seemed  to  create  on  the  opposite 
fide  of  the  House.  He  should  have  ex- 
pected it  would  have  been  considered  a 
very  serious  matter  by  those  who  had  so 
lately  been  weeping  and  mourning  over 
tlie  convicts  now  in  Newgate,  on  account 
of  their  not  having  yet  undergone  the  sen- 
tence of  the  law  [Hear,  hear!].  Those 
who  had  displayed  so  much  sensibility  on 
this  subject,  ought  to  have  had  some  feeU 
ing  for  the  family  of  the  unfortunate  Brad- 
ford, who  it  must  be  admitted  had  been 
with  a  wholly  inadequate  salary  exposed 
to  ^rcat  tcmptations.-*Hc  now  came  to 
notice  what  had  been  said  of  the  com- 
missioner appointed  to  the  two  yards  of 
Deptford  and  Woolwich.  That  appoint- 
ment, he  believed  he  might  venture  to  re- 
mind the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  had 
put  himself  most  forward  in  this  war  of 
words,  had  taken  place  under  that  admi- 
nistration of  which  he  was  a  distinguished 
member.  A  commissioner  once  placed 
in  the  situation  referred  to  was  found  of 
too  much  importance  to  be  afterwards  put 
away.  It  was  impossible  for  an  individual 
to  l>e  better  employed,  than  was  the  com- 
missioner in  question,  where  such  a  variety 
of  objects  caUed  for  his  attention.  Where 
such  vast  riches  were  deposited,  every 
officer  who  heard  him  must  know,  that  a 
vigilant  commissioner  must  render  a  very 
important  service  to  the  public,  and  cause 
a  saving  greatly  exceeding  any  salary  he 
could  receive,  by  merely  walking  through 
the  yards  occasionally,  though  he  did  not 
find  it  necessary  to  speak  one  word.  An 
awful  challenge  had  been  given  by  one 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  valued  himself 
much  upon  liaving  established  what  he  be- 
lieved  DC   had   called— but  he  (sir  J. 


Yorke)  was  not  much  of  a  scliolar — a 
prima  facie  case.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  said  in  very  awful  language, 
which  that  right  hon.  member  was  a  good 
deal  in  the  habit  of  using,  that  if  any  man 
could  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  say 
of  these  estimates,  that  they  could  not  be 
reduced  as  he  had  contended  they  might 
'be,  he  would  then  give  up  the  whole  busi- 
ness. Sir  Joseph  said,  he  would  answer 
this  challenge.  Ho  would  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  heart  and  say  a  reduction  could 
not  be  made  on  tlie  estimates  of  more 
than  a  few  thousand  pounds  in  the  pre- 
sent year.  What  might  be  done  in  the 
next  he  would  not  venture  to  prophecy, 
as  he  might  not  continue  in  this  world  to 
witness  the  result  [A  lauglT].  He, 
however,  if  he  lived,  should  differ  much 
from  ministers,  and  feel  greatly  disap- 
pointed, if  every  attention  were  not  paid 
to  economy  [Hear,  hear  !]• 

Admiral  Markham  observed,  that  he 
concurred  in  every  eulogium  which  had 
been  passed  upon  the  merits  of  the  third 
surveyor ;  no  one  could  say  more  in  his 
praise  than  his  merits  entitled  him  tow 
With  respect  to  the  draughtsmen,  he  saw 
no  reason  why  they  should  be  continued 
at  their  present  establishment.  They 
were  not  wanted  to  the  same  extent  as  in 
time  of  war.  The  commissioners  of  the 
navy  were  perfectly  different  in  the  times 
to  which  the  honourable  secretory  had  re- 
ferred. There  was  then  a  lord  high 
admiral*  but  no  navy  board :  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  navy  were  the  very  persons 
who  conducted  the  business  of  the  admi* 
ralty.  The  navy  office  would  have  as 
much  to  do  for  the  next  eighteen  months 
as  they  had  during  the  war :  but  with  re- 
spect to  the  admiralty  board,  it  ought  to 
be  cut  down  directly.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man concluded  by  putting  some  questaona 
relating  to  the  payment  of  navy  prixe- 
money. 

Mr.  CroJccr  roie  to  express  his  appro- 
bation of  the  conduct  of  the  second  sur- 
veyor, as  well  as  the  third.  He  had  not 
noticed  this  officer  individually,  because 
his  appointment  had  not  been  individually 
attached.  In  answer  to  what  the  gallant 
admiral  had  said  of  commissioners  of  the 
navy  doing  the  duty  of  the  admjralty,  he 
was  wholfy  mistaken<=-tfae  aflKfitralty  waa 
at  the  period  referred  to,  constituted 
exactly  as  it  was  at  present. 

Mr.  Gipps  said,  tne  salaries  of  the  ad- 
miralty clerks  before  tlie  late  changes 
were  carried  mto  eifect,  bad  been  on  the 


nq  Houss  tfg  eomnavs, 

tofen«4%r  «MtwM>  rf  llM  kM  ami 


at  tkewrdi,  whUA  than  lad  uilderMoa 
"    lUedUnliani,  wUle  ihe  litiao- 
s  Bnde  iD  tba  other  ehrU  bnnchrt. 


Not 

wiib  *M  period,  he  begged  to  be  br- 
f. — |;gf  ^^  sdeqintv  motite  fbr  mr- 
if»M]r  ularin  mbco  1815 ;  jet  nie 
___  ar«rieetb«l  obtdned  aa additioB 
IMbrtetant  of  the  whol*  HDOont  «r  the 
" "    ,  and  the  trnnjor  of 


■■■  Mid  b 


to   1,080.    In  Aortf  there 

OB  the  fhce  of  the  p^ien   mA 


thai  oooU  pona>ly  be  obtaiiMd  ftom  the 
CouaatJHgoifpaiiiHmofpariuBMiit.  Mi- 
iHMnifaM  MXiDg,  not  oMtelT  on  •  ajaton 
of'  iMAHhia,  but  dmoat  of  inaanf ty,  with 
m-tiatiam  derign  of'  inadthig  the  people 
flWiMM  BriudD,  withoot  p^ttg  the  Icaat 
aittmioB  to  thafr  rdtowted  cotephlBia 
■friat  fb«  nndiw  Wm^  of  all  pablio 


MviCMn-  aald,  he  was  aorrjr  to  be 
oUigM  Bgain  to  intrude  himaelf  upon  the 
MMMtien  of  the  comnittee,  etpeoiallT 
■Aar>the  ven  indulgent  hetnag  with 
vhipb  be  bad  been  favoured  on  a  former 
occauon ;  but  there  were  some  points 
which  had  been  alluded  to  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion  wliich  seemed  to  require 
a  further  explanation.  He  should  first 
refer  to  an  observation  from  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite,  nho  compUined  that 
there  waa  no  reduction  in  the  civil  esta- 
bliabments  of  the  mvy.  In  reply  to  that 
objection,  he  could  only  repeat  what  he 
had  atated  before,  that  he  would  defy  the 
lioD.  gentleman  himselF,  or  any  of  those 
who  sat  around  him,  to  produce  a  single 
instance  in  which  there  had  been  any  re- 
duction in  the  civil  establishmenti  of  the 
navy  during  the  first  year  of  peace.  In 
176S,  there  were  precisely  the  same  civil 
establishments,  as  during  the  preceding 
year  of  war  ;  in  the  peace  of  1783,  in  like 
manneri  the  civil  establishments  expe- 
rienced no  reduction  from  what  they  were 
during  war;  and  in  1802  also,  the  civil 
utafalishments  were  the  same  at  in  war. 
The  only  difference,  in  fact,  between  the 
estimate!  now  proposed,  and  those  which 
had  been  proptwcd  on  alt  former  occasions 
during  the  first  year  of  peace,  was,  that 
in  the  preaent  eatimotea  tfaero  iraa'aome 


daereMM  of ' tba  dvft'e^iablhlnnMI^-'aj 
htbe farmer thar» had  been  naneMtf. 
Ib  1TSS»  Ibr  exam^^  there  was  Bn»l 
oniMn •  nf  the  dorai  beyood  what  had' 
been  kept  up  in  mrr  the  numbCT  beii^ 
wmaenled  fnn  '  thirty-two  to  ihirt;- 
anen.  It  might  b»aak«l,  was  there  in 
necetiKyfaf thataagBaenatioB  ?  NodoA 
tbet«  waa;  and  he,  did  not  meHD  to  en 
any  Mama  opon  the  admirotty  of  thud^ 
fbr  nMUng  aoeh  inttfease,  becaiwe  dot 
as  genenlly  ao  noch  addiiionBl  labw 
roated  by  the  very  ceaeatioiy  of  war,  da 
gNBter  number  of  clerks  bocalne  i» 
lotdy  neeeauiy.  Bat,  it  had  been  asU 
hr  Uie  ben.  gentkman,  why  the  calm 
of  tin  elerka  were  incrensedf  He  pn- 
■omed  that  hon.  gcnilcmnn  waa  ool  ii 
the  Howe  on  a  fonoer  evening,  when  ht 
bid  oecaNon  to  diacoas  thnt  brsndt  tltiit 
and  he  cntuinlv  did 


to  go  Main  throDgh  all  tin.-  Ktuu-meati  iiu , 
vtun  Be  then  entered.  11m  would utnptt  { 
obaem,  howeter,  for  the  satisfaction  ^'< 
the  hoOt  gentleman,  tliat  the  naval  adnu- j 
niitntion  waa  iadnccd  tu  attend  to  tic 
prayera  of  that  mnt  meritorious  and  dt 
■erring  clan  of  indiviOuals,  from  the  pff- 
fbct  and  ntiafactor^  prouf  which  waa  li- 
forded  of  their  heiDg  in  a  stale  of  iK: 
moit  abject  poreity.  He  would  pal  ittt 
the  Houae,  thererore,  upon  the  ptiecjpJr, 
not  only  of  common  justice  and  bununity, 
but  of  good  policy  nnd  even  economv, 
whether  they  ought  to  sufFur  men  'b"  , 
had  laboured  hord  in  ilie  public  service 
who  were  entrusted  with  accounta  of  pot 
magnitude  and  importance,  who  were  » 
Iriisted  also  with  the  managemeot  « 
money,  and  who  were  subject  to  a  coaa- 
derable  degree  of  responsibility — hewi»H 
put  it  to  tlie  House,  whether  such  nn 
ought  to  remain  in  a  condition,  in  whidi 
they  couM  not  maintain  themaelvei  r» 
Bpectably,  and  in  which  even  their  i>- 
tegriCy  could  hardly  be  conaidered  be- 
yond temptation?  But,  in  point  of  Act, 
it  would  appear  that  the  incraaaeof  thcif 
salaries  did  not  create  so  great  an  addi- 
tional burthen  as  was  imnginad.  Tb 
salaries  attached  to  those  offices  dnrisg 
the  last  year,  amounted  to  T8,800i.  (la 
took  the  amount  in  round  numbers,  witbiMt 
attending  to  any  fractional  parts);  tk> 
amount  of  them  for  the  present  year  *■ 
85,000/.,  being  an  increase  only  of  aboM 
6,800f.  and  that  increase  was  spread  ewr 
a  number  of  individuals  not  fewer  in  nuv- 
ber  than  two  hundred.  But  the  tnA 
wUf  that  ih»iBcreaae  wa*  rather  aecaini' 
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than  real  if  considered  in  its  whole  extent, 
and  it  could  not  fairly  be  considered  as  an 
increase  commencing  wiili  the  present 
year ;  for  he  had  to  acquaint  the  House 
that  it  had.  always  been  the  custom  of  the 
navy  office  for  instance  to  pay  out  of  the 
contingents  uf  the  service,  a  certain  sum 
tor  extra  clerks,  and  to  clerks  for  extra 
labour.  Those  sums  amounted  in  the  whole 
to  1..5(K)/.  Thus  leaving  a  real  increase 
ot'only  ti,v-i(X)/.  lie  would  pledge  himself 
to  prove  that  that  was  the  only  real  in- 
crease of  their  salaries.  With  respect  to 
the  motives  which  induced  the  govern- 
ment to  grant  an  augmentation,  he  was 
astonished  at  the  imputations  which  had 
been  cast  upon  them  by  some  hon.  gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  side.  Political 
considerations  roust  surely  have  been 
wholly  out  of  the  question ;  and  as  to 
patronage,  or  influence,  he  should  be  glad 
to  know  what  advantage  could  be  antici- 
pated from  allowing  a  reasonable  remune- 
ration to  persons  whose  services  entitled 
them  to  it.  lie  was  quite  satisfied  that 
the  House,  when  it  knew  that  this  most 
meritorious  and  useful  class  of  servants 
had  been  for  many  years  reduced  to  a 
state  of  the  most  abject  misery,  would  not 
tliink  the  increase  of  their  salaries  was 
dictated  by  any  very  violent  spirit  of  ex- 
travagance. 

Mr.  Tierney  adverted  to  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  secretary  on  a  former  night ; 
and  now  repeated,  that  the  civil  expendi- 
ture of  the  first  year  of  peace  was  always 
equal  to  that  of  the  last  year  of  war.  This 
nii<;ht  or  might  not  be  true  of  former 
years;  but  it  did  not  alter  what  he  (Mr. 
'i'jerney)  had  incontrovertibly  shown,  that 
comparing  the  estimates  now  brought  for- 
ward for  the  first  year  of  peace  with  those 
voted  for  the  last  year  of  positive  war, 
1814,  there  was  an  actual  increase  of 
20,000/.  It  could  not,  however,  be  denied 
that,  even  as  applied  to  former  years,  the 
assertion  of  the  hon.  secretary  was  not 
correct  with  respect  to  partictdar  depart- 
ments; for  in  1749,  compared  with  1748, 
there  was  a  decrease  from  ^IfiXXiL  to 
37>000/.  As  to  the  peace  of  Amiens,  he 
never  had  and  never  would  examine  it ; 
but  he  referred  to  the  noble  lord  opposite 
(Castlereagh^,  then  in  office,  to  state 
whether  in  tne  sort  of  jeopardy  in  which 
the  nation  was  then  placed— when,  be- 
tween the  signature  and  the  ratification 
of  peace,  a  French  fleet  had  been  sent  out 
to  the  West  Indies-^it  was  fit  to  make  it 
a  point  of  comparison  [Hoar!],  In  truth. 


the  hon.  secretary  to  the  admiralty  had 
established  nothing  material  to  the  real 
question,  why  the  estimates  of  the  present 
exceeded  those  of  the  last  year  by  20,000/. ; 
but  if,  indeed,  he  imagined  that  he  had 
gained  any  sort  of  victory,  in  proving  that 
the  people  ought  to  bear  all  the  burthens 
of  war,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  he 
was  not  at  all  anxious  to  deprive  him  of 
the  triumph.  He  was  aware  that,  let  him 
say  what  he  would,  he  could  effect  no- 
tliing;  and,  for  this  reason,  he  would  not 
enter  into  the  details :  but  it  was  a  great 
and  striking  fact,  that  whereas  in  1804 
the  charge  for  the  civil  establishment  was 
SI, 000/.,  in  1816  it  was  increased  to  the 
enormous  sum  of  230,000/. ;  and  he  ap- 
prehended that  the  country  would  not  be 
satisfied  without  a  strict  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  the  prodigious  difference.  The 
hon.  baronet  had  spoken  of  machinery 
occasioning  fresh  expenses,  when,  in  truth, 
it  had  been  put  up  merely  from  econo- 
mical motives ;  and,  if  it  defeated  its  own 
purpose,  an  additional  ground  was  laid  for 
examination.  On  the  face  of  the  papers 
it  appeared,  that,  since  1800,  the  clerks  of 
the  admiralty  had  been  raised  from  18  to 
28,  without  any  reason  assigned ;  and  if  he 
(Mr.  T.)  wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
committee  upon  the  question,  there  was 
no  mode  of  doing  so  now,  as  the  resolu- 
tion merely  referred  to  an  amount  of 
money.  Why  did  ministers  refuse  all  in- 
quiry, if  they  really  meant  to  save  the 
public  money  I  It  was  his  firm  and  con- 
scientious conviction,  that  if  the  whole 
matter  were  probed  to  the  bottom,  very 
large  sums  might  be  saved  that  were  now 
completely  thrown  away ;  and  that  he  did 
not  so  assert  without  some  foundation, 
was  obvious  from  the  conduct  of  ministers 
themselves.  The  ordnance  estimates  had 
been  first  laid  upon  the  table,  framed  ac- 
cording to  the  extravagant  plan  of  those 
now  moved  for  tlie  navy ;  yet,  when  the 
noble  lord  and  his  friends  began  to  appre- 
hend that  they  could  not  carry  them  with- 
out great  reduction,  they  prudently  with- 
drew them ;  and  those  gentlemen  who  be- 
fore had  made  out  the  accounts,  as  they 
then  said,  with  the  strictest  economy,  new- 
found, to  the  great  surprise  of  all,  that 
they  could  be  calculated  in  a  way  that 
would  save  to  the  country  a  sum  of  about 
140,000/.  Of  such  use  was  the  lesson 
which  the  House  had  lately  given  [Hear, 
hear!].  The  navy  estimates  were  not, 
however,  to  be  reviewed ;  they  were  to  be 
persevered  in  to  the  last,  and  by  them 
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Icaraed  gentleman  rose  to  ask  a  question, 
which  certainly  turned  out  to  be  a  very 
long  one.  The  noble  lord  had  called  him 
to  order — ^but  he  had  again  got  up,  and 
proceeded  with  his  speech.  This  was  un- 
doubtedly against  the  rules  of  the  House 
^Cries  of  Chair»  chair!]. 

The  Speaker,  Unless  the  learned  mem- 
ber means  to  conclude  with  a  motion,  he 
certainly  has  no  right  to  proceed  further. 

The  SolicUor  GeneraL  I  am  not  pre- 
pared, at  this  moment,  to  go  into  the  ques- 
tions^ so  as  to  submit  a  motion  to  the 
House.  My  question  is,  when  docs  the 
noble  lord  mean  to  found  any  motion  on 
these  charges  I 

Lord  Cochrane.  The  charges  require 
the  particular  consideration  of  this  House, 
and  the  public  business  has  been  of  so 
much  importance,  as,  I  believe,  to  prevent 

gentlemen  from  attending  to  them.  I 
ope  they  will,  however,  during  the  recess, 
examine  the  charges.  By  this  means  they 
will  be  fully  prepared  to  enter  into  the 
question  when  it  comes  before  the  House. 

Malt  Tax.1  Mr.  Lyt/c/ton  rose  to  ask 
a  question  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, the  importance  of  which  the  House 
must  generally  feel.  The  greatest  anxiety 
was  felt  throughout  the  country,  respect- 
ing the  decision,  still  pending,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  war  Malt  fax.  He  hoped  the 
riffht  hon.  gentleman  would  condescend  to 
inform  the  House,  in  what  manner  he 
Bieant  to  dispense  witli  the  tax  on  malt,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  stagnation  of  trade? 
What  drawback  did  he  mean  to  allow,  in 
order  to  encourose  the  brewers  to  pro- 
ceed ?  If  he  had  come  to  a  decision  on 
tbrs  point,  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  it. 

The  Chancellor  ij  the  Exchequer  was 
not  aware  that  he  could  state  any  addi- 
tional circumstances  beyond  what  he  had 
laid  before  the  House.  A  bill  was  in  pre- 
fvaration  on  the  subject,  which  would 
^^ortly  be  submitted  to  their  consideration. 
Whatever  information  he  could  give,  he 
was  very  ready  to  communicate.  The 
i22alt  tax  bill,  as  the  House  must  be  aware, 
would  expire  on  the  5th  of  July  next. 
Now,  in  order  to  prevent  the  inconve- 
niences which  would  arise  to  malt  dealers, 
in  consequence  of  the  present  stock  on 
hand  not  being  purchased,  he  thought 
ihey  would  be,  in  equity,  entitled  to  the 
repayment  of  the  duties  which  had  been 
charged  to  them,  for  the  malt  they  might 
have  in  their  possession  after  the  5th  of 
July.    To  obviate  the  mischief  which  a 
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stagnation  of  the  brewerief  would  occa- 
sion, it  was  intended  that  the  new  mah 
bill  should  contain  a  clause,  to  cncoaragt 
the  brewers  to  go  on  with  their  busincsi 
at  present,  under  the  inspection  of  public 
officers;  whatever  stock  remained  oi 
hands,  aAer  the  5th  of  July,  they  were  to 
be  allowed  a  fair  drawback  for.  ProvisioB 
would  be  made  in  tlie  bill,  for  an  arrange- 
ment to  enable  the  public  brewers  to  goon, 
from  this  time,  until  the  5th  of  July  nest; 
whatever  proportion  of  the  beer,  thw 
brewed,  remaining  unsold  on  the  5th  sf 
July,  would  be  entitled  to  a  drawback. 

Mr.  C  Calvert  did  not  suppose  tlie  rigk 
hon.  gentleman  meant  to  deceive  tk 
House  by  the  statement  he  had  madef  but 
he  certainly  appeared  to  bstve  deo^fad 
himself.  He  said,  it  was  hia  intemioa 
to  allow  to  the  brewer  a  certain  proportioo 
of  the  war  malt  duty,  for  any  atock  which 
might  remain  on  hand,  in  (Xinsequenoe  of 
his  brewing  from  the  time  the  new  milt 
bill  was  passed,  till  the  5th  of  July.  Thii^ 
of  course,  was  meant  to  prevent  the  busi- 
ness of  the  breweries  from  atagnating^ 
But  how  did  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
propose  to  do  this?  He  said  to  the  brewefi^ 
"  Go  on  as  fast  as  you  can,  and,  alioold 
any  stock  remain  on  hand,  1  will  allow  you 
a  portion  of  tJie  duty— but,  if  you  remain 
as  you  are,  although  you  may  now  have  a 
great  stock  on  hand,  I  will  give  you  no 
drawback."  This  was  the  fact :  and  ha 
would  leave  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
judge  between  the  brewer  und  the  public, 
how  the  former  could  proceed  in  his  busi- 
ness, when  he  knew  the  price  would  be 
greatly  depreciated  before  the  5th  of 
July,  if  a  very  large  allowance  were  not 
made  I 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  as  to  the  proportion  of  the  duty  to  be 
allowed,  that  would  be  a  matter  of  regular 
tion  when  he  proposed  the  bill  to  the 
House.  They  must,  at  least,  in  some 
degree,  be  guarded  on  the  subject ;  and 
he  wished  to  prevent  any  individual  from 
being  deceived  or  led  astray,  by  what 
casually  fell  from  him  on  the  subject.  He 
was  sure  the  question  would  be  entered 
into  with  a  due  degree  of  liberality,  when 
it  was  brought  regularly  forward.  As  to 
any  allowance  to  be  made  for  beer  already 
on  band,  and  which  might  remain  on  hand 
on  the  5th  of  July  next,  he  conceived  there 
was  no  difiiculty  in  providing  for  that 
branch  of  tlie  subject. 

Mr.  Wtfun  expressed  a  hope,  that  pro- 
vision would  be  madci  for  exempting  irom 
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taxation,  the  beer  brewed  by  farmers  for 
the  consumption  of  their  labourers  during  | 
the  harvest. 

Statk  or  Ireland.1  Mr.  Peel  ob« 
senredy  that  the  notice  of  a  motion  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet  opposite,  which  stood 
for  Thursday  next,  was  couched,  gene- 
rally, as  a  motion  respecting  the  affairs  of 
Ireland.  He  wished  to  know,  whether  the 
right  hon.  baronet  intended  to  bring  the 
motion  forward  on  that  day»  and  also  what 
was  its  specific  nature  ? 

Sir  John  Nevif>ort  said,  he  would  answer 
the  interroffatones  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, as  far  as  he  could — always,  how- 
ever, reserving  to  himself  the  right  of 
making  any  subsequent  alteration,  in  the 
period  of  bringing  on,  or  in  the  object  of 
liis  motion,  which  circumstances  might  re- 
quire. He  certainty  did  intend  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House,  on  Thursday  next, 
to  the  ajFuirs  of  Ireland.  His  proposition 
would  be  moulded  into  the  form  of  an  ad- 
dress, stating  the  surprise  which  the  House 
felt  at  the  alleged  necessity  of  voting 
S5,000  men  to  preserve  the  domestic  tran- 
quillity of  Ireland,  no  notice  having  been 
taken  of  the  disturbed  state  of  that  country 
in  the  speech  delivered  from  the  throne  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session ;  and 
secondly,  it  would  call  on  the  ministers  of 
the  Crown  to  lay  a  detailed  statement  be- 
fore the  House  of  the  reasons  that  induced 
them  to  call  for  such  an  establishment, 
and  the  facts  on  which  those  reasons  were 
founded.  It  would  likewise  call  on  mi- 
nisters to  point  out  the  mode  by  which 
they  intended  to  do  away  those  evils,  the 
temporary  existence  of  which  wasassigned, 
originally,  for  the  keeping  on  foot,  for  a 
time,  so  large  a  force.  This  was  a  general 
outline  of  the  proposition  he  meant  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House. 

Ship  Timber.]  Mr.  Forbes  presented 
a  petition  from  captain  W.  Layman,  which 
set  forth,  that  the  petitioner,  after  a  va- 
riety of  experiments,  had  discovered  a 
mode  by  which  -forest  trees  might  be  ren- 
dered fit  for  immediate  use,  in  ship-build- 
ing, without  waste  ^  timber,  or  being  af- 
terwards liable  to  the  dry  rot.  This  dis- 
covery, the  petitioner  stated,  he  had  laid 
before  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  but  thej 
had  not  examined  him  relative  to  it.  He 
had  afterwards  made  some  experiments 
before  the  board  of  agriculture,  which 
were  attended  with  complete  success.  Mr. 
Forbea  obeervedi  that  the  hon.  member 


for  Stockbridge  (Mr.  Barham)  was  pre- 
sent when  those  experiments  were  made. 
He  trusted  he  would  state  them  Co  the 
House,  and  thus  show  the  very  great  Im* 
portance  of  the  discovery  that  had  been 
made.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was. 
That  a  select  committee  may  be  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  discovery 
made  by  the  petitioner. 

Admiral  Ho/pe  observed,  that  an  accu- 
sation having  been  made  against  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty,  for  not  paying  attention 
to  the  discoverv  of  tlie  petitioner,  he 
wished  to  sa]^  a  tew  words  on  that  point. 
The  board  of  admiralty  had  at  least  a  hun- 
dred applications  of  the  same  kind,  but  as 
none  of  the  plans  appeared  likely  to  eftct 
the  object,  that  of  preventing  the  dry  rot, 
they  had  not  been  minutely  attendm  to. 
No  person  would  be  more  glad  than  hioi^ 
self  to  find  that  an  effectual  remedy  for 
the  dry  rot  had  been  devised ;  but,  from 
the  various  plans  which  had  been  laid  be- 
fore them,  and  which  had  failed,  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty  thought  it  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  an  examination  oT  the  plan 
mentioned  in  the  petition. 

Mr.  Barham  said,  about  four  years  ago 
the  petitioner  informed  him,  he  had  made 
a  great  discovery  in  prolonging  the  dura- 
tion of  timber,  and  adding  to  its  strength. 
He  advised  the  petitioner  to  go  to  the  ad- 
miralty, and  to  state  his  discovery  there. 
This  he  declined,  observing,  that  he  had 
already  made  several  applications  to  the 
admiralty,  desiring  that  the  discovery 
might  be  examined,  but  that  they  ap-; 
peared  to  have  a  pique  against  him, 
and  received  hiin  in  such  a  manner  as  no 
gentleman  could  bear.  To  this  he  an- 
swered, that,  even  if  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty had  a  pique  o^inst  him,^  they 
ought  to  consider  his  discovery,  withoor 
any  regard  to  the  person  by  whom  it  was 
introduced.  The  petitioner  then  asked 
what  he  was  to  do,  and  observed  that  h% 
could  fully  prove  the  utility  of  his  diico- 
very.  He  advised  him  to  get  the  fact  of 
the  usefulness  of  his  discovery  verified  by 
some  other  body,  so  as  to  render  it  impos* 
sible  for  the  board  of  admiralty  to  oeny 
examining  the  truth  of  his  statement;  and 
he  pointed  out  the  board  of  agriculture 
as  a  very  fit  body  for  that  purpose.  Be- 
fore that  board  the  petitioner  exhibited  a 
number  of  experiments,  at  which  he  fraa 
present,  and  they  were  all  perfectly  suc^ 
cessful.  To  the  great  satisfaction  of 
a  very  numerous  meeting,  the  art  of  the 
petitioner  certainly  did  produce  very  ex- 
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treordinary  cffccW.  A  piece  of  Umber, 
prepared  by  the  bnflrd  of  a);riculiuri-,  t'roni 
the  trorct  pari  i>r  the  oaL,  wai,  by  the  pe- 
titioner'* proccu  made  ttuuier  itiua  tlm 
Iteart  of  oak.  A  piece  of  oak  via*  also  cut 
in  two,  one  part  of  which  was  retained  by 
Ae  board,  and  the  other  given  to  the  ]>«- 
litioner.  By  hi*  procesa.  ihc  piece  rc- 
raaiotng  with  him  was  mnde  to  carry  twiu; 
the  weight  which  thcoUior  pnrlinn  would 
bear.  Theae  experiment*  lie  had  hinuelf 
aeeo,Bn(l  he  felt  it  nect-saary  to  mention 
them  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Forbes  triuted  the  statement  of  tile 
hon.  member  would  be  sutislactury  lo  the 
Houtc-  The  guliant  admiral  had  ubaervMl, 
■bat  thii  was  one  ol  the  hundred  discove* 
rie*  that  had  been  made  for  preparing  tim- 
l>er,  and  tor  curing  the  dry  rot ;  but  thai 
■o  many  had  failed,  b>  rendered  it  unne- 
cessary for  the  admiralty  In  convidcr  lhi«. 
He  lupiinsed  the  gallant  admiral  was 
aware  of^the  secret  of  th«  petitioner,  and 
had  therefore  not  considered  it  proper  to 
give  hi:!  (liicoverv  a  trial.  If  that  were 
the  case,  certainly  it  was  not  an  unfair 
proceeding.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
the  Houie  would  ^rant  llie  prayer  of  tlie 
petition,  and  appoint  a  select  commiliee 
to  inauire  into  a  aubjecl  of  such  groat  na- 
tional importance. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Natt  EariUATES.]  On  the  motion 
of  Uw  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
Hooae  resolved  ilielf  into  a  committee  of 
Iha  whole  House,  to  consider  further  of 
tba  Mpply  to  be  granted  to  his  majesty. 
In  tha  ooqiinittee,  sir  Georga  Warrender 
nofed,  "  That  it  i*  the  opinion  of  this 
commiUae,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding 
*S,86H.  13t.  Gd.  be  granted  to  his  majesty, 
for  defraying  the  aalariea  uid  contingen- 
ciea  of  the  Navy  Fav  Ofice  for  the  year 
1816." 

Mr.  BetiHet  said,  he  had  given  notice, 
on  a  &nner  night,  of  bit  intention  to  move 
fbr  a  reduction  of  those  lalsries,  and,  in 
coafiirniitjr  with  that  notice,  he  now  rose. 
He  coaoeived  that  a  salary  of  4,0001.  per 
annua  was  too  much  for  the  treasurer  of 
the  nevy.  The  salary  of  the  paymaster  of 
Ibc  army  was  abort  of  S.OOOt  and  he  could 
aaeno  reason  why  the  treanurer  of  the 
nainr  ibould  receive  more.  It  was  an  office 
of  by  no  meani  a  laborious  description. 
He  waa  informed,  that  all  the  duties  con- 
neotad  with  it  did  not  occupy  the  attention 
of -the  iDdlvMital  filliiv  the  aitnetini  for 
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-ihM.  one  hour  in  the  day.  He 
bagMi  lo  Mall  the  attention  of  the  Houk 
totne  diatresved  ctaie  of  the  country.  In 
caeaeqwen^  of  t.iat  distrew,  the  Phsa  ' 
Bamtr  Iw  ministerx,  and  tliai  HoitiE,  I 
haiTfladfliiit  themaetves  to  a  count  a 
riflM  eeenowy.  In  cuiiaeijuertce  of  itt  - 
««tpe>of  Ibaie  who  surrounded  him,  ib 
naMa letd^  (Castlereagh)  had  beva  en*. 
palled  I*  wkhdratv  the  roost  oxiravigu 
aaliiiaiaB  that  were  ever  laid  brfore  ^■ 
liaeMiil,.f(li  the  purpose  of  coniractiif 
tbeni  end  he  hoped  that  p4rliainent,ifi 
that  they  were  not  auOcimd) 
would  not  cease  to  esert  ■ 
pavar  eatil  a  proper  reduction  had  talui 
placet-  Ha  could  not  conceive  why,  in  ■ 
tii«a  ef  paece,  the  civil  dvpiirlmcnu  coa- 
Mcled  with  ihe  army  and  nuvy  thtuJil  be 
paid  ate  war-rale.  A  numt)«r  of  dfrlu 
and  peraene  whose  salaries  wer<  ttiam^ 
bad  baaa  h^pcd  aS.  Dm,  if  ihefteo^r 
aaked»  «  Will  you  U-asen  the 
of  thaae-whfi  receive  iuamenso 
the  pnbliei"'  and  the  Hnu«« 
"Me;"  then  they  wuuld  conclude,  nq 
jnMlyi  that  there  was  do  Mnceriiy  inlhet 
prpWWieiie  of  economy  which  had  esdlti 
■0  nvieh  puhlic  expectation.    The  hw 

ef  Ifae  traesurcr  of  the     ... 
&DB  4^00(V.  to  '2,000^.  per.i 
■Mr.  Rott  tha  ■     ■     ■       ' 
for  the  fair  and  candid    maitner^ln  wladt 
he  bad  introduced  hia    proposition,  td 
pledged  himself  to  pursue  ■  aimilar  line  a 
conduct.     He  did  not  mean  to  aay,  tli» 
his  own  l^wun,  or   ilioaa  of  any  otbe 
man,  were  worth  the  sum   noir  stated  i> 
the  navy    estimates;    but    he  ibouU  to 
extremely  sorry,  after  the  office  bad  bita 
established  in  the  way  it  waa,  lo  let  iIk 
subject  pass  by  unnoticed.     At  tba  tiw 
of  the  Revolution  the  salary  tff  the  trea- 
surer of  the  navy  was  2,000/.     After  tb 
period,  the  treaiuvera  of  the  navy  au^  I 
great  advantages  by  the  balances  aTpuUN:  | 
money  in  their  banda.     It  waa  Aoad  ne-  I 
cessary,  however,  to  withdraw  thoae  ad-  | 
vantage*  from  them,  and  2,000/.  p 


at  ion.    The  hw 


was  added  to  the  salary,  by  way  of  go»  I 
peniation  making  a  total  of  4|000L  a  ycw> 
This  wai  paid  to  the  different  luaiiiiii' 
over  and  over  again,  ao  that  there  «*  | 
nothing  new  which  could  induce  the  ea» 
mittee  to  lower  the  satarr:  andhetboifh 
there  waa  no  very  good  reason  that  Ik* 
salary  should  be  reduced  to  bios,  whee  ■> 
had  peen  lo  long  paid  to  othen.  Bi 
would  not  aay,  twtf  we  M 
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be  filled  at  a  dieaper  rate.  If  it  were  set 
up  to  auction^  the  salary  might  be  beat 
doim  to  50/.  per  annum.  But  he  could 
conceive  no  good  reaion  for  putting  this 
mark  on  him,  and  saying,  "  You  shall  not 
be  paid  what  your  predecessors  were  in 
the  habit  of  receiving.*'  It  was  not  na- 
tural in  him  to  cling  to  the  advantages  of 
office,  where  any  impropriety  appeared  to 
be  attached  to  his  accepting  them.  He 
felt  it  unpleasant  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House  with  allusions  to  himself;  but 
when  ministers  proposed  to  increase  the 
snlary  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  from 
S  to  4,000/.  a  year,  he  refused  the  advance : 
holding  a  sinecure,  as  ho  then  did,  he 
thought  it  not  fit  to  receive  the  proposed 
addition ;  so  that  he  trusted  the  House 
would  acquit  him  of  any  desire  to  cling  to 
the  emoluments  of  office.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  said  that  the  duties  of  the 
office  were  easy,  and  that  lit^e  time  was 
requisite  for  the  performance  of  them. 
He  was  completely  mistaken  in  this.  Those 
duties  engrossed  a  large  portion  of  his 
time  even  when  he  was  absent  from 
London ;  they  employed  him  many  hours 
in  the  day,  and  often  two  hours  before 
daylight.  This  might  be  no  reason  for 
the  salary  being  ^fiOOl.  a  year ;  but  he 
wished  to  show  that  the  duties  of  the  office 
were  not  so  easy.  No  application  had 
ever  been  made  by  officers  of  the  navy 
that  was  not  attended  to.  He  was  per- 
suaded the  hon.  gentleman  acted  from  no 
motive  but  a  sense  of  public  duty.  It  was 
for  the  committee  to  consider  whether  this 
duty  reouired  them  to  follow  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  hon.  gentleman ;  if  so,  he 
should  submit  with  resignation  to  their 
decision. 

Mr.  Bcnnet  did  not  know  what  duties 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  mix  up 
with  those  of  his  office ;  but  men  quite  as 
well  qualified  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
to  give  the  information  had  assured  hira^ 
that  they  could  not  contrive  to  employ 
more  than  an  hour  a  day  in  the  duties  of 
the  office.  For  such  duties,  the  salary  he 
proposed  would  be  quite  sufficient.  As  to 
the  argument  from  the  loss  of  public 
balances,  that  might  apply  very  well  to 
the  parties  who  lost  them  ;  but  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  never  enjoyed  them. 
With  respect  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself,  it  was  not  this  office  alone  that  he 
wuhed  to  reduce;  he  intended  to  go 
through  the  whole  of  them.  Ho  should 
endeavour  to  reduce  even  offices  of  great 
public  labour :  the  present  was  a  smecare, 
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and  the  first  that  appeared  on  the  esti- 
mate. 

Mr.  Rote  contended,  that  the  office  was 
no  sinecure,  and  his  deputy,  if  called  on, 
would  state  how  many  hours  were  daily 
employed  in  the  duties  of  it.  To  be  sure, 
the  whole  number  of  hours  he  had  stated 
might  not  be  occupied  in  the  precise 
duties  of  this  one  department,  but  they 
were  occupied  in  public  business,  and  the 
office  was  any  thing  but  a  sinecure. 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  ob- 
served, that,  according  to  the  rule  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  moved  the  amend- 
ment, the  treasurer  of  the  navy  did  not 
hold  an  office,  the  emoluments  of  which 
ought  to  be  reduced.    The  hon.  ^tle- 
man's  economical    reform   was  directed 
asainst  those   places    which,   from   late 
changes,  had  become  more  lucrative :  but 
he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  the  office 
in  question  was  %o  far  from  coming  within 
its  scope,  that  instead  of  becoming  more 
lucrative,  it  was  actually  reduced.    The 
balances  of  the  public  money  held  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  when  his  salary  was 
only  2,000/.  were  a  source  of  incomparably 
greater  income  than  the  addition  of  2,000£» 
making  up  its  present  amount.    It  might 
appear  that  this  office  was  extravagantly 
paid  in  former  times,  and  he  mieht  scarcely 
gain  credence  when  he  stated  its  emolu- 
ments so  high  as  it  was  known  they  fre- 
quently were.    They  amounted  annually 
on  some  occasions  to  40,000/.  or  SOfiOQL 
The  present  salary  of  4,0(X)/.  a  year,  there- 
fore, was  a  great  reduction.    But  leaying 
out  of  view  Uie  history  of  the  office  in 
question,  the  present  income  that  it  yielded 
would  not  appear  too  high,  when  compared 
with  the  duties  which  it  imposed,  and  the 
responsibility  with  which  it  was  connected. 
It  was  by  all  means  desirable  that  a  situa- 
tion of  such  trust  should  be  filled  b^  an 
individual  of  high  character,  of  great  mte- 
grity  and  respectability.    The  time  and 
thelabour  of  such  an  individual  required 
liberal  payment ;  but  if,  fhnn  motives  of 
ill-judged  parsimony,  the  salary  was  so 
reauced  as  to  offer  only  inducements  to  a 
lower  description  of  persons  to  accent  it, 
the  public,  ne  was  persuaded,  would  not 
be  gainers,  nor  would  the  house  have 
reason  to  applaud  its  economy. 

Mr.  Freston  urged  the  necessily  of  eco- 
nomy and  retrenchment  in  all  the  offices 
and  departments  of  government.  The 
price  ofgrain  and  the  produce  of  land  had 
fallen,  and  the  nation  could  not  afbrd  to 
pay  out  of  a  diminished  income  increased 
(3D) 


■9H3    HOOSfi'OF  COIOIONB, 

jnlfri^i.  High  txrtmm  .eoi4i  •BI7;  I- 
defrayad  out  of  giMt  rawiiiiwi ;  uid  to . 
fti]\tmt  ibM^  tlw  iaoovwuhad  UM*  of 
^  OHntry  could  jiittd  inarMWirt  tmolu- 
:a|i||toto  [wblie  wrYaiBtit  pliowwiii,  and 
MBliwWt  WW  littlo  olio  Umd  iDHni^. 
^IIImP  tlw  ftnntr  ooaU  Kweoly  fiod  ■ 
.nmirft  farbit  gnup,  iiid,  wbo^ho  did  wJl 
iVvM.ipEg*'  to  tako  •  dimhiMwd  ptioe 
;— iA^  tbe  hodlord  «tbar  mt  nomt,  or 
a  n4>pod  one— «M  it  10  be  MBi^iwd  tbot 
Aaf.tiaaU.aMoii  tlw  mhw  nonuml  miibi 
.sCpiuijr  to  bo  iqiuiKUfcd  OB  txtisngint 


„  ,  ,_  .    ., opumiog 

a  mad  career.  The  EoD.  BBllemu  w«i 
proceeding  with  a  dMcriptwn  of  the  itoto 
of  dietress  tu  wUicli,  ttie  eountrv  wai  ro- 
ditceil,  sod  tlie  necEpritf  of  ■lltvutiag  iu 
burlhens,  ivhen 

Capt.  Pellew  rose  to  order.    Tbe  qaet> 
tioo  before  the  comiaittae  > 
the  navy  estimnles;  the  bo 
ihcrclorc,  was  trttvuIUog  in 


,  Ifb  Pmbm  contooded  Ibot,  in  pmnag 
^-Wfeomitf  of  retmtduaeat,  Grom  tbe 
omJMmtioB  of  tbe  geoenl  dittiflH  under 
~*'  *  jthe  oouDtty  wu  lalwwring,  end 
*-  tbe  reeoit  of  hit  reeionuiM  to 

^ ^jldual  office  which  wee  &e  object 

jit  ibo  preeent  diaciunon,  he  wmm  atnctlv 
}a  order.  Ha  accordia^ly  proceeded  irito 
■ome  further  obserrationB  on  the  same 
■ubj^t,  which  he  laid  he  wua  sorry  he  had 
not  taken  an  opportunity  of  making  ear- 
lier, and  which  could  never  be  too  fre- 
qtiently  repeatud. 

Mr,  S.  b.  Morlaiid  said  a  feir  words  in 
defence  of  the  salary  of  the  treasurer  of 
tbe  navy,  as  it  at  present  existed,  and 
against  the  proposed  reduction. 

Admiral  Markham  stated,  that  the  clerks 
Id  the  navy  pay  office  were  not  to  closely 
employed  as  some  persona  might  imagine. 
When  a  tailor  inquired  at  that  office,  on 
tbe  subject  of  prize-money,  he  was,  after 
a  certain  period,  referred  to  Greenwich 
Hospital. 

Mr.  Rote  said,  there  was  such  a  press  of 
business  ia  that  office  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, that  two  new  clerks  were  called  i<x, 
although  the  request  had  not  been  com- 
plied with.  All  questioni  witli  respect  to 
prize-money  were  answered  in  the  most 
correct  manner  that  circunutaaces  would 
permit.. 

Adminil  //o/w  said,  that  neither  the 
commissioners  of  the  board  of  inquiry, 
nor  the  committee  of  revisioa,  bad  re-. 


1 

ies4f 


NtHjf.  Enhnalcs. 

imnwiandrd  a  reduction  of  the  salnj, 
tbo  tmenrer  of  the  navy. 

Mr.'AatfoasaicI,  the  whole  oftliei  ^ 
riaa  oagbt  to  be  brought  down  toaletd 
witb  iIm  praMDl  Bcalo  of  prices.  The  ii- 
abilitjoftho  people  to  pay  those  thai  icr 
dvnuulod  was  the  best  reason  for  puf 
■Utngtba  coune  he  rccooa mended. 

8u  M.  W.  kidleif  objected  to  the  a 
ffMnttinw  of  llie  salaries  of  several  of  lit 
darks  bwng  laised  at  this  particular » 

Sir  GMrga  fVarmider  reminded  ^■ 
boo.  baronet  that  tlie  clerks  had  teaw 
an  incroaso  of  salary,  not  on  account  > 
tba  nrcuBistances  of  the  present  taaoxii 
bnt  according  to  a  rate  that  was  to  ti 
parmanent,  and  that  brought  tlieii  em» 
laments  into  *  correspondence  wait  ihc 
periods  of  Hrrice.  The  numbetofderb 
oad  been  diminished,  but  it  ■onld  not 
bavs  been  iUr  to  have  (iiaappoinltl  tl» 
trust  of  those  whu  irerc  retained,  udwlu 
bad  undeigono  a  laborious  and  tooc-CM' 
tinued  serrice  on  the  faith  of  a  vj«a 
that  admiUed  of  a  gradual  rise. 

Mr.  Barvig  iJid  not  see  ibe  necesNtril 
ftdlowing  the  rate  mentioned  by  tlw  » 
baronet. 

Mr.  Rau  professed  liimiclf  slnji 
inoUned  to  fidlow  plana  of  retreodim(«l 
and  meaaoaijt  when  it  could  be  doM 
coniiatentlv  with  the  proper  perform- 
ance of  lue  public  Imsincsf.  lie  li^  . 
saved  the  places  of  three  clerks;  aodb] 
the  regularity  introduced  into  hU  efioi 
he  had  bis  accounts  made  up  as  eai^n 
called  fur,  When  be  last  returned  mio 
the  country,  he  found  an  office  of  Sfi- 
a  year  vacant,  and  be  did  not  fill  it,  tbsugb 
it  was  in  his  power,  because  he  coocofel 
it  to  be  useless.  He  had  abolished  aennl 
unneceEsarv  places,  but  never  ia  tbe  whok 
course  of  bis  official  life  had  be  crssted 
one.  He  had  lately  ordered  a  list  to  be 
made  out,  by  tlioce  in  tbe  departoieet 
with  which  he  was  connected)  of  all  place 
that  might  be  spared  without  any  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service,  aod  he  wo)^ 
proceed  upon  it  when  be  reottved  it- 
Mr.  Sarclat/  was  of  o^iHon,  tbat  boe- 
ever  proper  it  might  he  at  other  XioM, 
and  in  other  circumstances,  to  vote  addi- 
tions to  salaries,  the  present  distrewa  of 
the  country  pointed  out  tbe  unprepiietj 
of  proposins  such  measures  now.  Tk 
sum  of  150CH.might  appear  a  small  sanogi 
if  taken  from  the  clerks  in  a  govemmeal 
office,  and  when  compared  witb  the  im- 
meuBc  expendituco  of  tbe  country ;  but  it 
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should  be  recollected,  that  economy  in 
small  matters  would  produce  important 
results  amid  the  numerous  departments  of 
expenditure  that  existed  in  a  great  nation. 
We  must  proceed  item  by  item,  and  save 
all  that  we  could,  if  we  wished  to  reduce 
the  public  burthens  as  we  ought.  The 
hon.  member  thought,  that  though  the 
salary  of  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  did  not 
appear  extravagant,  if  considered  as  the 
only  resource  of  the  individual  that  held 
it,  and  compared  with  the  duties  which  it 
hnposed,  yet  that,  in  consideration  of 
the  emoluments  of  its  present  possessor, 
from  other  sources,  and  the  distresses  of 
the  country,  it  should  be  reduced  to  t^,000/. 

Mr.  Hose  said,  that  the  salaries  of  the 
clerks  in  the  office  to  which  he  belonged, 
began  as  low  as  could  be  imagined.  This 
circumstance  rendered  the  hardship  of 
refusing  the  expected  rise  from  the  estab- 
lished scale  or  rate  of  increase  still  more 
severe.  He  gave  the  clerks  upon  their 
entrance  only  78/.  a  year,  and  after  a  ser- 
vice often  years  their  emoluments  did  not 
exceed  90/.  annuall}'.  They  increased  at 
so  slow  a  rate,  that  the  person  who  had 
been  longest  in  the  office  received  a  salary 
of  only  7501.  after  a  service  of  forty  years, 
though  he  was  considered,  in  addition  to 
his  length  of  duty,  to  have  incurred  such 
responsibility,  that  he  was  obliged  to  find 
security  for  8,00()/.  He  would  ask  the 
hon.  member  for  Southwark,  if  he  could 
employ  his  clerks  at  the  same  rate ;  or  if 
he  could  find  persons  of  decent  character 
and  requisite  education  to  perform  his 
business  for  the  sums  paid  to  the  younger 
clerks  of  the  navy  offices  ?  Livery  servants 
were  sometimes  paid  as  highly  as  the  in- 
dividuals in  question,  although  their  oua- 
lifications  must  be  considerable,  and  their 
situation  in  society  respectable. 

Mr.  Baring  was  too  well  convinced  that 
the  worst  economy  was  to  give  a  poor 
remuneration  for  the  discharge  of  effective 
duties,  to  think  of  enforcing  such  a  prin- 
ciple now;  but  that  was  not  what  was 
required  of  the  government.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated  that  the  lowest 
salary  in  his  department  was  78/.  a  year, 
and  that  several  years  elapsed  before  it 
became  90/.  Now,  upon  examining  that 
division  of  the  estimates,  he  could  see  no 
salary  so  low  as  78/.  In  the  treasurer's 
department  of  the  navy  office,  the  salaries 
were  from  600/.  down  to  140/.  a  year,  at 
the  lowest.  In  the  pay  office,  there  were 
none  under  140/.  In  the  navy  office^  the 
lowest  were  90/.     In  ftct,   among  fiOO 


clerks  in  those  departments,  he  could  find 
none  under  90/.  This  was  certainly  a 
contradiction  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
statement  of  the  reduced  scale. 

Mr.  Hose  explained,  bv  saying  that  he 
alluded  to  the  extra  clerics  who  were  in 
the  regular  course  of  promotion.  Under 
this  name  they  generally  entered  the  office. 

Mr.  MarryiU  did  not  think  the  salaries 
were  too  considerable.  lie  was  certain 
no  man  ought  to  get  a  smaller  salary  than 
that  laid  down  in  the  present  average,  for 
no  man  could  live  at  n  more  reduced  one. 
For  this  reason  be  would  vote  for  the 
estimates. 

Mr.  Thompsoti  was  of  opinion  that  the 
clerks  were  not  overpaid,  or  that  any  re- 
duction could  be  made  in  their  salaries 
without  producing  distress,  or  leading  to 
injustice.  The  treasurer  of  the  navy, 
being  in  a  different  situation,  could  afford, 
without  positive  suffering,  to  set  the  ex- 
ample of  reduction  to  the  occupants  of 
other  affluent  places.  He  gave  great  cre- 
dit to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  performed  his  official 
duties,  and  the  attentive  regard  he  showed 
to  the  interests  and  the  feelings  of  those 
with  whom  they  brought  him  in  contact. 
He  could  not  praise  too  highly  the  prompt 
attention  that  he  showed  to  all  applica* 
tions,  the  civil  manner  in  which  he  con- 
veyed his  answer,  his  kind  and  conciliating 
interference  in  behalf  of  the  poor  and  the 
distressed,  and  his  ready  compliance  with 
their  petitions.  Several  instances  of  this 
condescending  and  friendly  disposition 
had  come  under  his  own  notice,  and  he 
was  aware  that  they  were  so  multiplied  as 
to  constitute  his  general  and  acknowledged 
character;  but  he  would  suggest  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  that  he  had  filled 
several  lucrative  offices,  that  he  was  now 

grown  old  in  place,  and  that,  though  he 
ad  discharged  his  duties  well,  he  had  still 
in  his  power  to  add  to  his  character  by  a 
slight  sacrifice.  It  would  giVe  great  satis- 
faction to  the  House — it  would  do  a  great 
deal  of  good — it  would  add  much  to  the 
esteem  with  which  the  nation  would  re- 
gard him— if  he  would  now  voluntarily 
rise  in  his  place,  and  prevent  any  furtlier 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  his  salary,  by 
declaring  that,  from  a  consideration  of  the 
distresses  of  the  country,  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  example  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
admiralty,  he  freely  consented  to  reduce 
his  emoluments  at  least  1,000/.  a  year. 
Mo  conduct  could  be  more  praisewortny— 
none  could  lead  to  more  useful  results* 
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The  example  th&t  sucb  generocity  would 
«£t  would  be  followed;  and  the  country 
would  be  satiiSed  that  economy  iud 
reached  the  heartt  ud  th«  o&cm  of  mi- 
nuieri.  The  lifjA  haa.  giodtaUft  would 
receive  the  appfibiM  oMiU  oootempor^ 
riei,  sad  hit  Dame  wooU  be  bended  dowa 
to  posterity  as  an  initeoce  of  ardent  pa- 
Uiotum  sod  telf-dcnying  virtue  [Hear, 
hear  I]. 

Mr.  Rose  returned  ihanki  to  the  hon. 
tneoiber  fur  the  tribute  he  had  paid  his 
character,  and  begged  at  the  »aine  time 
to  OMUre  him,  that  he  would  feel  a  dtspo- 
citioD  to  take  advantage  of  hi«  recom- 
'  mendaCton,  had  lie  not  on  a  former  occa- 
aion,  when  lie  held  two  places,  proposed 
and  effected  a  reduction  of  l.QOUl,  a  year 
in  one  of  them.  His  experience  on  that 
occasion  was,  however,  too  discouraging 
to  induce  him  to  repeat  it,  for  no  body 
theo  f(JI owed  his  example— I^ Much  laugh- 
terj-  He  was  afraid  tne  precedent  would 
be  equally  inoperative  on  the  present  oc- 
cuion, 

Mr.  Bnbington  bore  testimony  to  the 
great  merits  of  the  trewurer  oftbe  navy, 
wbuhad  not  confined  himadf  to  the  ipbet* 
of  hie  icnmedidte  duties,  but  had  wtendej 
bis  services  to  the  navy  prise  office^  where 
he  had  eflccted  regulation*  that  it  would 
be  well  to  sec  adopted  in  the  same  branch 
oftbe  military  service.  Indeed  his  office, 
Iti  comparison  willi  others,  was  hut  poorly 
remuiKrated. 

Mr.  Long  auured  the  hon.  member  who 
had  la*t  spoken,  that  he  was  mistaken  in 
■uppoiing  that  the  army  prise  department 
was  not  attended  to  as  it  ought,  for  he 
faimaelf  bad  introduced  several  acts  for 
the  improvement  of  tiiat  branch  of  the 
public  service,  and  had  saved  at  least  half 
a  millioD  of  money  to  the  nstion  by  those 
ameliorations.  The  hon.  member  might 
be  assured  that  a  great  deal  had  been  done 
in  this  respect,  and  be  ( Mr.  Long)  would 
he  nsdir  ^^  thankful  to  receive  any  furi 
tber  suggestions  on  this  poinL 

Mr.BabiHgton  explained,  that  much, 
hewft  sure,  nad  been  doue  in  tbe  right 
hep.  gentleman's  department — all  he 
meaat  to  convey  was,  that  the  army  prize 
money  was  not  placed  upon  as  good  s 
footing  OS  that  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Rabintnn  observed,  that  the  salary 
of  bis  right  hon,  friend  was  fixed  at  4,000/. 
a  year,  not  solely  for  the  labour  which 
was  c<H>fessedly  annexed  to  it,  but  for  the 
importance  of  the  particular  tmsL  This 
t«lu;  bod  b^eu  jSji^  fiv  wn  j4wn  thiity 
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jatn.     AnteoedMl  la  Oit  pitW  Ih 
ofioo  WIS  poid  1b  a  vaiMi^  Off  vn,  aii 

Tliqr  MMold  imAi 


__    _    ____     Its  puMossar  weopfc 

UcioeciiiintutantaiaIifiB,tinta  lmm)k 
quietus  from  tboae  vbe  mn  plaMHt 
Dim  asauditorsi  notil  b*  abCaiaadAB 
eompleto  recdpik  ba  darad  aoi^ibi 
transfer  of  oocsbiUiagof  baaiMlpaipah 
So  that  the  individisol  wao  sat  vAjj^ 
for  bis  labour,  bat  also  Car  Us  naaa 
bilitj.  jb  to  tba  dtflennea  tfi^  t 
'  army  priaa-MpQil 


nway  priio  sfoots  for  tha  fanaViBiM 

fill  rii  lliii  liiiliii,  hiiiiiliii,  iliaassu    ' 
was  a  hi  more  tmfiMoeo^  ocqm»ft 

Mr.  IVef*Dis  stroog^j  r\  i      inmifciUs 
right  boa.  bsoiIcbmb  oppiieila  la  Hill 


fixvanl  with  a  reduction  of  biaiplMi.  lb 

would  by  so  doing  erect  a  tnoaomcnt  u 
bU  nanory,  that  would  out-last  its 
Waterloo  trophy.  lie  was  the  oldruns 
oa  the  treasury  bench,  and  bia  exampk 
tbosarisiwout  of  a  deep  seas«  of  piM> 
diifr,.ooiiM  not  hut  be  felt  by  hi*  csl- 
lasgpsfc  •Beally  ho  ought  to  do  so  (is 
time,  when  one-fifth  of  the  popuhtioa 
were  aawllji  panting  for  sulisistcncA 

^T.Fa^  didnotihink  thntlhtsaluy  r 
having  been  fixed  thirty  years  ago,aiitfr 
rifllly  altered  the  case. 

IVIr.  Banka  said,  that  althoii|A  Ik 
times  were  very  unGt  for  the  intraouctita 
of  new  or  increased  ealariea,  yet,  within 
gard  to  the  old  ones,  he  waa-cxtrenNlf 
unwilling  to  say  that  the  times  wen  ■ 
hard  as  to  require  an  innovation  in  theB^ 
pends  of  those  established  thir^  yeai 
ago,  particularly  where  no  couplaiDU  fa 
so  long  a  period  had  been  maoe,  or  mf 
inefficiency  alleged.  He  would  ssf  no- 
thing of  tlie  individual  who  filled  tht 
ofSce,  but  merely  speak  of  the  ofioe  j'l- 
self.  In  tbe  salaries  of  thirty  nais  date 
he  would  acquiesce,  but  he  hoped  tha 
committee  would  concur  with  bim  b 
thinking  that  this  was  every  unfit  momeit 
to  put  any  office  upon  a  new  footing. 

Mr.  FoTbet  did  not  tfaiulc  the  salaries  tf 
clerks  were,  on  an  average,  too  much. 

Ir.  Bennet  reminded  the  comautUSi 
that  the  question  was  not,  whotlier  thi 
clerks  should  be  reduced  {rata  ISOL  ts  i 
ISO/.,  but  whether  the  treuuror  ^  the 
navy  should  in  time  of  peace  hare  S^OOOL 
instead  of  4kOO(M.  a  ynft. 
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Mr.  Marryat  repeated,  that  he  saw  no 
reason  for  altering  a  stipend  of  thirty 
years  duration. 

Mr.  Finlay  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

The  House  then  divided  on  Mr.  Ben- 
net's  amendment,  '<  That  the  salary  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  navy  should  be  2,0(XV.  a 
year,  instead  of  4,000/. :  when  the  num- 
bers were— 

For  the  Amendment    21 

Against  it (j6 

Majority    • 45 

The  amendment  was  consequently  ne- 
gatived. 

Captain  PeUem  complained  of  the  hard- 
ships to  which  seamen  were  on  foreign 
stations  exposed,  by  their  pay  being  with- 
held until  their  return  to  a  home  station. 
He  said,  that  his  brother  officers  con- 
curred with  him  in  pronouncing  this  to  be 
a  very  heavy  grievance.  Seamen  were, 
by  this  regulation,  often  for  six,  eight, 
and  ten  years,  without  receiving  pay,  and 
were,  therefore,  deprived  of  the  means  of 
purchasing  such  necessaries  as  they  might 
want.  This  necessarily  led  them  to  resort 
to  the  purser  for  what  were  called  slops; 
and  they  of^en  resorted  to  these  means, 
not  for  their  immediate  want  of  the  things 
purchased,  but  to  convert  them,  on  any 
terms,  into  money  for  their  immediate 
necessities.  He  had  known  a  man  to  sell 
fbr  half>a-crown,  clothes  for  which  he  was 
charged  a  pound  in  his  accounts.  Surely 
this  was  a  grievance.  Another  evil  arising 
out  of  this  regulation  was,  that  the  men 
would  not  enter  now  for  foreign  stations. 
Such  a  feeling  among  them,  was,  of  course, 
detrimental  to  the  public  service.  One 
of  Uie  reasons  for  excluding  men  on  fo- 
reign stations  from  receiving  their  pay, 
was  a  very  futile  one— he  alluded  to  that 
grounded  on  the  facility  of  their  desertion. 
Now,  the  contranr  was,  in  his  opinion, 
the  fact ;  for,  so  far  from  preventing,  it 
encouraged  desertion,  as  the  men  were 
inclined  to  run  sooner,  than  continue  to 
bear  the  hardships  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed. He  knew  a  roan  who,  when 
brought  to  the  table  to  receive  fifteen 
years  pay,  had  only  the  amount  of  three 
years  coming  to  him,  the  rest  having  been 
absorbed  in  slop  accounts  on  foreign  sta- 
tions, on  which  the  individual  had  pro- 
bably a  loss  of  one-eighth  or  more.  Mow 
this  could  be  easily  remedied  by  devoting 
a  couple  of  clerks,  who  were  unoccupied 
in  the  navy  pay-office,  to  the  management 
of  pay  accounts  on  foreiga  atationa,  aupp 
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pose  at  Malu,  Gibraltar,  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  Jamaica,  and  Antigua.  The 
establishment  could  be  managed  on  ship 
board  by  the  purser,  the  captain,  and  his 
clerk ;  instead  of  the  men  receiving  their 
pay  in  divisions  of  six  months  annually, 
let  it  be  given  them  in  three  months ;  that 
is,  only  one  half  what  they  would  be  en« 
titled  to  on  a  home  station.  He  assured 
the  committee  that  the  want  of  such  a  re- 
gulation was  a  severe  grievance ;  he  would» 
however,  establish  the  fact  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt,  as  he  had  done  in  thjs 
recent  case  of  widows  pensions,  and  if  it 
appeared  to  the  House  that  the  navy^were 
an  aggrieved  service,  they  would,  doubt- 
less redress  the  evil.  He  thought  he  had 
made  out  a  primA  facie  case,  which  nei- 
ther Moses  nor  the  Prophets  could  con- 
trovert [A  laugh].  [The  hon.  member 
was  here  understood  to  allude  to  a  phrase 
of  sir  Joseph  Yorke*s,  on  a  former  night]. 
Captain  Pellew  said,  he  was  no  party  man; 
the  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
supporting  government  knew  this  very 
well,  and  that  he  mostly  concurred  with 
thenL  They  would,  therefore,  he  trusted* 
give  him  a  patient  hearine.  The  propo- 
sition for  the  payment  of  the  service  on 
foreign  stations  might  doubtless  receive 
amendment ;  but  he  entreated  they  would 
give  to  it  their  most  serious  consideration. 
Admiral  Hope  said,  that  the  hon.  cap- 
tain's observations  as  to  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  men  for  foreign  stations,  were 
not  borne  out  by  the  fact,  for  our  ships 
for  that  service  nad  all  been  got  reaay 
with  rapidity.  The  Indian  ships  were  all 
gone,  so  were  the  Mediterranean,  the 
Brazils,  and  the  Su  Helena.  The  Halifax 
and  West  India  probably  wanted  a  few 
hands ;  but,  generally  speaking,  the  whole 
complement  of  the  foreign  service  waa 
complete,  except  a  few  hundreds,  and  so 
far  from  Uiere  beine  a  difficulty  to  get  men 
for  foreign  service,  ne  was  assured  by  cap- 
tains who  were  actually  engaged  in  fitting 
out,  that  the  men  preferred  going  abroad 
to  any  other  station.  It  was  the  delight 
of  a  sailor  to  get  his  money  in  a  heap,  and 
this  was  the  way  to  gratify  that  propen- 
sity. On  the  subject  of  slops,  ne  had 
never  seen  any  thing  like  that  which  the 
hon.  captain  liad  described,  and  the  hon. 
member,  as  an  (^cer,  must  know,  that  no 
man  could  receive  more  than  a  certain 
quantity  of  slops  in  a  month — how  then 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  his  pay  cookl 
be  swallowed  up  in  the  manner  alluded  to, 
was  to  Jiim  a.myatery.    He  therefore  saw 
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no  Tieccs,-ily  for  ndiiptiiig 
whicli  had  been  thrown  our.  For 
part,  lie  never  suw  an  avcrsiiin  atnoilg  the 
mtn  for  foreign  service.  T^Mat  tbehK 
war,  when  he  wa»  going  abroMtte  jttiB- 
iag  his  thiji  in  tlie  river,  ba  ratoDfl  A<t 
ilecli  cmifdeil  nith  persons  aazlour  to  b« 
taken  nhoanJ.    He  understabd  froUfhe 

Siorl  sdniiml   and   others,  that  ■  rfmilar 
wilmg  «ill  prevaiici). 

Captain  I'cltno  accounted  tbt  tbeflld* 
liry  which  the  admiral  saidwM 
in  fitting  out  the  foreign  ahi"* 
by  the  caeeroess  that  the  - 
,  known  to  nave  in  getting 
The  admirally  sent  men  dowB  _  _ 
Bootbe  were  opened  at  Chsthtm  mb- 
r«tgD  stations,  but  none  for  hoBB  aoM. 
As  to  the  want  of  men  at  uieicnt,  'In 
could,  notwithstanding  what  W6  hop.  id* 
miral  had  laid,  state,  that  thi  Orenta, 
oopL  Cochrane,  for  llic  St.  Hd>M  Itriloil. 
wai  atm  in  want  of  men :  the  LMattar  had 
been  for  montlis  fitting  up  U  Woiriwldl, 
mlhout  being  able  to  get  taj  Mog  Uka 
her  number.  He  bad  ipokcn  to  hi*  Mpe- 
riors  and  inferiors  in  the  service  mai  my 
all  concurred  in  opinion  Oi  tint  polat. 
The  hon.  admiral  nod  aaid,  that  *  aaMnan 
»•«  Of  rtaia  porthm  of 
baew  tbia  -nrj  well ; 
^teould  draw  in  diat 
jreqoiTed  for  their 
own  tae,  and  that  they  got  ihetn  for  the 
purpoie  of  converting  them  into  cash. 
Wben  he  commanded  a  frigate  in  India, 
he  found  it  impossible,  from  the  neceisities 
of  As  men,  in  consequence  of  their  not 
KcCivhig  their  pay,  to  prevent  them  from 
RMntHne  it  by  anticipation  in  debts  of 
mt  kiod.  Tile  men  were  obliged  to  do 
ao,  to  get  soap  and  other  articles  of  prea- 


Admtnl  Hope  said,  that  the  admiralty 
had  certainly  appointed  a  rendeEvoua  for 
fiTetgn  stations,  but  they  had  not  held 
out  any  superior  inducement ;  the  men 
might  enter  for  whatever  service  they 
^oaed;  but  his  information  from  Cork, 
Brifltol.  Liverpool,  &c.  where  the  receiv- 
ing  •hipa  were  stationed,  did  not  mention 
any  difficulty  in  procuring  men.  There 
wai  not  baff  the  difficulty  on  this  point, 
at  preaent,  that  existed  after  the  Ame- 
rican war.  The  hon.  captain  wai  in  error 
when  he  mentioned  the  Leander  as  incom- 
plete. The  Orontes,  so  far  from  being  in 
iteit  of  hands,  had  only  a  deficiency  of 
about  ten  men.  There  were  only  three 
or  four  in  the  rirer  in  t  nnilar  atate. 


Mr.  Foriei  oDDgTBtolaled  A*  Iie«ei_ 
the  Btatameat  of  hia  gallaiit  -ftlirU'fap 
tain  Prilaw),  whoaa  axaniple  M'IDmI 
wooU  be  followed  br  tba  bdnr  ftanTrf 
feen  hi  that  Homo.    HvhailUMVfc 


B  tweo^  Tean 

raeaomifaliidiiu  TbeioMU 
TappHed  to  bini  ftr  reUt,TM 
Ml  oncora.  He  had  aAea  M 
the  oOcoit  tty,  that  titej  wmdhftnM 
flog  mea  who  had  gom  wAac*^  M-al 
eretyetitch  off  their  backa  torwIwuM^, 
Some  ■ao  mrai'tO'hia.knbvle^Mk 
yaari  iHtbont  leoeMiw  any  '^mf'ltm 
coughing  here  took  place].  AtfigM 
jiHt eaened R«»  accdd  'momMm* 
Aka  ttta  tha  gwitlaiMn  beWr  ttrfa 
Ito  laboar  uAdft  aliab 


I  be  wdald  nott 
detanrad  fhrn  eonplainiag  df 'JikTMatr- 
■Bcaa  of  the  aavy,  and  reaaaeidhk  Wt 
dtboogh  they  war*  amtntfeWra  4l 
HmM.  Thn  ■%&*  aa  MT'tf  !■ 
Mack  waa  white,  aa  that  tha-Mlrfr  art 
MlirfM  with  the  treetaaent  Ihnr^ — =^ 
Tiny  neither  ware,  nor  kad  iba 
to  be  eatiifled.  BeUaf  o«wbt  «f 
to  that  Bteiitoriona  bodyt  '«Hl  lli'i» 
diolod  Oe  tiaie  wooM  cmtoa'UlMiftait 
begifea.  Incallfaif  the  ■tlaMW'afi» 
nramaliBt  to  thb  point,  ba  ktW/Sh 
•eual  foaling  or  intereat  Co  g^nM^r  *■>* 
Mining  as  good  wishes  for  the  aia;  ■  Iw 
did  for  the  navy.  The  suggestimlbrfb- 
reign  payment  appeared  to  him  a  wia 
and  just  measure.  The  officers  fwhohsJ 
the  privilege  of  drawing  bills)  lost  (W- 
fourth  by  exchange,  &c.  Some  of  ita 
had  entered  his  counting-house  in  hit . 
so  destitute  that  their  toes  were  akaat 
through  their  shoes,  and  the  billi  tkn 
offered  to  negociate  completely  iattem 
after  being  carried  about  until  they  wat 
nearly  worn  out ;  they  had  oflfered  toeti  a  ; 
a  loss  of  20,  Z5,  and  aometimc*  SO  pe 
cenL  discount.  He  hod  often  taken  tbea 
at  the  ordinary  rate  of  exchange,  mtil,  at 
length,  the  frequency  of  the  appltcatioD 
compelled  him  to  desist  from  me  aeco» 
modation.  His  hon.  friend  opponts  (Ht. 
Alexander),  who  had  been  in  Indv  i 
great  friend  to  the  navy,  and  many  oikv 
gentlemen  who  heard  him,  could  comb^ 
rate  the  grievance  of  which  be  ctxnplaiBei 
It  waa  right  to  state  those  facta.  Bs 
would  always  do  so,  until  he  found  ikSI 
the  grievances  of  this  gallant  set  of  nM 
were  properly  redressed. 

Captain  WaU^mt  bora  teatnnoiiy  is 
tbt  truth  oftbeitMnannla  of  the  gtM 
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captain.  He  had  himself  sufficient  expe- 
rience of  those  facts.  In  1805,  when  he 
was  appointed  to  a  comraand  in  India,  he 
knew  one  man,  who,  on  his  arrival  at 
Spithead  from  a  forei^  station,  had  SOO/. 
due  to  him.  Was  it  right  that  such  a  ba- 
lance should  be  due  to  any  seaman  ?  Tlie 
information  of  the  hon.  admiral  must 
doubtless  be  the  best,  relatif  e  to  the  faci- 
lity of  manning  vessels  for  foreign  stations, 
but  he  had  heard  quite  the  reverse  on  this 
point;  indeed,  his  information  was  only  from 
captains,  who  were  themselves  trymg  to 
fit  out,  and  who  said  they  could  only  get 
wasters  and  artificers. 

Admiral  Hope  had  his  information  from 
no  less  authority  than  admirals  Duckworth, 
Malcolm,  and  others,  who  were  actually 
on  service.  This  was  authority  which,  he 
«upposed|  the  hon.  capt.  would  not  dis* 
pute. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  the  late  lord  Mel- 
ville, to  whom  the  navy  were  so  much  in- 
debted, had  contemplated  the  payment  of 
men  on  foreign  stations ;  but  he  found  so 
many  difficulties  to  interfere  with  this  in- 
tention, that  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
it.  He  had,  however,  effected  for  the  offi- 
cers the  privilege  of  drawing  bills ;  and 
the  men,  while  on  foreign  stations,  were 
also  allowed  to  have  a  proportion  of  their 
pay  set  apart  for  the  use  of  their  families 
at  home.  The  hon.  capt.  talked  of  spa- 
ring two  clerks  at  the  pay  office  (a  place 
in  which  he  probably  never  set  his  foot) 
although  not  one  could  in  reality  be  found 
there— even  if  they  could,  it  would  not 
answer  without  corresponding  establish- 
ments on  the  several  stations  abroad. 

Captain  Pellevo  repeated  his  former  opi- 
nions, and  expressed  his  determination  on 
every  occasion  to  introduce  this  subject ; 
not  mdeed  with  a  view  of  either  opposing 
or  embarrassing  the  government,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  it  in  the  estimation 
of  the  public,  by  impressing  upon  it  the 
necessity  of  redressing  a  heavy  evil. 

Adoural  Markham  saw  no  reason  why 
seamen  serving  onforeign  stations  should  not 
have  their  money  advanced  to  them.  The 
late  lord  Melville  rendered  a  considerable 
lervice  to  the  navy,  in  permitting  them  to 
draw  part  of  their  pay.  This,  however, 
was  not  so  considerable  an  advantage  as 
was  enjoyed  by  the  army,  who  were  paid 
in  full  wherever  the3r  were,  and  without 
any  disadvantage  arising  from  the  variation 
of  exchange.  When  he  was  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, he  knew  that  lieutenants  in  the 
navy  drawing  for  201*  received  only  1^. 


or  15Z.  He  hoped  that  the  navy  would, 
with  respect  to  this,  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  army. 

Mr.  Croker  stated,  that  he  had  made 
inquiries  as  to  the  several  rates  of  ex- 
change at  which  officers  on  foreign  ser- 
vice had  cashed  their  bills,  and  generally 
they  appeared  very  favourable  to  the  navy. 
If,  therefore,  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
member  were  adopted,  it  would  be  attend- 
ed by  a  certain  loss  to  the  officers.  In 
the  years  181.0  and  1811,  in  which  the 
rate  of  exchange  was  most  unfavourable 
to  this  country,  it  appeared  from  a  return 
then  made  out,  that  m  the  Medilerraneaa 
and  in  the  Tagus  the  exchange  was  un- 
favourable, but  that  on  every  other  sta- 
tion, the  rate  was  either  at  par,  or  in  our 
favour.  The  committee,  however,  must 
be  aware,  that  the  facility  of  cashing  bills 
must  frequently  depend  on  the  characters 
of  the  individual  officers  who  drew  them. 

Mr.  John  Smith  heard  the  hon.  secre- 
tary with  extreme  surprise,  when  he  stated 
that  the  exchange  h^d,  in  the  years  1810 
and  1811,  been  favourable  to  our  officers. 
The  fact  he  knew  to  be  the  contrary,  and 
that  it  was  a  source  of  great  distress  to 
the  service. 

Mr.  Croker  observed,  that  he  could  not 
naturally  be  expected  to  know  with  accu- 
racy the  rates  of  exchange,  but  the  state- 
ment he  had  just  made  to  the  House  was 
drawn  from  a  paper  prepared  in  the  year 
181 1,  and  which  represented  the  exchange 
as  favourable  in  the  Leeward  islands, 
Madras,  and  Bombay ;  at  par,  in  Malta 
and  Rio  Janeiro;  but  umavourable  at 
Gibraltar,  Halifax,  and  Antigua. 

Mr.  Baring  conceived  the  hon.  secre- 
tary to  have  totally  mistaken  tlie  facts,  for 
unless  officers  were  enabled  to  draw  diffii- 
rently  from  merchants,  he  was  verv  confi- 
dent that  they  must  have  found  the  rate 
of  exchange  considerably  against  them. 
In  India,  mdeed,  the  exchange  did  ^t 
follow  the  depreciation  of  our  currency ,8o 
rapidly  as  in  other  countries,  but  that  de- 
preciation had  generally  produced  an  ef- 
fect on  the  rate  of  exchange  from  15  to 
25  per  cent.  In  consequence  of  the  na- 
ture of  our  paper  cturrency,  the  rate  of 
exchange  depended  wholly  on  tho  circum- 
stance of  peace  or  war ;  so  that  immedi- 
ately on  a  recurrence  to  hostilities,  the 
main  difficulties  would  again  arise.  When 
the  country  has  established  a  certain  pa^ 
for  the  officers  and  seamen  of  our  navy,  it 
was  but  proper  that  they  should  receive 
the  entire  of  it. 
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Mr.  Forbes  oheerved,  thnl  ihe  favour- 
able  rate  ofexchaDge  in  India  nun  nccii- 
sioned  by  certain  financial  measures  of 
the  India  Company,  who  by  a  kind  of 
juggle  uiclM^d  the  public  creditors  out  of 
the  facility  u»unlly  enjoyed  for  transmit- 
ting their  properly.  The  hon.  memlier 
proceeded  to  explain  tliig  point,  but  the 
impotienco  of  the  House  prcTcnted  us 
from  collecting  it  with  accuracy. 

Mr.  ir^nn  remarked,  that  in  the  Ibt^g 
■am  for  contingencies  there  were  1,701/. 
for  niettengcrs,  watchmen,  porters,  and 
firs'lightert  in  the  navy  olfice:  messengers 
appeared  to  him  in  tbe  rank  of  domestic*, 
and  he  complained  that  thev  should  re- 
cdve  salnries  to  tbe  amount  of  340/.  a-year. 
which  exceeded  those  of  the  inferior 
clerks,  who  were  obliged  to  support  the 
sppearance  of  gentlemen.      It  hud  been 


the  opinion  of  a  committee  of  that  House, 
that  XWil.  a-year  would  be  sufficient  for 
the  meMengers. 

Mr.  Jlosf  replied,  that  the  messengers 
did  not  receive  so  high  a  salary  as  the 
bon.  member  imagined. 

Mr.  IVi/nn  remarked,  that  at  the  sum 
was  Bttued  in  the  aggregate,  he  was  unable 
to  ascertain  the  sal.iry  of  each  individuii) : 
but  seeing  that  the  messengers  in  some  of 
tbe  other  otltces  received  salaries  as  high 
as  240/.  a-year,  be  thought  it  probable 
that  those  iu  tbe  navy  oHice  were  not  less 
favoured. 

Mr.  Rose  assured  tbe  hon,  member,  that 


Mr.  Croker  remarked,  that  the  head 
messengers  of  the  admimlly  and  navy  of- 
fice should  not  be  considered  in  tbe  cha- 
racter of  menials,  or  mere  domestics. 
Thev  filled  offices  of  considerable  respon- 
sibility, and  had  important  duties  assigned 

Mr.  Uriiughaia  expressed  Q  wish  to  hear 
some  further  explanation  from  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  admiral ly,  respecting  the 
rate  of  exchonge  during  the  four  or  five 
last  years.  Was  the  House  to  understand 
that  while  tbe  exchange  was  notoriously 
against  this  country— while  it  was  become 
a  Dtfllter  of  historic  record,  and  had  been 
frequently  stated  to  the  House  on  the  bul- 
Iron  question,  (18  an  incontrovertible  posi- 
tion— was  tbe  House  to  understand  ihat.not- 
withstandinglhatdetusion  then  practised  on 
the  House  and  the  public,  there  were  in 
reality  only  one  or  two  points  of  the  com- 
pass in  which  the  exchange  was  really 
unfavourable  /    He  wished  to  lutow  whe- 
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iher  the  secreUry  of  the  edmiraUy  «■*  I 

persist  in  such  an  nssertion,  anJ  wlmte 

would  rest  his  character  for  accnc^  j 

that  statement .'  I 

Mr.  Hammeriteff  thought  it  liis  dulTU 

slate,  that  having  been  in    the    Mtiiilff 

ranean  during  tbe  years    1809  and  ISI* 

he  had  heard  the  officers  conBtantly  tm 

plain  of  the  severity  with  which  the  mi 

vnumble  rate  of  exchange    pressnl  u 

the  01 . 

Mr.  Croker  reaucslcd  the  Homo  le  n\ 
member,  that  he  nad  distinctly  atated.lki 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Tagu>k<k| 
rule  of  exchange  bud  been  unfavounM| 
His  information,  as  lie  before  ftiMl. 
was  drawn  from  a  paper,  prepared  in  ISU 
and  which  he  b«gged  letive  again  to  nm\ 
The  p.tper  stated  generally,  that  ihe  a-\ 
change  was  favourable  in  Jaimies,  lAt 
Leeward  Ulands,  Madras  and  B«grbiy:| 
nearly  at  par,  in  Malta  and  Rio  Juiara:| 
but  unfavourable  in  the  McdilcmuM 
the  Tagus,  Gibraltar,  Halifax  and,  i>- 
tigua. 

Mr,  Yorhe  observed,  tlial  it  tDiX  W 
evident  to  the  committee  that  tbe  fas 
were  only  derived  from  the  paper  his  h« 
friend  had  read,  and  not  from  his  svi  I 
knowledge.  If  the  results  wercnoltw-l 
rect,  the  navy-office  was  reipoo*iNt.  I 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  low  rate  al| 
exchange  nrBsfelt  as  a  great  hardship  in 
the  Mediterranean  at  thk;  period  alludd 
to,  because  there  was  tlu-n  a  fleet  of* 
sail  on  that  station.  In  fact,  il  was  ih  | 
principal  station  for  our  fleet  at  that  pe-  ; 
riod.  At  present,  however,  the  exchui^  ' 
were  favournble,  ami  this  mode  of  re«i»'  . 
ing  their  pay  could  not  now  ainount  toi  i 
grievance  on  officers  of  the  navy.  Whw 
circumstances  shQuli)  again  occur  csIHsj 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  questiw- 
it  would  be  proper  for  the  House  to  coa- 
gider  what  course  to  pursue. 

Mr,  Bating  expressed  his  surprise  « 
tbe  st.itement  which  ho  had  heanJ  of  the 
exdvingc  with  Malta  being  at  par  in  18UI 
He  should  beg  the  hoo.  secretary  to  rtd 
that  part  of  tbe  paper  which  gave  the  et- 
changes  with  Malta.  Tbis  having  beO 
done,  Mr.  Baring  said  be  drew  from  >■ 
the  conclusion,  that  tbe  exchanges  «>tl> 
Malta  made  a  difti;rence  in  tbe  proponiM 
of  54  to  67  to  the  disadvantage  of  tfaeaC- 
ccrs  of  the  navy ;  so  that  there  was  in  fic< 
a  loss  to  them  of  20  per  cent,  on  tbeirp^' 
It  was  quite  evident  that  the  official  per- 
eons  about  the  admiralty  knew  nolhti^f 
oU  of  Uie  nature  of  Ibreiga  exchanges. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  vrlnhed 
to  state  the  principle  on  which  the  dif- 
ference in  the  mode  of  paying  officers  of 
the  navy  was  founded.  Formerly  it  had 
been  the  constant  practice  to  pay  the 
navy  only  at  home.  It  was  only  of  late 
jears  that  the  officers  were  authorized  to 
draw  their  pay  while  on  foreign  stations, 
and  they  did  so  at  their  own  risk  of  loss, 
if  the  exchange  was  unfavourahle,  while 
they  gained  if  it  was  faTourable.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  the  case  of  the  army, 
if  the  exchanges  were  favourable,  the 
public  derived  the  advantage,  and  not  the 
officer.  There  was  no  intention  of  undue 
preference  to  the  army;  but  the  whole 
Lad  merely  arisen  from  the  different  modes 
of  payment  that  had  long  subsisted. 

Air.  Baring  remarked,  that  the  hardship 
arose  from  an  ever-varying  currency.  If 
the  tame  tricks  continued  to  be  played 
ivith  it,  there  could  be  no  security  to  the 
officer  against  the  greatest  injustice. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  as  soon  as  the 
Speaker  took  the  chair,  he  would  move 
for  a  return  of  the  rates  of  exchange  at 
which  officers  drew  bills  on  foreign  ser- 
vice, for  the  last  five  or  six  years,  that 
the  House  might  not  be  compelled  to  take 
the  assertion  of  gentlemen  on  either  side. 

Mr.  LytteUon  bore  testimony  that  the 
rate  of  exchange  had  occasioned  great 
loss  to  the  officers  of  the  navy,  and  had 
been  felt  as  a  hardship  by  them.  He  had 
himself  been  on  stations  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, where  the  loss  was  25  per  cent. 
About  a  year  afler  the  time  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  secretary,  a  motion  had  been 
made  on  the  subject  by  capt.  Bennet,  who 
was  not  now  a  member  of  the  House,  and 
the  same  defence  was  set  up  for  the  prac- 
tice which  was  now  made.  Captain  Ben- 
net  had  been  then  authorized  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  navy  to  say,  that  they  were 
verv  willing  to  give  up  any  advantage 
which  might  arise  from  the  state  of  the 
exchange  at  any  future  time,  and  receive 
their  pay  at  par.  The  antiquity  of  the 
practice  did  not  alleviate  the  grievance. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  said,  he  was  glad  the 
hon.  secretary  intended  to  move  for  the 
papers,  for  if  they  proved  the  correctness 
of  his  statement  as  to  the  difference  of  the 
exchange  at  Malta  and  Gibraltar,  they 
would  indeed  surprise  all  speculators  on 
political  economy. 

Mr.  Barham  said,  that  from  his  con- 
nexion with  the  island  of  Antiguay  he  had 
opportunities  of  knowing  that  the  exchange 
had  been  unfavourable  to  that  island,  to 
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the  amount  of  from  8  to  15  per  cent,  for 
the  last  eight  or  ten  years.  He  acquitted 
the  hon.  secretary  of  anv  intention  to  mis- 
lead the  House ;  but  (le  had  been  sur* 
prised  to  hear  such  a  statement  as  had 
been  made. 

Sir  «/.  Bererford  said,  that  while  in  the 
West-Indies  he  was  in  the  habit  of  having 
his  bills  favourably  received.  He  acknow* 
lodged,  however,  it  was  not  of  late  years. 
He  was  sorry  that  the  question  of  paying 
seamen  while  on  foreign  stations  had  been 
brought  forward,  since  it  tended  to  excite 
dissatisfaction.  He  never  heard  seamen 
express  a  wish  to  be  paid  abroad ;  they 
were  better  satisfied  to  enable  their  wives, 
mothers,  &c.  to  draw  a  part  of  their  pay, 
and  to  have  a  sum  accumulated  for  tiiem 
on  their  return  home.  To  be  paid  abroad 
would  make  them  dissatisfied ;  they  did 
not  call  for  it.  He  deprecated  the  readi- 
ness young  officers  showed,  to  get  up  in 
that  House,  and  make  statements  about 
the  navy,  creating  dissentions,  without 
having  consulted  with  those  of  more  ex- 
perience in  such  subjects. 

Captain  Pell^Wt  as  the  allusion  to  young 
officers,  and  creating  dissentions  were  evi- 
dently levelled  at  him,  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  repel  them.  He  had  nothing  in  view 
but  the  benefit  of  the  service :  so  far  from 
not  having  consulted  with  officers  of  more 
experience  than  himself,  he  had  taken  the 
opmions  of  many,  with  the  exception  of 
the  gallant  admiral.  He  never  heard  any 
naval  officer  who  entertained  a  different 
view  from  himself  on  the  question. 

Sir  J.  Beresford  thought  the  gallant 
captain  had  forgotten  himself.  He  had 
spoken  to  him  on  the  subject,  when  he 
(sir  J.J  asked  him  whom  he  had  consult- 
ed, and  he  answered,  «  Upon  my  honour, 
nobody.''  He  (sir  J.)  then  told  him,  that 
he  was  proposing  to  bring  a  thing  into  the 
House,  which  would  receive  the  censure 
of  it  from  one  end  to  the  other.  -The 
advice  he  had  given  him  was,  that  the 
beat  way  to  benefit  the  service,  would  be 
to  go  quietly  to  the  admiralty,  and  argue 
the  case  with  them  [A  laugh]. 

Captain  Pellew  said,  he  must  totally 
disclaim  many  parts  of  the  conversation 
alluded  to.  It  was  not  the  case  that  he 
had  said  no,  when  asked  if  he  had  taken 
the  opinion  of  other  officers.  He  had  said 
that  he  had  not  applied  to  the  admiralty  ; 
but  as  to  his  having  not  consulted  naval 
officers,  he  had  never  said  any  thing  of 
the  kind. 

Admiral  Marhham  was  surprised  at  the 
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liOn.  admirars  doctrine,  that  a  member  of 
parliament  might  not  bring  forward  any 
motion  he  thought  proper,  without  con- 
sulting a  public  office  upon  it.  He  also 
censured  the  opinion,  that  young  officers 
ought  not  to  bring  these  things  forward  ; 
tiiou;;Ii  he  was  not  inclined  to  enter  us 
warmly  as  the  gallant  captain  had  done 
into  the  .subject  of  pay.  lie  was  not  a 
young  oOicer  himself,  having  been  42 
years  in  the  service ;  but  he  did  consider  the 
remarks  of  yuung  ofiiceis  to  be  sumetimcs 
very  unwise. —  [The  gallant  admiral  was 
proceeding  when  loud  cries  of  order  arose, 
and  appeals  were  made  to  the  chair.] 

Mr.  Stuart  IVutUcij  thought,  that  no 
possible  reason  had  been  assigned  why  the 
navy  should  not  be  paid  at  par  as  well  as 
the  army. 

General  Fergusson  said,  that  liowcver 
much  the  nation  owed  to  the  army,  it 
owed  still  more  to  the  navy.  To  say  that 
the  navy  would  gain  at  times  by  the  state 
of  the  exchange  was  nugatory,  for  the 
only  time  when  the  exchange  was  in  fa- 
vour of  England  was  in  time  of  peace. 

Lord  Casiiercagh  did  not  mean  to  say, 
that  the  officers  of  the  nav^  should  not  be 
put  on  the  same  footing  with  those  of  the 
army.  There  had  been  this  difference, 
however,  between  the  two  branches — that 
the  army,  or  any  part  of  it,  while  on  ser- 
yice  abroad,  had  a  paymaster  of  their  own, 
who  stood  in  the  place  of  government. 
It  would  he  atlcncknl  with  conbidcrable 
embarraisniciit  to  have  a  similar  officer 
with  every  s.f]M:ui;*(>n. 

^Ir.  rii!ni/  said,  t'le  fetatomcnt  which 
had  been  rt-ad  by  the  hon.  secretary  was 
such  as  no  uieiiibcr  would  liavo  ventured 
to  make,  excepting  tliiit  hon.  j;enlleiuan 
— it  was  so  fljgraiitiy  in  contradiction  to 
all  the  facts  which  had  been  mentioned 
in  the  discussions  of  late  years.  Tiic  ex- 
change  had  of  late  been  J ,  2,  or  3  per 
cent,  in  favour  of  this  country,  but  it  had 
been  at  other  times  *J'5  per  cent,  against  it. 
The  qujsiion  was  then  put  on  the  ori- 
ginal rcsciliition,  for  the  sum  of  lihfiiWL 
1  'ii.  iyJ,  for  iloiVaying  the  s.ilaries  and  con- 
tingencies of  the  navy  [)ay  ofllice,  for  ISIG. 
Mr.  Mat  till  hoped  the  committee  would 
abstain  from  voting  tlio  whole  of  this  sum, 
till  the  papers  specifyini:  the  contingencies 
were  laid  before  the  lIou^ie.  lie  should 
tlierefore  move  as  an  amendment,  tliat  the 
f^rant  be  7000/.  less  than  the  ^um  stated, 
h'iing  the  amount  of  the  contingencies. 
On  this  the  committee  divided,  when  there 
were. 


For  the  Amendmcut    57 

Against  it    153 

Majority — ^ 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion,  that  4*9,195/.  3ff.  4^.^ 
granted  for  the  expenses  of  the  victiuDai 
oil  ice, 

yiT,  Bariutr  objected  to  the  clurgct 
-iOO/.  annually  for  the  registrar  of  ^ 
securities.  He  thought  that  duty  iii|^ 
be  discharged  by  the  solicitor,  as  at  ik 
admiralty,  or  by  one  of  tl>e  clerks,  m 
the  navy  board. 

Mr.  Itose  explained  the  nature  of  tit 
office  of  registrar,  who  was  appoiottdti 
inquire  into  the  validity  of  the  securiUf 
given  by  persons  to  the  victualling  bout 
The  duties  there  were  much  more  exttt 
sive  than  in  any  other  of  the  public  de- 
partments ;  and  he  could  venture  to  » 
sert,  that  the  registrar  would  not  have  t( 
investigate  less  than  from  ^i-  to  5Q0  kcU" 
rities  annually. 

Mr.  Baring  would  venture  to  assert, « 
the  other  hand,  that  instead  of  400,  k 
would  not  have  to  investigate  niore  tbn 
40  new  securities  each  year. 

Mr.  Croker  impressed  upon  the  cot 
tnittee  the  necessity  of  this  office  in  a  d^ 
partment  like '  the  victualling  office,  k 
which  every  purser  of  a  ship  pire  twe 
securities.        ^ 

Sir  i/.  Ncujport  hoped,  if  the  appoist* 
ment  were  confirmed,  that  it  wou\d  !« 
eflcctual  for  its  ohjci.:t,  and  that  no  cxm< 
like  that  of  the  receiver  general  woul. 
occur  in  future,  lie  beggud  to  kno' 
wlu  tiler,  in  tiie  contracts  recently  n;2-i 
with  tiie  public  hoards,  the  clause  r.- 
fjuired  by  act  of  parliament,  that  the  fk:' 
son  takin/^  them  should  not  be  a  mecibti 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  had  been  b- 
serteil  I  A  short  time  since  several  met- 
hers  had  escaped  the  penalty,  on  a  dir 
covery  in  chancervj  in  consequence  of  lis 
lucky  omission  of  that  condition. 

I\lr.  Crukcr  hoped  with  the  right /j or.  > 
baronet,  that  the  securities  wure  taker 
hotter  care  of  than  they  liad  been  in  tbf 
iijstiince  to  which  he  had  referred.  Wi:!^ 
resp'.'ct  to  the  contracts,  he  did  not  kno? 
wlieiher  they  had  contained  the  clause  es- 
joincd  by  the  act  or  not,  as  this  did  not 
conij  within  his  department.  He  wouU  ' 
endeavour  to  inform  himself  on  the  sub* 
jcci,  and  let  the  right  hon.  baronet  knov 
the  rcjiult  of  his  inquiry. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to.  On 
the  resolution,  that  33,061/.  Is.  be  granted 
for  Woolwich  yard, 
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Mr.  Tiemey  referred  to  the  objections 
lie  had  made  on  a  former  night  to  the 
continuance  of  the  office  of  the  commis* 
sioner  at  Woolwich  in  time  of  peace,  at 
an  expense  of  not  less  than  3,000/.  an- 
Btiallj. 

Sir  G.  fVarrender  thought  that  the  right 
hoB.  gentleman  had  overstated  the  ex- 
pense of  the  commissioner  at  Woolwich, 
and  had  forgotten  the  period  at  which  he 
was  appointed :  it  took  place  in  July  1806, 
when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  him- 
self in  office  with  his  friends ;  and  if  the 
duties  he  had  then  to  perform  required 
the  nomination  of  this  commissioner,  his 
assistance  was  doubly  necessary  at  this 
moment,  when  our  shipping  were  under- 
going repair.  In  fact,  his  presence  at  the 
yards  of  Deptford  and  Woolwich  was  more 
necessary  during  peace  than  during  war : 
he  had  not  less  than  2600  workmen  to 
superintend,  besides  the  care  of  most  va- 
luable stores  for  the  navy.  He  had  good 
reason  to  think  that  the  administration  of 
1806  did  not  intend  the  situation  of  this 
commissioner  to  be  merely  temporary,  as 
a  roiiMte  was  found  in  the  office,  for  build- 
ing a  house  for  his  permanent  accommo- 
dation. He  conceived,  therefore,  that  he 
had  the  authority  of  the  government  of 
1806  for  the  continuance  of  this  appoint- 
ment even  in  time  of  peace. 

Admiral  Markham  believed  that  the 
lion,  baronet  was  mistaken  re{;arding  the 
supposed  minute,  as  he  had  always  under- 
stood that  the  commissionership  was  only 
to  last  during  war.  Since  the  creation  of 
that  office,  another  commissioner  and  a 
surveyor  had  been  added  to  those  at  So- 
merset-house, who  could  discharge  all  the 
functions  of  the  commissioner  at  Wool- 
wich. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
resolution,  that  57,462/.  185. 7e/.  be  granted 
for  the  foreign  yards, 

Mr.  IVynn  made  a  remark  upon  the  an- 
nually increasing  charge  upon  the  public 
on  this  head. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  there  was  not  a  sin- 
gle foreign  yard  in  which  there  was  npt 
an  increase  this  year  over  the  last.  There 
was  one  office  which  was  perfectly  use- 
less—he meant  the  surveyor-general  of 
the  woods  in  Nova  Scotia.  As  for  the  sur- 
veyor in  Canada,  he  was  a  very  intelligent 
person,  and  had  recently  published  an  ex- 
tremely interesting  work,  which  was  well 
worthy  of  perusal.  But  with  respect  to 
the  surveyor  at  Nova  Scotia,  Mr.  Baring 
said,  he  had  been  through  all  the  pro- 
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vjnces,  and  was  [Perfectly  convinced  that 
the  appointment  was  altogether  unneces- 
sary. The  admiralty  might  just  as  well 
have  a  permanent  officer  of  this  sort  in 
every  other  part  of  Europe. 

Sir  G.  IVarrender  said,  that  this  officer, 
in  point  of  fact,  did  reside  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  was  employed  in  selecting  timber  for 
the  navy.  There  certainly  was  some  ad- 
dition to  last  year  in  the  foreign  yards, 
and  particularly  in  Bermuda;  but  the 
whole  of  the  persons  were  advantageously 
engaged. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion,  that  the  sum  of  132,960/. 
Is.  6d.  be  granted  for  victuals  to  tiie  offi- 
cers and  ship -keepers  in  ordinary,  as  also 
to  officers  and  men  borne  on  the  hulks 
and  small  vessels,  for  the  year  1£16,  at 
1«.  M.  per  diem  each, 

Mr.  Baring  called  the  attention  of  the 
committee  particularly  to  this  item,  on 
whicli  a  decrease  of  40,000/.  rather  than 
an  increase  to  tliat  amount,  might  have 
been  expected.  This  grant  was  for  vic- 
tualling the  officers  and  men  who  had  the 
charge  of  the  ships  laid  up  in  ordinary. 
The  men  thus  employed,  were  maintained 
in  1813,  18M<,  and  1815,  at  an  expense  of 
one  shilling  per  diem.  When  things  had 
become  so  much  cheaper,  why  was  the 
country  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  at  the 
rate  of  1*.  6r/.  per  man.  The  charge  was 
now  132,960/.  Is.  6d.  It  ought  to  have 
been  not  more  than  90,050/.  Why  was 
the  country  to  pay  the  diffisrence  between 
a  shilling  and  eightcen-pence  over  what  it 
had  paid  in  the  last  tliree  years.  He 
knew  it  might  easily  be  said,  that  the  esti- 
mates of  those  years  had  fallen  short,  but 
if  this  argument  were  made  use  of,  what 
should  they  think  of  those  who  had  framed 
those  estimates,  and  not  sooner  discovered 
their  inaccuracy?  In  the  same  manner, 
the  allowance  for  the  men  in  the  service 
of  the  customs  had  been  raised  by  an 
order  dated  August  15th,  1815,  from  one 
shilling  and  five  pence  to  one  and  ten 
pence.  This  increased  sum  had  been  paid 
Uo  the  contractor  for  these  men  who  was 
1%lso  their  commander.  He  thought  the 
contractor  and  the  commander  ought 
never  to  be  the  same  person,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  not  give  its  sanc- 
tion to  such  an  arrangement,  as  it  gave 
the  commander  an  interest  in  the  absence 
of  his  men,  and  tended  to  make  him  only 
studious  how  to  get  them  to  take  leave  of 
absence. 

Mr.  Croker  said;  the  present  was  one  of 
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Kcntlimicri  opposiiu,  and  like  thoso  nliich 
bad  been  ulrcady  brought  hrlorc  the 
House,  would  eoon  be  answered.  He 
bogged  it  to  be  understood,  be  was  con- 
tent to  admit  the  pajiers  which  the  hon. 
genlleniaD  had  referred  to,  respecting  the 
aum  p*id  per  man  in  )81»  and  in  1»<H. 
WI)at4!TGr  the  grant  might  be  which  bad 
been  voted,  whether  it  wai  nt  Ihe  rale  of 
It.  9(/.  ur  1/.  lOd.  per  diem,  it  made  no 
diiference  to  bis  argument ;  bis  answer  to 
it  wM  this,  that  the  real  expense  had  been 
BTroter,  that  tlie  estimates  had  been  short. 

For  n  number  of  yean  it  vat  aiceriaitied    ,     .  „ 

that  they  bad  been  so,   and  the  admiralty    allowance  fur  ibal  aervice,  and  accordiaih 
had  thought  it  Iboir  duly,  on  the  present  !  the  remuneration  granted  for  v'u 
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'hen  the  naval  estimates  of  that  year 
brought  forward,  an  increase 
vras  proposed.  The  allowance  was  dnubiwi, 
being  raised  from  eight-pence  to  oae  hUi 
ling  and  four-pence  halfpenny  per  mu: 
the  latter  sum  was  given  for  tliu  lea-goin; 
men,  and  one  shilling  for  the  harbuur^iuh 
men.  In  lti06,  it  was  found  that  tbcv- 
rangcment  made  in  1798  was  inadeqtuu. 
It  was  then  proved  that  one  and  four-pnct ' 
baifpcnny  aid  not  cover  the  exptox  i  \ 
victualling  the  seamen  ;  and  the  ministera  I 
that  day  came  down  to  parliament  at  | 
proposed  a  further  augmeiitatiao  of  ibt  < 


occasion,  to  put  them  right,  e 


before  Ihe  House  the  sums  which  the 
vice  under  considL-ralion  actually  reij^i 


o  bring  I  the  navy  was  c 


that  occasion  odvinoed 
and  three •lialfpence  pti 


held  this  language  in  defence  of  their  pre- 
sent estimates,  what  would  tbey  say  for 
those  of  ISU  and  IS151  He  would  loll  |  year  there 
llie  hon.  gentleman  that  the  error  did  not 
originate  in  those  years,  but  iu  the  year 
ISOti.  It  was  tbi'  arrungenient  tlien  made 
which  had  led  the  present  naval  adminii- 
iration  of  tlie  country  into  the  mistake 
complained  of.  What  had  caused  the 
government  of  that  period  to  which  he 
had  referred  to  fall  into  it,  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  do  well  to  inquire  ot  his 
right  bon.  friends  near  him ;  but  out  of 
their  error,  [bat  which  hud  now  been  so 
gravely  brought  forward  hud  certainly 
grown.  In  the  year  1736,  the  sum  paid 
for  victualling  the  harbour  duly  men  was 
at  the  rale  of  sixpence  per  man,  and 
eigfatpence  per  day  for  each  "  sea-going" 
man,  who,  it  was  assumed,  re<iuired  a 
greater  provision  to  be  made  for  him  than 
was  necessary  fur  those  who  remained  in 
harbour.  In  ilm  same  year  eight-pence 
farthing  was  allowed  per  man  for  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  service.  From  17%  to 
1793,  a  period  of  O'J  years,  no  addition 
was  made  to  the  allowance  for  victualling 
the  navy.  In  all  that  period  on  the  naval 
estiaiates,  there  appeared 
the  expense  of  their  niaintetianci 
taken  pkce,  thou^^h  the  House  was 
a  considerable  dill'crcnce  muH  have 
out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  timi 
1798  Mr.  I'itt  found  the  sums  gi 


But  Ihe  hon.  gentleman  had  anticipated  '  those  with  whom  it  originated  futgotta 
this  ansH-cr :  he  had  said  that  this  might  i  increase  the  victualling  money  of  ibi 
be  urged  by  the  admiralty,  hut  if  they    barbour-men.     The  sum   voted  for  ihM 

L.i.i  .k;_  I :_  j_i- ..r.i,_: I  „,,,  |j,g  game  OS  it   had   previously  bm 

since  the  year  17!)8.     At    Kxcd  in  M 

here  was  a  fair  propurtion  bctma 

the  sum  allotted  for  them  and  that  gnnM 

for  Uie  sea-going  men.      It  was  ahsurdu 

vote  for  them  the  same  sum  as  bad  bra 

provided  in  1798,  whde  so  large  to  ia- 

crease  had  been  made    in  farour  of  ihc 

sea-going  men   in    1806  ;     but  liut,   be 

doubled  not,   bad  been   merely  >a  ovet- 

sight.       An    addition,    tIit;refore,   to   iht 

vote  for  victualling  them,  became  ibso- 

lutely  necessary.     He  accounted  for  iJu 

mistake    committed   by    t(ie   admiralty  a 

1806,  not  haing  been  found  out  by  tbem- 

eelves,  in  this  way;  while  the  warcoon- 

nued,  the  small  loss  sustained  from  ib 

victualling  of  3,000  men  out  of  ISJ.OOO, 

made  it  difficult  of  detection  at  that  time, 

when  they  had  go  few  ships  laid  up  in  or- 

dinary.     It  was  diiferent   now,   wheo  tlx 

shi|>slaid  up  in  ordinary  were  so  man}. 

and  when  the  number  of  sea-^oing  atv 

were  iri  proportion  so  greatly  dimiaisiied. 

In  consequence  of  this  change,  the  deb- 

ciency  in  the  vote  for  tlie  harbour  dutj 

men,  had  once  struck  the  officer  whose 

;  duty  it  was  to  look  into  the  subject,  aod 

dilTerencc  in    the  board  of  admiralty  had    thought  ii 

.enance    had    right  that  the  Hou^e  should  kaow  of  the 

ire    mistake.      With    riiis    feeling    they  h»i 

en    directed  new  estimates  to  be  made,  the 

In    the  merits  of  the  case  might  come  ftiAj 

ted  for    before  the  House.     In  acting  ihu«,  tbtj 


the  victunlling 

and  determined  to  correct  it.     Accord- 

i;>gly  [u  thooc  geatlBmcn  who  were  ii 


Im. 

IbtW. 
I  trusted  he  bod  satisfactocily  sliown  nben 
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the  mistake  had  arisen.  He  had  proved 
the  error  to  be  of  long  standing  as  he  took 
its  date  from  1806,  and  he  thought  that 
the  committee  would  agree  with  him 
that  the  admiralty  was  bound  to  correct 
it  when  it  was  discovered,  and  that  they 
should  not  be  blamed  now  for  doing  that 
which  it  could  be  wished  had  been  done 
ten  years  ago. 

IVlr.  Fremantle  thought  the  expUination 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  satisfactoiy,  but  he 
was  of  opinion  he  might  have  offered  it 
with  a  better  grace  a  few  evenings  ago. 
He  thought  it  would  have  been  desirable 
to  avoid  appearing  to  reserve  it  for  a  coup 
de  main,  to  bring  it  forward  with  that  air 
of  triumph  whicn  he  had  lately  so  much 
accustomed  himself  to  assume. 

Mr.  Croker  begged  to  observe,  in  answer 
to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentle- 
Bian  who  had  just  sat  down,  and  he  spoke 
in  the  perfect  recollection  of  the  House, 
that  on  the  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leav- 
ing the  chair,  he  had  endeavoured  to  ad- 
dress the  House  on  this  subject,  but 
in  vain.  All  he  had  been  able  to  gain 
permission  to  say  was  this,  that  in  the 
committee  he  would  give  all  the  informa- 
tion in  his  power,  and  he  had  told  the  hon. 
gentleman  be  had  a  satisfactory  answer 
for  him,  which  he  would  give  on  the  first 
opportunity. 

Mr.  Fremantle  observed,  that  there 
were  others  who  could  have  given  the  ex- 
planation, even  though  the  hon.  secretary 
was  precluded  from  speaking  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  he  was  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  the  explanation  of  the  hon.  secre- 
tary was  a  satisfactory  one ;  but  still  he 
thought  the  manner  in  which  the  matter 
was  managed  was  a  slovenly  one.  He 
asked  a  question  respecting  the  mode 
of  our  making  the  government  contracts. 

Mr.  CVoXrersaid,  that  no  contracts  were 
made  other  than  openly,  and  by  public 
advertisement.  They  were  made  but  for 
one  year,  and  usually  concluded  at  the  fall 
of  the  year.  In  1814,  the  contract  made  at 
Milfurd  Haven  was  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
pence  per  man,  that  of  the  present  year 
at  the  rate  of  fifteen  pence  halfpenny,  and 
in  both  instances  there  had  been  an  open 
competition.  The  contracts  for  the  har- 
bour duty  men  had  been  made  for  the 
month  of  twenty-eight  days.  Tliey  had 
been  concluded  on  the  following  terms  in 
the  years  specified :  in  1808  at  1«.  6d. 
and  a  fraction :  in  1809  at  Ix.  8^/.  and  a 
fraction  :    in  1810  at  Is*  Ud*  and  a  frac- 


tion: in  1811  at  \s.  Sd.  and  a  fraction : 
in  1812  at  U.  \0d.:  in  1813  at  Is.  lld.i 
in  1814  at  near  2s.  i  and  for  the  present 
year  had  been  concluded  at  Is.  8r/.,  and  it 
was  probable  that  the  diminution  of  ex- 
pense would  in  the  next  year,  be  still 
greater.  He  trusted  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  had  thought  it  necessary  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  **  great 
sums''  would  find  in  the  statement  he  had 
made,  that  these  had  not  been  neglected. 
Had  not  the  subject  been  closely  looked 
into,  the  error  of  ten  years  would  not  have 
been  detected. 

Sir  Joseph  York  said,  the  expense  of 
victualling  the  harbourraen  was  not  io 
much  reduced  as  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
supposed.  Though  the  provisions  them- 
selves were  cheaper,  the  casks  and  other 
manufactured  articles  in  which  they  were 
conveyed  (which  created  a  considerable 
charge)  were  not  reduced  in  price. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  resolution  was  for  the  sum  of 
1,019,755/.  for  half  pay,  8uperannuatioii8» 
pensions,  and  allowances  granted  to  of- 
ficers in  the  military  line  of  the  naval  ser- 
vice, their  widows  and  relatives. 

Admiral  Markham  observed,  that  the 
army  were  enabled  to  hold  situations  for 
which  the  navy  were  not  competent.  In 
this  point  of  view,  he  looked  upon  the 
navy  as  a  very  oppressed  service. 

Mr.  Croitfr'said,  the  army  half-pay  oath 
was  nearly  the  same  as  that  taken  by  the 
navy ;  but,  by  the  appropriation  act,  the 
navy  officer  swears  that  he  has  no  office, 
while  the  army  officer  swears  that  he  has 
no  office  except  a  staff  appointment.  An 
officer  on  half-pay  of  the  army  was  quasi 
out  of  the  army,  and  must  afterwards  pur- 
chase, or  by  some  other  means  get  his 
rank :  he  shuts  the  door  on  himself,  and 
leaves  that  service  altogether.  In  the 
navy,  however,  the  half-pay  was  only  a 
kind  of  retaining  fee,  it  was  not  a  retire- 
ment ;  and  the  officer  was  called  upon  to 
sen'e  his  country  whenever  he  was  wanted. 
This  had  a  very  different  operation,  and, 
consequently,  the  hdf-pay  in  the  army 
and  navy  were  alike  only  m  name. 

Captain  Pellew  admitted  that  much  had 
been  done,  but  it  did  not  follow  from 
thence  that  government  ought  not  to  go 
further.  As  to  the  army  not  having  the 
advantage  of  prize  money,  a  new  regula- 
tion had  been  adopted,  on  that  subject  far 
from  being  satisfactory  to  the  navy.  In 
the  business  at  Genoa,  the  army  officer 
commanding  received  7000{.>^  while  the 
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conmuuidiog  naval  officer,  who  waa  senior 
to  the  general,  received  only  4000/. 

Mr.  Tieniet^  observed,  that  gentlemen 
not  in  office  hod  not  the  same  advantages 
on  going  into  details  as  gentlemen  in  of- 
fice;   but    it  did  not  therci'orc    follow 
that  they  sliould  sit    down    silent:    he  , 
showed  that  a  great  difference  existed  be-  ' 
tween  the  widows'  ^K^nsions  of  officers  in 
the  army  and  those  of  officers  in  the  navy;  i 
and  saicf,  that  the  only  remedy  was,  to  put  \ 
the  two  services  on  an  equal  looting.    He 
did  not  wish  to  excite  discontent,  and  ho 
would  not  therefore  concur  in  saying  tliat 
the  navy  was  oppressed,  but  he  would  say  i 
it  was  not  equally  favoured  with  the  army. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  this  should  he  the 
case,  and  he  did  press  it  on  the  House, 
that  the  only  mode  to  remove  every  lurk- 
ing discontent  was  to  assimilate  the  two 
services. 

Lord  Palmenton  contended,  that  the 
navy  were  on  an  equal  footing  witli  tlie 
army,  on  the  score  of  half-pay  and  widows 
peosioos.  An  officer  in  the  navy  could 
rise  to  a  high  rauic,  and  derive  from  it  a 
permanent  half- pay,  at  a  much  earlier  pe- 
riod in  life  than  an  officer  in  the  army ; 
and  as  to  the  widows  pensions,  the  widow 
of  the  army  officer,  lost  the  interest  of  all 
the  sums  that  had  been  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  commissions.  He  adduced 
the  instance  of  a  gallant  officer,  a  member 
of  that  House  (captain  Pellew),  who  hnd 
attained  tlie  rank  of  post- captain  at  a 
younger  age  by  several  years  tluiti  he 
could  imve,  according  to  regulations,  at- 
tainf:;.!  tin.'  corrcojiondin^  rank  in  the  army, 
."although  ha  })i]ri;!ia>t;J  cvcrv  stup. 

INIr.  Forbtj.i  r bought  the  (iilibrence  was 
r.c:«Mn5t  the  a:iyyy  tspcciaily  in  tlie  item  of 
ri:»if-pay. 

Sir  Joseph  V;^-.!-  sho.ved  tliat  tijc  Iialf- 
]  -\\  of  thy  navy  amoiiiitod  a!m^)bt  to  full 


Sir  (r,  V/arrrndcr  hejijgod  to  repeat  tlic 
."( ffervation  ho  had  made  on  this  subject 
«  :  .i  foi'  ucr  eveaiui^,  and  dcprtjcafcd  the 
rt«-bimiiation  of  tlio  army  half-pny  to  that 
rj  ilie  navy,  whicli  it  resei.ihlod  in  notiu'ng 
hilt  the  Dumo.  This  vvas  upwis;*  in  the 
advocates  for  tiic  navy,  and  would  only 
create  discontent  without  producinjj  any 
^ood  eflbcts.  In  the  navy,  half-pay  was 
aiiowed  according  to  rank;  imt  in  the 
ai:ny,  a  colonel  by  brevet,  mi^Iit  rLceivc 
a  captain's  half-pay.  Then  ilio  villas  in 
<  VLty  part  of  the  country  attested  v.hat 
toTLunes  v.cru  made  in  the  navy,  while  no  ' 
such  ciijcta  vrcre  seen  iroiu  service  in  the  I 
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Itfmy.  As  to  the  expression  which  u 
hon.  member  had  used,  that  the  dsvt 
were  oppressed,  he  would  only  say  that 
lord  jVleiviile,  last  year,  promoted  \,\% 
midshipmen,  without  friends,  to  ttie  rank 
of  lieutenants. 

Mr. «/.  i\  Grant  made  inquiry  concers- 
ing  the  deductions  of  2^  and  1\  perceai 
from  navy  pensions. 

Sir  (j.  IVanender  said,  that  the  nstlsr 
would  be  immediately  taken  into  coDsid^ 
ration. 

Mr.  CroJcer  stated,  that  a  case  on  the 
subject  was  now  before  the  law  officen  « 
the  Crown ;  it  was  very  lately  discofen^ 
tliat  these  deductions  were  made  from  mtj 
pensions,  and  not  irom  the  army:  theopt- 
nion  of  the  law  officers  would  attach  tbea 
to  both  or  neither. 

Admiral  Markham  explained  si  to  tAe 
expression  of  the  navy  being  oppftned. 
If  grievances  existed,  the  navy  wM  op* 
pressed. 

Captain  Pelleto  intimated  his  intentioi 
of  bringing  the  subject  of  those  grieYaocs 
before  the  House,  if  something  were  Mi 
done  by  the  admiralty. 

Sir  J.  Yorke  stated,  that  the  adminlij 
had  been  employed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Forbes  complained  of  the  difficoltj 
which  many  officers  of  the  first  nnk  hsd 
in  gaining  access  to  the  lords  of  rbe  aii- 
miralty  and  to  the  secretaries.  He  had 
received  many  anonymous  letters  on  tbe 
subject,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  tlie 
admiralty  actually  carried  on  a  complete 
system  of  terror.  It  was  within  liis  knoT- 
lodge  that  many  officers  had  attended  _: 
the  admiralty  to  return  their  thanks  tW 
the  promotion  they  had  obtained,  aniitli. 
answer  tliey  received  was,  that  their  lorJ- 
ships  could  not  give  them  an  audience. 

Mr.  Cro/crr  said,  that  with  regard  to 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  he  could  no: 
of  course  give  any  ansvver  on  the  point; 
but  as  to  himself,  and  tlic  two  genllemen 
serving  as  secretaries  to  the  admira/ty,  be  \ 
could  j;ive  a  decided,  and,  he  hoped,  a 
satisfactory  answer.  At  the  horse-guards, 
he  believed,  there  was  but  one  day  in  the 
week  allotted  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
officers  ;  but  at  the  atlmiralty,  on  the  con- 
trary, officers  were  seen  by  himself  an  J 
the  other  secretaries  every  day  in  tbe 
week.  lie  was  ready  to  admit  that  thers 
were  one  or  two  exceptions,  when  he 
(Mr.  C.)  was  attending  the  board;  arJ 
sometimes  when  officers  sent  up  their 
names  with  a  letter,  tlie  letter  was  an- 
swered without  seeing  the  oHiccr.    A  cat* 
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like  this  might  occur ;  .but  otherwise  every 
day  in  the  week  officers  were  admitted. 

Mr.  Blackford  was  glad  that  the  House 
was  at  last  informed  of  the  authority  on 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  rested  his  as- 
sertions. It  was  at  least  fortunate  that 
the  House  could  now  have  the  best  proof 
of  the  groundlessness  of  the  charge,  which 
he  advanced  confessedly  upon  the  autho- 
rity of^  anonymous  letters.  He  defied  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  produce  a  single 
instance  in  which  a  navai  officer  had  been 
refused  admission  to  a  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty. 

Mr.  Forbes  accused  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  cft'  intentional  mis- 
representation. 

Lord  Binning  called  to  order :  and 
after  a  mutual  explanation, 

Mr.  Rose  animadverted  with  great  se- 
verity upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Forbes, 
10  coming  forward  with  stories  of  griev- 
ances which  never  exuted,  and  which 
were  now  discovered  to  be  the  fabrications 
of  malignant  men.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
ffentleman  would  be  more  cautious  for  the 
future,  and  wished  to  put  him  on  his 
guard  against  making  such  statements  on 
Ihe  information  of  anonymous  letters.  In 
a  short  time,  he  was  afraid  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  be  a  general  grievance- 
nonger  to  all  the  naval  officers. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to.  The 
other  Resolutions  were  then  put  and  car- 
ried without  any  opposition,  and  at  half 
post  two  the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday^  April  ^.  * 

EcosoMY  —  Military  Establish- 
ments— Profbrty  Tax.]  The  Duke 
of  Sussex  presented  a  petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ward  of  Cripplegate 
without,  in  the  city  of  London,  praying 
for  economy  and  retreuclunent  in  all  de- 
partments of  the  state,  and  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  large  military  establishment. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  he  had  in  his 
hand  two  petitions  to  be  presented  to  their 
lordships.  The  one  was  from  the  free- 
holders of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  as- 
sembled in  the  regular  way,  praying  for 
every  possible  degree  of  retrenchment  and 
economy  in  the  public  establishments,  and 
objecting  in  the  most  forcible  terms  to  the 
large  military  establishment  which  it  was 
proposed  to  Keep  up  in  time  of  peace.  It 
was  agreed  to  at  a  very  numerous  and 
respectable  meeting,  and  with  only  two 


dissenting  voices :  the  persons  dissenting 
being  very  respectable  individuals  cer- 
tainly ;  but  one  of  them,  while  he  objected 
to  that  part  of  the  petition  which  related 
to  the  income  tax,  now  happily  gone  by, 
at  Uie  same  time  expressed  his  distinct 
concurrence  in  that  part  of  it  which  re- 
lated to  tlie  military  establishments.  The 
petitioners,  in  the  strongest  language,  re- 
probated the  system  of  keeping  up  a  large 
military  establishment  in  time  of  peace, 
which  they  considered  as  a  most  unne- 
cessary burthen,  and  dangerous  to  the 
country ;  so  that  while  they  objected  to 
the  income  tax,  they  also  decidedly  dis- 
approved of  that  scheme  of  policy  upoo 
which  the  argument  for  so  great  a  piMifc 
expenditure  was  founded.  One  argumeBC 
used  against  those  who  contended  thai  a 
large  military  establishment  was  not  dan- 
gerous to  the  country  was,  that  the  more 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  die 
mass  of  the  community  would  prevent  any 
fatal  consequences  from  such  establish- 
ments. He  hoped,  however,  that  minia- 
ters  would  attend  to  the  opinions  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlesex 
on  that  point— a  county  where  light  and 
knowledge  was  perhaps  more  generally  dif- 
fused than  in  any  other.  The  petitioners 
said,  that  they  had  learned  with  horror 
and  indignation,  that  it  was  tlie  intention 
of  ministers  to  keep  up  an  immense  mUK- 
tary  establishment  m  time  of  peace :  that 
tliey  could  not  conceive  on  what  ground 
such  a  policy  could  rest,  unless  it  were, 
that  though  at  peace  with  the  king,  we 
were  still  at  war  with  the  people,  of  France  t 
they  said,  that  if  that  sort  of  policy  wan 
persisted  in,  it  would  be  the  means  of  re- 
ducitag  this  country  to  the  same  state  of 
slavery  as  France  and  Spain ;  and  that 
they  did  not  see  any  reason  for  employing 
our  troops  to  support  any  despotism,  be- 
cause they  could  not  perceive  that  the 
slavery  of  any  other  country  was  necea« 
sary  for  the  freedom  of  our  own.  The 
petition  was  signed  by  twelve  persons  only ; 
and  though  it  could  regularly  be  received 
only  as  tlie  petitions  of  the  twelve  persons 
who  signed  it,  yet  as  it  had  been  almost 
unanimously  agreed  to  at  so  numerous 
and  respectable  a  meeting,  it  ought  to  be 
considered,  as  it  was  in  tact,  the  petition 
of  the  whole  county  of  Middlesex.^-Tbe 
other  petition  was  from  the  lande4  tod 
commercial  interests  of  that  large  and  fan-* 
portant  county,  the  county  of  NorfUk ;  it 
was  ag leed  to  at  a  meetinsof  Aat  eounty 
asaembled  at  Norwich.    The  couaty  was 
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moit  important  on  account  of  its  agricul- 
ture] intelligence,  and  tlie  city  was  impor- 
tant on  account  of  its  great  manufac- 
turing establishments :  but,  notwithstand- 
ing the  differences  which  sometimes  took 
place  between  the  separate  interests  in 
that  county,  they  almost  all  concurred  in 
Uiis  petition.  The  agricultural  interest, 
and  those  who  had  been  most  active  in 
their  opposition  to  the  corn  bill,  were 
agreed  upon  the  subject  of  this  petition. 
"Die  meeting  was  very  numerous  and  re- 
spectable, and  the  petition  was  adopted 
with  only  two  or  three  dissenting  voices. 
There  were  three  points  in  which  all  these 
petitions  concurred :  firrt,  the  general  dis- 
tress of  the  country :  second,  the  impo- 
Iicy»  and,  in  every  view,  most  objectional 
nature  of  a  large  military  establishment  in 
this  period  of  peace :  third,  the  necessity 
for  every  possible  degree  of  retrenchment 
and  economy.  This  petition  was  agreed 
to  subsequently  to  the  vote  which  put  an 
end  to  the  income  tax.  That  triumph, 
for  such  it  was,  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, and  the  manner  m  which  it  was  ob- 
tamed — for  it  was  obtained  solely  by  the 
sealous  exercise  of  the  right  of  petitioning 
•^were  circumstances  which  must  aftbrd 
great  consolation  to  those  who  felt  most 
deeply  for  the  distresses  of  the  country. 
The  immediate  relief  which  that  triumph 
would  give  was  undoubtedly  great :  but  it 
was  also  highly  grutifying  on  this  account 
-»that  it  would  compel  ministers  to  pay 
more  attention  to  economy  and  rctronch- 


well  be  made :  and  ministers,  after  drag- 
ging their  supporters  through  the  mire, 
l)y  procuring  their  votes  for  a  certain  ex- 
tent of  force,  on  the  ground  that  it  vs 
absolutely  necessary,  wouki,  when  ther 
understood  the  sense  of  the  country,  sgais 
call  upon  them  to  vote  that  so  large  a  fores 
was  not  necessary.  True,  they  would  or, 
we  maintained  that  this  was  absolutely se- 
ccssary,  and  called  upon  you  to  vote  for 
us  on  that  ground;  but  we  now  fmdtltf 
it  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  safety  tf 
our  places  and  our  power,  tliat  you  sbonk 
now  vote  the  contrary.  The  people, 
therefore,  ought  to  persist  in  expresss. 
their  sentiments  in  the  strongest  and  mw 
earnest  terms ;  and  if  tliey  did  so,  tbn 
would  soon  sec  that  the  ministers  woold 
discover  that  so  large  a  military  estaUsb- 
ment  in  time  of  peace  was  not  at  al/  re- 
quired. All  ideas  of  the  necessity  o(  soch 
a  force  would  suddenly  vanish  from  dieh 
imaginations,  and  the  estimates  would  be 
reduced.  Even  at  the  moment  when  ix 
was  speaking,  a  reduction  in  these  abso' 
lutely  necessary  estimates  had  been  ef- 
fected. The  voice  of  the  people  had  I^ 
duced  tlicm  already  to  the  amount,  in  (w 
instance,  of  200,000/.»  and  in  another,  a 
250,000/.  This  perhaps  might  be  tboogiit 
little,  but  a  great  deal  more  roigfat  ret  be 
done.  It  might  be  said,  that  even  i  thej 
were  to  reduce  as  much  as  they  could,  it 
was  impossible  to  make  the  revenue  meet 
the  expenditure,  and  that  the  peo])lc  vc:: 
only  thittercd  with  false  hopes  ot'  rtii: . 


ment,  and  give  a  clieck  to  that  appetite  '  He  knew  that  the  revenue  could  not  v. 
for  war  which  was  the  real  cause  of  the  j  present  meet  the  expenditure ;  but  vr!:i. 
present  distresses  of  the  nation.  That  ,  lie  contended  lor  was  this— tliat  be.v'. 
triumph  showed  the  strength  of  the  people  !  parliament  was  called  upon    to  enters- 


of  this  country,  when  they  chose  to  exert 
it.  By  their  own  exertions  alone,  and  tlie 
firm  and  constitutional  manner  in  which 
they  had  expressed  their  opinions,  that 
obnoxious  tax  had  been  repealed ;  and  if 
they  petitioned  in  tlie  same  manner  against 
the  large  militar}'  establishment,  they 
would  ultimately  come  to  the  same  con- 
clusion. Let  them  not  be  misled  by  what 
they  miglit  hear,  either  in  this  place  or 
any  other,  from  persons  connected  with 
those  in  office,  as  to  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  such  a  large  force  in  time  of  peace  : 
for  though  on  one  night  it  should  be  stre- 
nuously argued  that  an  establishment  to  a 
particular  amount  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, they  would  ai'terwards  hear  the  very 
same  persons  admit,  that  an  establishment 
to  such  an  extent  was  not  necessary,  and 
that  a  considerable  reduction  might  very 


the  consideration  of  any  other  mca?:-': 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  year,  anJ  :■ 
lay  additional  burthens  on  "the  counn^' 
which  must  be  felt  now  or  at  a  future  p^ 
riod,  the  ministers  ought  to  prove  that  no- 
thing was  called  for  but  what  was  altso" 
lutely  necessary,  lie  trusted,  thcrct'orc,] 
the  people  would  persevere  in  the  expres- 
sion of  their  opinions  on  this  subject.  The 
[)eople  of  I'^ngland,  entertaining  lliese  sec- 
timents,  would  not  do  justice  to  parli> 
ment  and  to  themselves,  unless  xhc^ 
adopted  tlie  most  etl'ectual  and  exteosi'^t 
constitutional  means  for  expressing  ihem. 
Lord  Jio//c  observed,  that  the  spccc- 
of  the  noble  baron  tended  tc»  irritate  the 
public  mind,  and  that  it  wa^ii  nut  a  U'- 
way  of  viewing  the  difficulties  of  our 
situation.  He  sug^restcd  that  those  pos- 
sessed of  property  should  agree  to  a  vc- 
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Luntary  subscription,  amounting  to  what 
they  would  have  paid  had  the  property 
tax  continued,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
the  distresses  of  the  poorer'  classes  of  the 
people.    He  also  thought  that  a  tax  for 
the  benefit  of  the  state  should  be  imposed 
upon  those  who  chose  to  reside  out  of  the 
country,  and  thereby  contributed  noUiing, 
by  their  establishments  or  expenditure  to 
toe  revenue.      There  was  another  topic 
to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  ministers,  namely,  the  country  banks, 
respecting  which  some  regulations  ought 
to  be  adopted,  as  a  security  to  the  public. 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  said,  that 
this  was  not  the  time  for  discussing  the 
measures  which  it  might  be  necessary  to 
adopt,  in  order  to  meet  the  expenditure 
so  far  as  it  exceeded  the  revenue,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  mean  to  say  any 
thing  on  that  point  at  present;  but  it  was 
well  worthy  of  the  attention  of  parliament, 
that  all  these  petitions  concurred  in  the 
expression  of  a  strong  conviction  on  the 
part  of  the  people,  that  further  retrench- 
ment was  possible,  and  tliat  it  was  neces- 
sary that  a  system  of  the  utmost  economy 
should  be  at  last  adopted.    It  was  well 
worthy  of  attention,  that  on  these  points 
the  petition  of  the  county  of  Middlesex 
and  that  from  Wiltshire,  which  he  had  on 
a  former  night  presented,  were  in  eiiect 
the  same :  that  persons  differing  in  their 
political  sentiments  in  many  points,-— and 
there  were  some  expressions  in  the  Mid- 
dlesex petition  in  which  he  believed  the 
Wiltshire  petitioners  would  not  have  con- 
curred ;  but  that  they  one  and  all  agreed 
in  this,  that  a  reduction  might  and  ought 
to  be  made  in  our  expenditure.     This  was 
infinitely  the  safest  mode  of  meeting  the 
difficulties  of  the  country,  but  a  mode 
which  did  not  occur  to  the  noble  baron 
who  spoke  last  when  he   negatived  the 
address  which  was  proposed  not  long  ago 
for  a  revision  of  the  military  estimates, 
ivhich,  however,  had  since  been  recon- 
sidered and   reduced.      And   when  the 
noble  baron  called  upon  others  to  show 
how  the  expenditure  could  be  met  with- 
out the  income  tax,  he  ought  to  observe 
that  the  petitioners  objected  to  that  sys- 
tem of  policy  on  which  the  alleged  neces- 
sity for  so  large  an  expenditure  rested. 
The  chief  object  for  which  he  at  present 
rose  was  to  give  notice,  that  he  would  on 
Friday  move  an  address  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  amended  estimates,  to  show 
that  a  reduction  had  been  made,  notwith- 
atanding  the  vote  of  th^  lordships  and  of 
(VOL.XXXIII.) 
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the  other  House,  approving  of  the  esti- 
mates as  they  had  stood,  because  it  wa» 
absolutely  necessary  that  they  should  be 
of  that  amount  and  extent :  but  if  tlioso. 
who  thought  and  voted,  that  estimates  to 
that  extent  were  necessary,  had  jtince  re« 
duced  them,  or  concurred  in  that  reduc- 
tion, the  inference  was,  that  tliese  peti- 
tions  had  given,  some  new  light  to  the  go- 
vernment, which  had  led  the  ministers  to 
reconsider  and  amend  the  estimates^  and 
to  see  the  possibility  of  that  reductioa 
which  it  would  be  tlie  object  of  his  mo« 
tion  on  Friday  to  bring  before  the  House. 
All  the  remedies  might  be  separately  con- 
sidered, but  the  mosX  efficacious  of  then 
all  was  economy  and  retrenchment.  This^ 
happily,  now  appeared  to  be  the  opinion 
of  all  classes  of  the  community,  in  ail  parts 
of  the  country.  When  the  utmost  pos- 
sible  reduction  should  be  effected,  tneA 
would  be  the  time  to  consider  what  fur- 
ther measiu^s  might  be  necessary  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  state:  but  retrench- 
ment ought  to  be  the  first,  as  it  was  the 
safest  and  most  efficacious  remedy  for  the 
present  distresses  of  the  country. 

Lord  HMe  with  regard  to  his  vote  on 
the  motion  respecting  the  military  esta- 
blishments, said,  that  he  had  placed  con- 
fidence in  ministers  on  account  of  the 
peace  which  they  had  concluded,  and  in 
the  belief  that  they  would  do  all  that 
could  be  done  for  the  country.    He  had 

given  his  vote  upon  principle,  and  as  iot 
ependently  as  any  member  of  that  House. 
He  did  not  care  who  was  minister;  he 
wanted  nothing  of  either  party :  he  looked 
to  economy,  and  so  long  as  ministers  ap- 
peared to  be  really  disposed  to  adopt  that 
course  he  would  support  them. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  thought  it  in- 
cumbent upon  him  to  say  a  few  words  in 
answer  to  the  noble  marquis.  It  would  be 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House  with  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  the  military  esta- 
blishments, that  the  question  between  the 
noble  marquis  and  his  majesty's  ministers 
was  not  as  to  any  saving  upon  contingent 
or  particular  points,  but  as  to  the  whole 
amount  of  force  to  be  employed.  Minis- 
ters had  been  all  along  dispmed  to  intro- 
duce the  strictest  economy  into  the  public 
expenditure,  and  when  the  time  came  he 
should  enter  into  the  explanation  of  the 
reductions  in  the  different  items ;  but  as  to 
the  amount  of  the  military  force  it  remain- 
edy  with  one  exception,  which  stood  on 
special  grounds  that  he  should  hereafter 
explain,  precisely  the  same* 
(3  F\ 
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Lord  Hedesiiale  coroplnincd  Of  tlie  rcui' 
reprMeiiraiion  of  the  «ole»  in  tliat  IIouic!, 
which  liaii  bet-n  mmle  by  iliu  noble  mar- 


tone  of  independence  to  which  they  were 
DOI  entitled  [Cries  of  Order,  order!]. 
Ho  Siiil  this  because  the  indepciiitence  of 
votcit  had  been  questioned;  he  felt  hi m- 
wlf  B*  independent  as  any  noble  lord  in 
that  House ;  his  fortune  might  not  be  so 
large  as  that  of  the  noble  marquis,  but 
hia  mind  was  as  independent  as  that  of 
any  lord  in  Che  Houtie.  He  conteoiled 
that  the  motion  of  the  noble  niartjuia  on  a 
former  evening,  hod  no  relation  to  the 
present  reduction  in  the  estimates,  be- 
cause it  went  to  the  consideraliou  of  the 
whole  of  them,  and  not  to  particular  items. 
With  regard  to  the  property  lax,  he  main- 
taieed  that  a  majority  of  the  people  were 
in  favour  of  it — at  least  a  majority  of  those 
who  paid  it;  and  those  who  did  not  pay  it 
would  fed,  tliBt  it  would  be  much  better 
^r  them  to  have  a  tax  of  that  description 
Imnosed  upon  the  higher  classes  than  ad- 
ditional taxation  upon  themselves  l^Ie 
wassntlsGed  tliat  this  was  the  case;  and 
he  thought  it  a  most  unfortunate  thing 
for  the  country  that  the  property  tax  had 
been  rejected. 

The  Marquis  of  Lantdovme,  in  answer  to 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  observed,  that 
had  ho  doubted  the  independence  of  any 
noble  lord  in  that  House,  he  should  have 
felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  make  an 
Dpology  to  that  noble  lord,  as  nell  as  to 
tnc  House;  but  he  put  it  to  the  cnndour 
of  their  lordships  whether  he  had  said 
any  thing  that  could  bear  the  construc- 
tion put  upon  it  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord.  As  to  the  statement  of 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  were  in  favour  of 
the  income  tax,  he  contended,  that  the 
only  constitutional  way  in  which  the  opi- 
nions of  the  msjoritv  of  the  people  could 
be  expressed  was,  by  petitions  to  parlia- 
ment; and  was  not  the  universal  expres- 
sion of  the  petitions  to  that  House  against 
that  impost .'  If,  then,  tliere  was  a  majo- 
rity i«  favour  of  it,  how  happened  it  that 
ihey  had  not  contrived  to  express  their 
■entiments  to  parliament.  With  respect 
to  what  hod  been  said  by  the  noble  earl, 
lie  maintained,  that  it  was  not  merely 
against  the  amount  of  the  military  force 
that  be  bad  contended,  but  he  had  particu- 
larly pointed  out  several  items  in  which  a 
reduction  might  take  plueei  and  more  ea- 


MarquU  of  Jtueiittgkam't  Motion  [gljj; 
pecially  the  slafT  of  tlic  army,  wHl)  rafMl 
10  which  a  reiluction  ttad  nowbeeamb' 
by  rainislofs  in  the  new  estimates,  Inriil 
production  of  which  lie  tiiiended  lam 

Lord  Hdland,  oii  moving  that  bock ib 
petitions  do  lie  on  the  table,  ob»erf«d,  tJa 
he  had  been  unjustly  charged  withatieap 
ing  to  irritate  the  public  mind,  altlMif 
he  had  merely  stated  with  fatmassda 
the  petitioners  prayed  for.  As  talk 
irritation  of  those  who  hud  been  cm^ 
tulating  the  country  upon  the  peao;  tr 
could  not  help  it.  He  auapected  ik 
were  somewhat  in  the  situation  of  sir  Pai 
Teazle,  in  a  welt  known  and  aduinb 
comedy,  who  said,  that  all  (he  cor&> 
and  satisfaction  of  his  life  irtnpnt^ 
fore  he  had  finished  receiving  tfat  coa^ 
lulations  on  his  marriage.  If,  by  prmnt- 
ing  petitions  conveying  (he  reAWWof 
the  people,  he  caused  any  irnUbos  d 
that  description,  he  could  not  vii  t 
With  regard  to  the  majority  of  ^Mft 
that  were  said  lobe  in  favour  of  lW>- 
come  tax,  he  could  not  help  coniJsn^ 
it  a  mtnorilyof  the  same  descriplims 
that  in  favour  of  the  Bourbons  in  Fmrr 
and  he  suspected,  that  if  both  majaritx 
were  sent  where  certain  iadividuti)  \d 
been  sent,  to  Elba  or  St.  Heleas,  «tte 
of  these  islands  would  be  full  largeowf'i 
to  contain  them. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  lo  lie  on  tV 
table. 

State  of  Ireland. 3  The  orto 
of  the  day  being  read. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  rose.  |W 
suant  to  notice,  and   observed,  that  Ai 
question  to  which  he    was  about  (o  d^ 
the  attention  of  their  lordships  waxm^ 
peculiar  difficulty — one  which    he  M*  i 
not   have   been    ur^ed    to   undertake  bf 
any  thing  short  of  an  irresistible  sense* 
duty.     It  was  indeed  a  question  of  luT'  i 
and  extensive  character,  prcsentii^  "^(1  r 
for  discussion  no  lei^s  tlian  the  whole  mif  1 
of  Ireland,  including  the  bad  govemtncK  | 
of  ages.     If  he  were  to  adduce  witnesto  i 
to  prove  the  necessity  of  the  motion  «irt  \ 
which  he  intended  to  conclude,  he  ehosiil 
refer  to  the  whole  people  of  Ireland-U  I 
the  system  of  government  which  hadbtts  I 
acted  upon  in  that  country  for  centuries-  | 
lo  the  condition  of  all  classes  of  its  pop*  i 
Intinn— to  n  higher  order   irnpovenslMi 
and  a  lower  order  driven   to  JesperslW''-  I 
The  facta  were  indeed,  such,  that  even  I 
itKlividual  acquainted  with  tha  state  ii  i 
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Ireland  mutt  bear  tettimonjr  that  the  case 
of  tha(  country  was  truly  deplorable, 
owing  to  laws  passed  at  different  periods, 
under  various  administrations^  which 
served  to  render  tlie  system  of  government 
radically  vicious,  incapable  of  maintaining 
the  natural  relations  between  the  go- 
vernors and  the  governed,  and  tending  to 
drive  one  class  of  the  people  to  poverty 
and  another  to  rebellion.  The  state  of 
Ireland  was  truly  the  result  of  a  uniform 
endeavour  to  govern  that  country  by 
division,  by  which  endeavour  the  govern- 
ment excited  the  people,  against  itself. 
This  endeavour  he  did  not  mean  to  attri- 
bute to  any  particular  administration — it 
was  the  system  of  which  Ireland  had  reason 
to  complain— that  system  which  was  placed 
in  the  cradle  of  that  country,  and  which 
like  a  serpent  had  twisted  round  its  limbs, 
and  obstructed  the  circulation  of  its 
heart's  blood.  To  that  system  he  proposed 
to  call  their  lordships'  attention,  ana  per- 
haps too  much  time  had  been  already  lost. 
It  ought  to  have  been  considered  hereto- 
fore. A  state  of  war  might  have  been 
deemed  unfavourable  for  such  considera- 
tion ;  but  what  apology  could  be  ofiered 
for  neglecting  it  in  a  state  of  peace.  Tlie 
time  was  indeed  now  come  to  investigate 
the  subject,  and  to  devise  the  means  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  manifold  evils  which 
afflicted  Ireland.  Those  who  might  have 
objected  to  this  investigation  during  the 
existence  of  war,  could  not,  he  thought, 
consistently  oppose  it  in  different  circum- 
stances. For  if  the  investigation  were 
resisted  at  present,  he  could  not  imagine  a 
time  when  it  would  be  proper  to  enter  into 
it;  and  if  tlie  House  desired  to  collect 
the  means  of  tranquilizing  Ireland — of 
rendering  that  country  available  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  empire— of  enabling 
us  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  any  future 
war,  he  tliought  their  lordships  could  not 
hesitate  to  accede  to  his  motion.  The 
foundation  of  Ireland's  wrongs  consisted, 
he  begged  their  lordships  to  remember,  in 
the  attempt  to  divide  tnat  country ;  for  it 
had  always  been  the  policy  to  govern  it 
by  a  system  of  disunion.  If  sacrifices 
were  made,  they  were  only  calculated  to 
expose  one  party  to  the  oppression  and 
insult  of  another-«-if  burthens  were  im- 
posed, they  only  served  to  bear  upon  one 
party,  to  the  unjust  exemption  of  another 
i— 'if  concessions  were  granted,  they  had  a 
tendency  only  to  benent  one  party  to  the 
prejudice  of  another.  In  the  pursuit,  then, 
vt  iuch  a  system,  could  it  be  matter  of 


wonder  that  the  rule  of  England  sliould  be 
unpopular,  and  productive  of  grievances 
in  Ireland?  But  such  effects  were  ^lo 
natural  operation  of  the  conduct  of  lliis 
country  in  looking  only  to  a  temporary 
policy,  instead  of  probing  the  evil  to  the 
bottom,  and  contriving  to  establish  a 
better  and  permanent  system  of  govern- 
ment. The  conduct  which  he  complained 
of,  he  did  not,  he  repeated,  mean  to  attri- 
bute to  any  individual  government*  There 
were,  he  felt,  instances  of  good  policy, 
some  exceptions  to  the  system  generally 
practised  towards  Irelandf,  but  yet  these 
exceptions  were  too  few  and  too  short 
lived  to  produce  any  great  practical  re- 
sult. The  whole  system  was  now,  how- 
ever, under  their  lordships'  view,  and  it 
was  open  to  them  to  follow  the  impulse  of 
their  duty  by  fully  examining  its  meriti. 
No  resistance  could  be  offered  to  that 
examination  upon  the  score  of  time 
or  circumstance,  for  the  season  at  which 
he  proposed  this  inquiry  was  particularly 
auspicious ;  while  the  necessity  of  tlie  case 
was  obvious.  If  ministers  thousht  proper 
to  oppose  tlie  inquiry  it  would  be  incum- 
bent upon  tliem  to  state  their  reasons  for 
such  opposition.  The  situation  of  Ireland 
was  notoriously  wretched  in  the  extreme, 
and  parliament  was  bound  to  appl^  itself 
with  the  utmost  industry  to  eonsider  of 
some  practicable  remedy.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  describe  the  condition 
of  Ireland.  Its  agriculture  ruined,  its 
commerce  at  a  stand,  its  population  dis- 
contented, furnished  ample  materials  to 
swell  a  speech;  but  these  materials  were 
not  unknown  to  their  lordships.  Yet  the 
only  remedy  proposed  for  such  an  accu- 
mulation of  calamities  was,  to  place  a 
strong  military  force  in  the  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  discontent 
and'desperation  to  which  such  calamities 
gave  birth.  But  while  this  military  force 
was  so  disposed— >while  the  constitution 
and  the  laws  were  suspended  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  country,  ministers  were  surely 
bound  to  show  what  circumstances  ren- 
dered necessary  such  extraordinary  con- 
duct, and  whether  the  evils  of  Ireland 
were  such  as  could  only  be  met  by  force 
—whether  the  tranquilhty  of  t<hat  country 
could  be  restored  by  any  other  means— 
whether  a  provision  against  present  danger 
could  not  be  accompanied  by  some  ar- 
rangements calculated  to  remove  the  evil 
whidi  gave  rise  to  that  danger.  Their 
lordsliips  were  imperatively  called  upon 
to  consider  this  subject — to  hold  out  some 
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hopes  to  IrelBDil,  that  wliile  it  was  in  a 

pcHod  of  |<ejce   converted  into  n  large 

garrMtm—that  while  it»  contlilulion  whs 

autpemled,  and  its  trancjuillii)'  di&lurbed^ 

it  WM  noi  intended  to  regard  that  couiiiry 

U  on  alien  and  an  oulcunt  lor  ever.     Tlmt 

■uch   was  not  the  senience   which  that 

Houne  proposed    lo   pronounce    against 

Ireland,  )ie  hoped  and  triulcd,  and  that 

he  kIiouIU  not  be  found  to  appeal  to  tbeir 

lord»hip«  in  vain.     His  objeci  ia  the  ap- 

Ileal  wiu  conciliation,  and  with  this  object 
D  view  he  ielt  it  inipMeibie  to  conaider  it 
without  adverting  to  that  which  had  al- 
wAy  to  ofien  occupied  their  tonlshipi' 
attention.  He  meant  wliatwat  called  the 
Calhiilic  question,  which  was  in  fact  inii- 
maielj  connected  with  every  brnucb  of 
th«  Hate  of  Ireland.  Upon  the  present 
occiMon,  howev^,  he  shauM  think  it 
io^roper  to  taiigue  iheir  lordships  by 
dwelling  upon  the  merits  of  a  question 
with  regard  lo  which  they   had  already 


precise  explanation  of  his  view*,  he«|M| 
stale,  iliat  by  entering  coolly  and  di>|MV' 
iionately  ii>io  the  buliject  the  nMtf 
would  be  easily  found  ;  and  while  hi>^ 
vucd  conciliation,  be  would  frankly  a' 
preai  Im  decided  conviction,  that  witlilfa 
securities  alluded  to  for  the  ProtWB 
eaiablishment,  every  conceaiioa  requM 
by  the  Cniholics  might  be  gr^inted:tl 
without  these  securities  nothing  [Hat,! 
hear!].  He  would  not.  while  a  im^^ 
minea  enemy  to  the  cxcliwiw  ty»iMf 
the  penal  laws,  allow  the  Catholta  U» 
terfere  with  the  Church,  or  with  tbcc^ 
cation  of  Protestant  youlha  ;  but,  cat, 
other  hand,  he  would  by  all  meaoi  p> 
mote  the  education  of  Catbulica  ti  hw 
in  order  to  withdraw  them  frooi  ktvp 
seminaries,  foreign  prejudieea,  andlnTe 
attachments.  Upon  thcac  granadi  ht 
was  willing  to  grant  the  Catliobci  mt^ 
thing  ihcy  desired.  But  lie  wouldnpM 
that  every  arrangement  Deceaorj  Uth, 


bwril  >o  much.     But  yet,  lo  the  present  i  security  of  the  FrotealaDl 


Rtate  ul  tiiBi  question,  he  must  brii 
the  aUentirin  of  the  House ;  and  conBdent 
he  was,  ihnt  if  their  lordships  went  into 
ils  consideration  with  a  conciliatory  spirit, 
U  would  be  easy  to  find  a  remedy.  He 
would  lay  down  this  as  a  general  principle 
— ihai  whatever  was  done  for  the  relief  of 
Uie  Catholic,  should  be  done  by  (he  legis- 
lature alone.  Whatever  inclination  he 
might  have  to  liatcu  to  the  statements  of 
every  portion  of  the  Catholics,  he  would 
not  submit  his  principles  loany  jurisdic- 
tion but  iliat  of  parliament.  His  wish 
was  that  parliunient  should  proceed  di- 
rectly to  its  object,  without  adverting  to, 
or  at  least  without  being  controlled  by  the 
decision  of  any  other  tribunal.  Indiffer- 
enoe  to  the  judgment  of  any  portion  of 
the  people  would  not,  he  trusted,  be  im- 
puted to  him,  nor  would  it  be  supposed 
that  he  was  ever  unwilling  to  treat  public 
opinion  wiih  due  respect  and  considero- 
tion :  hut  as  ihere  were  two  parties  among 
the  Catholics  upon  the  subject  of  ac- 
ceding to  thi;  securities  required  for  the 
iQftintenance  of  our  church  establishment, 
it  was  the  duty  of  parliament  to  interfere 
between  them,  [n  proportion,  todeed,  as 
those  parties  were  divided,  it  became  the 
province  of  parliament  to  steer  a  direct 
course,  and  to  decide  without  any  refer- 
ence to  eillier.  He  had  no  ditticuUy  in 
ataling,  tliat  unless  such  a  course  were 
taken,  parliament  would  rather  aggravate 
than  allay  the  disquietude  which  agitated 
irebuid.    If,  udced,  Jie  maa  aikcd  for  a 


should  accompany  tbese  C 
with  that  view  it  muat  bo  prMikd,  M 
the  Crown  should  be  invested  with  ail 
control  over  the  appointmcttt  of  CatW« 
bithopB.      Tims    the     established  tteMJ 
would  poasess  a  degree  of  aecuciiy,  r^ 
did  not  belong  to  it  at  prcaent.  tie  vdWi 
imitate  the  policy  of  the  Austwgixvra- 
tnent  with  respect  to  Hungary  in  l"!!'!. 
Tile  population  of  that   couutr?  wMC  ^'■ 
most  universally  calviiiists.      Up  u  ib 
year  17^1,  all  places  of  profit  auJ  pom 
in  that  kiikgdoni  were  excluaivel;  u  tit 
handa  of  German  catholics.     Tfae  cast , 
quence  was,  that  the  blood  of  that  geoMO . 
people  boiled  with  indignation,  wfaicfao^  \ 
ed  in  a  conspiracy  to  shake  off  the  i*' ' 
trian  yoke.    When,  however,  the  enipa« 
Leopold  succeeded  to  the  throne  in  ITSili 
he  had  the  wisdom  to  resort  tono  halfnt*' 
sures,  but  threw  open  every  siiuaiioa* 
profit  and  power  to  the  calviaitt*  io^a- 
crimlnately  with  the  catholics.    Vie  edectj 
had  since  been,  that  the  Hungariaot  \at 
been  In  more  than  one  instaace  the  » 
viouri  of  Leopold's  crown  ;  and  that,  wl)« 
Buonaparte  was  master    of  Vienna,  im 
held  out  to  them  the  hopes  of  'odepo* 
dencc,  they  retained  their  fidelity-    tD"  , 
reverend  bench  of  bishops  opposite  tobiik  ' 
knew  full  well  that  the  dangers  of  the  ecU' 
bli«hed  church  were  not  now  to  befouaJit 
the  thunders  of  the  Vatican,  or  the  attad^ 
of  Catholicism,  but  in  the  multiplicity  * 
different  sects,  whose iacreasing  nu(nb0> 
bad  free  ulmiGuoa  io.  jilaev  and  po^i . 
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and  who  lefc  the  church  a  fair  outside, 
while  all  within  was  hollow.     Why  was  it 
not  to  be  supposed  that  the  generous  hearts 
of  the  people  oF  Ireland  would  be  in- 
fluenced to  attachment  by  similar  con- 
cessions ?    Unless  the  leeisfature  began  in 
this  way,  there  whs  no  chance  of  allaying 
the  irrituti(»n  of  Ireland.    AH  her  other 
grievances,  all  her  sources  of  disgust  and 
disaffection,  were  so  intimately  connected 
with  this,  that  unless  their  lordships  began 
with  removing  it,  there  was  no  chance  of 
improvement.    But  this  alone  would  do 
little,  unless,  at  the  same  time,  the  griev- 
ance of  tithes  was  considerably  alleviated. 
By  the  laws  which  now  governed  Ireland, 
the  burthen  of  tithes  was  in  fact  taken 
oif -from  the  landowner,  and  laid  on  the 
potatoe  garden  of  the  peasant,  and  his 
patches  of  hemp  and  flax.    It  was  owing 
to  the  ruinous  system  of  internal  disunion 
and  division  that  this  course  had  been  pur- 
sued.   About  the  year  17%,  the  tillage 
of  Ireland  was  at  a  low  ebb — the  land  was 
chiefly  laid  out  in  pasturage.     About  the 
period  he    had  mentioned,    the  church 
claimed  agistment  tithe  on  the  cattle  of 
Ireland,   and  obtained  a  decree  of  the 
court  of  exchequer  in  their  favour.    What 
was  the  consequence  ?    The  English  set- 
tlers, the  protestant   landowners»  raised 
auch  a  clamour,  that  the  agistment  tithe 
never  was  levied.   The  whole  burthen  was 
transferred  to  the  catholic  and  the  dis- 
aenter,  who  included  almost  the  whole  of 
•the  population,  and  who  saw  the  whole  of 
the  tithes  levied  from  them  to  support  a 
/church  whose <loctrines  were  not  professed 
by  one-flflh  of  the  inhabitants.    The  con- 
•e^uence  was,  that  t4ie  rector  saw  himself 
driven  to  resort  for  his  tithes  to  the  po- 
tatoe garden  of  the  poor  catholic  and  ais- 
aenter,  and  ^o  the  flax  which  they  raised 
far  their  linen  manufacture.  The  fact  was, 
«hat  the  poor  catholic  was  obliged  to  pay 
•what  his  rich  neighbour  was  excused  from 
■paying.    Such  was  the  practice  in  Ireland, 
even  m  the  teeth  of  the  law,  up  to  1800, 
4he  period  of  the  union.    In  that  year, 
agistment  tithe  was  declared  illegal  by  act 
of  parliament,  and  tliis  was  the  condition 
on  which  the  protestant  landowners  as- 
sented to  the  union*    Sucli  being  the  sys- 
tem of  tithes  in  Ireland,  was  it  surprising 
that  it  should  be  a  perpetual  source  of  ir- 
ritation—that it  should  be  employed  by  the 
disaffected  as  an  enj^ine  to  work  upon  the 
passions  of  the  multitude  ?  But  the  evil  by 
no  means  stopped  here.    The  rector  was 
oUiged  to  employ  a  titbc-proctor  to  col- 
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lect  his  tithes.  Labour  in  Ireland  was 
very  inadequately  paid,  and  instead  of 
money  the  labourer  was  in  the  habit-of 
hiring  a  potatoe -gar  den  at  an  exorbitant 
rate,  the  rent  of  which  he  did  not  pay  in 
money,  but  in  work  to  his  landlord.  On 
this  wretched  pittance  of  the  labourer  the 
rector  was  obliged  to  levy  his  tithes,  and 
the  tithe-proctor  was  for  that  purpose 
called  into  action.  He  collects,  either  in 
money  or  in  kind,  the  tentli  of  the  produce 
of  the  potatoe-garden ;  or  he  takes  a  bill 
from  the  peasant,  payable  at  a  short  date. 
If  the  bill  be  not  paid,  then  away  go  the 
pigs  and  the  furniture  of  the  wretched 
peasant,  which  are  seiicd  for  the  tithes. 
This  was  not  the  end  of  the  lamentfd>]e 
detail.  The  peasants  of  whole  districts 
were  often  so  connected  by  being  sureties 
for  one  another,    that  when  the  titba- 

E rector  appeared  among  them,  he  was 
iinted  like  a  mad  dog,  and  the  church 
not  only  lost  its  dues,  but  fell  into  disgrace. 
Tithes,  as  at  present  levied,  were  a  moat 
mischievous  tax,  collected  in  the  roost  uo* 
equal  and  harassing  manner.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  take  into  their  im- 
mediate consideration  this  never<-failui]g 
source  of  irritation  and  disturbance — to 
extinguish,  if  possible,  this  ever-burning 
Etna.  It  was  not  his  wish  that  the  House 
should  take  this  statement  oti  his  own  ipge 
dixit :  he  proposed  that  the  facts  should 
be  inquirea  into  by  the  examination  of 
witnesses,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  some 
remedy  might  be  discovered.  His  own 
opinion  was,  that  an  acreable  land-tax^ 
proportioned  to  the  rent,  should  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  support  of  the  church,  and 
that  commissioners  should  be  appointed 
for  carrying  some  such  measure  into  effect 
throughout  the  whole  of  Ireland.  He  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  this  would 
remedy  one  of  the  principal  grievances  of 
Ireland,  and  tend  more  than  any  thing 
else  to  allay  the  irritation  of  the  catholic 
labourer,  who  thus  would  not  have  the 
tithe-proctor  in  his  potatoe  earden»  esti- 
mating the  tenth  part  of  his  children's 
food.— -Another  grievance  to  which  he 
should  direct  attention  was,  the  state  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  grand  juries  in  Ireland. 
No  one  part  of  its  internal  administration 
did  so  much  mischief.  He  alluded  now 
to  their  powers,  which  they  exercised  in 
the  presentment  of  roads,  and  which 
were  too  often  employed  for  private  ob- 
jects and  individual  jobbing.  He  stated 
the  effect  of  the  mode  of  swearing  that  a 
particular  road  was  out  of  repair  in  a  dit- 
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Iflet  or  barony,  m  many  ewes  to  be,  that 
momywM  nttBotl  in  llinl  dUtrict  whicli 
«ft«mri]k  went  into  Ihc  pocltei  of  a  tenant, 
to  enable  him  to  |>ay  bit  lanillurd's  rent. 
Ifliimode  of  prenenimentaboiild  be  ink  en 
entirely  nut  iif  the  hands  of  the  grand 
jorics— The  noble  marijuis  next  advericil 
to  another  griovoncc  in  ihc  mate  of  Ire- 
land, namely,  (hat  though  the  mode  of 
appointing  hi^  stieriffs  wai  theoretically 
ths  aaine  as  in  this  country,  yel  prtetically 
Ihcy  were  a|»ointed  oxcluaivety  by  the 
Croiril :  it  would  be  better  were  they  taken 
ftota  a  list  of  the  gentry  in  rotation.— The 
noble  msrquis  next  adverted  to  the  stale 
of  llic  magistracy  in  Ireland.  Owing  la 
the  frequent  dig  I  urban  ces  which  had  pre- 
vailed, gentlemen  of  property  and  in- 
fluence had  either  been  driven  into  towns, 
or  widiiced  to  leave  the  country,  Heni-c 
the  number  of  mBgletrateii  was  small,  while 
the  office  itself  became  one  of  great  labour 
and  ftltgue,  and,  during  the  unquiet  limes 
wlilcb  had  prevailed,  many  persons  had 
got  Into  the  office  who  ought  not  to  be  in 
It.  The  duty  of  selecting  or  dismissing 
magistrates  should  be  intrusted  to  par- 
liftineniary  commissioners.— The  last  point 
on  which  he  should  touch,  and  perhaps 
tfie  blackest  part  of  ihe  picture,  was  the 
ftnancial  atate  of  Ireland.  He  should  show 
their  lordships  that  the  quantum  of  nett 
reveone  wblcli  Ireland  produced  was  very 
far  from  paying  even  the  interest  of  her 
national  debt-  Here  the  noble  marquis 
read,  from  a  paper  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  the  following  statement  of  the 
Funded  Debt  of  Ireland,  the  Charge  on 
that  debt,  and  the  nctt  revenue  paid  into 
exchequer  at  various  periods  since  the  5tli 
of  January  1791  : 

Ja.  S,  FMod  Debt.       oltHu.  piU  mia  Ei. 

17B1.   1.7W/«o  U4,«ou  i.imfiM 

iTVTa  i»iilfiiin  36ii,()0o  l.»si,uon 

1900,  51^0,000  l,11SWXI  E^OSiOOd 


k.  W. 

1W3,  toMO/xia       Hfiifno 

ladO,  SMW,iiQu       ipetitm  j,]u>,uu<.- 

u  Ml  br  Hr.  Plu,     WTjnoa  nrplu. 
IBOO,  n&apoo       .l,»i,ooo  *,37a,uon 

iFlt  by  Ai  1.  Hcwpon.  ^,Cino  oirplai. 

191E,  9a.K9A«      Ma*v»o  Mio«» 

174,000  iMlclenry. 

To  Udi  iDuU  be  vldea,  *Sft).<i(»L  on  eritah  Lum 

bornwtd  for  liilind  lo  ISll.  and  foi  kUcJi  w 

IMS.  in^,«io    s.esipooo         Simpow 

I8t6,  DDl ja  known.  6,»c5,Q<)a  S,a4:;.ooo 

Almost  every  tax  bad  been  doubted.  The 
assessed  taxes  had  been  trebled.  In  short, 
every  exertion  bad  been  made  to  screw 
up  the  taxes  of  Ireland  to  the  utmost,  j 
WbBt  could  tttit  iw  csUed  but  a  naie  of  l 
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<  national  bankruptcy  in  tbu  couMtjj 
There  waa  also  appnrenily  a  falling  of  g 
the  linen  manufacture,  ibe  aiapic  of  I» 
land.  In  17U2,  the  exports  of  Irish  liiM 
amounted  to  about  49,000,000  of  yii^t. 
almost  entirely  to  England.  In  1815,1^' 
exports  amounted  only  to  about  Slt.OOOA 
of  yards,  owing  lu  the  want  of  capita  ia  lb 
country,  and  t^ilesian  linena  meeting  iki 
in  the  market.  Tbe  export  of  wooAa 
frotn  England  into  Ireland  liadalsoB» 
terially  diminished.  Unfortunatdy  ski 
so  happened,  that  the  remissioo  of  [l«« 
malt  duly  could  give  tbe  people  liulen 
tief,  because  the  national  taste  bad  entim 
chanced,  and  there  was  nothing  but  jl!b 
diKtillnlinn  going  on  from  one  end  of  a 
kingdom  to  tbe  other.  Tbe  fimntCK! 
Ireland  could  only  be  looked  at  n  iha 
point  of  view — namely,  to  aee  wbu  ibe 
could  fairly  pay,  and  the  rest  ae  nmt 
take  on  ourselves :  for  IrelandDevercwM 
and,  what  was  more,  never  would,  fuik 
balance.  On  the  whole,  ho  AatleredW 
self  that  he  had  stated  enough  to  stm  i 
parliamentary  ground  for  inquiry,  ft 
time  was  now  come  when  a  retu»l  la  (» 
lertain  a  motion  of  thb  kind  wntU  ti 
construed  by  Ireland  into  ■  dedantioa^ 
total  neglect  of  her  interests.  Tlw^i 
lion  was,  whether  the  attaehneBt  rfll 
generous  people  was  to  be  gainsrffsreierl 
by  measures  of  concilinlion  }  IVHtfieBt 
might  throw  away  their  advantage!;  iifj 
might  indeed  retain  possessioo  of  (^ 
country  by  arms;  but  the  aflectiont  ofiiv 
people  would  be  entirely  severed.  Tbi 
lower  orders,  desponding'  and  d^isM  i 
would  Ik  idle  by  day,  and  vigilant  oa^a 
tbe  night  for  {ilans  of  blood — the  fwnt 
rule  of  tilts  country  would  be  sigtaU  | 
only  by  undiminished  exertions  to  f* 
down  rebeilion  and  disorder.  He  [»  | 
sented  to  his  own  mind,  bowevor,  a  bbb 
pleasing  prospect ;  and  if,  b;  drawing  thi 
attention  of  parliament  to  tbe  Gul^cd,  bt 
should  be  the  humble  instronieni  of  aOe- 
viating  any  of  the  grievances  under  which 
Ireland  laboured,  lie  should  think  of  tin 


tght's  debate  with  pride  and 

I  the  last  moment  of  bis  life.     The  nobb 
marquis  concluded  with  movJDg,  "  Tbtf* 

mmittee  be  appointed  to  take  into  c* 

leraiion  the  state  of  Ireland." 
The  Archbishop  of  Caghel  made  mtcmI 
observations  upon  wlMt  bad  fallen  &a* 
the  noble  marquis  on  the  subject  of  titlrii 
id,  hul  in  so  low  a  tone  that  tbff 
were  not  audible  below  the  bar.  He  taia 
tfcat  litbn  fwiBod  a  «loM  ntaKioD  batata 
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the  established  church  and  the  mass  of  the 
Lrish  people,andhe  defied  any  man  to  bring 
forward  a  case  of  abuse  in  the  collection 
of  them  by  the  clei^y  that  could  require 
parliamentary  interference ;  and  contend- 
ed, that  it  was  a  mistake  to  assert  tliat  the 
land -owners  had  been  successful  in  shifting 
■  the  burthens  of  the  thiies  from  their  own 
:  shoulders  to  those  of  the  poor  tenantry. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  explained, 
.  that  he  had  not  intended  to  bring  forward 
:  any  charge  against  the  clergy  of  Ireland ; 
-  the  evil  was  to  be  found  in  the  system  of 
:  government  there^by  which  the  collectors 
.  of  tythes  were  driven  from  the  pastures 
of  the  rich  to  the  potatoe  gardens  of  the 
poor. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  from 
his  official  knowledge,  he  was  able  to  con- 
>  firm  many  of  the  statements  of  the  reve- 
[  rend  premte,  than  whpm  he  was  convinced 
there  was  not  upon  the  episcopal  bench 
an  individual  more  anxious  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  more  attentive  to  his 
diocese,  or  more  revered  and  esteemed  by 
those  who  were  placed  under  him.  The 
noble  earl  said,  he  was  fully  sensible  of 
tlie  magnitude  and  difficulty  of  the  subject 
then  before  their  lordships;  and,  consi- 
dering how  many  inflammatory  topics 
might  have  been  introduced,  he  could  not 
help  complimenting  the  noble  marquis 
upon  the  temper  and  moderation  he  had 
displayed  throughout  his  speech,  which 
had  placed  his  motion  in  the  most  favour- 
able light.  He  must,  however,  differ  in 
many  essential  particulars  from  the  noble 
marquis;  and  his  first  and  prindpal  ob- 
jection to  the  pr(^>osition  was,  that  it  was 
not  at  all  calculated  to  secure  the  object 
that  ministers  not  less  than  the  noble 
marouis,  had  in  view.  If  it  was  acceded 
to,  tne  consequence  would  be,  either  that 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House  should 
be  formed,  or  that  a  select  committee 
should  be  appointed.  From  the  first,  he 
was  convinced,  by  experience,  that  no 
practical  beneficial  result  could  be  ob- 
tained; and  to  the  last,  the  House  on 
such  a  question  would  probably  not  think 
it  expedient  to  delegate  its  powers.  Com- 
mittees of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  nation  had  sometimes  been  agreed 
to,  but  had  never  been  productive  of  any 
real  advantage;    in  fact,  on  a  general 

?[uest]on  like  that  of  the  present  state  of 
reland,  so  many  discordant  feelings  would 
prevail,  and  so  many  conflicting  opinions 
as  to  what  was  and  what  was  not  an  evil, 
would  be  found,  that  a  satisfactory  issue 


to  the  inquiry  could  not  be  hoped ;  but  if 
a  particular  case  were  made  out,  if  luffi- 
cient  ground  were  laid  for  instituting  an 
investi^tion  into  any  one  branch  of  thia 
extensive  subject,  ho  would  be  one  of  th« 
first  to  support  a  motion  for  a  select  com- 
mittee.—The  noble  marquis  had  fairly 
stated,  that  in  taking  a  view  of  the  condi- 
tion of  Ireland,  he  should  disregard  all 
considerations  of  a  party  nature,-as  to  the 
particular  governments  established  at  dif- 
ferent periods ;  and  should  only  revert  to 
the  past  as  explanatory  of  the  future,  to 
which  attention  was  more  especially  to  be 
directed.  Lord  Liverpool  said,  he  waa 
most  willing  to  admit  that  the  system  at' 
government  established  originally  for  Ira- 
land,  and  which  had  long  prevailed,  had 
been  radically  defective  and  vicious*  I| 
was  a  system  of  short-sighted  policy,  thai 
sacrificed  the  real  interests  of  Ireland  to 
the  supposed  interests  of  Great  Britain^ 
he  called  them  supposed  interests,  because 
true  and  enlightened  policy  demanded 
that  the  prosperity  of  each  should  be 
equally  promoted,  since  the  one  could  nol 
flourish  while  the  other  was  in  a  state  of 
decay  (Hear,  hear  1] .  He  could  not  al- 
low, however,  that  during  the  present 
reign  that  mistaken  system  had  been  pur- 
suS :  on  the  contrary,  for  the  last  fif^ 
years,  a  system  of  concession  to^  and  ci 
accumulation  of  benefits  upon  Ireland  had 
been  invariably  supported ;  and  in  favour 
of  this  assertion  he  could  quote  the  opinioD 
even  of  a  noble  baron  opposite,  delivered 
in  a  former  session.  The  whole  plan  had 
been  altered,  and  every  exertion  nad  been 
used  to  ameliorate  the  state  of  Ireland ; 
but,  because  much  had  been  done,  he  did 
not  mean  to  state  that  no  more  should  be 
attempted.  In  fact,  progressive  improve- 
ment was  a  fresh  spur  to  perseverance ; 
and  if  fundamental  differences  existed  be- 
tween the  two  sides  of  the  House  upoa 
some  important  points,  it  was  not  on  that 
account  necessary  that  it  should  shut  its 
eves  upon  measures  of  benefit  to  Ireland. 
For  himself,  and  for  his  colleagues  in 
office,  he  could  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart  and  say,  that  whenever  a  ouestion 
had  arisen  between  England  and  Ireland, 
the  advantage  had  uniformly  been  given 
to  the  latter.  In  proof  of  the  correctness 
of  this  statement,  he  needed  only  to  refer 
to  tlie  com  bill  of  last  year ;  which,  if  it 
wcte  of  doubtful  advantage  to  England, 
was  of  certain  benefit  to  Ireland.  It  was 
not  his  wish  to  understate  the  evils  under 
which  Ireland  still  laboured,  but  it  could 
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not  be  questioned  that  they  were  rapidly 
diiappeariiiB ;  within  the  last  fifty  yenrs 
her  prosperity  liad  incrcnscd  beyond  iliat 
of  soy  other  country  in  the  worlU.  It'  tl>e 
affriculture  of  England  hod  donblcd,  and 
that  of  Scotland  Itad  trebled,  it  wa«  not 
nnfiir  to  axsert  that  the  agriculture  of 
Ireland  lioil  quadrupled:  since  the  Union, 
her  commerce  had  been  carried  to  twice 
it*  former  extent,— )t  wag  undoubtedly 
true,  that  in  the  course  of  the  la^t  summer 
it  bad  been  found  expedient  to  put  in 
fore*  the  Inws  for  securing  ilie  inlemol 
tranquilhiy  of  Ireland,  and  the  conduct 
irf  eovernmeEit  in  thia  respect  had  met 
«Htn  the  approbation  of  all  parties.  It 
tiitAa  be  Eoid,  that  this  fact  proved  the 
exuieneeof  some  evils ;  and  the  question, 
rheiefore,  resoWed  itaelf  to  this— what 
were  those  cviU^  As  to  the  disturbances 
which  cxJEtcd  last  year,  and  during  the  I 
period  when  a  noble  duke  opposite  ( lied-  I 
ford)  nas  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  govern- 
ment, his  lordship  was  convinced  that 
tbcy  were  to  be  ascribed  only  to  the  law- 
lesB  and  dissolute  coodnct  of  some  uf  the 
lower  orders  of  the  inhabitants,  and  not ' 
to  any  fretfulncss  ai  prevailing  reii^ious  i 
diEtiiiclions.  Since  the  operation  of  the  I 
imnrreclion  act,  the  outrages  hud  been 
directed  inthEcriminately  against  Catholicg 
and  Protestants,  without  the  intervention 
dfrdjgious  animosilies.  What,  then,  was 
the  fair  conclusion^  It  was,  thut  the 
amelioration  so  much  desired  by  ail  was 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  education  of 
the  lower  (.'lasses—hy  inculcating  princi- 
ples, and  encouraging  habits  of  order  and 
tmsquillity  [Hear,  hear  I].  All  expe- 
rience showed  that  this  was  the  best  iind 
the  only  remedy.  About  a  century  ago 
the  ^tuation  of  Scotland  was  nearly  simi- 
lar to  the  slate  of  Ireland  at  present.  By 
a  work  written  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Saf- 
loun,  it  appeared  that  in  1608  there  were 
no  less  than  two  hundred  thousand  men- 
dicantH  in  Scotland,  who  lived  under  no 
aubjection,  obeying  neither  the  laws  of 
God  oor  man  ;  that  fathers  amon^  them 
incestuously  cohabited  with  their  daugh- 
ters, Knd  brothers  with  their  sisters ;  that 
they  assembled  to  feast  and  riot  during 
nsny  days,  and  that  men  and  women, 
perpetually  intoxicated,  indulged  them- 
selres  in  most  horrible  oaths  and  hlasphe- 
niiei.  What  was  the  condition  of  the 
tower  classes  in  Scotland  at  the  present 
day  ?  They  wew  even  more  orderly,  re- 
gular, Sober,  and*  industrious,  than  the 
pt;«*4Dlry  of  Eugliud,  ami  all  crimes  were 


of  IcM  frequent 
belter  admiriistra 
justice,  not  fronn  a  more  efiectuai 
taiion  1  for  in  both  iheiic  reaped*! 
had  the  advantage;  butfroaithe* 
state-  of   civilization.       Tho  bb 
that  prudueedibesc  ufiecia  inttw 
would  not  fnil  in  tlie  other 
mission  had  been  regularly 
the  purpose,  from   wliicli  sc 
benefits  had  already  resulted,  wi 
interpueition  of  parliameat^-an  inltvp 
tion  which  persons  of  all  perauasiaHk 
deemed  inexpedient.      It  wu  a  yvf^ 
now    indulged    by    few,    that  iegi^. 
could  accomplish  pb}ecu  in  ihi*caMt4B 
in  no  otlier  it  had  ever   attained,— & 
points  upon  wltich  the  noble  turqMks 
touched  were — 1.  The  CaibolicqsKiii 
2.  Tithes;   3.  C! rand  juriea;   4.  At  ap- 
pointment  iif  niagielratea  :    5,  [*■(& 
Upon  each  of  these  liu  wouU  Hvtif 
words.     Alto  the  Catholic  queNi»kt 
agreed  in  the  general  propoattiua  i^tx 
noble  mover,  but  he  doubted  its  i(«i» 
tion;   whatever  the   merita  or  denicnb« 
that  subject  of  repeated  diaciuskn  afi 
be,  he  was  lirmly  convinced  that  it  bads 
connexiun  with  nny  of  tile  eriis  of  In 
land,  and  that  concession  to  tbediiiwil 
the  Catholics  would  have  iiosent)bire&>| 
in   preventing  the  disturbancti  te  a&al 
lamented— the  same  seeds   of  £tco(itru| 
would   still   remain.      Wiiti    regard  W lb: 
Catholic  claims,  he  liad  ever  consiiiendil 
a  simple  question — convinced  ihatgnail 
and  securities  frequently   debated  cdbU 
be  of  no  ovail,  and  that  the  paint  tah 
decided    was  merely   that  of  caocM* 
or  non-concession.      [^Hear,  bear.]— ft 
issure  the  noble  marquis  titti* 
ot'  lithes  had  oocupied  the  na> 
attention  of  government:  ihep» 
cipie  no  doubt  >vas,  that  therig-btto  liAa 
stood  on  the  samo  footing  in  Kogland  V^ 
Ireland,  but  tiie  propriety  of  a  fair  c<k- 
mutation  in  the  latter,  under  tfae  pecaliai 
circumstances,  was  a  very  diSeseM  que* 
lion,  and  his  lordship  was  inclined  to  tbjsi 
that  such  a  commutation  might  be  eSedt'' 
The   late  secretary  for  Ireland  had  t*- 
slowed  much  time  upon  the  topic,  wilt- 
out  yet  coming  to  a  definite  couclasn: 
and  unless  some  noble  turd  should  its; 
forward  with  some  outline   of  A  feaiMt 
plan,  he  would  oppose  the  Imsly  inteTpa*- 
tion  of  parliament. — As  to  the  third  poiot, 
which  related  to  grand  juries,  he  nduiitied 
that  great  evils  existed;  but  the  aiteatiH 
of  the  other  Hniiiir  nf  Pftrtiamgnt  liad  hrP 


subject 
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last  year  directed  to  it ;  a  committee  had 
been  appointed,  and  he  believed  a  hill  had 
been  prepared,  which  it  was  hoped  would 
afford  an  effectual  remedy.  If  their  lord- 
■hips  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  wait 
until  that  bill  should  be  sent  from  the 
Commons,  he  had  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  a  previous  investigation.  He  did 
not  mean  to  deny,  in  the  present  state  of 
Ireland,  when  so  many  persons  of  property 
and  character  were  non-resident,  that  im- 
proper individuals  were  sometimes  in- 
cluded in  the  commissions  of  the  peace ; 
but  he  most  firmly  believed,  that  the 
magistrates  selected  were,  in  general,  se- 
lected from  the  most  respectable  inhabi- 
tants, and  for  whose  appointment  ministers 
were  responsible.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, assent  to  the  project  thrown  out  of  a 
■cparate  commission  for  the  nomination 
of  magistrates  in  Ireland,  by  which  the 
Crown  would  be  there  deprived  of  its  ac- 
knowledged prerojgative.  As  to  the  last 
point,  the  finances  of  Ireland,  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  follow  the  noble 
marquis  through  tiie  details  into  which  he 
had  entered :  three  committees  had  already 
made  full  reports  upon  this  complicated 
subject ;  and  he  was  happy  to  be  able  to 
state,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  ministers, 
immediately  after  the  recess,  to  eftect  a 
general  system  of  consolidation  for  the 
treasury  departments  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  which  he  hoped  would  meet 
with  the  willing  sanction  of  both  branches 
of  the  legislature.  If  the  noble  marquis 
was  desirous  that  the  House  should  be 
provided  with  information  which  it  did 
not  now  possess,  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittees upon  the  finances  of  Ireland  might 
be  laid  upon  the  table.— Afler  all,  as  he 
Lad  before  stated,  the  great,  indeed  the 
sole  effectual  remedy  for  these  grievances 
was,  the  bettering  of  the  state  of  the  poor, 
which  liad  been  much  retarded  by  the 
non-residence  of  persons  of  fortune,  and 
which,  next  to  education,  would  most 
tend  to  the  civilization  of  the  natives  of 
Ireland.  He  admitted  the  pressing  nature 
of  this  question,  and  the  importance  of 
rendering  Ireland  a  source  of  riches  and 
of  strength  ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  a 
single  practical  object  could  be  attained 
by  the  motion  of  the  noble  marquis.  The 
intervention  of  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment might  excite  expectations  that  could 
not  be  realized,  and  perhaps  retard  if  not 
defeat  the  very  object  in  view,  by  an  im- 
prudent ()recipitation  of  remedies  of  dow 
but  certain  operation.  . 
(  VOL.  XXXIII. ) 


The  Earl  of  Rossl^i  thought,  that  as  it 
seemed  generally  agreed  that  the  only 
mode  of  remedying  the  evils  of  Ireland 
was  by  the  introduction  of  good  and  wise 
laws,  a  committee  was  the  best  place  for 
taking  into  consideration  what  laws  would 
be  most  wise  and  most  beneficial.  The 
noble  earl  had  quoted  a  very  striking 
passage  from  an  eloquent  writer  on  the 
state  of  Scotland  a  century  ago ;  but,  ad- 
mitting that  Fletcher  of  Saltoun  had  given 
an  unexaggerated  statement  of  the  tliea 
condition  of  his  countrymen,  he  would 
refer  the  noble  lord,  with  the  full  benefits 
of  this  concession,  to  the  state  of  Scotland 
previous  to  tlic  period  alluded  to.  He 
would  ask  him,  what  had  been  the  cause 
of  the  general  disorder,  of  the  profligate 
contempt  of  the  decencies,  and  affections^ 
and  moral  feelings  of  social  life?  The 
noble  lord,  if  he  had  looked  back,  would 
have  found  that  this  frightful  catalogue  of 
vices  was  to  be  traced  to  the  misconduct 
of  the  government.  Such  a  state  of  so- 
ciety was  the  natural  result  of  a  tyran- 
nical government,  acting  upon  a  brave 
and  determined  people  whose  religioa 
they  insulted  and  endeavoured  to  subvert 
by  a  series  of  the  most  cruel  persecutions ; 
whose  very  worship  was  exercised  in  the 
midst  of  violence,  one  half  of  the  congre- 
gation standing  ready  armed  to  fight, 
while  the  other  half  were  praying.  Such 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  evils.  Now, 
what  had  been  the  remedies  i  The  reli- 
gion of  the  majority  was  restored :  the 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  were  reinstated  in 
their  functions :  and  the  people  were  again 
allowed  to  see  the  tranquil  re-establish- 
ment of  all  those  to  whose  advice  and  in- 
struction they  looked  up  with  confidence 
and  love,  in  one  word,  the  national 
church  was  perfectly  restored.  Those 
who  well  considered  the  subject,  would 
see  that  this,  and  not  education,  bad  beea 
the  primary  remedy  for  those  terrible 
evils.  He  was  quite  ready  to  admit  the 
great  benefits  of  the  system  of  education 
which  had  been  introcfuced,  and  thought 
it  particularly  calculated  to  be  beneficial 
from  its  connexion  with  the  national  reli- 
gion. He  did  not  mean  to  undervalue 
the  religious  establishments  of  other  coun* 
tries,  but  he  thought  that  degree  of  con- 
fident communication  between  the  pastor 
and  his  flock,  which  was  tlie  result  of  the 
Scotch  establishment,  was  the  radical 
cause  of  the  moral  habits  of  the  people. 
Now,  let  this  be  applied  to  Ireland^  apd 
he  did  not  tluok  that  the  application  would 
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tinued  oarl  Sunhope)  ibat  if  vewenttai 
division  on  iliii  point,  tbe  noble  carl'i  t^ 
□ion  voulil  be  ari  individual  one  pd  k 
side  of  tbu  House,  and  that  lie  wouUtt 
himself,  OS  1  have  oflen  done,  in  a  am 
rity  of  one."  The  fact  was.  thai  ia 
(luestioti  of  the  Veto  was  first  forced  m 
iDem  by  mistaken  ur  miactiicvoua  Cuk 
lies.  The  tirat  time  he  had  ever  hcanii 
it  was  from  the  moutli  of  the  late  Chsto 
Fox,  who  merely  stated  the  fjct  aiap 
potition  in  agitation,  without  boDem^ 
any  means  sanctioning  it  with  hi«  not 
mendation.  "  My  ansivcr,  on  that  ko 
fiion,"  said  lord  Stanhope,  *■  1  well 
ber—it  was  this,  that  I  was 
of  such  nn  ofter,  because 
me  an  unjust  and  profligate  propdtiUK 
and  I  retain  the  aante  opinion  Jti 
Would  any  man  ol'  commoa  tierm.iiii' 
religion  wtiiit  it  mny,  allow  anslU>  tf 
ijiiitc  a  dilfcrcnt  tmd  jicrliKpi 


I  sorry  to  h> 


ai0] 

1m  luvless.  He  tirmlj  believed,  that  if 
the  disabilities  arising  rrom  religion  were 
mijoved,  by  that  one  measure  more  good 
would  be  effected  than  by  almost  any 
other.  Another  allusion  had  been  made 
to  Scotland  on  the  subject  of  tithes :  it 
should  be  recollected  ttiat  a  great  relief 
had  been  extended  to  Scotland,  not  only 
with  respect  to  the  payment  ol'  tithes,  but 
OS  to  the  vexatious  mode  of  collecting 
tlifliD.  The  noble  lord  here  entered  into 
AD  elaborate  argument,  to  sliow  the  vexa- 
tious mode  of  collecting  tithes  in  Ireland, 
which  was  at  once  oppressive  and  expen- 
sive, impoverishing  and  ruimng  the  poor 
tenant,  and  operating  as  a  direct  tax  even 
on  tlie  wages  of  tlic  day-labourer. — He 
trusted  tliat  hit  statement  had  proved  tlic 
ueccasity  of  an  inquiry  into  the  tjucstion, 
since  it  so  plainly  appeared,  tbat  the  tithe 
system  was  n  much  greater  grievance 
ia  Ireland  than  in  ibis  country.  He 
thought  the  mode  of  appointing  sheriffs  in 
Ireland  a  crying  grievance,  connected  as 
it  was  with  the  grand  juries  and  all  the 
abuses  wliich  might  ariic  out  of  the  wrong 
oxGrciie  nf  their  powera.  Hu  thought 
that  Catholic  emuuci  patio  n,  ho  tv  ever 
granted,  and  under  whatever  limitatiotis, 
would,  lif  it  did  not  put  an  end  to  clamour, 
SI  least  compose  all  the  rancour  arising 
from  religious  differences.  It  would  at 
once  put  an  end  to  the  power  of  those  un- 
principled men,  who,  without  any  con- 
scientious wishes  foe  relief,  agitated  their 
country  with  clamour  for  immediate 
emancipation.  If,  after  all,  it  should  be 
determined  iliat  a  military  establishment 
was  tbo  only  mode  of  governing  Ireland, 
be  must  submit;  but  he  should  regret 
that  no  investigation  was  instituted  which 
might  hold  out  some  hope  of  relief  to  a 
people  peculiarly  accessible  to  kindness, 
and  who,  ever  open  to  the  induences  of 
gratitude,  might  be  easily  governed  by  a 
systent  of  conciliation. 

Earl  Staahopt  rose,  in  the  first  place,  to 
express  his  distinct  approbation  of  the 
opiuitHi  delivered  by  the  noble  cart  oppo- 
site, that  ii'  the  concessions  to  the  Irish 
Catholics  were  once  admitted  by  parlia- 
ment, they  should  be  given  in  a  plain  and 
simple  shnpe— meaning,  of  course,  that 
tliey  shoulii  be  unrestricted  by  cunditiona, 
and  least  of  all  by  that  odious  and  mischtev' 
ouE  accompaniment,  called  the  Veto.  Uc  | 
coD^tulated  the  noble  earl  on  the  pos-  | 

session  of  sucb  nn  ouinion,  one  in  wliitli  i  _...  

he  was  afraid  he  stood  alone  on  that  fide    100^.  and  the  claim  in  process  against  tls  I 
ot  the  HtMii  i  '•  £ur  I  aui  aDcaid  (cou-  j  person  was,  li>  this  accumuistiu^p  no  te  | 


.  J"' 
laith,  to  interfere,  either  dtrccllj  or  im^ 
rectly,  in  tlie  appointment  of  hit  la 
pastors,  and  above  all  witti  those  it  fe 
iiead  of  his  church  i  The  Culiolia  «(« 
indeed  think,  and  very  justly  too,  tlwtlili 
refusal  of  the  prayer  of  iheir  iosttii* 
was  an  act  of  injustice  ;  but  tbcyoMO 
also  feel  that  the  hint  to  grant  t^«>a 
a  vctoistical  appendage  would  be  fom 
than  injustice— and  in  fact  notlwg'lMn 
of  downright  insult." — If  thequolioao^ 
Catholic  emancipaiiou  had  no  oibet  cWcci 
of  success  than  with  Ibia  stipulstioo,  cs^ 
Stanhope  hQ\ied  that  all  sides  of  lis 
House  would  vote  against  it.  It  wu  i 
monstrous  proposition.  He  was  hsppju 
hear,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  lluii 
system  of  education  for  the  peasant:;  iF 
Ireland,  or,  indeed,  for  any  poor  set  <[ 
persons,  had  at  length  grown  into  lailiiiiti 
Tile  diffusion  of  knowledge  would  ii«  i 
great  deal  tutvards  ameliorating  the  ctn- 
dition  of  a  people.  But  in  lookiog  at  ite 
state  of  Ireland,  one  great  evil  bad  etcapti 
attention  on  the  nresent  occasiMi — be»i-! 
luded  to  the  horrid  stale  of  the  foot  pea- 
sant from  the  exaction  of  the  middlemaa 
The  laws  in  this  respect  were  Uriible— 
they  allowed  the  middleman  not  only  10 
comedown  on  the  occupying  tenant fK 
nn  arrcar  of  rent,  but  also  on  tlie  ot^ 
intermediate  owners,  through  whom  li" 
possession  descended  ;  so  tbat  the  tentiit 
in  possession  was  exposed  to  the  acciaav 
lated  claims  of  all  parties.  Ue  had  knon 
ivbicli  tlie  I 
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than  2|O0OL  for  this  single  transaction. 
There  was  alsa  another  bitter  grievance 
existing  in  Ireland,  it  was  of  that  class 
which  did  not  affect  property,  but  sorely 
affected  feeling — he  meant  the  counte- 
nanced insults  of  Orangemen  to  their 
Catholic  fellow  countrymen.  This  was 
carried  into  such  practical  operation,  that 
he  had  conversed  with  Catholic  priests 
and  gentlemen,  who  stated,  that  of  two 
evils,  they  would  prefer  the  getting  rid  of 
the  Orange  system  to  the  success  of  the 
emancipation  question ;  and,  indeed,  that 
sooner  than  suomit  to  the  practical  (dera- 
tion of  Orange  intolerance,  they  would 
prefer  the  re-enactment  of  the  penal  code. 
It  was  not  merely  for  their  own  outrages 
that  the  Orangemen  were  answerable,  but 
for  the  illegal  associations  which,  in  their 
turn,  they  engendered.  The  Oran^man 
excluded  from  the  society  all  but  his  own 
dass ;  the  Ribbonman  followed  the  same 
example ;  and  so  both  went  on  from  one 
lawless  outrage  to  another,  until  they 
hardly  left  the  country  worth  living  in*— 
So  much  for  party  politics  in  Ireland !  As 
to  the  question  of  tithes  they  were  quite 
on  a  different  footing  in  Ireland  to  that 
which  they  held  in  this  country:  they 
presented  a  wide  field  of  inquiry  which 
ought  to  be  explored.  It  was  said  that 
th^  were  necessary  for  the  permanence 
of  the  church  establishment :  that  might 
be  the  fact,  though  he  did  not  think  so. 
Indeed,  he  would  support  the  church  in 
quite  a  different  manner — he  would  not 
call  on  the  Catholic  and  dissenting  popu- 
lation of  Ireland,  who  were  in  the  ratio  of 
ten  to  one  to  the  Protestant, 'to  come  for- 
ward and  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  church  in  which  they  never  set  their 
foot.  He  would  adopt  a  much  easier  and 
a  safer  mode  of  supporting  the  church : 
he  would  take  the  plan  of  the  late  lord 
Melville,  when  he  was  Henry  Dundas.—- 
It  was  an  admirable  plan,  and  quite  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  the  noble  marquis—it 
was  in  the  phrase  of  the  shrewd  Scotch- 
man, no  less  than  this—-"  that  the  best 
way  of  securing  the  permanence  of  the 
church  establishment  was,  by  placing  it 
on  the  rock  of  poverty"  [A  laugh,  as  earl 
Stanhope  delivered  this  sentence  in  a 
broad  Scotch  dialect,  in  imitation  of  the 
late  lord  Melville]. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  did  not  see  how 
any  practical  advantage  could  arise  from 
the  proposed  committee.  When  he  said 
^is,  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
greatest  attention  should  not  be  paid  to 


the  acknowledged  distresses  of  Ireland. 
At  the  same  time  it  should  be  recollected, 
that  the  whole  of  Ireland  was  not  in  that 
state  of  extreme  distress  and  agitation. 
The  north  of  Ireland  was  tranquil,  and,  in 
respect  to  its  agriculture,  more  flourishing 
than  many  districts  in  England.      One 

great  imperfection  wanted  remedy ;  and 
e  was  the  more  anxious  to  mention  it, 
because  it  had  not  been  touched  upon  by 
the  noble  marquis.  He  alluded  to  the 
state  of  the  revenue  laws,  which  were,  he 
conceived,  productive  of  much  of  the 
moral  evils  of  Ireland.  On  the  subject  of 
Catholic  emancipation,  he  would  merely 
say,  that  though  he  did  not  expect  that 
the  removal  of  disabilities  would  dissipate 
all  the  troubles  of  Ireland,  yet  he  thought 
the  question  should  be  immediately  ad* 
justed  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  concurred  in  opi- 
nion with  the  noble  lord  who  had  lasS 
spoken,  as  to  the  vices  which  were  fostered 
by  the  revenue  laws  in  Ireland.  Although 
many  persons  might  be  rather  too  san« 
guine  in  their  expectations  of  what  might 
be  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  par« 
liameht,  yet  still  the  distress  of  the  coun« 
try  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  induce  their 
lordships  to  entertain  the  proposition.  He 
was  convinced  that  nothing  would  tend  so 
much  to  restore  tranquillity  to  Ireland,  aa 
setting  to  rest  the  question  of  Catholic 
emancipation.  That  boon,  so  much  de- 
sired by  tlie  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  so 
necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  empire  at 
larse,  was  founded  on  the  immutable  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  and  must  eventually  be 
granted.  The  sooner,  therefore,  it  waa 
granted  the  better. 

The  Earl  ofBlemngton  observed,  that 
the  Catholic  question  was  not  applicable 
to  Ireland  alone;  but  when  introduced 
into  the  House  should  be  treated  as  em- 
bracing also  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Eng- 
land. The  distresses  of  Ireland  could  not» 
he  said,  by  any  possibihty,  be  traced  to 
that  question.  He  complimented  the 
clergy  of  Ireland,  particulariy  the .  bench 
of  bishops,  and  declared  that  the  tithes 
were  levied  in  that  country  in  a  manner 
as  little  distressing  as  possible.  He  did 
not  think  that  a  commutation  of  tithes 
would  be  attended  with  any  advantage. 
He  stated,  that  in  Ireland  much  disadvan- 
tage arose  from  there  being  several  trading 
magistrates,  who  held  shops  for  justice, 
and  sold  it  at  sixpence  or  a  shilling  a  head. 
He  thought  the  present  distillery  laws 
should  be  repealed ;  die  whole  system  waa 


8fi3]  HOIISE  OF  LORDS,  The 
oppnmivc,  ami  could  never  be  effective, 
M  th?  U't  ctiaracler  an  Irishman  would 
adopt  WM  thai  of  on  inlormer.     In  C0D«e- 

JiMnce,  (liiiely-nine  innocent  persons  paid 
IT  me  guilty.  Bui  to  think  of  pri:vent- 
ing  the'  Irisli  from  dfinking  whiskey,  wwi 
Blto^filier  out  of  the  question.  He  agreed 
with  the  noble  marquis,  that  the  system  of 
srand  jury  presentments  was  extremely 
aisgraccful,  nnd  one  merely  of  jobbing,  on 
ihc  principle  of  "  give  tne  one  road  and 
I'll  givt»  you  another."  He  thought  the 
hearth  money  irnt  required  revision,  nnd 
that  thv  rich  should  pay  instead  of  the 
poor. 

Lord  tifdetdale  satd,  he  could  not  agree 
with  llie  ubservations  which  had  fallen 
from  Hurue  noble  lurdi  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  ihut  the  mere  improvement  in  the 
educitinn  of  ilie  people  of  Ireland,  would 
RGiwmplith  all  the  objects  so  ardently  de- 
sired. It  was  lo  bo  remembered,  that 
thsTO  were  other  circumstances  which 
OMTtted  upon  the  minds  of  the  lower 
classes  of  thdt  country,  which  no  improve- 
ment in  education  could  reach,  unless  they 
could  niao  remove  a  number  of  strong 
jirviudiceH.  Those  circumstances  took 
their  arigiu  as  far  bade  as  the  commence- 
ment of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  period 
when  Ireland  became  a  conquered  coun- 
try. In  using  the  words  "  a  conquered 
country,"  he  begged  to  be  understood  as 
applying  them  in  no  invidious  sense,  but 
«nly  in  the  same  manner  tis  we  now  his- 
torically mentioned  the  conquest  of  Eng- 
land by  the  Norcnans.  To  that  remote 
period  might  be  traced  the  seeds  of  most 
of  those  disorders  which  had  so  long  dis- 
tracted the  tranquillity  and  retarded  the 
prosperity  of  Ireland.  During  that  long 
&nd  eventful  interval,  no  measures  had 
been  taken  to  bring  the  people  of  Ireland 
under  a  due  and  salutary  obedience  to  the 
laws.  That  obedience  they  never  had 
practised  \  that  obedience  they  did  not 
even  now  practise;  and  hence  the  turbu- 
lence and  iliequiet  which  incessantly  pre- 
vailed. The  want  of  that  obedience  had 
been  observed  and  laraentud.evenasfar  back 
as  the  commencement  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  when  it  was  stated  as  a  matter  of 
complaint  and  regret  by  sir  John  Davie, 
wlu>  was  attorney-general  to  James  1st. 
The  first  and  great  object  therefore  that 
ought  to  occupy  the  atti:ntioa  of  any  le- 
gislature, which  was  sincerely  anxious  to 
ameliuiQie  the  condition  of  Ireland,  ought 
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country,   the  x'lch,  ai  well 
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Mar^uii  nf  Buckingham' t  Motion 
under  a  pmpcr  obedience  to  the  ItK 
Thrre  might  be  a  difference  of  optniai 
to  the  beat  mode  of  accomptkhine  Da 
object,  hut  he  believed  tliere  could  b 
none  as  lo  the  necesstiy  of  the  otij« 
Itself,  for  until  it  was  acconipbihcd,  Iki 
would  never  be  able  lo  s&cct  Uie  pen 
and  iranquillily  of  that  country,  fimbt 
source  uf  the  disturbed  state  in  which  iii 
generally  existed,  might  be  found  intbcp 
neral  Lixity  of  some  of  the  minor  dutiat 
domestic  life.  He  would  vcnturauifia 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  Uiat  iIk 
was  n  deliciency  in  the  educoliongtb 

[leople  of  Ireland,  from  the  highest  tcik 
awesl.  So  general  was  that  ddkitn; 
that  even  the  proper  obedience  *kiiii 
son  owed  lo  his  father  was  never  piiillj 
the  former  had  advanced  lo  s  oetoisp* 
riod  of  life,  and  it  was  a  conimM  Ae> 
vation,  that  an  Irish  peasaot  nerercncWli 
obedience  from  his  son,  till  he  wuo^i 
of  Iflhour,  and  then  the  first  opcrvtioan. 
lo  knock  him  down,  in  order  to  raalufa ' 
work.  The  education,  iq  fact,  which  Ai 
people  of  that  country  required,  «bm 
merely  to  learn  reading  and  writisgibl 
to  acquire  good  morals,  correct  Mlionii 
conduct,  a  sense  of  obedienc«CotbaKti| 
whom  they  owed  obedience,  and  a  £0^ 
disposition  towards  the  govenuwat-  ^ 
followed,  as  a  matter  of  course.  iW  mien 
men  paid  no  respect  to  the  Iain,  the  I*" 
could  ncvur  be  vigorously  or  impartiaDt 
executed ;  and  the  consequence  nsi  i^ 
every  man  endeavoured  to  protect  binsd^ 
either  by  fraud,  by  violence,  or  by  bk- 
hood,  because  he  knew  that  the  Uw«(^  j 
not  protect  him.  Prejudice*  like  ibaib 
and  others  which  he  would  notdetaio^ 
lordships  by  enumerating,  required  toti ' 
removed,  before  it  was  poeuble  that  Ii» 
land  could  enjoy  the  same  tranquillity irf 
prosperity  as  were  possessed  by  EngW; 
they  were  indeed  of  euch  a  cnaracter,  » 
active  in  their  operation,  eo  deep  roott^  \ 
and  so  violent,  that  they  were  utieHy  'if  I 
compatible  with  every  tiling  like  the  i«pase 
and  welfare  of  the  country.  AgreatdctI 
had  been  said  by  several  noble  lords  r» 
pecting  the  nomination  of  aheriSi  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  consequent  administrUNS 
of  the  law.  Certainly,  he  was  willing  n> 
admit  lliat  there  was  a  corrupt  admioii- 
Iration  of  tlie  taw  in  the  executioo  t^ 
writs,  &c.  by  the  persons  who  exerciK^ 
that  office,  and  during  the  time  tlial  In 
lilled  a  high  official  situation  in  Uie  coun- 
try, ho  had  found  it  oecessary,  on  nusT  . 
uci;aaions,  freely  to  aaimadvsft  upon  iIm 
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subject.  He  believed,  also,  that  those 
noble  lords  who  had  any  opportunity  of 
being  acquainted  with  the  facts,  would  do 
liim  the  justice  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
never  shrunk  from  the  exercise  of  his 
duty  on  such  occasions,  and  that  he  did 
procure  an  obedience  to  the  law  in  that 
respect,  much  beyond  what  had  formerly 
been  attained.  He  was,  however,  most 
-willing  to  admit,  that  upon  that  subject 
some  interference  on  the  part  of  the  legis- 
lature was  loudly  called  for. — As  to  the 
committee  proposed  by  the  noble  marquis 
who  had  brought  forward  the  motion,  so 
£ar  as  that  committee  was  to  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  the  Catholic  claims,  he  would 
remind  their  lordships  that  they  had  already 
cListiDctly  refused  a  committee  for  such  a 
purpose,  because  it  was  a  subject  which 
could  not  possibly  derive  any  benefit  from 
a  preliminary  discussion  in  a  committee. 
The  proper,,  and  the  only  way  of  consi- 
dering it,  would  be  by  bringing  forward  a 
distinct  and  specific  proposition,  for  a 
distinct  and  specific  measure;  that  was 
the  only  beneficial  mode  of  proceeding, 
and  that  decision  had  been  repeatedly 
given. — The  next  topic  to  which  he  should 
advert  was  that  of  tithes— a  most  impor- 
tant one  in  every  point  of  view^  as  con- 
nected with  Ireland.  He  happened,  him- 
self, to  be  a  tithe-owner,  and  being  so,  he 
knew  something  of  the  evils  belonging  to 
the  system  as  it  now  existed.  He  knew, 
also,  that  it  was  a  system  which,  in  its 
present  operation,  was  the  cause  of  great 
and  continual  irritation.  When  he  held 
his  official  situation  in  Ireland,  he  had 
devoted  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  his 
time  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject, 
in  the  hope  that  he  might  be  able,  by 
means  of  his  own  efforts,  united  with  the 
suggestions  of  others,  to  do  something  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Catholic  peasantry  of 
that  country.  At  that  time,  a  proposition 
was  communicated  to  him  (he  believed 
the  idea  ori^nated  with  Dr.  Sturges)  for 
a  commutation  of  the  tithes  upon  the 
following  plan: — It  was  proposed  that  a 
commission  should  be  appointed  to  value 
the  tithes  of  every  parish  in  Ireland  for 
21  years:  at  the  expiration  of  that  period, 
a  fresh  commission  should  be  appointed, 
and  so  on  at  the  respective  termmation  of 
each  seven  years.  The  amount  of  the 
tithes  so  valued  was  to  be  qharsed  upon 
the  parish,  and  their  value  raised  by  a 
rate  or  assessment,  like  any  other  paro- 
chial tax.  He  even  went  so  far  as  ^ 
irame  an  act^  founded  upon  that  principle, 


and  embracing  its  fundamental  character. 
He  afterwards  submitted  it  to  the  opinion 
of  government,  but  what  became  of  it, 
when  the  administration  was  changed,  he 
knew  not.  In  drawing  up  the  act  he  saw 
many  general  objections  which  might  be 
made  to  its  principle,  but  still  it  appeared 
to  him  as  the  most  feasible  plan  of  any 
which  had  come  under  his  notice,  because 
it  secured  a  compensation  for  tlie  tithes 
that  were  to  be  commuted,  which  in- 
creased in  its  value,  in  proportion  to  the 
increasing  value  of  the  products  of  the 
land.  Certainly,  signal  advantage  would 
be  gained  to  Ireland  from  some  mode  of 
commutation  or  other,  but  he  must  say, 
that  so  fiur  as  his  own  experience  went, 
he  found  the  landed  gentlemen  of  the 
country  more  averse  to  any  commutation 
than  the  clergy  themselves  were.— -With 
respect  to  the  general  question  of  the  state 
of  Ireland,  though  he  could  not  agree*  to 
the  present  motion,  he  trusted  that  the 
government  and  the  legislature  would  da 
something  for  its  relief  and  amelioration* 
Above  all,  he  hoped  that  they  would  en- 
deavour to  secure  obedience  to  the  laws 
in  every  part.  He  was  aware,  the  go- 
vernment alone,  could  not  effect  all  that 
was  required :  Uiey  could  not  accomplish 
the  necessary  improvement  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  people,  without  receiving  as- 
sistance from  the  people  themselves.  No 
one  could  be  more  averse  than  he  was,  to 
the  idea,  that  the  population  of  Ireland 
should  be  taucht  to  look  up  to  a  military 
force  as  the  only  means  for  their  protec- 
tion. He  remonstrated  against  that  doc- 
trine when  he  was  in  Ireland,  he  would 
remonstrate  against  it  now;  he  would 
ratlier  that  the  people  should  be  taught  to 
look  to  Uie  magistracy  of  the  country, 
that  they  should  be  taught  to  seek  their 
own  happiness  in  the  due  support  and  the 
due  administration  of  the  laws.  It  was  by 
those  means,  and  by  those  means  alone^ 
in  his  (pinion,  that  any  real,  any  practical, 
any  permanent  benefit  could  be  obtained 
for  Ireland ;  but  he  did  not  see  how  that 
end  could  be  accomplished  by  going  into 
the  committee  proposed  by  the  noble 
marquis,  and  therefore,  conceiving  the 
appointment  of  such  a  committee  woulti 
not  answer  the  professed  object  it  had  in 
view,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  vote 
against  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  sM,  that  if  any 
additional  arguments  were  needed  to 
show  the  propriety  of  his  noble  friend's 
motioDi  those  arguments  might  be  found 
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of  education  nmang  the  lover  ch 
Ireland  would  accomplish  all  tliat 
wanted.  He  thought  ihey  had  waited 
long  «>oui;h.  for  they  had  waited  during 
centuries.  Besides,  it  hud  been  declared 
that  night,  that  no  people  irero  better 
cducfttM  tlian  the  Iriiti,  and  yet  the  state 
of  Ireland  was  yearly  groining  worse  and 
wonc.  It  was  a  fair  prrsuroption,  there* 
fiSre,  that  education  alone  would  not  do 
whM  was  nccessnry  for  her  welfare  and 
repotc.  Catholic  emancipation  nas,  by 
BOme,  regarded  n  a  certain  remedy,  whilo 
otliers  contended  ilint  the  concession  of 
thM  (]uestion  would  only  parliatly 
the  e»ils  com jil Billed  nf.  Where  coulil 
ihojc  conflicting  opinions  be  belli 
ciled  than  in  a  committee,  nnd  surely  the 
miwniiude  of  the  intcrcsti  at  !<takc  would 
at  least  JHslifv  'I'c  trial.  With  respect  to 
tithes,  upon  which  »o  much  had  been  said, 
and  which  wiis  indeed  a  niuet  imponant 
point  for  consideration,  as  affecting  (he 
present  disturbed  state  of  Ireland,  he 
thought  tliBt  House  ought  to  pause  before 
they  determined  that  no  praclical  remedy 
could  be  found  in  the  inquiries  of  a  com- 
mittee. Ireland  was  in  a  moat  cstraordi- 
naiT  and  anomalous  condition  in  regard 
to  her  religion.  The  larger  part  of  her 
population  was  catholic,  and  the  ministers 
towards  whose  support  they  were  required 
to  contribute,  was  of  a  different  persua- 
sion. He  believed  there  wis  no  country 
in  the  world  where  such  an  anomaly  ex- 
isted ;  and  be  was  quite  sure  that  it  could 
not  continue  permanent,  coneislently  with 
the  tranquillity  and  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tion. He  was  far  from  wishing  that  any 
system  should  be  adopted  which  would 
aflect  the  rights  of  property.  He  admitted 
those  rights,  as  to  tithes,  to  be  vested 
in  the  potron  or  incumbent;  and  they 
ought  to  bo  respected.  It  was  argued 
that  they  could  not,  in  justice,  call  upon 
individuals  to  raakc  a  sacril^ce.  If  the 
safety  of  the  state  absolutely  required  such 
a  sacrifice,  he,  for  one,  should  consider  the 
government  failed  in  its  duly  if  it  did  not 
enforce  it ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  had 
little  doubt  it  would  be  possible  to  devise 
soon  measure  which  aboiild  reliere  the 


might  propose.  It  was  contended  <kr 
the  labours  of  a  committee  would  bes' 
protracted,  that  it  would  be  impossiUi; 
foresee  their  termination.  He  dodn 
whether  there  would  be  aucb  an  indtte 
eKtcufiion  of  inquiry;  but  one  tbiafi 
least  was  certain,  that  if  iher  nerer  bqi' 
they  would  never  end  [Hear,  bar!!: 
(irant  the  committee;  and  after  thelifit 
of  a  few  weola  they  would  then  p«kvi 
bo  oltte  to  determine  its  utilitj^  ^"T' 
thing  which  he  had  that  night  liMiiyiwiil 
the  iiecetfily  of  inquiry.  He  tboipt^l 
case  made  out  by  the  noble  mar^  • 
answerably  strong :  but  really  be  waiaw 
nlmort  tempted  to  consider  it  as  *(A^ 
insiiflicioni,  compared  tvith  the  at^pnw 
ofthc  noble  lords  opposite.  Their  objco 
was  the  same ;  they  only  ditlirred  sbod 
the  means.  If  tbey  w-ailed  till  a  bin  c 
bills  were  brought  in  by  any  iadiridail 
with  a  view  to  remedy  particular  Anucbfl 
of  the  evil  complained  of,  Aif  migbt 
wait  long  enough.  No  bill  «niU  ta^i 
any  chance  of  success  which  did  not  ori- 
ginate in  a  CDuiprelieasive  view  of  tha 
great  subject,  and  be  wished  to  trr  itr 
experiment,  if  it  were  only  for  the  sia  4 
variety.  He  had  no  doubt  they  wnidJ  i 
receive  the  cordial  support  of  tbe  p<o^ 
for  whom  they  legislated,  if  they  tf 
plied  themselves  to  the  task  diligenUynl 
with  sincerity. 

Lord  St.  Ocrmains  said,  that  in  his  up 
nion  the  mode  of  inquiry  proposed  br  ^ 
noble  marquis  was  not  such  a  one  as  ttdi 
House  ought  to  adopt,  because  it  did  not 
seem  calculated  to  attain  the  desired  ob-  { 
ject. 

Lord  Hu/laiid  observed,  tint  it  wae  not 
bis  intention  to  enter  at  any  great  lengtt 
into  the  vast  variety  of  topics  which  hsd 
been  brought  forward,  but  barely  to  stsU 
tlie  nature  of  the  question  then  bebee 
their  lordships.  If  ever  there  was  a  t^ 
upon  which  a  motion  such  as  that  propouJ 
by  his  noble  friend  was  fit  to  be  acceded 
to,  it  was  the  present  one,  which  calkd 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  Irelsnd. 
He  was  the  more  persuaded  of  its  necM- 
aity,  from  tU  thu  had  fiiScn  from  tftn 
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side  of  the  House  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate. No  one  denied  that  ereat  evils 
existed;  no  one  denied  that  Uiose  evils 
required  a  remedy ;  they  only  differed  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  remedies,  and,  in 
some  instances^  as  to  the  causes  that  had 
produced  the  evils.  If  they  rejected  the 
motion  of  the  noble  marquis,  Ireland 
would  have  great  reason  to  complain  of 
their  injustice.  After  having  united  the 
parliaments  of  the  two  kingdoms  upon  a 
solemn  promise  to  do  away  all  the  injuries 
that  had  so  long  aggrieved  the  sister  coun- 
try, we  were  now,  at  the  end  of  sixteen 
years  from  the  adoption  of  Uiat  measure, 
to  send  an  army  of  25,000  men  to  re-con- 
quer that  unhappy  nation  [Hear,  hear !]. 
It  had  been  the  curse  of  Ireland  to  have 
bad  governmcntSi  and  a  large  proportion 
of  her  sufferings  and  discontent  was  to  be 
traced  to  that  cause  [Hear,  hear !].  Her 
claim  to  be  heard  was  unequivocally 
strong  and  imperative.  We  had,  by  force, 
by  menace,  and  by  seduction,  deprived 
her  of  her  legislature ;  we  had  united  her 
with  ourselves ;  we  were  bound  to  watch 
over  her  prosperity  with  the  same  zeal  and 
anxiety  that  we  watched  over  our  own. 
Whatever  arguments  might  have  been  for* 
merly  urged  against  inquiry  and  reforma- 
tion, could  not  be  urged  at  present.  We  were 
now  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  and  there 
was  nothing  to  prevent  tlicm  from  going 
into  a  solemn  and  deliberate  inquiry.  The 
necessity  of  inquiry  was  allowed  by  all, 
and  it  was  refused  only  because  those  who 
called  for  it  were  not  prepared  to  hnng 
forward  specific  remedies.  He  confessed, 
for  his  own  part,  that  he  had  no  nostrum 
to  propose,  but  did  it  therefore  follow  that 
it  was  impossible  to  alleviate  the  calamities 
tliat  afHicted  Ireknd?  He  thought  one 
great  measure  of  conciliation  would  be  to 
grant  catholic  emancipation,  but  a  noble 
and  learned  lord  considered  tliat  question 
as  unfit  to  be  agitated  in  a  committee,  be- 
cause (heir  lordships,  on  a  former  occasion, 
had  determined  not  to  refer  it  to  one. 
Some  other  noble  lord  might  have  a  dif- 
ferent remedy  to  propose,  but  unless  every 
thing  was  specifically  stated  in  the  first 
instance,  all  motions  for  a  committee  were 
to  be  rejected.  While  such  arguments 
prevailed,  what  chance  was  there  that  Ire- 
land would  ever  be  relieved— what  proba- 
bility that  she  would  cease  to  be  perse- 
cuted? [Hear,  hear!]  He  used  the  word 
persecuted,  for  none  other  could  correctly 
designate  our  oonduct  towards  her.  Could 
any  noble  lord  who  heard  him,  conscienti- 


ously afHrro  that  wo  were  not  the  persecu- 
tors of  the  Irish  people  ?  Was  it  no  per- 
secution, was  it  no  oppression,  that  they 
-should  behold  themselves  nominally  con- 
nected with  afree  govemment,andyet  be  told 
that  they  were  to  enjoy  no  participation  in 
the  oflices  of  that  government?  He  thought 
that  prohibition  a  great  calamity  to  Ire- 
land :  he  thought  it  a  much  greater  cala- 
mity to  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  it  was 
deeply  to  be  lamented,  for  the  sake  of  the 
interests  of  the  established  church,  that 
the  question  of  catholic  emancipation  was 
not  put  at  rest  before  the  union  of  the  two 
countries  [Hear,  hear!].  He  was  sure 
that  many  persons  voted  for  that  measure 
•upon  a  firm  belief  that  the  claims  of  the 
catholics  would  be  conceded.  A  nobl6 
and  learned  lord  had  argued,  that  when  aU 
the  evils  which  afflicted  Ireland  were 
properly  developed,  and  when  the  re« 
medies  for  those  evils  were  suggested,  it 
would  then  be  a  fit  occasion  for  going 
into  an  inquiry ;  but  that  till  then,  inquiry 
would  only  have  a  tendency  to  inflame  the 
public  mind,  by  raising  hopes  which  per* 
naps  would  ultimately  be  disappointed. 
He  did  not  think  any  rational  hopes  would 
be  disappointed  if  a  committee  were 
granted,  and  if  the  committee  went  ho- 
nestly and  fairly  into  the  business.  But 
why  was  the  oniu  of  finding  remedies  cast 
upon  that  side  of  the  House  ?  Did  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  himself  suggest 
any  during  the  time  that  he  filled  a  high 
and  important  office  in  that  country  ? 
Has  he  proposed  any  since  he  returned, 
and  since  he  has  been  receiving  (honour- 
ably receiving,  he  admitted)  the  salary  of 
an  ex-chancellor?  In  fact,  however,  the ' 
true  course  would  be  to  proceed  by  in- 
quiry, to  ascertain  the  causes,  the  extent, 
and  the  nature  of  the  evils,  and  then  to 
provide  such  remedies  as  might  seem  best 
calculated  to  remove  or  ameliorate  them. 
It  was  their  duty  to  do  that,  or  else  why 
did  they  sit  at  all  ?  There  was  a  period, 
he  believed,  in  the  history  of  this  country, 
when  their  lordships  were  voted  useless 
and  vexatious  [Hear,  hear !  and  a  laugh] ; 
and  really,  if  the  doctrines  which  he  had 
heard  that  night  were  to  be  acted  upon 
permanently,  he  should  not  be  surprised 
if  they  were  again  to  be  voted  useless 
[Hear!].  At  least  they  would  deserve 
to  be  so  voted  in  his  opinion.  The  ques- 
tion was  one  of  great  and  vital  importance 
to  the  general  welfare,  of  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  but  it  was  for  government  to  origi- 
nate the  necessary  inquiry,  because  it  wss 
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only  by  iu  sanction  aiid  efforu  that  any 
(inKtical  benefit*  coultl  result.  Tliesyileni 
of  tilhcH  WM  nn  enormous  source  of  irri- 
tation ttnd  (litcoiiteiit,  yet  it  had  been  re- 
^reiented  by  a  right  reverend  prelate  ns 
torniing  a  close  relation  between  the  estn- 
blithed  church  and  Ihe  raais  of  the  Irish 
people.  It  miffht  form  a  close  relation ; 
but  he  should  like  tn  know  whether  it  was 
an  amicable  one^  He  should  like  to  be 
infunned  what  principle  or  conciliation 
there  was  in  Inking  llie  tenth  part  of  the 
produce  a(  a  poor  cotter's  potato  garden, 
la  aupport  the  mtniaters  ofa  religion  which 
faeqoiilicr  proFemwd nor  believwlf  [Hear, 
hoat'lj  In  truth,  the  situation  of  Ireland 
ifitli  respect  to  our  eccleHiastical  cha- 
ncier, was  absolutely  without  precedent, 
and  it  was  one  that  never  could  be  pro- 
ductive of  any  good.  He  did  not  wish 
to  invade  the  rights  of  property;  but  the 
property  of  the  church,  lilce  every  other 
species  of  proijerty  in  tliia  country,  whs 
li^lc  to  regulntioi)  and  modilicaiion  by 
the  nets  of  the  legislature.  As  a  proof 
thftt  it  was  GO  in  Ireland,  he  need  only  re> 
■nind  their  lordships  that  the  Irish  parlia* 
caent,  by  abolishing  the  tithes  of  agist- 
ment, not  only  unjustly  drove  the  tithe 
collector  from  the  pastures  of  the  rich,  to 
the  gardens  of  the  poor,  but  essentially 
altered  the  whole  nature  and  eftect  of  the 
■vitem  nf  tithes.  As  an  act  of  justice, 
therefore,  as  an  act  of  wisdom,  of  policy, 
and  of  expediency,  nay,  as  an  act  of  grace 
to  Irelana,  lie  exhorted  their  lordships  not 
to  reject  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend, 
for  inquiry.  The  causes  of  the  calamities 
n-hich  w^ghcd  down  that  unhappy  coun- 

a,  they  ail  acknowledged  to  exist  sotne- 
ere;  their  nature  must  be  examined 
into.  It  vas  impossible  that  things  could 
go  01)  much  longer  in  the  way  they  had 
done.  The  whole  state  of  Ireland,  in  her 
political,  her  civil,  her  religious  condition, 
must  come,  sooner  or  later,  before  their 
lordships;  and  in  no  way  could  it  come  so 
beneHcially,  qm  by  a  deliberate  and  solemn 
inquiry  of  the  imperial  parliament.  They 
would  then  see  what  the  evils  were,  and 
they  iTould  then  be  able  to  ascertain  what 
remedies  lliey  required,  and  of  those  re- 
medics  what  were  capable  of  being  re- 
duced to  practice.  Once  more,  therefore, 
he  implored  their  lordships,  as  they  valued 
iheir  own  character,  as  they  vrtliicd  the 
tranquillity  and  repose  of  Ireland,  as  they 
valued  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Bri- 
lidli  empire,  lo  accede  to  the  motion  of  the 
nuble    aiurquts     [^liear,  bear! J. 


Lord  Orenvi/lc  aaid,  ho  could  n«  mlr 
the  present  quest  ion  to  gft  to  adiviiiunmb' 
out  declaring  his  sctitimenis  upon  it;  ai 
he  would  argue  for  an  inquiry,  not  awt^ 
upon  the  ground  of  propriety,  but  v^ 
the  ground  of  absolute  nccewiiy  It 
entreated  ihcir  lorriKhips  lo  conaidtr  * 
situation  in  which  they  stood  h^theK 
of  union,  which  made  Ireland  an  tnttfil 
part  of  the  whole  kin}>dom.  They  »r 
not  called  upon  to  legislate  for  (iteilik: 
tain  only,  but  for  Ibe  United  Kin^ 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  [Rm,: 
hear!].  There  was  no  part  of  thebf 
dom  which  railed  more  loudly  fortbet 
terferencc  of  parliament,  than  InW 
there  were  no  individuals  iti  the  coon 
nity  whose  case  was  more  entitled !«(» 
sideration  than  the  population  of  tta 
country.  They  had  indeed,  i  awof 
claim  upon  our  justice.  Everj  pat  ot 
the  soil  of  Ireland,  every  person  uhifaia' 
ing  that  soil,  were  justitiea  in  ■MbR|;l^ 
dress — not  soliciting  it  as  a  bom  it  As 
hands,  but  demanding  it  as  a  right  [Hv. 
hcarlj.  Why  did  they  unite  wrih  ^ 
unless  they  meant  to  give  heraunitnt 
the  advantages,  a  participation  in  Ihccc- 
stilutinn  of  this  country,  as  well  s)  in  '^' 
name?  When  they  consummated  lis' 
union,  they  were  bound,  in  the  tkltt  a) 
God  and  man,  to  provide  for  the  MfH 
neSB  of  that  country,  and  oolea  viej' 
fiiithfuily  discharged  tlial  dutj,  th(» 
usurped  a  power  over  it  which  ihej  W 
no  right  to  exercise  [|Hear,  hear!].  IV 
question  then  before  them  was  «^ 
whether  a  possible  ease  for  intetfenin 
had  been  made  out.  Good  God !  a  f^ 
ble  case  made  out!  It  was  proved t( 
facts,  which  no  one  altcmpted  lo  coaf 
vert,  that  one-third  of  thepeopleforita 
they  had  to  legislate,  were  in  a  tf 
little  short  of  actual  rebellion:  ■!  ** 
proved  that  the  tranquillity  of  tbecourtn 
could  be  maintained  only  by  the  preseoff 
of  an  army  double  the  number  (nal  iai 
ever  befiire  been  kept  up  there  in  a  tim*  I 
of  peace,  and  yet  it  was  doubted  wbetbe } 
a  possible  case  for  inquiry  bad  been  rati 
out!  [Hear.hear!].  Without  the  presene 
of  that  armed  force,  it  was  undeniable  tlw 
no  property,  no  life,  could  be  safe;  j*  i 
tice  herselt  could  not  fulfil  her  functKD  I 
unless  armed  with  bayonets.  The  ifif 
cultural  distress  of  the  country  was  eoiF- 
mous,  and  called  for  ilu?  strongest  renx- 
dies.  The  system  of  tithes  vfjs  om>W' 
sive,  and  ought  to  be  reformed.  1^ 
bad  been  told,  that  tbe  toaaner  of  collect 
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ing  tithes  id  Ireland  was  so  totally  diffe- 
rent from  what  was  the  practice  here,  that 
no  man  born  in  England  could  form  any 
idea  of  their  grievous  and  baneful  opera- 
tion. Yet,  inquiry  was  to  be  resisted! 
Had  any  one  ventured  to  contradict  the 
statements  of  his  noble  friend  ?  But  it  was 
not  upon  those  statements  alone  that  they 
bad  to  rely.  A  noble  and  learned  lord, 
whose  authority  upon  all  points  was  en- 
titled to  the  highest  consideration,  but 
upon  the  present  one  more  peculiarl}'  so, 
had  told  them  thitt  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Ireland,  was  corrupted,  was 
poisoned  in  its  very  sources,  and  perverted 
to  purposes  inconsistent  with  the  essence 
of  justice  QHear,  hear!].  Their  lordships 
need  not  be  reminded,  that  not  only  the 
vigour  and  efficiency  of  the  laws,  but  the 
habits  and  manners  of  a  country  depended 
much  upon  the  way  in  which  they  were 
administered;   but  in  Ireland,   the  very 

f persons  summoned  those  to  determine  the 
aw,  who  afterwards  executed  it.  With 
respect  to  grand  jurors,  they  were  also 
told  that  the  performance  of  the  duties  en- 
trusted to  them  was,  in  many  instances, 
perverted  from  the  purposes  of  justice,  to 
answer  individual  purposes.  And  those 
statements  were  made,  be  it  remembered, 
not  by  those  who  proposed  the  inquiry, 
but  by  those  who  would  advise  thein  to 
remain  as  they  were,  and  abstain  from  all 
inquiry  [Hear,  hear!].  Was  it  possible 
to  conceive  any  more  monstrous  inconsis* 
tency  ?  As  to  remedies,  he  was  thoroughly 
convinced  that  no  remedy  could  be  avail- 
ing unless  the  leading  feature  of  religious 
differences  were  removed.  He  alluded  to 
catholic  emancipation,  and  the  opinion  he 
had  always  held  upon  that  subject  he  still 
retained.  He  did  not,  however,  mean  to 
go  into  that  question  at  present,  and  he 
would  only  say,  that  there  was  a  time,^  he 
most  conscientiously  believed,  when  that 
remedy,  if  it  had  been  applied,  would 
have  been  completely  e&ctual  as  to  all 
the  then  existing  evils  which  afflicted  Ire- 
land, and  would  have  prevented  all  that 
misery  to  which  the  refiisal  of  it  had  sub- 
jected her  for  the  last  sixteen  years. 
That  time,  however,  was  now  past,  and 
vain  would  be  the  hope  to  suppose  that 
they  could  now  place  themselves  in  the 
situation  in  which  they  were  when  the  act 
of  union  was  passed.  But  though  they 
could  no  longer  do  all,  it  was  yet  in  their 
power  to  do  much.  One  thing  they  cer- 
tainly might  do.  They  might  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  evil ;  they  might  stop  the 
(VOL.XXXIiL) 


accumolation  of  mischief;  they  might  yet 
prevent  that  result  to  which  the  present 
system  would  infallibly  lead — the  total 
separation  of  Ireland  from  Great  Britain 
[Ilear,  hear!].  He  would  say,  there- 
fore, that  instead  of  there  being  any  ob« 
jeclion  to  include  the  consideration  of  the 
catholic  claims  in  a  committee,  it  would 
have  been  a  narrow  and  imperfect  view  of 
the  subject,  had  that  part  of  it  been 
omitted  ;  for  without  the  removal  of  those 
disabilities,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  all  other  remedies  must  be  ineffectual 
[Hear,  hear!].  He  wished,  however,  to 
guard  against  the  idea  that  the  evils  which 
oppressed  Ireland  were  of  such  a  nature, 
that  any  particular  one  might  be  selected 
as  a  topic  for  parliamentary  interference. 
That  was  impossible.  They  were  so  com- 
plicated together,  so  inwoven  one  with 
another,  so  entangled  by  a  long  course  of 
a  bad  and  insincere  policy,  that  they  could 
not  be  disconnected.  The  inquiry,  there- 
fore, if  gone  into,  as  he  trusted  it  would, 
must  be  a  general  and  comprehensive  one;. 
Obedience  to  the  laws  was  very  properly 
regarded  as  a  principal  source  of  improve- 
ment. He  admitted  that  no  country  could 
be  tranquil  or  prosperous,  where  the  laws 
were  not  generally  obeyed;  but  before 
they  could  expect  that  general  obedience, 
the  laws  themselves  ought  to  be  made 
equal  to  all  [Hear,  hear!].  And  how 
was  that  to  be  effected  I  It  must  be  the 
work  of  parliament ;  no  government  could 
do  it.  The  authority  of  their  lordships 
must  be  interposed;  there  was  no  other 
way.  And  it  would  be  essential  to  bring 
to  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  not 
separate  and  detached  views,  but  a  general 
and  unrestricted  inquiry  into  every  part 
of  that  system,  from  the  continuance  of 
which,  bad  arisen  the  present  necessity 
for  inquiry.  Education,  about  which  so 
much  had  been  said,  and  the  effects  of 
which  he  was  far  from  having  any  disposi- 
tion to  undervalue,  might  do  some  good 
for  the  next  generation ;  but  what  benefi- 
cial influence  could  it  be  expected  to  have 
upon  the  present  one  ?  Too  much,  how- 
ever, seemed  to  be  expected  from  the 
diffusion  of  education.  The  manners  of 
a  people  were  formed  by  the  laws  under 
which  they  lived.  All  that  he  had  ever 
read,  all  that  he  had  ever  heard,  justified 
him  in  faying  down  that  maxim ;  and  he 
need  only  refer  to  this  country,  for  the 
visible  effects  produced  upon  the  manners 
and  conditions  of  a  people,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  wise  and  equal  laws.  The  noblo 
(3  11) 
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lord  concludoil  by  eurpcstly  enlrcaiing 
their  lonUtilpi  nut  to  reJLCt  llie  pcopoei- 
tion  of  h»  Dublc  relative. 

I^rd  Sidmouth  laiil.  he  trusted  their 
lord«hip(,  in  coining  to  a  deuUiun  upon 
the  ctii«Btion  then  before  them,  would  be 
Buided,  not  by  uny  views  which  the  noble 
baron  might  consider  as  the  only  onee 
culculaled  to  promote  the  interest*  of  Ire- 
land, but  by  those  genernl  and  comprehen- 
sive principles  which  could  alone  be  adopt- 
od  with  safety  upon  such  a  subject.  He 
ccrtoinly  did  object  to  the  motion  of  the 
noble  manguis,  and  he  objctled  to  it,  not 
because  the  present  condition  of  Ireland 
wu  ooa  which  did  not  demand  serious 
contideration,  but  because,  if  it  were  nc- 
ceded  to,  it  would  not  contribotc  to  the 
aocoiuphahment  of  the  deirred  object.  He 
would  itate  further,  ihut  be  opposed  the 
prcnent  motion,  not  merely  on  account  of 
the  inconvenient  delay  which  it  would  oc- 
casion, not  on  account  of  tho  trouble  it 
would  create,  or  tho  interruption  to  the 
regular  pirliamcnlary  bu^iuess  which, 
however,  was  not  wholly  to  be  disregard- 
ed, but  ronr«  twpecially  on  the  ground, 
that  bu  conceived  it  could  not  be  com- 
plied wilh,  Hiihout  reanimating,  without 
exa-perating  party  spirit  in  IreUnd,  wilh- 
out  tearing  open  wounds  which  were  just 
beginning  to  heal,  and  without  aggravaling 
those  wounds  which  were  still  bleeding. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  co  into  a  com- 
mittee, it  would  be  impossible  to  hear  wit- 
nesses at  their  bar,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  probe  the  evils  to  their  bottom,  without 
exciting  a  mass  of  discontent  in  all  ouar- 
lers,  which  would  only  heighten  aud  in- 
flame the  troubles  which  already  unhap- 
pily existed.  That  was  his  opinion  upon 
the  subject;  in  consequence  of  that  opi- 
nion he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
the  appointment  of  a  committee,  and  he 
did  not  shrink  from  avowing  it.  Another 
objection  which  he  felt  to  the  motion  of 
the  noble  martjuis  was,  that  a  sufficient 
discriminatioi)  hud  not  been  made  in  the 
diSerent  naturiis  and  characler  and  c]ua- 
lily  of  the  grievances  complained  of. 
Some  of  the  noble  lords  who  had  spoken, 
seemed  too  much  disposed  to  view  all  the 
grievances  as  permanent  and  fixed.  He 
perfectly  remembered  when  the  noble 
baron  who  spoke  last,  recommended  the 
union  with  Ireland,  in  a  speech  full  of 
eloquence,  full  of  persuasive  energy,  and 
urged  as  u  reason  for  that  measure,  the 
necessity  of  introducing  civilization  into 
that  country,  the  neceitsity  of  giving  a 
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stimulus  to  the  national  industry,  il 
recting  the  morals,  of  impsning  '" 
ledge,  and  alluring  Britiali  capiul 
Those  were  the  evils,  implied  in  d 
reciives,  which  then  existed,  aod 
to  B  certain  degree,  still  exict.  Tbttti 
still  a  want  of  civilization  :  there  iiBi 
want  of  industry,  still  a  want  of  ibif 
neral  diffusion  of  knowledge.  Tbt  n 
were  not  all  done  away :  and  Iiow,  Mm 
could  they  be  done  away  in  oo  tboti 
period  f  It  was  impossiblv  to  expto! 
even  had  thi-ir  rtmoval  not  been  reon 
by  inevitable  obstructions,  it  thoiiii 
recollected  whiit  had  been  tlic  situstiv- 
this  couDtry  since  tlie  adopiian  tifik 
measure.  We  had  been  ciiga^tcd  iaxu 
war  for  sixteen  years;  and  nliatwik 
character  of  that  war  f  He  didnttMi 
the  character  of  the  war  nwiety  milk 
rupture  of  the  pence  of  Amicna.  tevn 
its  lirst  camraenccmeiit  in  17lf3>  "M 
war  possessed  a  character,  •  natan,  K 
a  cjuuliiy,  peculiarly  calculated  tooptts 
upoo  such  a  people  us  (he  Irish;  apMfi 
more  backward  in  point  of  inrocuut^ 
than  could  perhaps  be  found  in  aiii  p* 
of  the  civilised  globe.  Thoy  were,  tbar 
fore,  wltolly  exposcil  to  tii«  fatal  inflNcao. 
of  those  pernicious  doclcines  vbieti  ib 
follyand  maduesaof  ibe  Frend) reiWo/ies 
had  generated. 


dangers  which  n 


ailditioa  10  political 
ghi  be  npprehended  fron 


membered  that  the  Iristi  were  distrscUv 
and  divided    by   religious    differencet- 
No  doubt  the  eSects    of  that  diwitm 
period  were  now  much    weakened ;  ^ 
was  it  not  to  be  apprehended,  that  tit 
embers  might  still  remain,  and  imglK  h 
kindled  into  a  dame  by  the  occurrenct  s 
particular  events^  He  entreated  their  hD^ 
ships,  therefore,  to  bear  in  oiind  those  cs- 
cumstBoces, and  some  others  connected^ 
thesituation  of  Ireland.  They  would  refleo. 
tliat  during  that  war,  Ireland  had  been  ik 
scene  of  two  rebellions,  and  twoiarasiomi 
from  the  enemy ;  and   that  it  iras  ascer- 
tained that  there  existed  a  direct connexin 
and  correspondence  between  the  leads) 
of  the  rebellion  and  the  government  if ' 
France.     Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  di 
ferment  had  wholly  subsided  2     Certnir 
not.     It  had  however  begun  to  abate,  w  ! 
no  doubt  would  continue  to  do  so,  iff  ' 
unfavourable  circumstance  should  ariMli 
prevent  it.— But  there  were  also  caused' 
recent  date  to  which  the  present  uosel^  i 
stateof  Ireland  might  be  largely  at  triboiei  i 
He  alluded  to  iBe  agriciutunJ  diiUtf  1 
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which  was  felt  throughout  that  country, 
as  it  was  in  England.  He  did  not  mean 
to  go  into  a  particular  statement  of  all 
those  facts  which  proved,  to  demonstration 
the  extent  to  which  every  article  of  agri- 
cultural produce  in  Ireland  was  depre- 
ciated, by  the  sudden  diminution  of  demand 
and  the  increased  supply.  But  it  was 
obvious  that  those  causes  which  had  pro- 
duced distress  here,  must  have  produced 
distress,  discontent,  and  irritation,  in  Ire- 
land, to  a  still  greater  degree.  They  had 
not  there  the  same  means  of  counteracting 
or  enduring  the  distress ;  they  had  not  the 
same  extent  of  capital ;  nor  had  they  the 
same  means  of  providing  employment  by 
their  manufactures  for  those  who  were 
suffering  under  the  privations  created  by 
that  distress.  Hence  arose,  in  a  great 
degree,  those  miseries  and  calamities 
which  every  one  deplored,  and  which 
every  one  must  be  anxious  to  relieve  but 
which  he  did  not  think  were  likely  to  be 
relieved  by  the  proposed  inquiry.  That 
inquiry  he  considereu  to  be,  not  only  unne- 
cessary but  dangerous. — With  respect  to 
the  want  of  habits  of  industry  among 
the  lower  classes  in  Ireland,  and  the 
want  of  education,  there  were  remedies 
now  in  operation,  which  would  probably 
remove  both  those  complaints.  And  by 
what  government  were  those  remedies 
proposed?  By  the  government  of  that 
noble  lord  who  now  under-rated  the  im- 
portance or  the  utility  of  education,  as  the 
means  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
Irish  peasantry.  In  the  course  of  last 
year,  also,  it  should  be  remembered,  that 
a  measure  was  adopted*  which  was  then 
condemned  by  the  noble  lords  opposite, 
and  by  the  country,  though  now  he  be- 
lieved the  country  was  wilhne  to  applaud 
its  wisdom  and  policy,  which  was  emi- 
nently favourable  to  the  agriculturd  inte- 
rests of  Ireland. — The  motion  of  the  noble 
marquis  called  upon  their  lordships  to  go 
into  a  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring, amone  other  things,  into  the  ques* 
tion  df  catholic  emancipation ;  and  the 
noble  baron  who  spoke  last,  had  told  them, 
that  unless  that  concession  was  at  once 
made,  as  a  preliminary  measure,  all  other 
modes  of  conciliation  would  be  vain  and 
unavailing.  He  would  ask  their  lordships, 
therefore,  whether  they  were  prepared  to 
avow  a  change  of  opinion  with  respect  to 
that  question ;  and  if  they  were  not,  they 
were  then  distinctly  informed,  that  they 
might  spare  themselves  the  trouble  of  any 
farther  inquiry,   for  no  good  could  be 


attained  without  adopting  that  at  tlie  very 
outset.  But  he  must  own  he  heard  with 
no  inconsiderable  astonishment,  the  decla- 
ration of  the  noble  baron,  that  no  remedial 
measures  could  be  pursued  for  the  welfare 
and  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  till  the  catholic 
claims  were  conceded ;  for  he  remembered 
j  a  period  when  the  noble  baron  thought  it 
wise  and  prudent  to  abstain  altogether 
from  touching  upon  that  subject.  The 
noble  baron  proclaimed  to  this  country  and 
to  Ireland,  that  he  did  not  desire  the  ques* 
tion  to  be  agitated,  until  it  could  be  accom- 
panied by  the  wishes  of  the  Protestants  of 
Great  Britain^  and  until  there  was  a  proof 
that  other  securities  might  be  obtained. 
Was  he  prepared  to  say,  that  the  veto 
would  now  be  conceded?  Was  he  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  the  requisite  securities 
could  now  be  obtained,  or  that  the  measure 
would  now  meet  the  approbation  and  con- 
currence of  the  Protestants  of  Great  Bri- 
tain? And  yet,  unless  he  had  entirely 
changed  his  opinion,  the  noble  baron  must 
confess,  that  the  Catholic  question  could 
not  be  carried  at  present,  if  he  was  not 
prepared  to  make  those  assertions. — The 
noble  marquis  who  made  the  motion  had 
ventured  to  state,  that  the  difference  which 
still  subsisted  between  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics themselves,  upon  the  question  of  con- 
ceding their  claims,  so  far  from  being  any 
obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  measure, 
were  rather  to  be  considered  as  a  strong 
recommendation  in  tlicir  favour.  It  cer- 
tainly seemed  most  extraordinary  to  him, 
that  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
Protestants  of  Great  Britain  should  be 
regarded  as  an  indispensable  preliminary ; 
that  so  much  importance  should  be  attached 
to  that  concurrence :  but  that  it  was  of  no 
consequence  whatever  to  secure  the  una- 
nimity of  the  catholics.  There  was  a 
novelty  in  this  kind  of  reasoning  which  he 
confessed  he  did  not  comprehend.  The 
noble  marquis,  however,  seemed  to  have 
forgotten  that  the  experiment  had  actually 
been  tried  in  the  session  before  last,  by 
persons,  who,  be  believed,  were  most  sin- 
cerely anxious  to  befriend  the  Catholics. 
They  entirely  lost  sight  of  all  the  discords 
and  bickerings  among  the  Catholics,  and 
entreated  parliament  to  do  the  same :  they 

grossed  the  measure  forward  upon  its  own 
road  and  general  principles;  but  the 
attempt  fail^.  It  was  then  contended 
that  the  discontents  and  irritation  which 
prevailed  in  the  catholic  body,  rendered  it 
impossible  to  proceed  ;  and  yet  they  were 
now  told,  that  without  obtaining  any  secu- 
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rities,  without  nny  hope  of  the  veto  he'tag 
conceded,  withaul  any  indiratioD  of  a  di»- 
poftition  on  ihe  part  of  the  Proiesiaiils  of 
.UiU  country  to  tujiport  the  measure,  it  was 
10  bo  nt  once  ailopted  as  the  only  jirelimi- 
tiary  tb&t  could  mntc  any  other  concei- 
sions  beneScial.  He  certainly  did  not 
conceive  liiat  such  a  mode  was  one  which 
aSorded  any  rational  hope  of  conciliaiing 
Iho  Catholics. — The  nest  topic  which  had 
been  advertod  to  was  the  great  and  impor- 
lant  question  of  tithes,  and  he  corifo«3od 
thM  wn«  n  (tibject  in  which  he  sanuuinely 
faopcd  Mmc  rcnie<liul  ineaauret  might  have 
beeu  iiilopti'd:  but,  alter  ha^inpconverecd 
with  some  uf  iho  most  iniflligcnt  poraona 
in  thi*  country  and  in  Irnlaod.  allcr  liivinf; 
endeavoured  la  ciJIcct  every  opinion  upon 
that  must  important  point,  he  wax  con- 
viDced  there  existed  so  litllo  reaKuoiible 
((round  for  belicvinj;  that  any  fair  syMem 
of  general  cotiimuiHtinn  could  ha  devised, 
thu  he  (lid  not  think  it  adviiuhlc  to  submit 
a  distinct  uu^aiiurt-  lo  parliament  upon  the 
fubjoct.  The  opinJiiii  which  lie  tlien 
fortued  had  sinco  been  coniiriued,  itot  only 
by  the  dcclnrntions  of  ihoxe  who  well 
underatood  the  matter,  but  by  the  silence 
cvfiD  of  inany.  who,  if  ikerc  could  hnvc 
been  a  praciic^lo  tneanurc  discoTcred, 
would  b:ive  been  omong  the  foremost  to 
bring  it  forward.  He  undcratnnd  a  pro- 
poeilion  upon  the  rubject  had  been  pro- 
posed in  tlie  other  Houee  of  Pcirli:imcnr, 
out  it  was  fotiod  inapplicable  when  e\n- 
mined,  and  the  thing  now  slept,  from  a 
general  conviction  that  it  was  a  grievance 
to  be  lomcnied,  indeed,  but  that  it  was 
also  one  for  which  no  individual  who  had 
considered  it,  had  been  able  to  find  a  re- 
medy. That  even  was  ttie  confession  of 
tfaenobledukc(of  Itedford)  who  had  pre- 
sided over  tlie  government  of  Ireland; 
that  eho  was  the  confession  of  many  in 
both  Houses;  and  for  himself,  he  certainly 
had  never  met  with  one  who,  in  his  own 
mind,  was  saii-lied  as  to  the  poesibility  of 
adopting  a  really  practical  remedy. — Ano- 
ther point  lo  which  the  noble  baron 
attached  gre»t  importance  in  the  coukc  at' 
his  speech,  related  to  the  manner  in  which 
ibe  high  sherifi's  were  appointed  in  Ireland. 
He  stated  it  as  a  distinctly  admitted  fact 
thM  the  ndioinistralion  of  justice  in  Ireland 
was  radically  corrupt;  or,  at  least  (which 
signified  neurly  the  same  thing),  that  there 
was  corruptiou  in  the  mode  of  nominjling 
the  hi^h  sheriiTs.  With  respect  to  that  Ruh- 
iect,  all  he  should  say  was,  that  from  what 
lie  Itad  heard  about  it,  he  thoughtit  was  one 


Marquis  r^' Buckingliam's  Mofian       tV^T 
which  well  deserved  the  coniideratira  a 
the  legislature.     The  grand  juries  ofW 
land  forinrd  another  ground,  whicti  n 
assigned   as  n  reason   for  going  iiiia  ik 
committee.     The  noble  marquis,  howttE 
was  probably  aware,  ibat  ibe  subject  W 
been  made  matter  of  inquiry  in  theotir 
House :  a  committee  had  been  ippaiKt 
lo  examine  into  it;    thai  committ<.'c h. 
reiiorted,  and  their  report  neat  uptm  u 
table    uf   that    Houac.       Their    luoiib 
mifjht  call  for  the  report,  and  if  it  iW 
not  bo  thought    sufficiently    aatisfnnr: 
they  could,  of  course,   intlitutc  a  funr 
inquiry.      He   was    equally    diipote^  > 
admit,  that  that  also  waa  a  fit  subject^ 
leeiilalive    interference.        In    short,  )> 
might  say  with  regard  l«  the  };en&*l^ 
tion  of  the  state  of  Ireland,  let  tbe  miUt 
lordi  nppiisite  specify   d'sttnciljlhrrrjli 
which  required  to  be  removrd  ;  klben 
come  forward   with  ttioir    reme^'Ki,  u' 
then  it  would  be  teen  wtietheritiepwtA 
ment  was,  or  was  not,    unwitlingtntti 
sidi-r  those  remedies.      A  noWc  Tard  U' 
said,  in  apt-nking  of  the  troopc  to  be  » 
|daycd  in  Ireland,  that    lliey  were  ncvH 
double  the  Bruount  of  any  anB*  whidi  Ul 
ever  bufnre  been  kepi  up  in  iltat  coontn{ 
in  B  time  of  peace.      He  wnuldiUte,  ho*' 
ever,   that  the  S5,0OO  anidier*  mrr  proj 
poaed  to  be  maintained   far  Iiebiuf,  »ere 
only  the  residue  of  an    nrmi  rf  42.000, 
which,   in   the  very  first    yenr  of  pcice,  !■ 
was  thought    advisubte     thus    to  n'<iu» 
That  force  wiia  not  maintairied  in  ctJei'i' 
re-conqocr  Ireland,  as  bad  been  ungmni' 
cdly  asserted  :  but  to  protect  ihe  prto- . 
able  and  well-diEpo»ed    inhabitants  itoi , 
outrage,  plunder,  and    massacre,  todit 
restore    tranquillity  in   the  dislurhed  di» 
tricts.     No  one,  who  justly  reflected  a(* 
all  the  circumstances   of  the  case,  wtnii 
complain  of  the  manner  in  which  that  fura 
was  to  be  employed  ;    and  he  was  aonj , 
that  so  ill-adviscd  an  expression  had  bea  I 
ventured  upon  with  respect  to  it,  "ben  ill 
was  considered  what   might  be  the  ef^  , 
'  of  such  an  erroneous  nation  if  it  oncepr^ 
I  vailed  in  Ireland. — It  was  too  late,  wW 
j  he  inclined,  to  enter  into  other  topics.  IS  | 

he  hoped  was,  that  he  had  satisbed  lbs 
'  lordshipit,  that  no  indisposition  existed  W 
'  the  part  of  his  majesty's  government  i*  | 
1  entertain  the  question  proposed  by  ^ 
I  noble  marquis,  provided  a  special  gi*^ 
ance  were  alleged,  and  provided  sad  > 
proposition  were  made  as  could  with  pi^ 
priety  be  discussed  by  parliament.  It  «* 
J  on  the  CDiurictjpa  thu  tb$  motimi  of  Ai 
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Aoble  marquis,  if  adopted,  would  defeat 
the  object  which  he  had  in  view,  that  he 
felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  give  it  hia  de- 
cided negative. 

After  a  fihort  reply  from  the  marquis  of 
Buckingham,  the  House  divided : — 

Not-Contcnts,  Present,  68;  Proxies, 
69 — 137  :  Contente,  Present,  26 ;  Proxies, 
41 — 67  :  majority  against  the  motion,  70. 

Adjourned  at  half-past  two  o'clock* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday^  April  2. 

Saving  Banks  Bill.]  Mr.  Rose  said, 
he  was  anxious  to  call  the  attention  ofi 
the  House  to  a  subject  upon  which  he : 
had  lately  given  notice,  and  which  was : 
one  of  very  great  importance  to  the  public 
generally.  The  object  of  his  motion  was, 
to  aflbca  a  certain  degree  of  protection  to 
the  establishments  called  Banks  for  Sav- 
ings. Many  persons  were  not  aware  of 
the  great  advantages  which  have  resulted 
from  establishments  of  that  sort  in  difie- 
rent  parts  of  the  country.  They  tended, 
in  a  remarkable  and  most  beneficial  man- 
ner, to  encourage  among  the  common 
people  of  all  descriptions,  a  desire  of  sav- 
ing from  the  earnings  of  their  labour  and 
industry,  wherewith  to  secure  them  from 
the  sudden  reverses  of  misfortune.  It  had 
frequently  been  remarked,  that  hitherto 
the  most  ingenious  men  employed  in  dif- 
ferent trades,  were  addicted  to  idleness 
and  dissipation,  because  they  had  no 
means  of  depositing  that  portion  of  their 
earnings  which  they  thus  squandered  away. 
It  was  quite  clear  that  in  large  cities,  ar- 
tificers might  often  lay  by  considerable 
portions  of  their  earnings,  instead  of  which, 
for  want  of  an  adequate  opportunity,  they 
were  wasted  in  extravagance  and  idleness, 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  they  did 
not  work  the  whole  of  their  time.  There 
were  instances  where  artificers  earned 
from  thirty  to  forty,  fifty,  sixty  and  even 
seventy  shillings  a  week,  and  yet,  in  any 
case  of  illness  or  sudden  distress,  they 
were  forced  to  resort  to  the  parish  fpr 
support.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  said,  that 
the  plan  of  saving  banks  might  do  very 
well  for  artificers,  in  large  cities  and  towns, 
and  for  domestic  servants,  but  that  they 
«  would  be  of  very  little  use  in  the  country, 
for  those  who  were  employed  in  agricul- 
tural labour.  In  reply  to  that,  he  need 
only  refer  to  what  had  been  done  by  the 
<tavmg  banks  established  at  Bath,  Kdin- 
>)urghy  and  other  places*      T1i«  advan- 


tieigesi  indeed,  derived  to  the  poorer  das&es 
in  the  country,  were  very  great.  It  ap- 
peared, firom  tables  to  whidi  he  had  for« 
roerly  referred,  that  by  a  saving  of  only 
one  shilling  a  week,  begun  in  early  life,  a 
labourer  in  the  country  would  be  able  to 
secure  to  himself  the  means  of  a  comfort- 
able establishment  as  he  advanced  in  years. 
Early  marriages  had  often  been  depreca- 
ted, among  the  poor,  because  they  only 
tended  to  produce  families  without  the 
means  of  maintaining  them  :  but  by  this 
system,  so  small  a  sum  as  one  shilling  a  week 
being  put  by,  a  man,  when  he  attained 
the  age  of  thirty,  might  establish  himself 
and  his  family  comfortably  in  a  cottage  of 
his  own.  In, the  capital,  however,  an  ar- 
tificer was  better  able  to  lay  by  twenty 
shillings  a  week  than  a  day  labourer  in 
the  country  was  able  to  lay  by  one.  As 
a  proof  of  the  good  results  of  these  banks, 
he  would  mention  to  the  House,  that  in 
the  place  which  he  represented,  a  labour- 
ins  man  who  never  earned  more  than  ten 
shillings  a  week,  had,  by  depositing  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  his  earnings,  accumulated 
no  less  than  100/.  by  the  time  he  was 
thirty-three  years  of  age  [Hear,  hear !]. 
He  had  received  a  letter  also  yesterday, 
informing  him  that  a  similar  establishment 
had  taken  place  in  the  town  of  Hertford, 
and  that  in  the  course  of  one  day  no  less 
a  sum  than  197^.  had  been  deposited.  He 
mentioned  those  circunouitances,  to  induce 
gentlemen  to  exert  themselves,  and  th%t 
they  might  not  sit  with  their  hands  before 
them,  believing  that  nothing  could  be 
done.  He  alluded  more  particularly  to 
gentlemen  who  were  at  the  head  of  manu- 
facturing districts.  They  would  find  an 
eager  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people 
to  avail  tnemselves  of  such  opportunities 
to  save.  The  moral  good  to  be  expected 
from  the  diffusion  of  those  banks,  was 
great  and  obvious.  They  would  gradually 
tend  to  revive  in  the  lower  classes,  that 
decent  spirit  of  independence,  now  almost 
extinct,  which  shrinxs  from  accepting  pa- 
rochial relief.  The  poor  man  would  learn 
to  regard  his  own  industry  and  labour  as 
the  source  whence  he  was  to  derive  tem- 
porary aid  in  the  hour  of  sickness,  or  per- 
manent support  when  the  approaches  of 
age  should  unfit  him  for  active  exertions. 
Together  with  those  feelings  of  honour- 
able confidence  in  their  own  means  of 
subsistence,  would  be  allied  many  domes- 
tic virtues,  and  they  who  now  idly  and 
profligately  looked  only  to  the  parish  for 
reUefy  would  progressively  become  better 


titer  parliamenl  meant  to  do  any  thing  at 
all.  With  respect  to  the  object  of  the 
bill,  il  would  at  Icait  propose  to  grant  the 
same  as  had  been  granted  to  the  friendly 
societiea.  He  had  applied  to  his  right 
lion,  friend  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, who  had  exprcued  his  willingneM 
to  go  that  length.  He  (Mr.  Hose) 
thought  however,  that  a  greater  degree  of 
encouragement  and  protectioa  might  be 
given,  not  only  without  any  danger,  but 
on  the  contrary  with  great  advantage. 
He  should  now  move,  "  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  protecting  of 
Banks  for  Savings." 

Mr.  Thompson  expreued  his  warmest 
approbation  of  the  proposed  measure  of 
tlie  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  thought  it 
was  calculated  to  do  as  mucb  service  to 
the  poor,  as  a  former  measure  of  the  same 
right  hon.  gentleman,  for  legalizing  bene- 
fit societies,  'f  hey  had  been  of  great  use 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  though 
!n  some  cases  abused,  he  believed,  yet  he 
bad  never  known  aay  iiiBtanccs,  and  he 
lived  in  a  place  where  there  were  not  less 
than  6fty  or  sixty  of  them.  With  respect 
to  saving  banks,  he  knew  that  in  York* 
shire  there  was  a  great  desire  to  establish 
them,  but  they  were  a  little  afraid  of  do- 
ing so,  from  their  apparent  complexity. 
Hejrould  recommend,  therefore,  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  to  make  the  provi- 
ctont  of  his  bill  a>  siniple  u  poutblc^  and 


as  public  as  possible,  even  before  ^U 
passed,  lie  was  sure  thai  io  dud;  i 
tlic  manufncturing  districts,  the  (oil 
men  might  save  ten  shillings  a  week,  » 
of  their  earnings,  wliicb  would  be  t  i» 
fonable  resource  for  ttiemsvlves  sod  th 
fiimilies.  At  least  there  would  be  d«e 
cuse  for  soliciting  parodiiiU  relief,  vW 
an  opportunity  exited,  of  wliicfa  iti 
mijibt  avail  themselves   for    doiug  t» 
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men,  and  better  subject*.  They  would 
regard  their  little  property,  the  accumula- 
tion of  their  own  industrious  labour,  with 
conscious  pride  and  satisfaction,  and  scorn 
to  be  depcndeut  upon  the  pariah  for  that 
support  which  they  could  provide  them- 
selves.— He  had  hitherto  argued  the  mut- 
ter as  applicable  only  In  the  poor :  but  it 
had  its  claims  also  upon  the  rich,  for  the 
pODf-rates  of  the  country  would  diminish 
in  proportion  as  there  were  fewer  person's 
to  claim  them.  The  progressive  increase 
of  the  charge  for  the  poor  was  truly  alarm- 
ing. In  1776,  the  sum  rabed  for  thai  pur- 
pose, was  1,800,000/.,  last  year  it  amount- 
ed to  very  nearly  six  millions  sterling. 
The  poor-rates  had  grown  to  that  immeiise 
charge,  though  be  believed  it  was  gc- 
netaUy  admitted,  that  the  poor  were  no 
bettor  managed  now  than  formerly,  In 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  he 
must  say,  that  be  was  not  prepared  to 
brine  it  in  at  present ;  his  reason  for 
making  the  motion  was  because  he  had 
received  numerous  applications  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  to  kuow 


out  It 

The  C/iancfUor  of  the  Exchequer  ihof 
it  unnecessary  to  say  one  word  in  &w 
of  a  proposal  which  he  wn*  confidcoiw 
meet  the  ivishes  and  ha  congenial  U  t 
feeUngs  of  every  member  of  that  Km 
Experience  had  indubitably  shorn  ih 
notning  tended  more  to  the  ind«peadln 
of  the  poor  tlian  supporting  themMftnt 
their  own  exerlioua.  To  n  wdl  rtwi!- 
tuled  and  liberal  mind  no  c'vcnttsti(<n 
more  satisfaction  than  the  vnlighniof  i' 
the  ignorant.  Men  once  cnllghiar. 
knew  the  value  of  their  privileges,  • 
lesrned  how  touEe  them.  Hcpinicvi 
hailed  the  institution  of  saving  baiib,ai 
place  where  the  rich  and  the  poOTSM*| 
gethcr,  and  mutually  cotnbin^  in  prv^l 
ting,  under  Divine  protection,  their  sm 
ral  rights.  There,  forgetful  ol"  tliosepdljl 
distinctions  which  temporary  tma»\ 
stances  had  created,  they  met  ubiellinOi 
each  to  do  his  duty  to  his  neigbbcm,  Oc 
these,  and  on  many  other  grounds,  It 
supported  the  measure  of  his  right  b^ 
friend. 

Mr.  Rose,  in  reference  to  whsl  bii 
fallen  from  an  hon.  gentleman  op^a^. 
stated,  that  the  members  of  tlie  ho^t 
societies  had  increased  to  700,000  il 
England,  and  60,000  in  Ireland.  | 

bir  J.  Nritiport  hoped  the  rig'ht  b* 
gentleman  would  make  the  bill  spplicA 
to  both  countries.  He  was  parlicuMi  i 
happy  in  soying  that  the  societJei  M  I 
been  very  useful  in  Ireland,  and  roalit 
he  trusted,  continue  long  to  beiheKWwl 
of  much  good  to  the  whole  empire.  I 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  ia  the  bill.     | 

Contingent  Charges  oFTHETati- 
suRY.]  Sir  John  Newport  having  mon^ 
"  That  the  account  showing  the  partioi' 
lars  of  the  sum  expended  in  the  year  ISlii  , 
under  the  head  of  Contingent  Charges  bf 
the  Lnrds  of  the  Treasury,"  be  primed. 

I^Ir.  Tieme,/  said,  he  should  not  fitf 
his  duty,  both  to  parliament  and  to  llx 
country,  if  he  did  not  call  the  attention  t' 
lite  UouK  to  tome  of  the  itemt  wtaik 
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that  paper  presented.  It  had  alreadjr  ap- 
peared that  the  increase  in  the  salanes  of 
the  department  of  the  treasury  was  10,000/. 
in  the  present  year.  It  now  came  out 
that  the  salary  of  Mr.  Harrison,  assistant 
secretary  to  the  treasury,  had  been  raised 
from  3,000/.  to  3,500/.  a  year.  It  was 
impossible,  in  mentioning  the  name  of 
that  gentleman,  not  to  express  tlie  fullest 
confidence  in  his  integrity,  and  the  great- 
est admiration  of  his  activity  and  his  ta- 
lents ;  but  the  interests  of  the  public  were 
not  to  be  forgotten.  Mr.  Harrison  had 
taken  his  present  situation  at  a  salary  of 
2,000/.  a  year.  As  he  had  given  up  his 
profession  in  order  to  occupy  this  office,  a 
compensation  of  500/.  at  one  time,  and 
500/.  more  at  another,  had  been  added  to 
his  salary,  makine  it  3,000/.  per  annum. 
Now,  be  the  abilities  of  any  man  what 
they  might,  he  did  not  understand  how 
3,000/.  a  year  could  not  prove  a  sufficient 
remuneration  for  any  auties,  especially 
when  the  situation  which  be  occupied  was 
one  from  which  he  could  not  be  removed 
by  any  change  of  administration.  Last 
year,  a  minute  of  the  treasury  had  in- 
creased Mr.  Harrison  500/.  a  year  more. 
He  did  not  blame  him  for  taking  that  in- 
crease ;  he  only  blamed  those  who  had 
granted  it,  for  he  considered  him  to  have 
been  remunerated  in  a  manner  which  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  did  not  jus- 
tify. The  chief  secretaries  themselves 
had  only  4,000/.  a  year.  But  this  was  not 
all.  There  was  in  one  line  for  the  meri- 
torious services  of  Mr.  Harrison,  a  gross 
sum  of  5,000/.  He  knew  that  for  parti- 
cular services  boons  had  been  bestowed 
at  different  times  upon  meritorious  indi- 
viduals. But  when  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
sury took  on  themselves,  besides  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  Mr.  Harrison  500/.,  to 
make  him  a  present  of  5,000/.,  where 
could  it  be  supposed  they  would  stop 
[Hear,  hear !]  ?  The  contingent  fund  for 
this  year  amounted  to  15,000/.,  and  he 
trusted  the  House  would  take  an  opportu- 
nity of  scrutinizing  into  all  its  items.  He 
understood  that,  besides  the  regular  duties 
of  his  office,  Mr.  Harrison  had  been  em- 
ployed in  other  important  transactions,  in 
which  a  man  of  trust  and  abilities  was  re- 
Guired ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  had 
discharged  the  most  difficult  occupations 
in  the  most  distinguished  manner.  But 
there  was  no  decency  in  this  distribution 
of  public  money.  If  he  had  not  moved 
for  the  detailed  accounts  of  the  contin- 
genciesi  this  case  would  not  have  been 


discovered.  Granting  the  hishest  merits 
to  Mr.  Harrison,  yet  he  should  have  failed 
in  the  execution  of  his  dut^,  had  he  not 
exposed  this  secret  transaction.  He  had 
no  inclination  to  make  any  motion  on  the 
subject.  If  he  moved  any  thing,  it  could 
only  be  the  impeachment  of  ministers ; 
but  he  trusted  that  those  gentlemen  un- 
connected with  party  who  had  received 
from  their  constituents  recommendations 
to  insist  on  all  possible  economy  and  re- 
trenchment, would  take  it  up  [Here  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  smiied].  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  might  have  spared 
this  mirth  at  his  own  detection.  He 
smiled  at  the  idea  of  impeachment,  but  hei 
(Mr.  T.)  hoped  the  subject  would  be 
brought  forward,  and  by  one  of  those 
gentlemen,  in  a  way  that  could  not  be 
charged  with  party  motives. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  thought 
that  it  would  have  become  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  as  well  to  have  allowed  the 
House  to  consider  the  papers  on  the  table 
before  he  had  made  any  remarks  on  those 
transactions  which  could  not  otherwise  be 
understood.  He  had  called  it  a  secret 
transaction,  but  the  return  had  been  made 
in  the  usual  form.  The  accounts  of  con<^ 
tingencies  laid  from  year  to  year  before 
tlie  House,  and  containing  a  variety  of 
grants  of  this  nature,  were  always  done  ia 
that  manner,  and  any  explanation  was 

§iven,  or  more  detailed  information  pro- 
uced,  upon  any  point  on  which  it  might 
be  required.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  noticed  his  surprise  that  he  should 
wish  an  impeadiment  to  be  moved  against 
his  majesty's  ministers  by  others.  Such  a 
proposal  could  not  come  from  a  better 
quarter  than  that  of  the  right  hon.  mem- 
ber himself;  and  if  he  was  to  fall,  he 
had  rather  fall  by  him  than  by  a  lestf 
powerful  hand.  He  should  now  take  a 
short  view  of  Mr.  Harrison's  career.  He 
had  been  appointed  by  Mr,  Pitt,  in  1805, 
to  his  present  situation,  with  a  salary  of 
2,000/.  a  year,  and  an  eventual  increase 
of  SOO/.  after  five  years  service,  being 
then  rising  in  hk  profession,  the  law,  and 
in  circumstances  which  rendered  his  ac- 
ceptance of  office  a  sacrifice.  In  1807,  in. 
consequence  of  the  approbation  expressed 
b^  lord  Melville  of  his  services,  loru  Gren- 
ville  had  anticipated  the  appointed  time, 
and  granted  him  the  increase  of  500/.  a 
year.  In  1809,  the  treasury  took  into' 
consideration  the  large  increase  in  the 
business  of  his  office.  The  number  of 
papers  to  be  registered,  which|  in  1805, 
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amounted  only  to  TyOOO,  was,  in  1809, 
15,000.  Tbey  considered  him  therefore 
entitled  to  a  further  increase,  and  added 
500/.  to  his  salary,  thus  making  it  3,000/. 
per  annum.  He  conceded  that  it  was  an 
ample  salary;  but  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  in  the  peninsula,  Mr. 
Harrison  had  been  engaged  in  extra^ 
official  duties.  Under  the  duke  of  Tort- 
land  and  Mr.  Perceval  he  had  been 
charged  with  the  correspondence  of  the 
army,  and  for  his  great  additional  services 
had  received  no  remuneration  until  the 
year  1814.  He  had  then  applied  to  the 
earl  of  Liverpool  to  have  his  services 
taken  into  consideration,  and,  afler  much 
deliberation,  it  had  been  resolved,  with  a 
▼lew  to  avoid  a  permanent  increase  of 
salary,  that  a  grant  of  money  would  be  the 
best  means  of  rewarding  the  services  of 
that  gentIeman-^5,000/.  were  tlien  be- 
stowed as  a  retrospective  grant,  and  a 
prospective  increase  of  500/.  to  his  salary, 
so  long  as  his  extra  services  should  con- 
tinue. The  augmentation  was,  therefore, 
in  fact,  temporary.  Whenever  the  House 
should  enter  more  fully  into  this  business, 
he  should  be  prepared  to  show  many  pre- 
cedents for  this  grant,  some  for  smaller 
and  some  for  larger  sums.  In  the  stamp 
office  10,000/.  had  been  granted  from 
contingencies  to  Mr.  Campbell  for  his 
services.  The  principle  appeared  to  be 
recognised  by  the  act  of  1810,  wl)ich  pro- 
vided that  no  increase  of  allowance  bliould 
take  place  in  any  departmcDt  without  the 


The  Chancellor  of  the  £jcchequer  n. 
plied,  that  the  papers  which  had  ju&tbes 
read  must  have  apprized  the  hon.  ees^ 
man  that  6(»me  conopcnsation  had  bee 
made  to  one  or  two  clerks,  but  not  to  u; 
considerable  amount. 

Mr.  JVynn  concurred  in  the  complioc 
paid  to  Mr.  Harrison's  character,  but  i^ 
glad  the  subiect  had  come  before  the  ps- 
He,  as  it  had  developed  a  system  big  n. 
the  most  ruinous  consequences  to  ::: 
country.  He  would  nirvcr  hei^itatd 
grant  a  man  the  proper  reward  due  tcj 
labour,  but  he  thought  when  a  nua: 
office  had  3,000/.  a  year,  the  public  k 
entitled  to  all  his  labour,  his  assiduiij,: 
talents,  and  his  time  [Hear,  hear!]/!: 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  liad'sats 
the  case  of  Mr.  Campbell  as  a  preceilat 
but  the  sum  of  10,000/.  had  bctn^w 
to  Mr.  Campbell  ia  consequence  oi  iiis 
having  augmented  the  revenue.  Tluvu. 
however,  a  matter  of  little  moment,  iir 
the  granting  of  that  sum  was  in  iisdf: 
very  bad  act,  and  if  allowed  to  passri' 
out  notice,  might  be  in  the  end  extre&c.; 
prejudicial.  Tiie  reason  why,ingeDrw 
contingencies  were  not  more  narruci; 
examined  than  they  really  were,  ant! 
flora  their  being  composed  of  small  iwtt,- 
and  from  the  very  great  trouble  wlud 
their  perusal  would  occasion.  He  trustee 
parliament  in  this  case  would  do  their 
duty,  and  would  not  allow  such  a  grr-f 
attempt  to  deceive  them,  and  to  CiiiiC-.. 


the  transactions  ofniinisters,  to  pass  n.:' 
consent  of   three  lords    oi'  the  treasury.  .  impunity.      Ho  inteiuJod  to  move  for:': 
Surely  the  lords  of  the  treasury  retained  [  paiLiculars  of  tiie   coiuin^'encici?  tor  li 
their  power  in  their  own  ofiice.     There  •  lust  ten  years,  to   see  what  else  liadLv:- 


could  be  no  doubt  of  the  legahty  of  the 
transaction.  He  should  be  ready  at  a  fu- 
ture time  to  enter  more  at  length  into  the 
subject,  convinced  that  his  own  character 
and  the  cliaracter  of  the  treasury  in  this 
transaction  stood  on  strong  ground*. 

Mr.  Tlcrnei/y'm  order  to  obviate  the  re- 
proach which  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer had  cast  upon  him,  of  discussing 
the  question  before  the  House,  had  had 
time  to  consider  the  papers  produced  on 
the  subject,  and  to  show  that  he  would 
take  no  unfair  advantage,  requested  tliat  !  tail;?,   wliich    would    then     Lc  produ^v 


done  of  this  description. 

Lord  Casilcnatrfi  was  not  surpriieJ t^:: 
the  present  grant  should  attract  attii::i^ 
as  its  amount  was  considerable.  A;! '• 
wishid  was,  that  tho  House  shoJd : 
lane  y  that  there  was  any  inteiition  cv.  :■ 
part  of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  ivn:.^ 
It  had  been  inserted  as  uauil  in  ri.., 
Tiiat    was    the  recuVx 


It. 


contmgeiuios. 
course.  Their  amouiit  bcin^ilius  sw-cl'-: 
uj)  would  naturally  excite  attea»lon,  ;■ 
honourable  members  would  move  for-:' 


they  should  be  read  by  the  clerk  of  tlie 
House. — The  papers  having  accordingly 
been  read, 

Mr.  Mcthucn  asked  whether,  in  conse- 
quence of  Mr.  Harrison  s  illness,  any  in- 
crease of  salary  had  been  given  lo  any 
other  persons  in  the  office  for  their  addi- 
tional labour.^ 


rhorc  was  no  attempt   at  ccncealmc/.i  - 
tins.      The  gratuities  had  been  graiitwi- 
meritorious  officers  under  the  Crown. .^i 
there  were  two  or  three  instances  of  ofi-  ■; 
of  tiic  customs  whom  it  had  btLii  dcci^ 
proper  thus  to  reward.     Such  p jv.vr.<  • 
vested  in  the  treasury,  and  as  :he  !aw  ::- 
ituod   there  \^as  uo  power  whkli 


c:- 
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have  a  control  over  it  Notbio^  had  been 
done  which  denoted  any  dispoiition  to  se- 
cretjf  and  when  roinitters  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  stating  the  extraordinary 
labours  of  the  gentleman  in  question,  he 
trusted  the  House  would  consider  that 
this  discretion  had  not  been  improperly 
exercised,  and  that  there  could  not  have 
been  any  improper  motive  for  making  this 
compensation  to  Mr.  Harrison  for  his  most 
arduous  and  eminent  services^ 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  must  say,  that  though 
there  was  no  imputation  against  the  noble 
lord  or  the  right  hon.  gentleman  of  any 
desire  to  conceal  this  transaction*  yet 
there  appeared  no  very  great  winh  that  it 
should  attract  attention;  for  it  was  one 
which,  if  it  had  come  under  the  know- 
ledge of  parliament,  would  have  been  ex« 
tremely  likely  to  attract  their  notice.  No- 
body was  more  inclined  to  acknowledge 
the  justice  of  rewarding  public  servants 
than  himself;  but  it  was  improper  and 
mischievous  that  one  public  servant  should 
be  selected  to  receive  a  reward  which  it 
was  impossible  to  bestow  in  a  relative  pro- 
portion on  others ;  and  he  begged  gentle- 
men to  consider  what  the  payment  of  a 
large  sum  down  was,  and  how  much  more 
aerious  to  the  public  than  a  moderate  in- 
crease of  salaries.  He  was  sure  that  if 
proceedings  of  this  nature  were  the  com- 
mon practice  of  that  board,  they  could 
not  be  prevented,  unless  brought  in  time 
before  the  cognizance  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Poruonby  said,  it  was  the  general 
understanding  that  these  powers  were  not 
given  to  the  treasury  for  the  purpose  of 
making  large  grants,  but  for  bestowing 
small  grants  on  clerks,  as  a  compensation 
Ibrextra  services.  It  was  never  understood 
that  the  treasury  should  make  such  large 
grants  as  the  House  now  heard  of,  and  he 
would  say  it  was  the  duty  of  the  party 
who  made  them  to  have  apprized  [larl la- 
ment that  they  were  intended  to  be  made, 
and  to  have  taken  the  opinion  of  tl>e  House 
upon  them.  He  would  not  believe  that,but 
for  this  discussion  gentlemen  would  ever 
have  heard  of  the  I0,000l.  till  the  5,000/.  in 
question  had  brought  it  to  light.  He 
would  contend  that  it  was  a  breach  of  duty 
in  ministers  not  to  have  apprized  the  House 
of  this  grant,  that  inquiry  might  have  been 
made  as  to  its  propriety. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wynn 
then  moved,  **  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  an  account  showing  the  par* 
ticulars  of  the  sum  expended  during  the 
last  ten  years,  under  tne  head  of  contin- 
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gent  charges  in  the  departments  of  the 
treasurVf  secretariea  of  state»  admiralty, 
navy  office,  navy  pay  office,  victualling  of-« 
fice,  customs,  excise,  tax,  and  stamp  of- 
fices, army  pay  office,  war  office,  aud  ord- 
dnance;  distinguishing  all  sums  above 
200/."— Ordered. 

Local  Poor  Acts.]  Sk  Robert  He^ 
rtm  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  repeal  certain  clauses  in  the  local 
acts,  for  the  maintenance  and  manage<< 
ment  of  Che  poor.  He  observed  that  he 
was  induoed  to  submit  this  motion  to  the 
House,  in  consequence  of  the  hardships 
and  grievances  to  which  the  poor  were 
subject  under  the  Lincoln  poor  bill.  These 
hardships,  he  apprehended,  were  experi* 
enced  m  a  degree  equally  objectionable 
imder  many  other  local  bills,  and  therefore 
it  was  that  he  was  desirous  the  bill  which 
he  should  have  the  honour  of  introducing, 
should  be  applicable  to  all.  The  first  oh* 
jection  whidi  he  had  to  the  Lincoln  poor 
bill  was,  that  it  permitted  parishes  which 
were  twenty  miles  distant  from  each  other, 
to  join  for  the  maintenance  of  their  poor, 
whereby  those  unfortunate  persons  who 
were  reduced  by  distress  to  seek  relief 
from  their  parish,  were  often  sent  (ar  dis« 
tant  from  those  friends  by  whose  assistance 
their  calamities  might  have  been  in  a  great 
measure  softened.  In  fact,  they  were  de- 
prived of  whatever  little  comfort  their 
hopeless  situation  was  capable  of  affording. 
The  general  poor  law-  bill  only  permittM 
such  junctions  as  these  to  tdke  place  where 
the  parishes  were  situated  within  ten  milea 
of  each  other.  This,  however,  was  not  the 
only  evil  of  which  he  had  to  complain,  for 
by  this  act  the  most  extravagant  power 
was  given  to  the  directors  ana  guardians 
of  the  poor  ;  for,  independent  of  having 
it  in  their  power  to  send  all  persons  to  the 
work- house  who  might  apply  for  relief, 
they  also  liad  the  power  of  apprehending 
those  who  were  incompetent  to  support 
their  families,  and  sending  them  to  the 
same  place,  where  they  might  keep  them 
as  long  as  they  pleased.  It  was  at  their 
option,  in  truth,  to  imprison  them  in  this 
way  for  life,  and  where  a  child  had  onco 
received  the  assistance  of  the  parish,  they 
assumed  to  themselves,  ever  after,  the 
right  of  disposing  of  that  child  as  they 
thought  proper,  eitlter  by  keeping  it  iu 
the  work-house,  selling  it,  or  apprenticing 
It  to  the  governor,  or  nny  other  person 
whom  they  might  select,  for  fourteen 
years ;  in  short,  there  was  no  limit  to  the 
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SDiriir  wliich  tliiii act  Bavelotliete  persons. 
[•  did  not  wish  to  take  up  tlie  time  of  the 
Hotne  by  entering  more  minutely  into 
(h«  further  abuses  whicli  vrcre  thus  sanc- 
tioned, yet  he  thou):ht  he  diouid  not  be 
ilisdwreing  his  duly  if  he  did  not  monlion 
come  otlicr  instai)ces  which  Iisd  come  to 
Iiis  knowledge.  Among  others,  the  di- 
rectors of  the  poor,  by  this  bill,  hud  the 
power  of  letting  out  those  unfortunute  |>eo- 
plc  M  day  labourers,  to  nliom  they 
thought  proper.  They  bad  likewise  autho- 
rity to  inflict  cotporal  panixhment  to  any 
extent:  and  this  act  had  existed  in  full 
force  for  twenty  yeare.  Having  thus 
stated  the  power  which  the  act  gave,  he 
■bould  DOW  proceed  to  state  the  manner 
in  nrbicli  that  power  had  been  exercised. 
lt«had  had  the  ciiriosicy  to  visit  ihe  work> 
faouio  in  hit  ncighb  QUI  hood,  witli  the  view 
of  ascertaining  the  manner  in  which  the 
poor  were  treated.  Me  had  uothing  to 
say  against  the  general  arrangements;  the 
place  was  extremely  clean  and  airy,  and 
no  parlicuhr  complaint  wns  to  bo  made ; 
but  oe  did  liod  n  sort  of  iiaruli  rule,  which 
]ic  oonceivcd  to  be  more  than  necessary. 
He  law,  however,  a  thing  which  struck 
l)im  with  horror:  he  saw  three  cells,  witli 
iron  staples  fixed  to  the  walla,  for  the  pur- 
pose «f  confining  humtin  beings  in  chains 
£Mear,  hear!]  ;  and  such  were  not  per- 
wtis  who  wero  insane,  but  those  whose 
only  crime  was  poverty,  and  their  offences 
those  misdemeanors  which  always  occurred 
in  sucli  receptacles  of  misery.  On  inquir- 
ing whether  any  instances  had  occurred 
of  persons  being  condemned  to  these  cells 
by  the  self-elected  judges,  ho  learned  tliat 
s  Chelsea  pensioner,  TOyears  of  age,  and 
totally  blind,  liad  been  immured  and 
chained,  because,  on  receiving  his  pension, 
he  had  got  drunk !  He  was  not  contend- 
ing that  discipline  and  punishment  were 
not  sometimes  necessary  in  such  places  ; 
hut  he  ivould  leavu  it  to  the  House  to  say, 
wlittiier  the  puniiluneot  ought  to  be  of 
such  B  nature  as  he  had  described.  Ano- 
ther instance  was  that  of  a  young  girl, 
who  had  been  chained  to  the  wall  with  a 
diaiii  that  weighed  2&lb.  with  which 
she  escaped,  and  fled  to  a  humane  person 
who  toot  the  chain  off  and  weighed  it. 
The  reason  assigned  for  her  confinement 
wai^  that  she  was  infected  with  a  disorder, 
which  it  was  feared  she  would  communi- 
cate to  others.  Here  again  ha  could  not 
but  observe,  that  the  cell  itself  would  have 
wswered  everjr  purpose,  without  the  ler- 
tui^  additicm  of  tho  cbaina  [He«r!]. 
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Local  Poor  Acts. 
Hnvina  thus,  as  be  conceived,  statH; 
groitiJUD  fur  ibe  aincodaient  of  the 
poor  laws,  he  should  conclude  by 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bi ' 
repeal  certain  provisions  In  Local  sms 
the  maintenance  and  managfuieal  tii 
Poor." 

iMr.  Roie  said,  he  should  notobjoil 
the  motion,  but  he  must  state,  k 
when  the  bill  in  (jiicsuon  was  befon  a 
House,  it  h.id  his  most  hearty  coter 
rence.  it  was  not  always  ttmttfatiK 
rule  would  apply  to  great  citiits  at  no 
to  particular  parishes.  Wliai  tkebK.k 
rouet  had  stated,  certainly  made  oat  ■» 
trcmely  strong  ca8e,whicli  perfectly |w 
fied  tbrinlerfcrenceof  theHou«c;f[>tiiV 
peared  that,  in  this  instance,  the  oftnx 
had  a  power  given  to  tbern  wliidi  n 
greater  than  what  was  vested  is  lb 
judges  of  the  land,  and  he  detbiM  ibt 
propriety  ol' giving  thetu  the  right  «l«i[( 
any  arbitrary  power,  except  .io  cstnK, 
cases  of  delinijuency.  But  he  hoptd  m 
boo.  baronet  bad  not  io  view  to  nftH 
general  clauses  of  the  bill,  whichcensa 
were  beneficial.  To  auihorixe  any  <h;* 
ture  from  tlie  principle  of  the  bii^ibm, 
ought  to  be  made  extremely  clear.  Sao| 
pot^er  as  had  been  described,  hoHriri 
ought  not  to  be  given  to  overaten^  I 
-Sir  JlubfTt  Heron  said,  ha  l>Mi  mH 
tendon  whatever  of  altering  the  lenenif 
poor  law?;  his  object  wtis  to  amend ik 
local  acts  on  this  subject.  The  b'lil  bf 
should  introduce  was  inleaded,  Brtt,  <■' 
deprive  the  directors  of  the  poor  oi  ^ 

Eower  of  confining  persons  in  the  ^■ 
ouse  who  were  not  nctually  chafgei* 
on  the  parish ;  secondly,  to  repeal  lis 
clause  which  gave  them  the  power  of  ^ 
posing  of  children  as  they  thought  prsfft 
who  had  once  received  parish  reW 
thirdly,  to  prevent  the  junction  of  pari^ 
situated  more  than  ten  miles  from  oA 
other;  fourthly,  to  allow  pari.'hes  whid 
liad  joined  to  separate,  upon  mx  Dootlt 
notice ;  and  lastly,  to  prevent  aeisoni  9 
sane  mind  from  being  confined  m  chuis 
Mr.  Lockkat-t  said,  the  beta  tbatte 
been  stated  by  the  hon.  barDDCt  were  » 
tainly  extremely  revolting,  twt  he  hff^ 
the  general  principle  of  the  poor  tf 
would  be  lell  untouched.  The  imprW* 
that  ought  to  prevail  waa,.that  it  wouUbt 
dangerous  to  overturn  tbe  pnaciplnod 
measure  which  had  been  in  operati<mf<' 
three  or  four  hundred  jean.  But  ^ 
poor-nrates  was  a  aubjact.  that  Ataaoi^ 
tbe  moat  fenoia  G«uiil«ruioB  «t  tbc  ^ 
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sent  time,  when  they  had  increued  to 
such  Jon  enormous  amount,  as  to  absorb 
one-tnird  of  the  whole  rental  of  the  king- 
dom. They  were  now  about  eight  mil- 
lions annually,  and  the  whole  rental  did 
not  exceed  §4  millions.  The  system  of 
giving  relief  to  erery  person,  merely  be- 
cause he  was  poor,  was  expressly  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nature  and  the  law  of  God, 
which  declares,  that  each  indiridual  shall 
earn  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow ; 
and  it  was  impossible  that  mankind  could 
be  maintained  upon  any  other  principle. 
But  our  system  was  the  worst  species  of 
Agrarian  law,  which  caused  a  man  to 
have  an  interest  in  enjoying  the  fruit  of 
the  land,  but  no  interest  in  the  labour  that 
produced  it ;  and  it  was  singular,  that  in 
no  other  country  was  this  system  adopted. 
The  cause  why  so  many  unhappy  people 
were  dragged  to  workhouses  and  immured 
was,  our  having  extended  our  principle  of 
relief  to  all  persons  who  are  poor.  Bat 
we  sliould  not  be  able  to  continue  this 
principle  long;  for  the  time  must  come 
when  every  healthy  person  must  live  by 
the  produce  of  his  own  labour.  The  evil 
WES  coming  rapidly  upon  us,  and  he  would 
say,  that  it  ought  to  suggest  the  necessity 
•f  reviewing  the  system  of  the  poor  laws 
altogether;  for  it  was  utterly  impossible 
that  we  could,  by  taxation  or  any  other 
means,  provide  for  the  increasing  amount 
of  rates  which  would  be  required  while 
this  system  prevailed,  and  from  which, 
he  really  thought,  the  greatest  danger 
threatened  the  community. 

Sir  (Samuel  RomiUy  said,  the  evil  which 
^e  hon.  baronet  sought  to  correct  was, 
that  the  criminal  law  should  not  be  applied 
to  the  unprotected  poor,  at  the  pleasure  of 
persons  at  the  head  of  parishes.  They 
nad  the  greatest  temptations,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  exceed  ^he  powers  given  them 
by  law,  and  the  poor  wretches  could  only 
bring  their  action  for  false  imprisonment, 
which,  it  must  be  seen,  it  was  impossible 
for  any  of  them  to  do.  All  the  transac- 
tions that  had  been  related  as  having  oc- 
curred in  the  poor-house  of  Lincoln,  were 
in  direct  violation  of  the  act  which  was 
called 'Mr.  Kenrick's  act.  Sir  Samuel 
descanted  on  these  abuses,  and  declared 
his  opinion,  that  nothing  was  more  abhor- 
rent than  that  the  children  of  the  poor 
should  be  apprenticed  in  the  workhouse 
for  fourteen  years,  and  made  the  slaves  of 
the  governors.  Another  horrible  circum- 
stance was,  the  tuning  of  the  labour  of 
the  poor,  which  gentlemen  who  had  read 


Aprils,  1816«  [854 

the  report  on  the  mendicity  committee, 
would  understand  was  quite  different  from 
farming  them  out  by  the  Loitdon  parishes, 
to  be  maintained ;  this  was  quite  different 
from  farming  them  out  to  work  like  slaves. 
He  entreated  the  House  to  recollect  that 
they  were  legislating  for  poor  people,  who 
had  no  fnenus  in  the  world,  and  who  could 
not  possibly  obtain  justice,  unless  at  their 
hands.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  only 
to  correct  abases ;  but  he  hoped  it  would 
go  to  correct  them  wherever  they  could 
by  any  possibility  be  discovered ;  and  he 
trusted  the  House  would  pay  every  atten- 
tion to  it  as  it  passed  before  them,  and 
make  the  violation  of  the  law  towards  the 
poor  in  future  a  punishable  misdemeanor. 
Sir  Egerton  Brydges  also  supported  the 
motion.  After  which  leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  bill.  Sir  Robert  Heron  after- 
wards presented  the  bill,  which  was  read 
a  first  time. 

Wine  Trade.]  Mr.  Sharp  presented 
a  petition  from  a  number  of  importers  of 
and  dealers  in  foreign  wines,  describing 
the  distressed  state  of  the  trade,  and  pray- 
ing that  parliament  would  be  pleased  to 
take  their  case  into  serious  consideration. 
On  the  motion  that  the  petition  should  lie 
on  the  table, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqfter  shortly 
stated  the  circumstances  which  had  at- 
tended a  conference  that  he  had  had  with 
a  deputation  from  the  petitioners,  and  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  declare, 
that  in  the  present  situation  of  the  coun* 
try,  he  could  not  listen  to  any  proposition 
for  reducing  so  important  a  branch  of  the 
revenue. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

%RftnssioN  OF  Excise  Prosecutions.] 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brougham,  the  aet 
of  the  54fth  of  the  King,  c.  171,  **  to  em- 
power the  commissioners  of  his  majesty's 
treasury  to  restore  seizures,  or  remit  or 
mitigate  fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures 
incurred  concemmg  any  laws  relating  to 
the  customs  or  excise,  or  navigation  and 
trade,  of  Great  Britain,"  was  read.  After 
which, 

Mr.  Brougham  rose,  in  pursuance  of 
the  notice  which  he  had  some  time  ago 
given,  to  solicit  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  subject  which,  in  his  opinion,  amply 
deserved  the  most  serious  consideration  of 
every  man  who  entertained  a  duo  regard 
for  the  commercial,  the  financial,  or  (which 
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wM  bjr  far  llie  mosl  Important }  the  consti* 
tiiliMid  ioitiiulioni  of  hb  country.  When 
tbicvutqcct  wai-  tint  mcftiioncci,  an  oppor- 
tunitr  had  not  been  aH'»rile'l  olexpUining 
Uie  cituiige  whicli  tno  yean  ago  bnd  been 
i:Ceci«d  ill  ilie  law  as  it  rc»prctcd  the 
i-eveiur>  To  reader  ilie  tuicnit-nli  which 
ho  wan  ahiiiK  to  make  inlelli)iit>k,  he  mual 
trouble  the  House  with  a  few  words  at 
t)i«  nutiM,  explanatory  of  the  state  of  the 
law  tefore  and  since  llM  change  occa- 
siOD«d  by  the  Malute  which  hud  just  been 
entered  by  the  clerk  a*  having  been  read. 
Whvn  he  reminded  the  House  of  (he  vast 
extern  of  the  revenue,  and  particularly 
of  lh»Mi  two  ureal  branchea  of  it,  the  euf 
tHna  and  >Ii«  excise— when  the  House 
kept  in  their  eye  ilic  fact  thai  tlie  perina* 
tient  revenue,  that  which  existed  in  peace, 
cuceuiled  S:^  million- — when  they  reflected 
th»t  t»  this  was  added  in  lime  of  war  10 
millions  more  from  the  war  duties— -wticn 
they  coiitpmjilntcd  the  cnnrninm  amount 
Af  HtB  whole,  43  millions— he  wnt  nure  lie 
Hfred  nol  sa^  a  word  more  lo  conflnce 
them  ot  ihu  infinite  iinpurlunce  that  ouj^hl 
to  Attach  to  all  the  hraiiches  of  the  law 
which  lelnted  to  the  collection  anil  to  ihc 
punndimont  of  tiie  evasion  of  the  duties, 
bywhici)  a  %vn>  of  such  magnitude  was 
msde  up.  The  House  must  he  wi'll  aware, 
that  io  former  limes  the  whole  authority 
of  collecting  this  revenue  was  rested  in 
the  Iwn  great  hoards  of  customs  nnd  ex- 
ciM.  The  comniiecioners  of  customs  and 
fxctte,  alihounh  appointetl  by  the  Crown, 
held  ibeir  'iffices  during  life  or  good  be- 
haviour. Tliey  were  formerly,  as  ihey 
wttt  at  present,  taken  from  that  inde- 
pendent class  of  the  community,  whose 
liberal  endowments  and  honourable  habits 
afforded  a  fair  preaumption  that  certain 
djicretioiiDry  powers  with  respect  to  this 
important  subject  of  the  revenue,  might 
be  led  iu  their  hands,  not  only  with  safely, 
but  with  advanlaue  to  ihe  public  interest. 
One  of  the  most  momentous  of  those 
powers  WIS,  the  control  entrusted  to 
tbwn  wer  the  prosecutions  for  penaliie)> 
incurred  by  the  violation  of  the  revenue 
lawa,  The  revenue  was  so  enormous,  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  form  en  idea 
of  the  immense  mass  of  business  trans- 
acted in  that  particular.  The  time  of  the 
com roissi oners  had  been  almost  entirely 
occupied  will)  con^iderBliun!i  of  that  nature. 
He  was  uilcrly  unable  lo  give  the  IJousl'  a 
notion  of  the  number  ufcutes  of  violution 
of  the  revenue  laws  brsugbl  into  the  court, 


Mr.  Brougham't  Motion  respecting  [B| 
been  the  result,  and  of  the  number  iowtii 
proceedings  had  been  atnyed.  Bui  «t« 
it  was  considered  that  a  meru  abunai 
the  revenue  laws  furnistied  matter  (an 
large  volume — ihiit  evcD  ■  luereiadtia 
those  laws  ^lled  a  volume  of  no  niuUU 
—that  thu  laws  tltemselve*  (tpesbr 
within  compass)  occupied  tbrre  or  fw 
Toluinct  of  the  statute  boolu^wheata 
wiM  considered,  and  when  ttie  vast  vM| 
of  commodities  to  which  those  Unf 
plied  was  also  considered,  ii  would  bt» 
licient  to  prove  how  vast  must  be  thtta 
of  business  which  the  boarda  of  cbAb 
and  excise  must  have  had  lo  fet  thm; 
in  ihe  discharge  of  (hat  particular  d^ 
to  whicli  lie  liatl  referred. 

In  the  hands  of  those  boards,  and  (t>i 
purticuUr  Htaiuie)  in  the  handi  0*  >lt 
utlorney -general  lued  in  formercnial^ 
ho  lodged  the  power  of  cnmm>*cis(  o, 
carryinj;  on,  and  of  slaying  (uiira 
lemieil)  proceedings  in  t)te  prosccsua 
of  ofleoces  against  the  roTentu  la«i>  I) 
different  statutes,  which  lie  wmU  « 
specify,  because  he  w(t»  luuiioasuaNa 
any  tiling  like  a  l^al  detail,  a  tedSi 
power  had  been  conlided  to  those  loM 
I— namely,  the  power  oS  reOMiwI 
I  had  been  M>ael,( 


goods  and  V 
or  which  had  became  forfeit.    T^boW,'. 
mas  subject    to   ctRsia  lioiic*- 


judgmen 
jicnding. 
material 


however, 

ily  be  exenMcd  befat 
while  the  proceedings  were  I« 
Another  limitation  »tiU  nmrt 
iM,  that  it  could  only  be  eiM- 
ciKeii  in  cn$es  in  which  the  comraistuun 
and  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  "W 
convinced  that  there  had  been  no  fiw^ 
lent  intention;  but  that  the  penoa  *li* 
had  contravened  the  revenue  law  hiddtu 
so  bv  mistake,  and  not  by  design.  Tit 
laat  liniiiaiion  lo  the  power  was,  ibsl ' 
was  not  lo  be  exercised  in  breaches  of  ll* 
navigation  laws.  The  House  would  ok 
serve  the  extreme  imponauce  of  liie  Inv  ■ 
tations  which  he  hail  jusi  described.  Tht\ 
first,  preventing  the  restoration  ol  eoo4t,| 
or  the  remisaion  of  penalties  afier  tbi  i 
cauite  had  been  tried,  and  jiidguieDl  b>J 
been  given  for  ibe  Crown.  The  second' 
limning  ihe  restoration  of  goods,  andlkt 
remission  uf  |>enalties  to  those  cases  e 
which  there  was  good  reason  to  belic* 
thai  no  fraud  was  intended,  but  ihatds 
party  otfending  hud  unintentionally  fsUs  . 
inio  one  of  those  liitje  traps  inio  whiA 
in  the  multiplicity  of  revenue  regulalioM  j 
the  fairest  dealer  might  inadvertently^ 


ai  the  juimber  in  whick  cattTictiau  had   betra;e4<     The  lau  UautfLtion,  tite  foW 


I  pw»  . 


837]  the  Remission  tfExcif  PrgtecuHons.  April  Q,  1816. 


[858 


important  limitation,  the  limitation  to 
which  on  the  present  occaition  he  wi&hed 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  be  particu* 
larlj  directed,  was,  that  these  povrera  of 
r-emission,  limited  to  mesne  proceedings, 
and  to  transactions  which  were  botui  fide 
mistaken  and  not  frauds,  were  confined  to 
the  boards  of  customs  and  excise,  and  to 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  but  chiefly 
to  the  former.  These  powers,  so  exten- 
»ive,  operating  on  almost  all  the  traders 
of  the  empire,  going  into  all  the  minute 
questions  of  the  revenue— these  powers  it 
had  been  thought  might  be  safely  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  men  choHen  from  the  class 
which  he  had  already  described,  liberal, 
respectable,  and  above  all  unconnected 
with  his  majesty's  government,  indepen- 
dent on  any  changes  that  might  take  place 
in  the  administration;  and,  being appomted 
for  life,  ^te^  from  all  political  influence. 

In  this  state  stood  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ject, until  the  month  of  July  1814,  when 
it  pleased  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
to  pass  an  act  which  speedily  received  the 
royal  assent.  By  this  act,  so  exceedingly 
concise,  that  it  did  not  occupy  half  a  page 
of  the  volume  on  the  table,  a  change  the 
most  important  that  had  ever  been  made 
by  one  statute  in  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  the  country,  was  suddenly,  and  (as  he 
was  prepared  to  demonstrate)  in  the  dark 
carried  into  effect.  The  first  change 
which  this  new  act  occasioned  was  that  it 
swept  away  the  first  limitation  of  power 
which  he  had  described.  Goods  might 
be  restored,  and  penalties  might  be  re- 
mitted, after  judgment  had  been  given  in 
a  court  of  record  in  favour  of  the  Crown. 
It  next  swept  away  that  limitation  which 
prohibited  the  restoration  or  the  remia- 
sion,  except  in  cases  in  which  the  board 
or  the  law  officers  were  satisfied  that  there 
had  been  no  fraudulent  intention.  Lastly 
(and  to  that  particular  his  observations  on 
the  present  occasion  would  peculiarly 
apply),  it  removed  that  greatest  and  most 
important  limitation,  the  existence  of 
which  alone  rendered  safe  the  existence 
of  the  power  of  restoration  and  remission. 
By  the  act  of  1814,  the  whole  of  the  juris- 
diction in  these  cases,  the  power  of  com- 
mencing, of  continuing  and  of  staving  pro- 
ceedings, the  restoration  of  goods  seized, 
and  the  remission  of  penalties  forfeited 
cither  before  or  after  conviction — in  short, 
the  whole  dispensing  power  in  all  matters 
relating  to  a  revenue  of  43  millions  was 
transferred  from  the  permanent,  from  the 
.u^ministeriaI,  from  the  unpolitical  bands 


in  which  it  had  until  that  period  been 
placed,  to  the  hands  of  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  his  niajesty's  treasury  ! — If  any 
one  in  after  times,  cabtins  back  an  eye 
towards  the  period  to  which  he  had  just 
alluded,  and  noticing  the  extraordinary 
change  which  had  suddenly  taken  place 
in  the  revenue  laws,  and  in  the  principle 
of  the  execution  of  the  dispensing  power 
connected  with  them--a  principle  which, 
if  parliament   did  not  interfere,    would 
speedily  attain  to  a  more  alarming  height 
in  practice  than  it  had  yet  done,  alarming 
as  was  its  present  progress    if  any  such 
observer,  struck  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
alteration,    should    take   a  retrospective 
view  of  the  occurrences  of  the  time  when 
it  was  effected,  he  would  naturally  expect 
to  find  that  this  revolution  in  laws  so  es- 
sential to  the  welfare  of  the  country  had 
experienced   in  parliament  consideration 
proportioned   to  the  magnitude  and  im- 
portance of  the  proposition.     He  would 
look  to  those  ordinary  depositories  of  par^ 
liamentary  information  to  which  historians, 
and  all  who  had  not  access  to  parliament 
itself  must  have  recourse  on  such  occa- 
sions ;   and  he  would  endeavour  to  find  in 
the  Parliamentary  Debates  of  the  summer 
of  1814  some  traces  of  that  elaborate,  that 
legal,  and  that  constitutional  discussion 
to  which  so  great  a  proposed  change  ia 
the  laws  must,  in  his  opinion,  have  given 
birth.     He  would  consult  them  in  vain. 
In  vain  would  he  search  through  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings  of  that  period.    Not  a 
tittle  of  information  would    he  obtain. 
Not  a  single  word  would  he  find  recorded 
as  having  been  uttered  on  the  subject  of 
tliis  momentous   alteration.     Astonished 
at  this,  he  would  suspect  some  mistake-— 
he  would  suspect  that  by  some  extraordi* 
nary  exercise  of  the  common  law,  over- 
ruling the  statutes  of  the  realm,    this 
change  had   been  effected.      He  would 
doubt  if  any  act  had  really  passed  on  the 
subject.    But  on  consulting  the  votes  of 
the  House  he  would  see  the  history  of  the 
transaction.     And  what  did  the  House 
think  was  that  history  ?  On  examining  the 
votes,  he  found  that  on  the  19th  of  July 
the  bill  was  proposed.    It  was  proposed 
at  the  end  of  a  long  and  laborious  session 
—on  a  night  when  various  proceedings 
had  taken  place  in  the  House,  and  among 
others,  a  debate  of  considerable  length. 
It  was  recorded  in  the  votes  that  the 
House  sat  till  after  twelve;  that  after  that 
hour  a  great  deal  of  business,  amounting 
to  no  less  tlian  25  distinct  heads  (besides 
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othcn  paal|ionc(l)  wiudonc:  mnny  bills, 
iome  oftlicm  ttfTpclinKlhc  property,  some 
probably  the  lives  of  hii  majesty's  sub- 
iecUt  went  throasli  iliSeront  stages  &t  this 
late  hour,  mid  towards  the  cud  of  tlie  sit- 
ting—about  two  o'clock,  or  nearer  two 
than  one — lie  found  it  entered,  that  leave 
wai  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  which  bill 
tarncA  om  to  be  tbu  identical  measure,  to 
tlic  nature  uf  which  hu  now  wished  to  call 
tiie  actanliou  of  the  House.  Not  o  word 
had  been  said— no  explanation  was  given. 
Tbo  House — if  Ilouie  it  could  be  culled. 
in  which,  instead  of  forty  members,  there 
ware  in  all  probability  not  above  four^ 
t  entirely  taken  by  surptiM?.    Such  as 


abuse  of  the  power  thus  )od|et}  in  fintl 
hands;  and  unless  the  Houm  meanttP 
ileelare  that  ihcy  would  no  longvr  in^f 
into  the  exercise  of  any  power  vcRrd  i 
governmanl,  but  (hat  they  would  ukt  i 
for  granted  Buch  power  was  rightly  cir- 
cised,  they  could  not  refuse  to  access 
one  of  hia  motions,  which  waa,  for  imma 
and  rigorous  exanninatioii  into  the  nji 
which  llio  power  in  question  had  ba 
exercised.  Again,  if  the  House  wtrtv 
determined  to  be  deaf  to  the  publie  m 
or  to  be  blind  to  the  papers  ontlKtBi 
they  must  allow  tliat  at  least  ooe  a«i 
grot*  abuse  was  eslabtiahed,  wbidiitn 
impossibk-  to  explain  away  ; 


It  was,  however,  in  uticr  ignorance  of  the     event  they  must  accede  to  another  of* 


tendency  of  the  measure-^-at  such  a  period 
of  luch  a  session — was  Itrave  given  lo  in- 
troduce this  bill.  In  the  course  of  two 
or  three  dsys,  the  bill  was  read  a  second 
time  1  it  was  speedily  committed,  and  on 
the  'iOlh  of  .Inly  it  wni  rend  a  third  time, 
and  pjiuctl ;  and  on  the  SOth,  having  gone 
through  the  House  of  Lords,  it  received 
royal  anient.     So  great  was  the  hurry 


mDiians.  wliich  was  to  express  sb  gp 
nion  on  the  conduct  of  govenavsi  a 
that  individual  case. 

He  was  unwilling  to  trespan  Dt  Om 
time  of  (he  House,  but  it  wm  DKron 
shortly  to  remind  them,  (hat  iiidtfe 
denily  of  (hat  case  to  which  be  hal  ji 
alluded,  there  were  several  otli(n,«h: 
ilthough  not  Eo  full  of  abuse, jrct  esUi 


with  which  the  bill  went  through  parlia-  '  great  malversation.       The  tmt  af  ita. 


(hent,  that  ho  doubted  whether 
©von  been  printed.  Such  was  tlie  history 
of  this  cxtrLiordinary  and  almost  universal 
chlinge  inthe  adminislratlon  of  the  revenue. 
'  The  remark  which  must  naturally  strike 
all  ivho  had  attended  to  this  history  was, 


that  a  power  thus  suddenly  trantfuiTcd  to  ]  gated   by 


tras  that  of  Mr.  I>aTle,  a  cmm^ 
brewer,  ot'Lyinc-Hegis.  This  Mr.  Dm^ 
hud  incurred  penalties  und«r  iIk  etv- 
laws,  to  a  large  amount.  OBpneeediia] 
being  taken  againat  him,  a  vcnficl,  on  the 
ith  iif  June,  was  obtained,  pnHwbl^nut; 


the  lords  commissioners  of  his  luajesty' 
treasury — a  power  almost  boundless  in  its 
extent— a  power  highly  important  to  the 
commerce  and  finances  of  the  country, 
and  still  more  to  the  rights  of  the  subjects 
—a  power  which,  so  placed,  became  most 
Optical  and  delicate  in  its  nature. — It  must 
naturally  strike  every  impartial  person 
that  cases  would  be  apt  to  arise  in  which 
that  power  would  be  abused.  He  had  no 
doubt,  however,  that  if  at  the  time  of 
passing  the  act,  any  one  had  risen  and 
objected  to  the  transfer  of  this  aulhori^, 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  make  almost 
every  merchant  and  manufacturer  in  Eng- 
land become  several  times  in  the  year  a 
suitor  at  the  door  of  the  treasury ;  and 
that  it  might  tempt  his  majesty's  ministers 
to  abuse  the  trust  reposed  m  them,  he 
would  have  been  laughed  to  scorn  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite ;  who  would 
have  asked  if  the  House  conceived  il 
possible  for  such  corruption  to  exist  in  the 

f;ovemment .'  It  so  happened,  neverihc- 
ess,  that  the  papers  now  on  the  table  of 
the  House  subitaatiated  a  case  of  repeated 
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attempt  made  by  Mr.  Davie  to  a 
remission  of  this  penalty  wasbyamOtj 
rial  presented  to  the  treasury  on  thelSl 
of  June,  1814.  Tlii^  niemorial  wSibsEWJ 
by  a  letter  to  one  of  the  secretaries  rf * 
treasury,  n  right  hon.  p^nlleman  opp^ 
(Mr.  Arbuthnoi),  from  a  noble  wrii 
member  of  the  other  H  ouse  of  Parfisa* 
This  letter  w.-is  as  follows  :— 

"  Dear  Arbuthnot;  I  have  received* 
inclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Davie  of  Ly«' 
hoping  that  the  circumstance  ti*t  I" 
states  maybe  attended  to,  and  tbU  lut 
case  may  be  fully  and  fairiy  J«J  befim 
the  lords  of  the  treasury  when  they  gi^ 
their  judgment  upon  it.  I  am,  ywa 
very  sincerely— West. MOHt-ASD.—i^- 
18,  181*." 

He  (Mr.  Brougham)  certainlj  »f; 
milted  that  there  were  no  grounds  laAi) 
letter  for  asserting  that  the  nobis  W 
was  rash  enough  to  apply  for  favour  l> 
wards  Mr.  Davie  on  the  reasons  stateJa 
the  memorial.  Thg  noble  lord  (for  fc 
was  desirous  not  to  overstate  the  cik1| 
merely  desired  that  die  altealiffli  of  tkt 
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lords  of  the  treasury  might  be  directed  to 
the  Bubiect.  The  consequence  of  this 
application  was,  that  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
sury referred  the  whole  matter  to  the 
board  of  excise,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  Of  the  favour  thus  conferred  on 
hira,  Mr.  Davie  was  duly  sensible,  for  in 
a  letter  immediately  afterivards  he  ex- 
pressed his  sense  of  his  obligation  to  the 
noble  lord  in  the  following  words :«— <<  I 
am  exceedingly  obliged  by  your  lordship's 
kindness ;"  and  in  another  letter,  dated 
Aug.  15,  he  said,  "  I  should  esteem  it  as 
the  greatest  favour  if  your  lordship  will 
mention  this  circumstance  to  either  of  the 
lords  of  the  treasury  before  their  decision 
is  passed  upon  the  memorial,  and  your 
lordship's  influence"  (supposing  with  the 
Ignorance  and  simplicity  of  the  country 
people  on  such  occasions,  that  undue  in- 
fluence was  sometimes  exercised  in  the 
various  public  departments)  **  will  have 
great  weight,  and  will  be  most  gratefully 
acknowledged  by  my  father  and  family." 
Although  the  explanation  might  elucidate 
this  transaction,  he  (Mr.  Brougham)  felt 
that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  state  the 
connexion  that  subsisted  between  the 
noble  earl  and  the  borough  of  Lyme  Regis. 
Several  other  memorials  were  presented 
by  Mr,  Davie,  and  referred  from  time  to 
time  by  the  lords  of  the  treasury  to  the 
board  of  excise.  The  report  of  the  board 
was  communicated  to  Mr.  Davie,  who 
furnished  the  materials  for  replying  to  it, 
paragraph  by  paragraph.  Finding,  how- 
ever, thnt  his  ai&ir  did  not  go  on  so  well 
as  he  expected,  Mr.  Davie  (being,  as  he 
before  observed,  one  of  those  simple  igno- 
rant beings  who  believed  in  the  existence 
of  undue  influence)  thought  it  just  as  well 
to  have  two  strings  to  his  bow,  and  there- 
fore applied  to  the  member  for  the  county, 
Mr.  Morton  Pitt,  through  the  medium  of 
a  Mr.  rishcr,  an  attorney,  whose  letter, 
with  a  fresh  memorial  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Davie,  was  transmitted  by  Mr.  Pitt  to 
Mr.  Lushington  with  the  following  note, 
which  showed  that  he  had  interposed  on 
the  subject  before  :— 

"  My  dear  Sir ;  I  forgot  before  I  left 
London  to  send  you  the  two  enclosed 
papers,  which  I  mentioned  to  you  one 
night  coming  out  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  writer  of  the  letter,  Mr. 
Fisher,  is  a  most  respectable  solicitor  in 
Lyme.  Yours,  most  truly— W.  M,  Pitt. 
—Dec.  28,  181V 

After  this  came  another  letter  of  ac- 
knowledgment from    Mr.   Davie  to  the 


noble  lord,  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
which  ran  thus  :^**  Your  lordship's  inte- 
rest and  influence  on  our  behalf  will  most 
deeply  engage  the  warmest  gratitude  of 
my  father,  and  of  your  lordship's  most 
obliged  and  very  humble  servant — J.  S. 
Davik." 

On  a  further  reference  to  tliese  papers 
to  the  board  of  excise  a  final  report  was 
made  by  that  board,  adverse  to  Mr.  Da- 
vie's wishes.  With  that  decision  the  lords 
of  the  treasury  had  complied.  The  board 
refuted  all  the  arguments  in  Mr.  Davie's 
memorial,  declaring  also,  that  all  the  re- 
presentations which  had  been  made  in  hit 
fiiyour  were  unfounded,  and  expressed 
their  hope  that  the  judgment  which  had 
been  given  against  him  would  not  be  set 
aside  upon  any  ex-par te  or  extra-judicial 
proceeding.  The  report  concluded  by 
saying — "  We  shall  think  it  our  duty  to 
proceed  in  due  course  of  law,  unless,  as 
we  trust  will  not  be  the  case,  we  should 
receive  your  lordships  positive  orders  to 
forbear."  The  lords  of  the  treasury  at 
length  submitted,  after  having  thus,  al 
four  several  times,  referred  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  to  the  board  of  excisOf 
notwithstanding  the  unequivocal  opinion 
which  they  had  received  from  that  board 
in  the  first  inHtance,  and  notwithstanding 
the  decision  of  the  court  of  exchequer. 
The  result  had  been  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  most  substantial  advantage  to 
Mr.  Davie.  For,  in  consequence  ot  the 
delays  arising  from  the  interference  in  his 
favour  by  the  noble  earl  and  by  Mr, 
Morton  Pitt— the  first  his  friend  in  the 
borough  of  Lyme,  the  second  the  member 
for  the  county  of  Dorset,  in  which  the 
borough  of  Lyme  was  situated.  Mr. 
Davie  obtained,  in  the  first  instance,  a 
delay  of  eleven  months,  during  which 
time  the  proceedings  against  him  were 
stayed;  and,  ultimately,  when  the  lords 
of  the  treasury  refused  to  comply  with 
his  prayer  totally  to  remit  the  penalties 
which  he  had  incurred,  that  refusal,  with 
a  view  to  render  it  less  galling,  was  ac- 
companied with  another  delay  of  two 
months,  in  order  to  enable  liim  to  pay  the 
penalties  with  more  facility.  Next  to  an 
absolute  remission,  that  delay  was  the 
greatest  favour  that  Mr.  Davie  could  re- 
ceive ;  and  the  whole  detail  of  the  trans- 
I  action  bore  him  (Mr.  Brougham)  out  in 
the  assertion,  that  that  favour  Mr.  Davie 
j  would  not  have  experienced,  had  he  not, 
to  use  a  vulgar  expression—**  had  a  friend 
at  court." 
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The  next  cmc  to  which  he  should  ftd.  I  linen.  Though  he  had  ranaeri]r  hen  i 
\cn,  was  that  of  Mr.  John  Abboll,  com- 1  landed  gentleman — thouph  be  had  Jn 
mon  brewer,  of  Canterbury.  It  (ippeared  in  fegpeciable  tac'iety,  and  hnd  been  tti 
that  Mr.  Abbott  lifld  been  engaged  ns  a  '  enough  brought  op,  for  any  thing  km 
brewer  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  that  ;  to  the  contrary— yet.  bb  he  bad  nw 
about  two  yeaf*  oco  a  proBcculion  was  j  been  at  a  univetiily,  he  haJ  not  lenrit 
tomnicnced  by  the  board  of  excise  against  I  how  to  make  ale  [A  laugh].  Fromiii 
him,  for  having  mixed  vitriol,  coculu*  1  cag»e  he  remained  ignorant  of  ihe  «i» 
indigo,  grains  of  paradise,  guinea  pep-  ence  of  the  nature  and  the  uae  of  tint 
per,  and  other  deleterious  materials  in  the  '  structiwe  ingredienta  mixed  whhbiali^r 
beer  which  he  brewed,  a  large  quantity  '  or  lying  about  hi»  ptemiaea.  He  acb> 
of  those  poisonous  articles  having  been  '  ledged  thai  there  waa  founj  aboui  h 
found  on  his  premiscB.  It  wat  known  I  brewery  one  pound  of  a  *ulislance>k 
M  the  House  that  a  more  deleterious  was  called  cow-powder,  Thi*  cow  punk 
ingredient  could  not  be  used  in  any  |  remained  under  the  care  of  ant  CrMb 
tiqwr  than  vitriol,  a  yery  small  portion  of  j  a  confidential  lerrant,  who  odiniDiKn 
Mich  would  be  sufRcienl  to  poison  a  :  as  nefd  rcauired,  co  the  cow  or  thepoW. 
ctrons  man,  and  thouKh  the  quantity  !  The  defendant  did  n«it  deny,  in  hiii]Mi» 
nixeain  n  largeprnportionof  beer,  might  |  rations,  that  such  n  powder  wufumal.hi 
not  bo  sufficient  immediately  lo  destroy    limited  the  quantity  of  it  to  ont  [maif, 


life,  jet  it  was  evident  that  ihe  constant 
drinlting  of  a  liquor,  in  which  even  so 
•insll  a  portion  of  ii  was  used  as  to  give 
it  that  particular  laete  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  gi»e,  would  be  extremely  pre- 
judicial to  health.  It  was  not  like  quasbia 
and  some  other  in^iedicnts  which  were 
froquently  mixed  in  porter,  it  was  cor- 
rosive in  its  nature,  and  might  subject  the 
unhappy  man  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
drinking  the  liquor  in  which  it  woa  mixed, 
to  painful  and  lingering  diseosea,  which 
weald  only  terminate  with  his  life  [Hear, 
hear!].  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it 
wM  the  intention  of  Mr.  Abbott  to  pro- 
duce any  bad  etTccls  by  the  mixture  of 
this  article  in  his  beer,  or  that  he  thought 
it  could  produce  that  ejlect  which  he  had 
daKribed.  He  believed  Mr-  Abbott  to 
be  a  man  of  a  very  good  chamcter,  one 
who  would  not  nilfully  give  Euch  o  dele- 
terious mixture  to  the  nubile.  To  suppose 
that  be  would  wilfully  consent  to  this 
would  be  to  charge  him  with  a  fclonv. 
But  he  wished  particularly  lo  call  the  al- 
tcDlion  of  the  House  to  what  had  been 
stated  by  Mr.  Abbott,  in  the  memorial 
which  he  sent  to  the  treasury  in  his  de- 
fence. In  this  memorial  he  staled,  that 
he  did  not  know  of  any  such  ingredient* 
having  been  put  in  his  beer.  Though  lie 
had  been  in  the  trade  for  28  years,  he  did  [ 
not  know  of  what  materials  his  porter  was 
made.  He  stated,  that  not  having  been 
brought  up  to  trade  or  business  of  any 
sort  or  kind  whaisoever,  he  was  totally 
ignorant  of  the  business  in  which  he  had 


upon  search  being  mw, 
pounds  were  discovered.  He  itdmi 
that  he  waa  not  aware  of  more;  btnit' 
exciseman,  whose  knowledge  was  roia 
limited  in  matters  of  revenue  as  this  pt 
tleman's  was  profeased  lo  be  iu  rrgira:' 
brening,  and  who,  it  appeared,  had  t^ 
advantage  of  a  better  education  ioihrb 
of  his  business,  was  not  sati»6erf  with  \k' 
account;  and,  tnaking  a  tnnrc  itrif 
search,  brought  to  light  two  peanih  ri 
ihia  cow-powder.  Being  efiallj  in^uB'- 
live  with  regard  to  the  qunniitj  of  tiiml 
the  exci>eman  discovered  n«i  onl>  ttirt, 
pounds,  which  was  eaid  by  Mr.  Abbouu 
be  the  amount  of  all  that  was^xntbi 
premises,  but  fourteen  pounds,  togt^ 
with  two  boxes  capable  of  coataiiuK 
fifly-six  poundo,  or  half  a  hundred  wo^ 
Any  jury  in  EngUnd,  before  whom  «i 
facta  were  laid,  osthat  t4-lbe  of  •  substnc! 
were  discovered  aloiif;  with  1*0  b«» 
from  which  it  was  evidently  taken,  » 
pable  of  containinff  SGib.,  would  hue  it 
ierred,  without  hesitation,  that  these  base 
hod  btcn  formerly  filled — that  thef  td 
been  purchased  for  the  u$e  of  tliebnvery 
in  which  they  were  found— sod  that  V> 
that  use  a  part  of  the  subsuncit  ibalbad 
disappeared  had  been  ap|>liMl.  )<(4>o4 
1  buy  boxes  capable  oT  comaiiMf 
561b.  for  the  purpose  of  holding  141b.  »■ 
cept  it  were  rendered  probable  (hat,  1^ 
ing  a  small  quantity  of  any  substaMt 
they  were  desirous  of  using  a  larger  tew^ 
These  were  the  rules  upon  which  a  ju" 
would  proceed;  and  they  would  ndlfti 
r Idering  ihe  attempted  coocol- 


been  to  long  engaged.     He  was,  therefore, 

obliged  to  depend  upon  the  skill  and  in-  '  inent,  the  probability  that  'the 

formatioa  ef  others  in  conducting  Iiis  bu-  j  meat  aroec  from  tke 
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intention,  and  all  the  other  circumstantiiil 
evidences  of  the  case,  to  bring  in  a  ver- 
dict of  guilty.  This  was  not  all :  the 
vitriol  was  found  scattered  about»  and  the 
servants  endeavoured  to  secret  the  boxea 
that  contained  it.  He  would  leave  it  to 
the  House  to  judge,  if  there  was  not  here 
sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  the  conclu- 
sion, Uiat  there  was  an  intention,  not  only 
of  practising  a  fraud  upon  the  revenue, 
but  of  identifying  that  fraud  with  the 
mixture  of  rank  poison  in  the  beverage 
sold  to  the  people  as  wholesome  liquor. 

Then  came  tne  testimonials  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Abbott.  There  were  letters  in  his  fa- 
vour from  Mr.  Marryatt,  from  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county,  from  an  hon.  ba- 
ronet opposite  (sir  William  Curtis), and  from 
the  memberfor  the  city  of  Canterbury  (Mr. 
Baker  ^,  addressed  to  the  treasurj^*  They 
all  spoKe  highly  of  his  conduct  prior  to  the 
transaction  in  question.  The  hon.  baronet 
might  speak  with  the  utmost  sincerity  and 
from  the  warmest  friendship,  and  in  what- 
ever he  said  there  might  be  no  reason  for 
-suspicion  of  political  influence.  The  re- 
commendation that  came  from  one  of  the 
members  representing  the  city  where  the 
defendant  resided,  and  where  his  influence 
at  an  election  might  be  exerted,  appeared 
under  different  circumstances,  and  was 
liable  to  some  suspicion.  Although  the 
testimony  he  offered  might  be  prompted 
by  the  sentiments  of  regard  that  it  ap- 
peared to  express  when  the  hon.  member 
called  Mr.  Abbbtt  his  '*  much  esteemed 
and  valued  friend,"  yet  the  House  could 
not  but  view  with  some  jealousy  the  inter- 
ference of  one  meinber  of  parliament  ex- 
erting his  influence  with  the  lords  of  the 
treasury,  to  screen  from  the  consequences 
of  a  breach  of  law  a  person  who  might  pro- 
mote or  oppose  his  election,  and  conveying 
that  influence  through  the  medium  of 
another  hon.  member  of  the  House  (Mr. 
Lushington)  who,  besides  being  his  col- 
league in  representing  the  same  city,  was 
likewise  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  board 
to  which  the  application  was  made  [Hear, 
hear  I] .  There  was  another  testimonial  in 
Mr.  Abbott's  favour,  which,  though  of  no 
great  importance  in  itself,  was  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  House,  as  being  one  of  the 
many  on  which  the  lords  of  the  treasury 
had  founded  their  ultimate  decision.  It 
was  a  letter  from  the  very  reverend  the 
dean  of  Canterbury,  Dr.  Gerrard  An- 
drewes.  The  very  reverend  dean  says  in 
bis  letter,-— 

**  I   have  just  heard  that  my  good 
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neighbour,  Mr.  Abbott  of  Canterbory,  h 
likely  to  get  into  some  trouble  respecting 
an  information  laid  against  him  about  his 
brewery,  the  nature  of  which,  however,  I 
do  not  understand.  Ever  since  I  have 
known  him,  he  has  appeared  to  me  so  good 
«  man,  and  so  useful  a  magistrate,  that  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  have  that  usefulness 
diminished,  by  his  being  brought  forward 
to  the  public  in  a  matter  whioi  only  con- 
cerns ale  drinkers"— [a  laugh],  **  and  I 
fear  has  its  source  in  malice ;  for  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  Mr.  Abbott  has  not 
in  reality  been  to  blame.  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  mentioning  this  to  you,  because 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  prevent  evil;  and  to 
lessen  the  iimuence  ot  a  useful  men  unne- 
cessarily is  a  great  evil ;  and  if  by  pro- 
ducing this  letter  to  those  whom  it  may 
concern,  you  can  serve  him  and  the  public^ 
I  shall  be  much  gratified,  &c»" 

This,  indeed,  was  a  most  eztriordinary 
testimonial  which  the  worthy  dean  put 
forward  in  def^^ce  of  his  friend.  Because, 
forsooth,  the  matter  could  only  afiect  the 
lives  or  the  health  of  **  ale-drinkers,'*  it 
was  a  matter  of  minor  consideration,  and 
not  worth  having  his  good  neighbour  Mr. 
Abbott,  brought  into  trouble  about  [Hear, 
hear!  and  a  laugh].  The  good  dean  in 
the  simplicity  of  his  heart  considered  ale* 
drinkers  merely  as  so  many  Jfera  natura^ 
whom  it  would  be  of  very  little  conse- 
quence to  get  rid  of  in  any  manner,  whom 
every  one  was  at  liberty  to  destroy,  and 
whose  existence  was  in  no  manner  to 
balance  against  the  influence  of  Mr.  Ab« 
bott  [Hear,  hear!].  But  tlie  House 
and  the  country  would  differ  from  the  opi- 
nion of  the  worthy  dean,  and  would  think 
that  ale*  drinkers  were  too  valuable  a  por- 
tion of  society  to  be  exposed  to  destruc^* 
tion  by  the  fraud  or  ignorance  of  Mr* 
Abbott's  servants. 

The  hon.  and  learned  member  then 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
decision  of  the  board  of  excise,  and  ob- 
served, that  in  their  report  on  this  case  to 
the  lords  of  the  treasury,  they  disproved 
many  of  the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Ab- 
bott in  his  memorials.  They  stated  that 
the  charge  made  against  Mr.  Abbott  was 
for  one  of  the  **  grossest  and  least  pardon- 
able offences,"  wnich  could  be  committed 
— namely,  the  using  **  adulterating  ingre- 
dients in  his  beer,  whereby  not  merely  the 
revenue  was  defrauded,  but  the  health  of 
his  majesty's  subjects  was  highly  endan- 
gered.'' They  also  stated  that  there  had 
been  14lb.  of  vitrei  (not  31b.  as  stated  by 
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Mr.  Abbott  in  hij  racmoriu]}  in  lii»  con- 
cerns: that  ihe  servnnl*  could  not  haTc 
used  Ructi  an  ingredient  without  Mr.  Ab- 
batt's  kflowlrdfEf,  fts  he  mu»l  hare  dUco- 
-«er«d  it  by  tim  imyment*  made  fur  the 
hrgc  qumititiM  procure  (I ;  uiid  thry  con- 
cluded llii'ir  rpport  witb  these  words  :— 
•■Under  circumslances  of  so  flogrant  a 
nature,  we  canout  tbiiik  the  mcmorialiat 
entitled  to  the  least  favournhle  regard ; 
but  WO'  shall  coMiiler  it  our  tTidlHpensEkble 
duty  to  renew  tlie  proceedings  aijfiinst 
him,  and  brin^  the  same  to  isme  nilb  all 
poMible  dispntch.  unless  wa  ttiould  have 
vaar  lordships'  positive  ordefata  the  eon- 
•y  i  Bft  perfectly  satidficd  are  we  of  the 
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itty  of  thf  evidMce 
&r  cciiwicling  the  oifeniiei 
llial  the  CflHse  has  been  to  fur  dctuyed 
from  an  rx  parte  represent  at  ion  totally 
false  and  fn'oundtew."  This  was  iho  un- 
biMked  nflinion  of  the  six  coDimiMioners, 
wfaOM  names  were  signed  to  tlwir  rrport. 
Then  mere,  M.  Wish,  lord  0.  Soymuur. 
G.  Wntfon,  A.  Pliipps,  R.  Hydunham,  and 
Mr.  Serjeani  Manley.  They  were  all  men 
of  the  hi)ihest  cliaracier  for  honour,  and 
could  have  no  one  motive  for  doing  any 
thing  pitriially  ngainst  Mr.  Abbott;  ou 
tbe  contrary,  thuy  were  from  their  con- 
nexions likely  to  be  inflaenccd  more  by 
the  views  of  the  treasury  than  against 
Aem,  Every  motive  of  interest  and  con- 
nexion, if  any  such  could  be  supposed  to 
have  influence  with  tlicse  coramissi oners, 
ma  rather  in  favour  of  Mr.  Abbott.  Yet 
with  all  this,  these  upright  men  in  the 
eontclencious  discharge  of  their  public 
duty,  gave  the  report  tu  which  he  bad  just 
alluded. 

And  what  did  tbe  lords  of  the  trea- 
sury after  this  report,  and  with  all  these 
iacts  Btarjns  them  in  the  face?  They 
make  an  order  for  remitting  the  whole  of 
the  fine  [Hear,  hear,  from  the  treasury 
benches |].'  Mr.  Brougham  begged  pardon, 
he  found  he  had  been  mistaken,  but  there 
were  so  many  cases  of  this  nature,  that 
the  mistake  he  had  fallen  into  was  very 
natural.  The  lords  of  the  treasury  did 
not  order  the  remjggion  of  the  whole  iine, 
which  would,  if  the  proceedings  were 
carried  into  elfect,  amount  to  several 
thousand  pounds,  but  they  ordered  the 
board  of  excise  to  stay  all  further  proceed- 
iogs  against  Mr.  Abbott,  on  bis  paying  a 
fine  of  5001.  and  the  costs  of  the  Crown. 
He  should  then  ask  what  were  the  grounds 
on  which  the  treasury  came  to  that  deci- 
sion ?    Tlicy  were  limply  that  Mr.  Ab- 


Mr.  Bfougiam'i  Motion  retpectiitg        pA 
bott  did  not  knotp    of  these  deltttoril 
ingredients  having  been  used,  sod  thijB 
should  not  suRer  for  the  crime  ofolli^V 
rHear,  bear  !  from  the  treasury  beoefer' 
He  was  glad  to  find  by  tbe  clieen  of  it' 
gentlemen  opposite  that  this  wns  sjtti 
to.     He  was  glad  that  they  odmiiiui 
diMinction  between  guilt  in  poiotofi* 
and  in  point  of  fact,  and  be  wouldbe^ 
to  see  that   this   principle    was    can 
further  in  oiher  matters.     He  wouMm 
to  see  that  ihis  distinction  was  adof«di 
those  coses  where  the   law  of  l!m  n 
cnncerned.     On  a  former  occasion  be!* 
adverted,  though   unsuccessfully,  to  a 
•■—  of  petitioning  lo  the  Cmnk 


hands  mercy  in  cases  where  no  crime  in  wki 
'  fact  had  been  committed  by  iodividBk 
who  were,  nevertheless,  severely  potiiU 
There  were  neveral  cases  of  jWDstaw*, 
fur  libel  where  the  parties  puraM  W 
been  entirely  innocent  in  point  4  te' 
though  not  guiltless  in  point  of  !■«.  lii 
instanced  the  case  of*  Wakefield  u 
Cuthelt,  where  the  latter,  who  had  ox 
written  the  tibcl,  and  who,  in  puhtiiba 
it,  thought  be  had  been  publiiliiof  i* 
sertation  on  a  Greek  verb,  yet  UiUhflft 
beeu  convicted  aod  iicverely  panidal 
It  was  even  proved  by  affidavit  thatCiidiii| 
was  out  of  town  when  the  work  wiuptiBUt 
by  his  men  ;  yet  this  distiuMiaa  becwm 
guilt  in  law  and  in  fact  «li  not  then 
made.  The  hon.  and  learned  idic'iia- 
general  could  inforni  the  House  ihM  li' 
usuul  mode  adopted  in  those  cases  iai,i 
make  affidavit  that  the  accused  penoD  >i 
not  guilty ;  but  still  he  could  also  iiiEo:^ 
them  that  in  n6  case  of  libel  waitliitt' 
tended  with  any  good  effect  to  tbe  priscae. 
There  was  another  case  where  a  mart 

Eunished  for  u  libel,  which  was  publidiBl 
y  his  foreman,  while  be  himself  m* 
France.  It  was  said  on  tboce  occaaU 
to  the  accused,  ■' you  are  responsible  b, 
the  actions  of  your  servants,  and  if  y»i 
suffer  them  to  distribute  poison  iJtroi^Mdl 
the  country  (for  a  libel  might  be  couil 
dered  as  such)  you  must  take  the  consr| 
quences."  Tliis  was  an  exteosioa  of  tk 
law,  which,  if  denied  in  one  inslami 
could  not  be  fairly  exorcised  in  aooti* 
The  next  case  was  that  of  Wdf  BeojMW. 
soapmaker,  of  Leigh,  in  Essex.  Aib>| 
the  testimonies  in  his  favour,  there  nastf 
from  Mr.  Houblon,  and  two  from  I"  I 
other  members  of  llie  House.  TbajbV 
testimony  to  his  chiiracter  in  general,  W 
particularly  insisted  upon  his  loyalrf,ai3 
loyaltyvrereatallcoDcerDeduiinakiogaltfl 
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of  alkali  and  tallow,  and  conyertine  it  into 
soap  [A  laugh  J.  How  happened  it  that 
those  three  honourable  members,  whom  he 
generalljr  observed  in  their  places  opposite 
could  think  the}'  had  gained  a  pomt  in 
obtaining  a  ftvourable  consideration  of 
their  friend's  case  by  attesting  that  he  was 
not  only  honest  but  loyal  F  Could  his 
loyalty  be  a  hieher  praise  than  his  honesty, 
or  could  it  add  to  the  merits  of  his  cha- 
racter, if  adorned  by  the  latter  attribute  ? 
Loyal  in  the  sense  of  the  treasury,  might 
be  something  different  from  mord  quali- 
ties ;  it  might  not  mean  to  be  free  from 
any  imputation  of  treason,  and  to  be  sin- 
cerely disposed  to  love  the  constitution ; 
but  to  have  a  decided  bias  or  ostensible 
leaning  to  a  set  of  men,  and  kind  of  party 
prihciples  [Hear].  There  was  a  letter 
from  an  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Western) 
in  addition  to  those  he  had  alluded  to,  and 
of  a  different  character.  It  spoke  nothing 
about  loyalty,  but  merely  bore  testimony 
to  the  respectability  of  the  individuals  who 
agreed  to  make  a  representation  in  favour 
of  the  defendant.  The  last  case  he  would 
mention  was  one  more  decidedly  political 
than  any  of  the  former.  The  case  of 
John  Gibbs,  of  Emsworth,  in  Hampshire, 
was  mitigated  purely  from  political  consi- 
derations. He  was  accused  of  having 
contravened  the  salt  laws ;  and,  afler  due 
inquiry  and  trial,  judgment  was  given 
against  him,  fining  him  in  a  penalty  of 
€001.  This  case  occurred,  as  he  was 
willing  to  allow,  six  months  before  the 
present  law  increasing  the  powers  of  the 
treasury  board  passed.  An  application 
was  made  by  Mr.  Gibbs  to  the  board  of 
excise,  stating  a  number  of  circumstances 
in  favour  of  a  remission  of  penalty.  These 
circumstances  were  found  by  the  board  to 
be  unfounded,  and  the  application  was  of 
course  resisted.  He  then  gave  in  a  testimo- 
nial in  his  favour,  signed  by  a  great  number 
of  persons,  stating,  that  "  John  Gibbs,  of 
Emsworth,  had    been  uniformly  distin- 

fuished  for  the  loyalty  of  his  principles.'' 
t  would  appear,  however,  that  his  loyalty 
did  not  lead  him  to  respect  the  revenue 
laws, -or  to  be  a  loyal  subject  in  the  matter 
of  salt.  The  memorial  then  went  on  to 
state,  that  he  not  only  was  distinguished 
by  his  real  support  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, but  that,  «  upon  every  public  occa- 
sion, without  any  regard  to  personal  ex- 
pense or  toil,  he  had  been  among  the  most 
active  in  his  exertions  in  favour  of  the 
friends  and  measures  of  government."  This 
might  be  laid  to  mean  nothing  more  than 


that  Mr.  Gibbs  was  ^vourable  to  the  mo- 
narchical government  as  bylaw  established, 
and  a  friend  to  the  family,  who  occupied 
the  throne  of  these  realms.  Those  who 
knew  any  thing  of  the  common  accepter 
tion  of  words  would  not  rest  in  this  mean- 
ing. He  took  every  public  occasion  of 
testifying  his  principles.  What  did  this 
signify,  but  that  he  raised  his  loyal  voice 
in  every  public  meeting  to  which  he  had 
access,  to  support  the  friends  of  ministryt 
or  to  clamour  down  their  opponents— that 
he  gave  his  loyal  vote,  and  wrote  his  loyal 
signature  ?  What  did  it  mean,  but  that 
if  there  was  a  petition  proposed  against 
the  measures  of  administration,  he  would 
exert  himself  against  its  passing-— would 
endeavour  to  have  it  privately  withdrawn, 
and  set  up  a  counter  one  of  his  own 
[Hear,  hear!].  This  was  the  character 
of  a  friend  of  his  majesty's  government* 
in  the  treasury  sense ;  and  he  would  call 
upon  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  to  say 
it  the  language  employed  in  favour  of  the 
said  Mr.  Gibbs  could  mean  any  thing  more 
or  less  ?  Such  phrases  were  understood, 
and  properly  appreciated,  both  within  and 
without  the  House.  This  testimonial  was 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  lords  of  the 
treasury,  and  so  worded  and  backed,  could 
not  fail  of  success.  The  board  of  excise 
had  made  a  report  against  him :  another 
was  made  by  the  solicitor  of  the  excise 
and  a  surveyor.  It  was  stated  that  he 
even  attempted  to  bribe  the  officer  who 
made  the  seizure.  Notwithstanding  his 
loyalty,  therefore,  the  commissioners  of 
the  excise  were  obliged  by  their  sense  of 
duty,  to  oppose  his  claim  of  remission  of 
penalty,  and  to  reject  the  testimonial  that 
he  had  procured.  He  had  already  paid 
200/.  of  his  penalty,  and  the^  recom- 
mended the  unmitigated  exaction  of  the 
400/.  that  remained.  The  treasury  were 
disposed  to  pay  more  attention  to  a  cha« 
racter  distinguished  for  such  loyalty ;  and, 
in  terms  rather  insulting  to  the  board  of 
excise,  they  answered,  that  having  takeil 
into  consideration  its  report,  they  were 
pleased  to  remit  the  remainder  of  the 
penalty. 

He  would  now  ask  any  one  who  had 
listened  to  the  account  of  these  facts,  was 
a  power  that  had  been  so  abused,  and  that 
was  so  liable  to  abuse,  to  be  intrusted 
any  longer  to  the  hands  of  the  treasury 
board  ?  What  was  the  remedy  (if  it  should 
be  thought  that  a  discretionary  power  of 
such  magnitude  should  be  locfged  any 
I  where)  for  abuses  like  the  present,  he 
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icould  nnt  pretend  lo  say.  In  nhat  handi 
it  would  tic  less  cxpoiied  to  undue  ia- 
flueuce,  it  was  not  difficult  to  conjecture. 
He  was  1)1'  opinioo,  that  the  previous  ha- 
t^  of  the  commissioners  of  excise,  and 
the  great  (juaatJiy  of  regular  business  tliat 
pasMd  tUrough  llieir  office,  together  with 
the  manner  of  considering  every  part  of 
fiScial  duty  as  part  of  a  syKiem  on  which 
they  wert;  bound  to  act,  without  any  dis- 
criiabation  of  the  circumstances  of  parti- 
CuUr  cases,  might  until  them  for  exer- 
citing  a  judicious  discretionary  power. 
They  might  enforce  penalties  with  too 
iDUch  rigour,  or  with  too  little  regard  to 
the  characteristics  of  individual  instauces. 
Ilii*  might  sliow  the  necessity  of  establish- 
ing a  right  of  appeal  (o  some  other  tribunal 
on  some  occasions;  but  he  was  sure  that 
the  treasury  board  was  tbe  very  worst 
jdace  to  which  it  could  be  referred.  The 
treasury  was  eiiposed  to  alt  the  fluctua- 
tions that  could  render  its  judgment 
siiB|>ected;  it  was  exposed  lo  every  wind 
that  blew  from  the  court  or  the  country ; 
it  was  subject  to  the  indueuce  of  every 
powerrul  tiector  or  b oro ugh- monger ;  it 
was  aftcted  by  the  voles  of  this  house;  it 
1VBS  At  the  mercy  of  every  great  political 
event;  it  was  liable  to  be  turned  by  the 
gusts  that  blew  from  every  part  of  the 
compass  ;  and  was  certainty,  tlierefore,  not 
the  place  where  impartial  judgment  could 
be  expected.  He  hoped  tlie  House  would 
concur  in  the  motion  with  which  he  would 
conclude,  though  he  thought  a  select 
cumniittec  should  lie  appointed  to  con- 
■idur  fully  the  subject.  The  hon.  and 
learned  member  then  moved, 

"  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
an  information  tiaving  been  filed  against 
John  Gibbs  of  Emswurth,  in  ihc  county 
of  Southainpton,  fur  an  offence  against 
the  act  3hth  Geo.  3,  c.  89,  touching  the 
■alt  duties,  judgment  was  entered  up 
against  him  for  the  sum  of  600/.,  of  which 
iXXH.  were  paid  by  him."— If  this  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to,  he  should  move  the 
following  resolutions  : 

2.  "  That  tbe  said  John  Gibbs  presenlcd 
two  memorials  to  the  lords  commissioners 
of  hit  majesty's  treasury,  praying  for  a  re- 
mission of  ttie  reuiuining  part  ol  the  sum 
due,  and  that  in  support  of  this  applica- 
tion he  produced  a  certificate  signed  by 
many  individuals  in  his  neighbourhood, 
tuuing  that  he  had  always  been  distin- 
guished for  the  loyalty  of  his  principles 
and  for  hia  zeal  in  support  of  his  majesty's 
goveromeat,  and  UuU  be  ba4  upon  every 
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public  occasion,  wiiboot  regard  U>  p< 
expense  or  toil,  been  amoDgst  tbt  a 
active  in  his  exettioos  in  favour  «~ 
friends  and  the  measures  of  goTtnaai^ 
and  further  stating  that  be  had  iM 
borne  the  character  of  ao  honest  tud^ 
right  mnn."  ) 

S.  "  That  the  lords  of  the  ireasuns' 
ferred  the  memorial  and  certi&cstetok 
board  of  excise  for  their  coosidetvia 
and  that  tbe  board  reported  their  ili 
opinion,  upon  a  full  inquiry  into  tb*^ 
riiB  of  the  case,  against  any  furUist^ 
gaiion  of  the  peoallies.''  J 

4.  '<  That  the  lords  of  the  trcatnij^fl 
the  12th  August  1814,   issued  their  liP 
to  ihc  board  of  excise    to  n 
part  of  die  penalty  which  i 
paid,  amounting  lo  4<XM-,  in  cona 
of  the  sum  already  paid,  andofiiitai 
said  testimonials  in  his  favour." 

5.  "  That  this  conduct  of  ikto 
commissioners   of  his    majestv't  li 
was  an  unjustifiable  exerciseMlht|l 
vested  in  them  by  law.'' 

On  the  first  resotutioD  beiog  pi 
Tbe  ChanceUor  of  the  Es3>tfia  ri 
if  the  conduct  of  the  lords  of  the  in" 
tiad  been  such  tts  the   hon.  and  k 
gentleman  had  represented — it  fcj 
of  their  duty,  they  had    uaed  liie  tet  l« 
which  the  aitentioin    of   the  Hoiik  bsd 
been  called,  not  in   coofonnity  aithtbeu 
views  of  justice,  but  according  to  tbe  it.- 
duence  it  would  give    them,  in  thii  nix 
he  would  admit  that  the  ctrictuicsof  lit 
hon.  and  learned  metaber  would  bav«lM3 
merited,  and  he  ought  lo  havemorciLDii 
merely  a  vole  of  censure,  but  an  ioipad- 
meni.     The  arguments  of  tbe  hoc  ai 
learned    gentleman    bad,    however,  {»- 
ceeded  on  a  complete   mistaiemeDt  i»(^ 
of  the  law  in  question,  and  of  tbe  pnctia. 
of  the  treasury.     The  power  of  remiuiill 
penalties,    he  maintained,    wm  prapcill| 
vested  in  tbe  lords  of  the  treasury-    1^1 
had  ihe  power  of  doing  this  be*«*  ju<^l 
ment  was  passid,  previously  loibep*'*<°&t 
of  that  act  which  the   hon.  sad  learuM [ 
gentleman    mentioned     as    bsvinf:  bed  | 
abused.      By   that  act    they   g:ained  it  \ 
power  of  remitting  them  after  juilgin^  i 
and  also  tbat  of  remitting   the  remuneo-  < 
lion  claimed  by  the   officer  or  inlonsc^' 
The  hon.    and    learned    genileman  hi 
selected,  out  of  'J9  caaes  which  baiUxa 
laid  before  tbe  House,  those  which  b 
had  commented   on  in   hia  speech  tU 
night.     He  bad  taken  thou  where  U^ 
ni<Haiei  of  durtcter  bad  been  (iven  bf 
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persons  of  distinction  and  and  peers  of 
the  realm.  A  very  different  view  would 
have  bee>  taken  of  this  subject^  bad  he 
brought  under  the  oonsideraUon  of  the 
House  those  which  were  signed  by  per- 
sons of  no  4K>litical  importance,  as  it 
would,  had  that  attention  been  directed 
to  those  appeals  to  the  treasury  which  had 
been  rejected,  instead  of  being  confined 
to  those  in  which  the  penalties  had  been 
remitted.— Had  those  to  which  he  last  re- 
ferred been  produced,  they  would  have 
completely  covered,  not  merdy  the  table, 
but  the  whole  area  of  the  House.  When 
the  case  of  Gibbs  was  decided,  it  was 
proper  to  state  that  the  reports  of  the 
solicitor  and  supervisor  of  the  excise  were 
not  before  the  lords  of  the  treasury.  What 
difierence  these  might  have  made  he  could 
not  pretend  to  say.  As  the  case  came 
before  the  treasury,  it  appeared  that  a 
small  vessel  had  been  charged  with  a  cargo 
of  salt  from  the  salt  works  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight.  On  reweighing,  it  was  found  that 
SI 5  bushels  had  been  shipped,  instead  of 
300.  This,  however,  it  was  proved,  might 
have  occurred  through  a  variety  of  acci- 
dents. An  ofiicer  had  made  affidavit  that 
he  (having  received  no  bribe)  believed 
that  there  had  been  no  fraud  intended, 
but  that  the  15  bushels  had  been  added 
to  the  SOO  in  the  hurry  of  loading.  This 
considered,  with  the  testimonials  which 
had  been  given  of  bis  good  character, 
would,  he  thought,  justify  the  conduct  of 
the  treasury  in  bemg  content  that  he 
should  escape  with  having  paid  2001.  of 
the  penalty,  and  beinff  charged  with  costs 
to  the  amount  of  200^  more.  The  letter 
written  by  lord  Westmoreland  respecting 
the  case  of  Mr.  Davie,  as  it  contained 
only  a  recommendation  that  the  case 
should  be  fully  and  fairly  gone  into  be- 
fore the  lords  of  the  treasury,  was  such  as 
any  person  might  with  propriety  have 
written.  It  was  proved  that  the  pipe 
which  had  been  said  to  be  concealed  on 
Mr.  Davie's  premises  was  not  a  new  one. 
It  had  been  there  in  his  father's  time,  and 
bad  been  known  to  the  officers  of  the  re- 
venue for  the  last  forty  years.  All  the 
favour  that  hod  been  shown  to  him  was 
this:  he  had  been  allowed  (after  being 
kept  lon^  in  suspense)  two  months  to 
pay  the  penalty  in,  on  giving  security  for 
the  money,  and  when  he  solicited  longer 
time  he  had  met  with  a  positive  refusal. 
With  respect  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Abbott  it 
was  unfavourable  to  that  person  that  the 
vhole  of  the  papers  connjBCted  with  it. 


had  not  been  stated  to  the  House.  The 
oorresDondence  between  the  informers  and 
Mr.  Abbott,  disclosed  circumstances  most 
material  in  forming  a  full  and  correct  view 
of  the  merits  of  Uie  case.  It  appeared 
that  attempts  were  made  to  extort 
money  from  Mr.  Abbott,  and  that  the 
person  who  informed  was  actuated  by 
malice  and  ill-wUl  towards  him.  The 
surveyor  of  excise,  in  the  first  instance, 
reported  in  favour  of  a  mitigation  of  pe» 
nalty.  He  doubted  whether  any  jury 
would,  on  consideration  of  the  contra- 
dictory and  insane  evidence  brought  far* 
ward  against  Mr.  Abbott,  have  given  a 
verdict  against  him;  and  when  the  trea« 
sury  at  last  made  him  pay  SOOi.  with  all 
costs,  he  would  ask  the  House  if  ther  did 
not  think  he  had  been  visited  with  a 
punidiment  of  sufficient  severity?  The 
case  of  Mr.  Benjamin  had  been  very 
slightly  touched  on;  and,  indeed,  there 
were  no  grounds  in  that  case  to  support 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  in  hia 
assumpticii.  On  the  whole,  he  submitted 
that  there  was  no  foundation  for  charging 
the  treasury  with  an  act,  which  he  was 
ready  to  admit  was  of  a  roost  scandalous 
nature,  and  highly  deserving  of  grave 
punishment ;  and  he  should  therefore  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Pansonby  said,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  state  of  the  law  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  act,  this  formed  no  defence  for 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  aeainst  the  pre« 
sent  resolution.  The  whole  of  that  de- 
fence rested  on  the  ground,  that,  among 
the  papers  in  the  case  of  Gibbs,  there 
were  but  two,  the  report  of  the  supervisor 
to  the  board  of  excise,  and  the  report  of 
the  solicitor,  which  were  not  before  them 
when  the  treasury  took  their  determination 
to  remit  the  penalty,  and  that  the  only 
papers  on  which  they  proceeded  were  the 
report  of  the  board  of  excise,  and  the 
testimonials  and  affidavit  of  Hatherly. 
Now  what  did  the  report  of  the  board  of 
excise  state  ?  It  stated  that  the  defendant 
agreed,  after  a  full  examination  of  evi- 
dence, to  let  a  verdict  be  given  against 
him  for  500/.  and  costs ;  that  he  was  pre- 
sent at  reweighing  the  salt ;  that  he  anti- 
cipated the  result ;  that  it  was  clearly  evi- 
dent firom  all  the  circumstances  it  was  an 
intentional  fraud ;  that  there  was  reason 
to  believe  the  same  offence  had  often  been 
committed  before ;  and  that  many  of  the 
facts  stated  in  the  memorial  were  not  true. 
Was  not  this  matter  sufficient  to  induce  the 
treasury  to  make  further  inquiry  into  the 
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buiineH?  Hewauld  ask  theHouteiftbe^ 
could  supposo,  had  the  character  given  o( 
Gibbs  been,  that  he  was  a  troublesome, 
noisy  man,  remarkable  for  his  opposition 
to  the  friends  and  measures  ot  govern- 
ment, that  the  lords  of  the  treasury  would 
have  decided  in  his  favour ,'  [Hear,  hear!] 
No  geotleniikn  jo  the  House  could  think 
they  iTOuld  have  done  so.  It  was  this 
chanctct  of  loyalty  and  constant  support 
of  govemnicnC  which  induced  the  treasury 
to  decide  iu  favour  of  the  memoriuli«t. 
The  decision  so  given  was  an  abuse  of  the 

Smcra  vented  in  the  treasury  by  the  act. 
e  would  nut  clop  to  inquire  whether 
the  treasury  was,  or  was  not  the  fit  tri- 
bunal in  whose  hands  (his  power  should 
be  lodged:  his  opinion  was,  that  it  was 
not  n  nt  tribunal ;  but  having  the  power, 
they  had  abused  it.  if  the  House  should 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  treasury, 
he  ih«uld  say  this  confidently,  that  not  one 
lata  out  of  the  House  would  agree  in  opi- 
nion with  them. 

Tlie  Solicitor  General  agreed,  that  if 
tbe  commissioners  of  excise  had  any  other 
information  on  this  transaction  except 
whatthcyderivedrrom  their  own  inieresrcd 
infgrior  officers,  tlieir  representation  ought 
beyond  all  measure,  to  outweigh  ihe  slale- 
ments  of  the  memorial.  He  had  himself 
known  many  instances  of  subordinate  ofIi< 
cers  laying  informations  which  were  not 
at  all  bottomed  in  positive  or  persona) 
knowledge.  A  case  had  ocqurrcd  re- 
cently of  a  prosecution  for  penoUies  under 
the  acts  which  render  the  exportation  of 
gunpowder,  when  forbidden  by  proclama- 
tion an  ofience  punisliable  not  only  by  pe- 
nalties, but  by  forfeiture  of  the  vessel. 
The  ship  had  cleared  out  for  Berbice,  and 
on  her  return  the  seizure  was  made.  The 
owners  applied  for  a  remission  on  the 
ground  of  tlieir  entire  ignorance  of  the 
offence  having  been  committed.  In  an- 
swer to  this  it  was  alleged,  that  the  vessel 
had  gone  to  the  United  States,  aiid  had 
there  deliveied  her  cargo  of  gunpowder. 
An  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  this  allega- 
tion followed,  when  it  was  established  by 
the  clearest  evidence,  that  the  vessel  had 
pursued  her  voyiige  directly  to  Berbice, 
and  from  Berbice  hoiie,  and  to  no  other 
place.  Ail  the  explanation  given  by  the 
officer  who  commenctd  the  prosecution 
was,  tliat  those  from  whom  he  derived  his 
information  had  gone  abroad.  It  was 
upon  the  evidence  of  persons  who  had  a 
duep  interest  iu  the  prosecution  that  the 
board  of  excise  necesfarily  formed  Uieir 
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judgment.  It  was  absolutely  requiut«b 
the  sofety  of  the  subject  that  there  thui 
be  a  power  uf  review  and  control:  b 
this  power,  if  it  did  exist  at  alt,  could  » 
where  be  so  properly  lodged  as  n  b 
board  of  treasury,  who  were  the  coni» 
sioncrs  for  executing  the  office  of  lord^f 
treasurer,  to  whom,  by  the  commoB  b 
the  supreme  administration  of  ifaerefo* 
laws  was  confided.  In  the  case  of  Gik 
the  meraoriolisls  had  staled,  that  he  b 
already  sustained  an  entire  loss  of  fS 
from  ;he  consequences  of  ihisprosentc 
With  regard  lo  the  testimonials  ia  te; 
vour,  there  was  no  doubt  some  tn 
about  the  loyalty  of  the  man's  ptine^ 
but  it  was  to  impute  an  extraordioirr^ 
gree  of  corruption  to  Ihe  treasury  la  t^ 
pose  that  this  had  any  influence  t^Kv 
upon  tlieir  decision.  Nothing  taun 
common  than  to  remit  a  porttnifik 
penalties,  in  order  to  recover  somriiK^ 
ond  in  many  cases  the  recovery  rf» 
whole  must  consign  the  offender  to  j* 
and  his  family  to  destruction.  Them 
of  excise  was  bound  by  its  constilnta 
and  the  warrants  under  which  ititnemki 
acted,  to  confotni  to  the  dtrectiooi  of  b 
treasury,  except  when  they  were  biet, 
in  a  judicial  character,  and  rece/riog  i»l 
formations.  It  was  equally  ttrvue,  iba 
by  the  common  law  the  Omni  bid  if 
power  of  remitting  all  fines  sod  peasltio,' 
as  far  as  ibey  were  due  to  the  Ctoim  i:- 
self.  By  several  statutes  the  power  I 
tiling  informations  under  the  re?enucb" 
was  limited  lo  the  king's  atlomey-genenl, 
and  to  officers  employed  in  die  sefritt  i^ 
the  revenue.  The  purpose  of  this  ra*t 
tion  was  lo  give  the  law  officers  ol4»[ 
Crown  a  jurisdiction  over  the  progr«rf 
the  suit,  ond  a  power  of  staying  prwR* 
ings.  A  similar  authority  had  in  tm 
cases  been  committed  to  the  commisioiff 
of  the  customs.  The  treasury  wm  «* 
so  far  limited  as  lo  act  in  cODCurfeW 
with  the  attorney  general.  VSTten  he  reii 
llie  letter  of  Rogers,  the  exdte  offic« 
who  laid  the  information  against  Gibbt,  * 
was  impossible  for  him  to  doobt  that  h 
was  inHuenced  either  by  interest  or  If 
malice.  The  documents  produced  liB 
night  for  the  first  time  ought  in  fairsW 
not  to  have  been  kept  back,  but  to  ta* 
been  transmitted  to  their  superior  offiW 
by  Ihe  persons  from  whom  they  proceeJii 
It  was  under  these  views  that  he  cow- 
dcred  thL!  interposition  io  favour  oftl»' 
person  to  liavo  been  st) 
With  regard  to  the  other 


in  io  favour  of  twl 

strictly  juslifilbl^l 

ber  cases,  aitd  pl^l 
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ticularly  to  that  of  Mr.  Abbotty  he  law 
•till  less  reason  for  calling  in  question  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  trea- 
sury. The  principal  witness  appeared  to 
be  either  malicious  or  insane,  and  the  pe- 
nalties as  the  record  was  framed,  could 
not  have  amounted  to  less  than  4  or  5fiOOL 
The  offence  was,  however,  but  one  act, 
namely,  the  having  deleterious  materials 
in  his  possession ;  and  the  utmost  that  any 
jury  could  have  done,  would  be,  to  find 
for  two  penalties  of  200/.  each.  The  pro- 
ceedings were,  nevertheless,  not  staid  till 
Mr.  Abbott  had  paid  500/.  besides  costs. 
He  sincerely  believed  that  Mr.  Abbott's 
character  was  as  fair  as  any  man's  could 
be ;  and  with  regard  to  the  name  of  Ger- 
rard  Andrewes,  on  which  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  thought  proper  to  make 
Bome  remarks,  he  should  only  observe, 
that  it  was  a  name  that  stood  too  high  to 
be  affected  by  any  expressions  uttered  by 
way  of  joke. 

-  Sir  Samuel  RorniUy  was  desirous  of 
stating  shortly  the  grounds  on  which  he 
should  give  his  vote  in  support  of  the  pre- 
sent motion.  He  was  as  little  disposed  as 
Any  man  to  look  with  jealousy  at  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  prerogative  of  mercy;  yet 
he  looked  in  vain  for  any  reason  in  the 
tase  then  under  discussion  for  dispensing 
with  the  penalties  incurred  by  Gibbs,  ex- 
cept that  he  was  a  friend  to  the  measures 
of  government,  or,  in  plainer  words,  of 
the  then  existing  ministry.  That  the 
power  of  remitting  penalties  of  this  des- 
cription did  reside  with  his  majesty's  trea- 
suiy  was  beyond  dispute;  but  it  was  a 
most  serious  consideration  whether  a  trust 
so  sacred  had  or  had  not  been  perverted 
to  private  ends,  and  to  objects  of  party 
advantage.  What  would  have  been  the 
result  of  this  application,  had  the  offender 
been  as  distinguished  for  his  political  zeal 
in  the  behalf  of  the  opposite  interest,  was 
a  point  on  which  no  man  could  entertain 
a  doubt.  The  treasury  had  referred  the 
case  to  the  board  of  excise,  who  reported 
on  it  after  a  conviction  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice—who reported  not  only  upon  the  re- 
sults of  their  own  inquiry,  out  on  the  mi- 
nutes of  evidence  taken  upon  the  trial ; 
and  it  bore,  therefore,  no  resemblance 
to  the  case  mentioned  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  in  which  the  commissioners 
were  so  liable  to  be  deceived  by  the  in- 
formation of  their  own  officers.  The 
eommissioners,  after  reviewing  die  whole 
proceedings,  concluded  by  expressing  their 
conviction^  that  this  was  an  instance  of 


ffross  firaud.  What,  then,  was  the  con- 
duct of  the  treasury,  who  had  before 
thought  proper  to  refer  the  memorial  to 
the  board  of  excise  I  Having  received 
their  report,  and  not  being  satisfied  with 
it,  they  proceeded  to  lay  out  of  their  con« 
sideration  all  the  merits  of  the  case ;  and, 
regarding  only  the  testimonials  in  the 
man's  favour,  the  penalties  already  paid, 
and  his  former  character,  they  comply 
with  the  prayer  of  his  memorial.  But 
the  House  ought  to  look  then  to  the  na- 
ture of  these  testimonials,  and  first  to  the 
petition  of  the  man  himelf.  In  his  opi- 
nion, this  petition  was  an  insult  on  his 
majesty's  treasury.  It  presumed  to  allude 
to  his  h)rmer  services  and  to  his  uniform^ 
and  aiealous  ei^ertions  in  support  of  go- 
vernment, as  a  ground  upon  which  he  was 
entitled  to  require  the  benefit  of  that  so- 
lemn trust  of  dispensing  with  the  penalties 
cf  the  law,  which  had  been  committed  to 
the  board  of  treasury.  His  hon.  and 
learned  friend  might  affect  to  call  this 
trash,  the  mere  effusions  of  a  vulgar  and 
illiterate  mind,  that  could  not  possibly 
have  any  influence  upon  the  conduct  of  hn 
right  hon.  friends ;  but  the  same  titles  to 
consideration  were  enforced  in  the  test^ 
menials  which  came  from  magistrates^ 
deputy  lieutenants,  beneficed  clergymen, 
and  solicitors,  who  must  be  supposed  to 
know  what  topics  to  select  in  their  appli- 
cations to  the  treasury.  Upon  the  sub* 
ject  of  Gibbs's  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
the  government,  all  these  gentlemen  were 
distinct  and  positive ;  but  with  respect  to 
his  honesty  and  fair  dealing,  all  they  say 
was,  that  they  understood  he  had  always 
bome  a  good  one.  Had  he  been  recom- 
mended for  honesty  merely,  the  success 
of  the  application  would  probably  have 
been  less.  It  was  to  be  recollected  also, 
that  the  whole  of  these  cases  had  occarred 
in  the  short  period  of  one  month. 

Mr.  Lushington  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  entirely  omitted  to 
notice  the  certificate  of  the  excise  officer 
which  stated  his  conviction  that  the  over- 
weight of  salt  was  owing  to  some  mistake. 
As  to  the  general  question,  it  was  cer- 
tainly one  of  thd  most  important  that 
could  be  agitated.  From  the  time  he  had 
held  the  office  in  which  he  now  was,  he 
had  thought  the  revisal  of  the  reports  of 
the  revenue  boards  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, as  they  invariably  concluded  by 
stating,  that  the  case  was  one  in  which 
mercy  could  not  be  exercised.  He 
scorned  the  imputation  of  the  hon.  and 
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Lord  Castlereagh  saJil,  be  had  on 
heard  a  proceeding  so  burlesque  wik 
tlie  wulls  of  the  House,  a*  the  rij^bl  k 
geniteman's  aifecting  to  say  that  ihv  ncta 
was  not  io  a  tone  of  suffictenily  higli  e» 
sure  Hgainst  his  niajeity's  govcromciiL  I 
had  been  completely  Bhown  thtt  ttx  t 
ruther  increosed  than  diminished  tin  i 
iponsibilily  of  the  lords  of  the  xtam 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  tbc^ 
the  act  was  one  which  it  waa  lilielj'af 
have  been  used  by  government  for  pir 
purposes,  so  he  began  by  s  fithing  wm 
for  the  proceedings  wbicti  had  iikfnpk 
upon  it  during  a  whole  year.  VMm: 
found  that  Ihis  could  not  he  cmait 
with,  he  fined  upon  one  nioiitli,  ttUf' 
at  rnndom,  in  hopes  of  being  uble  to  m* 
lomclhing  of  it.  Out  of  tbo  (vtnijMoi 
CAMS  which  thus  got  into  hi*  hnd^  lir 
hoD.  atid  learned  gcntlemai)  ha&n^tKw 
able  to  pick  out  four,  on  which  k  tdi 
attempt  to  found  an  inipulatioa  i{Mh 
the  lords  of  the  treasury,  la  bet,  k, 
whole  drifl  of  the  hoo.  and  leaned  p" 
tie  man's  proceeding  waa  to  •ndwrawi'' 
any  means  to  excite  odiom  againn  li 
lur^esly's  government.  But  it  irai  ni>: 
too  much  to  go  the  length  of  chiip^ 
them  with  corruption,  and  being  JKtua»^ 
by  despicable  party  motirai 
much  right  to  say  that  the  e„ 
nifcsted  by  the  hon.  cneonbenM 
side  of  the  House  against  thcpenoo*li« 
case  was  ruTerred  to  in  the  inoUcia,n 
from  party  motives,  aDd  because thatltiii- 
vidual  was  of  opposite  political  principle 
to  tliose  which  they  professed.  U  ni 
really  curious  to  see  the  hon.  memhvttf  1 
the  opposite  side  exerting  tbenuelnsM 
favour  of  the  most  rigorous  cxecuWiV 
the  excise  laws.  In  fact,  these  hoo.^ 
tleroen  would  do  any  thing  for  or  igw' 
the  hberties  of  the  subject  for  (be  mc ' 
til  rowing  odium  upon  goveniraent  [H*! 
hear!].  Thbcouldbe  their  only  objecl'l 
the  present  instance,  where  tber  caiWiitl 
the  most  severe  inHiclion  of  the  W  Jgu^s'l 
the  subject.  In  tjie  case  to  which  llii} 
motion  referred  there  Iiad  been  a  ((i^| 
igainst  the  revenue  to  the  extent  of  6ftw  , 
penalties  had  been  made  because  the  indi-  I  bushels  of  salt.  The  case  had  come  befi^ 
vidua)  was  found  to  be  a  useful  partizan  '  the  treasury,  with  the  affidavit  of  iheetsK  I 
of  goveinmeot.  His  only  objection  to  the  officer,  slating  bis  convictioo,  tbatii*! 
niotion  was  that  it  was  much  too  mild.  If  fraud  had  been  committed  unioteDtiouf?  [ 
be  did  not  know  his  hon.  and  learned  aud  by  mistake,  with  other  teslimoniilt"! 
friend  so  well  as  he  did,  he  should  almost  to  tlie  character  of  the  individual,  ^'l''^  t 
have  thought,  from  the  language  of  the  however  injudiciously  worded,  gave  a  idb>  I 
motion  that  he  was  tampering  with  the  ;  favourable  account  of  his  character.  ^\ 
olbsc  side  of  tbs  Uouw  [a  laugh  J .  these  the  lord«  of  tbe  treasuiy  bad  o^'  | 


by  party 

question  ;  he  threw  back  this 
ta  the  hon.  and  learned  genllemun  with 
Um  utmost  contempt.  He  could  show 
l«tteri  which  he  had  received  from  tho 
o^er  side  of  the  House,  expressive  of 
perfect  approbation  of  the  proceedings 
adopted  by  the  treasury  on  various  occa- 
•iiMU.  With  respect  to  the  act  itself,  it 
«ru  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion Oi  the  libcity  of  the  subject.  He 
then  entered  into  an  explanation  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  act  had  been  passed. 
Ai  to  the  particular  cases,  he  believed 
thu  Mr.  Abbott  was  a  most  excellent 
muii  and  in  forming  this  opinion,  he  was 
ao  far  Aom  being  actuated  by  party  feel- 
ing, that  all  be  knew  of  the  political 
principles  of  Mr,  Abbott  was,  that  they 
were  exactly  in  opposition  to  his  own. 
Ho  again  disclaimed  the  imputation  of 
his  condct  being  iu  any  degree  inducoccd 
by  political  motives. 

Mr.  Tieraeif  thought  the  [Question  lay  ina 
very  small  compass.  He  maintained  that  in 
the  case  alluilcd  to  by  the  resolution,  there 
had  bcou  an  unjustifiable  exercise  of  their 
powers  on  tlie  part  of  the  lords  of  the 
treasury.  In  support  of  the  remisaian  of 
the  penalty  there  was  nothing  but  the  word 
of  too  man  himself,  and  the  certificate  of 
one  officer.  As  to  the  testimonials  of 
other  persons,  wliuse  respectability  he  ad- 
mitted, he  rejected  them  from  their  nature 
and  substance.  One  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  said,  that  the  evidence  of 
Rogers  would  have  been  quite  sufficient 
to  show  that  the  prosecution  was  grounded 
on  malice;  but  if  this  was  the  case,  why 
did  not  the  lords  of  the  treasury  send  back 
the  matter  for  further  inquiry  f  The  fact 
was,  that  this  would  not  have  suited  their 
purpose,  as  their  own  anxiety  was,  to 
remit  the  penalties  to  this  friend  of  govern- 
luent.  It  must  be  evident  that  this  was  a 
case  in  which  the  powers  had  been  unjus- 
tifiably exercised,  unless  it  was  proved  that 
the  treasury  had  taken  every  pains  to 
ioquire  into  the  case.  The  lirm  conviction 
on  hi*  mind  was,  that  the 
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cued  their  diccretion.  But  if  there  had 
been  fraud  in  the  cue,  there  had  also 
been  puniifament ;  and  surely  a  penalty  of 
more  than  900^  wa*  a  sufficient  expiation 
for  (uch  an  offence.  Such  naa  the  acve* 
rity  of  the  excise  lam,  that  unleu  there 
wu  a  mitigating  power  vested  in  some 
branch  of  the  government,  they  could  not 
be  tolerated  by  the  subject.  It  had  been 
laid  that  this  power  should  be  Tested  in 
the  collecting  board ;  but  mrely  nothing 
more  absurd  could  be  proposed.  It  might 
■8  well  be  aaid,  that  the  powers  of  exer- 
cising mercy  in  criminal  cases  should  be 
in  the  bandit  of  the  judges  tastead  of  the 
Cravta  [Hear,  hear  !j.  He  lamented,  that 
during  tlie  debate  the  treasury  had  been 
opposed  to  the  board  of  excise,  which  was 
most  meritoriously  conducted. 

Mr.  William  Smith  agreed,  that  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  treasury  was  most  impe- 
riously called  for  to  lighten  the  hardship 
and  severity  of  the  excise  laws:  and  was 
persuaded  that,  unless  such  a  power  was 
exercised,  the  pressure  could  not  be  borne 
hj  the  people.  With  respect  to  the  case 
JD  point,  he  confessed  that  it  did  appear 
to  nim  to  be  one  in  which  party  iofluence 
Iiad  been  considered,  and  therefore  he 
abouldvo  teinfavour  of  theoriginal  question. 

Mr.  Hutkitson  said,  be  had  signed  the 
memorial,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
proper  officers,  ta  order  that  the  case  might 
be  inquired  into.  With  regard  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  Gibbs,  he  defied  the  ban,  gentle- 
neii  on  the  apposite  side  to  state  one 
single  instance  where  this  gentleman  had 
S|ppesred  as  a  party  man,  either  at  elec- 
iions  or  at  public  meetings. 

Mr.  Rote  referred  to  the  acts  previous 
to  that  of  the  Sith  of  the  king  on  this 
■ubject ;  and  instanced  two  cases,  in  order 
to  uiow  the  urgent  necessity  for  tlie  addi- 
tiooal  power  being  vested  in  the  treasury 
to  mitigate  the  penalties  under  the  excise 
laws. 

Mr.  Hart  Davit  explained,  that  in 
aiding  the  memorial  in  favour  of  Mr, 
Gibbs,  he  was  actuated  by  no  party  or 
political  principles. 

Mr.  Prolheroe  considered  the  tendency 
of  the  present  motion  to  he  highly  preia- 
dicial  to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  that 
people  whose  tights  and  liberties  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  been  always 
the  first  10  protect,  not  only  against  die 
rigours  of  the  excise  laws,  but  against  all 
Otner  measures  which  tended  to  oppress 
and  degrade  the  people  of  England.  He 
confessed  himself  perfoctly  lurpiiKd  at 
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courve  the  hon.and  learned  gentleman 
had  this  night  taken.  The  utmost  rigours 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  property  tax 
were  lenity  itself  to  the  oppressive  severi- 
ties of  the  commissionen  of  excise :  and 
he  could  not  consider  that  those  com- 
missioners were  the  proper  judges  of  the 
portion  of  humanity  wliichshould  boexeiv 

Alderman  Atkins  said,  he  was  deddadly 
against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Brougham  shortly  replied.  After 
which  the  House  divided  :~- 

For  the  Resolution  4S 

For  the  previous  question 124 

Majority  76 

Tlte  previous  question  was  then  put  on 
the  2nd,  3rd.  and  ^th  Resolutions  and 
agreed  to.  The  5lli  Resolution  was  nega- 
tived. 


Lid  of  the 

Abercrorobie,  hon.  J. 
Aitliorp,  viscount 
Barhani,  James 
Brougham,  H. 
Burrell,  hon.  P.  D. 
Byng,  George 
Cakraft,  J. 
Crevey,  Thomas 
Dunc&unon,  vitic. 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Folkestone,  vise. 
GiHUt,  John  1', 
Hamilton,  sir  II.  D. 
Heathcote,  sir  G. 
Ueron,  sir  R. 
Hornby,  E. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Lambton,  Jloha 
Lemon,  sir  W, 
Uoyd,  J.  M. 
Mor.kintosh,  sir  J. 
Madoeks,  W.A. 
Marhham,  adnural 
Munck,  sir  C. 


Minority, 
Moore,  P. 
Moriand,  S.  G. 
Morpeth,  vise. 
Newport,  sit  J. 
North,  iJudley 
Nugent,  lord 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Ossulston,  lord 
PonM>nby,rt..hon.  G. 
Prillie,  lion.  F.A, 
Pluncketl,rl.hn.W.C. 
Pym,  Francis 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Kusspll,  lord  Wm. 
RusseU,  lord  G.  W. 


Smyth,  J.  il. 
Stanley,  lord 
Tavistock,  marquis 
Tierney,  rl.  hon.  G. 
Wjnn.C.W. 
Webster,  sir  G. 

Tr.LLXBS. 

Bennct,  lion.  H. 
lUdley,  sir  U.  W, 


HOUSE,  OF    COMMONS. 
WediKiday,  April  3. 

Petition  for  Kutrekckmknt  and 
Economy.^  Earl  Gower  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  StoRoid,  praying  for  the  most  rigorous 
economy  and  retrenchment.  He  said,  he 
had  been  prevented  from  being  present  at 
the  meeting,  but  lie  understood  it  was 
most  numerou.sly  attended,  and  tliQt  the 
petition  was  nin«t  respectably  signed. 
Tile  persons  nho  signed  it  were  actuated 
by  no  party  motives,  but  mendjr  by  that 

(s£) 
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common  feeling,  which  now  animated  the  State  op  Children  iw  Manctac- 
whole  country,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  toriks.]  Sir  Robert  Peel  rose,  in  p 
and  which  so  loudly  called  for  retrench-  suance  of  a  previous  notice,  to  siAmni 
mcnt.  He  was  anxious  to  add,  that  he  i  motion  to  the  Houae  respecting  tb 
perfectly  concurred  in  the  prayer  of  the  j  state  of  children  employed  in  the  cottc 


petition,  and  he  hoped  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters would  go  on  in  the  course  they  had 
so  auspiciously  begun,  of  enforcing  the 
most  rigid  economy  in  every  department 
of  the  public  expenditure. 

Mr.  E,  LuUleton  could  not  refrain  from 

Saying  a  tribute  of  approbation  to  thcmo- 
erate  language  of  the  petition,  which, 
however,  was  only  such  as  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  highly  respectable  and 
perfectly  independent  characters  who 
nad  signed  it.  He  congratulated  the 
House  on  the  good  efl'ect  which  had  re- 
sulted from  such  petitions ;  and  he  must 
do  ministers  the  justice  to  say,  that  they 
had  lately  shown  every  disposition  to  com- 
ply with  the  wishes,  and  consult  the  inte- 
rests of  the  country,  by  making  A  variety 
of  proper  retrenchments.  He  trusted  they 
would  proceed  still  further,  which  would 
entitle  them  to  that  confidence  in  peace 
which  they  had  acquired  by  the  conclusion 
of  the  war. 

Mr.  Methuen  congratulated  the  House 
upon  the  accession  of  strength  which  the 

Question  of  economy  was  daily  obtaining. 
le  hoped,  that  as  they  now  had  the  bene- 
fit of  the  opinion  of  those  honournhle 
members,  thoy  would  ali.)  have  the  bciitht 
of  their  vott'>. 

Mr.  Cuint/.'  '»l)Nerved,  that,  tlicro  never 


manufactories.  The  object  of  his  mode 
was  altogether  national,  as  it  affected  ik 
health  and  morals  of  the  rising  generate, 
and  went  to  detet-mine,  whetlier  theiotry 
duction  of  machinery  into  oar  manu^- 
to?ies  was  really  a  benefit.  The  prindf^: 
business  in  our  cotton  manufacturan 
now  performed  by  machinery,  and.  z 
course,  interrupted  the  division  of  icr. 
suitable  to  the  respective  uges,  which  is- 
merly  was  practised  in  private  houfi 
The  consequence  was,  that  little  chilte 
of  very  tender  age  were  employed  n* 
grown  persons  at  the  machinery,  iiiitbK 
poor  hitle  creatures,  torn  from  iheirWs 
were  compelled  to  work,  even  at  tbeip 
of  six  years,  from  early  morn  lillktei' 
night— a  space  of  perhaps  15  or  16hoG? 
He  allowed  that  many  masters  hadt 
manely  turned  their  attention  totberep" 
lation  of  this  practice  ;  but  loo  frequod; 
the  love  of  gain  predominated,  inducic 
them  to  employ  all  their  hands  to  tis 
greatest  possible  advantage.  Some  lie 
ago  he  had  introduced  a  bill  into  tk 
House,  for  regulating  the  workofappnn- 
ticcs,  which  was  attended  irith  the  kp- 
pie?t  rc<uhs,  and  their  time  wj?  \\m\led- 
but  ('ilMirii  were  btill  subjected  to  a'.lr.: 
lianl-hips  to  wliicli  card  ess  n  e«>  nr  avii- 
miiiiit   expose   thcMii.       The    Houso  vc-- 


WAS  a  ])(.ri(Ml  in  ihi-  history  of  this  country     will  aw.irr  of  tlic*  riKin\'  evils  that  reSL,lf: 
when  tljiMv  was  so   uiiaiii?nous  a  feeling  I  from  i!ie  want  of  education  in  the  '.o^^' 
llirou^liuut  all  elas^.se.-;  oT  |)e()[)ie,  upon  the 
absolute  necessity  ol' i  eono.nv.      He  was 
convinecil  lliere  was  in-.t  a  hiri-.-le  iiulepcn- 
ilent  man  to  be  found,  uho  did  not  desire 


retrenclnnent,  and  who  did  not  believe, 
tliat  tlio  \ery  ^aietv  of  the  eountry  de- 
rendi  d  upon  if-,     flo  was  eertainly  gra-  1  j 


classes,  (^ne  ohjoct  of  hi:<  pre>era  bi;>-^ 
to  i-uihi-  i'!.!nu{a<-turing  children  to  Ji-- 
iiOMu'  oi  ili.'ir  tine  to    the  acqulrerr.c:.: 
a  iiitle  n^c\''i\  .simple    knowledge,  sr-c': - 
plain    K  id'oi:  ami    writinrr.     Ilj  !ioc 
th( 


'isied  in  <)l)-,.r-.  in.:,  ih?t  miiiister^  liad  be- 
.;un  lo  ;'eli  'jr. eh.  l)..t  tl;e\  nnist  20  a  jjrcat 
v.-ay  t'uithcr,  luMove  cnouLiii  wt)u!il  be  done 
"opreveni.  th,'  rubious  :.ecessity  of  bor- 
ri»wing  nn)riev  iii  time  of  peace.  It  would 
i;e\cr  do  to  go  en  upon  a  svstem  of  bor- 
rowing eight  millions  in  a  year  of  peace. 
The  complaints  and  prayer^  of  the  petiti- 
«ners  were  not  founde;!  on  any  party  spi- 
'^t,  hut  arose    i'nn\i  ilie  opinions  of  the 


luKe  poor  ei.ildren  wouKrexporiince  U 

)rot.eii.;n  ofih-j  House,  for  if  it  ntrer- 

■  ext'.'n.l.d  10  iheiii,   all    our  excciler.t  n..- 

eliir.ci-y  Wi.idJ  b'j  productive  ofi-.-jn'-  ^^ 

!  micrlit.  perhnps.  he  saiil,    that  t'tic  iibour 

!  .*«ljou!d  not  he  subjected   to  ur.Y  coniro'. 

but  .Mirely  it  eouKl  not  be  iucon^stcUw;.' 

our  constitution,  to   protect  the  intcro*:-- 

of  tIio<e  helpless  children.     The  h.^n.  'J- 

ronet  concluded  with    moving,  '*  Th:t  i 

committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  C' 

sideration  the  state  of  the   childriMi ct.- 


•  nuntry  from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  ])loyed  in   ilie  diliorent    manufactoric:'>  - 

i'lic  oidc.n  member   of  parliament  could  the  united  kingdom  ;     and  to  Veoort  t:- 

uol  recollect  a  greater  degree  of  public  same,    together   with    their    observdL-cci 

nnanimity.  thereupon  to  the  House.** 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Mv.  Flnlaj/  said,  he  had  do  xntcntiot:* 
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oppose  the  motion  of  the  hon.  haronet, 
but  he  could  not  concur  in'  tlie  calumnj^ 
which  he  had  uttered  against  all  the  ma- 
nufactories ofthe  united  kingdom  [cries  of 
No»  no !  from  all  parts  of  the  House] ;  by 
statins,  that  children  of  a  tender  age  were 
torn  Kom  their  beds  at  an  early  hour,  and 
compelled  to  work  during  a  space  of  15 
or  16  years.  To  such  a  statement  he 
must  give  a  flat  denial.  No  doubt  there 
might  be  some  manufactories  where  those 
practices  were  permitted,  but  he  could 
Btate  that  in  the  manufactories  of  Scotland, 
and  especially  that  part  of  Scotland  with 
which  tie  was  connected  they  did  not  exist. 
In  fact,  it  was  a  general  rule  in  the  cotton 
manufactories  of  tnat  country,  not  to  employ 
any  children  under  ten  year^  of  age ;  and 
ts  to  the  general  healthiness  and  conve- 
nience of  those  establishments,  he  would 
venture  to  affirm  that  the  cotton  mills  of 
Glasgow  were  not  only  situated  most  ad- 
*  vantageously  for  health,  but  were  con- 
ducted upon  the  most  liberal  plan.  With 
respect  to  the  object  of  the  hon.  baronet's 
motion,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  very  lauda- 
ble one,  and  likely  to  produce  much  good; 
but  he  could  not  help  feeling  some  degree 
of  surprise  that  the  hon.  baronet  should 
have  deferred  such  a  measure  till  now, 
when  he  was  about  to  quit  the  concern  in 
which  he  had  been  so  many  years  engaged. 
Those  abuses,  of  which  he  now  com- 
plained, must  have  existed  for  many  years, 
and  equally  in  his  own  establishments,  as  in 
others,  yet  he  had  never  before  thought  it 
necessary  to  propose  any  measures  of  relief. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  hoped  the  House  would 
permit  him  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  member 
who  spoke  last.  He  had  accused  him  of 
calumniating  all  the  manufactories  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  but  he  trusted  no  one 
would  suspect  him  of  calumniating  a  body 
for  which  he  felt  so  much  respect.  With 
regard  to  anotlftr  imputation  cast  upon 
him  by  the  hon.  member,  that  he  had  not 
brought  the  present  measure  forward  till 
he  was  about  to  quit  the  concern  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  he  would  remind  the 
hon.  member  that  twelve  years  ago,  when 
he  was  deeply  interested  in  it,  he  brought 
in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  apprentices  in 
the  cotton  trade. 

Mr.  Lytileton  said,  he  was  persuaded 
that  it  would  be  found  impossible,  when 
the  committee  went  into  the  business,  to 
apply  such  a  bill  as  was  brought  forward 
last  session,  to  all  the  manuuictories  in 
the  kingdom. 


Mr.  Curwen  took  that  opportunity  of 
protesting  against  the  principle  of  legis* 
lating  for  the  regulation  of  the  authority 
of  parents  over  their  children,  who  must 
be  best  aware  of  the  quantity  of  work 
those  children  were  able  to  bear,  and  who 
must  undoubtedly  feel  most  for  their 
distresses.  Such  a  proceeding  was  a  libel 
on  the  humanity  of  parenf^.  He  stated 
that  in  all  the  manufactories  of  which  he 
knew  any  thing,  regulations  had  beeu  esta- 
blished, which  considerably  ameliorated 
the  condition  of  the  persons  employed, 
and  the  air  of  all  of  them  had  been  of  late 
so  much  improved,  that  labour  was  not 
half  so  distressing  as  it  had  been  pre- 
viously. He  however  had  no  objection  to 
a  committee. 

Mr.  Courtenay  was  well  convinced  that 
the  hon.  baronet  could  be  influenced  by 
no  other  motive  than  that  of  humanity, 
but  he  thought  that  there  appeared  no 
reason  for  imputing  a  system  of  cruelty 
to  the  great liody  of  the  manufacturers  of 
the  kingdom.  Regulations  of  the  best 
description  had  been  generally  established 
by  them,  which  would  be  sufficiently 
manifested  to  the  committee,  to  which  he 
had  no  objection. 

Mr.  R,  Gordon  expressed  his  gratitude 
to  the  hon.  baronet,  for  having  so  zealously 
and  uniformly  exerted  himself  in  support 
of  the  interests  of  humanity.  Much  good 
had  been  already  accomplished,  and  much 
might  be  anticipated  from  the  appointment 
of  a  committee.  The  House  might  remem- 
ber a  circumstance,  which  by  a  similar  in- 
quiry, had  transpired  during  the  last  session. 
It  had  appearea,  that  overseers  of  parishes 
in  London,  were  in  the  habit  of  contracting 
with  the  manufacturers  in  the  north  for 
the  disposal  of  children  ;  and  those 
manufacturers  agreed  to  take  oue  ideot 
for  every  nineteen  sane  children.  In  this 
manner,  waggon  loads  of  those  little 
creatures  were  sent  down,  to  be  at  the 
perfect  disposal  of  their  new  masters.  The 
fact,alone  was  sufficient  to  justify  an  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  Wroitesley  also  spoke  in  favour  of 
a  committee,  conceiving  that  the  establish- 
ment of  good  regulations  in  individual 
manufactories,  was  not  sufficient  cause  to 
prevent  parliament  from  compelling  their 
more  general  adoption.  If  there  were  99 
manufactories  well  regulated,  while  the 
lOOtli  was  in  a  different  state,  that  alone 
would  authorize  the  exertion  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Fin/a^  explaioedi  and  in  the  course 
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of  hi*  obscrvntions  to  prove  that  tlic'np- 
Jirentkcs  in  Scotland  were  already  well 
educated,  related  an  anecdote  of  a  boy 
•ent  from  London,  who  returned  when  his 
time  was  out,  so  improved  and  accom- 

filbhcd.  that  Im  mother  octually  walked 
tosrt  Lnndon  to  Scotland  to  thank  his 
noiiera  for  tlie  bcneAl  they  had  conferred 
on  htm. 

The  motion  wag  then  agreed  tO|  and  a 
committee  appointed. 

llF.t.i.ESTOK  Election  BitL.]  On 
th«  motion  that  the  13111  to  prevent  comiiit 
and  illegal  practices,  and  secure  the 
Avedom  and  pnriiy  of  election  in  the 
borough  of  HcUeslon,  be  read  a  eecond 
time, 

Mr.  Svian  entered  nt  some  lengtli  into 
the  hidory  of  this  borouglij  which  wait 
OBCC  under  the  influence  of  a  noble  dulcc, 
and  afterwards  came  into  the  hands  of  ^ir 
Cbrindpher  Hawkins,  who  lo«t  it.  Mrt- 
takes  were  sainelimes  mado  as  to  the 
nature  of  tlio  proprietor  and  tlie  patron 
of  B  bofough.  The  proprietor  influenced 
hi«  ttnant's  votes.  The  patron  mi^ht  be 
quite,  unconnected  as  to  property  witli  the 
borough:  but  he  did  certain  acts  to 
secure  the  return  of  the  memberi'.  When 
an  hon.  member  opposite  was  turned  out 
of  HellcBton,  hie  successor  paid  5,000/. 
besides  other  con^ideiatious. 

Mr.  Davies  Giddy  opposed  the  bill, 
eontendioglhat  sufficiently  strong  grounds 
had  not  been  laid  for  its  adoption,  lie 
moved  that  the  bill  he  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months.  He  admitted 
that  the  borough  was  for  a  long  time 
UOder  the  influence  of  a  noble  family. 

M^-  Baring  said,  that  whatever  might 
bo  thought  of  the  influence  of  a  noble 
iamify  iii  a  borough,  or  whalevei*notiona 
might  prevail  in  Cornwail  or  elsewhere  as 
to  the  criminnliiy  of  such  influence  or 
interference  in  returning  members  to  par- 
liament, he  did  not  think  it  a  matter  to  be 
apoken  of  lightly  in  that  House. 

General  ikomion  considered  that  much 
of  tbe  evil  having  been  removed,  the  bo- 
rough did  not  deserve  to  be  treated  with 
thd  severities  which  this  bill  would  enact. 

Sir  J.  NeiopoH  observed,  that  when  a 
Byttem  of  corruption  was  known  to  exist, 
the  House  were  far  from  doing  their  duty 
if  they  did  not  with  vigour  apply  some 
means  for  removing  it.  The  case  now 
before  them  was  extremely  similar  to  the 
Ayle«bury  case,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the 
House  would  Bhofr  their  detcnniaatiOD  to 
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check  it.  The  respectability  of  the  B 
was  forfeited,  and  its  claims  to  tlicd 
fiduncc  of  the  public  annihilated  if  it' 
not  promptly   express    its   strong  i 

fitobation  of  the  undue  tneans  ■ 
ully  used  Id  this  borough  for  ll 
tion  of  parly  views.     On  this  pi 
would  give  his  vote  for  the  orinoai 
tion,  ttnA  he  had  do  doubt  llmt  thcilj 
of  it  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  t1 
the  House. 

Mr.   Wynnyiaa  decidedly  of  the  ■ 
opinion- 
Mr.  Staan  obscrretl,  that  if  ihitm 
were  not  properly  followed  up,  \»m 
reason  why  ttcUeston  might  OOtrMI 
the  old  practice.    Three  nldennoi  d 
five  had,  in  fact,  elected  31  fVecBa^4| 
being  nflcrwards    reduced   to   In 
formed  the  majority,  und  were  nhi 
or  under  tbe  control  of,  the  fan 
tho   clergyman    and     an    aldcmia,  i) 
managed  the  borough.      He  rcnitntal 
an  application  made  tu  him  oa«  IjH 
duke  of  Portland,    to   know  the  iWl<| 
the  living  of  Ilcllcatoit.      Attfaslia 
supposed  it  worth  ubout  StiOI. 
he  bad  learnt^d  tliat    it  was  usttb  A 
that  sum.    The  living  was  ginn  uM 
alderman's  son,    who   only  toot  W^\ 
year  out  of  it,  and  another  lirdff  «>»«' 
applied  for.    The  tion.  rooolMr  R^Ttol' 
to  Crickluile  and   Ayk-^burv,  lAkh  W 
now  become  respectable  borougi". »  i^' 
stances  of  the  propriety  ofthebill. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  lime,  !:• 
ordered  to  be  coraimitted  oa  the  i^[ 
IDS  I  ant. 

Police  of  the  Metropolis.]  Hi 
Bennet  rose  to  move  for  a  connnitlM  < 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Poike  of^ 
Metropolis.  The  question,  he  sM'* 
been  often  before  considered— in  177&> 
1791,  and  again  in  1812;  m  cooit^fi^ 
of  the  otrocious  acts  {ihe  murder  uf  * 
Marrs  and  Williamsons)  *I>k4  ''*<' 
struck  the  metropolis  with  Aomi  *^ 
alarm  ;  hut  the  labours  of  tbe  lut  cw 
mittee,  as  lar  as  any  beneBcial  re*^ 
might  have  been  looked  for,  am 
to  nothing  at  all.  Much  curious 
might  be  found  in  the  papers)  tack  A 
regulations  in  the  time  of  Edwari  '"* 
orders  of  lord  Burleigh,  and  other  va 
of  the  same  description  ;  but  no  pisd 
benefits  ensued. ■       lie  should  hnl  « 


•  For  u  cony  of  this  Report  see  VA 
XXIi.  Appendix,  p.  \xy. 
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that  he  considered  the  system  of  giving 
40/.  on  convictions  for  offences  of  magni- 
tude a  very  bad  one :  the  money  was  tech- 
nically called  blood  money  ;   and  the  con- 
sequence wasy  that  offenders  were  allowed 
to  escape,  till  by  the  progress  of  crime ; 
they  increased  in  value.    The  giving  of 
sums  of  money  in  the  way  of  rewards  had 
also  been  found  very  pernicious  on  the 
same  principle.     There  were  no  less  than 
128  nash  houses  between  Westminster- 
hall  and  Temple-bar.     To  these  the  pro- 
fligate of  all  descriptions  repaired  as  regu- 
larly as  a  merchant  to  his  shop ;   and  he 
felt  a  sort  of  repugnancy  that  the  police 
officer  should  associate  in  all  this  low  de- 
bauchery, and  laugh  at  the  same  board 
with  the  offender,  till  his  blood  became 
worth  the  price  fixed  on  it.  He  conceived 
the  cause  of  all  this  great  increase  of  crime 
to  be,  the  uncertaintv  of  our  laws,  and 
the  chance  that  an  offender  always  had  of 
escape.    If  the  punishments  were  less  se- 
vere, but  always  certain,  the  number  of 
offences  would  immediately  diminish.    At 
present  there  were  6,789  penal  offences  in 
the  English  law ;   and  Blackstone  himself 
admitted  that  this  formidable  list  of  punish- 
ments, so  far  from  lessening,  increased  the 
frequency  of  crime.    Whether  from  com- 
passion in  the  prosecutor,  unwillingness  in 
the  witness,  or  a  leaning  towards  mercy 
in    the  jury  and  judges,   because   they 
thought  the  punishment  disproportioned 
to  the  offence,  the  number  that  escaped 
l^reatly  exceeded  that  of  those  who  were 
executed ;  while  hardened  offenders,  look- 
ing not  to  those  who  suffered,  but  to  those 
who  escaped,  persevered  the  more  in  their 
iniquitous  courses.    Another  objection  to 
the  present  system  was  the  great  expense 
of  prosecution.    It  had  been  said,  that  the 
English  law  was  open  to  every  one,  and  so 
was  the  London  tavern.      But  it  was  the 
expense   that  hindered  us  from  hunting 
down   offenders,  and  chasing  them  from 
society  as  soon  as  they  appeared.     The 
expense  of  the  different  prosecutions  last 
year  amounted    to    40,000/.  or  50,000/. 
^Besides    this,    there    were    many    parts 
of  England  in  which  the  gaols  were  no 
more  than  schools  for  vice  and  deprava- 
tion.    In  Newgate,  the  Cold  Bath  Fields, 
Tothill  Fields,  and  other  prisons  of  this 
metropolis,   there   was    no    classification 
whatever  of  offences :  the  eye  of  the  pub- 
lic was  removed,  and  innocent  and  guilty, 
young  and  old,  novices  and  hardened  of- 
fenders,  were  aJl  thrown  together ;  so  that 
when  they  were  discharged  or  acquitted. 


they  were  turned  out  on  society  with  lost 
character  at  least,  if  no(  with  vicious  ac« 
quirements.  Within  these  few  days  be 
had  himself  visited  Newgate,  and  never 
was  there  a  scene  so  distressing.  Boys  of 
twelve  and  fifteen  were  found  Uiere,  herd- 
ing with  the  most  hardened  and  aban- 
doned characters.  The  hulks  were,  in 
the  same  manner,  another  ereat  school  of 
depravity,  and  a  means  ot  disseminating 
vice  and  misery.  No  less  than  700  per- 
sons were  discharged  from  them  last  year, 
and  let  loose  on  society,  withoul  employ- 
ment and  fraught  with  the  instructions  of 
crime.  To  these  must  be  added  the  con- 
victs returned  from  Botany  Bay.  Mr. 
Colquhoun  stated,  that  he  never  Knew  an 
instance  in  which  a  person  returned  from 
Botany  Bay  did  not  pursue  the  same 
course  as  before  his  transportation.  He 
(Mr.  Bennet)  was  not  surprised  at  all 
this,  when  he  considered  the  regulations 
of  our  police,  the  severity  and  conseqoant 
uncertainty  ef  our  law,  the  expense  of 
prosecution,  and  the  state  of  our  gaols,  in 
which  the  new  comer  could  only  spend 
his  hours  in  listening  to  and  hearing  ap- 
plauded the  anecdotes  of  successful  crime* 
With  this  machinery,  and  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  hulks  and  Botany  Bay,  all  in 
active  employ  for  the  creation  of  vice,  no 
other  result  could  be  expected  than  that 
.which  we  found  so  distressing.  In  look- 
ing at  the  papers  before  the  House,  he 
saw  that  there  were  convicted  ^if  we 
heard  rightly)  in  1807,  1070  individuals; 
in  1808,  1810;  in  1809,  1243;  in  1811^ 
1207;  in  1812,  1216;  in  1813,  1475;  in 
1814,  1420.  During  the  last  year  were 
committed  to  Cold  Bath  Fields  1800;  to 
Tothill  Fields  600;  to  Newgate  380;  and 
of  those,  eighty  were  only  from  eight  to 
fifteen  years  of  age.  There  were  in  New- 
gate last  Saturday  thirty-five  under  sen- 
tence of  transportation,  and  twelve  under 
sentence  of  death ;  one  boy  there,  of 
twelve  years  old,  stated  that  he  bad  been 
deserted  by  his  family  at  six  years  old, 
and  that  since  that  time  he  had  been  fre- 
quently in  custody;  that  he  went  down, 
with  thirteen  others,  to  Portsdown  fair,  for 
the  purposes  of  depredation — a  distance 
of  seventy  miles!  This  child  was  now 
under -sentence  of  death;  but  he  (Mr. 
Bennet)  trusted  that  some  means  might 
be  found  of  restoring  him  to  society,  if  it 
were  possible  to  efiect  his  reform.  He 
was  aware  that  it  would  not  be  possible 
for  that  House  all  at  once  to  find  a  remedy 
for  these  enormous  evils ;  but  he  was  sure 
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tile  imHUtires  recoiniiieaileu  by  s  former 
committee;  hy  examiaing  whether  the 
police  ifcrc  well  ailmiaUtdrctl  or  no ;  by 
^(ccrtatning  whttber  a  gcncful  board 
might  uot'beeatabliabcti,  and  commuDica- 
tious  kept  up  nith  the  locul  p(iti(.'e,io  that 
boinc  cli^ck  might  bu  glieii  to  lliis  syateni 
of  juvt^ile  depravity.  At  present  tlicre 
were  no  leas  tlioii  9,000  children  upon  the 
town,  living  by  depredation  or  mendicity. 
He  siiould,  tbcrdbre,  move,  "  Tliat  a 
comraittas  bo  oppointcd  to  inquiru  into 
the  *Mte  of  the  rulice  of  tic  Motropoli*. 
w4  to  report  the  same,  with  their  observa- 
tion" ibercupon,  to  the  House." 

Mr.  Haiamcrslfji  uid,  tlie  parochial 
police  wu  absolutely  null,  if  nut  protluc- 
livo  of  evil.  Hit  uttuntiou  hud  been 
dran-o  to  the  subject  by  the  disgraceful 
riots  that  uceurrcd  (wo  years  ago:  he 
mentioned  the  thing  at  that  tlnie  lo  an 
bun-  Kontteman  opposite  [Mr,  II.  Addiag- 
toa)i  but  his  fitutemenis  hod  met  with  no 
Bttcnliou.  Ill  the  parish  of  St.  James 
were  fourlcea  constables  ;  but  as  these 
tcled  without  pay,  the  veUrv,  at  the  time 
of  the  disturbances,  assembled  to  appoint 
ait  cflectii-e  police ;  at  the  end  of  four  days 
six  peraons  came  forwiirdr  and  an  investi- 
gatioa  then  took  place,  whether  the  parish 
officers  were  authorised  to  pay  constables 
or  no;  but  it  was  found  their  pay  de* 
pended  only  on  tlic  voluntary  cnniribu- 
liong  t£  the  inhabitants.  He  thought, 
therefore,  a  bill  should  be  brought  in,  and 
means  adopted  to  swear  in  and  nay  a  cer- 
tain number  of  cunstablcs  out  ot  that  rank 
xvhich  frae  respectable  enough  to  act  nith 
spirit,  but  could  not  afibrd  to  bestow  its 
time  on  this  service  for  nothing.  He 
never  wished  to  see  a  soldier  employed  in 
the  assistance  of  the  police,  and  he  was 
certain  by  these  means  that  the  civil 
power  itself  would  be  found  quite  suf- 
ficient. 

Mr.  Addeiigton  would  only  say  one 
word  as  to  a  sort  of  imputation  that  he 
thought  had  been  cast  on  him.  He  could 
assure  ibe  hon.  gentleman  that  be  never 
intended  to  slight  any  application  that  had 
been  made.  The  hon.  gentleman's  state- 
ment bod  beensbown  to  his  noble  relative, 
the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  depart- 
ment; but  the  suggestions  were  thought  a 
little  impracticable,  and  there  was  at  the 
time  a  great  pressure  of  business.  As  to 
the  motion  that  had  just  been  made,  till 
be  heard  the  hon.  mover's  speech,  be  was 
ijutte.Ata  loM  to  cwtceive  oa  what  siouod 


the  motion  would  be  made.      Frng 
situation   which    he    unworibily  t    " 
had  (ipportunitiee  at*  knowing  ihattlxd 
tropolia  was  never  more  trani]iMl  thai 
present:   but,  having  listened  toiheb 
mover's  speech,  It^  heard  several  pr* 
which  were  altogctlier  new  to  blm, 
House  would  concur  with  him  (hat  ^ 
Icct  conunlttee  ought  not  to  be  g 
ou  thgbt  occasions.     Yesterday  ha  li 
opportunity  of  sceiog  what  was  ibtM 
of  the  metropolis.      It  had  bevn  thtll 
tice  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  H 
dcparltneiit  to  have  a  detailed  report  tf 
tlio  nnigiitrates   of    die    district  tat^ 
month;    and  on  their  meeting  last  i) 
day,  they  all  declared,  with  t)w  ( 
satisfaction,  that    they  Iiad  aerfs . 
the  metropolis  more  tranquil  ibasipl 
sent.    It  was  to  thcna  rathe 
surprise,  to  find    it    in  su    uodiiQtbeJi 
state,  considering  a    peace  bad  baa  n-; 
cently  concluded,  which  ncc«*sarilf  ikni 
a  great  number  of  persona  Iuum  uptsfei 
(own,  who  might  be  expected  to  ht  W 
trayed  into  the  commission  ofcriinf.11 
was  felt  so  strongly  by  his  niAle  ri 
that  in  November  last,  ho  had  giK*! 
magistrates  most  especial  inuriKlio 
redouble  tiieir  vigilance.     Tluincren 
juvenile  deprarily    he    c<    " 
The  chief  magistrate  of  tbedljlud 
him    that   every  night   those  bo)^  ' 
taken  up,  who  were    found   in  ilit  iirtM. 
as  vagrants,  and  endeavours  wen;  vai',' 
and  in  many  instances   with  suctcm  ■ 
restore  thcra  to-  habits  of  industry, 
sides  this,  tbe  penitentiary  now  en 
and  which  would  be  opened  in  t*o  * 
three  months,  would  afford   the  oppMn*; 
nity  of  placing  these  juvenile  depredWa 
in  a  situation  in  which  they  would  oottl  i 
liable  to  the  evils  described  by  the  1» 
gentleman,  as  resulting  from  an  ssto9 
lion  with   the  more    hardened  cn'mioA 
confined  in  the  ordinary  prisons.    Oa  lit 
whole,  if  it  was  the   wish  of  tJw  Hoate 
that   such    a    committee    should  be  ap- 
pointed, be  would  by  no  mesas  object 
it ;   but  he  hoped  that  their  objects  ww 
be  so   narrowed   as    to    aOord    the  b« 
chance  for  their  making  an  early  repoili 
the  subject. 

The  motion  wa£  agreed  to,  and  aM 
mittee  appointed. 

Motion  bespecting  the  OirKU 
OF  THE  Secretaries  of  State.]  * 
Tiernei/  rose  (o  call  the  attention  of  As 
HouM  to  A  sul^e«t  of  the  bigfaot '» 
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portance  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  country :    he  should  confine  his 

Eroposition  to  a  short  compass,  because 
e  was  afraid,  at  that  late  hour,  of  weary- 
ing the  House.  His  proposition,  then, 
was  simply  this — **  That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  to  represent  to  his 
royal  highness,  that  his  faithful  Commons, 
relying  upon  the  gracious  disposition  of  his 
royal  highness,  to  concur  in  all  such  mea- 
sures of  economy  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  security  of  the  country ;  humbly 
pray,  that  his  royal  highness  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  directions,  that 
the  division  of  the  state  officers  made  in 
1794>  (by  which,  in  addition  to  the  Secre- 
taries of  State  for  the  home  and  foreign 
departments,  a  secretary  of  state  was  con- 
stituted for  the  war  department),  be  re- 
vised, and  tliat  tlie  departments  of  the 
secretaries  of  state  be,  now  that  peace  is 
happily  restored,  again  placed,  with  all 
convenient  dispatch,  upon  the  footing  on 
which  they  stood  in  1793."  His  object 
in  making  this  motion  was  to  save  to  the 
public  the  expense  of  a  third  secretary  of 
state;  and  the  proposition  he  had  to 
make  out  was,  that  this  might  be  done 
consistently  with  the  public  service  and 
the  good  of  the  country.  Unless  he  made 
this  proposition  clear  beyond  dispute,  he 
could  have  no  claim  to  the  attention  of 
the  House.  On  former  occasions,  many 
debates  had  arisen  in  tliat  House  as  to  the 
ofiice  in  (question.  In  1791<,  Mr.  Dundas 
was  appomted  to  the  ofiice  then  created, 
under  ttie  name  of  the  Board  Department ; 
and  the  question  then  was,  whether  Mr. 
Dundas  was  capable  of  retaining  his  seat 
in  that  House  while  holding  such  an  ap- 
pointment. The  question  now  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  that  discussion,  but 
merely  related  to  the  expediency  of  the 
office.  He  must  go  a  little  into  the  history 
of  the  appointment,  in  order  that  gentle- 
men might  have  some  general  notion  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  arose.  Up  to 
the  year  1768,  there  were  only  two  secre- 
taries of  state ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the 
critical  situation  of  the  country  during  the 
war  with  America,  a  third  was  afterwards 
added.  In  this  state  things  continued  up 
to  the  year  1782,  when,  by  a  bill  of  Mr. 
Burke's,  the  office  of  the  third  secretary 
was  abolished.  From  the  year  1782,  up 
to  1794,  the  business  was  conducted  by 
two  secretaries  of  state,  under  the  name 
of  secretaries  of  state  for  the  foreign  and 
home  department ;  thejr  dividiDg  the  busi- 


ness between  tliem,  by  an  arrangement 
that  was  most  convenient  to  themselves, 
tn  the  year  1794<,  the  war  going  on  witli 
France,  Mr.  Dundas,  the  secretary  of  state 
for  the  home  department,  also  carried  on 
the  business  of  what  was  then  for  the  first 
time  called  the  war  department.  The 
business,  however,  occasioned  by  the  war 
accumulated  to  such  a  degree,  that  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  separate  the  two  de- 
partments ;  and  on  that  occasion  it  was, 
that  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  for  the 
war  department  was  created.  Thus  it 
appeared  that  his  office  grew  out  of  the 
war  alone;  it  was  on  the  exclusive  ground 
of  the  great  business  which  the  war  occa- 
sioned that  it  had  been  created,  and  not 
at  all  on  any  consideration  connected  with 
the  colonial  business.  The  only  object  of 
the  creation  of  this  office  was,  to  ease  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
home  department,  of  the  business  of  the 
war.  He  believed  (although  of  this  he 
was  not  certain)  that  untn  1801 — that 
was  for  seven  years — all  business  con« 
nected  with  the  colonies  was  transacted 
by  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  de- 
partment. It  was  not  necessary  on  the 
present  occasion  to  inquire  why,  m  1801, 
the  colonial  business  had  been  transferred 
from  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  for 
the  home  department  to  the  office  of  the 
secretary  oi  state  for  war.  It  was  de- 
sirable, however,  to  know  what  was  the 
precise  nature  of  XhM  home  office.  By 
one  of  the  papers  on  the  table  it  appeared 
that  Mr.  King,  one  of  the  secretaries  of 
that  office,  had  on  examination  stated  the 
business  of  it  to  be  the  receiving  of  intel- 
ligence and  the  carrying  on  of  all  corres- 
pondence relative  to  every  part  of  the 
British  empire,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  East  Indies,  as  also  every  thing  re- 
specting grants,  pardons,  and  regulations 
in  all  civil  matters,  preferments  in  the 
church,  matters  of  police,  the  regular 
army,  militia,  and  volimteers,  dispensa- 
tions, licenses  to  trade,  alien  regulations, 
in  short  every  domestic  matter,  with  the 
exception  of  the  business  of  the  revenue 
and  those  affairs  which  were  under  the 
management  of  the  lord  chancellor.  It 
thus  appearing  that  the  third  secretaryship 
was  created  in  1794?  solely  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  war,  his  conclusion  was, 
that  as  the  war  was  at  an  end,  that  secretary- 
ship ought  to  be  abolished.  He  called  on 
the  right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  to  state 
what  had  occurred  since  1793  to  render  it 
inexpedient  to  recur  to  the  establishment 
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of  the  sUte  office  at  that  period.  lie 
pressed  this  the  more  strongly^  because  no 
one  step  had  yet  been  taken  by  the  House 
on  the  recommendation  of  economy  con- 
tained in  the  speech  made  on  the  opening 
of  the  session ;  and  because  that  speech 
distinctly  stated  his  royal  highness  tlie 
Prince  Regent's  readiness  to  concur  in 
any  measures  of  economy  which  parlia- 
ment might  think  proper  to  suggest.  He 
declared,  upon  his  word,  that  he  was  ac- 
tuated by  no  invidious,  or  personal,  or 
party  feeling  on  this  occasion.  Were  his 
own  political  friends  iu  power,  he  would 
make  the  same  proposition,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  in  that  event  they  would  have 
acceded  to  it.  In  the  present  situation  of 
the  countrv,  it  became  necessary  to  save 
everf  hundred  pound  that  could  be  saved. 
He  begged  therefore  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood, that  his  only  objects  were  the 
diminution  of  the  patronage  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  diminution  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture. That  the  latter  object  was  to  be 
obtained  by  agreeing  to  his  motion,  he 
would  now  proceed  to  show.  By  a  paper 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  any 
member  might  procure  at  the  vote-office, 
it  appeared  that  in  1797  the  establishment 
of  the  war-office  (exclusively  of  the  con- 
tingencies'^ amounted  to  10,850/.  The 
expense  oi  the  same  office  was  at  present 
21,000/.,  exclusive  of  contingencies.  The 
contingencies,  separately,  were  8,000/.  so 
that  29,000/.  might  now  be  said  to  be  the 
amount  of  expense  incurred  by  that  office. 
The  diffisrence  between  this  expense,  and 
that  in  1797,  was  extremely  great,  the 
contingencies  at  that  time  amounting  to 
little  more  than  2,000/.  He  by  no  means 
wished  to  hold  it  out  that  the  wliolc  of  this 
sum  would  be  a  saving  to  the  public,  but 
still  there  might  be  a  saving  by  the  reduc- 
tion which  he  proposed,  and  though  not 
to  a  very  great  amount,  yet  such  a  one  as 
the  country  ought  to  look  to  in  its  pre- 
sent state.  The  office  might  be  classed 
under  three  heads — the  office  itself  and  its 
two  branches.  There  were  lord  Bathurst, 
and  those  immediately  under  him^  at  an 
expense  of  8,500/.  a  year,  not  including 
the  clerks.  There  was  then  the  war  de- 
partment, and  opposite  that  the  colonial 
department.  And  here  it  was  that  the 
discussion  would  arise,  as  from  the  esti- 
mates which  had  been  made  by  ministers, 
it  would  be  seen  what  it  was  they  intended 
to  reduce.  The  war  department  was  re- 
duced to  1 ,400/.,  the  whole  being  about 
'«»O00/.  and  2.500/.  to  be  now  taken  from 


it,  80  that  only  1,400/.  of  the  expense  tf 
this   department   was  to    remain.      Tin 
office  would  thus  change   its  character, 
and  become  chiefly  colonial.     He  remea- 
bered    the   defence    that    was    formeily 
offi^red   for  continuing  it,    when  lie  \x> 
posed  its  abolition,  amounted  to  this,  the 
It  was  really  a  war  office;  and  that,  \kwit 
been  considered  as  a  department  fortk 
colonies,  it  would  have  come  under  tk 
scope  of  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  and  must  hin^ 
in   consistency  with  its  provisions,  boi 
done  away  with.     Now,  since  the  warva 
ended,  the  ground  was  changed  ;   and  it 
must  not  be  abolished,  because  it  wai  ii- 
tended  more  for  conducting  colonial  tha 
war  business:   so  that,  whether  we  U 
peace  or  war,  whether  one  pretence  m 
another  was  resorted  to,   the  office  mat 
be  continued,  and  the  country  must  sop* 
port  its  charges.     He  was  willing  to  aliot 
that  there  might  be  more  colonial  businca 
now  than  there  was  when  the  busineatt 
the  colonies  was  managed  in  the  secretaiy 
of  state's  office  for  the  home  departmeoi; 
and  in  proposing  that  it  should  be  wgm 
transferred  to  that  office,    and    that  the 
third  secretary  of  state's  department  shosU 
be  entirely  abolished,  he  had  no  objectioi 
to  make  a  motion,   which    he   was  nre 
would  be  agreeable  to  an  hon.  gentkaaa 
opposite  (Mr.  Goulburn),  that  he  i&iakl 
be  transferred  along  with  it   [  A  laugh]. 
He  might  he  removed  to  the  home  de- 
partment, with  the  care  of  the  colonio, 
and  a  proper  number  of  clerks.      The  besd 
of  the  department,  lord  Bathurst,  and  his 
secretary,    cost  the  nation   about  8  ot 
9,000/.  a  year,   including   eontingendei. 
By  the  plan  he  proposed  there  would  be  a 
saving  of  12  or  14,000/.     Was  not  this  a 
saving  deserving  of  attention  ?    He  nii(;ht 
be  told  tliat  the  business  of  the  colooiei 
had  increased  so  much  since  1801,  as  to 
render  this  new  office  necessary  to  be  conth- 
nued  for  the  colonies  alone :  the  justice 
of  this  opinion  he  could   not  assent  to. 
He  would  only  desire  gentlemen  to  look 
back  to  that  period,  and  compare  the  list 
of  our  foreign  establishments  then  and  at 
the  present  moment,  and  they  would  find 
but  little  increase.    We  had  then  in  the 
West  Indies,  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  £•- 
sequibo,  and  most  of  the  possessions  that 
we  had  at  present ;  we  had  likewise  Malta 
at  that  time ;  we  had  since  acquired  in  the 
Mediterranean,  the  Ionian  islands,  and  in 
the  east  the  Mauritius;  but  he  did  not 
think    those    acquisitions    were    suffici- 
ent to  ju;)iify  the  coutinuaucc  of  an  ex* 
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pensive  office,  otherwise  'declared  to  be 
unnecessary.  The  business  of  the  Mauri- 
tius might  be  managed  by  the  board  of 
control.  Some  other  business  might  be 
transferred  to  the  same  board.  The  se- 
cretary of  state's  office  for  the  British  em- 
pire might  appear  to  convey  tlie  idea  of 
immense  and  formidable  employment,  and 
certainly  was  a  very  sounding  phrase ;  but 
little  more  business  would  arise,  he  was 
convinced,  though  this  title  again  were 
adopted,  and  made  to  comprehend  the 
executive  management  of  the  colonies, 
than  could  easily  be  conducted  by  the 
home  department,  with  the  accession  of 
the  hon.  gentleman,  the  benefit  of  whose 
services  he  proposed  to  give  it.  There 
might  now  and  then  be  a  little  business  of 
great  importance,  and  of  a  novel  nature, 
such  as  a  registry  bill,  but  this  could  not 
often  happen.  There  might  be,  he  ac- 
knowledged, something  alarming  to  minis- 
ters in  a  proposition  to  dismiss  a  cabinet 
minister ;  but  he  did  not  go  so  far  as  to 
propose  such  a  measure.  He  would  merely 
point  out  a  transfer;  and  as  there  was  a 
vacancy  by  the  death  of  a  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  board  of  control,  he  would 
mention  that  place  as  a  suitable  provision 
for  lord  Bathurst.  This  would  be  a  great 
paving  to  the  public,  and  no  change  as  af- 
fecting the  situations  of  ministers  who,  he 
observed,  should  fairly  divide  the  public 
business  among  themselves.  This  would 
not  be  turning  any  minister  out  of  office, 
though  he  would  not  say  the  truth  if  he 
did  not  assert  that  it  was  his  wish  they 
ahould  all  be  turned  out  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble [A  laugh],  but  at  the  same  time  that 
he  said  this,  he  was  willing  to  admit  that 
lord  Bathurst  was  a  very  good  and  efficient 
public  offifcer.  What  he  contended  for 
was,  that  the  war  department  being  now 
80  much  reduced,  and  tlie  home  depart- 
ment having  many  heavy  duties  to  attend 
to,  which  might  be  fairly  considered  to 
belone  to  the  war  department,  the  minis- 
ter who  presided  over  that  department, 
ahould  not  be  allowed  to  have  all  holiday 
time  of  it,  now  that  the  heavy  duties  of 
the  office  had  ceased.  It  would  not  be 
fair  to  urge  that,  because  the  business  of 
this  department  had  been  very  heavy  in 
time  of  war,  and  had  been  very  well  per- 
formed, the  office  should  now  be  conti- 
nued, when  it  was  no  longer  necessary. 
There  was  a  department,  the  reduction  of 
which  would,  without  any  inconvenience, 
be  attended  with  a  saving  of  several  thou- 
eaod  pounds'  in  the  year.  '  Wby,  then,  not 
(VOL.  XXXIII.) 


make  tliis  saving  ?  He  knew  it  would  be 
said,  that  the  trouble  of  the  situation  wa» 
very  great— that  there  was  a  vast  deal  of 
business  to  be  done.  It  was  very  easy  to 
make  business  appear  very  heavy,  where 
a  place  was  to  be  kept,  and  he  asserted 
that  there  was  no  sinecure  place  in  which 
it  was  not  possible  to  make  such  an  ap- 
pearance and  bustle  of  business  for  a  short 
time,  as  would  show  some  grounds  why  it 
should  not  be  abolished  [A  laugh]. 
When  he  held  the  office  of  treasurer  of 
the  navy,  he  found  by  experience  that  it 
was  easy  to  be  busily  employed  for  an 
hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  every  day,  in 
order  to  keep  a  situation  [A  laugh]. 
Nothing  was  more  easy  than  to  give  orders 
to  a  clerk  to  make  out  some  long  returns, 
and  to  come  down  to  the  House  in  tho 
evening  with  a  large  bundle  of  papers 
bound  up  with  red  tape,  which  it  would 
appear  had  been  arranged  with  vast  labour 
and  care  [A  laugh].— He  mentioned  thia 
to  show  that  several  offices  which  were 
said  to  be  very  laborious  might  be  dis- 
continued, with  little  inconvenience  to 
the  public  service.  He  thought  that  he 
had  now  made  out  that  the  third  secretanr 
of  state's  department  might  be  abolished^ 
and  the  expenses  of  it  saved,  with  no  in- 
convenience to  the  public  service.  If  the 
office  were  now  vacant,  and  if  there  were 
no  objections  to  its  abolition  but  the  diffi« 
culty  of  carrying  on  the  public  service 
without  it,  he  was  sure  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite, the  secretary  for  the  foreign  depart- 
ment, and  another  noble  lord  who  occu- 
pied the  home  department,  would  willingly 
take  upon  themselves  all  the  function* 
which  it  imposed,  and  would  jump  at  it 
for  the  sake  of  the  patronage  it  yielded. 
They  would  willingly  divide  its  duties  to 
share  iu  influence.  But  lord  Bathurst 
was  in  the  way,  and  this  was  their  objec- 
tion. He  felt  its  force;  and  in  order  to 
obviate  it,  would  take  upon  himself  to  pro- 
vide for  his  lordship  at  the  board  of  con- 
trol. He  would  despair  of  attaining  that 
saving  for  the  public,  which  was  the  object 
of  his  present  motion,  considering  that 
ministers  had  at  first  set  themselves  against 
a  change,  did  he  not  derive  some  consola- 
tion from  remembering,  that,  of  late,  the 
second  thoughts  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment had  been  the  best  [A  laughj.  This 
appeared  to  him  a  most  important  ques- 
tion. The  House  owed  it  to  the  country^ 
and  to  the  Trlnce  Regent,  to  offer  advice 
to  tlie  Crown,  in  conformity  with  the  ffra- 
dous  recommendation  of  economy  deli- 
(3  M) 
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Vered  from  the  throne.  Tliis  appeared  to 
liim  one  oF  those  necessary  measures  of 
economy,  and  the  House  would  hear  how 
it  could  be  opposed  consistently  with  its 
principles.  He  had  made  as  clear  a  statement 
as  he  could,  in  order  that  every  gentleman 
might  learn  the  history  of  the  office  in 
question,  and  understand  the  reasons  for 
its  proposed  discontinuance.  Here  the 
right  lion,  gentleman  recapitulated  his 
foregoing  statements,  and  enlarged  upon 
aoroc  of  them.  This  was  not  the  time  for 
listening  to  the  common  arguments  in  be- 
half of  what  was  called  liberal  establish- 
ments and  proper  splendour.  We  could 
now  afford  nothing  for  outward  appear- 
ance. The  House  wonld  not  do  its  duty, 
if  it  did  not  agree  to  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion; which  would  be  important,  not  so 
much  from  the  saving— although  12  or 
l4f,0O0l.  was  a  very  considerable  sum — as 
from  tlie  evidence  that  it  would  give  of  the 
principles  that  parliament  cherished,  and 
the  motives  by  which  it  was  actuated. 
He  had  made  out  a  clear  case  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  He  was  actuated 
by  no  party  feelings  on  the  present  occa- 
•ion ;  he  acted  with  the  utmostsincerity ;  he 
made  his  present  proposition  from  motives 
of  daty,  and  he  hoped  he  would  gain  credit 
when  he  again  repeated  hit  declaration, 
that  he  would  have  brought  it  forward 
though  his  nearest  and  dearest  friends 
had  oeen  in  office.  Hie  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman  concluded  with  moving, 

**  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  represent  to  his  royal  highness,  that 
his  majesty's  faithful  Commons,  reljrinc 
non  the  gracious  disposition  of  his  royal 
highness  to  concur  in  all  such  measures  of 
economy  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
aecurity  of  the  country,  humbly  pray  that 
his  royal  highness  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  give  directions,  that  the  divi- 
sion of  the  state  offices  made  in  1794  (by 
which,  in  addition  to  the  secretaries  of 
state  for  the  home  and  foreign  depart- 
ments, a  secretary  of  state  was  constituted 
Ibr  the  war  department),  be  revised,  and 
that  the  departments  of  the  secretaries  of 
state  be,  now  that  peace  is  liappily  re- 
stored, again  placed,  witli  all  convenient 
dispatch,  upou  the  footing  on  which  they 
stood  in  1793.** 

Mr.  Gouiburn  observed,  Uiat  afler  the 
ingenious  statement  made  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
lie  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  state 
tlie  reasons  why  he  objoolod  in  toto  to  the 


motion.  He  trusted  that  the  House  kotv 
too  well  the  value  of  the  office  whidi'ft 
was  at  present  sought  to  abolish,  to  coa- 
sent  to  give  it  up.  He  assured  them,  thai 
he  was  as  much  disposed  as  any  man  H 
attend  to  every  economical  reduetioB 
which  was  consistent  with  public  secoritf, 
but  it  was  bad  economy,  if  indeed  it  «■ 
economy  at  all,  to  commence  with  the  ie» 
duction  of  an  office  which  exercised  sa 
salutary  a  control  over  our  foreign  cbla- 
nies,  as  that  to  which  the  right  hon.  gea- 
tlcman  opposite  had  alluded.  Bad  go* 
vernment  was  no  economy ;  and  it  wooM 
be  bad  government  to  reduce  an  oSce 
which  had  the  care  of  so  valuable  a  par* 
tion  of  our  possessions  as  the  coloiues 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  endea 
voured-  to  impress  on  the  House,  that  tk 
home  department  had  very  little  of  hes^ 
business  at  present,  and  to  insist  on  a  ih 
transfer  of  that  business  which  they  b^ 
fore  transacted.  He,  howerer,  wodl 
contend,  that  the  home  department  tad 
such  a  heavy  duty  to  perform,  that  to  giic 
them  the  car^  of  the  colonial  departflKSt 
would  be  to  run  the  hazard  of  tfastd^ 
partment  not  being  properly  attended  (ft 
For  the  truth  of  this  assertion  he  appeiled 
to  an  hon.  gentleman  oppoeite  (Mr. 
Wynn).  He  also  contended  that  the  im- 
portance of  our  colonial  possessions  wss 
so  great,  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  s 
responsible  minister  of  the  Crown  to  super- 
intend them.  It  would  not  be  sufficiest 
to  say  that  those  colonies  should  have  the 
one  half  or  one  third  of  the  attention  of  | 
minister — that  would  not  be  the  proper 
mode  of  directing  their  important  inte- 
rests ;  neither  would  the  increase  of  derks 
which  had  been  suggested,  be  sufficient 
The  colonies  were  important  to  this  coun- 
try in  many  particulars,  and  deserved  die 
greatest  attention.  The  House  was  aware 
that  the  trade  with  those  colonies  was  im« 
portant,  that  this  country  derived  great 
resources  from  them,  and  that  they  there- 
fore deserved  the  attention  of  having  a 
responsible  minister  to  superintend  them. 
As  to  the  suggestion  of  having  a  part  of 
the  colonial  business  transferred  to  the 
board  of  control,  he  could  not  approve 
of  it,  and  he  thought  it  would  not  be 
agreed  to  by  the  East  India  company. 
There  was  this  objection  to  the  transfer  of 
the  colonial  business  to  the  home  depart- 
ment— that  it  would  expose  the  interests 
of  the  former  to  neglect.  For  it  was  a 
fact  that  the  business  nearest  at  hand 
would  be  always  soonest  attended  tOy'and 
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this  might  {uroduce  a  neslect  of  the  foreign 
buiioess.  For  a  proof  of  this  ho  would 
refer  the  House  to  the  time  when  the  co- 
lonial business  was  transacted  by  the  home 
denartment,  and  comparing  it  with  the 
subsequent  period  when  it  was  made  a 
separate  establishment,  they  would  find 
that  it  had  been  more  efficiently  attended 
to  than  at  any  nreceding  time.  All  the 
attention  which  nad  been  paid  to  the  si- 
tuation of  the  blacks,  had  been  given  since 
the  colonial  was  made  a  separate  depart- 
ment, and  it  could  not  have  been  so  effi- 
ciently given  if  it  were  left  to  the  home 
department.  With  regard  to  thesavinjg^ 
which  it  was  said  would  be  made  by  this 
change,  he  did  not  think  it  would  com- 
pensate for  the  loss  which  would  arise  to 
the  interests  of  the  colonies.  He  denied 
that  the  increase  of  clerks  would  be  suf- 
ficient, because,  besides  not  being  effi- 
cient in  deciding  on  evenr  case  which 
would  come  before  them,  they  would  re- 
quire a  superintendent.  He  concluded 
by  repeatmg  his  assertion,  that  the  impor- 
tance of  those  colonies  was  too  ereat  to 
mi&T  their  interests  to  be  managed  by  any 
other  than  a  responsible  adviser  of  the 
Crown. 

Mr.  Wj^nn  said  the  hon.  gentleman 
having  stated  the  inability  of  the  home 
department  to  take  any  great  increase  of 
business,  and  having  appealed  to  him  on 
that  subject,  he  rose,  not  so  much  to 
argue  the  question,  as  to  bear  testimony 
to  what  he  Knew  of  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fice, which  he  could  assure  the  House  he 
should  do  with  the  same  sincerity  as  if  he 
were  speaking  on  oath  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice. When  ne  was  in  the  office  for  the 
home  department,  he  found  the  amount  of 
the  business  there  was  this :  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  volunteers  and  militia  was 
entrusted  to  one  under  secretary,  and  the 
fiuperintendence  of  police  and  aliens  to 
another  under  secretary.  The  whole  of 
the  labour  of  the  volunteers  was  now  taken 
away;  and  that  of  the  militia  was  also 
nearly  altogether  taken  away.  There  was 
also  now  a  great  diminution  of  duty  in  the 
business  of  superintending  aliens.  During 
the  year  he  was  in  office  as  large  a  portion 
of  the  business  as  any  other,  was  that  con- 
nected with  aliens— that  must  be  now  ex- 
tremely diminished ;  for  there  was  no  ne- 
ceuity  for  the  same  superintendence  of 
foreigners  during  peace  as  during  war. 
He  had  no  scruple  in  saying,  that  the  bu- 
siness of  the  home  omce  was  now  very 
fpuch  diminishedi  and  might  admit  of  con- 


siderable reduction.  Ireland  tonU  not 
now  add  much  to  the  business  of  the  of- 
fice. From  the  home  department,  thera 
having  been  subtracted  the  whole  of  the 
business  relating  to  the  volunteers,  and 
almost  the  whole  relating  to  the  militia, 
and  from  the  great  diminution  of  the  alien 
business,  and  also  of  the  Irish  business,  it 
was  his  opinion  that  the  business  of  the 
coloniei,  as  had  been  the  case  in  the  me- 
mory of  most  of  them,  might  be  trans- 
ferred to  that  department  without  any 
injury  to  the  public  service—It  had  been 
said  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  if  tha 
charge  of  the  colonies  should  be  given  to 
the  same  minister  who  had  the  charge  of 
the  home  police,  the  former  would  be  sure 
to  be  neglected,  as  attention  would  chiefly 
be  given  to  that  which  was  the  more 
pressing.  If  this  objecti6n  were  made  to 
the  uniting  the  colonies  with  the  war  de- 
partment, there  might  be  something  in  it. 
It  might  then  be  said  with  some  show  of 
justice,  that  in  a  great  campaign,  on  which 
the  fate  of  Europe  and  the  civilized  world 
depended,  it  would  be  ill-judged  in  the 
extreme  to  add  to  the  charge  of  the  mi- 
nister entrusted  with  its  superintendence 
a  duty  which  would  incessantly  draw  his 
attention  from  it.  He  felt  confident,  that 
in  the  consolidation  of  the  business  of  the 
colonies  with  tliat  of  the  home  depart 
ment,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  would 
be  neglected.  In  1806,  during  the  illnesa 
of  Mr.  Fox,  lord  Spencer  was  obliged  to 
take  in  addition  to  the  home  department^ 
that  of  the  foreign  oBce  for  some  time. 
No  doubt  the  united  business  of  the  two 
offices  must  have  been  sufficientlv  labo- 
rious ;  but,  however,  it  was  discharged. 
Surely  if  this  could  be  done  in  a  time  of 
war  without  any  injury  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, the  business  of  the  colonies  might 
now  be  easily  added  to  that  of  the  home 
departmenL  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
stated  the  very  great  increase  of  business, 
arising  from  tne  late  addition  to  our  colo- 
nies, to  be  such  as  to  render  a  third  secre- 
tary of  state  absolutely  necessary.  Let 
the  House  go  a  little  mrther  back.  Was 
there  never,  he  would  ask,  a  period  when 
we  had  as  many  colonies  as  at  present  ? 
[Never, — said  Mr.  Goulbum  across  the 
table].  What,  not  when  we  had  nearly 
the  whole  continent  of  North  America  ? 
Was  not  at  that  time  the  whole  businesa 
of  the  country  discharged  by  two  secre- 
taries of  state?  [Hear,  hear!].  It  had 
been  asked,  did  not  the  colopiea  deserve 
to  be  now,  as  well  as  heretofQrc|  under  the 
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superintendence  of  a  cabinet  rninistor  ?  i  aliftultl  not  be  divided  between  the  l^ 
D&  fail  right  lion,  friend  ash  nny  thing  in-  of  control  and  the  home  departmeoL  fe 
COMiHenl  with  this  >  Did  he  &sk  that  they  '  colony  ought  certainly  to  belong  a  I 
•bould  be  enirutted  to  the  sole  control  of  I  home  department — be  meant  New  &« 
--'---  I  Wales.     It  now,   however,  Moodiiis 

;  faoiing  as  any  other coW 


an  undcT  secretary  i  He  nialicd  t 
wordortwo  OS  to  lliebusinedB  of  the  colo- 1        .   _ 

nial  departmeni  heing  aullicieni  of  itself  |  He  believed  that  great  bcnclii  <{ruii{i 
to  occupy  one  minister  exclusively.     If   derived  to  this  colony,  by  its  being  [ta 
thii  wM  the  case  he  would  then  say,  that '  under  llie  perton  who  was  at  the  beat 
Ui«  btuineM  of  the  ofBee  muil  have  been  j  the  police  of  this  country.    In  eT«7?", 
Mnngely  neglected  last   year,  when,  in  ^  of  view,  therefore,    in  which  lie  coda^ 
■ddilion  to  hit  own  duly,  that  of  the  fo-    gard  this  quettion,    he  tbougfat  tfajj^ 
reign  secretary  had  been  diichnrged  bv    posed     alterution     must      be    btntHV 
my  lord  Bathurfct.   Surely,  if  lord  Uaihurs't ,  He  did  not  conceive   ihoy  codd  j^ 
fbutid  it  possible  to  discliarge  the  duties    themselve*  to  (heir  constitumtr,  if,^^ 
of  hit  own  office  and  those  of  the  foreign  ;  public  economy  was  so  mtteriit  - 
•Cctelury  for  a  considerable  period,  now  |  deration,  the  Hnuse  shonld  not- 

that   lliL'  duties  nf  his   own    office  wen  '    '  '' '"  ' '" 

diminished  oni?  hulf  by  the  cessation  o 
the  war,  hie  lime  could  not  be  lufficicnilj 
occupied.  He  could  state  therefore  will 
ceitaiDty,  that  tho  business  of  the  oElici 
of  war  and  colonies  having  been  dimi 
niibed  one  half  by  the  peace,  and  the  half 
of  tlie  business  of  the  secretary  for  the 
liotue  department  having  also  expired  by 
the  war— each  of  these  departments  having 
ln«t  one  lialf,)tbey  might  be  consolidated 
witli  the  utmost  advantage  to  the  public. 
He  bad  not  the  same  knowledge  of  the 
board  of  control,  and  therefore  he  could 
■lot  enter  so  circumstantially  into  that  part 
of  the  question.  The  hon,  gentleman  had 
cxpresstd  an  apprehension  leet  ilie  pro- 
po«ed  addition  to  the  business  of  the  board 
of  control  might  give  rise  to  something 
like  rebellion  on  the  part  of  the  East  India 
company — they  would  exclaim,  we  have  a 
ri^ht  to  one  whole  and  undivided  minister. 
Wow,  he  would  ask,  when  lord  Melville 
was  president  of  tho  board  of  control,  did 
he  not  also  execute  the  duties  of  one  of 
the  secretaries  of  statp ;  Was  there  any 
complaint,  while  that  noble  lord  fiilcd  the 
office  of  president  of  the  board  of  control, 
and  that  which  was  staled  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  f  Mr.  Kose)  to  be 
very  laborious,  but  whicn  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  stated  to  be  very  easy,  namely 
the  treasurcr^hip  of  the  navy, — that  that 
roble  lord  did  not  find  means  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  combined  offices  in  such 
B  way  as  that  there  should  be  no  excess  of 
buMoess  in  any  one  department  I  The  bu- 

proved  that  one  man  could  discbarge  more 

business  thnn  belonged  exclusively  to  the    ofbusii 

present  board  of  control.     He  could  see  ',  menls.     It  would  he 


of  the  present  occosicMi  for  giving 
tical  example  of  it.  Oneof  tliel 
curitics  for  il)c  public  lervice  wuMi 
its  officers  should  be  fu'ly  emplM^l 
cause  it  was  then  most  probabtciiM' 
offices  themselves  would  be  tilled  bjr' 
and  etficicnt  individual*. 

Mr.  Addin!<tun  suid,  he  was  nry 
surprised  at  the  BtatemcnU  of  llw 
member  who  had  spoken  last, 
been  said  by  his  hon.  friend  (Hi 
bourn)  was,  that  the  busineMa  llie< 
nies  was  of  late  years  mucb  ii  ' 
answer  to  this,  the  hon.  p 
ferred  to  the  period  when  00 
eluded  the  whole  States  of  Amend-. 
the  hon.  gentlemat*  seemed  to  Eoc^tb 
when  this  was  the  case  there  hid  beni 
third  secretary  of  state,  called  the  "  Swt- 
tary  for  America  aud  the  Colonies."  Tic 
hon.  gentleman  was  also  quite  miftakai' 
to  ihe  quantity  of  businew  now  trsonoJ 
inthehomedepartment.  In  the  alien  (1^ 
since  the  hon.  gentleman  had  been  iiili 
Ihe  business  had  increased  by  ane-di)i 
Of  this  he  could  speak  positivelv,  haa^t 
official  situation.  The  currespoodoitti 
the  home  department  was  more  exien))* 
than  many  hon.  gentlemen  could  ciiocfis 
— there  was  correspondence  ■it'i  'ie ad- 
miralty and  other  public  deparoa^ti- 
wiih  all  the  magistrates  of  ibe  kingdw 
besides  the  superintendence  of  tW  poliB 
of  the  metropolis.  When  the  right  1"»| 
gentleman  proposed  to  unite  the  buai' 
of  the  colonial  department  with  that  <ftt 
home  department,  or  of  the  board  ofoa- 
trol,  he  showed  himself  either  lotall;  if 
norant  or  forgetful  of  the  great  incf* 
i  in  every  one  of  these  deps* 
ible « 


(|uite  impDsii) 
. .  reason,  therefore,  wby  the  business  of  i  the  business  could  be  executed  if  say  ' 
Hie  Kvs&xy  of  atate  lor  Ihe  cotoniea  I  them wneuoited.  TiwCuigae already i^ 
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fered  by  those  who  were  connected  with 
each  of  these  offices,  was  as  great  as  could  be 
borne.  The  husiness  of  the  home  depart- 
ment was  so  great,  that  his  noble  relation 
had  not  been  absent  from  his  office  ten 
days  in  the  course  of  any  one  year ;  and 
he  could  assure  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that  the  duties  were  quite  sufficient  to  oc- 
cupy his  time.  Every  person  who  called 
at  the  office,  on  business,  was  desired  to 
5tatc  his  case ;  and  he  received  the  fullest 
possible  information  on  the  matter  in 
which  he  was  interested.  With  respect 
to  the  office  he  unworthily  held,  he  could 
assure  the  House,  that  it  was  not  until 
after  two  days  serious  consideration,  and 
the  present  request  of  his  noble  relation^ 
that  he  accepted  of  it. 

Mr.  Marryat  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
business  of  the  colonial  department  was 
sufficient  to  occupy  the  present  establish- 
ment. He  believed  instead  of  a  reduction 
being  made  in  that  department,  it  would 
be  found  necessary  to  add  to  it,  very  con- 
siderably, in  consequence  of  the  system 
lately  acted  on.      Government  had  de- 

f parted  from  the  ancient  system,  and  had 
ately  proceeded  on  the  principle  of  re- 
taining, in  the  colonies  which  became  ours 
by  conquest  or  treaty,  the  laws  which  the 
power  that  last  possessed  them  had  admi- 
nistered. They  had  Spanish  laws  at  Tri- 
nidad— Dutch  laws  at  Demerara,  Berbice, 
and  Essequibo — French  laws  at  St.  Lucia 
—the  laws  of  the  king  of  Candy  at  Ceylon 
— Maltese  laws  in  the  island  of  Malta- 
end  he  knew  i\ot  how  many  other  codes 
of  laws  were  to  be  found  in  the  range  of 
the  colonies.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  if 
this  state  of  things  was  to  remain,  the  per- 
sons at  the  head  of  the  colonial  depart- 
ment ought  to  be  acquainted  with  all  the 
languages  in  which  these  laws  were  ex- 
pressed, and  that  the  members  of  the 
privy  council,  before  whom  colonial  ques- 
tions might  be  brought,  as  a  court  or  the 
last  appeal,  would  require  a  similar  know- 
ledge. But  besides  the  expense  thus  oc- 
casioned, and  the  qualifications  which  a 
minister  was  required  to  possess,  there 
were  many  other  points  of  view  of  great 
consequence.  The  King  of  Great  Britain 
bein^  absolute  in  some  of  these  colonies,  if 
he  was  ambitious,  he  might  acquire  means 
for  being  equally  absolute  in  his  other  do- 
minions. In  Irinidad,  for  instance,  his 
power  of  raising  revenue  was  unlimited— 
the  taxes  of  that  island  had  been  trebled. 
This  was  a  revenue  altogether  beyond  the 
vohtrol  of  parliament.    i**ormerly,  by  ex- 


tendioff  our  laws  to  our  colonies,  we  had 
extended  to  them  our  spirit:  they  had 
been  always  ready  to  defend  themselves. 
But  now  It  was  found  necessary  to  have 
garrisons,  to  keep  the  colonies  themselvea 
in  awe.  The  situation  of  the  colonies  re- 
quiring the  support  of  large  military  esta- 
blishments, would  necessarily  increase  the 
business  in  this  department.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  absolutely 
impossible  that  the  country  could  dispense 
with  the  business  of  the  colonial  depart- 
ment  being  transacted  as  it  now  was.  But 
for  his  own  part  he  was  for  returning  to 
the  old  system  of  the  country ;  and  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  instead  of  his  pre- 
sent motion,  was  to  substitute  one  for  an 
address  to  the  Crown  to  adopt  the  same 
measures  for  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  colonies  which  had  been 
directed  in  the  proclamation  of  the  great 
lord  Chatham  in  1763,  and  Would  thus 
cause  the  whole  of  the  colonies  to  have 
but  one  set  of  laws,  then  he  would  cor« 
dially  support  such  a  motion,  and  he  would 
agree  that  the  business  of  the  department 
would  no  longer  be  so  extensive  as  to  re- 
quire its  being  maintained  in  a  separate 
shape.  But  the  variety  of  knowledge  now 
required,  as  to  the  different  laws  and  lan- 
guages, made  such  an  arrangement  incon- 
sistent with  the  interests  of  the  country. 
If  the  present  system  was  to  be  continued, 
it  was  impossible  to  dispense  with  a  sepa- 
rate department  for  the  administration- of 
the  colonies ;  none  but  a  cabinet  minister 
should  be  at  the  head  of  the  department, 
and  holding  this  opinion,  he  coula  not  vote 
for  the  motion. 

Sir  John  Newport  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
whether  this  introduction  of  the  know- 
ledge of  laws  and  languages  necessary  for 
a  colonial  secretary,  was  intended  as  a 
matter  of  ridicule  or  not.  If  it  was  ne- 
cessary, as  the  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to 
suppose,  that  so  many  qualifications  should 
be  possessed  by  the  secretary  for  the  colo- 
nial department,  very  few  persons,  he  be- 
lieved, would  be  found  competent  to  fill  it. 
With  respect  to  the  proclamation  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  said  had  been  issued 
during  the  administration  of  lord  Chatham, 
in  1763,  his  statement  was  erroneous*. 
Lord  Chatham  was  out  of  power  before 
that  period,  and  the  proclamation  in  ques- 
tion was  sent  forth  whilst  Mr.  Grenville 
was  at  the  head  of  the  department.  The 
question  before  the  House  came  to  this 
point— an  assurance  had  been  given  from 
the  throne,  that  every  possible  reductioii 
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would  be  made  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
country— that  a  principle  of  itrict  eco- 
nomy would  be  utked  on — and  now  an  op- 
portunity wai  offered,  of  saring  12,000^ 
Gir  annum  to  the  public.  Would  the 
oiuci  then,  go  up  with  ah  addreai  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  praying  that  the  reduction 
•hould  take  place ;  or,  by  refusing  to  do 
aO)  would  they  perpetuate  an  office  which, 
in  his  opinion,  was  unoecessary,  and  thus 
Tiolate  the  pledge  given  to  the  people  ? 

Mr.  Baihursi  contended,  that  the  fo- 
reign colonies  which  we  had  received,  and 
es^cially  the  island  of  Trinidad,  were  not 
yet  in  a  condition  to  receive  the  beneBts 
of  the  British  constitution ;  and  it  was  ad- 
mitted by  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  if  the 
British  laws  were  not  extended  to  tliem, 
the  business  of  our  colonies  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  occupy  the  attention  of  one  indi- 
vidual. It  did  not  follow,  because  the 
home  department  had  been  relieved  from 
the  business  of  the  militia,  that  that  busi- 
ness amounted  to  half  of  the  duty  of  the 
office— a  great  part  of  that  business  had 
been  done  by  clerks.  Though  the  third 
secretary  of  state  was  now  relieved  from 
the  business  of  the  war,  enough  remained  to 
justify  the  continuance  of  his  office.  When 
his  noble  friend  Herd  Castlereagh)  was 
abroad,  exertions  tiad  been  made  to  meet 
that  emergency,  and  if  there  had  been 
neglect  it  was  justified  by  the  imperious 
necessity  of  the  case.  Miich,  too,  of  the 
business  was  then  transacted  by  his  noble 
friend  himself  at  the  foreign  court  where 
he  was  then  residing.  The  dilemma  was 
not  a  necessary  consequence  that  the  busi- 
ness was  neglected,  and  was  transacted 
by  the  noble  lord  without  consultation  with 
his  colleagues.  The  short  question  before 
the  House  was,  whether  the  business  of  the 
colonies  was  not  enough  for  one  person  ? 
It  was  his  opinion  that  it  was,  and  that  the 
consequence  of  annexing  it  to  the  home 
department  would  be,  that  either  the  one 
branch  or  the  other  would  be  neglected, 
or  cast  upon  subordinate  officers ;  for  the 
business  of  the  home  department  had  in- 
creased one-third  in  the  course  of  the  last 
ten  years.  He  saw  no  more  reason  for 
transferring  the  business  of  any  part  of  the 
colonies  to  the  board  of  control  than  to 
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sions,  which  had  hUely  taken  jA^m^  thsl 
such  a  proceeding  would  be  nighly  ob- 
jectionable. If  the  busineaa  connectrf 
with  Uiose  colonies  was  properly  pe^ 
formed,  it  would  not  only  demand  a  giest 
portion  of  time,  but  also  of  judgment 
and  ability.  Looking  to  the  iranienae  ae* 
cession  of  the  duties  which  had  derdvcd 
on  the  colonial  department,  and  conaider- 
ing  the  constant  series  of  busineaa  whick 
the  home  department  necessarily  had  to 
transact,  it  remained  for  the  House  to  ssf, 
whether  the  consolidation  of  the  oSoa 
ought  to  be  recommended.  With  xeqwct 
to  the  question  of  economy,  it  was  oat 
sufficient  to  sav,  that  a  sum  €»f  monsj 
would  he  saved  by  dobg  away  with  ooa 
of  those  offices.  The  point  to  be  cooa- 
dered  was,  whether  tnat  reCreochment 
could  be  made,  without  injury  to  the  pub- 
lic interest.  As  he  thought  it  could  nsC, 
he  should  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Sm^k  said,  that  aa  be  hsd 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  acqoaiitted 
with  the  business  of  the  offices  of  aecfs- 
tary  of  state,  he  did  not  wish  to  give  a 
silent  vote  on  the  present  occaaion.  It 
was  to  be  recollected  that  this  office  of 
third  secretary  had  been  aboUahed  ia 
1782,  by  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  after  which 
it  was  not  renewed  till  1794^,  when  Mr. 
Dundas  had  the  administration  of  the  hone 
department,  the  war  and  colonies  winch 
at  that  time  were  evidently  too  mudi  for 
one  person  to  attend  to.  The  business  of 
the  war  was  then  taken  from  him,  and 
formed  into  a  third  department,  the  colo- 
nies still  remaining  attached  to  the  home 
department.  This  was  the  case  till  the 
short  peace,  when  the  business  of  the  war 
department  failing,  the  colonies  were 
transferred  to  it  to  keep  up  the  office. 
He  now  believed  that  the  business  which 
the  third  secretary  had  lost  by  the  peace 
was  more  than  equal  to  the  whole  busuiess 
of  the  home  department  at  the  present 
time :  and  if  he  were  asked  whether  he 
thought  one  secretary  enough  for  boU\ 
offices,  his  answer  would  be,  in  his  con- 
science, he  believed  it  was.  In  a  report 
of  the  finance  committee,  over  which  the 
Speaker  had  presided  with  so  much  abi- 
lity, it  was  stated,  that  the  necessity  for 


the  admiralty,  or  any  other  department  { the  office  of  third  secretary  of  state  would 
^uite  unconnected  with  the  colonies.  The  ^  depend  on  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
right  hon.  gentleman  then  contended,  that  ■  and  the  state  in  which  the  country  was 
much  inconvenience  would  result  from  con- 1  left  on  the  return  of  peace;  but  that  it 
aolidating  the  colonial  with  the  home  de-  was  desirable  that  this  office  shouJd  be 
partment.  It  did  appear  to  him,  when  they  reduced  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  con- 
considered  the  great  increase  of  our  posses-  sistentJy  witli  the  convenience  of  the  pubUe 


»1 


Qfieei  afihe  Secreiariti  fffSlah. 


April  S,  18tt{h 


[970 


rice.  It  had  been  taid,  that  the  busi- 
18  of  the  home  department  had  in- 
lued  one-third.  How  this  could  be  the 
«»  now  the  business  of  the  militia  was 
Qoyedy  was  inexplicable.  He  could 
:  help  suspecting  tliat  the  motion  of  his 
bt  hon.  friend  would  be  rejected ;  and 
was  sorry  for  it,  both  for  the  sake  of 
\  House  and  the  country.  If  there 
re  any  one  opinion  more  deeply  and 
lely  impressed  on  the  public  mmd  than 
»ther,  It  was  this— that  economy  was 
entially  necessary  in  ever^  ratification 
the  public  service.  If  mmisters  were 
:  impressed  with  this  truth— if  they 
)osea  themselTes,  on  this  point,  to  the 
ce  of  the  country,  he  conceived  they 
re  neither  honest  counsellors  of  the 
own,  nor  sincere  friends  of  the  people. 
VIr.  BankeSf  after  complimenting  the 
hi  hon.  mover  on  the  manly  and  candid 
nner  in  which  he  had  brought  forward 

question,  observed,  that  he  always  felt 
isposition  to  a^ree  to  every  proposition, 

object  of  which  was  public  economy, 
i  it  was  not  without  doubt  and  difficulty 
t  he  had  come  to  the  determination, 
t  it  was  not  consistent  with  the  conve- 
nce  of  public  business  to  abolish  the 
ce  under  debate.  He  was  not  led  to 
(  determination  by  the  circumstancQ, 
t  this  office  vnm  not  included  in  the 
s  which  he  had  brouj^ht  into  the 
use,  because  those  bills  had  been 
wn  up  in  time  of  war  when  there  could 
e  been  no  question  of  abolishing  that 
ce.  He  was  afraid  that  in  endea- 
ring to  save  the  expense  of  this  office, 
I  to  effect  a  consequent  reduction  of 
ronage,  tlie  House  would  cause  consi- 
able  inconvenience  to  the  public  ser- 
?.     He  agreed  with  the  16th  report  of 

finance  committee,  that  the  conti- 
,nce  of  this  office  should  depend  on  the 
e  in  which  the  country  was  left  in  time 
peace.     What  was  the  state  in  which 

country  had  been  left  ?  With  a  great 
rease  oV  colonics  beyond  wliat  could 
e  been  in  the  contemplation  of  that 
imittep.  The  right  hon.  mover  was 
tre  of  this,  and  he  had  proposed  to  call 
ihe  assistance  of  an  office  which  had 
n  appointed  for  quite  diffisrent  pur- 
es,  the  board  of  control.  It  was  de- 
us  that  a  uniform  system  should  be 
pted  with  respect  to  the  colonics,  and 
therefore  thouffht  it  unadvisable  that 

of  them  should  be  put  under  the  same 
:er  as  the  Company's  possessions  in 
la.    Then  with  regard  to  the  saving, 


he  did '  not  think  it  could  be  considerable! 
because  an  addition  would  be  requisite  to 
the'Calary  of  the  president  of  the  board  of 
control,  for  his  additional  service,  and 
there  would  be  a  great  increase  of  clerks 
required.  The  expense  would  probably 
be  as  great  as  at  present,  and  the  system 
would  be  less  convenient.  In  his  exer- 
tions on  the  subject  of  public  economy, 
he  had  always  endeavoured  to  recom* 
mend,  that  the  efficient  officers  should  be 
fahrly  and  amply  paid,  and  those  offices 
whidh  were  useless  should  be  abolished. 
Why,  for  instance,  should  the  two  justioet 
in  Eyre  be  continued  so  long  after  their 
duties  had  ceased  i  On  the  other  hand, 
in  the  efficient  offices  of  the  state,  tba 
duties  had  increased  in  a  large  proportion* 
In  tlie  treasury  the  business  of  late  years 
had  doubled  ;  and  he  was  convinced  that 
the  colonial  business  was  so  increased  as 
to  require  the  whole  attention  of  one  se- 
cretary. As  he  thought,  therefore,  that  it 
'  would  be  inconvenient  to  throw  this  busi« 
ness  on  the  other  departments,  he  could 
not  agree  to  the  motion.  It  was  always 
agreeable  to  him  to  support  a  measure^ 
the  object  of  which  was  economy,  but  he 
did  not  think  the  office  under  considera* 
tion  was  one  of  the  first  which  should  be 
reduced. 

Mr.  Fanxonby  said,  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
spoken  last  had  come  to  the  decision 
which  he  had  formed  with  much  difficulty, 
and  he  did  not  suppose  that  his  objection 
to  the  motion  arose  from  its  having  been 
made  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  and  not  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  himself;  but  it  waa 
extraordinary,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  did 
never  or  ycry  rarely  agree  to  any  motions 
on  the  subject  of  economy  which  did  noK 
originate  with  himself  [Loud  cries  of 
Hear!].  As  to  the  passage  in  the  16di 
report,  on  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
abolishing  this  office,  it  must  depend  on 
the  state  in  which  the  country  was  left,  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  war.  What,  then, 
was  that  situation  ?  It  was  a  situation,  if 
they  took  the  word  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters for  it,  and  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
their  assertion,  of  perfect  external  safety — 
one  in  which  they  had  nothine  to  dread 
from  the  enmity  of  any  power  m  Europe. 
It  was  a  state  which  warranted  them  in 
looking  forward  to  permanent  tranquillity^ 
to  as  extended  a  period  of  peace  as  the 
mutability  of  human  afioirs  could  allow 
diem  to  hope  for.  This  was  the  state  of 
our  external  relations.    How,  then,  did 
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Mauritius,  to  the  control  of  himwkk 
all  Ilindostan,  wherever  the  charter  o;l 
Company   extended,    under  his  jurk 
tion  ? — Was  it  fit  to  intrust  all  lliruloiU 
to   Iiim,   and    to    refuse   him  jurUdkt: 
over  the  places  he  had  mentioned?  W: 
respect   to   the    course    pursued   bj  L 
right   hon.  friend,     the    hon.  geDtieii 
seemed   to   have   mistaken   it.     Hes 
posed  no   measure    on  his  majesty!:- 
nihters.      He  told   them    to  arrange  i 
bu:»iness   in    the    best    way    tbey  ca. 
They  might  adopt  the  suggestion  «: 
right  hon.  friend,  and  add  certain  cf : 
colonies  to  the  department  of  the  boar: 
control.     This  was  a  suggestion.    Buti 
right  hon.  friend  did  say,  that  there  f£ 
peculiar  aptitude  in  the  present  time.: 
making  this  addition  to  the  duties  oii 
board    of   control;     because    that  4. 
being  vacant,  the  individual  who  wasii 
appointed  to  it,  could  not  object  ic^ 


we  stand  at  home?  If  abroad  all  was 
peace  and  security,  our  state  at  home  was 
one  of  unparalleled  and  unexampled  dis- 
treas^a  state  in  which  no  man  felt  tlie 
blessings  or  enjoyments  of  peace—and  in 
which  the  public  burthens  of  the  state 
pressed  heavier  on  the  community  than 
they  did  in  the  hottest  period  of  the  war. 
Was  this  a  state  that  required  strict  eco- 
nomy, or  was  it  not  ?  The  hon.  gentle- 
man said,  we  had  more  colonial  posses- 
sions now  than  we  ever  had  before.  With 
great  deference  to  his  knowledge,  he 
must  deny  the  fact.  It  was  not  so.  Before 
the  separation  of  North  America  from  the 
mother  country.  Great  Britain  had  more 
colonies,  more  business  to  transact  con- 
nected with  them,  and,  consequently,  more 
necessity  for  a  colonial  department,  than 
any  man  could  say  existed  at  present. 
Now,  during  all  the  time  of  the  connexion 
of  the  thirteen  American  provinces  with 

Great  Britain,  down  to  the  year  176S,  \  alteration.  With  ref^pect  to  the  cl- 
when  America  was  in  rebellion  against  I  colonies,  why  could  not  the  two  rex. 
this  country,  there  was  no  additional  \  ing  secretaries  do  the  duties  appertax. 
oflScer  created  for  transacting  the  business  ;  to  them  ?  That  was  the  course  pursutc 
of  that  department. --Would  any  man,  ;  former  times.  It  was  said,  that  pr 
then,  gravely  get  up  and  state  to  the  i  the  duties  were  not  well  performer. 
House,  that  a  necessity  now  existed  for  those  times — that  some  negligence  « 
that  officer,  because  there  was  more  colo-  ^^^   ^    t.^:-  .t  ..       .    .1^^^ 

nial  business  to  transact  ut  present,  than 
there  was  before  17()8  [Hear,  hear!]. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  no  saving 
would  be  tttccted  by  the  plan  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  because  he  would  Iransfer  so 
many  duties  to  tlie  president  of  the  board 
of  control,  as  would  make  the  ollice  as 

expensive  as  that  of*  the  third  ^tiTctary  of    ters),  were  discharged   by  the  r-vo  -. 
state  was  at  presojit ;    and  he  thought  it  ;  taries,  not  only  without  iniiin',  bjr 
unseemly  for  a  su[)eriiiteiidaijL  ot  any  of    great  benefit  to    the    countrv. '  Tbi    ■' 
his  majesty's  colonies  to  he  })laced  under  '  sa\ing  proposed   by  liis   rii^ht  hon.:' 
an  officer  of  the  Kast  India  company,  and     amounted  to  12,(X)6/.  a  year,  a  sun  :'■■ 
paid  by  them.     The   hon.  gentleman  did     times  worth  the  attention  of  pjriii.. 
not  appear  to  give  hii>  understanding  fair  '  but  more  particulnrl3'  at  the  prcsfJ- 
play  on   this  occasion.     What  !  could  he 
denominate   him   the   oificer  of  the   Kast 
India  company,  whose  situation  was  created 
for  the  purpose  of  controlling  that  body? 
What  matter   b)'    whom    he    was   paid— 
what    matter    by   whom    the   money    was 
disbursed — he  was  clearly  an  oHicer  of  the 
Crowti,  appointed  under  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, for   the  superintendancc  of  Indian 
affairs,  and  not  an  olficer  of  the  Company. 
The  Company  were  compel Icil  to  pay  the 
salary— ihev  couM  not  uitlilKihl  it.     They 
had  lu)  e.)ntr"l  over  ih      oo^i-len',  though 
he  had  a  control  over  tseo).       Vnd  ulii  re 
would  be  the  incongruii)  .»r  iransierrmg 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Ceylon,  and  the 


manifested.  This  observation,  hi  thocit 
was  not  fair.     It  was  not  juttto  astn 
flections  on  the  conduct  of  tiiose  who  Iim. 
probably  paid  the   debt  of  nature.   Tn; 
was  no  just  ground  on  which l:^op^.o;C' : 
motion.     In  former    daj^s,  all  iiic  •  :* 
(and  they  were  considerablv  more  v.--- 
would   now  impose    011    the  cxiitin:   * 


e  • 


nient,  and  in  the  [)ro.sent  circuin>trr:.  ■ 
the    country.       ilc   was    not  c:.'-;:  ^-^  • 
throw  out  relleelions   against  xr,  era    . 
to  charge  gentlemen  witli  mak'"]:  i-  '•■- 
sions  cf  economy  upon    which  i  K-y  ^'*^' 
not  disposed  to  act.      But  this  'ae  v..; 
say,  that  when  a    rase  occurreJ  in". 
rj,()(X)/.  might  he  saved  to  the  j-i-' ■ 
would   recjuire   stronger    ar*nlnK^l•^  ■  - 
any   he  had  yet   heard    to  con\in'.c'    ' 
that    it    ought    not    to    ho    done ;   - 
stronger  argunuMits    were   not   ha^  • 
majority  of  this  cnuntry  woal-.l  ti.:::<  ■ 
the  I  louse  was  not   iu  t-arnest  i.i  i:^  .'^ 
fessions. 

Lord  Cuitkrca^h  expressed  hU  per  • 
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readinefs  to  admit  that  the  anfaject  was 
one  of  fair  parliamentvy  consiaeration, 
and  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
brought  it  forward  in  a  very  candid  and 
manly  way.  He  roust,  however,  most 
distinctly  deny  that  the  right  hon.  gentles 
man,  or  any  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  by 
whom  the  proposition  was  supported,  had 
advanced  any  arguments  which  were  at 
all  calculated  to  impress  the  House  with 
the  conviction,  that  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, the  abolition  of  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  stale  for  the  war  and  co- 
lonial department,  was  a  measure,  which, 
with  a  liberal  and  comprehensive  view  of 
the  true  interests  of  the  country,  it  would 
be  wise  or  expedient  to  adopt.  In  the 
CH>mparison  which  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  instituted  between  the  nature 
and  amount  of  the  colonial  business  at  the 
present  time,  and  its  nature  and  amount 
at  former  periods,  he  was  by  no  means 
borne  out  by  facts.  No  one  who  consi- 
dered the  subject  with  any  attention,  but 
must  be  convinced,  that  that  important 
branch  of  the  public  service  had  aoubled 
in  extent  since  the  year  1782,  and  there- 
fore that  the  arguments  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  quoted  as  having  been 
used  by  Mr.  Burke  in  that  year,  when  he 
successfully  proposed  the  abolition  of  the 
office  then  known  by  the  name  of  the  co- 
lonial secretaryship,  were  not  at  all  appli- 
cable to  the  present  question.  Whoever 
contemplated  the  existing  condition  of 
our  colonial  possessions,  must  feel  how 
considerably  those  possessions  had  risen 
in  importance  since  the  period  .to  which 
be  had  just  alluded.  The  policy  on  which 
the  government  and  the  legislature  of  this 
country  had  acted  was  founded  on  the 
conviction,  that  it  would  not  be  wise  to 
permit  the  erection  of  a  local  authority  in 
the  shape  of  a  parliament  in  all  the  colo- 
nies of  which  Great  Britain  had  obtained 
possession.  The  consequence  was,  that 
the  superintending  control  of  the  colonial 
tecretary  of  state  had  been  auemented  to 
a  degree  wholly  unprecedented,  and  with 
which  the  superintending  control  of  the 
colonial  secretary,  at  the  close  of  the 
American  war,  could  bear  no  sort  of  com« 
parison.  The  motion  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  proceeded  on  what  he  fiord 
Castlereagh)  must  consider  a  principle  of 
false  economy.  In  the  present  state  of 
the  public  business,  when  so  many  and 
such  important  considerations  came  within 
the  purview  of  his  majesty's  government, 
it  was  his  conviction,  and  he  was  per- 
(VOL.  XXXUI.) 


soaded  it  would  be  the  conviction  of  paN 
liament,  that  the  responsible  ministers  at  * 
the  head  of  the  diffierent  departments  of 
the  public  service,  in  order  to  be  efficient^ 
ougnt  not  to  be  overcharged  with  busi* 
ness.  They  ought  to  be  men,  not  merely 
qualified  to  go  through  the  routine  of 
office,  but  possessing  minds  capable  of 
exclusive  devotion  to  the  important  ques- 
tion over  which  they  enjoyed  the  control, 
and  capable,  through  the  medium  of  a 
liberal  comprehension  of  the  public  inte- 
rests, of  devising  measures  by  which  those 
interests  might  be  most  eminently  ad« 
vanced.  When  any  important  public 
officer  had,  by  the  application  of  his 
powers  to  such  a  particular  object,  oh* 
tained  the  means  of  materially  improving 
that  part  of  the  public  service  over  which 
he  presided,  it  was,  he  repeated,  a  false 
economy,  which  would  recommend  such 
a  packing  of  offices  together,  as  would 
deprive  the  country  of  the  advantages 
which  their  separation  seemed  to  promise. 
Relieved  as  we  were  from  the  efforts,  from 
the  expense,  and  from  the  dangers  of  war, 
it  was  our  duty  to  attend  with  vigUance 
to  the  amelioration  of  our  pacific  interests 
in  every  part  of  the  world.  In  this  view 
of  the  subject,  he  would  maintain,  without 
the  fear  of  contradiction  by  those  who  pos- 
sessed the  best  means  of  information,  that 
there  was  no  mind  equal  to  the  superin- 
tendance  of  both  the  home  and  colonial 
departments,  if  any  thing  more  than  'a 
superficial  discharge  of  the  technicalities 
of  those  offices  was  necessary,  and  if  it 
was  deemed  requisite  (as  in  his  opinion  it 
unquestionably  was),  that  inoividuals 
placed  in  those  important  offices  of  the 
state  should  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  ques- 
tions which  came  under  their  consiaera- 
tion, should  understand  all  their  most  mi- 
nute details,'  and  should  bend  their  ex- 
clusive attention  to  the  means  of  improv- 
ing the  good  which  might  offer  itself,  and 
of  remedying  the  evils  that  must  occur. 
This  was  a  very  different  thing  from  the 
mere  mechanical  discharge  of  duty  which 
must  take  place,  when  more  was  imposed 
upon  any  individual  than  a  single  human 
mind  could  be  expected  to  enbrace. — So 
much  for  the  pnaciple  of  the  econortiy 
recommended  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man. As  to  the  amount,  he  was  far  from 
undervaluing  the  sum  ;  b^  even  looking 
at  it,  according  to  the  representations  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself,  it  vras 
not  one  which  oucht  to  be  put  in  compe- 
tition with  a  public  advantage,  much  less 
(3N) 
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than  that  which  the  contiDuance  of  the 
office  secured.  If  the  office  of  secretary 
of  state  for  the  colonial  department  should 
t)e  suppressed,  it  would  become  necessary 
to  provide  for  the  officers  who  were  at- 
tacned  to  it  by  superannuation.  Unless, 
therefore,  parliament  clearly  saw  their 
way  through  the  .states,  both  of  war  and 
of  peace — unless  they  were  satisfied  that 
in  the  event  of  a  new  war  it  would  be  un- 
necessary to  re-constitute  this  office — it 
would  be  most  uuwise,  with  a  view  to 
economj^,  now  to  abolish  it.  Nothing 
could  be  a  more  expensive  public  process 
than  to  suppress  an  office,  the  re-creation 
of  which  became  subsequently  indispen- 
sable. For  hi«  own  part,  he  was  perfectly 
persuaded,  that  if  the  three  secretaryships 
of  state  now  existing  were  cut  down  into 
two,  the  pubhc  business  could  not  be  effi- 
ciently and  advantageously  conducted, 
even  in  peace,  and  that  in  war  it  must 
absolutely  stand  still.  The  consequence 
^ould  be,  that  in  the  event  of  war  the 
office  must  be  revived.  On  the  return  of 
peace  new  superannuations  must  take 
place,  and  so  on,  until  an  expense  would 
be  incurred  infinitely  greater  than  that 
attendant  on  the  steady  maintenance  of 
the  present  establishment.  The  advantage 
of  continuing  the  third  secretaryship  of 
state  would  appear  still  more  evident,  if 
the  possibility  of  the  temporary  incapacity 
for  public  service,  cither  by  illness  or 
otherwise,  of  either  of  the  other  two  se- 
cretaries was  contemplated.  Should  such 
an  occurrence  take  place  after  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  third  secretary,  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  the  single  secretary 
who  would  then  be  left,  to  keep  the  func- 
tions of  government  in  motion.  The  mode 
adopted  by  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite, 
of  reasoning  from  particular  cases,  was 
Tery  inconclusive.  It  by  no  means  fol- 
lowed, that  because  the  late  lord  Melville 
had  combined  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  two  offices,  that  such  a  combination 
was  to  be  expected  from  other  individuals. 
It  was  well  known  that  that  noble  lord  had 
enjoyed  a  faculty  for  the  performance  of 
public  business,  greater,  perhaps,  than 
that  possessed  by  any  other  person  in  the 
world.  It  by  no  means  followed  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  make  his  mind  the  mea- 
sure of  the  arrangements  necessary  for 
the  public  service,  or  to  settle  that  as  a 
permanent  principle  applicable  to  all  cases 
whidi  was  applicable  only  to  that  single 
exception.  Under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  whether  ihc  Hou^e  considered 


the  question  with  a  view  to  the  aecurity 
which  ought  to  be  obtained  for  the  abb 
and  efficient  performance  of  the  duties  of 
tlie  most  important  offices  in  the  goven- 
ment,  or  whether  they  looked  to  the  li- 
mited saving  that  must  accrue  from  ei- 
dangering,  or  rather  rendering  impoiiihk, 
such  an  able  and  efficient  performanee,  kt 
trusted  that  they  would  not  hesitate  to 
negative  the  proposition  of  the  right  bob 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Rose  cautioned  gentlemen  not  to 
be  led  away  by  the  bold  assertions  mak 
on  the  other  side.  One  right  hon.  m* 
tlcman  had  said,  that  the  husiness  oftbe 
three  secretaries  of  state  was  now  mudb 
less  than  at  the  period  when  we  posseoni 
our  American  colonies ;  but  he  (Mfi 
Rose)  had  a  distinct  belief  that  such  wm 
by  no  means  the  fact.  He  wished  to  ad- 
dress a  few  words  more  especially  to  dv 
right  hon.  mover  of  the  present  questiao» 
wiio,  when  treasurer  of  the  navy,  hti 
found  so  little  to  do,  that  he  had  neici 
been  employed  two  hours  in  the  daj. 
Mr.  Rose  said,  that  he  should  have  bea 
much  surprised  if  the  right  hon.  geotlemai 
could  have  found  any  tiling  to  occupy 
himself  even  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  m 
the  day :  for  he  had  left  behind  him  no 
trace  of  the  discharge  of  any  of  the  datiei 
of  treasurer  of  the  navy  but  the  signstoro 
of  his  name,  four  times  a  year,  to  the  re* 
ceipt  for  his  salary— [Hear,  hear!  soda 
laugh.]  Well  might  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman maintain  that  that  place  was  a 
sinecure,  for  one  man  would  he  perfectly 
competent  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  two,  'three,  four,  or  five  such  places. 
Mr.  Rose  begged  to  assure  the  House, 
that,  in  his  hands,  the  business  of  the 
office  had  been  very  different^-[Hesr, 
hear!  and  continued  laughter.]  So  kh 
borious  was  it,  that  when  he  retired  into 
the  country,  he  protested  that  he  wai 
under  the  necessity  of  occupying  man^ 
hours  of  the  day  in  the  discharge  of  hB 
accumulated  duties— [Hear,  hear!  froa 
all  sides.]  He  declared  again,  that  thii 
was  the  fact,  and  if  any  hon.  gentlemtt 
doubted  it,  be  had  nothing  to  do  but  ^ 
make  inquiries  of  the  paymaster,  wb6 
would  prove  that  of  late  years  the  tret" 
surership  of  the  navy  had  become  a  amrt 
arduous  situation. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  he  was  old-fr 
shioned  enough  to  think  that  some  weislU 
was  due  to  an'  act  of  parliament  whick 
ministers  seemed  to  set  at  nought :  wbSl 
Mr.  Burkes  bill  C(}ntinucd  on  the -statute 
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book,  the  oiRce  of  third  secretary  must  be 
illegal  in  time  of  peace,  and  those  who 
supported  the  continuance  of  that  place 
would  do  well  to  bring  forward  a  motion 
to  repeal  an  act  which  they  were  noto- 
riously contravening.  In  1782  the  ofiBce 
was  suppressed ;  in  1794  it  was  revived  as 
the  secretaryship  for  war,  its  advocates 
contending  that  Mr.  Burke's  bill  was  only 
directed  against  the  secretaryship  for  the 
colonies.  In  process  of  time  some  of  the 
duties  of  the  home  department  being  given 
to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  a  part 
of  the  business  of  the  colonies  devolved 
upon  the  secretary  of  war,  and  he  was 
called  secretary  for  war  and  the  colonies. 
Now  peace  was  restored,  of  course  all  his 
war  functions  were  at  an  end,  and  it  was 
admitted  that  he  could  now  only  be  called 
secretary  for  the  colonies ;  so  that  it  could 
not  be  denied  that  it  was  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill  of  Mr.  Burke,  which 
declared  that  the  place  should  thereafter 
be  utterly  *<  abolished,  suppressed,  and 
taken  away.''  The  next  clause  provided, 
that  if  it  should  ever  afterwards  be  re- 
vived, it  should  be  deemed  a  new  office ; 
and  the  ministers  were  consequently  in 
the  dilemma,  that  no  person  could  be  ap- 
pointed to  it,  and  at  the  same  time  be  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons.  This 
sort  of  penalty  was  deemed  a  sufficient 
security  -against  the  renewal  of  the  office. 
As  to  the  time  when  this  motion  was 
made,  it  was  impossible  that  any  could  be 
chosen  when  the  language  of  the  preamble 
of  the  act  of  1782  would  more  strongly 
apply :  it  was  passed  **  from  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  his  majesty  to  relieve  his 
people,  and  to  'discharge  the  debt  on  the 
civil  list  without  new  burthens,  as  well  as 
to  introduce  a  better  system  of  economy 
than  had  hitherto  prevailed,  and  to  secure 
more  effectually  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  parliament."  For  all  these 
reasons  the  office  of  third  secretary  had 
been  abolished ;  and  which  of  them  at  the 
present  moment  would  not  apply  with 
double  force  ? 

Mr.  Tierney  began  his  reply  by  noticing 
the  allusion  of  the  right  hon,  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rose)  to  his  conduct  while  he  held 
the  office  or  treasurer  of  the  navy.  He 
did  undoubtedly  presume  to  say,  as  he 
conscientiously  believedfkthat  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  tne  navy  was  a  complete  si- 
necure, and  consequently  a  useless  ex- 
pense to  the  country;  but  in  this  he 
stated  nothing  more  than  what  appeared 
in  the  report  of  a  commiuee  of  that  House, 
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of  which  sir  Francis  Baring  was  chairman. 
For  this  report  distinctly  denominated  this 
office  as  a  sinecure,  observing,  however, 
that  if  the  person  holding  the  office  was 
employed  in  performing  other  public  duty 
of  aedquate  importance,  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  retain  the  salary.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  ^continued  Mr.  Tierney) 
asserts  with  his  usual  correctness,  that  the 
only  trace  I  left  behind  me,  when  I  filled 
that  place,  of  the  execution  of  any  busi- 
ness, was  the  signature  of  my  name  four 
times  a-year  for  my  salary.  Now,  the 
fact,  unluckily  for  me,  is,  that  I  only  re- 
ceived the  salary  for  three  quarters  [Hear, 
hear  I  and  a  laugh].  At  that  time  I  was 
a  poor  man,  and  a  poor  man  I  continue  to 
be ;  and  I  might  have  some  excuse  for  re- 
ceiving the  money,  even  were  it  true  that 
I  did  nothing  to  earn  it;  But  what  is  the 
situation  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ? 
What  excuse  has  he  to  offer  ?  he  who  is 
burthened  with  emoluments  taken  out  of 
the  public  purse  [Hear,  hear !] — the  cal-  * 
culation  of  the  amount  of  whose  sinecures 
is  the  most  difficult  duty  he  has  to  dis- 
charge [Hear,  hoar!] — who  makes  a  boast 
that  they  are  so  numerous,  that  even  his 
retirement  in  the  country  is  broken  \ti 
upon  by  correspondence  regarding  them 
[Hear,  hear!.]  Surely,  it  is  a  little  too 
much  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should 
not  only  hold  all  these  places,  but  should 
boast  of  them  in  the  face  of  the  Commons 
of  England,  who  annually  vote  the  money 
for  his  payment !  Let  me  ask  him  if  he  is 
not  clerk  to  the  other  House  of  parlia* 
ment  ? — a  place  that  his  children  hold  in 
reversion.  Let  him  state  the  emoluments 
he  derives  from  that.  Let  me  ask  him  if 
he  does  not  hold  another  sinecure  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas ;  and  let  him  state 
the  emoluments  of  that  [Hear,  bear!]. 
Let  me  ask  him  if  he  is  not  possessed  of  a 
third  sinecure  in  the  recordofnce;  and,  after 
he  has  estimated  the  value  of  these,  and  all 
the  other  places  he  has  obtained,  let  him 
twit  me  with  having  signed  my  name  for 
three  quarters  salary,  while  I  happened  to 
be  treasurer  of  the  navy  [continued 
cheers  from  all  sides].  He  asserts  that  I 
did  no  good  in  the  office ;  let  him  ask  the 
clerks  how  I  conducted  myself  [Hear, 
hear!]. 

Mr.  Houblon^  while  the  House  was  in 
great  confusion,  rose  to  speak  to  order.. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  this  at^ 
tack  upon  the  right  bon.  gentleman  was 
irrelevant  to  the  question  in  debate. — 
[much  laughter  and  confusion].      Mr. 
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Meibuen  rose,  but  again  took  his  leat,  the 
House  being  in  a  slate  of  great  disorder 
[criw  of  Houbion,  Melhuen.  Chair,  &c]. 

The  SiJfaUr,  as  booh  as  order  was  rc- 
•torcd,  said.  It  does  not  ajipear  to  me 
that  the  bon,  member  has  allegeil  ai)y 
thiii^  lo  show  that  the  right  hon.  gentlt- 
maii  was  out  of  order.  Therefore,  I  call 
upon  that  right  hon.  gentleman  to  proceed 
l^loud  cheers], 

Mr,  TUrneij  resumed,  and  remarlied 
that  the  hon.  member  who  thought  proper 
to  iatenupt  him  on  the  ground  of  irrele- 
vancy, might  have  been  in  order  had  he 
riten  sooner,  and  ioierrupted  his  ri^ht 
tion.  friend  near  him,  when  he  was  making 
the  atuck  to  which  he  ( Mr.  T.}  was  en- 
deavouring, for  his  "WO  vindication,  to  of- 
fer some  reply.  Out  lo  proceed  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman. — He  declares  that 
I  waa  a  mo»t  negligent,  and  that  he  is  a 
most  active  and  elGcient  treasurer  of  the 
navy.  As  to  myself,  that  may  be  a  point 
not  easily  settled  here  ;  but  I  coofidcatly 
rofer  to  every  clerk  in  the  office  to  say 
whether  the  business  was  ever  belter  done 
than  when  I  was  at  the  head  of  it  [^llear, 
Iicar !].  I  do  not  praise  myself—the  cre- 
dit was  due  to  ibc  paymaster;  for  to  me 
the  place  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
a  sinecure.  I  allow  that  it  would  not  be 
very  difficult  to  make  it  otlterwise  by  ha- 
rassing all  the  clerks,  and  interfering  in 
matters  with  which  the  treasurer  has  no 
concern ;  and  that  I  believe  is  tho  fact 
with  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  1  under- 
stand that  he  has  introduced  some  regu- 
lations, originating,  no  doubt,  in  a  good 
motive,  which  have  given  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  and  dune  no  good,  and  only 
allowed  a  certain  degree  of  restlessness,  of 
which,  I  confess,  I  do  not  envy  the  pos- 
sessor THear,  hear!].  1  state,  that  as 
far  as  related  to  that  oHice,  1  was  perfectly 
idle,  whatever  may  be  the  fact  with  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  I  made  no  osten- 
tatious display  of  minutes,  though 
recollect  a  atxt  regulation  which  I  intro- 
duced in  concert  with  the  paymaster,  from 
which  important  benefits  did  result.  F 
the  right  non.  gentleman  will  but  give  me 
credit  for  being  idle,  1  will  give  him  credit 
fordoing  his  utmost  to  ferret  out  employ, 
ment  [Hear!  andalaugh]— Mr. Tiemey 
then  proceeded  to  notice  tlie  arguments 
in  support  of  hig  motion,  which  were  called 
bold  assertions,  from  believing  which 
right  hon.  gentk^man  had  wisely  ciiKtioncd 
the  House.  He  contended  that  this  was 
the  oppottuQuy.for  giving  a  prutical  an- 
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swer  to  that  part  of  the  spDCtJi  rffcP 
Prince  Regent  which  held  out  a  pnni 
of  concurrence  in  economical  arnipj 
meuts,  parliament  not  having  y«  am 
ihe  people  a  eiiigle  hairpeiiriy,ci>enn 
ircnchmcnt  being  compelUd  bynhnik 
noble  lord  cidled  the  clamour  of  ibi  p- 
pic.  He  lamented  that  an  hon.  totah 
(Mr.  Baiikesl  had  not  stood  forwidi 
carry  into  efiect  tfae  main  object  of  ta 
parliamentary  life,  and  that  be  hod  nsi 
his  ceiiEiirc  iipou  justices  in  Eyn,  h 
other  pnllry  sinecures,  iastesd  of  attacM 
witli  vigour  the  coDtinutuice  of  thenai^ 
aflice  in  question.  The  chief  atuwaa, 
tempted  had  been  grounded  upon  ibta 
cumstanues  of  the  peace,  it  being  bcUt 
the  other  side  both  atable  and  aottiUeii 
best  suited  a  present  purpoec,  Uudttlf. 
name  of  secretary  for  the  colonies  ii  ti 
been  clearly  aboUshed  ;  and  whea  tv>M' 
it  was  called  the  secretary  of  war,  ssdi^ 
that  capacity  the  noble  lord  (CaitleRmlr 
had  appeared  in  the  Iloute  at  the  livl 
tho  celebrated  expedition  to  Wall 
oftbecredit  of  which  he  (Mr.  T.) 
not  on  any  account  doprivo  thaaiifol 
—He  theu  pfoi^euilcd  to  ro-*tatc 
the  grounds  on  which  he  had 
mMion,  as  he  saw  many  menlM 
who  did  not  hear  his  opening  ^ 
a  select  committee  were  ap^iaM  ta  a 
quire,  and  a  case  were  madcMttajM^ 
the  continuance  of  the  office  of  tbjtd 
cretary,  he  would  undertake  ae^et  sgo 
to  open  his  hps  in  parliament.  Hf  f» 
tended  that  two  secretaries  of  itsn  ■« 
enough  for  the  diacharee  of  all  tiie  y& 
busine\s.  The  noble  Tord  had  sai<l,  t^ 
lord  2>idmoutb  coutd  not  go  through  i' 
the  busioesE  which  lord  Melville  had  as- 
ducted;  but  it  should  be  remeiifK><'<| 
that  lord  Melville  not  only  went  thn^ 
the  business  of  the  home  departoKttf 
the  colonial  department,  but  bI«o  ren* 
the  whole  system  of  tlie  East  hxiii 
pany,  and  renewed  their  charter-  fl 
sisted,  therefore,  that  this  lISfXLt-VBB 
was  a  certain  dead  pressure  ontbccuwe 
If  any  doubt  existed  on  this  pouit,)* 
would  say, — refer  this  to  a  commutMii^ 
you  will  then  see  who  is  right  and  ahiil 
wrong;  but  do  not  be  borne  down  bj* 
assertions  of  gentlemen  in  office,  ^t^d 
heard  no  answer  whatever  to  hit  «* 
ment,  except  what  the  noble  lord  "ti 
given.  The  noble  lord  had  said, 
person  could  be  found  equally  capsbk 
business  as  lord  Melville;  but  he  (Mr  '* 
believed  there  irere  a  hundred  Iwl 


; 


yi 


gSl]  <0ea  qfthe  SeerOana 

villes  at  eTflry  comer  of  the  ttreet  wbo 
would  regulate  what  related  to  the  colo- 
nial departmanU  Wbat  great  acta  were 
theK  profbuod  gentlemen  going  to  yw- 
fonn  ?  He  would  ventute  to  Mjr,  that 
they  would  be  content  to  proceed  in  the 
ordinary  manner,  and  like  him,  to  leave  no 
niinutei  in  their  offices.  The  noble  lord 
was  now  brought  to  the  teat ;  and  wbat 
wa«  much  more  to  the  purpose,  «o  waa  the 
House  of  Common*.  It  wai  evident  that 
the  noble  lord  and  hia  colleaguea  would  do 
nothiRg.  unleta  the  vote  of  that  House 
competed  them.  The  countiy,  however, 
expected  to  be  relieved  from  some  of 
those  heavy  burthens  which  they  had  ius> 
tained  during  the  war,  and  this  was  one  of 
those  useless  officea  which  ought  to  be  abo- 
lished. All  these  things  ought  to  be  m> 
3 Hired  into,  and. (added  Mr.  Tiemey) 
ley  must  be  inquired  into,  or  Uie 
country  will  not  be  sausfied.  Very  little 
had  been  yet  e&cted ;  but  if  the  people 
of  England,  and  their  representatives  in 
that  House,  would  ftithfullj  dischai^ 
their  respective  duties,  econoiny  and  re- 
trenchment must  take  place.  The  oppo- 
eitioti  which  the  noble  lord  and  his  col- 
leagues had  made  to  this  motion  would 
hold  tbem  up  in  their  true  colours  to  the 
country.  For  his  own  part  he  believed 
that  neither  the  noble  lord  nor  his  col- 
leagues would  ever  adopt  any  measures  <^ 
economy  till  they  wore  driven  to  do  so 
from  necessity ;  and  he  hoped  that  nece*. 
aity  would  be  powerfully  enforced  that 
night.  He  bad  taken  what  he  conceived 
to  be  the  mildest  and  the  fairest  course  to 
oU  parties,  in  moving  an  address  to  the 
Frioce  Regent;  and  he  could  not  per- 
suade himself  but  that  there  were  many 
independent  members  in  that  House  who 
would  feel  that  it  was  no  party  question. 

Mr.  Houbion  said  a  few  words,  bat 
amidst  so  much  noise  in  the  Honse  that 
he  could  not  be  distinctly  beard.  All  that 
we  collected  was,  that  he  wished  to  defend 
Mr.  Rose  agftinst  some  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  jnat  sat 
down.  He  thought,  that  a  penon  who 
had  passed  so  long  a  life  in  the  service  of 
his  country  ought  not  to  be  too  sererely 
animadverted  on.  This  produced  much 
laughter  from  the  opposite  side,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  ban.  member's  speech 
was  quite  inaudible.  When  be  sat  down, 
the  cries  of  question  became  geoeral,  and 
the  House  divided  :— 

For  the  motion 

Against  ft  »..».*.».«.».» 
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List  of  the  Minoritjf. 

Muttsnd,  hon.  A. 
Markbam,  admin 
Martin,  John 
Mcthuen,  Paul 
Milton,  vise. 
Molyneux,H.H. 
Monck,  ur  C. 
Moore,  P. 
Horlaod,  S.  B. 
Morpeth, 


Abercrombie,  hon.  J. 
Althorp.  vise. 
Ad  son,  non.  G. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Barfaam,  Jos.  F. 
Baring,  sir  Thos. 
Baring,  Alex. 
Baker,  John 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Birch,  Joseph 
Bolland,  John 
Brougham,  H. 
Burrell,  hon.  P.  D. 
Byng,Georee 
Caloaft,  John 
Calvert,  Nic. 
Covert,  Charles 
Campbell,  gen. 
Cavendish,  bon.  IL 
Caulfield,  hon.  H. 
Carew,  R.  S. 
Cocks,  hon.  J.  S, 
Creevcy,  Thos. 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Dundas,  Charles 
Ebrington,  vise. 
EllioLrthon.W. 
Fazarkerley,  N. 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C. 
FitzToy,  lord  J. 
Folkestone,  vise. 
Frenuotle,  Wm. 
Fynes,  Henry 
Gordcm.  R. 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Grant  J.  P. 
Hamilton,  sir  H.  D. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Hornby,  E. 
Howard,  ban.  W. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Jervois,  O.  P. 
Knox,  ThoB. 
Lunbton,  John  G. 
Langton,  W.  G. 
Leader,  Wm. 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Ijtteltoo^  hon.  W. 
MacdonaU,  J. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Tkurttiay,  April  i. 

PxTIXIOirS    KXaPECTIMG     THK    PEACC 
ESTABLISBMIST — AND   FuBLIC  EzPEN- 

DITDKB.3  Sir  J.  Onm  prteeated  a  peti- 
tion from  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Pembroke,  complaining  of  th«  great  a^> 
cultural  distrees  which  vras  felt,  yraymg 
for  retrendunent,  and  depreciating  the 
iiniiiHiiiMi  oS  a  IlKge  ■tandiDg  army  in 


Neville,  Wr. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Newman,  Wm, 
Norlhey.  Wm. 
North,  Dudley 
Nugent,  lord 
01bra,ChBries 
Ossulston.  lord 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Pahner,  Charles 
Peirse,  H. 

Fonwnby,  rt.  boa.  6. 
Powlett,  hon.  W. 
Prittie,  boD.  F.  A. 
Pym,  Francis 
^unsden,  J.  C. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
RomilJT,  sir  S. 
RuasoII,  lord  W. 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Scudamore,  R.  P. 
SefloD,  earl  of 
Shwp,  R. 
Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Abel 
SmiUi,W. 
Sebright,  sir  John 
Tsvistoek,  marquis 
Taylor,  Chailea 
Tiemey,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Thompson,  Thos. 
Townsbend,  lord  C. 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
Wsrre,  J.  A. 
Waldegrave,hon.capt. 
Walpole,  bon.  gen. 
WesUm,  C  C. 
Wilkins,  Walter 

Tu-LEBS. 

Smyth,  J.  H. 
WyuD.C.W. 
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time  of  peace.     The  hon.  baronet  said,    BCcreianes  to  ihe  admiralty,  or  the 
that  wilh  respect  to  tlje  lubject   of  eeo-     lenance  of  such  a  large  miliurjr  fwdt 
nomy,  whnuverilifferenccofopinionlhere     had  Iteeo  shown   in   many  retpecUUt 
might  be  as  to  the  mode  in  which  it  should 
be  effected,   llie?c  was  but  one  opinion 
thtoughout  the  country  as  to  the  necessity 
of  it.     He  hoped  his  majesty's  ministers 
would  proceed  in  that  course  which  they 
had  begun,  and  he,  foe  one,  thould  be  pre- 
pared to  support  them. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  he  was  ^lad  to  per- 
ceive that  petitions  were  arriving  from 
every  part  or  the  kingdom,  recommending 
economy  and  retrenchment.     U  would  he 


idle,  however,  to  expect  any  real  sysl. 
nf  economy  from  ministers.  That  House 
must  do  its  doty  in  compelling  retrcnch- 
nieat,  as  it  had  already  done  its  duty  in 
rejecting  the  property  lax.  It  should  he 
rcmemMred,  iiowever,  that  it  was  not  by 
oneiweeping  proposition  that  any  good 
could  be  done;  they  must  be  incessantly 
vigiluit;  they  must  scrutinize  every  item, 
nnd  in  the  aggregate  of  comparatively 
small  sums  would  be  an  amount  of  saving 
to  the  public  which  would  ail'ord  a  sub- 
■tantiil  relief. 

Mr.  JoHci  observed,  that  he  could  not 
wholly  agree  in  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  lion,  gentleman,  because  lie  believed 
that  ministers  were  now  willing  to  adopt  a 
system  of  practical  economy,  and  he  eon- 
fessed  he  should  be  more  disposed  to  sup- 
port a  system  of  economy  coming  from 
tliem,  than  one  coming  from  the  other  side 
of  tJie  Mouse.  He  believed  he  could  say 
the  same  for  his  hon.  colleague.  Eco- 
nomy the  country  required,  and  economy 
to  the  utmost  extent,  compatible  with  the 
safety  and  the  dignity  of  the  country,  lie 
trusted  ivould  be  practised  by  his  mojcsty's 
ministers. 

Mr.  Calcrafl  said,  ho  was  not  surprised 
to  hear  the  hon.  member  declare  his  wtl- 
lingncas  to  support  a  systeoi  of  economy 
originating  with  the  ministers,  rather  than 
one  proposed  by  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  out  he  trusted  his  opinion  would 
not  influence  llie  judgment  of  others.  For 
his  own_part,  he  had  no  confidence  what- 
ever in  tlie  intentions  of  ministers,  because 
they  had  done  nothmg  voluntarily,  but 
only  when  the  votes  of  that  House  com- 
pelled them.  ITie  hon.  member  talked 
about  iuch  retrenchments  as  were  compa- 
tible with  the  safety  of  the  country. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  roemberwas  one  of  those 
who  thought  the  controuance  of  the  oflice 
of  a  third  secretary  of  state  in  time  of 
peace,  or  the  iacreaied  ta^ma  of  the 


unneceasary.   essentially    connected 
the  safety  of  the  country.     As  10 
practical  ecoootay,  nothing  had  yel'_ 
done,   but    every   thing  remained  1*1 
done.    Ministers,  indeed,  when  thcf  T 
that  some  retrenchments  must  be  i 
sat  about  them  with  a  very  ill  gna,i 
brought  forward  reduced  estimate*  is 
ordnance,  and  the  army,  though  ibe; 
before  declared  that  any  further  rednd 
were  utterly  impracticable.     So  miKil 
their  sincere   disposition    to  redeea 
pledge  given  by  jhe  prince  regeaiiss 
speech    at  the     commencement  ef  ik 
session.     I'arliaraent    had  had  a  prefl  i 
what  might  be   expected  from  myaf 
Bpontaneoueiy,   in   the    proceeding  wa 
the  properly  tax  ;  he  did  not  Lno*  *lr^ 
the  hon.  gentleman  was  one  of  th(W  tV 
voted  ogainst  that  tax,  but  was  luiie)^ 
that  if  his  doctrine   of  conlidtng  iii6| 
system  which   mioisterB    might    pfDpa> 
had  been  adopted,  the  couotxy  weuU  »■ 
have  been  saddled   with  that  odioiu  r^ 
hateful  impost.  > 

Sir  J.  Omen  disclaimed  the  impolaLa 
which  had  been  oast  «poQ  hiaifrT't''c''(i°^ 
member  who  spoke  lasti  He  did  oot  ar^ 
that  he  would  support  any  tpiea)  of  tco- 
nomy  which  niinisiers  im^ht  propo'e. 
lboii|i;h  lie  shoutd  certainly  bemois  ftil^ 
to  trust  to  llie  wisdom  of  their  oiemirR 
than  in  those  of  the  opposite  side  of  i^ 
House.  He  begged  Ifave  to  declare  ts 
he  stood  pledged  to  no  support  whatns'. 
his  wish  was  to  sec  a  real  and  pndia' 
economy  introduced,  and  if  it  wereiof* 
duced  It  should  have  his  conruiraia 
wherever  it  might  originate.  With  reiptf 
to  the  property  tax,  he  could  infomi* 
hon.  member  that  he  was  one  of  those  *^ 
voted  for  its  rejection  as  did  also  hii  bM 
colleague,  and  he  voted  against  it  btctx» 
he  sincerely  thought  that  it  w  ■  f*^ 
which  ought  not  to  be  imposed  upoa  the 
country  in  a  time  of  peace. 

Mr.  Jones  repeated  liis  assertion,  tl« 
he  should  be  more  willing  to  suppW 
system  of  economy  propssed  by  nuaalB< 
than  by  the  hon.  gentlemen  oppo*- 
When  those  hon.  gentlemen  were  in  o6» 
he  did  not  think  they,  exhibited  any  ^rt" 
predilection  for  economy  or  constitution 
practices.  He  need  only  advert  to  ll« 
mtroduction  of  a  noble  lord  into  theol^ 
net,  and  the  measure  which  was  adcpin 
with  te^)ect  to  nnoiber  wAM  lord,  to  i**" 
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ble  bim  to  hold  a  sinecure  office  of  consi- 
derable emolument  in  conjunction  with 
that  of  prime  minister.  He  denied  that 
ministers  had  never  thought  of  economy 
till  it  was  forced  upon  them.  This  asser- 
tion was  contradicted  by  the  circumstance 
of  their  having,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  been  careful  to  place  that 
recommendation  of  economy  in  the  mouth 
of  the  prince  regent,  of  which  frequent 
mention  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  he  did  not  see  how 
the^  charge  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
brought  against  the  administration  of 
1806  was  at  all  connected  with  the  ques- 
tion of  economy.  The  admission  of  lord 
Ellenborough  into  the  cabinet  certainly 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  and  as  to  the 
bill  which  was  brought  in  to  enable  lord 
Grenville  to  retain  the  office  of  auditor  of 
the  exchequer,  that  created  no  new  sa- 
lary; there  was  no  augmentation  of 
expense.  The  only  object  of  that  bill 
was  to  sanction  a  union  of  two  offices 
which  had  before  been  considered  as  not 
capable  T)f  being  held  by  the  same  indi- 
naual ;  but  had  the  bill  never  passed,  the 
salary  of  auditor  and  the  salary  of  the 
first  lord  of  the  treasury,  would  equally 
have  subsisted.  With  regard  to  the  great 
question  of  public  economy,  he  hoped  to 
see  that  carried,  as  the  question  of  the 
income  tax  was  carried.  He  was  quite 
satisfied  that  no  exertions  in  that  House 
would  have  saved  the  country  from  that 
tax,  if  the  country  itself  had  not  raised  its 
voice.  It  was  the  firm,  deliberate,  con- 
stitutional petitions  of  the  people,  backing 
their  representatives,  whicn  alone  secured 
the  rejection  of  the  tax.  The  same  quiet, 
constitutional,  and  energetic  course  now 
would  obtain  the  same  results ;  but  if  the 
people  deserted  their  own  cause,  if,  hav- 
mg  obtained  one  triumph,  they  remained 
passive — if  they  did  not  use  all  their 
means  of  approaching  that  House  and 
declaring  their  sentiments,  they  would 
find  that  no  real  substantial,  and  practical 
economy  would  be  adopted  by  ministers  ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  would  be  amused 
and  deluded  with  the  '^  unreal  mockery'' 
of  it,  while,  in  fact,  the  same  system  of 
improvident  expenditure  would  be  mah)- 
tained. 

Mr.  Barham  observed,  that  he  could 
•peak  from  his  own  personal  knowledge, 
as  to.  the  truth  of  the  allegations  which 
the  petition  contained.  Nothing  could 
equal  the  distress  which  was  felt  by  all 
classes  of  persons  employed  in  agricul- 


tare,  in  that  part  of  Wales  from  which  it 
came.  With  respect  to  what  had  fallen 
from  an  hon,  member,  about  his  willingness 
to  support  a  ministerial  system  of  economy, 
if  his  meaning  l^ad  been  misunderstood, 
he  hoped  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  explaining  himself,  before  the  subject 
then  under  discussion  was  disposed  of. 
'He  could  assure  him  it  would  make  a 
very  strong  impression  upon  his  consti- 
tuents, if  they  knew,  as  probably  they 
would  know,  that  he  waa  not  prepared  to 
support  any  plan  of  real  and  practical 
economy^  from  whichever  side  of  the 
House  it  might  come. 

Mr.  Jones  observed,  that  all  he  had  said 
was,  that  he  should  be  more  disposed  to 
support  a  system  of  economy,  upon  a 
large  and  adequate  scale,  if  proposed  by 
ministers,  than  one  which  mignt  come 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House.  With 
respect  to  his  constituents,  he  thanked 
the  hon.  member  for  his  advice,  but  be 
had  little  doubt  of  being  able  to  satisfy 
their  expectations. 

Lord  G.  Cavendish  expressed  his  s^ense 
of  the  compliment  which  had  been  paid 
to  the  gentlemen  who  sat  on  his  side  of 
the  House. 

Lord  Compton  commented  on  the  in- 
consistency of  gentlemen,  who  contended 
that  the  House  h^d  adopted  no  measures 
of  economy,  and  immediately  afterwards 
asserted  economy  to  liave  been  forced 
upon  ministers.  He  had  certainly  great 
confidence  in  his  majesty's  government, 
but  at  the  same  time,  they,  like  all  other 
public  officers,  required  to  be  carefully 
watched  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
The  hon.  eentleman  (Mr.  Jones)  had  not 
deserved  the  attacks  which  had  been  made 
on  him.  Be  had  said  he  would  support 
the  plans  of  economy  which  might  be 
brought  forward  by  ministers,  but  had  not 
pledged  himself  to  oppose  those  recom- 
mended from  other  quarters. 

Mr.  Prothcroe  said,  in  the  part  he  had 
acted  with  respect  to  the  property-tax, 
he  had  made  a  great  sacrifice  of  popularity 
to  a  sense  of  dut^.  He  had  voted  in 
favour  of  the  contmuance  of  that  impost, 
in  the  conviction  that  ministers  would 
feel  more  strongly  the  importance  of  at- 
tending to  economy  while  disposing  •f 
money  so  hardly  raised,  than  it  was  to  be 
expected  they  would  while  they  went  on 
borrowing,  and  thus  obtained  the  neces- 
sary sums  by  means  not  so  immediately 
felt  by  the  country,  though  more  fatal  in 
their  consequences. 
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ciril  list  expenditure;  Sdly,  the  useless 
increase  of  various  public  salaries  and 
pensions ;  and,  4thly,  the  unnatural  and 
mischievous  operation  of  an  artificial 
paper  capital  and  currency,  as  the  real 
grounds  of  the  present  heavy  distresses 
which  are  pressing  on  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. It  petitions  also,  on  other  and 
higher  grounds,  against  the  military  esta- 
blishments, as  entirely  subversive  of  the 
principles  and  spirit  of  our  free  constitu- 
tion. And  here.  Sir,  permit  me  to  ob- 
■enre,  that  my  constituents  are  not  peti- 
tioning against  a  measure,  on  which  this 
House  has  already  decided.  Early  in  the 
session,  I  had  the  honour  of  presenting  a 
petition  somewhat  similar  to  this  from 
them.  Since  that  period,  a  great  and 
signal  event  has  occurred,  which,  in  a 
financial  view  at  least,  has  materially 
Altered  the  character  of  even  those  parts 
of  the  military  establishment  of  this 
country  in  which  this  House,  so  unfortu- 
nately as  I  think,  has  already  agreed  with 
the  committee  of  supply.  I  mean  the 
decisive  and  final  rejection  of  that  impost 
on  income,  miscalled  the  property-tax.  A 
triumph  in  my  opinion  certamly  far  more 
glorious  than  any  of  those,  which,  won  by 
our  arms,  have  been  the  theme  of  our 
pride  and  our  thanksgiving.  Because  a 
victory  not  purchased  by  blood,  or  by 
tears, — because  a  victory  of  public  spirit 
struggling  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  an 
already  overburtliencd,  and  nearly  ex- 
hausted, nation, — because  a  victory  which 


culture  and  in  commerce, — ( 
ruin  of  attempting  to  raise  th 
by  loan,  on  which  an  interest  i 
<— I  shall  leave  ray  constituei 
for  themselves  in  their  petitioi 
is  one  part  of  this  petition,  ol 
distinct  character,  to  which 
to  call  the  attention  of  the 
prayer,  expressed  in  a  ton 
ceived  in  a  spirit,  which  I  i 
anxiously  hopie  may  meet  v 
ral  expression  all  through  t 
They  represent  very  strongly, 
new  andf  unconstitutional  desi 
very  considerable  portion  ol 
army.  I  mean  of  the  30,000  b 
what  is  called  our  army  of  oi 
France.  And  here.  Sir,  I 
express  how  warmly  I  wishtitt 
may  concur  with  them  in  t) 
the  character  of  this  force. 
tination  of  that  army,  ministi 
prived  parliament  of  the  on! 
constitutional  security  whid 
pears  to  me,  parliament  can 
as  against  a  military  force- 
operation  of  the  mutiny  act, 
annual  vote  of  supply.  Tht 
tainly  cannot  affect  an  am; 
actually  by  the  government  oi 
rather  by  a  contribution  whic 
tlemcn  would  have  us  believe 
droit  the  private  property  of 
The  mutiny  act,  the  constiti 
by  which  the  British  army  i 
must,  I  conceive,  have  a  ratli 


f  1 


929]     Vnc(mttUvHonal  hiterferen'ce  of  the  Military     April  4,  1816. 


[930 


extent.  If  it  be  good  for  ^,000  it  is 
good  for  100,000  men.  Take  theQ  100,000 
Englishmen,  place  them  in  the  pay  of  a 
French  king,  and  under  the  orders  of 
an  English  one,  take  them  from  under 
the  control  of  Britibli  laws,  with  British 
arras  in  their  hands,  and  place  tlieni  on 
the  shores  of  the  British  Channel,  within 
four-and-twenty  hours  of  our  own  coast> 
and  then  would  any  minister  dare  to  get 
up  in  his  place  and  say  that  this  is  any 
longer  a  force  within  the  purview  or  pale 
of  the  constitution  ?  Would  he  say  that 
this  was  any  longer  a  parliamentary  go- 
vernment, or  would  he  say  that  ours  was 
any  longer  a  free  state  I  Sir,  the  peti- 
tioners remark  very  strongly  on  the  duties 
assigned  to  that  army,  and  the  lessons  in 
which  that  army  is,  for  five  years,  to  be 
instructed,  and  made  a  party  in  France. 
They  observe  (I  use  their  own  words), 
that  '<  as  they  are  sent  thither  to  keep 
down  the  expression  of  public  opinion  in 
France,  so  they  may  be  brought,  on  their 
return,  to  keep  down  what  remains  of 

Eublic  spirit  in  England.*'  Sir,  this  is  a 
ad  lesson  to  teach  an  English  army.  To 
teach  them,  among  the  crimes,  not  loud, 
but  deep,  of  an  abject  and  suffering  land, 
how  a  press  may  be,  not  regulated,  but 
enslaved, — how  a  government  may  be,  not 
accepted,  but  imposed, — how  a  ^people 
may  be,  not  reconciled,  but  subdued.  Let 
us  recollect  that  it  was  on  the  shores  of 
America,  that  the  French  army  first  im- 
bibed notions  of  republicanism.  That  it 
'vras  from  thence  that  they  communi- 
cated to  the  people  a  lesson,  which,  if 
the  French  nation  had  been  worthy  of 
rational  freedom,  might,  instead  of  lead- 
ing to  blood,  to  confusion,  to  the  worst 
and  roost  odious  of  all  tyranny,  have 
shown  the  way  to  a  free  and  happy  con- 
stitution. Let  us  beware  lest,  as  the 
French  army  brought  from  America 
notions  which  dethroned  a  king,  our  army 
xnay  import  from  France  notions  which 
2na\'  disfranchise  the  people. 

Lord  George  CavendUh  believed  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  this  petition  were 
not  confined  to  the  town  of  Aylesbury, 
but  were  common  to  the  country  at  large. 
lie  now  gave  notice  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion, shortly  after  the  recess,  to  submit  a 
.  motion  to  the  House  upon  the  public 
expenditure,  and  the  existence  of  a  large 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  which 
was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  principles 
of  the  constitution  of  this  country,  and 
subversive  of  our  liberties. 
(VOL.  XXXIIL) 


The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Unconstitutional  Interference 
OF  THE  Military.]  Lord  Milton  con- 
curred in  the  observation  of  the  noble  lord 
who  had  just  sat  down,  that  the  exist- 
ence of  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace, 
endangered  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
The  truth  of  this  observation  was  rendered 
apparent  by  a  circumstance  which  had 
come  to  his  knowledge  that  day.  It  miglit 
perhaps  be  considered  ridiculous  to  intro- 
duce any  thing  wliich  had  occurred  to 
himself  as  a  private  individual,  yet,  as 
others  were  liable  to  the  same  inconve- 
nience, he  thought  he  was  at  liberty  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  sub- 
ject. He  was  going  that  day  about  the 
streets,  in  an  open  carriage,  in  company 
with  a  noble  lord,  a  friend  of  his,  when  on 
coming  to  the  corner  of  a  street,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  James's,  his  carriage 
was  stopped  by  ^one  of  tlie  horse  guards, 
and  he  was  prevented  from  proceeding. 
Both  himself  and  his  noble  friend  remon- 
strated with  the  man  on  his  conduct,  and 
desired  to  know  his  name,  and  the  autho- 
rity upon  which  he  took  so  extraordinary 
a  course,  as  that  of  stopping  his  majesty's 
liege  subjects  upon  the  King's  highway  in 
the  pursuit  of  their  legal  and  proper  bu- 
siness? The  man,  however,  refused  to 
give  this  information,  would  not  suffer 
them  to  proceed,  and  struck  the  horses, 
to  prevent  their  progress,  adding  to  his 
noble  friend,  «  I  will  strike  you  too,  if 
you  attempt  to  go  on."  This  was  done 
with  a  naked  sword,  and  in  a  street  by  no 
means  confined — for  it  was  in  Pull-Mall, 
in  which,  at  the  time,  there  were  not 
above  ten  carriages  at  moj^t.  It  niiglit  be 
said,  that  these  men  were  placed  there 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace;  but  this 
certainly  was  a  most  extraordinary  mode 
of  effecting  that  object,  namely,  by  threat- 
ening to  cut  down  his  majesty *s  subjects 
while  going  upon  their  peaceable  eriands 
[Hear,  hear !].  He  would  not  say  that 
by  the  existence  of  such  practices  our 
liberties  were  extinct ;  but  he  would  say, 
that  tlie  introduction  of  such  means  of 
preserving  the  peace  of  the  metrojiolis  was 
well  worth  the  attention  of  the  Iloise. 
He  could  view  the  practice  in  no  other 
light  than  a  desire  to  accu>toin  the  people 
to  see  soldiers  used  in  situations  where, 
under  the  principles  oi^  the  constitution, 
peace  ofticers  had  hitherto  been  deemed 
sufficient.  He  did  not  wish  to  see  yaarJs 
(3  0) 


031)  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
oallccl  ioio  action,  where  «i  i  coolA  avail 
uuriclvea  of  the  aasislunce  of  the  mil 
fowet.  Ho  was  the  last  who  wished  to 
aetf  riot  or  di&turbanco ;  but  he  wu  ci^r- 
uin  that  on  ordinary  occations  the  con- 
stables were  quite  sufficifnt  for  their  pre- 
vention    [dear,  hear!]. 

Lord  CanU'eagh  could  not  speak  of  his 
own  kaowledge  to  the  pariicular  trnnssc- 
lion  to  which  allusion  bod  be<.'n  made  by 
tho  noble  lord.  lie  knew,  however,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  the  noble  lord  was  equally 
wcH-inrormctl,  that  it  was  by  no  means  a 
novel  practiire  on  court  days,  to  liave  the 
horse  guards  to  clear  ihe  avenues  to  the 
court.  Upon  those  occasions,  without 
tneaniiig  to  defend  the  conduct  of  a  par- 
ticular lindividual,  he  could  only  bear  his 
teulimony  Xo  the  temper  and  propriety 
with  which  the  men  pcrforined  the  duty 
intrusted  to  them  [Cries  of  No  !].  He 
had  never  heard  any  other  cliaractcr  of 
our  soldier?.  What  pnrliculnr  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  for-the  day  he  knew 
not;  but  he  was  sure  it  could  only  have 
been  inteodeil  to  preserve  the  peace,  nnd 
was  not  designed  to  introduce  any  novel 
or  uonecessary  use  of  the  military. 

Lord  MUlun  was  certainly  desirous  of 
believing,  that  the  employment  of  the 
military  was  simply  wiin  a  view  of  pre- 
serving order,  but  his  objections  were  to 
Ihe  use  of  (he  mililary  at  nil,  where  the 
civil  power  wa^  sulficient  to  preserve  the 
peace.  If  such  a  use  was  once  tolerated. 
It  would  frcipicntly  creep  on,  till  (he  civil 
power  was  totalfy  superseded  by  the 
military. 

Lord  Ntigntl  said,  that  nobody  who  bad 
witnessed  the  conduct  of  the  life  guards, 
when  called  out,  would  deny  that  they 
had  conducted  ihemselves  with  great  tem- 
per. He  apprehended,  however,  that  the 
object  of  his  noble  friend  was  not  so  much 
to  call  the  ottention  of  the  House  to  the 
conduct  of  the  particular  soldier,  by  whom 
he  had  been  attacked,  as  to  know  from 
whom  he  had  received  his  orders. — He 
thought  it  behoved  that  House  to  inquire, 
by  what  authority  the  military  received 
tnc  power  of  stopping  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects on  Ihe  highway,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  peculiar  avocations. 

Lord  Casllertagh  said,  it  was  by  no 
means  unusual,  on  great  spectacles,  or  on 
reviews,  to  employ  the  military  to  prevent 
confusion  and  disorder.  It  had  been  the 
practice  at  all  times  in  this  country  on 
court  days,  and  had  never  been  objected 
to,  because  every  genttemao  must  feel,  it 


VnconslUuiionat  iHterferent* 
was  a  practice  solely  origlaatingisi 
to  preserve  the  peace. 

Air.  Tiemeff  coositlered  ihu  llbl 
friend  bad  done  very  rigbl  in  brir^ 
subject  before  the  House.    Thei 
ing  inaovations  were    now  inin 
the  employment  of  military  aid,  mi 
a  manner  as  was    sanctioned  ncid* 
law  nor  practice.      Guards  were  arti 
lioncd,   not  as    formerly,    mcrtlj  X 
James's,  but  through   the  whole  sf ' 
Mali,  and  he  could  assign  uo  rev 
it,  but  the  design  DilnUters  had  of 
toming  the  people   lo  military  tftt 
He  thought  the  military  had  no  i^ 
be  employed,    excepting  when  tbti 
power  was  likely    to  be  thwariwW 
and  only  then,  they  might  be  tailtt 
hoped  the  noble  lard'(CBSttereagti]ll 
pay  some  attention  to  thto,  and  enoB 
to  remove  this  dangerou*  inconisi 
\Vitli  respect  lo  the  attack  made  m 
noble  friend,  the  public  might  ihsilf^ 
there  had  been  no  murder  committal 
had  his  noble   friend    been  choli  ' 
most    serious    consequences  miglitl 
ensued.      But   be    deprecated  &m 
(juent  military  parades,  not  merely  Ml 
ground  of  inconvenience.     He 
thought  they  were    done  by  otir 
Ihe  purpose  of  making  soof^'^'* 
the  House  for  the  increase  of  the  houK 
hold  troops       [Loud  chetrsftomlhec- 
position].     He  would  repeal  if,  H  "^ 
part  of  the  system  ministers  had  adopti 
ibr  persuading  the  I-Iouse  to  ssncticii  i^ 
increase  in  the  household  troops    J^ 
pcated  cheers].      The  case  wa*  '"J*' 
ferent  in  the  city,   when  public  f»4 
took  place.      He   would  alltide,  in  lf| 
licular  manner,  to  the  Mansion-boK *! 
Easter  Monday,  and  he  would  a*k,t»; 
did  the  Lord  Mayor   act  on  iheM  w 
sions?  Why,aItliough  therewasofW 
a  very  great  number  of  persoat  f^i 
there,  and  a  vast  crowd  always  saeisl4 
to  see  them  going  in,  yet  his  bnWvH 
always,  in  a  constitutional  muoer,  "hkl 
did  honour  to  himself  and  the  dtj,  W 
charged  a  single  soldier  from  ipp^j 
On  the  same  principle  he  thoogbt  wfl 
ters  should  act,  and  he  therefore  dedMj 
condemned    their    conduct  as  a  vigMl 
breach  of  the  constitution      [Hearl]. 

Lord  CaslUreagh  protested  agtiosl^' 
doctrine,  that  the  employment  of  itfl 
litary  on  court  days  was  a  novel  e;W*: 
It  had  always  been  practised;  BndM*| 
military  had  been  called  out  when  9\ 
court  was  held  at  Carltoa-housc,  be  i^\ 
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posed  it  had  been  thought  by  those  who 
nad  the  direction  of  the  businesSi  that  the 
same  regulation  applied  to  the  court  when 
at  Buckingham-house. 

Mr.  Wvnn  said,  that  the  present  system 
was  totally  new.  It  was  most  necessary 
for  the  House  to  resist  in  the  beginning 
tliis  assumption  of  a  right  in  the  Crown  to 
stop  persons  on  the  high  way » in  the  peace- 
able pursuit  of  their  lawful  occupations. 
He  himself  had  that  day  seen  soldiers 
waving  their  swords,  galloping  this  way 
and  that»  stopping  or  endangering  pas- 
sengers, without  any  shadow  of  constitu- 
tional authority  for  such  alarmine  con- 
duct. The  only  legal  way  in  which  the 
soldier  could  act  was,  in  assistance  of  the 
constable.  When  the  constable  was  re- 
sisted, and  found  inefficient  for  the  re- 
pressing of  tumult,  then,  and  then  only, 
could  the  soldier  be  called  in :  but  it  was 
quite  necessary  that  the  public  should 
know  that  no  soldier  whatever  had  any 
rijght,  on  any  pretence,  thus  to  stop  un- 
onending  passengers  on  the  public  high- 
way. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  custom  of  stationing  guards  in  the 
streets  on  court  days' had  long  been  prac- 
tised— ever  since  the  days  of  queen  Anne. 
The  question  merely  was,  whether  this 
yK3S  necessary  for  the  obsQrvance  of  public 
clecorum  \  As  to  its  not  being  necessary 
Co  station  guards  in  St.  James's,  because 
the  court  was  held  at  Buckingham-house, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  usual  road 
to  Buckingham-house  was  down  St. 
James's-street.  The  occasions  on  which 
the  court  met  were  now  so  rare,  that  a 

freater  crowd  than  usual  was  to  be  appro- 
ended  on  that  account;  and  the  same 
principle  which  would  justify  the  calling 
3D  of  soldiers  on  any  occasion,  would  jus- 
tifjr  their  appearance  on  tlie  present.  Cer- 
tainly tlie  civil  power  was  to  be  applied  to 
first,  and  then  the  military,  if  necessary ; 
but  that  had  always  been  found  convenient 
«:OD  these  occasions,  for  the  sake  of  promot- 
ing order  and  preserving  tranquillity. 

Lord  Folkestone  was  astonished  to  hear 
that  this  military  parade  was  ^n  established 
usage  in  the  country.  It  was  not  so ;  and 
lie  distinctly  remembered  when  the  mili- 
tary were  not  employed,  except  on  the 
two  birth  days.  Me  remembered  when 
Court  days  were  very  frequent,  yet  his 
te^esty  had  never  employed  military,  but 
Only  a  few  constables.  Now,  ^however, 
tlie  case  was  very  diiferent,  for  the  military 
ii^ere  armed  with  the  full  power*    He  bad 


hoped,  from  what  had  passed  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  session,  that  some  arrange- 
ment on  this  head  would  have  been  made. 
He  was  so  disgusted  with  the  attachment 
of  ministers  to  this  military  parade,  that  he 
always  endeavoured  on  court  days  to  ab- 
stain from  going  where  the  military  was 
substituted  for  the  civil  power.  Yet  this 
day  he  had  seen  soldiers  stationed  at 
Hyde-park-corner,  where  no  doubt,  mi- 
nisters would  say  there  was  great  necessity 
for  them  !  [A  laugh].  An  argument  was 
brought  in  favour  of  this  military  parade 
from  its  convenience,  but  he  protested 
that  this  was  no  palliation.  Military  spec- 
tacles, and  military  guards,  might  do  very 
well  in  military  governments,  where  the 
energies  of  a  people  were  paralyzed  by 
despotism,  but  they  were  hostile  to  the 

fenius  of  theBritish  constitution  [Cheers^, 
n  a  free  government  there  must  be  in- 
conveniencies,  but  these  must  be  submitted 
to,  and  not  be  removed  by  the  unwarranta- 
ble stretch  of  power.  He  was  glad  his  noble 
friend  had  brought  this  matter  before  the 
House ;  he  thought  the  country  were 
much  obliged  to  him  for  so  doing,  and  he 
implored  the  House  to  do  their  duty  on 
this  occasion. 

Mr.  C  Calvert  said,  that  he  and  his 
brother  lived  in  St.  James*s  place,  and 
their  coach-houses  were  in  St.  James's 
street ;  but  such  had  been  the  inconveni- 
ence to  which  they  had  been  subject  on 
occasions  like  that  which  had  been  now 
alluded  to,  that  their  carriages  were  fre- 
quently prevented  from  coming  to  their 
doors,  without  application  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  guards  on  duty; 
and  on  some  occasions  their  families  were 
prevented  altogether  from  reaching  their 
houses,  otherwise  than  by  quitting  their 
carriages  and  going  on  foot.  He  thought 
this  demanded  some  remedy. 

M.r.  Ponsonbt/  observed  that,  as  the  word 
inconvenience,  was  pretty  often  adopted 
by  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  and  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
he  would  shortly  allude  to  it.  He  ^*as 
astonished — he  was  indignant  to  hear  such 
an  unconstitutional  expression  used  by 
any  member  of  the  House,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  made  u^e  of.  He 
had  said  <*  he  thought  the  interference  of 
the  military  was  not  to  be  extended  beyond 
convenience,''  But  who  was  to  judge  of  that 
convenience  ?  Who  was  to  determine  how 
far  it  should  go  and  no  further  ?  Was  it 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  or  his  colleagues  i 
Was  it  to  be  judged  of  by  any  man  in  that 
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Houni.*  Convcnii^nce  wii*  an  admirable 
■raument,  vthh-'n  tlic  risht  hon.  guntlcmnn 
Ond  his  noble  tr'ivnti  and  colicn^uc  icumiHl 
to  hllvG  got.  But  suppose  n  hizhwayiaan 
■bould  meet  the  right  hon.  gtinllcnan,  ant) 
tako  liU  pimc  from  him,  what  a  fine  npo- 
Iflgy  would  it  make  for  the  highwaymnn 
at  tlie  Old  Bnilcy,  were  lie  to  luy,  "  O,  I 
took  ihc  purse  because  it  wan  very  conwo- 
niont  for  me  to  have  it,  and  there  was  not 
athillinginitwliiclitcouldcunvcnientlydo 
witlinut."  ThU  wa* preeiaoly  iho  cnac  w:lh 
(hori5bllion.j{cnlloman— hi*  apology  with 
the  mililary  was  exactly  the  name  with  the 
aplriogy  dI'  the  higliwaymun  Air  taking  the 

{iu»e.  Uiit  itince  iha  eecrctory  for  the 
lomB  deparlincnt  was  now  lo  have  bin  at. 
Unlion  uoitlvidcd — «int»  byjhu  dcdsivn 
of  lut  nij^bt  hi'  was  exclusively  lu  be  con- 
fined to  d'tmuiilc  concerns,  would  not 
^hii  abuic  of  military  power  be  a  very 
proper  Bubj pel  for  hii  notice?  He  d<.'iiied 
tbtt  aoy  pnurer  of  the  natiiru  tliey  had  lately 
utuncd,  H*ii!i  juitiftable  lu  the  military. 
If  tnc  ([overiiuicut  required  aid  lo  keep 
the  peace,  let  ihem  calf  for  peace  officers, 
but  DOl  fur  the  military.  Let  them  re- 
meniber  this  wan  Itriiaiti,  that  thi«  wai  a 
free  country,  ami  not  it  nation  of  slaves. 
He  truali^d  the  right  hen.  genlleoiun  would 
nfieci  on  what  he  had  said.  He  hoped 
tiB  would  put  BH'By  the  argument  of  con- 
Tcnianire.  and  annihilate  that  word  out  of  his 
■vocabulary.  Let  hini  remember  that  coii- 
veuiencu  might  suit  very  well  the  caprice 
of  a  tyrant,  but  wag  mcompatible  with  the 
rights  of  free  born  ISritons.  Our  consti- 
lulioo,  not  our  convenience,  was  the  stan^ 
dsrd  ol'  iluty. 

The  OianceUiir  of  the  Exchequer  restat- 
ed hi*  view,  of  the  subject,  and  admitted' 
that  the  necessity  of  the  cnae  was  the  limit 
which  ought  to  regulate  the  interposition 
of  the  oiilitLiry.  When  riglitly  understood, 
he  was  sure  there  was  no  ditterence  on  the 
point  between  him  and  the  gentlemen  op' 
positc. 

Mr.  li'-oiightm  expressed  his  salisfac- 
tion  at  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord 
oupoeite,  on  the  novelty  of  this  IransaC' 
tion,  and  begged  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  that  which  had  betn  lost 
sight  ofin  ^hcdijtcursion,  namely,  that  what 
was  called  the  necessity  of  the  cnsc,  had 
of  late  betoiDH  more  extensive,  frnm  the 
increase  of  the  occasions  which  called  it 
forth.  Formerly  parades  of  this  kind  took 
place  only  twice  a  year,  do  the  king's  and 
queen's  birth-days.  At  the  commence- 
mettt  of  ttu  presont  leigu,  and  ^deed 
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thirty  or  f.trty  years  ago,  pc 
alone  were  soon  Keeping  otAet  max^ 
cfowd;  but  nniv  not  a  court-diyjr^ 
without  the  employment  of  attnngi 
tary  force  being  atalioned  aa  tbe 
hi(;hway.  Tliis  had  grown 
of  late  years.  lie  remembei 
twelve  years  ago  hair-n-dozcn  f;uir^i 
tlio  top  of  St.  Janacs'»-street  vers  thi  ' 
a  Buliicicnt  mimb«r  to  keep  tlie  wayi 
Tile  times  wurc,  boivevcr,  alteted,! 
diiy  he  could  lianliy  observe  a 
length  of  St.  Jaraes's-slrcci  wilhonti 
dier;  imlcod  the  street  prc*cntH 
thing  like  a  military  spectacle.  L 
rortcntly  giving  it  this  name,  hel 
on  the  ri^ht  point ;  for  thf 
penrance  bad  of  late  prawn 
puie,  and  thougli  Jt  migliL  arise frwi 
ish  vanity  in  a  certain  quarter,  it  ~ 
of  great  importnncc  to  the  pubH 
when,  as  on  that  duy,  hardly  vx 
were  to  be  tk^n,  lltuir  progrcMsfai 
be  iD(erce|>ieil  by  nn  nrmed  force, 
there  WHS  no  more  real  occa»ianfur 
there  was  at  tlto  opera,  tbe  thcslft,  ni 
mansion -houie.  (f,  hovreioi 
general  praeitcu  in  one  quarirr,  it 
would  in  others,  and  tho  evil  waaii' 
become  gcneraL 

Lord  Caattereagh  dwdilwd  An  . 
stated  that  the  practice  wasctf*  xml 
character,  and  he  proiestol  sfttnU '' 
imputalioii  wbich  gentlemen  OTpi'i'^i* 
endeavoured  lo  cast  upon  the gowfuoK 
of  having  a  wish  to  introduce  a  nerd  ^ 
ciple  in  the  internal  alTaira  of  lhei»»B? 
They  had  no  sueh  intention.  The«» 
duction  of  soldiers,  be  repeated,  bt*. 
necessary,  for  the  convenience  wbidt* 
essential  on  da^s  of  this  kind.  TTie*; 
of  this  precaution  was  well  kDoimW(i»; 
ttemen  opposite ';  but  it  was  apsrtofite 
system  to  build  on  a  trifle  a  gresi  «* 
tutional  point,  and  to  create  ibetiiT 
false  impression  in  the  mind  of  U»eow"5 
The  people  would,  he  trusted, fee ilinv 
this  flimsy  attempt,  and  feel  tbHtlcp"' 
ersofihe  consiiiutioo  wer«  to>B*>Sl 
be  shaken  by  any  occurrence  of  this » 
ture — too  strong,  indeed,  for  any  ' '" 
who  might  attempt  any  measure 
tent  with  its  principles. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  greil  * 
jectiou  to  this  sort  of  parade  waf,  tlaL* 
the  first  place,  it  put  aoldiera  in  thef^l 
of  peace  officers,  and  exposed  ihep*'' 
to  the  indiscreet  control  of  military  p«fl 
and,  in  the  secoad,  it  subjected  the  (J*»' 
to  a  very  awkvard  predicamenL    ^\ 
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suppose  when  a  dragoon  is  stationed  in 
St.  JamesVstreet  or  Pail-Mall,  with  orders 
to  allow  no  carriage  to  pass  except  in  a 
particular  dircctioDy  that  he  should  meet 
with  a  refractory  individual,  either  in  the 
person  of  a  coachman  or  his  master,  the 
officer  might  not  be  on  the  spot  time 
enough  to  interfere,  and  the  soldier  would 
expose  himself  perhaps  to  a  breach  of  mi- 
litary discipline  if  he  allowed  the  party  to 
pass,  or  to  the  arm  of  civil  law  if  he  at- 
tempted to  prevent  him.  Tlie  recurrence 
of  such  accidents  ought  to  be  prevented. 

Mr.  ISennet  wished  to  set  the  noble  lord 
risht  as  to  the  point  of  practice  connected 
with  this  matter.  In  early  life  he  held  a 
commission  in  the  guards,  and,  from  his 
own  experience,  could  affirm  that,  except 
on  birth-days,  no  such  parade  was  seen— 
it  never  was  exhibited  on  drawing-room 
occasions.  When  the  King  came  down 
to  parliament,  or  went  to  the  theatre,  a 
few  soldiers  formed  his  escort,  but  nothing 
more.  Until  lately,  none  appeared  at 
Carlton-house,  whore  now  a  column  of 
troops  was  stationed  on  every  levee-day. 
He  denied  tliat  there  was  any  disposition 
.at  that  side  of  the  House  to  magnify  an 
occurrence  of  this  nature  ;  in  fact  it  could 
not  be  exaggerated  ;  the  «bare  statement 
of  the  matter  was  quite  sufficient  to  show 
its  importance.  Ihe  moderation  of  his 
noble  friend  (lord Milton)  prevented  mat- 
ters from  being  carried  to  an  extremity. 
It  could  not  be  tolerated  that 'two  English 
gentlemen  should  be  threatened  by  a 
soldier's  sword  for  merely  passing  on  the 
king's  highway. 

Lord  Castlereagh  denied  that  this  sort 
of  military  parade  was  observable  on 
every  levee-day,  and  stated,  that  a  greater 
colouring  had  been  given  to  the  present 
circumstance  than  the  statement  of  the 
noble  lord,  who  was  the  subject  of  it,  war- 
ranted. 

Mr.  Dennet  said,  he  had  seen  the  mili- 
tary force  to  which  he  alluded  on  late 
levee-days,  at  Carlton-house. 

Lord  Milton  attached  no  blame  to  the 
Boldier,  but  to  the  system  under  which  he 
acted. 


Lord  Nugent  asked  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite, whether  it  was  not  important  for 
the  people  of  England  to  know  at  what 
period,  and  under  what  circumstances, 
they  were  to  be  stopped  on  the  king's 
highway  ?  It  was  necessary  both  for  the 
soldier  and  the  public  that  this  question 
should  be  settled.  For  this  purpose,  he 
begged  leave  to .  more,  **  That  ituxe  he 


laid  before  this  House,  a  copy  of  the  in- 
structions issued  to  such  of  the  life-guards 
as  were  on  duty  this  day,  in  the  city  of 
Westminster." 

Lord  Milton  seconded  the  motion. 

Lord  Castlereagh  opposed  the  motion, 
on  the  ground  that  enough  had  been  done 
to  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  to  prevent 
a  recuJrrence  of  the  inconvenience  that 
had  been  the  subject  of  complaint. 

Mr.  JVi^nn  said,  that  this  was  not  the 
first  notice  the  ministers  had  had  of  this 
sort  of  proceeding.  He  had  himself,  early 
in  the  session,  adverted  to  it,  and  a  noble 
friend  of  his  (lord  Folkestone)  had  also 
drawn  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it. 
Both  were,  however,  disregarded ;  it  was 
time,  then,  to  call  for  investigation.  This 
matter  was,  it  seems,  to  be  limited  by  the 
rules  of  necessity  and  convenience ;  but 
who  were  to  be  the  judges  of  this  ?-»the 
soldiers.  And,  he  would  ask,  had  not 
every  other  person,  whose  avocations 
called  them  out,  the  same  right  to  have 
their  convenience  attended  to  [Hear, 
hear  !]  ?  The  noble  lord  said,  that  too 
high  a  colouring  had  been  given  to  this 
subject;  but  he  would  ask  him,  if  his 
noble  friend  (lord  Milton)  would  not  have 
been  legally  justified  in  putting  to  death 
any  man  who,  sword  in  hand,  interrupted 
his  passage  in  the  public  streets  ?  Let  the 
House  look  at  the  dangers  arising  out  of 
an  occurrence  of  this  kind.  If  the  soldier 
enforces  his  orders  and  spills  blood,  in 
such  aA  event  the  civil  law  will  redeem 
his  responsibility  with  his  life ;  and  if  he 
disobeys  his  instructions,  the  military  law 
will  exact  from  him  the  same  responsi- 
bility. This,  then,  was  surely  an  important 
consideration,  and  one  which  had  in  vain 
been  incidentally  brought  before  ministers. 
Besides,  there  was  another  view  of  the 
subject,  and  one  for  which  their  journals 
would  furnish  many  precedents — he  al- 
luded to  the  breach  of  privilege  on  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  that  it  involved.  For  it 
certainly  was  an  assault  upon  a  member, 
whether  he  was  coming  down  to  the 
House  or  not. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  it  was  quite  unneces- 
sary to  give  such  solemn  importance  to  a 
subject  of  this  kind.  On  the  points  of 
privilege,  which,  it  was  said,  their  journals 
recorded,  he  trusted,  it  could  not  be  the 
intention  of  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
to  revive  those  as  they  formerly  existed. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  fairly  stated,  that 
the  party  o£Pending  was  amenable  to  the 
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Ui^;  <nd  he,  ot  Oic  sitme  ttiue,  ratber  ia- 
cnutistently  ulced,  vtho  were  lo  be  the 

i'udgea  on  occoaiuns  of  this  kintl !  Wliy, 
le  would  answer,  the  law  [Cries  of  Hear, 
hear!]— which  would  take  cognizance  of 
the  ^ct,  Tbii  ceremony  of  preserving 
order  and  decorum,  was  usual  on  the 
birth-days,  but  the  House  knew  that  eince 
the  lamented  illness  of  the  King,  which 
prevented  their  regular  celebration,  draw- 
ing-rooras,  in  point  of  form,  supplied  their 
place,  BO  far  at  to  require  the  same  mili- 
tary regulation!.  If  those  regulations  had 
been  in  any  particular  case  exceeded, 
enough  hoii  been  said  to  originate  that 
tort  of  inquiry  which  would  doubtless  re- 
move  the  obstruclion.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  noble  lord  would  feci  that  there 
waa  no  nece&sity  for  preuiog  his  molioa. 
The  House  divided;^ 

For  the  JMotion   31 

Against  it 48 


Majority  . 
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Clehk  ov  the  Pleas  is  Ibeland.] 
Mr-  Abercrambie  wished  to  renew  a  quea- 
^an  which  he  had  some  time  ago  put  to  a 

X'  t  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  as  to  the 
e  in  Ireluitd  held  by  the  late  earl  of 
fiuckinghamihire.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  commistiooera  appointed  for 
the  purpose  had  commenced  their  in. 
quiries,  and  whether  any  practical  .^teps 
had  yet  been  taken  with  respect  to  the 
ofScein  question. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  aome  time  had 
elapsed  since  the  commissioners  had  been 
employed  in  examining  into  the  nature  of 
the  diifcrent  ofHces  connected  with  the 
courta  of  law  in  Ireland ;  and  that  he 
derslood  their  report  had  been  transmitted 
by  a  person  who  was  now  on  his  way  to 
this  country.  It  would  be  laid  before  the 
House  as  soon  as  it  was  received. 

Mr.  Letlie  Foster  aaid,  that  the  com- 
inissioners  had  found  it  necessary  lo  take 
an  extended  view  of  the  footing  on  which 
the  offices  connecled  with  the  courts  of 
juttice  in  Ireland  stood.  It  would  not 
Burprisethe  House  that  this  inquiry  bad 
occupied  mucli  time,  when  it  was  recol* 
lectea  that  commissioners  bad  been  no  less 
than  seven  years  engaged  in  the  investi- 
gation of  the  fees  taken  in  the  Enghsh 
court  of  chancery.  The  commissioners 
liad  found  that  the  inquiries  connected 
with  the  court  of  chancery  in  Ireland  had 
occupied  much  of  their  time,  and  they 
were  engaged  ia  this  branch  of  theii  duty 


Slate  of  Ireland.  ^ 

when  they  recuivcil  a  notice  fiomlutrif 
hon.  friend  ( Mr.  Feel )  that  it  ira>  nfi 
that  they  should  immcdiuely  prwnli 
make  those  inquiries  connected  wiii  J 
court  ofConinion  Pleas.      .AssoogmJ 
notico  was  received,  tliey  immedisicii  J 
ceeded  to  comply  with  tu  directionti 
ibject  was  so  complicated,  that  il 
:cupied  their  lime  entirely,  till  aid 
few  days.    Serious  doubts  had  bosa 
laincd  by  some  of  the  commiasioneni 
tlic  propriety  of  tran8inittiu|{  tlie  r^ 
~nc  branch  of  the    ioquiriea  ltd«t 
hole  were  finished  ;    tliii  bowtral 
been  over-ruled,   und   llie  report  ta: 
office  referred  to  by  tlte  hon.  sod  In 
gentleman  was  uow    on    iu  way  tt  I 
country. 

Mr.  Abercrornhie  aaid,  that  his 
referred  to  two  points,  one  of  irhui 
been  only  answered  -,   the  other  «>^i 
tlier  anypractical  measure  hadbeear™ 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  offin 
or  any  proceeding  instituted  for  iha| 

Mr.  Pttl  said,  it  iras  impottiblc  U 
so  until  the  inquiry  waa  coocliulcd.  ' 
begged  at  the  aame  time  to  itate,  t)d 
by  no  means  acqijteaccd  tn  ibe  dsii 
the  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer;  Itf  i 
no  reason  whatever  to  sanctiM  )»a  rA 
and  he  felt  persuaded  that  tie  Iwa.  wj 
learned  gentleman  oppontt,  vhen  W 
heard  the  result,  would  have  no  itiiOD'-i 
complain. 

Mr.  Panaonhy  hoped  ibe  ioauirj  of  ii» 
commissioners  extended  to  the  cfioei 
deputy  as  well  as  principal. 

Mr.  Ledie  FoHer  satd,  that  the  cv 
missioners  extracted  much  of  tbsT  * 
formation  from  the  cross- ex aminalitt) 
the  officers  themselves.  WhendMi^ 
non,  gentleman  bow  the  cross-eKamis** 
of  the  deputy,  which  waa  cootiaoeil' 
twenty  days,  he  would  see  tbst  n«M 
had  been  left  undone.  Tliere  ms  s  » 
ciety  of  attornics  in  Dublin,  e^  !■ 
clerks,  who  voluntarily  came  fofsnl.-ti' 
gave  much  important  inforoiadaa ;  t^ 
mdeed  co-operated  on  the  best  on^ 
standing  with  the  commiasiooen. 

Mr.  Ponsonbif  said,  he  waigladtoi* 
they  had  done  so. 


State  of  InELASD.;]  Sir  Joii-V* 
port  observed,  that  having  given  rnHW' 
his  intention  this  day  to  submit  la  ■• 
House  a  motion  respecting  the  Sou' 
Ireland,  he  had  flattered  himself  tbaib^ 
ever  unworthy  and  iacspabls  ^  \bt^ 


Siaie  qflreland* 

i  be,  yet  that  the  magnitude  of 
3Ct  would  have  insured  a  full  at- 
3  in  the  House  {Hear,  hear  !]•  He 

strongly  the  importance  of  the 
,  involving,  as  it  did,  the  tran- 
ind  welfare  of  so  large  a  part  of 
ish  empire,  to  venture  to  agitate  it 
ise  so  tliin  as  that  which  he  was 
ig.  With  every  respect,  there* 
those  who  had  clone  him  the  ho- 

attend  on  the  occasion,  he  felt 
should  not  discharge  his  duty  to 
itry,  if  he  did  not  postpone  his 
until  the  21th,  when  he  did  hope 
I.  gentlemen,  whatever  might  be 
nion  of  the  incompetence  of  the 
rho  was  to  address  them,  would  at 
ik  proper  to  be  present  at  the  dis- 
of  a  subject  of  such  paramount 
ice  [Hear,  hear!]. 
.  Cotilthurst  approved  of  the  right 
ronet*8   determination,    and    ex- 1 
his  hope  that  there  would  be  a  ; 
tendance  when  the  subject  was 
forward. 

rerton  Brydges  agreed  in  the  opi- 
it  a  full  attendance  was  necessary, 
ishcd  the  question  should  stand 
re  distant  period  than  the  1^4th, 
t  time  some  gentlemen  might  be 
m  by  the  county  sessions. 
ihn  Netvport  regretted,  that  he 
)t  comply  with  this  suggestion; 
made  any  alteration  in  the  period 
90stponement,  he  might  be  de- 
^  the  valuable  assistance  of  some 
nds  of  his  who  meant  to  take  a 
be  discussion. 

'««/  participated  in  the  surprise 
et  of  the  right  hon.  baronet,  on 
ifBcient   attendance    which    this 

seemed  to  have  procured.  He 
I,  that  whatever  views  gentlemen 
,ke  of  this  subject,  they  had  not 
it  necessary  to  mark  by  their  at- 

thcir  opinion  of  the  paramount 
ce  of  the  discussion.    Whatever 

the  issue  of  the  debate,  no  doubt 
od  would  flow  from  the  exercise 
ollective  wisdom  of  the  House, 
.  the  diffusion  of  that  information 
embers  who  were  acquainted  of 
rcumstances  could  bring,  and 
ould  be  well  calculated  to  pre- 
House  for  the  general  discussion 
ate  of  that  country. 
lunkett  concurred  in  the  opinion 
ight  hon.  gentleman  who  had  last 
as  to  the  paramount  importance 
ubject.    He  with  him  lamented 
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the  thin  state  of  the  House,  but  he  would 
be  sorry  to  couceive  that  this  absence  was 
caused  by  any  indisposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Bnglish  members,  to  attend  to  the 
af&irs  of  Ireland.  If  such  an  impression 
went  abroad,  he  was  sure  it  would  be  most 
unfounded ;  for,  from  bis  own  experience, 
he  was  free  to  confess,  that  the  affairs  of 
Ireland  had  always  obtaitked  in  that  House 
a  fair  and  undivided  discussion.  He  was 
unable  to  say  what  had  caused  the  present 
thin  attendance,  but  he  sincerely  hoped  it 
would  not  be  found  to  recur  on  the  24>th 
instant,  when  his  right  hon.  friend,  to 
whom  Ireland  stood  so  much  indebted  for 
his  generous  services,  would  renew  the 
topic — a  topic  connected  with  the  well- 
being  of  his  country,  and  also  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  whole  empire.  One 
great  advantage  had  arisen  from  discus- 
sion on  this  subject— the  state  of  his  un- 
happy country  (for  unhappy  he  must  call 
it ! ;  had  of  late  elicited  attention ;  and  he 
conjured  his  majesty's  ministers  to  turn 
theur  attention  towards  it.  It  was  a  sub- 
ject that  ought  to  recur  to  them  daily- 
nay,  hourly.  They  were  alone  competent 
to  make  the  measure  fully  and  immediately 
effective,  and  every  moment  they  delayed 
this  inquiry,  was  fatal  not  only  to  the 
dearest  interests  of  Ireland,  but  to  the 

fcneral  benefit  of  the  empire.  He  well 
new  that  no  single  measure  could  repair 
the  evil,  or  cure  the  radical  vices  of  the 
system  under  which  Ireland  had  been  so 
long  governed ;  but  he  also  knew  that  go- 
vernment was  the  only  party  from  whom 
a  prompt  and  efficacious  remedy  could, 
with  ally  certainty  of  success,  be  promptly 
applied. 

Lord  Castlereavh  concurred  in  the  pro* 
priety  of  postponing  this  discussion,  and 
he  assurea  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman who  b&d  last  spoken,  that  the  pre- 
sent government  were  not  indifferent  to 
the  necessity  of  considering  this  most  im- 
portant of  ail  subjects  which  could  conic 
under  its  observation;  and  he  sincerely 
hoped,  that  when  the  debate  took  placr, 
it  would  not  only  be  marked  by  a  full  at- 
tendance, but  by  their  full  and  undivided 
attention;  persuaded  as  he  was,  that  a 
calm  and  steady  temper  was  essential  for 
the  consideration  of  a  question  of  the  ut- 
moat  complication,  and  of  the  greatest 
importance.  It  was  impossible  to  expect 
that  the  consideration  of  a  subject  so  ex- 
tensive could  be  closed  in  one  year;  but 
it  behoved  the  House  to  watcii  over  the 
rising  greatne^  of  Ireland,  and  to  discover 
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the  best  remedy  Tor  lliofe  evil*  by  which 
il  hiul  lo  Iouk  been  reprewcU.  Free  as 
tho  inve»ligati(ii>  wmilil,  lu  he  trusted,  be, 
from  the  siiirit  of  party,  anil  unbiased  by 
any  considerations  but  the  public  good, 
be  conicRsed  that  he  shouhl  look  to  tbr 
rccult  irith  the  greatest  coiillduucti  and 
cxueclatioTi. 

Mr.  Priitie  agreed  entirely  with  what 
had  been  said  by  those  hon.  members  nho 
had  preceded  him.  He  only  hoped  the 
rif(ht  lioD.  baronet  would  move  for  a  call 
of  the  HouEe  tor  ihc  Jay  to  wliioh  ho  had 
postponed  his  moiion.  Hi>  assured  the 
House,  lliat  it  bad  been  with  the  grealeit 
stnigj;le  with  his  own  fcelingi  lliat  he  hud 
abtlAined,  from  the  cimimenccnient  of  the 

5 resent  aesiion,  to  bring  under  the  conu- 
eratioQ  of  ihc  Mouse  ibc  misconduct  of 
a  certain  magistrate  in  Iruland,  tliinkinK 
that  the  mott  proper  opportunity  would 
be  when  the  ttaie  of  la'laud  should  come 
under  consideration.  It  was  a  case  of  the 
greatest  injusiico  and  (ipprcmion  to  the 
iodividuftU  concerned,  nod  which  he  had 
intended  to  bring  forward  under  the  form 
of  ft  revision  of  the  magistracy.  He 
wished  to  atk  a  question  of  ibe  right  boi^. 
Kcretsrv  fijr  Ireland,  namely,  whether 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  had  given 
any  answer  to  tlie  memorial  of  the  Messrs. 
£gan,  of  Roscreo,  a  copy  of  which  be  had 
in  his  pocket,  and  meant  to  have  pro- 
duced, had  the  expected  debate  gone  on. 

Mr.  Ped  replied,  that  an  answer  had 
been  given  lo  the  memorial,  the  particu- 
lars of  which  he  would  refrain  from  ad- 
verting to,  as  they  could  only  lead  to  a 
premature  discussion.  The  matter  stood 
over  for  the  decision  of  a  judicial  tribunal, 
the  result  of  which  it  would  be  improper 
to  BDticipate. 

Mr.  Ponsonbif  observed,  that  on  the 
last  occasion,  when  the  affairs  of  Ireland 
were  under  cansiderntion  in  that  House, 
the  noble  lord  ogipo-iiie  had  obtained  u 
calm  and  dispassionate  hearing  QHcar, 
hear,  from  lord  Ciistlereagh] — unmixed 
with  any  considerations  of  party  politics. 
He  was  glad  the  nohlo  lord  eeemed  to  feel 
that  he  had  been  so  received  on  that  oc- 
casion, and  he  could,  he  thought,  promise 
him  a  similar  recc|iti<jik  on  a  futtire  occa- 
■ion.  The  right  hon.  secretary  opposite 
had  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  this  posl- 
ponemeut,  inasmuch  as  it  was  calculated 
to  bring  forward  the  sentiments  of  those 
who  were  locally  connected  with  the  state 
of  Ireland.  Now  he  meant  no  disrespect 
to  his  cDUDtrymenj  wlien  he  staled^  that 


witli  the  moat  earnest  wuh  Uraiii 
tendance  uf  lrii*h  members,  he  m< 
mnre  unxiuus  fnr  a  full  atteiuiua 
English  unesj  bccituse  on  their  a| 
and  more  impartinl  judjxmcnii  oaii 
ject  of  lliis  kind,  he  was  inclined  lo|l 
the  mo»t  implicit  rclianco.  It  (oigbli 
[iL-ur  invidious  for  him  to  •late  the  n^ 
uf  tikis  opinion  ;  hut  if  the  Houmi^ 
look  back  to  the  hiitiiry  uf  Irelai^ij 
the  nature  and  tranaactioiu  of  itt);<^ 
mciit  and,  abu^e  all,  to  tlie  luaDoer  Idii 
political  power  was  tUflributcd  tberc,! 
would  at  once  sec  tlic  narrow  btimu 
separated  cooHicting  interests  (  ind| 
own  reflexions  would  sliow  tuii 
sroundN  to  preter,  in  a  (liscuuiira  ^1 
Eind,  the  opinion  and  co^operotiui  if 
who  had  happily  set-n  the  priiicipkiN 
Britikh  constitution  in  more  aclire  ai 
lion  than  they  ever  had  bcca  in  In 
and  who  were,  tlierefare,  belter  eiuH 
consider  the  value  of  its  lilcMiitei 
this  reason  he  oioat  fervently  \ivfii 
the  motion  of  lits  right  hon,  friuHl  f 
receive  the  full  attvntion  of  ihcfa 
members  of  tlie  empire. 

Mr.  Plutdctt  begged  to  Etatc^  lU 
speaking  uf  the  rautcil  «ipe*  ol  ^l 
government,  he  did  not  nnwtoafti 
imputation  on  any  patttcobr  stfinual 
tion — his  intention  aterelr  «a»  lo  (W 
that  the  syiitetn  on  whtcliaitE<)'*^'^ 
i  aclctl,  wiiE  radically  crroncom.  ai^'^ii" 
1  the  source  of  the  evil  could  nullwiti^ 
'  without  retracing  the  itt-pt  »li;d  h 
!  been  trodden,  and  adopting  s  Dr<  ■ 
dilFerent  policy  towards  that  ciun!"'  j 
Lord  Caiilereagh  repealed  Iii>  M 
that  a  question  of  such  deej'  )r-t«] 
would  be  met  with  a  tem[>eral(r  JaJ  A 
passionate  discussion.  J 

Doctor  Duif^enan  declared,  liiji  r 
former  administration  was  the  csU'^  ■'j 
'  evils  under  which  Ireland  lubouteii-  j 
'  present  ad rtunist ration,  on  the  a^^iA 
■  was  anxious-  to  conciliate  all  euua,  <j 
,  to   procure  the    general    wclws  m  'I 

Mr.  Veseu  Fitzgerald  said,  !*«''] 
curring  as  he  did  with  the  ri^lb»j] 
ronet  in  the  propriety  of  poctpoHjl 
motioD,  he  felt  no  wish  to  pTokioill 
present  conversation,  tbongh  he  "^ 
from  thinking  that  it  would  be  m^ 
The  spirit  which  had  been  msoif^l^ 
both  sides  of  the  House,  and  ilieinf' 
ance  which  every  jierson  who  had  sj^ 
had  justly  attached  to  this  subjcA^ 
he  was  cunviacedf  s^ure  a  XtUtaUoM 
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upon  its  discussion.    He  rose  principally 
for  the  purpose  of  observing,  that  if  the 
right  boo.  baronet  did  not  think  that  the 
present  conversation,  and  the  regret  which 
every  member  liad  expressed  at  the  neces- 
sity of  postponing  the  motion,  Would  not 
have  the  efiect  of  securing  such  an  atten- 
dance as  was  due  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  it  might  be  proper  to  enforce  it 
by  a  call  of  the  House;    But  after  what 
had  passed,  gentlemen  would  feel  them- 
selves that  day  (he  was  almost  going  to 
•ay)  ashamed  of  not  attending  in  their 
plaees  on  the  discussion  of  such  a  sub- 
ject :  he  was  convinced  that  the  present 
thin    attendance    was   not   to   be   attri- 
buted to  the  indifference  which  gentlemen 
felt  upon  the  question,  but  to  the  circum- 
stance o^  the  House  being  exhausted  by 
so  many  long  and  arduous  debates.    With 
respect  to  the  wish^  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  in 
which  he  entirely  concurred,  that  there 
should  be  a  full  attendance  of  British  as 
well  as  of  Irish  representatives  upon  this 
question,  he  wishea  to  suggest  to  the  right 
hon.  baronet,    that  some  inconvenience 
would  result  from  the  day  he  had  named, 
Stt  many  English  members  would  then  be 
necessarily  engaged  attending  the  quarter 
sessions.     The  right  hon.  baronet  would, 
bowever,  have  an  opportunity  of  altering 
the  day  afterwards  if  he  found  it  expe- 
dient.    The  explanation  given  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  ( Mr.  Plunkott ) 
namely,  that  when  he  spoke  of  *^  the  radi- 
cal vices  of  the  Irish  government,''  he  was 
not  ascribing  them  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration, rendered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to 
say  a  word  upon  the  subject :   if,  indeed, 
the  right  hon.  and   learned    gentleman 
had  not  risen  before  him,  he  meant  to  have 
recalled  his  attention  to  that  expression, 
being  sure  that  his  explanation  would  be 
perfectly  satisfactory. 

Sir  «/.  Newport^  m  consequence  of  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
proposed  that  the  House  should  be  called 
over  on  the  26th  instant. 

Mr.  SJiaxtt  Lefevre  wished  that  the  29th 
should  be  substituted. 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  observed,  that  there 
could  be  but  one  feelioff  on  the  necessity 
of  giving  an  early  and  dispassionate  con- 
sideratiou  to  the  state  of  Ireland;  and 
such,  he  was  confident,  was  the  general 
sentiment  of  every  member  of  the  House. 
He  lamented,  as  much  as  any  one,  the 
thin  attendance ;  but  reminded,  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  that  when  his  hon.  firiend. 

(  VOL.  XXXIII. ) 
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the  member  for  Essex,  first  brought  for- 
ward the  agricultural  question,  there  was 
not  so  full  an  attendance  of  members  by 
half  as  there  were  now  present. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  he  must  have 
been  very  much  misunderstood  if  it  was 
supposed  he  meant  to  impute  any  blame 
to  gentlemen  for  not  being  present.  He 
was  aware  that  the  House  was  wearied  out 
by  continued  attendance,  but  he  did  not 
think  it  consistent  witit  his  public  duty  to 
bring  forward  a  question  so  important  in 
such  a  House. 

The  House  was  ordered  to  be  called 
over  on  the  2Gth  instant. 

War  DuTiivS  on  Malt.3  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  *<to  consider  of  so  much 
of  the  Acts  for  granting  certain  duties  of 
excise  during  the  war,  as  relates  to  malt,'* 
the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  moved, 
*'  That  there  be  allowed  for  all  dry  unground 
malt  which  shall  be  produced  to  the  officer 
of  excise  by  any  maltster  or  maker  of 
malt  for  sale,  seller  or  retailer  of  malt, 
common  brewer,  distiller,  victualler,  or 
vinegar  maker,  between  the  1st  day  of 
July  1816,  and  the  7th  day  of  July  1816, 
and  for  which  the  duties  payable  by  law 
have  been  charged  or  paid,  for  every 
bushel  made  in  England  from  barley,  or 
other  com  or  grain,  the  sum  of  two 
shillings,  and  on  every  bushel  made  in 
Scotland  from  barley,  or  any  other  corn 
or  grain,  except  beer  or  bigg,  the  sum  of 
two  shillings,  and  on  every  bushel  made 
in  Scotland  from  beer  or  bigg  only,  the 
sum  of  one  shilling  and  four  ponce." 

Mr.  Cunven  recommended  that  the 
duty  should  cease  instantly,  instead  of 
being  continued  until  the  5th  of  July. 
The  100,000/.  of  revenue  whicii  would  be 
sacrificed  by  such  a  measure,  was  a  trifle, 
compared  with  the  benefits  which  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  would  derive 
from  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  the  information  which  he  had  received, 
convinced  him  that  a  compliance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  lion,  gentleman 
would  involve  a  much  greater  sacrifice  of 
revenue  than  the  hon.  gentleman  imagined; 
and  that  instead  of  100,000/.  no  less  a  sum 
than  7  or  800,000/.  would  be  lost  by  it. 

Sir  «/.  Newport  feared,  that  from  the 
difference  in  the  system  of  the  excise 
between  the  two  countries,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  extend  to  the  brewers  of 
Ireland  the  same  advantages  as  uerc  in- 

(3P) 


917]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

tended  for  those  of  England.  He  lamented 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for 
Ireland  was  not  then  in  his  place,  to  give 
some  information  respecting  that  point. 

Mr.  Curwen  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
stated  to  the  public  what  advantage  they 
might  expect  to  derive  from  the  present 
sacrifice  of  the  revenue.  Whatever  was 
the  price  of  barley  or  malt,  the  public  did 
not  seem*  to  gain  horn  its  reduction. 

Mr.  }Vs  Smith  replied,  that  it  was  im- 
possiUe  for  his  majesty's  ministers,  or  for 
any  tradesmen,  to  state  exactly  the  amount 
of  the  reduction  that  would  take  place  on 
beer,  in  consequence  of  the  remission  of 
the  malt  duties.  He,  however,  understood 
from  some  of  the  London  brewers,  that 
they  intended  to  reduce  immediately  the 
price  of  their  beer.  There  were  two  things 
that  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the 
beer — quality  and  price.  The  quahty  had 
been  considerably  improved  of  late ;  and 
that  was  much  better  for  the  public,  than 
if  the  price  had  been  reduced,  without  any 
improvement  in  the  article. 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  contended,  that  it 
was  useless  to  repeal  a  duty,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  revenue,  unless  the  con- 
sumer was  to  reap  the  advantage  of  it. 
The  public  had  a  right  to  expect  that 
porter  would  be  reduced  in  price  a  penny 
ii  pot, 

Mr.  Brand  understood  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  porter  brewers  to  lower 
the  price  of  porter  as  soon  as  the  duty 
should  be  entirely  taken  off.  If  an  imme- 
diate reduction  were  to  take  place,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  allow  them  a  draw- 
back on  the  immense  stock  of  malt  which 
they  had  in  hand. 

IVIr.  Cnrtocn  thought  no  brewer  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  sell  beer  or  ale  under  a 
certain  degree  of  strength ;  and  therefore, 
in  case  any  alteration  was  made,  it  ought 
always  to  be  in  the  price  and  not  in  the  qua- 
lity. He  believed  the  profits  lately  made 
in  the  trade  were  greater  than  they  ought 
conscientiously  to  have  been. 

me 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqtier  said, 
that  no  drawback  was  intended  to  be 
allowed  on  stock  in  hand,  but  it  would  be 
allowed  on  beer  brewed  between  this  and 
the  5th  of  July. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  said,  tlmt  according  to 
the  best  informed  porter  brewers,  the  pro- 
posed diminution  in  the  malt  duty  would 
x\oi  make  to  them  a  halfpenny  a  pot  differ, 
ence.  The  nearest  fraction  was  four-fifths 
of  a  halfpenny.  It  would  therefore  be 
very  injurious  to  them  to  have  it  go  abroad 


War  Duties  on  Mali. 


[949 


that  the  difference  amounted  to  a  penny* 
He  was  not  sure  himself,  that  the  fint 
calculation  was  perfectly  correct,  but  be 
was  sure  the  calculation  of  his  hon.  friend 
was  wrong.  As  to  what  had  been  said  of 
the  strength  of  ale  and  porter,  he  hoped 
his  hon.  friend  would  point  out  what  means 
there  were  of  ascertaining  such  strength, 
for  he  knew  of  none. 

Mr.  Curtven  did  not  think  there  coidd 
be  so  much  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the 
quality  and  strength  of  porter  and  ale  as 
his  hon.  friend  seemed  to  imagine.  He 
had  calculated  himself  the  duty  to  be  taken 
off  at  three  farthings,  though  he  might  be 
wrong.  What  was  the  price  before  the 
imposition  of  the  war  duty  ?  That  duty 
produced  an  enhancement  in  the  price  of 
one  penny. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
in  1802  a  duty  was  imposed  on  malt,  ftc. 
calculated  to  increase  the  price  to  the 
public  one  halfpenny  per  pot.  In  the  sub- 
sequent year,  after  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  the  duty  which  was  now  about  to 
expire,  and  which  was  laid  entirely  on 
malt,  was  likewise  calculated  to  enhance 
the  price  one  halfpenny. 

Mr.  r.  Fitzgerald,  in  allusion  to  what 
had  fallen  from  sir  John  Newport  respect- 
ing the  remission  of  the  malt  duties  in 
Ireland,  stated,  that  he  intended  in  a  few 
days  to  introduce  a  measure  for  regulating 
that  subject. 

The  Kesolution  was  then  agreed  to. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  next 
moved,  **  That  there  be  allowed  to  every 
common  brewer  the  additional  duties  of 
excise  upon  malt  charged  by  an  act  of 
the  43d  year  of  his  present  majesty,  upon 
all  malt  used  and  consumed  after  the  8th 
day  of  April  1816,  and  before  the  5th  day 
of  July  1816,  in  the  making  or  brewing  of 
beer,  not  exceeding  the  proportions  fol- 
lowing, for  every  four  barrels  of  porter 
which  shall  be  charged  with  duty  as  strong 
beer  in  England,  the  sum  of  sixteen  shil- 
lings,  for  every  three  barrels  of  ale  the 
sum  of  sixteen  shillings,  for  every  four 
barrels  of  porter  brewed  in  Scotland  from 
malt  made  from  barley,  or  any  other  com 
or  grain,  except  beer  or  bigg,  the  sum  of 
sixteen  shillings,  for  every  four  barrels  of 
porter  brewed  in  Scotland  from  malt  made 
from  beer  or  bigg  only  the  sum  of  ten 
shillings  and  eishtpence,  for  every  three 
barrels  of  ale  brewed  in  Scotland  from 
malt  made  from  barley,  or  any  other  com 
or  grain,  except  beer  or  bigg,  the  sum  of 
sixteen  shillings,  and  for  every  three  bar- 
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rels  of  ale  brewed  In  Scotland  from  malt  | 
made  from  beer  or  bigg  only  the  sum  of 
ten  shillings  and  eightpence.'' — Agreed  to. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday^  April  5« 

RussiAK  Loan  in  Holland.]  Lord 
King  asked  what  further  proceedings  it 
was  intended  to  adopt  with  regard  to  the 
treaty  between  this  country,  Russia,  and 
the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  in  order  to 
carry  into  effect  the  stipulation  for  sad- 
dling this  country  with  the  payment  of 
the  sum  of  2,000,000/.  on  account  of 
Russia  ?  Amidst  the  profusion  which  not 
long  since  prevailed,  this  sum  of  2,000,000/. 
seemed  to  have  been  considered  a  trifle ; 
upon  the  same  principle,  he  supposed,  as 
it  had  been  said  that  2,000,000/.  more  or 
2,000,000/.  less  was  of  no  consequence 
with  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  loan. 
The  treaty  itself  was  curiously  worded,  as 
it  professed  to  make  a  grateful  return  to 
this  country  for  our  exertions  in  securing 
the  king  of  the  Netherlands  upon  his 
throne ;  and  this  grateful  return  consisted 
in  burthening  us  with  the  payment  of 
2,000,000/.  He  did  not  know  that  this 
transaction  had  specifically  received  the 
approbation  of  parliament,  but  he  sup- 
posed that  there  would  be  a  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  stipulation  upon 
this  subject  into  effect ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  he  was  desirous  of  moving  for  an 
occount  of  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
of  the  loan  of  25,000,000/.  of  Dutch 
florins,  which  was  to  be  paid  by  this  coun- 
try, according  to  the  stipulations  of  tlie 
above-mentioned  treaty. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  was  not 
aware  that  such  an  account  had  not  been 
already  laid  upon  the  table,  but  certainly 
he  had  no  objection  to  its  production. 
With  respect  to  the  transaction  itself,  the 
engagement  had  been  communicated  to 
parliament  during  the  last  session,  and  the 
policy  of  it  distinctly  explained ;  nor  had 
any  objection  been  made  to  it  either  then 
or  during  the  present  session.  With  re- 
spect to  the  particular  mode  of  carrying 
the  transaction  into  effect,  he  was  not 
aware  at  present  what  course  would  be 
adopted ;  but  certainly  the  money  would 
be  voted  by  parliament  in  some  way  or 
other. 

Lord  King  observed,  that  the  interest 
only  became  due  on  the  5th  of  January, 
in  the  present  year,  and  therefore  no  ac- 
count could  have  been  presented  last  ses- 


sion. With  respect  to  the  proceeding  to 
be  adopted,  he  still  wished  for  farther  ex« 
planation. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  admitted  what 
had  bodn  stated,  with  regard  to  the  inte« 
rest,  but  could  not  at  present  say  what 
particular  course  would  be  adopted* 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Unconstitutional  Interfersnck 
OF  THE  Military.]  The  Earl  of  Essex 
rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
a  subject  which  he  conceived  to  be  of 
great  importance,  both  to  their  lordships 
and  the  public — he  meant  the  obstructing 
of  the  streets  by  the  military  on  drawing- 
room  days.  As  he  was  yesterday  pro- 
ceeding along  PalUmall  in  an  open  car- 
riage, with  a  noble  friend  of  his  (lord 
Milton)  they  were  stopped  by  one  of  the 
life-guards  stationed  there,  and  informed 
that  they  must  not  pass  that  way.  Upon 
his  remonstrating,  and  asking  the  man  by 
what  authority  he  took  upon  him  to  stop 
persons  on  tlie  king's  highway,  the  soldier 
refused  to  answer,  and  struclc  the  horse ; 
and  then,  upon  his  asking  the  man's  name, 
he  refused  to  tell,  and  said,  that  unless 
he  turned  back,  he  would  not  only  cut 
down  the  horse,  but  cut  him  down  too. 
He  looked  about  at  the  time  for  a  peace 
officer,  but  could  see  no  person  of  that 
description.  He  inquired  for  the  officer 
of  the  guard,  but  was  told  he  was  at  the 
palace,  and  the  soldier  repeatedly  refused 
to  give  his  name,  but  at  length  did  so. 
There  was  no  sort  of  confusion  or  even 
crowd  in  tlie  streets,  nor  any  thing  which 
could  possibly  justify  the  stationing  of 
soldiers  in  those  places,  especially  without 
the  superintendence  of  the  civil  power. 
In  fact,  there  was  no  appearance  of  any 
thing  indicating  that  sort  of  crowd  from 
which  a  breach  of  the  peace  could  be  ap- 
prehended. Some  gentlemen,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  near  at  the  time,  gave  their 
names,  and  offered  to  testify  as  to  the  in- 
solent and  improper  proceeding  of  the 
soldier ;  but  he  did  not  deem  it  advisable 
to  take  any  legal  steps,  conceiving  that  it 
might  best  contribute  to  the  public  interest 
if  he  stated  the  matter  to  tlieir  lordships. 
From  the  language  and  action  of  the  sol- 
dier who  had  struck  the  horse  with  his 
sword,  and  threatened  to  cut  him  down, 
he  considered  it  as  an  assault  upon  him  on 
the  kmg's  highway.  Having  stated  the 
circumstances  to  their  lordships,  he  lefl 
them  to  deal  with  it  as  they  thought 
proper.    It  was  not  a  thing  that  concerned 
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him  mcrdy,  nor  a  thing  which  concerned 
merely  any  person  of  rank  in  that  House 
end  in  the  country ;  but  it  was  the  con- 
cern  of  every  man  in  the  country  who 
might  have  occasion  to  pass  along  the 
streets  of  London.  He  remembered  when, 
except  on  very  particular  occasions  in- 
deed, no  soldiers  were  ever  employed  on 
this  duty ;  and  he  hoped  they  would  again 
see  tlie  propriety  of  returning  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  good  old  times,  as  he  might 
call  them,  when  the  military  power  was 
never  employed  to  keep  the  peace  till  the 
civil  power  was  found  insufficient. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  him,  particularly  after  the  candid 
manner  in  which  the  noble  earl  had  made 
his  statement,  to  offer  an  observation  upon 
the  subject.    The  fact  was,  that  so  far  as 
bis  recollection  went,  when  there  were 
levees  and  drawing  rooms  every  week,  as 
used  to  be  the  case,  but  little  crowd  was 
attracted,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for 
any  particular  precautions,  but,  owing  to 
circumstances  of  late,  drawing  rooms  and 
levees  having  become  rare,  a  very  consi- 
derable crowd  was  attracted  when  they 
did  occur,  and  it  became  therefore  neces^ 
•ary,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  conve- 
nience, to  have  a  military  force  to  keep 
the  passages  to  the  court  clear.    He  how- 
ever by  no  means  meant  to  state  that  a 
military  force  ought  to  be  allowed  to  act, 
except  ill  aid  of  the  civil  power,  and  there 
being  no  peace  officer  present,  as  the  noble 
earl  stated,  was  undoubtedly  an  oversight ; 
care  ought  to  be  taken  to  rectify  this  in 
future.    With  regard,  however,  to  tiie  em- 
ployment of  the  military  u|)on  such  occa- 
sions, ever  since  he  had  any  recollection 
upon  the  subject,  they  had  always  been 
stationed  in  the  manner  described,  merely 
with  this  difierence,  that  from  the  fre- 
quency of  drawing  rooms  and  levees,  it 
only  became  necessary  to  resort  to  these 
precautions  on  the  birth  days,  whilst  now, 
from   the   rarity  of  drawing  rooni3  and 
levees,  the  same  precautions  were  neces- 
sary to  be  adopted  at  each  of  them.     As  I 
to  there  being  no  crowd  or  tumult  at  the  | 
place  mentioned  by  the  noble  carl,  the 
real  question  was,  what  crowd  or  tumult 
there  would  have  been,  if  the  military  had 
not  been  so  employed.     He  always  con- 
sidered that  if  they  were  not  so  stationed, 
a  confusion  must  ensue  highly  inconve- 
nient,  particularly   with    regard  to  car- 
riages, which  could  only  be  productive  of 
benefit  to  coach-makers. 
The  Earl  of  Essex  said,  that  there  ^as 


Vtic  -imtiiutional  Inler/ermce 


[95a 


no  crowd  in  Pall-mall  at  the  time,  nor  any 
appearance  of  that  sort  of  confusion  tbas 
could  require  the  interference  of  a  peace 
officer ;  and  yet,  under  such  circum- 
stances, St.  James's-street  and  Pall-mall 
were  blocked  up  by  the  military,  without 
a  single  peace  officer.  This,  he  repeated, 
was  a  matter  which  did  not  concern  him 
merely  from  his  rank  in  that  House  or  the 
country,  but  a  practice  which  concerned 
every  man,  and  one  which,  if  not  checked 
in  time,  might  lead  to  great  public  mit« 
chief. 

Lord  Grenviile  said,  he  could  not  help 
rising  to  add  his  testimony  to  the  remarki 
of  his  noble  friend,  that  this  was  a  new 
practice.    The  noble  earl  opposite  was 
certainly  mistaken,  for  the  whole  practice 
was  comparatively  of  a  very  modern  date. 
And  here  they  might  observe  how  these 
things  grew.     The  practice  had  at  (int 
been  overlooked,  from  its  appearing  to  be 
of  an  extent  not  worthy  ot  notice;  and 
thus  these  things  arose  from  such  small 
beginnings,  till  at  length  they  became  dan- 
gerous evils.     There  was  no  m3'stery  in 
this  matter.     The  law  had  clearly  pro- 
vided for  it.     It  was  the  duty  of  govern- 
ment to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  metro- 
polis and  the  country,  and  when  it  be- 
came necessary  to  employ  the  military  for 
that  purpose,  the  executive  government 
was  not  only  justified,  but  bound  so  to 
employ  them.     But,  then,  the  military 
ought  to  be  employed  only  in  aid,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  civil  power* 
In  the  present  case,  there  was  no  magis* 
trate,  no  peace  officer ;  but  the  soldiers  ap- 
peared to  act  entirely  under  military  au- 
thority.   If  a  constable  had  been  in  the 
way,  it  would  have  been  perfectly  proper 
in  hiir  noble  friend  to  have  given  the  sol- 
dier who,  under  the  circumstances,  stopped 
him,  in  charge  to  the  constable ;  and  if  the 
constable  had  refused  to  take  charge  of 
him,  he  would  himself  have  been  amenable 
lo  the  law  for  that  breach  of  duty.    Thus 
the  law  and  the  constitutidn  were  violated, 
when  the  military  power  was  employed  at 
St.  James's,  and  m  other  places  of  the 
metropolis,  to  do  the  duties  of  peace  offi- 
cenr.    The  next  thing  was  this — that  the 
military  ought  never  to  be  employed,  even 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  unless 
the  civil  power  at  that  particular  place  and 
time  were  found  insufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose.   There  was  no  pretence  whatever 
here  for  saying  that  the  civil  power  was 
not  sufficient — that  was  quite  clear.     He 
was  himsdf  near  the  spot,  and  knew  that 
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there  appeared  no  reason  whatever  to  ap« 
prehend  any  thing  like  a  tumult.    There 
was  neither  tumult  nor  crowd ;  and  were 
the  streets  of  St.  James's  and  Pall-nudl  to 
be  bFocked  up  with  a  military  force,  and 
tlie  passage  obstructed,  because  a  number 
of  carriages  were  assembled  at  the  end  of 
St.  James's-purk  ?   It  was  an  evil  of  a  very 
serious  and  dangerous  magnitude.     A  no- 
ble and  learned  lord  had  said  the  other 
night,  with  great  force  and  justice,  that  it 
was  essential  to  teach  the  people  to  look 
up  to  the  civil  power  for  the  preservation 
of  order ;  an  observation  which  came  well 
from  him,  considering  the  high  station 
which  he  had  filled*    It  was  essential,  ceri- 
tainly,  so  to  teach  the  people ;  and  in  this 
metropolis,  too,  we  ought  to  look  to  the 
civil,  not  to  the  military  power,  for  the 
preservation  of  order.     The  military  were 
unquestionably  to  be  called  when  the  civil 
power  should  be  found  insufficient.     He 
recollected  when,  for  three  days  together 
(during  the  riots  in  1780),  the  capital 
was  in  flames,  before,  at  last  by  an  order 
in  council,  the  military  were  called  in  to 
restore  order,  without  the  control  of  the 
magistrates.    In  the  present  instance,  not 
even   the  slightest  pretence  existed  for 
calling  in  the  aid  of  the  military  at  all. 
The  subject  was  not  a  light  one,  nor  one 
to  be  put  off  with  frivolous  pleasantry  as 
a  matter  of  no  consequence.    It  was  a 


teration  of  the  laws;  for,  as  tliey  stood  at 
present,  thejr  were  entirely  unsuitable  to 
such  a  practice. 

The  Lord  Chancellor^  however  unwilling 
to  prolong  this  conversation,  found  it  im- 
possible to  allow  certain  doctrines  which 
had  been  stated  to  pass  without  observa- 
tion. As  to  what  passed  in  the  year  1780, 
he  had  only  this  to  say,  that  he  had  the 
authority  oi  the  law  of  £ng]and  for  the 
proposition,  that  those  who  suffered  the 
riots  to  go  on  for  so  long  a  time  without 
taking  effectual  means  to  put  a  stop  to 
them,  when  it  was  their  business  so  to 
have  done,  were  guilty  of  a  supineness  for 
which  they  were  deeply  responsible.  Tlie 
military  were  not  employed  merely  as  soU 
diers.  Soldiers  in  this  country  did  not, 
when  they  assumed  the  military  character, 
cease  to  be  citizens,  and  they  might  be 
employed  as  citizens  for  the  preservation 
of  the  peace.  With  respect  to  the  prac* 
tice,  ever  since  he  had  been  in  a  situation 
which  made  it  his  duty  to  attend  on  these 
occasions  at  St.  James's,  be  had  seldom 
been  able  to  get  forward  through  Uie 
crowd  without  this  sort  of  assistance.  If 
he  were  asked,  however,  whether  the  mi- 
litary ought  to  be  so  employed  on  ordinary 
occasions,  he  should  say,  no;  and  he  hoped 
the  soldier  would  never  forget  that  he  was 
a  citizen :  but  though  a  horse  should  be 
struck,  he  hoped  it  was  too  much  to  say 


matter  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  \  that,  for  such  an  act  as  that,  a  man  mieht 
lives  and  property  of  his  majesty's  liege  |  be  killed  [Lord  Grcnville,  *<  I  statedno 
subjects  should  not  rest  solely  on  military  ;  such  thing.*'].  Then  he  had  mistaken  the 
protection,  or  be  placed  in  the  power  of:  noble  baron;  and  he  frankly  confessed^ 

'  that  if  a  soldier  were  on  such  an  occasion 
to  strike  the  man,  the  doctrine  of  the 
noble  baron  appeared  to  him  to  be  right : 
but  the  noble  baron  appeared  to  him  not 
have  sufficiently  marked  the  distinction 
between  the  man  and  the  horse,  Uiough 
he  had  no  doubt  he  had  mistaken  wluit 
the  noble  baron  had  stated.  But  he  him- 
self dejsired  that,  when  the  military  were 
employed,  it  should  be  only  under  the  di- 
rection and  superintendence  of  the  civil 
power,  and  that  they  should  not  be  em- 
ployed without  civil  officers  being  present 
along  with  tliem. 

Lord  Grcnville  had  no  doubt  that  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  had  no  intention 
to  misrepresent  him,  though  he  had  mis- 
taken what  he  (lord  G.)  had  said;  but  lie 
was  at  Qfst  surprised  when  he  beard  the 
noble  lord  state  that  be  found  it  impos- 
sible to  refrain  from  controverting  bis 
doctrines,  and  still  more  surprised  when 
he  beard  the  noble  lord  begm  with  the 


the  military.  And  here  a  most  material 
view  of  the  question  presented  itself,  which 
placed  in  a  strong  light  the  impropriety  of 
this  practice  under  the  laws  as  they  at 
present  existed.  Suppose  that  some  one, 
not  possessing  the  admirable  temper  of  his 
noble  friend,  had  suffered  himself  to  be 
irritated  upon  being  thus  stopped  on  the 
king's  highway,  and  seeing  his  horse  and 
himself  threatened  with  being  cut  down— - 
if,  in  the  moment  of  provocation  at  such 
an  outrage,  he  had  put  the  man  to  death 
who  had  thus  stopped  and  threatened  him, 
it  would,  in  law,  have  been  legal  and  justi- 
fiable homicide.  If  the  soldier,  on  the 
otiier  hand,  in  this  illegal  employment, 
had  given  a  blow,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  consequences  of  it,  he  would 
have  been  answerable  even,  if  the  effect 
had  been  fatal,  to  death  itself.  If,  then, 
the  executive  government  did  mean  to 
continue  this  practice,  they  ought  not  to 
lose  a  moment's  time  in  propoting  an  al- 
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riots  in  1780.  H«  had  never  denied  that 
Ihe  military  were  {ironttrly  called  in  nn 
that  occasion.  The  noble  and  Imrucd  lord 
Mid,  tiiat  a  soltliar  still  contioucd  to  be  a 
4^xen,  nnd  might  Iw  rmployed  to  pre- 
aerrfl  tho  peace  a*  a  citiui).  TruCi  tho 
aoldicr  might  tie  emiJoyed  to  prevent  tho 
commission  of  a  felony ;  but  ho  had  never 
heard  that  soldiers  might  be  employed 
under  Uieir  own  officers,  without  the  con- 
trol or  superintendence  of  the  civil  ma* 
gittrato  in  cases  ol'  mere  tumult.  Then 
tttt  noble  lord  taiil,  tliat  alrtLing  a  hor«o 
would  t>e  no  justilication  for  killing  »  man. 
He  certainly  had  never  slated  that  it 
oouUI,  and  he  wai  astonished  how  any 
neraon  could  have  imnginttl  that  he  had 
■Mdc  any  luch  statement;  but  what  ho 
did  tay  was  this,— that  where  the  soldier, 
in  the  commission  of  an  unlawful  act, 
thraatened  to  cut  down  tho  man,  and  not 
the  hone,  he  who  commoncod  that  iin- 
laifful  BCt  WHS  answernbte  for  the  conie- 
qnencea,  whatever  they  might  be.  He 
■Ut«d  this  to  be  the  old  recngni«ed  law 
wwn  ibe  subject.  He  mi^t  be  wrong  in 
tnatt  but  if  he  wax,  he  was  sure  that  the 
beat  and  most  approved  authors  who  had 
written  <m  the  law  of  England  had  laid  it 
down  wrong,  and  had  lived  lone  in  a  state 
of  very  profound  ignorance  ot  what  the 
law  was  in  such  cases. 

The  Marquis  of  liuckingham  did  n 
wish  to   prolong  the   conversation  on  tl 
eerlainlv  interesting  and  important  topi 
but  seeing  the  noble  secretary  of  state  for 
the  home   department  in    his  place,   he 
wislied  to  know  from  him,  whether  he  was 
prepared   to  give  any  assurance  to  the 
House,  that  in  future  the  practice  should 
be  discontinued  of  employing  the  military 
power  to  perform    tlie  duties   of  peace 
officers.    II  he  would  give  such  assurance, 
he  should  think  it  unnecessary  to  go  any 
further;  but  if  not,  then  he  should  think 
it  his  duty  to  move  an  address  to  the 
Prince  Kegcnt. 

Viscount  Sidmniith  :iid,  he  knew  no- 
thing of  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
which  had  been  ihe  subject  of  discussion  ; 
but  if  the  noble  marquis  meant  to  stale 
that  the  practice  of  calling  out  the  military 
for  the  purposes  adverted  to,  was  in  the 
department  of  the  secretary  of  stale,  he 
would  beg  the  noble  marquis  to  under- 
stand that  the  secretary  of  state  had  no 
concern  with  those  orders,  neither  had  he 
any  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  not 
peace  officers  at  different  parts  at  the 
time.    There  were  no  ordcis  issued  from 


Vncoailituiional  Interfrraa  ^H 
the  McteUry  of  atatc's  office  mtm 
caaions,  nor  bad  he  any  thing  bi^a 
it.  Jo  consequcnctf,  however,  »!'■*«« 
been  stated  in  uiuitlier  place,  ht  Ui 
it  his  duty  to  irtUxfcre  ;  and  bt  iw ' 
the  House  that  upun  future  ocotiai 
like  nature,  peace  officer*  thnulij  tit 
tinned,  in  onler  that  the  miliona 
only  act  in  aid  of  the  civil  poHii. 

The  Marquis  of  HutJaHgham  cm^ 
the  asguraiice  given  by  the  nobiewfl, 
as  perfectly  aalitfaclory ;  lie  nii«(,a 
ever,  observe,  at  the  same  tiiac,  tk 
any  thing  could  aggravate  llie  cax,ti, 
Ihe  circumt'anco  of  tba  nuliur  k 
employed  without  the  coacunriiat' 
aDcretary  of  state. 

Lord  HoUand  eaid,  he  htditft 
actually  stopped,  but  he  had  hadai 
portunity  of  observing,  that  ihatw 
crowd  where  the  military  were  ni^ 
and  that  the  men  appeared  to  to* 
the  positive  orders   of  their  om* 
without  any  control  of  the  cinl  f 
Tliat  was,  us  he  conceived,  a  motii 
practice,  and  it  was  of  the  laii  \v^ 
that  the  people  of  the  melropohi  0 
not  be  familiarised  to  the  tijiia  of  la 
acting  on  such  occasions  wiiSmt  tk> 
trol  of  the  civil   power, !««  it>(Til», 
begin  to  look  upon   the  v&ijt  *■  \ 
their  servants,  which  theytnllrWi^ 
at  their  masters.      He   wisiKitaldcrt 
ther  tlic  noblf  earl   had  anjdh'wciia' 
produce  the  order  under  vthicb^e'i 
tary  were  sent  to  these  ststiooi! 

The  Earl  of  l^iverpool  coold  itfi 
after  the  assurance  given  by  bii- 
friend,  that  the  produc^on  of  ^  * 
was  at  all  necessarjr,  or  that  it  vo^'i 
swcr  any  useful  purpose.  He  Mi^ 
that  the  mditary  ought  to  act  tkw 
under  the  control  of  the  civil  poaft. 
that,  if  a  contrary  practice  had  v^' 
it  ought  to  he  corrected  :  but  theim; 
might  act  on  these  occasion*  ud^^ 
direction  of  the  civil  power. 

Earl  Gretj  said,  be  had  beud  the 
surance  given  by  Ihe  noble  Mcretsi 
state  for  the  home  department  •i4 1 
salisfaction ;  but  he  hoped  it  vou' 
be  considered  as  displaying  Ion  ^ 
degree  of  jealousy,  if  be  eKpmw 
wish  that  the  assurance  had  been  j 
more  precise.  He  had  perccirt^fo' 
time  past  a  strong  disposition  to  e 
the  military  in  the  duties  of  peace* 
in  a  manner  inconsibtent  with  the  ft 
and  habits  of  a  free  people,  and  lh*i 
of  a  free  coDstituMoti.     Ue  hopd 
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practice  would  now  be  diacontiDued,  and 
that  they  would  return  to  the  practice  of 
the  good  old  times,  as  his  noble  friend 
had  expressed  it:  and  that,  from  the 
spirit  of  a  free  people  and  their  natural 
love  of  order,  the  exertions  of  the  civil 
power  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  pre* 
serve  the  peace.  As  an  assurance  was 
given  that  the  military  should  not  be  era- 
ployed  except  under  the  direction  of  the 
civil  power,  he  hoped,  that  the  civil  power 
would  be  the  really  efficient  force,  and 
tliat  the  same  military  parade  would  not 
be  kept  up,  while  a  peace  officer  was  sta- 
tioned at  the  corner  of  a  street,  merely  as 
a  colour  and  pretence  of  sanction  from 
the  civil  power.  He  hoped  the  true  con- 
stitutional force  would  now  be  resorted  to 
in  ffood  earnest,  and  that  the  military 
would  only  be  employed  in  cades  of 
necessity.  He  hoped  this  bad  practice 
of  employing  soldiers  in  the  duties  of 
peace-officers,  and  that  unconstitutional 
military  parade  on  such  occasions,  to 
which  there  had  been  of  late  so  strong  a 
tendency,  would  be  put  down  by  the  go- 
rernment  itself;  or,  if  not,  that  the  prac- 
tice would  be  watched  with  the  utmost 
jealousy  by  parliament,  which  was  the 
more  necessary  now  when  this  disposition 
for  military  parade  and  display  was  grow- 
ing upon  us,  and  such  immense  sums  had 
been  voted  to  support  a  vast  military 
establishment. 

Absentees.]  .Lord  Bulkeletf,  seeing 
the  noble  earl  at  the  head  of  the  treasury 
in  his  place,  wished  to  suggest  to  him  the 
propriety  of  laying  a  tax  upon  persons 
going  abroad.  He  was  very  glad  tor  one, 
that  the  property  tax  had  been  disposed 
of  in  the  way  in  which  parliament  had 
disposed  of  it;  but  he  was  aware  of  the 
difficulties  of  our  financial  situation,  and 
thought  this  would  be  a  very  fair  source 
of  revenue,  considering  the  number  of 
persons  of  fortune  who  were  going  abroad, 
and  thereby  avoiding  a  great  proportion 
of  the  taxes,  to  which  their  property 
would  be  liable  if  they  remained.  A  tax 
upon  passports,  therefore,  would  be  a 
good  source  of  revenue,  provided  it  could 
be  rendered  consistent  with  mercantile 
convenience. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  the  subject 
io  which  the  noble  lord  had  adverted  had 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the  trea^ 
sury  and  appeared  very  well  worthy  of 
attention.  The  suggestion  had  been  made 
from  various  quarters,  but  he  had  as  yet 


received  no  communication  of  a  specific 

glan.  However  desirable  the  thing  might 
e  in  principle,  the  difficulty  was  in  the 
mode  pf  carrying  it  into  effect,  consistently 
with  the  free  communication  which  ought 
to  be  allowed  as  to  mercantile  transac- 
tions. The  difficulty  was,  how  to  bring 
the  matter  to  bear  in  such  a  way  as  not 
to  do  more  harm  by  the  mode  of  execu- 
tion, than  any  good  that  could  be  pro- 
duced from  the  tax  in  the  way  of  re  venae* 
The  principle,  however,  was  just  in  itself, 
that  those  should  be  made  to  contribute 
in  this  way  to  the  resources  of  the  state 
who,  by  goin^  abroad,  avoided  all  taxes 
direct  and  indirect. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  thought  the 
declaration  of  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  the  treasury  one  of  an  alarming  nature, 
and  was  surprised  to  hear  it  alleged  that 
those  who  went  abroad  contributed  very 
little  to  the  revenue  of  the  countnr.  Did 
those  who  went  abroad  leave  nothing  be- 
hind that  was  liable  to  numerous  and  ex- 
pensive taxes  i  But  above  all,  in  a  mer- 
cantile country  like  this,  that  interest 
would  not  hear  with  patience  of  a  propo- 
sition that  struck  more  deeply  at  the  root 
of  all  mercantile  transactions  than  any 
one  ever  yet  suggested.  Even  in  the 
worst  of  times  such  a  thing  was  never 
heard  of:  the  restrictions  and  drawbacks 
which  it  must  necessarily  place  upon  the 
communications  of  this  with  every  country 
in  Europe  would  be  incalculably  inju- 
rious. He  deeply  regretted  even  the 
mention  of  such  a  proposition. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  th^  property 
of  tliose  who  went  abroad  was  still  liable 
to  the  land  tax,  the  succession  tax,  and 
many  others ;  and  he  could  not  conceive 
how  the  noble  earl  at  the  head  of  the 
treasury  could  make  out  that  they  avoided 
all  taxes  direct  and  indirect. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  he  had 
gone  too  far  if  he  had  said  that  they 
avoided  all  taxes  direct  and  indirect :  he 
only  meant  that  they  avoided  a  great 
many  of  the  taxes. 

Lord  Btdkeley  thanked  the  noble  earl 
for  the  civility  with  which  his  proposition 
had  been  received,  and  was  sorry  that  his 
old  friend  Herd  Lauderdale)  had  been  so 
hard  upon  nim. 

Reduced  Army  Estimates.]  The 
Marquis  of  Lansduwne  rose,  in  pursuance 
of  his  notice,  to  move  an  address  to  the 
Prince  Regent  for  the  Amended  Army 
&timateS|  which  had  been  laid  before  tlie 
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other  House  of  ParliameDt.  This  motion 
lie  should  preface  with  a  very  few  ob- 
servations, as  he  apprehended  no  objec- 
tion would  be  made  to  it ;  but  he  should 
say  a  few  words  with  a  view  to  the  bearing 
of  the  motion  on  the  petitions  upon  the 
subject  of  economy ;  of  which  so  many 
had  been  laid  on  their  lordships*  table. 
These  petitions,  which  complained  of  the 
distress  of  the  country,  proposed  various 
modes  of  relief,  which  might  be  classed 
under  three  heads.  Some  of  the  peti- 
tioners proposed  the  removal  of  certain 
restrictions  upon  the  trade  of  the  country, 
in  order  that  new  channels  for  industry 
might  be  opened;  others  wished  new 
restrictions  to  be  imposed  in  favour  of 
their  own  particular  branches  of  industry : 
but  all  of  the  petitioners  had  concurred 
in  the  necessity  of  reducing  the  public 
expenditure.  In  endeavouring  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  last  mode, 
lie  was  firmly  convinced,  that  in  the  two 
other  branches  there  was  no  material 
prospect  of  relief  to  the  country.  He 
agr^d  in  the  general  principle  of  the  re- 
moval of  restrictions  upon  industry ;  but 
in  the  proposed  removal  of  the  prohibition 
of  the  exportation  of  wool,  and  tlie  culti- 
vation of  tobacco,  but  small  advantage,  he 
conceived,  could  be  expected ;  the  expe- 
riment of  cultivating  tobacco  had  been 
tried  in  Ireland  with  no  great  success. 
As  to  the  imposal  of  fresh  restrictions  for 
the  benefit  of  any  particular  interest, 
though  he  did  not  go  the  length  of  dis- 
approving of  such  relief  in  all  circum- 
stances, yet  their  lordships  should  con- 
sider that  such  restrictions  in  favour  of 
one  class  must  be  injurious  to  the  com- 
munity in  general,  and  could  not  be  be- 
Deficiai  where  tlie  whole  community  was 
distressed,  or  the  distress  of  one  class  had 
spread  itself  over  all  others.  But  as  he 
thought  these  remedies  would  be  of  no 
avail,  it  became  more  imperatively  his 
duty  to  co-operate  as  efficaciously  as  he 
could,  in  granting  that  relief  which  alone 
could  be  administered,  and  which  formed 
at  once  the  safest  and  most  extensive  re- 
lief which  could  be  afforded.  The  great 
evil  under  which  the  country  laboured 
was,  that  we  had  to  support  a  public  ex- 
penditure of  70  millions,  while  the  whole 
rental  of  the  country,  and  that  a  decreas- 
ing one,  was  140  nullions.  Such  a  state 
of  things  could  not  exist  without  striking 
at  tlie  vital  resources  of  the  country.  He 
was  happy  to  see  that  one  step  had  alreadv 
been  taken  towards  a  reduction  of  this 


expenditure,  and  it  was  on  this  subject 
that  he  called  for  information.  This  re* 
duction,  it  seemed,  was  not  made  on  all 
the  estimates,  but  on  two  only-^the  staff 
9nd  the  ordnance.  The  reduction  on  the 
staff  was  40,287/.  which  in  the  course  of 
the  year  was  to  be  extended  to  81,597/« 
Though  he  did  not  undervalue  this  reduc- 
tion, he  must  be  excused  from  yielding 
his  belief  that  this  was  the  lowest  degree 
to  which  these  estimates  could  be  reduced. 
This  reduction,  did,  however,  afford  a 
proof  of  the  spirit  in  which  the  original 
estimates  had  been  drawn  up.  For,  not- 
withstanding the  assurance  which  had 
been  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  session 
of  a  strict-  attention  to  economy  in  gene- 
ral, and  a  special  declaration  that  these 
estimates  had  been  examined  item  by 
item,  yet  it  appeared  that  there  had  been  a 
most  material  oversight  in  several  particur 
lars,  which  it  would  not  have  been  supposed 
would  have  easily  escaped  the  attention 
of  the  ministers.  The  reduction  in  the 
amended  estimates,  was  on  the  number  of 
lieutenant-generals,  major-generals,  and 
adjutants,  and  on  the  sum  to  be  expended 
in  the  erection  of  fortifications.  These 
reductions  had  been  made,  in  consequence 
of  he  knew  not  what,  but  certainly  of 
something  which  had  happened  since  their 
first  formation.  The  estimates  bad  been 
re-oonsidered  at  a  more  genial  season  of 
the  year  than  that  at  which  they  had  been 
framed,  and  there  seemed  something  in 
the  third  week  of  March  which  was  moch 
more  favourable  to  economy  than  the  be- 
ginning of  January.  But  even  in  these 
estimates  bo  amended,  there  seemed  fur- 
ther room  for  reduction.  The  expense  of 
the  recruiting  service  in  these  auiended 
estimates,  was  140,000/.  of  which  36,063/. 
was  for  the  recruiting  staff.  Now  this 
recruiting  staff  amounted  to  half  the  sum 
which  was  expended  in  levy  money,  and 
the  contingent  expenses.  This  was  a 
primd  Jade  ground  for  calling  for  re- 
trenchment in  this  branch.  In  the  official 
establishments  tliere  was  a  demand  for 
the  still  further  reduction,  and  even  ex- 
tinction of  some  offices.  The  commissary* 
general  of  musters,  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  adjutant  and  quarter- master 
generals  on  tlieir  present  footing,  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  muster  the  guards 
once  a  year,  a  duty  so  trivial  that  it  might 
be  transferred  to  either  of  the  two  officers 
above  mentioned.  Yet  llie  expense  of 
this  office  in  the  amended  estimates  was 
between  jf  and  5000/.    But  il^  the  duty  of 
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the  commissary  of  musters  was  small  in 
England,  he  had  the  authority  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  say- 
ing, that  the  duty  of  the  muster-master 
general  was  nothing.  The  expense  of  this 
officer  in  the  estimate  was  15  or  1600/.  a 
year,  and  if  the  fees  received  on  promotions 
were  calculated,  it  was  5000  or  6000/.  ayear. 
If  he  went  into  the  whole  of  the  estimates, 
he  might  detain  their  lordships  for  some 
time ;  but  even  in  the  amended  estimates, 
there  was  another  case  which  struck  his 
view.  In  the  case  of  clothing,  it  appeared 
that  the  expense  of  the  veteran  battalions 
and  others,  clothed  by  government,  was 
100  per  cent,  less  than  those  clothed  by 
the  colonels.  A  saving  might  surely  be 
looked  for  in  this  department.  It  might 
be  said,  that  the  clothing  formed  a  part 
of  the  emoluments  of  the  colonels,  but 
this  was  surely  a  most  un->economical  mode 
of  paying  the  colonels.  Such  were  the 
retrenchments  which  he  thought  might  be 
still  made,  even  in  the  reduced  estimates ; 
but  the  work  of  reduction  had  been  con- 
fined to  the  ordnance  and  staff.  As  the 
xninisters,  on  a  reconsideration  of  these 
estimates,  had  been  able  to  make  reduc- 
tions, though  they  had  said  that  those 
estimates  had  been  previously  fixed  at  the 
lowest  possible  degree,  he  trusted  that 
some  omission  had  also  taken  place  in  the 
other  estimates,  and  that  they  would  find 
in  every  one  of  them  some  possibility  of 
retrencnmcnt.  The  noble  marquis  con- 
cluded by  moving  <*  a  humble  Address  to 
the  Prince  Regent,  for  the  production  of 
the  reduced  estimates  of  tne  staff  and 
ordnance.'* 

l^ax\  Dalhurst  said,  that  as  the  noble 
marquis  had  coupled  his  expression  of 
satisfaction  at  the  reduction  which  had 
been  made  with  some  degree  of  censure 
on  the  ministers  for  having  submitted  the 
estimates  in  the  state  in  which  they  had 
originally  stood,  he  should  explain  the 
sround  and  nature  of  the  reduction?. 
These  reductions  had  in  part  been  con- 
templated ;  but  it  was  also  fair  to  say,  that 
some  of  them  had  been  made  out  of  defer- 
ence to  the  feelings  of  the  country.  If 
there  was  any  blame  to  be  attributed  to 
atich  a  concession,  he  was  ready  to  bear 
his  share  of  it.  As  to  the  generals,  the 
charge  for  whom  had  been  subtracted 
from  the  estimates,  the  reduction  had 
been  not  on  account  of  the  number  being 
reduced,  but  because  some  of  them  had 
been  called  on  to  perform  their  former 
duties  without  th)e  staff  allowances,  Jbr 
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instance,  the  governor  of  Ceylon.  The 
reduction  in  the  expense  of  fortifications 
was  by  deferring  to  some  future  time  t])e 
repairs  which  were  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Whether  this  was  sound  policy  he 
should  not  then  consider ;  it  certainly 
might  lead  to  increased  expense  at  some 
future  time.  It  was  on  the  question  o^ 
the  number  of  troops  to  be  kept  up  that 
himself  and  his  friends  had  declared  that 
the  estimates  had  been  reduced  to  their 
lowest  amount,  and  that  opinion  he  still 
maintained. 

The  Marquis  Wellesldy  congratulated 
their  lordships  upon  the  most  satisfactory 
admission  made  by  the  noble  earl  who  ha(i 
just  sat  down,  that  some  of  the  esti« 
mates  had  been  reduced  from  deference  to 
public  opinion :  he  was  glad  to  hear  that 
this  was  the  principle  on  which  muiisters 
intended  in  future  to  act,  for  it  woufd, 
doubtless,  lead  to  the  most  happy  conse« 
quences.  From  his  acquaintance  with  the' 
noble  earl,  he  was  convinced  that  no  mart 
would  act  from  more  worthy  or  honoura-' 
ble  motives ;  yet  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernment, generally,  had  not  hitherto  uis« 
covered  any  extraordinary  anxiety  to  yield 
to  the  expression  of  public  opinion.  The 
noble  marquis  said,  he  was  anxious  to 
take  the  present  opportunity  of  examining 
the  foundation  of  the  enormous  estimates 
upon  the  table ;  and  he  should  do  so  with 
perfect  candour  and  fairness,  in  imitation 
of  his  noble  friend,  who  had  frankly  ac- 
knowledged, that,  with  regard  to  the 
whole  amount  of  force  to  be  employed  oh 
the  peace  establishment,  the  determina- 
tion of  ministers  was  unalterably  fixed. 
Well  knowing  the  state  of  public  opinion, 
and  hearing  the  readiness  of  government 
to  pay  obedience  to  it,  it  would  be  his  object 
to  show  that  that  opinion  was  well  founded ; 
and  he  hoped,  before  he  sat  down,  at  least 
to  convince  the  House,  that  it  ought  to 
insist  upon  a  reconsideration  of  that  great 
question  on  whi^h  ministers  had  so  hastily 
and  irrevocably  formed  their  resolution. 

The  noble  earl  had  said  much  upon  the 
recent  reduction  of  the  staff— an  alteration 
made  within  a  ^qw  ditys :  but  who  would 
not  have  imagined  that  the  dccisfon  on  the 
amount  of  that  staff  would  at  least  have 
been  the  companion,  if  not  the  precursor, 
of  the  final  arrangement  regarding  the 
total  military  force  ?  for  the  numbers  of  the 
force  alone  could  fitly  regulate  the  numbers 
of  tlie  staff:  yet  if  the  doctrine  pf  minis- 
ters were  to  be  followed,  the  number  of 
the  staff  was  dct  to  be  governed  by  thio 
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maRuiluiIc  of  our  nrmy,  tiut  the  magnitude 
cf  our  army  by  the  number  of  t1ic  staff; 
and  in  the  sume  nrojiortion  were  all  the 
subordinate  establish  menu  to  be  regu- 
lated. The  noble  carl  had  correctly 
stated  that  the  whole  saving  to  the  coun- 
try by  this  reduction  of  llie  staff  would  not 
exceed  4>1 ,000/.  a  year  ;  but  who  should 
say  how  large  the  saving  might  now  be,  if 
■nmistere  proceeded  on  tlie  plan  tliey  had 
hitfaerlo  pursued,  of  atlowiag  the  numbers 
of  Uic  staff  officers  to  dictate  the  numbers 
of  the  army  ?  Hu  did  not  wish,  however, 
to  press  the  subject  upnn  the  other  side  of 
ike  House  with  the  slightest  feeling  of 
hostility  ;  he  did  not  wish  even  to  inquire 
whether  the  indecision  they  had  lately 
■bown  ought  or  ought  not  to  lessen  the 
confidence  to  be  placed  in  them;  but 
at  all  events  their  conduct,  if  it  did 
not  establii^h  their  own  incompetence, 
inott  clearly  proved  this— that  tliey  had 
groAter. confidence  in  the  opinions  of  tlic 
people,  and  that  deference  was  to  be  paid 
to  tnetr  feelings  and  their  wishes.  'i'Jiit 
roost  material  point  was  now  setilcd 
beyond  contradiciioa :  it  had  not  been 
merely  mixed  up  with  the  decision,  but 
was  admitted  in  the  argument,  and  allowed 
to  be  the  sole  reason  for  the  alteration  of 
the  BstiniatCK.  Tho  triumph  of  public 
(pinion  was  tlius  complete ;  let  It  animate 
the  ftcople — let  it  animaie  parliament  not 
to  proceed  with  animosity  against  uiinis- 
tcrif,  not  hastily  to  withdraw  confidiince  of 
necessity  placed  in  tTiem,  but — Co  proceed 
with  a  firm  hand  to  lop  oQ*  all  needless 
excrescences,  that  only  wostedthc  strength 
of  the  country,  and  with  a  steady  unde- 
viatine  purpose  of  rigid  economy. 

Noble  lords  on  the  other  side  Imd  done 
but  justice  when  they  warmly  applaudt'd 
the  tnagnauimity  with  which  the  people  of 
England  had  sustained  unexampled  bur- 
thens during  the  war,  which,  by  their 
patience  and  perseverance,  had  now  been 
brought  to  io  happy  a  conclusion.  But 
what  he  would  ask,  had  animated  ihe 
jieopic  under  their  suiTerings  i  What  had 
mduced  them  to  submit  without  a  murmur 
to  an  accumulated  weight  of  taxation? 
What,  but  the  dreadful  image  ever  before 
their  eyes  of  a  triumphant  despot  tramp- 
ling with  sacrilegious  font  over  their  sacred 
rights  and  liberties !  To  avoid  the  reatiza- 
liou  of  this  terrible  picture,  they  had  en- 
dured all  deprivations  and  sacrifices  irith 
cheerful  submission.  But  let  others  praise 
thu  patience  of  the  people  of  England  in 
war,  be  would  applaud  tbeii  coaduct  iu 


Marftcis  of  Uknidown^i  Motion      | 
peace:  there  it  was  that  thereat  ite 
of  the  nation  had  been  be«t  crincH 
best  deserved    applause :    be  deard 
other  topio  of  his  wartn^t  colon ll|i| 
magnanimity  with  which  they  nil 
not  the  continuance  of  the  vat,  b 
breaking  out  of  the  peace ;  fot  be 
of  DO  terms   that  could  so  wbD  ' 
this  new  end    s4:Tere   infliction, 
down  by  n  thousand  dtsireMC*,  1S4J 
fcrent  and  hideous  shapes — i^mM 
a  tliousnnd  insinuatJons  that  tiie  riAl 
■hnking  off  their  burthens  upant!K| 
and  that  the  poor  were  lo  bMOoe  ~ 
to  the  luxury  of  the  great— leoiM 
thousand  fantastic  scliemes  of 
benefit  to  agriculture  and  Ct 
divert  their  attention  from  tht 
lion,  the  people  of  England  badstilt 
steady  eye  watched  the  progress  ttt 
against  their  happiness.  As  in  <    ~ 
could  wilhdraw  them  from  an 
view  of  the  dangers  (hatsurrouuMl 
so  in  peace,  nothing  could  cenpd< 
to  lose  sight  of  the  great  printtij: 
of  all  their  sufTcriogs  and  distrcfl 
expenditure  in    all    the  pubfic 
ments     [Hear,  hear^.      llii*  il 
claimed  his    applause — this  it  m 
taught  him  to  reverencPthee^n 
national  sentiment.      Not  tbl  tk 
repined  at  the  sums   they  Wcspm^' 
or  looked  back  witfi  regret  o^^lw  J* 
— not  suth  n  breath  «as  to  bi;  Wj'^  '^ 
one  end  of  the  country  to  tiicolhEt.''^ 
they  diddemanil  that,  now  the  rebtiui 
peace  were  restored,   tlie  expeodiisn " 
war  should  not  be    continued.    FkW 
reason  they  would   hail  with  joy  m*^ 
small  reduction  that  had  been  made.^ 
was  that  to  satisfy  them  i    Wu  Iksii^ 
they  had  a  right  to  expect?   Hadibr' 
claim  that  the  great  source  of  exptw'- 
war  should  be    dirainished  in  pcsct* 
were  their  expectations  tjuite  abnud*^ 
they  required  that  the  military  e'^'''^' 
ments  should  be  reduced  ? 

The  military  expenditure  «ig^l  ^ 
divided  into  three  brauchei:  U  '^ 
which  related  to  the  staff;  2,  thttanpfl 
tion  and  structure  of  the  army:  1,*| 
amount  of  force  to  be  maintained  in*'' 
of  peace.  As  to  the  first,  though  « 
thing  had  been  done,  much  remained M^ 
accomplished;  and  he  could  not  W 
augur  favourably  froru  ilie  amended  * 
supplementary  estimate  upon  the  tllfc 
With  regard 'to  the  other  two  poinBi'' 
had  no  hope  that  the  noble  lord  in  the  Ul| 
ribband  (LtvcrpoolJ  would  revise biitl^i 
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blishments,  unless  he  would  also  review 
the  arguments  on  which  he  had  persuaded 
himself  that  they  were  necessary ;  and  for 
this  reason  he  would  shortly  advert  to  the 
general  topics.  The  noble  earl  had  stated 
that,  at  the  close  of  peace  in  1792,  Mr.. 
Pitt,  the  greatest  practical,  and  Mr.  Burke 
the  greatest  theoretical  statesman  that  had 
ever  lived,  hadj[>een  deceived  in  their  cal- 
culations regarding  the  tranquillity  of 
France:  for,  contrary  to  their  expecta- 
tions, the  flame  of  the  revolution  had 
burst  out.  The  argument  was,  that  the 
peace  establishment  of  1792  was  formed 
upon  so  low  a  scale,  that  on  the  sudden 
breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1793,  England 
was  not  m  a  condition  to  meet  it ;  and  the 
deduction  Was,  that  this  country  ouffht 
now  to  keep  up  an  enormous  army,  lest 
such  an  emergency  should  again  occur. 
With  gfeat  deference  to  his  noble  friend's 
philosophy,  he  had  usually  understood 
that  the  range  of  human  prudence  was 
bounded  by  human  calculations ;  but  the 
noble  earl's  caution  went  far  beyond  that 
extent,  since  he  was  for  making  provision 
against  dangers  beyond  all  human  calcu- 
lation, for  he  grounded  the  necessity  of 
the  present  peace  establishment  solely, 
upon  the  bare  possibility  of  a  new  revolu- 
tion like  that  of  1793.  But  even  admit- 
ting that  such  an  event  was  just  within 
the  verge  of  possibility,  would  the  noble 
€8rl»  or  even  the  noble  lord  who  made  the 
treaties,  argue  for  a  moment,  that  no  pro- 
▼bion  had  been  made  against  its  recur- 
rence? Of  what  use  was  our  army  in 
France,  or  the  forces  of  the  allies,  if  not 
to  avert  this  imaginary  mischief?  Sup- 
posing a  new  revolution,  contrary  to 
all  probability,  should  break  out,  could 
it    instantly    level    Gibraltar    with   the 

Bound,  annihilate  the  fortifications  of 
alta,  and  destroy  the  garrison  of  the 
Ionian  islands  ?  Could  it,  on  the  sudden, 
drive  us  from  our  West  Indian  colonies, 
from  Mauritius,  the  Cape,  and  Ceylon,  or 
sweep  us  from  the  wide-spread  continent 
of  India  ?  Yet  the  possibility  of  sucH 
miracles  was  the  sole  foundation  for  the 
proposed  extent  of  our  military  establish- 
tnents.  Such  fanciful  dangers,  would,  he 
thought,  be  well  qualified,  not  if  he  termed 
them  withm  the  Omits  of  probability,  but 
within  the  utmost  verge  of  bare  possibility. 
Thus  the  noble  earl  wished  to  provide 
against  dangers  nearly  impossible,  by 
imposing  bufthens  quite  insupportable 
[Hear,  hear].  From  the  course  of  the 
noble  earl's  argumenti  it  would  be  sup- 


posed that  the  low  peace  establishment  op 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  had  occa« 
sioned  imminent  danger  to  the  strong* 
holds,  to  the  trade,  to  the]  navy,  and  to 
the  colonies  of  this  country ;  but  what  was 
the  fact  ?  In  the  first  three  years  did  we 
lose  all  our  colonies  ?  No ;  we  took  every 
settlement  belonging  to  the  enemy.  After 
a  victory  at  sea,  the  glory  of  wnich  had 
never  been  surpassed— not  our  commerce 
—not  our  navy ;  but— the  commerce  and 
navy  of  the  French  were  annihilated.  Let 
the  noble  earl,  therefore,  take  his  new 
French  revolution,  but  with  it  he  must 
take  his  historical  precedent,  which 
showed  that  his  revolution,  if  expected, 
was  scarcely  to  be  dreaded ;  for  from  the 
first  revolution  we  had  drawn  a  lesson 
never  to  be  forgotten,  both  firom  itsvidue, 
and  from  the  ability  (he  might  say  the 
tremendous  ability,  considering  its  effects 
on  the  arguments  of  the  other  side)  with 
which  it  had  been  enforced  by  the  noble 
marquis  this  night,  and  especially  by  the 
noble  baron  on  a  former  occasion :  that 
great  lesson  was,  that  the  true  bulwark  of 
the  British  empire,  its  true  and  uncon- 
querable strength,  was,  its  insular  situation, 
which  rendered  it  insensible  to  the  shock 
of  continental  commotions,  and  which  ren« 
dered  useless  during  peace  that  military 
establishment  that  had  been  our  glory 
during  war. 

To  this  situation  that  great  statesman 
(whom  living  he  had  called  his  friend,  and 
whose  example  in  this  respect  he  advised 
the  noble  earl  to  follow)  had  trusted  in 
1792,  and  his  conduct  would  hand  his 
name  down  to  posterity  as  the  wisest 
statesman  this  country  had  ever  known. 
The  reduction  of  the  French  colonies  at 
the  opening  of  the  war  had  been  the  deli* 
berate  policy  of  Mr.  Pitt,  not  the  efiect  of 
sudden  necessity :  his  first  object  was,  to 
destroy  the  navy  and  commerce  of  France ; 
and  when  that  had  been  accomplished,  he 
directed  the  efforts  of  the  country  against 
the  continent;  and  the  capture  of  Toulon 

i where  a  noble  lord  opposite  bad  so  much 
istinguished  himself)  had  given  a  death- 
blow to  the  naval  power  of  France.  But 
when'  it  became  necessary  to  direct  our 
exertions  to  the  continent,  what  were  the 
obstacles  with  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  to  con- 
tend ?  First,  a  defective  system  of  recruit- 
ing, which  compelled  hira  to  introduce 
into  the  army  a  description  of  officers  Yery 
incompetent  to  their  duty ;  next,  a  total 
want  of  staff  officers  fit  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  our  armies;  and  thirdly,  the  non* 
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existence  of  a  commissariat ;  for  not  even 
the  frame-work  of  this  important  and  now 
perfect  establi^hraent  was  then  erected. 
At  tliat  time,  al^,  it  would  be  recollected, 
there  were  no  institutions  for  producing 
an  efficient  staff.  Such  were  the  obsta- 
cles Mr.  Pitt  had  to  surmount ;  and  with 
pleasure  the  noble  marquis  turned  to  a 
yiew  of  our  present  situation — to  improve- 
ments in  all  these  respects,  and  especially 
in  the  condition  of  the  soldier,  though, 
by  a  noble  lorpl  elsewhere,  it  bad  been 
termed  a  night-mare  upon  the  country 
when  s]ccping  in  a  state  of  tranquillity. 
In  1793,  Mr.  Pin  had  not  the  advantage 
of  a  fine  army  trained  in  a  series  of  glorious 
services  in  France  and  the  Peninsula: 
England  had  now  an  efficient  staff^  capa- 
ble of  leadhig  her  armies  to  victory  in  all 
quarters  of  the  globe,  and  r^eimental 
officers  well  acquainted  with  the  business 
of  their  respective  ranks,  and  affording  a 
constant  supply  of  men  educated  in 
acience,  ancl  perfepted  in  service.  But 
because  he  applauded  the  institutions  in 
which  these  officers  were  brought  up  to 
arms,  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  wished 
them  continued  on  their  present  expen- 
sive establishment  ?  On  the  contrary,  they 
ought  to  be  reduced  as  low  as  was  consis- 
tent with  the  preservation  of  their  great 
frame-work,  which,  in  his  honour  and 
conscience,  he  believed  to  form  one  of  the 
great  bulwarks  of  national  independence 
and  constitutional  freedom.  But  if  they 
were  continued,  the  less  was  the  necessity 
for  lavish  expenditure  in  supporting  a 
large  force  under  arms  ;  and  he  protested 
before  God,  that  the  great  reason  which 
induced  him  to  support  these  institutions 
in  war,  was  the  conviction  that  they  might 
be  the  means  of  great  public  saving  in 
peace  [Hear,  hear!].  Of  all  these  ad- 
vantages Mr.  Pitt  was  deprived,  and  yet 
he  held  it  his  duty  to  reduce  the  peace 
establishment  to  its  lowest  limits.  The 
Doble  marquis,  therefore,  called  upon  the 
noble  earl  to  imitate  the  example,  and  to 
take  into  consideration,  not  only  the  supe- 
rior advantages  he  possessed,  but  the 
greater  sufferings  the  people  endured. 
No  greater  boon  could  be  offered  to  the 
nation,  and  no  more  effectual  means  could 
be  adopted  by  the  noble  earl  of  confirming 
himself  in  the  esteem  of  bis  countrymen, 
as  an  honest  man  and  an  able  statesman, 
than  the  reduction  of  the  proposed  mili- 
tary establihhments. 

Of  the  constitutional  question  regarding 
e  standing  army,  the  noble  earl  bad  also 


taken  a  most  extraordinary  and  mistaken 
view,  when  he  asserted  that  in  sir  Kobert 
Walpole*8  administration,  on  an  average 
18,000  men  were  retained  in  the  country* 
The  fact,  however,  was,  as  appeared  from 
the  appropriation  acts  of  the  time,  and 
from  other  authorities  which  he  had  con- 
sulted, that  the  standing  army  never  ex« 
ceeded  H  or  15,000  men;  and  during 
many  years  of  peace  it  was  below  12,000, 
being  mcreased  to  18,000  men  only,  if  the 
fortress  of  Gibraltar  and  the  island  of 
Minorca,  then  occupied  by  ds,  were  in* 
eluded  in  the  calculation.  The  force  at 
home  did  not  reach  18,000  men,  until  a 
royal  message  was  sent  down  in  1745,  al- 
leging designs  of  the  king's  enemies  and 
the  pretender  against  his  throne  and  go« 
vemment.  The  noble  earl  had  ingeniously 
endeavoured  to  show  that  the  army  actu<» 
ally  in  England  was  only  21,000  men,  by 
stating  that  7,000  were  always  upon  the 
seas  on  their  way  to  relieve  foreign  ear* 
risons;  but  the  House  would  recouect 
that,  from  the  moment  the  establishment 
was  voted,  it  was  under  the  control  of  the 
Crown,  and  was  disposable  at  the  will  of 
the  Crown,  ai>d  it  might  perhaps  be  found 
convenient,  at  a  future  time,  not  to  send 
so  large  a  force  to  our  coloniei,  while  aa 
increased  army  was  kept  over  the  people 
at  home  [Hear,  hear!].  Was  the  army 
of  France  to  be  omitted  in  a  constitutional 
view  of  the  question,  or  was  it  to  be  con^ 
sidered  as  affording  no  security  to  our 
possessions  in  the  Mediterranean  ?  Yet 
even  this  force  mieht  be  employed  un« 
constitutionally  against  the  people,  should 
it  at  any  time  be  thought  necessary  so  to 
use  it  by  the  advisers  of  the  Crown.  Was 
the  army  pf  Ireland  to  be  held  as  nothing, 
after  the  house  had  heard  that,  in  that 
country,  the  sources  of  justice  were  pol- 
luted, that  law  exacted  no  obedience,  and 
that  it  was  only  enforced  by  the  terror  of 
the  sword  ?  Yet  the  noble  lords  on  the 
other  side  were  anxiously  recoromendjDg 
the  improvement  of  the  minds  of  the  Irish, 
and  asserted  that  they  had  adopted  mea- 
sures to  accomplish  that  object !  What 
were  those  measures  ?— the  imposition  of 
an  army  of  25,000  men,  who  were  to  su- 
perintend the  education  of  one  generation^ 
and  the  executions  of  another :  a  soldier 
was  at  once  to  be  the  teacher  of  refined 
morals,  and  the  minister  of  civil  justice 
[Hear,  hear  I].  The  great,  and  indeed 
the  only  argument  for  this  expenditure 
was,  however,  the  danger  of  war ;  but  he 
begged  tp  ask  those  who  employed  \t^ 
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whether  they  had  forgotten  the  army 
under  the  duke  of  Wellington,  at  this  mo- 
ment nearly  as  large,  and  quite  as  efficient, 
as  at  aiiv  period  during  the  contest  which 
it  had  gloriously  terminated  under  its  illus- 
trious leader  ?  If  a  new  war  should  break 
out,  was  not  that  army  upon  the  spot, 
equipped  and  Fashioned  to  our  hands,  and 
exceeding  in  number  any  army  ever 
maintained  abroad  by  Great  Britain? 
Was  it  not  flushed  with  victory,  confident 
in  Its  strength,  and  adequate  to  our  pro« 
tection  in  any  emergency? 

The  noble  marquis  said,  be  had  thus 
generally  stated  his  views,  omitting  ati  re- 
marks upon  the  details,  because  he  thought 
no  minuteness  of  inquiry  could  add 
strength  to  the  broad  case  made  out 
against  the  proposed  military  establish- 
ments. He  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  noble  earl  and  his  colleagues  to  con- 
sider the  arguments  which  they  stated 
had  induced  them  irrevocably  to  form 
their  judgment.  He  felt  the  most  painful 
anxiety  upon  the  subject,  because,  on  his 
honour  and  conscience,  he  declared  he 
was  convinced,  that  if  the  present  esti- 
mates were  exacted,  the  most  ruinous  con- 
sequences would  ensue  to  the  country. 
With  regard  to  India  he  had  already  given 
bis  opinion,  but  he  had  since  re-exa- 
mined his  correspondence,  and  was  most 
thoroughly  persuaded  that  5,000  men  on 
the  continent  of  India,  and  1,000  men  in 
each  of  the  colonies  of  Mauritius,  the 
Cape,  and  Ceylon,  might  well  be  spared : 
by  this  reduction,  it  would  be  observed, 
that  1,000  men,  of  what  was  called  the 
relief,  would  be  rendered  unnecessary; 
80  that  in  the  whole  the  expense  of  about 
9|000  men  of  that  division  only  would  be 
saved  to  the  nation.  It  seemed  that  the 
troops  of  the  company  were  to  be  entirely 
omitted  in  the  calculations,  while  those 
supplied  by  this  government  were  ranked 
under  a  very  peculiar  class — that  of  forces 
maintained  in  foreign  and  conquered  na- 
tions. According  to  the  estimates,  there 
appeared  to  be  two  conquered  nation%— 
the  one  was  France,  and  the  other  the 
East  Indies.  This  arrangement  at  first 
excited  his  surprise;  but  on  inquiry  he 
found  the  fact  to  be,  that  the  noble  earl 
had  really  conquerec^  the  East  India  com- 
pany with  the  assistance  of  a  powerful  ally, 
the  court  of  King's  Bench ;  and,  armed 
with  the  terrors  of  a  mandamus,  that  he 
had  carried  hostility  into  the  very  heart 
of  tlie  directors,  who  narrowly  escaped 
toeing  taken  apd  sent  captive  to  the  King's- 


bench  prison.  To  what  further  extremi* 
ties  this  new  war  might  have  been  carried^ 
the  noble  marquis  said,  he  could  not  guess; 
but  it  seemea  much  more  probable  than 
the  noble  earl'ii  apprehended  French  revo- 
lution, that  government  would  have  had 
to  direct  a  dispatch  «  to  our  governor- 
general  and  council  of  Calcutta  in  the 
King's-bench  prison''  [Hear,  hear!  and 
a  laugh].  It  was  extremelv  probable^ 
however,  that  by  affording  this  assistance 
to  the  company  m  men,  they  might  in  this 
very  year  come  to  parliament  for  assist- 
ance m  money,  not  to  pay  our 'troops,  but 
their  own  army,  so  that  we  should  entail 
upon  ourselves  a  double  burthen. 

He  begged  again  to  assure  the  noble 
earl,  that  what  he  had  said  had  not  been 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  hostility,  and  he 
hoped  he  had  not  used  the  language  of 
hostility ;  he  really  placed  much  sreater 
confidence  in  the  noble  earl's  judgment 
than  in  his  declarations,  and  though  he 
should  rise  to-night  apd  re-state  that  his 
mind  was  unalterably  fixed  that  no  reduc- 
tion ought  to  be  attempted,  he  (marquis 
W.)  would  still  indulge  the  hope  Uiat 
fuvther  reflection  wodd  produce  in  the 
noble  earl  a  conviction  that  some  mitiga- 
tion of  this  military  infliction  was  due  to 
the  suffering  people,  whose  petitions  would 
soon  fill  the  table,  if  ministers  injudiciously 
persisted  in  their  present  course.  But 
though  the  noble  earl  should  conclude 
the  debate  with  the  assertion  of  his  reso« 
lute  perseverance,  the  noble  marquis  said, 
he  would  still  trust  to  a  favourable  change : 
he  would  appeal  from  Philip  in  parliament 
to  Philip  m  private — from  Philip  at  his 
seat  in  the  House,  to  Philip  at  his  seat  in 
the  country.  The  noble  earl,  he  believed, 
did  not  suffer  himself  to  advert  to  the  real 
wants  and  distresses  of  the  people  echoed 
from  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom,  or  he 
would  feel  the  force  of  the  lines  of  the 
great  poet— 

O  jet  a  nob1«r  task  awaits  tiiy  band, 
(For  what  can  war  bat  eodleu  war  still  breed  ?) 
mi  truth  and  right  from  vinlanoe  be  freed. 
And  public  laith  cleared  from  the  sbamefnl  brand 
Of  pablic  frand.    In  rain  doth  valour  bleed. 
Wfaiio  avarice  and  rapine  share  the  land ! 

To  rouse  the  feelings  of  our  injured 
country  by  perseverance  in  unjust  oppres- 
sion was  indeed  dangerous,  but  much 
more  injurious  would  it  be  to  debase  and 
crush  the  generous  spirit  of  the  English 
nation  by  the  weight  of  military  despo- 
tism :  both  these  extremities  were  to  be 
avoidedi  and  be  conjured  the  noble  e^l 
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to  rc-considcr  the  enormous  estimates  pro- 
posed, to  reduce  the  military  sjrstem  within 
due  bounds,  to  cease  to  tax  the  industry 
of  the  severely  distressed,  and  the  result 
would  be— fresh  resources  and  a  contented 
people. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  would 
not  complain  of  the  course  pursued  by  the 
noble  lords  opposite,  who  had  not  onl}' 
ranged  through  the  estimates,  but  again 
descanted  on  the  policy  of  the  establish- 
ment ;  but  though  such  a  proceeding  was 
perfectly  in  their  power,  yet  it  was  unex- 
pected, noV  did  he  think  it  necessary  to 
follow  them  through  all  their  arfi;uraents. 
The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  had  pro- 
fessed a  dbindination  to  accuse  ministers ; 
yet  he  had  had  recourse  to  a  rather  un- 
parliamentary expedient  in  assuming  the 
alterations  made  m  the  estimates  as  a  sub- 
ject of  attack  and  animadversion.  The 
real  question  was  as  to  the  amount  of 
men;  and  here  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  if  any  concessions  on  minor 
points  (however  trifling  he  might  deem 
them)  would  render  the  estimates  more 
palatable  to  the  public,  he  should,  as  a 
minister  for  the  public,  think  it  his  duty  to 
give  wa}[;  he  certainly  would  not  fight 
about  minor  points,  however  strongly  he 
might  be  disposed  to  fight  about  the  main 
question  of  policy.  The  noble  marquis 
had  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  staff 
and  the  numerical  army  should  bear  an 
exact  proportion  to  each  other,  but  the 
noble  marquis's  argument  was  founded  on 
a  fallacy:  he  did  not  consider  that  this 
was  the  first  year  of  peace ;  that  50,000 
men  were  to  be  disbanded;  that  the  army 
in  France  was  to  be  diminished ;  that,  in 
fact,  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  being 
reduced,  but  not  yet  reduced  to  a  peace 
establishment.  The  stafi^,  therefore,  was 
required  for  many  operations  necessary 
for  the  reduction  of  the  army ;  after  this 
event,  which  he  would  not  deny,  would  be 
somewhat  accelerated  by  the  parliamen- 
tary call  for  economy,  the  staff  also  might 
be  craduaily  reduced.  The  noble  marquis 
had  argued  as  if  he  (lord  Liverpool)  had 
called  for  a  large  establishment,  in  the 
contemplation  of  a  new  revolution:  but 
this  was  to  mistake  the  whole  scope  of  his 
argument.  He  had,  indeed,  said  that, 
with  such  a  precedent  as  the  revolution 
before  our  eyes,  it  became  us  to  use  ex- 
traordinary precaution,  especially  when  in 
former  times  two  such  emment  statesmen 
as  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr*  Buike  had  not  anti- 
c/pated  thai  rerohiMoiu     But  the  diief 


object  of  his  former  observation  was  to 
show  that  on  a  fair  comparison  of  the  pre* 
sent  period  with  that  of  1792,  it  would  be 
seen  tliat  the  established  force  was  not 
greater  than  now.    The  force  employed 
in  the  old  colonies  was  nearly  the  same  as 
now— and  the  increase  of  force  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  new   colonics,    which, 
twenty  in  number,  whether  the  policy 
of  keeping  them  were  good  or  bad,  yet, 
if  kept,  required  to  be  defended  by  s 
military  force.    It  was  obvious,  also,  thst 
a  force  at  home  was  necessary  to  feed  tlm 
force  abroad  ?  unless,  indeed,  it  should  be 
most  inhumanly  suggested,  that  the  Brmj 
which  had  deserved  so  well  of  the  countrj, 
and  which  was  now  to  be  sent  to  difieresl 
foreign  stations,  should  be  transported  for 
life.    The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  hsd 
given  an  opinion  as  to  the  force  n 
for  India ;  but  however  he  might  be  di^ 
posed  to  respedt  the  opraions  of  the  nokh 
lord,  yet  he  could  not  help  distinguisUf 
between  the  suggestions  of  a  person  ii 
office,  and  therefore  responsible,  and 
in  office,  and  therefore  not  responsiUi 
In  courts  of  law  he  believed  it  was 
unusual  to  draw  a  distinction    betwea, 
judicial  and  extra-judicial  opinions: 
latter  of  which,  though  uttered  by  ii{ 
most  eminent  judges,  were  not  of 
weight  with  the  former,  though  e 
from  inferior  judges.     Upon  the 
he  was  as  much  disposed  to  be  econoi 
as  any  man,  but  at  the  same    time 
would  not  compromise  the  security  of 
country. 

The  Marquis  Wellesley^  in  explanati 
said,  that  his  opinion,  whether  judicial 
extra-judicial,  had  been  quoted  on  a  fi 
occasion,  because   ministers    thought 
would  sanction  the  maintenance  of 
men  in  India  in  time  of  peace :  now, 
ever,  that  the  opinion  was  found  to 
to  a  state  of  war  only,  it  was  of  course 
jected  by  ministers  as  utterly  woi 
and  its  weight,  forsooth,  was  to  be 
stroyed  by  calling  it  extra-judicial. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  observed,  that 
the  peace  of  Amiens,  the  estimates 
been  voted  first  for  three  months, 
afterwards  for  sixty-one  days ;  whereat 
the  present  instance,  ministers  had 
upon  the  parliament  to  vote  a  sura  for 
whole  year,  though,  by  their  own  coi 
sion,  they  knew  that  the  whole  sum 
manded  would  not  be  wanted.     It  se 
ais  if  they  had  proposed  the  vote  in 
first  instance  in  its  fullest  extent,  to  f 

would  bear  it;  and  then  if  tM*^^!* 
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nd  it  objected  to,  they  could  afford  to 
re  the  reduction  of  a  part;  on  their 
\  showing,  it  was  evident  that  some 
uction  was  to  have  been  made,  whe- 
r  pariiament  had  interfered  or  not,  and 
8  ministers  would  have  had  the  extra 
ney  at  their  own  disposal.  The  noble 
1  then  referred  to  the  subject  of  the 
inch  contributions,  and  stated,  tliat  on 
I  point  ministers  were  cither  ignorant, 
bad  deceived  parliament.  It  hud  been 
tended  that  this  country  would  not 
'e  to  defray  any  of  the  expenses  of  the 
ly  in  France.  It  appeared,  now,  how- 
r,  on  the  new  estimates,  that  this 
mtry  was  to  be  charged  with  the  pay- 
ntof  that  army,  at  least  in  part;  for 

sum  of  280,0(KV.  was  charged  on  the 
imates.  What  was  the  meaning  of  this  ? 
Die  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
erence  between  the  contributions  and 
expense  of  the  army,  would  require  to 
made  up  by  parliament, 
pie  Earl  of  HossIi^h  said,  that  by  com- 
mg  the  British  share  of  the  coutribu- 
1  with  the  expense  of  the  British  army, 
re  would  be  a  deficiency  of  more  than 
)fiO0L  this  year,  and  480,000/.  hero- 
nry to  be  made  up  by  parliament.  It 
I  fit  the  country  aliould  know  this,  as 
re  had  been  an  attempt  to  keep  up  a 
ieption  on  this  subject. 
l«ord  Grenville  said,  that  the  question 
ich  had  been  brought  under '  the  con- 
oration  of  their  lordships  was  one  of  the 
It  important,  if  not  the  most  important 
t  had  ever  occupied  the  attention  of 
liament.  His  objections  to  the  system 
f  openly  avowed  by  the  noble  earl,  of 
king  this  country  a  great  armed  military 
ion  in  time  of  peace,  rested  upon  va- 
ns grounds.  In  the  first  place,  it  en- 
ed  upon  the  people  an  enormous  lavish 
)enditure  of  money,  which  neither  our 
mces  nor  our  resources  were  able  to 
et ;  but  even  that  evil,  though  a  great 
^  in  the  present  moment,  when  we 
'e  labourmg  under  the  greatest  dis- 
18  of  every  kind,  when  we  were 
ering  in  our  agriculture,  and  in  our 
nmercial  and  financial  interests,  was 
hing  in  his  apprehension,  compared  to 

dangers  that  threatened  the  constitu- 
I.  What  was  the  course  of  argument 
sued  by  the  noble  earl  ?  He  did  not 
tend  to  affirm  that  there  existed  any 
nedlate  cause  for  alarm,  any  immediate 
iBsion  for  so  large  a  military  establish - 
nt.  No!  his  doctrine  was,  that  we 
:e  to  make  ourselves  a  great  military 


power,  in  order  that  we  might  be  prepared 
to  meet  any  danger  which  it  was  within 
the  verge  of  possibility  might  arise.  And 
to  sanction  that  doctrine  he  reminded 
their  lordships  of  a  former  case,  when  in 
the  very  midst  of  peace,  in  the  midst  of  a 
security  which  the  wisest  and  most  en- 
lightened statesmen  of  that  day  believed 
to  be  permanent,  great  perils  burst  forth, 
which  compelled  us  to  assume  an  attitude 
of  war.  The  noble  earl  further  stated,  at 
least  such  was  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  his  speech,  timt  with  tha^  example 
before  our  eyes,  it  would  be  unwise  and 
impolitic  not  to  hbld  ourselves  in  such  a 
state  of  preparation  as  would  enable  us, 
upon  any.  emergency,  to  embark  in  ano- 
ther war  of  equal  extent  and  of  equal 
danger,  that  so  we  might  bring  it  to  a 
conclusion  equally  glorious,  and  equally 
triumphant.  But  how,  he  would  ask  the 
noble  earl,  was  it  that  we  had  been  ena- 
bled to  bring  the  late  war  to  such  a  glo- 
rious issue  ?  By  the  adoption  of  that  very 
system  which  he  now  condemned.  It  was 
because  Mr.  Pitt  was  wiser  than  the  noble 
earl — ^it  was  because  we  practised  economy 
in  time  of  peace,  because  we  reduced  our 
establishments,  because  we  husbanded  our 
resources,  that  we  had  the  means,  the 
energy,  the  power  to  prosecute  that  tre- 
mendous conflict  to  its  issue.  By  per- 
severing in  that  wise  and  politic  system 
also,  it  was  to  be  ascribed  that  we  were 
the  only  nation  of  Europe  which  had  not 
sunk  under  the  pressure  of  circumstances 
— that  we  had  not  been  overwiielmed 
by  that  which  had  overwhelmed  every 
other  country  [Hetor!].  With  respect 
to  the  great  military  force  that  was  to  be 
maintained,  it  now  appeared  that  even  the 
army  in  France  was  ultimately  to  come 
with  some  pressure,  some  burthen  upon 
the  people  of  this  country,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  delusive  representations  hitherto 
made,  leaving  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
entire  expense  of  that  army  would  be 
defrayed  by  the  contributiotis  \o  be  paid 
by  I" ranee.  It  appeared  indeed,  as  if 
no  arrangement,  no  negotiation,  no  con- 
ditions could  take  place  between  this  go- 
vernment and  the  government  of  other 
countries,  without  entailing  some  addi- 
tional burthen  upon  ourselves.  The  noble 
earl,  however,- stated  that  the  safety  of  the 
country  depended  upon  having  the  force 
in  question.  Upon  that  statement  he 
should  offer  a  few  remarks  presently;  but 
he  first  wished  to  press  upon  their  lord- 
I  ships*  attention  that  the  proposed  military 
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follow  them  through  all  their  arfi;un]ent8. 
The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  had  pro- 
fessed a  disinclination  to  accuse  ministers ; 
yet  he  had  had  recourse  to  a  rather  un- 
parliamentary expedient  in  assuming  the 
alterations  made  in  the  estimates  as  a  sub- 
ject of  attack  and  animadversion.  The 
real  question  was  as  to  tlie  amount  of 
men;  and  here  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
laj^ingy  that  if  any  concessions  on  minor 
points  (however  trifling  he  might  deem 
them)  would  render  the  estimates  more 
palatable  to  the  public,  he  should,  as  a 
minister  for  the  public,  think  it  his  duty  to 
give  wa)r;  he  certainly  would  not  fight 
about  minor  points,  however  strongly  he 
might  be  disposed  to  fight  about  the  main 
question  of  policy.  The  noble  marquis 
had  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  staff 
and  the  numerical  army  should  bear  an 
exact  propordon  to  each  other,  but  the 
noble  marquis's  argument  was  founded  on 
a  fallacy:  he  did  not  consider  that  this 
was  tlie  first  year  of  peace ;  that  50,000 
men  were  to  be  disbanded;  that  the  army 
in  France  was  to  be  diminished  ;  that,  in 
fact,  the  country  vras  in  a  state  of  being 
reduced,  but  not  yet  reduced  to  a  peace 
establishment  The  staff,  therefore,  was 
required  for  many  operations  necessary 
for  the  reduction  of  the  army ;  aflter  this 
event,  which  he  would  not  deny,  would  be 
somewhat  accelerated  by  the  parliamen- 
tary call  for  economv.  the  staff  also  miaht 


most  inhumanly  suggested,  1 
which  had  deserved  so  well  ol 
and  which  was  now  to  be  sei 
foreign  stations,  should  be  tr 
life.  The  noble  lord  who  s| 
given  an  opinion  as  to  the  fbi 
for  India;  but  however  he ! 
posed  to  respect  the  opinioiii 
lord,  yet  he  could  not  hdp  i 
between  the  soggettiona  of 
office,  and  thereiore  retpon 
in  office,  and  therefore  not 
In  courts  of  law  he  believe 
unusual  to  draw  a  diitiiici 
judicial  and  extra-judicial  o 
latter  of  which,  though  otl 
most  eminent  judges,  werii 
weight  with  the  former,  ihiq 
from  inferior  judges.  Upa 
he  was  as  much  disposed  to\ 
as  any  man,  but  at  the  si 
would  not  compromise  the  a 
country. 

The  Marquis  JKrf/esAw,  ii 
said,  that  his  opinion,  whetl 
extra-judicial,  had  been  quoi 
occasion,  because  rainmtei 
would  sanction  the  maiaten 
men  in  India  in  time  of  peai 
ever,  that  the  opinion  was 
to  a  state  of  war  only,  it  wi 
jected  by  ministers  as  ntt 
and  its  weight,  forsooth,  < 
stroved  bv  callinir  it  «»v»m. 
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found  it  objected  to,  they  could  afford  to 
spare  the  reduction  of  a  part;  on  their 
own  showing,  it  was  evident  that  some 
reduction  was  to  have  been  made,  whe- 
ther pariiament  had  interfered  or  not,  and 
thus  ministers  would  have  had  the  extra 
money  at  their  own  disposal.  The  noble 
lord  then  referred  to  the  subject  of  the 
French  contributions,  and  stated,  that  on 
this  point  ministers  were  cither  ignorant, 
or  had  deceived  parliament.  It  had  been 
pretended  that  this  country  would  not 
nave  to  defray  any  of  the  expenses  of  the 
army  in  France.  It  appeared,  now,  how- 
ever, on  the  new  estimates,  that  this 
country  was  to  be  charged  with  the  pay- 
ment of  that  army,  at  least  in  part;  for 
the  sum  of  280,0(KV.  was  charged  on  the 
estimates.   What  was  the  meaning  of  this  i 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
di&rence  between  the  contributions  and 
the  expense  of  the  army,  would  require  to 
be  made  up  by  parliament. 

Xhe  Earl'of  liossli^n  said,  that  by  com- 
paring the  British  share  of  the  contribu- 
tion with  the  expense  of  the  British  army, 
tliere  would  be  a  deficiency  of  more  than 
200,000/.  this  year,  and  480,000/.  here- 
after, to  be  made  up  by  parliament.  It 
was  fit  the  country  aliould  know  this,  as 
there  had  been  an  attempt  to  keep  up  a 
deception  on  this  subject. 

Ix>rd  Grewoille  said,  that  the  question 
which  had  been  brought  under '  the  con- 
sideration of  their  lordships  was  one  of  the 
most  important,  if  not  the  most  important, 
that  had  ever  occupied  the  attention  of 
parliament.  His  objections  to  the  system 
now  openly  avowed  by  the  noble  earl,  of 
making  this  country  a  great  armed  military 
nation  in  time  of  peace,  rested  upon  va- 
rious grounds.  In  the  first  place,  it  en- 
tailed upon  the  people  an  enormous  lavish 
expenditure  of  money,  which  neither  our 
finances  nor  our  resources  were  able  to 
meet ;  but  even  that  evil,  though  a  great 
one  in  the  present  moment,  when  we 
were  labouring  under  the  greatest  dis- 
tress of  every  kind,  when  we  were 
suffering  in  our  agriculture,  and  in  our 
commercial  and  financial  interests,  was 
nothing  in  his  apprehension,  compared  to 
the  dangers  that  threatened  the  constitu- 
tion. What  was  the  course  of  argument 
pursued  by  the  noble  earl  I  He  did  not 
pretend  to  affirm  that  there  existed  any 
immediate  cause  for  alarm,  any  immediate 
occasion  for  so  large  a  military  establish- 
ment. No!  his  doctrine  was,  that  we 
were  to  make  ourselves  a  great  military 


power,  in  order  that  we  might  be  prepared 
to  meet  any  danger  which  it  was  within 
the  verge  of  possibility  might  arise.  And 
to  sanction  that  doctrine  he  reminded 
tlieir  lordships  of  a  former  case,  when  in 
the  very  midst  of  peace,  in  the  midst  of  a 
security  which  the  wisest  and  most  en- 
lightened statesmen  of  that  day  believed 
to  be  permanent,  great  perils  burst  forth, 
which  compelled  us  to  assume  an  attitude 
of  war.  The  noble  earl  further  stated,  at 
least  such  was  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  his  speech,  that  with  tlia^  example 
before  our  eyes,  it  would  be  unwise  and 
impolitic  not  to  hbld  ourselves  in  such  a 
state  of  preparation  as  would  enable  us, 
upon  any,  emergency,  to  embark  in  ano- 
ther war  of  equal  extent  and  of  equal 
danger,  that  so  we  mi^ht  bring  it  to  a 
conclusion  equally  glorious,  and  equally 
triumphant.  But  how,  he  would  ask  the 
noble  earl,  was  it  that  we  had  been  ena- 
bled to  bring  the  late  war  to  such  a  glo- 
rious issue  ?  By  the  adoption  of  that  very 
system  which  he  now  condemned.  It  was 
because  Mr.  Pitt  was  wiser  than  the  noble 
earl — it  was  because  we  practised  economy 
in  time  of  peace,  because  we  reduced  our 
establishments,  because  we  husbanded  our 
resources,  that  we  had  the  means,  the 
energy,  the  power  to  prosecute  that  tre- 
mendous conflict  to  its  issue.  By  per- 
severing in  that  wise  and  politic  system 
also,  it  was  to  be  ascribed  that  we  were 
the  only  nation  of  Europe  which  had  not 
sunk  under  the  pressure  of  circumstances 
— that  we  had  not  been  overwiielmed 
by  that  wluch  had  overwhelmed  every 
other  country  [Hetor!].  With  respect 
to  the  great  military  force  that  was  to  be 
maintained,  it  now  appeared  that  even  the 
army  in  France  was  ultimately  to  come 
with  some  pressure,  some  burthen  upon 
the  people  of  this  country,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  delusive  representations  hitherto 
made,  leaving  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
entire  expense  of  that  army  would  be 
defrayed  by  the  contributiotis  to  be  paid 
by  France.  It  appeared  indeed,  as  if 
no  arrangement,  no  negotiation,  no  con- 
ditions could  take  place  between  this  go- 
vernment and  the  government  of  other 
countries,  without  entailing  some  addi- 
tional burthen  upon  ourselves.  The  noble 
earl,  however,' stated  that  the  safety  of  the 
country  depende<l  upon  having  the  force 
in  question.  Upon  that  statement  he 
should  ofler  a  few  remarks  presently;  but 
he  first  wished  to  press  upon  their  lord- 
ships* attention  that  the  proposed  military 
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He  was  prepared,  however,  to  contend 
that  there  was  not  the  smallest  occasion 
for  the  alarm  which  the  noble  enrl  seemed 
to  feel.  But  even  if  he  thought  otherwibc, 
and  if  he  thought  that  great  dangers 
might  arise,  still  he  should  not  be  willing 
to  exchange  our  real  strength,  which  con- 
sisted in  our  navy,  for  the  fallacious  and 
dangerous  strength  that  could  be  derived 
from  a  large  military  establishment.  He 
would  say,  however  desirable  such  an 
establishment  might  be;  however  great 
the  good  miglit  be,  it  was  attainable  only 
at  the  expense  of  a  much  greater  evil,  an 
evil  which  overwhelmed  in  its  conse- 
quences every  possible  benefit  that  could 
be  obtained.  From  precisely  the  same 
principle  he  would  say,  if  it  were  argued 
that  reducing  the  military  force  would 
save  nothing  to  the  country,  still  reduce 
it,  because  though  you  saved  nothing 
else,  you  would  at  least  save  the  con- 
stitution [Hear,  hear  !].  He  believed, 
boxrever,  not  only  that  the  army  might  be 
reduced,  but  that  by  reducing  it,  a  large 
saving  to  the  public  would  take  place. 
Nothmg  which  he  had  yet  heard,  nothing 
which  he  had  yet  read  upon  the  subject, 
no  inquiry  which  he  had  been  able  to 
make,  at  all  convinced  him  that  the  esta- 
blishments might  not  be  reduced  to  what 
they  were  in  the  year  1792.  Since  the 
last  discussion  which  had  taken  place,  he 
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ments  as  the  noble  earl  might 
sary  for  their  safety.  Now, 
to  the  first  part  of  the  argun 
lacy  was  nt  once  proved,  by 
fleeting  upon  the  great  dtfferei 
the  present  peace  and  all  form 
he  would  venture  to  say,  thai 
obtained  net  one  additional 
present  state  of  Europe  would 
cient  ground  for  maintaining 
blishment  in  our  old  colonie 
formerly  kept  up  in  them  [Hi 
— But  what  was  the  nature 
colonies?  Had  they  any  value 
doubted  ly  they  hau  ;  but  no 
venture  to  say  that  their  vab 
commercial  character.  Onr  i 
were  already  labouring  under  t 
difficulties  m  fioding  a  misbi 
produce,  and  it  would  be  cou 
small  evil  to  bring  the  produc 
colonies  in  competition  witht 
only  value,  in  fact,  consisted 
they  were  strong  military  | 
added  to  the  security  of  oui 
sessions  in  that  part  of  the  w 
they  belonged  to  our  enemie 
thought  necessary  to  keep 
in  our  old  colonics,  to  prote 
any  sudden  attack.  Now  t 
to  us,  and  form  a  powerful  < 
still  we  are  to  keep  up  the  s 
force,  though  no  one  can  sa' 
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Stationed  there?  There  was  none.  No ! 
its  safcity  was  owing  to  the  spirit,  the  ac-> 
tinijf  the  fortitude,  the  loyalty  of  that 
very  population  which  was  now  described 
as  inadequate  for  its  defence  [Hear, 
hear!]. — With  respect  to  GibraltaryMalta, 
and  the  Ionian  islands,  what  occasion 
could  there  be  for  so  large  a  proportion 
of  force  for  their  defence  ?  He  would  take 
the  latter  in  particular.  He  would  ask 
their  lordships  to  look  at  the  political 
situation  of  those  islands — at  the  terms 
upon  which  they  were  surrendered  to  us— 
at  the  manner  in  which  they  came  into 
our  hands— -«t  the  neighbours  by  whom 
they  were  surrounded,  and  say  whether 
the^  required  any  force  at  all  ?  He  firmly 
beheved  thi^t  a  serjeant  of  marines,  with  a 
few  men « under  him,  to  hoist  the  colours 
on  a  birth-day,  were  all  the  military  aid 
which  was  necessary  for  them.— As  to  the 
number  of  men  which  were  stated  to  be 
necessary  for  reliefs,  that  argument  had 
been  so  triumphantly  answered  by  a  noble 
friend,  that  he  should  feel  it  necessary 
only  to  recall  it  to  the  recollection  of  their 
lordships.  He  was  convinced,  therefore, 
that  in  every  one  of  the  colonies,  and 
above  all  in  Great  Britain,  the  military 
force  might  be  reduped  at  least  one-third ; 
such  a  reduction  wS  not  only  practicable, 
but  expedient.  The  amount  of  saving,  if 
a  reduction  to  that  extent  were  adopted, 
he  would  now  briefly  show  from  a  rough, 
primd  Jade  calculation,  founded  upon  the 
estimates  themselves.  They  were,  in  fact, 
the  only  ground  upon  which  he  could  go, 
as  he  was,  of  course,  possessed  of  no  ofR- 
cial  information  beyond  what  they  com- 
municated. The  whole  force,  according 
to  the  reduced  estimates,  would  require  a 
sum  of  about  9,500,000^  from  which  was 
to  be  deducted  500,000/.  for  savings,  that 
would  arise  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
leaving  a  round  sum  of  9,000,000/.  The 
extraordinaries  were  expected  to  amount 
to  between  three  and  four  millions,  so  that 
twelve  millions  might  be  considered  as  the 
aggregate  of  the  expense  incurred  for  the 
99,000  men.  Of  that  sum  a  considerable 
portion  did  not  depend  upon  the  amount 
of  force  to  be  kept  up,  being  for  the  half- 
pay,  supernumeraries,  &c.  They  amounted 
to  about  two  millions,  which  would  reduce 
the  whole  to  ten  millions.  There  might, 
perhaps,  be  other  articles  of  a  similar  de- 
scription not  distinctly  specified,  which 
would  probably  require  one  million  more, 
and  that  deduction  would  leave  the  gross 
amount  at  nine  millions*  If.  then,  the 
(VOL.  XXXIII.) 


army  were  reduced  one-third,  that  was 
from  99,000  to  66,000,  he  should  like  to 
know  how  it  could  be  proved  that  one- 
third  of  those  nine  millions  would  not  also 
be  saved.  The  course,  however,  which 
he  would  earnestly  recommend  their  lord- 
ships to  pursue  was,  to  go  into  a  detailed 
examination  of  all  the  estimates,  item  by 
item,  and  he  had  not  the  smallest  doubt  it 
would  be  found  that  a  reduction  to  the 
extent  which  he  had  stated  might  be  ac« 
complished.  The  object  was  one  of  infi- 
nite importance,  not  merely  in  a  financial 
point  of  view — for  he  valued  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country  above  its  finances 
[Hear,  hear!].  The  more  he  observed 
the  practices  and  notions  which  were  be- 
coming prevalent  witi)  respect  to  military 
establishments,  the  influence  which  tliose 
notions  had  upon  all  ranks  of  society,  and 
the  dangers  with  which  they  were  preg- 
nant, the  more  he  was  convinced  tliat  a 
great  and  alarming  evil  was  threatening  the 
liberties  and  independence  of  the  country. 
The  perils  in  which  we  were  placed  from 
our  agricultural,  from  our  commercial,  and 
from  our  financial  distresses,  he  acknow- 
ledged to  be  great  and  imminent;  but 
much  greater  and  more  imminent,  in  his 
opinion,  were  those  perils  which  menaced 
us  from  the  maintenance  of  so  immense  a 
standing  army  in  a  time  of  profound  peace 
[Hear,  hear !]. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

British  Aaict  in  France.]  The 
Earl  of  Rosslyn  again  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  subject  of  the  French 
contributions.  He  thought  it  a  most 
shameful  circumstance  that  ministers 
should  have  received  a  sum  of  880^000/. 
from  France,  and  have  applied  it  to  their. 
own  uses  without  accounting  to  parlia- 
ment. He  concluded  with  moving  for  an 
account  of  the  monies  so  received. 

Lord  Holland  animadverted  in  severe 
terms  upon  the  conduct  of  the  noble  earl, 
in  not  having  come  down  to  parliament  in 
the  first  instance,  and  communicated  the 
circumstance.  The  precedent,  he  con- 
tended, was  one  of  a  most  alarming  and 
dangerous  description.  There  was  a  pe- 
riod in  our  history  in  which  similar  pro- 
ceedings had  nearly  subverted  the  liberties 
of  the  country.  Charles  2nd  and  James  2nd 
received  pecuniary  aid  from  France,  for 
the  avowed  purpossr  of  subduing  our  inde- 
pendence. He  really  thought  that  some 
further  explanation  than  what  had  yet 
fallen  from  the  uohle  earl  was  necessary, 
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and  ID  his  opinion  he  could  not  do  better 
thtth  come  aown  to  that  House  with  a  bill 
of  indemnitj  for  the  share  which  he  had 
had  in  the  transaction. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
paper  moTed  for  bj  the  noble  marquis 
would  bring  the  subject  regularly  beK>re 
their  lordships,  when  it  coiDd  be  diroas- 
■ionately  argued,  and  when  he  should  be 
prepared  to  give  every  explanation.  All 
he  could  say  at  present  was,  that  the  sum 
in  question  was  part  of  a  contribution 
which  the  allied  powers,  having  military 
possession  of  France,  levied  upon  that 
oountry/and  which,  by  a  convention  en- 
tered into,  was  to  be  employed  in  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  armies  to  be  main- 
tained there. 

Lord  GrewnUe  observed,  that  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  pay- 
ing the  British  army  in  France,  haa  no 
reference  whatever  to  any  possible  surplus 
of  expense 'which  might  arise  beyond 
what  the  contributions  paid  bv  the  French 
government  would  cover.  The  object  of 
tnat  resolution  was  a  wise  and  constitu- 
tional one.  It  was  to  get  rid  of  that  dan- 
gerous anomaly  in  our  constitutional  prac- 
tice, of  having  a  large  army  in  a  foreign 
country,  paid  by  a  foreign  power,  and  con- 
•eauently  placed  beyond  the  control  and 
influence  of  parliament.  He  would  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  neither  the  House  of 
Commons  nor  the  country  anticipated 
the  idea  of  any  charge  falling  to  us  for 
the  support  of  the  army  in  France.  The 
expense  of  that  army  was  understood  to 
be  completely  provided  for,  by  the  con- 
tributions payable  from  the  French  go- 
vernment. He  considered  the  present 
subject  as  one  of  the  greatest  importance, 
in  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  that  a 
British  minister  should  receive  large  sums 
iVom  a  foreign  state,  and  appropriate  them 
without  making   any  communication   to 

garliament ;  and  heT  trusted  that  it  would 
e  brought  before  their  lordships,  in  a 
manner  difierent  from  the  present  acci- 
dental mode  of  discussing  it. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  condemned 
the  proceedings  of  the  noble  6arl,  as  un- 
precedented in  the  history  of  the  country, 
and  as  being  fraught  with  the  greatest 
danger  to  the  constitution.  If  so  large  a 
sum  as  880,000/.  might  be  thus  received 
and  employed  by  a  minister  without  the 
sanction  of  parliament,  why  might  not  a 
much  larper  sum  be  so  received  and  so 
emploved  ?  Or  why  might  not  a  British 
army  be  kept  in  any  part  of  the  continent 
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in  the  pay  of  a  foreign  power,  without  any 
control  over  it  by  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land? It  was  impossible  to  view  audi 
proceedings  without  the  greatestalarm,  and 
their  lordships  would  abandon  their  dutj 
if  they  did  not  make  it  a  subject  of  their 
most  serious  and  deliberate  consideratioo. 
Earl  Grey  said,  he  could  not  suffer  the 
present  discussion  to  close  without  ex- 
pressing the  sentiments  of  indignation  ami 
astonishment  with  which  he  waa  almost 
overpowered*  He  did  not  mean  to  accuse 
the  noble  earl  of  a  deliberate  intention  to 
deceive  the  country  with  respect  to  the 
support  of  the  British  army  in  France,  bat 
certainly  the  effect  of  his  declarations 
upon  that  subject  had  been  to  deceive  it 
in  the  most  decided  manner.  Until  that 
night  it  was  universally  believed,  that  the 
charge  for  maintaining  that  army  woold  be 
covered  wholly  and  exclusively  by  the 
amount  of  contributions  to  be  paid  by  the 
French  government;  but  when  bis  noble 
friend,  with  that  acuteness  which  distin- 
guished him  upon  all  questions  of  that 
kind,  showed  that  in  the  present  ytiar  we 
should,  in  fact,  have  to  pay  above  200,0001, 
and  in  the  next  year  nearly  480,000^. ;  then, 
and  not  till  then,  the  noble  earl  had  admitted 
the  fact,  becaiuse  he  owld  not  disprove  it. 
With  respect  to  what^ad  been  the  eon- 
duct  of  the  noble  earl  in  appropriating 
the  880,000^  already  received,  without 
makinff  any  communication  to  parliament 
upon  we  subject,  he  did  not  wish  to  use 
any  harsh  or  intemperate  expression,  but 
he' would  venture  to  say,  that  it  was  an 
act  of  delinquency  on  the  part  of  that  no* 
ble  earl,  which  in  the  better  times  of  our 
history,  would  have  been  followed  by  an 
act  of  punishment  [Hear,  hearlQ.  As 
had  been  %^11  observed  by  his  noble  friend 
who  spoke  last,  if  the  principle  were  once 
admitted  that  a  British  minister  might  re- 
ceive and  apply  such  a  sum,  at  his  own 
pleasure  and  discretion,  where  would  the 
practice  stop,  or  why  might  not  a  larger 
sura,  as  many  millions  for  instance,  be  re- 
ceived and  used  in  the  saume*  unconstitu- 
tional manner?  [Hear,  hearQ  The  noble 
earl  (Liverpool)  had  said  that  this  sum 
was  not  obtained  in  consequence  of  the 
treaty,  or  of  any  convention,  but  was  paid 
as  part  of  a  contribution  into  the  military 
chest  of  this  country,  prior  to  the  contu- 
sion of  the  treaties.  The  treaties,  it  waa 
well  known,  were  finally  ratified  on  or 
before  the  20th  of  November,  prior  to 
which,  according  to  the  noble  lord's  own 
account^  the  money  bad  been  obtainedt 
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and  parliameiit  had  been  convened  on  the 
Ist  pf  Februarjt  yet  on  this  day,  the  5th 
ci  April,  their  lordahips  had  for  the  first 
time  heard  of  such  a  sum  befng  procured 
^Hear!].  And  how  had  they  been  in- 
tormed  of  it  ?  Not  by  any  wish  of  the  noble 
earl  to  give  them  information,  but  solely 
through  accident,  in  consequence  of  the 
vigilance  of  his  noble  friend.  No  dispo- 
aitioB  appeared  to  exist  in  the  roinds  of 
ministers  to  give  any  account  of  this  sum 
to  parliament.  It  was  to  remain  locked 
up,  not  in  the  view  of  defraybg  the  ex- 
penses to  which  the  country  had  already 
i>een  put,  not  with  the  kitention  of,  in  the 
smallest  degree,  alleviating  the  pressure 
iinder  which  the  country  groanea,  but  it 
«pas  to  remain  there  prospectively  to  gra- 
tify the  inclinations  of  ministers  in  future. 
He  put  it  to  their  lordships,  whether  such 
conauct  was  consistent  with  the  high  re- 
sponsibility which  ministers  owed  to  par- 
liament* Was  it  either  congenial  to  the 
principles  of  the  constitution,  or  to  the 
respect  which  ministers  should  naturally 
feel  for  parliament?  Such  an  iniquitous 
transaction  could  not  be.too  severely  re- 
probated. It  was  a  departure  from  the 
line  of  duty  which  ministers  owed  to  the 
xountry,  it  was  a  MBtempt  for  the  dignity 
iind  authority  of  pmiament.  He  certainly 
thought  it  impossible  for  parliament  to 
shut  their  eyes  on  such  conduct,  and  if 
they  did  not  censure  and  punish  those  who 
had  been  concerned  in  it;  they  ought  at 
least  to.  guard  the  public  against  the  dar- 
ing impositions  of  such  men  in  future* 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Bank  Loam  Bill.]  On  the  motion 
for  the  Bank  Loan  bill  being  read  a  second 
time. 

Lord  Grenxnlley  in  a  most  eloquent 
speedi,  stated  his  entire  dissatisfaction 
with  the  bargain  ministers  had  concluded 
with  the  bank,  and  which  they  had  now 
•submitted  to  parliament.  It  was  ii  bar- 
gain unjust  in  its  consequences  to  the 
people  oif  England,  and  conducted  on  the 
most  imfiroper  principles  by  ministers. 
After  a  statement  of  the  balances  in  the 
bank  belonging  to  the  public  in  1806, 
1807,  1811,  and  1816,  his  lordship  ob- 
served, that  he  had  read  with  peculiar  sa- 
tisfaction a  speech  lately  published  by 
Mr.  Grenfell,  which  contained  die  most 
luminous,  admirable,  and  unanswerable 
details  he  had  ever  met  with.  In  that 
pamphlet  it  was  shown  in  the  most  satis- 
factory manner,  that  in  all  their  trans- 


actions with  ministers,  the  bank,  had 
been  peculiarly  successful  in  promoCmg 
their  own  interests,  while  those  of 
the  public  had  been  sacrificed.  The  lap 
hours  of  that  independent  and  public  spi- 
rited gentleman  would  be  CTi^wned  ■  by 
public  advantage.  Motions  founded  on 
his  lucid  statement  might  be  lost,  but  the 
object  would  be  attained.  He  had  no 
doubt,  but  the  voice  of  the  country,  aided 
by  the  force  of  truth,  would  compel  mt>- 
nisters,  however  reluctantly,  to  make  a 
powerful  stand  against  the  bank.  With- 
out tlie  aid  of  parliament,  the  treasury 
were  unable  to  make  this  stand,  for  the 
bank  had  now  become  too  powerful  for 
them.  But  he  predicted  Jthat  by  clear 
statements  of  the  natul'e  of  thingtf,  the 
eyes  of  tlie  public  would  no  longer  be  shut, 
but  that  they  would  hereafter  compel  the 
bank  to  do  their  duty.  The  noble  lord 
then  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  his  negociation 
with  the  bank  in  1806-7,  and  concluded 
with  a  powerful  appeal  to  the  feelings  of 
their  lordships  against  the, bargain  con- 
cluded by  mmisters.  At  the  present  pe- 
riod they  had  pledged  themselves  to  adopt 
measures  of  economy,  yet  they  sacrificed 
240,000/.  of  the  public  money  every  year 
without  any  plausible  reason.  The  coun- 
try had  been  told  of  the  threats  which  the 
bank  held  out,  unless  parliament  sanctioned 
this  bargain.  These  threats  were  to  him 
a  matter  of  little  moment,  for  if  ministers 
had  but  the  jirmness  and  resolution  to  do 
their  duty,  the  bank  could  not  and  would 
not  refuse  to  give  them  the  money. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  argued  the  pro- 
priety of  the  agreement  with  the  bank, 
from  the  charter  granted  to  it  by  Mr.  Pitt 
in  1799,  from  the  arrangement  made  by 
Lord  Grenville  in  1806,  and  from  the  re- 
solutions adopted  by  parliament  in  conse- 
quence of  the  report  of  a  committee  ex- 
pressly appointea  in  1808.  The  balances 
m  the  bank  he  considered  to  be  npw  de- 
creasing in  consequence  of  the  dinlnutioa 
of  public  expenditure,  and  the  present 
bargain  had  been  conducted  on  as  liberal 
principles  as  any  ever  adopted  by  any  ad- 
ministration. He  deprecated  the  idea  of 
withdrawing  the  balances  out  of  the  bank 
on  this  principle,  that  as  the  bank  paid  the 
dividends  of  the  public  creditor  it  was  fair 
they  should  have  some  funds  to  meet  the 
expenditure. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  protested 
against  the  agreement,  as  granting  a  power 
to  the  bank  which  diey  had  no  right  what- 


) 


■f. 


:) 


the  luminous  view  which  his  noble  friend 
had  taken  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  expressed  his 
concurrence  with  the  sentiments  of  his  no- 
ble friends*  and  declared  his  entire  dissa- 
tisfaction with  the  bargain  made  by  mi- 
nisters, as  unjust  to  the  public,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  very  great  ascendency  it 
gave  the  bank.  Ministers  seemed  not  to 
know  their  ^own  powers  ;  and  whatever  was 
the  cause  which  they  might  assign  for  the 
transaction,  it  must  he  obvious  to  all,  that 
had  they  spoke  with  firmness  and  energy, 
the  bank  would  have  agreed  to  their  terms. 
He  deprecated  the  continuance  of  such 
power  in  the  bank,  as  dangerous  to  tlic 
interests  of  the  public. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
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CiiEESK  Duties  Bill.]  Mr.  Robinson 
moved,  that  the  butter  duties  bill  should  be 
committed,  which  was  accordingly  done, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Monday.  IJpon  the  motion  for  going  into 
A  committee  on  the  Cheese  Duties  Bill, 

Sir  M*  W.  Ridley  said,  he  waji  afraid 
the  proposed  duty  upon  the  importation 
of  clieesc  would  operate  not  as  a  protect- 
ing one,  but  amount  almost  to  a  prohi- 
bition, which  would  have  the  effect  of 
rendering  that  article  of  subsistence,  so 
important  to  the  poorer  classes,  much 
dearer  than   it  now  was.     He  admitted 


avoid,  OS  much  as  possible,  an 
might  tend  to  make  the  me 
as  a  prohibition,  and  he  1 
taken  it  in  reference  to  th 
between  the  prices  of  butte 
namely,  at  about  one  half 
assure  the  committee  that 
further  from  his  intention  thi 
a  prohibitory  act,  and  if  it  i 
so,  which  he  did  not  anticip 
be  necessary  to  re-consider  t 

Mr.  Cater aj*i  was  not  friei 
generally  on  articles  of  necn 
i  efiect  oi'  the  butter  protecii 
to  make  the  butter  dealer 
turn  their  attention  chiefl 
This  was,  therefore,  a  pa 
One  effect  of  the  protects 
be  to  give  more  means  to  i 
employing  the  poor.  Th't 
the  cheese  trade  did  not  r 
Urly  to  Ireland  ;  but  had  gr 
the  regulation  for  the  buti 
jrelieving  Ireland  we  must 
'much  on  interests  in  Cnglai 
sent  measure  was  only  to  1 
as  a  measure  of  experiment 
of  a  prohibitory  nature  he 
intended.  We  had  only  t 
own  interests  by  a  protectio 
a  prohibitory  duty. 

Sir  C  Biirreli  thought, 
necessary  it  might   be    to 
brandi    of  the    agricultur 
should  not  be  done   at  tb 
other  interests. 
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found  it  objected  to,  they  could  afford  to 
spare  the  reduction  of  a  part ;  on  their 
own  showing,  it  was  evident  that  some 
reduction  was  to  have  been  made,  whe- 
ther parliament  had  interfered  or  not,  and 
thus  ministers  would  have  had  the  extra 
money  at  their  own  disposal.  The  noble 
lord  then  referred  to  the  subject  of  the 
French  contributions,  and  stated,  that  on 
this  point  ministers  were  either  ignorant, 
or  had  deceived  parliament.  It  had  been 
pretended  that  this  country  would  not 
nave  to  defray  any  of  the  expenses  of  the 
army  in  France.  It  appeared,  now,  how- 
ever, on  the  new  estimates,  that  this 
country  was  to  be  charged  with  the  pay- 
ment of  that  army,  at  least  in  part;  for 
the  sum  of  280,00(V.  was  charged  on  the 
estimates.   What  was  the  meaning  of  this  i 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
difference  between  the  contributions  and 
the  expense  of  the  army,  would  require  to 
be  made  up  by  parliament. 

Xhe  Earl  of  liosdifn  said,  that  by  com- 
paring the  British  share  of  the  contribu- 
tion with  the  expense  of  the  British  army, 
there  would  be  a  deficiency  of  more  than 
200,000/.  this  year,  and  480,000/.  here- 
after* to  be  made  up  by  parliament.  It 
was  fit  the  country  aliould  know  this,  as 
there  had  been  an  attempt  to  keep  up  a 
deception  on  this  subject. 

Ix>rd  Grenville  said,  that  the  question 
which  had  been  brought  under '  the  con- 
sideration of  their  lordships  was  one  of  the 
most  important,  if  not  the  most  important 
that  had  ever  occupied  the  attention  of 
parliament.  His  objections  to  the  system 
now  openly  avowed  by  the  noble  earl,  of 
making  this  country  a  great  armed  military 
nation  in  time  of  peace,  rested  upon  va- 
rious grounds.  In  the  first  place,  it  en- 
tailed upon  the  people  an  enormous  lavish 
expenditure  of  money,  which  neither  our 
finances  nor  our  resources  were  able  to 
meet ;  but  even  that  evil,  though  a  great 
one  in  the  present  moment,  when  we 
were  labourmg  under  the  greatest  dis- 
tress of  every  kind,  when  we  were 
suffering  in  our  agriculture,  and  in  our 
commercial  and  financial  interests,  was 
nothing  in  his  apprehension,  compared  to 
the  dangers  that  threatened  the  constitu- 
tion. What  was  the  course  of  argument 
pursued  by  the  noble  earl  I  He  did  not 
pretend  to  affirm  that  there  existed  any 
immediate  cause  for  alarm,  any  immediate 
occasion  for  so  large  a  military  establish- 
ment. No!  his  doctrine  was,  that  we 
were  to  make  ourselves  a  great  military 


power,  in  order  that  we  might  be  prepared 
to  meet  any  danger  which  it  was  within 
the  verge  of  possibility  might  arise.  And 
to  sanction  that  doctrine  he  reminded 
their  lordships  of  a  former  case,  when  in 
the  very  midst  of  peace,  in  the  midst  of  a 
security  which  the  wisest  and  most  en- 
lightened statesmen  of  that  day  believed 
to  be  permanent,  great  perils  burst  forth, 
which  compelled  us  to  assume  an  attitude 
of  war.  The  noble  earl  further  stated,  at 
least  such  was  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  his  speech,  that  with  tha^  example 
before  our  eyes,  it  would  be  unwise  and 
impolitic  not  to  hbld  ourselves  in  such  a 
state  of  preparation  as  would  enable  us, 
upon  any,  emergency,  to  embark  in  ano- 
ther war  of  equal  extent  and  of  equal 
danger,  that  so  we  mi^ht  bring  it  to  a 
CQpclusion  equally  glorious,  and  equally 
triumphant.  But  how,  he  would  ask  the 
noble  earl,  was  it  that  we  had  been  ena- 
bled to  bring  the  late  war  to  such  a  glo- 
rious issue  ?  By  the  adoption  of  that  very 
system  which  he  now  condemned.  It  was 
because  Mr.  Pitt  was  wiser  than  the  noble 
earl — it  was  because  we  practised  economy 
in  time  of  peace,  because  we  reduced  our 
establishments,  because  we  husbanded  our 
resources,  that  we  had  the  means,  the 
energy,  the  power  to  prosecute  that  tre- 
mendous conflict  to  its  issue.  By  per- 
severing in  that  wise  and  politic  system 
also,  it  was  to  be  ascribed  that  we  were 
the  only  nation  of  Europe  which  had  not 
sunk  under  the  pressure  of  circumstances 
— that  we  had  not  been  overwhelmed 
by  that  which  had  overwhelmed  every 
other  country  [Hetor!].  With  respect 
to  the  great  military  force  that  was  to  be 
maintained,  it  now  appeared  that  even  the 
army  in  France  was  ultimately  to  come 
with  some  pressure,  some  burthen  upon 
the  people  of  this  country,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  delusive  representations  hitherto 
made,  leaving  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
entire  expense  of  that  army  would  be 
defrayed  by  the  contributioi)s  \o  be  paid 
by  I' ranee.  It  appeared  indeed,  as  if 
no  arrangement,  no  negotiation,  no  con- 
ditions could  take  place  between  this  go- 
vernment and  the  government  of  other 
countries,  without  entailing  some  addi- 
tional burthen  upon  ourselves.  The  noble 
earl,  however,^ stated  that  the  safety  of  the 
country  depended  upon  having  the  force 
in  question.  Upon  that  statement  he 
should  offer  a  few  remarks  presently;  but 
he  first  wished  to  press  upon  their  lord- 
ships* attention  that  the  proposed  military 
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Mr.  Bennet  aaid,  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  this 
billy  or  to  throw  any  obstractions  in  the 
way  of  its  progress  at  present.  When  the 
bill  came  into  a  comniitteey  however,  he 
ahould  take  an  opportunity  of  moving  the 
insertion  of  the  words  *<  two  years/  in- 
stead of  "  five  years,"  meaning  to  limit 
Che  duration  of  the  bill  to  the  smaller 
period.  On  this  occasion  he  would,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House,  offer  some 
renarks.  He  believed  this  was  a  subject 
with  which  the  House  was  very  little  ac- 
ouainted — he  meant  the  state  of  our  set- 
Uement  at  Botany  Bay.  He  did  not  mean 
to  carry  the  House  back  to  the  period 
when  the  original  settlement  was  founded. 
It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  observe,  that 
for  many  years  the  expense  of  the  colony 
in  New  South  Wales  had  been  extremely 
burthensomc  on  this  country.  It  was  now 
high  time  that  parliament  should  endea- 
vour to  control  ttiis  expense,  and  inquire 
how  far  its  continuance  was  consistent 
with  the  interests  of  the  kingdom.  Pre- 
vious to  1810,  the  annual  expense  of  the 
colony  had  amounted  to  100,000/.,  but  in 
the  year  1810  itself,  the  estimate  of  ex- 
penses was  taken  at  175,000/.  although  it 
was  allowed  that  the  number  of  convicts 
had  diminished  one-third.  He  had  not 
yet  seen  the  repprt  of  the  expenses  of  the 
years  1811  and  1812,  but  in  all  proba- 
bility they  had  been  much  greater.  From 
1810  to  1812,  he  understood  the  number 
of  persons  sent  to  Botany  Bay  amounted 
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jrears  initead  of  fivcy  when  the  bill  went 
into  the  committee. 

Mr.  Goulbum  said,  he  would  shortly 
allude  to  two  circumstances  on  which  the 
last  speaker  had  dwelt  at  considerable 
length-;  namely,  the  depraTity  of  morals 
in  that  colony  and  the  improvement  which 
had  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  last 
five  years,  of  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  not  fully  aware.  The  cnmes  com- 
mitted in  the  early  years  of  that  colony 
must  necessarily  have  been  great  in  num- 
ber ;  yet  it  was  somewhat  satisfactory  to 
learn,  from  recent  intelligence,  that  morals 
had  been  considerably  ameliorated,  and 
the  catalogue  of  crimes  comparatively 
small.  Some  better  regulations  had  been 
adopted  for  the  prevention  of  crime  and 
the  encouragement  of  virtuous  habits.  He 
felt  it  his  duty  to  state  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman seemed  to  be  in  error  respecting 
the  number  of  punishments,  and  particu- 
larly of  executions.  Corporal  punishments 
were  far  from  being  so  n-equentfas  he  be- 
lieved. When  the  convicts  were  landed 
they  were  consigned  partly  to  families  who 
baa  settled  there,  and  partly  to  govern- 
ment. Those  who  were  consigned  to  fa- 
milies had  generally  been  reformed,  and, 
by  the  propriety  of  their  conduct,  shown 
the  sincerity  of  their  repentance  for  their 
former  offences.  Many  of  them  had  been 
chosen  to  fill  situations  of  respectability, 
many  of  them  had  returned  to  this  coun- 
try, and  were  now,  by  good  conduct,  do- 
ing honour  to  the  society  which  they  had 
once  disgraced.  Those  who  were  con- 
signed to  government  service  were  worked 
in  gangs,  and  for  the  sake  of  good  order 
it  was  sometimes  necessary  to  punish 
some.  Yet  so  far  was  this  punishment 
•  from  being  inflicted  by  the  overseer,  that 
it  could  not  be  done  unless  by  order  of  a 
magistrate,  and  even  then  only  twenty-five 
lashes  were  awarded.  By  reading  the 
reports  of  the  two  last  years,  it  would  be 
found  that  executions  were  also  rare.  In 
that  period  the  whole  number  condemned 
to  die  was  twenty,  and  of  these  only  six 
had  suffered  death,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  convicted  of  murder.  He  would  ask 
the  House  if  this  did  not,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, prove  the  truth  of  what  he  was  say- 
ing? He  begged  the  House  would  not 
form  a  rash  opinion  respecting  the  dege* 
Aeracy  of  the  colony.  If  they  read  the 
returns  of  the  last  two.years,  they  would 
find  the  number  of  crimes  decreased,  that 
marriages  had  become  firequent,  and  that 
BOW,  on  good  groundsi  every  hope  might 


be  entertained  of  the  progressive  lunelio- 
ration  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  Lockhart  certainly  thought  trans- 
portation was  far  firom  being  so  lenient  a 
mode  of  punishment  as  some  people  ima- 
gined. It  certainly,  in  respect  to  refor- 
mation, was  infinitely  superior  to  a  pri- 
son, as  there  very  little  chance  of  refor* 
mation  was  to  be  liad.  Two  modes 
might  be  suggested  for  diminishing  the 
number  of  punishments.  The  first  was 
the  education  of  the  children  of  poor  pa- 
rents. And  here  he  was  glad  to  observe 
the  spirited  exertions  so  happily  making 
by  all  classes  for  this  interesting  object. 
It  was  only  by  enlightening  the  ignorant 
that  we  had  any  rational  hopes  of  re- 
claiming the  vicious.  The  other  mode 
was  that  of  appointing  a  permanent  tri- 
bunal in  London  for  the  trial  of  minof 
offences  (he  meant  by  these  every  crime 
short  of  murder,  forgery,  or  such  aggra- 
vated breaches  of  the  law)  which  he  had 
no  doubt  would  have  a  better  effect  than 
the  mode  at  present,  of  waiting  from  ond 
sessions  to  another.  The  terror  of  imme- 
diate punishment  might  in  all  probability 
diminish  the  catalogue  of  crimes,  but  the 
former  mode  he  had  proposed  was  the 
better  calculated  to  establish  virtuous  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  Hoifbrd  could  not  concur  with  the 

Principles  of  this  bill,  as  he  considered  ic 
y  no  means  fitted  to  produce  the  effects 
intended.  The  improvements  which  the 
bill  of  last  year  had  professed  to  introduce 
were  really  nothing  at  all,  as  they  con- 
sisted only  in  a  name  being  given  to  th^ 
person  who  had  the  superintendance  of 
the  colony.  Nor  did  ne  perceive  that 
mighty  improvement  in  morals  of  which 
an  hon.  member  had  spoken  so  highly. 
There  were  two  points  to  which  he  par- 
ticularly called  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  first  was  the  propriety  of  separating 
the  convicts.  In  die  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  1812,  a  plan  had  been  presented 
to  the  House  for  subdividing  the  hulks 
into  small  4ivisions,  and  one  had  actually 
been  fitted  up  in  that  state.  He  was 
sorry  now  to  see  that  plan  abandoned,  as 
from  the  intermixture  of  the  convicts  much 
danger  might  be  apprehended.  In  the 
hul&  it  was  well  known  there  were  per- 
sons of  all  classes,  young  and  old,  some 
for  seven  years,  some  for  fourteen,  and 
some  waitme  to  be  carried  to  a  distant 
country  for  life.  Varied  as  the  punish- 
ments thus  were  in  proportion  to  their 
crimeii  it  was  evident  their  hardihood 
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must  be  more  or  lest  varied  also.  It  was 
therefore  requisite  that  a  proper  distinc- 
tion should  be  made  between  them.  The 
divisions  he  understood  were  now  to  be 
reduced  to  six  or  seven,  on  pretence  of 
of  there  being  a  want  of  air.  He  was  at 
Sheerness  in  June  last,  and  went  down  to 
one  of  the  hulks  at  nine  and  at  twelve  o'clock, 
midnight,  but  he  saw  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend any  danger  from  this.  In  the  divi- 
aons  now  proposed,  sixty  or  seventy  men 
would  be  connned  together  in  one  place, 
the  baneful  consequences  of  which  were 
too  obvious  to  require  being  mentioned. 
The  second  point  he  wished  the  House 
to  attend  to  was,  the  necessity  of  keep- 
ing a  careful  account  of  the  earnings  of 
the  convicts.  The  act  of  parliament  re- 
quired officers  to  keep  a  particular  account 
of  this,  but  somehow  or  other  it  was  to- 
tally neglected.  There  was,  indeed,  an 
account  given,  but  it  was  far  from  being 
so  minute  or  accurate  as  he  wished  it  to 
be,  as  it  merely  gave  the  average  of  labour 
performed  by  the  whole,  without  specify- 
ing the  particular  hulk  in  which  the  per- 
son belonged,  and  this  account  even  in  its 
defective  state  was  not  checked  by  the 
proper  person  who  should  do  it.  Now, 
what  he  wished  to  be  done  was,  that  a 
particular  account  should  be  kept  of  the 
earnings  of  each  vessel,  that  thus  the  pub- 
lic might  know  which  were  or  were  not 
useful.  The  House  were  now  told  that 
the  convicts  were  to  be  removed  from 
Cumberland  Fort,  in  conseouence  of  the 
work  at  that  place  being  done.  Why, 
the  very  same  thing  was  told  in  1812,  yet 
the  convicts  were  there  still.  From  the 
average  he  had  taken  of  the  accounts,  he 
found  that  at  Woolwich  the  labour  of  the 
convicts  was  equal  to  paid  labour,  and  at 
Sheerness  two-thirds  of  paid  labour.  He 
could  not  see  that  difficulty  which  some 
supposed  in  keeping  accounts.  With  re- 
spect to  transportation,  it  was  evidently 
improper  to  carry  persons  to  Botany  Bay 
who  had  been  adjudged  to  seven  years 
transportation,  as  probably  the  half  of 
tlieir  time  was  over  before  they  could  be 
removed,  and  it  was  very  hard  on  the  un- 
happy individual  to  leave  him  at  the  ex- 
piry of  his  servitude  in  that  colony.  Hence 
lie  approved  of  penitentiary  houses  and  of 
hulks,  but  he  would  wish  the  House  to 
adopt  some  salutary  regulations  in  pro- 
portion to  their  importance. 

Mr.  Addington  observed,. that  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  seemed  to  think  the 
system  of  transportatiooi  as  it  was  now 
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acted  upon,  radically  bad ;  he  had  betterp 
then,  turn  his  undivided  attention  to  tha 
subject  with  a  view  to  propose  a  substi* 
tute  for  it.  It  had  been  his  (Mr.  Ad« 
dington's)  intention  to  introduce  a  bill 
which  would  consolidate  the  acts  in  force 
relative  to  this  subject,  but  he  had  found 
so  many  difficulties  to  encounter,  that  be 
was  for  the  moment  compelled  to  desist  i 
he  did  not,  however,  ultimately  despair  of 
effecting  his  object.  As  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  prison-ships,  to  which  his  hoQ« 
friend  had  alluded,  he  assured  the  House 
that  every  attention  had  been  paid  to  the 
subject.  With  respect  to  the.  excellent 
report  on  the  state  of  the  prisons,  many 
of  the  alterations  suggested  in  it  had  been 
adopted,  and  others  were  under  considera- 
tion. His  hon.  friend  had  adverted  to  the 
model  of  a  prison-ship,  which  had  been 
exhibited  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  of 
which  he  seemed  to  approve.  Now,  ao« 
cording  to  that  plan,  the  convicts  would 
be  divided  into  40  classes,  and  very  consi* 
derable  expense  and  much  inconveDience 
would  be  created.  At  present,  the  con* 
victs  on  board  each  of  the  prison-ships 
were  formed  into  seven  classes.  The 
worst  description  were  placed  in  the  class 
No.  1,  those  who  were  better,  in  No.  ^ 
and  so  on,  progressively,  till  they  came 
to  No.  7,  which  contained  the  best  con- 
ducted of  the  prisoners,  and  the  chapkin 
reported,  from  time  to  time,  those  who^ 
from  their  improvement  in  morals,  were 
most  worthy  of  the  royal  clemency :  from 
this  regulation  very  great  benefit  had  re- 
sulted. The  hon.  gentleman  inquired^ 
whether  any  plan  had  been  devised  for  af- 
fording employment  to  the  convicts  I  On 
that  point,  he  was  happy  to  state,  that  in  the 
course  of  a  very  short  ti  me  s  ufficient  employ- 
ment would  be  found  for  the  whole  of  them. 
It  was  difficult  to  keep  an  account  of  their 
earnings,  but  measures  would  be  taken  to 
secure  as  correct  an  account  as  possible* 
The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Reduced  Army  Estimates.^  The 
order  of  the  day  was  read  for  gomg  into 
a  committee  of  supply,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  Reduced 
Army  Estimates.  On  the  question,  that 
the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  Warre  rose  and  said,  he  would 
avail  himself  of  the  present  opportunity  ta 
make  a  few  observations  on  the  reduced 
estimates.  He  would  first  call  the  atten« 
tion  of  the  House  to  the  charge  for  staff 
and  hospital  officers,  on  foreign  stations^ 
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and  contrast  the  present  expenditure  with 
that  of  former  periods.  If  the  figures  he 
should  produce  were  correct,  and  if  the 
papers  laid  on  their  table  were  accurate, 
then,  he  thought,  that,  by  the  comparison, 
he  should  be  able  to  make  out  such  a  case, 
as  would  call  upon  the  House  not  to  let 
those  estimates  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee at  all.  A  paper  had  been  placed 
on  their  table,  which  gave  an  account  of 
the  general  and  stafT-ofiicers,  serving  on 
foreign  stations,  on  the  25th  of  Dec.  1792 
—and  on  the  25th  Dec.  1802— -specifying 
their  rank,  situation,  and  pay. — The  total 
charge  (according  to  this  document)  for 
staff  officers,  &c.  on  foreign  stations,  in 
1792,  was  17,000/. ;  in  1802,  it  was 
19,500/.,  being  an  increase,  from  1792,  to 
1802,  of  only  2,500/.  The  pay  of  general 
and  staff-officers,  and  those  serving  in  hos- 
pitals, on  foreign  stations,  was  precisely 
tiie  same,  in  1 792,  as  it  was  at  the  present 
moment.  Now,  having  stated  this,  he 
would  come  very  shortly  to  what  the 
charges  were,  in.  the  present  day,  for  the 
same  service.  In  1802,  as  he  had  before 
observed,  the  charge  for  general  and  staff- 
officers  amounted  to  19,500/.— it  was,  in 
the  original  estimates,  for  1816, 163,000/. ; 
and,  after  making  the  proposed  reduction, 
it  would  still  be  123,000/.  On  this  state- 
ment, he  would  ask  the  House,  were  they 
ready  to  recognise,  in  a  period  of  profound 
peace,  a  system  by  which  six  times  more 
was  demanded,  for  this  particular  service, 
than  was  called  for  at  the  peace  of  Amiens  ? 
[jHcar,  hear !]  Our  colonial  possessions, 
he  knew,  were  increased -'he  would  say 
doubled.  He  would  say,  therefore,  let 
the  charge  be  doubled.  But  he  could  not 
see  with  what  propriety,  or  on  what  prin- 
ciple, ministers  could  now  ask  for  123,000/. 
to  defray  the  charge  of  a  service,  which, 
in  1802,  stood  the  country  in  19,500/. 
He  did  not  intend  to  make  a  regular  mo- 
tion on  this  point,  but  he  thouf;ht  the 
Hou*<e  should  refuse  going  into  the  com- 
mittee, until  a  proper  explanation  (which 
he  looked  upon  as  impossible)  was  given 
by  the  noble  lord.  If  such  an  expKmation 
were  not  entered  into,  he  trusted  the 
estimates  would  be  referred  back  for  fur- 
ther revision.  He  would  now  euter  into 
a  more  minute  detail,  and  state  the  alte- 
rations which,  he  conceived,  ought  to  bo 
made  in  the  expenditure,  under  this  par- 
ticular item  : — In  1802,  the  whole  charge 
for  general  and  staff-officers,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, chiefly  confined  to  Gibraltar, 
was  1,385/. ;  havmg  added  Malta  and  the 
(  VOL.  XXXIlf ) 


Ionian  islands  to  our  possessions,  he  would 
triple  the  charge,  which  would  give  1-,  1  'li'/.; 
in  1802,  the  expenses  for  the  same  iieiviie, 
in  North  America,  was  6,31)9/. ;  as  tlic 
frontier  was  very  much  increased,  and  ru- 
mours of  diuiger  were  abroad,  ho  would 
now  allow  twice  tliat  sum^  for  the  service, 
being  12,778/.;  going  to  the  East  Indies, 
he  would  allow  for  the  Cape,  the  Mauri- 
tius, and  the  island  of  Ceylon,  the  same 
sum  which,  in  1802,  was  paid  for  the  stafi' 
at  Gibraltar,  viz.  1,38C/. ;  which  ^avc  a 
total  for  those  three  places  of  1*)  140/.  lu 
1802,  the  staff-service,  in  the  West  Indies, 
including  Jamaica,  cost  11,712/. ;  as  se- 
veral islands  were  added  to  our  posses- 
sions, he  would  double  that  sum,  being 
23,424/. ;  making  an  aggregate  on  the 
scale  he  produced,  of  44',400/. ;  this,  de- 
ducted from  the  sum  now  called  for,  of 
123,000/.,  would  make  a  difference  to  the 
public,  of  78,600/. ;  from  this  latter  sum, 
let  there  be  deducted,  for  St.  Helena, 
Gorce,  and  Senegal  (not  that  he  supposed 
so  large  an  expense  was  necessary,  but  for 
the  sake  of  round  numbers)  8:600/.,  and 
there  would  still  remain  for  the  general 
and  staff-officers  serving  on  foreign  sta- 
tions, according  to  the  present  estimate, 
the  sum  of  70,000/.  for  which  he  could  by 
no  means  account.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  perfectly  unnecessary.  He  should 
now  advert  to  the  staff  establishment  at 
the  horse-guards.  He  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  comparing  that  single  item  with 
the  expenditure,  in  the  same  department, 
in  1813,  when  the  war  v%as  conducted  on 
a  most  extensive  scale— this  country  hav- 
ing America  on  her  shoulders  as  well  as 
her  European  enemies.  How  then  did 
the  case  stand?  In  1813,  the  charge  foe 
the  staff  at  the  horse  guards  was  17,226/. ; 
at  present,  even  on  the  reduced  estimate, 
it  was  16,427/.  Thus,  in  1816,  when  the 
army  was  considerably  diminished,  and 
all  the  business  connected  with  the  mili- 
tary department  was  lessened,  a  saving 
had  been  effected  of  799/.  1 !  Unless  the 
noble  lord  could  give  some  cogent  reasons 
for  such  lavish  expenditure,  he  conceived 
it  would  be  the  dutv  of  the  House  to  re- 
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fuse  considering  the  estimates  in  a  com 
mittee. 

Lord  Palmerston  thought  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  gentleman  would  have 
been  better  timed  in  the  committee,  when 
the  details  came  to  be  discussed.  He 
would  put  the  issue  of  the  question,  not 
on  a  comparison  of  the  amount  of  the 
cliarge  for  the  staff  in  former  times,  bu; 
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on  this  simple  point,  whether  the  staff  now 
proposed  exceeded  or  not  the  necessities 
of  the  case  ?  The  papers  before  the  House 
contained  only  the  reductions  which  had 
taken,  or  were  to  take  place,  in  general 
officers.  The  reason  of  that  was  plain ; 
for  without  having  had  a  communication 
with  the  officers  commanding  on  foreign 
stations,  it  would  have  been  mere  delusion 
to  pretend  to  state  what  reductions  in 
adjutants  general,  quarter  masters  general, 
Sec,  were  likely  to  be  effected.  A  com- 
munication had  been  made  to  those  com- 
manders, in  which  they  had  been  desired 
to  tunt  their  attention  to  that  subject,  and 
to  assign  reasons  for  tlie  suppression  or 
continuance  of  certain  appointments. 
Without  such  information,  it  would  be 
impossible,  at  home,  to  fix  what  reductions 
should  take  place  in  distant  stations.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  compared  the  estimates 
of  former  years  with  those  on  the  table, 
he  would  see,  that  the  chief  difference  was 
occasioned  by  the  absence  of  all  the  minor 
items  to  which  he  had  alluded.  In  1792 
there  were  only  three  head  surgeons  in  the 
hospitals  in  the  West  Indies.  Would  it  be 
proper  to  trust  the  health  of  the  present 
force  to  so  small  a  number  ?  It  must  not 
be  forgotten,  that  with  the  increase  of 
colonies  and  of  garrisons,  the  number  of 
staff  officers  must  be  augmented.  As  to 
the  staff  officers  at  home,  the  office  of  the 
commander  in  chief  should  be  considered 
•8  a  public  department.  He  trusted  that 
he  would  be  able  in  the  committee  to  jus- 
tify the  charge  proposed. 

Mr.  Tiemey  did  not  know  whether  this 
was  a  [)roper  or  an  improper  time  for  the 
discussion  of  this  matter ;  out  he  was  sure 
the  noble  lord  had  given  no  answer  what- 
ever to  the  questions  that  had  been  put  to 
him.  His  hon.  friend  could  not  compre- 
hend why  so  enormous  an  increase  should 
take  place  on  the  foreign  staff:  he  admitted 
that  reductions  had  taken  place  in  some 
instances,  but  none  in  the  branch  which 
liad  called  forth  his  inquiries.  No  answer 
whatever  had  been  given,  and  he  believed 
none  could  be  given.  Gentlemen  on  the 
mihisterial  side  always  acted  from  the 
most  conscientious  motives ;  they  had  car- 
ried economy  to  the  utmost  point  of 
saving;  yet  discussion  had  effected  some 
savings  that  they  never  seemed  to  have  con- 
templated at  first ;  and  he  would  venture  to 
say,  that  the  more  we  discussed  the  more 
we  should  save.  He  gave  them  credit  for 
the  reductions  they  had  already  consented 
to,  for  he  believed  they  bad  cost  them 
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much  debate,  and  a  long  struggle  among 
Uiemselves.    Could  any  body  oelieve  that 
the  estimates  had  in  some  instances  trebled 
since  1802,  though  we  had  no  longer  an 
enemy,  or  the  appearance  of  an  enemy? 
On  a  broad  principle,  the  argument  of  bis 
hon.  friend   was  unanswerable.      If  the 
House  wished  to  establish  any  thing  sads- 
factory  to  the  country,  they  would  imme- 
diately enter  into  a  select  committee,  to 
see  in  earnest  what  could  be  done.     The 
noble  lord   had  said,  he  should  refer  to 
the  general  officers  abroad ;  but  could  aoj 
thing  be  more  unsatisfactory  than  this  ?— 
as  if  the  generals  could  feel  any  propensity 
to  reduce  a  part  of  their  own  dependents! 
He  had  no  wish  to  take  from  the  salary  of 
the  duke  of  York ;  that  should,  if  it  were 
possible,  be  continued,  if  not  for  the  daties 
of  the  station,  at  least  as  a  fair  compliment 
to  his  royal  highness  for  the  zeal  and  abi- 
lity with  which,  during  the  war,  he  had 
eonducted  the  business  of  his  department 
But  what  had  this  to  do  with  the  com- 
mander-in-chiefs staff?    or  what  to  do 
with  that  which  the  noble  lord  with  great 
gravity  called  a  department  of  ffovem- 
ment  f    There  ougnt  to  be  a  totu  aboli- 
tion of  all  the  rest,  except  the  duke'l 
salary.    How  was  the  business  carried  on 
in  former  times  ?  And  why  (to  come  to  the 
old  battle  of  a  preceding  evening)   was 
there  any  necessity  for  this  third  secretarr? 
It  was  a  scandalous  waste  of  the  pubuc 
money,  and  a  complete  mockery  to  talk  of 
economy,  under  such  a  lavish  expenditure* 
He  did  not  accuse  ministers  of  any  corrupt 
motive ;  if  he  thought  them  guilty  of  that, 
he  should  proceed  in  another  way ;  but  he 
did  accuse  them  of  a  perfect  indifference 
to  saving.    They  carried  on  war  just  as 
their  pleasure  led  tliem :  any  sums,  how- 
ever great,  they  asked  for  and  obtained ; 
and  if  any  gentleman  like  himself  who 
wished  to  check  this  career  of  extrava- 
gance and  ruin,  objected  to  the  measures 
tnat  were  pursued,  he  was  immediately 
accused  of  a  friendship  for  Buonapart6,  of 
jacobin  principles,  or  modern  philosophvi 
and  treated  with  scorn  and  dension,  while 
ministers  had  only  to  ask  and  have.    Bat 
times  were  sadly  altered  now:   and  the 
only  question  was,  how  to  make  both  ends 
meet.    He  gave  ministers  credit  for  the 
little  saving  they  had  permitted;  it  was 
more  than  he  expected :  but  still  he  most 
view  it  with  a  jealous  eye,  because,  ad- 
mitting the  full  extent  efit,  we  were  three 
times  worse  off  than  in  any  former  peac9» 
He  savr  that  the  noble  lord  opposite  was 
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Soing  to  say  something  in  answer  to  what 
e  had  taken  the  liberty  of  stating.  He 
therefore  would  stop  to  afford  him  the 
opportunity,  and  he  hoped  his  speech 
now  would  be  more  satisractory  than  his 
speeches  in  general  were. 

Lord  Castlereagk  said,  he  was  forced  to 
repeat  his  former  caution  against  consider- 
ing the  present  estimates  as  estimates  for 
any  longer  period  than  the  year  for  which 
they  were  drawn  up.  Had  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  employed  his 
excellent  understanding  upon  a  deliberate 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  given  due 
weight  to  what  had  been  so  often  stated 
by  ministers,  he  would  have  been  con- 
vinced of  this,  and  would  have  refrained 
from  making  some  of  the  general  observa- 
tions in  which  he  indulged.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  took  credit  to  himself,  in 
the  opposition  he  had  excited  for  the  re- 
duction in  the  estimates  that  had  already 
taken  place.  That  reduction,  he  was 
willing  to  allow,  was  considerable ;  and  a 
farther  reduction  might  be  anticipated, 
although  to  what  amount  could  not  yet  be 
determined.  When  tlie  original  estimates 
were  first  presented,  it  had  been  impos- 
sible to  fix  upon  any  lower  amount  than 
was  done.  The  statements  that  govern- 
ment now  presented  were  formed  upon 
the  anticipation  of  a  year  to  come,  the 
broken  period  of  the  current  year  consti- 
tuting a  part  of  it.  The  hon.  eentlemen 
opposite  mi^ht  take  credit  to  ^emselves 
for  compelling  a  review  of  them,  and  he 
did  not  wish  to  deprive  them  of  their  self- 

gratulalions  on  the  subject :  but  he  would 
eclare  that  the  same  reduction  would  have 
taken  place,  though  they  had  given  him 
their  entire  acouiescence  without  objection 
or  inquiry.  lie  entirely  concurred  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  his  noble  friend  near 
him  (lord  Palmerston)  that  all  the  reduc- 
tions that  might  be  effected  in  the  staff  on 
foreign  stations  could  not  be  known  till  the 
general  officers  commanding  on  those 
stations  should  be  consulted,  nor  did  he 
see  that  it  was  liable  to  the  objection  made 
to  it  bj^  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  How 
could  it  be  known,  but  from  officers  on 
the  spot,  what  number  of  assistants  they 
would  require,  or  what  number  the  exi- 
gencies of  their  particular  situation  de- 
manded? The  right  hon.  gentleman 
brought  a  sweeping  objection  to  the 
present  government  and  staff  appointments 
of  the  army,  by  asking  why  it  was  to  stand 
on  a  different  rooting  now  than  it  did  for- 
merly.   The  office  of  commander-in-chief 


and  the  staff  at  head-quarters,  the  office  of 
secretary  at  war,  and  that  filled  by  his 
noble  fnend  (lord  Palmerston),  were  all 
considered  by  him  as  existing  for  the 
command  of  the  army.  The  office  of 
secretary  at  war  was  now  abolished,  and 
the  department  of  third  secretary  of  state 
was  considered  as  a  colonial  department. 
The  secretary  at  war,  it  was  well  known, 
had  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  discipline 
and  regulation  of  the  army  than  any 
member  of  the  House.  Would  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  wish  the  office  of  com- 
mander-in-chief to  be  abolished  too  ?  This 
office  was  now  more  necessary  tlian  ever, 
and  the  advantages  that  had  arisen  from 
it  to  our  array  were  incalculable.  Nothing 
had  changed  so  much  as  the  character  and 
discipline  of  our  military  force  within  the 
short  period  that  had  passed  since  1792. 
Before  that  time,  a  British  army,  assembled 
under  the  same  general,  had  no  more  unifor- 
mity of  movements,  of  discipline,  and  ap- 
pearance in  its  various  regiments,  than  one 
composed  of  the  troops  of  different  sove- 
reign states.  Let  any  one  consider  what 
was  its  present  state — the  facility  with 
which  it  could  perform  all  its  operations 
in  concert— the  perfect  uniformity  of 
tactics  that  it  possessed^-and  he  would 
acknowledge  how  much  had  been  done^ 
and  how  necessary  it  was  to  continue  an 
establishment  on  which  this  state  of  things 
depended.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  he 
was  sure,  would  not,  upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, wish  it  to  be  abolished,  even  although 
it  was  not  filled  by  Uiat  high  character  to 
whom  the  nation  and  the  army  were  under 
so  many  obligations.  He  would  see  the 
impropriety  of  asserting  that  these  #ere 
departments  merely  belonging  to  war, 
after  what  had  been  said  to-niffht  and  on 
a  former  occasion.  The  noble  lord  said, 
he  could  not  see  the  reasonableness  of  the 
objections  that  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman 
had  to  go  into  a  committee.  He  had  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  that,  in  a  committee  of 
supply,  the  only  questions  that  could  be 
agitated  were  about  the  sums  of  money  to 
be  voted  for  particular  purposes,  and  that 
the  number  or  the  ouality  of  the  subjects 
for  which  that  supply  was  required  could 
not  be  altered  or  modified.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  might  easily  see  the  Fal- 
lacy implied  in  this  opinion.  A  particular 
sum  might  be  proposed  to  be  struck  off, 
and  then,  of  course,  that  head  of  service 
must  be  reduced.  He  did  not  doubt  but 
that,  when  the  committee  was  formed,  the 
gentlemen  opposite  would  be  sensible  that 
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ftey  could  follow  this  course^  and  that 
they  would  then  easily  see  what  they  now 
thought  so  difficult  to  be  conceived.  The 
committee  was,  indeed,  the  only  place 
where  the  subject  could  be  minutely  dis- 
missedy  and  where  the  propriety  of  the 
estimates,  item  by  item*  could  be  judged 
of.  The  prima  Jacie  objection  of  the  hon. 
'gentleman  who  opened  the  debate,  founded 
on  the  alarming  difference  between  the 
staff  in  the  present  estimates,  and  that  of 
1792  and  1802,  wpuld  be  reduced  in  the 
imagination  of  the  House,  if  they  com- 
pared the  circumstances  of  those  two 
periods  v^ith  those  of  the  present  time. 
There  was  a  great  difference  between  our 
colonial  establishments  as  they  existed 
then  and  now.  We  had  now  nearly  thirty 
colonies ;  and  taking  the  expenses  of  the 
fitaff*at  100,000/.,  there  would  not  remain 
much  more  than  3,000/.  He  wished,  in 
conclusion,  particularly  to  impress  upon 
the  House  that  the  present  estimates  were 
not  intended  to  express  the  extent  of  our 
permanent  establishments,  but  merely  the 
establishment  of  the  present  year,  and  that 
«8  soon  as  communications  had  been  had 
with  the  officers  on  foreign  stations,  they 
would  be  very  considerably  altered. 

General  Gascoyne  said,  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  the  reduction  was  carried  too 
far  already  [Hear,  hear  !].  He  did  not 
mean  to  apply  this  expression  to  our  esta- 
blishments in  general,  but  only  to  a  parti- 
cular instance.  He  alluded  to  Jamaica, 
where  there  was  only  to  be  a  commander 
of  the  forces,  with  no  other  general  officer. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  one  general  officer 
was  insufficient  for  a  station  where  there 
were  between  3  and  4,000  men  of  a  garrison, 
besides  4*  or  5,000  militia,  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  troops  being  negroes  ;  who 
Ynight  require  a  vigilant  superintcndance. 
He  did  not  know  the  major-general  who 
enjoyed  that  appointment ;  but  he  might 
be,  from  his  rank  in  the  army,  an  officer 
who  had  not  seen  service.  With  regard 
to  the  horse-guards,  he  gave  it  as  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  directions  and  command  of 
the  army  could  not  be  placed  in  better 
bands  than  in  those  ot  the  illustrious 
person  at  the  head  of  that  department. 
He  believed  that  neither  the  right  hon. 
jgentleman  near  him  (Mr.  Tierney)  nor 
any  other  member  of  the  House  wished 
the  direction  of  the  army  to  be  taken 
from  that  royal  personage,  and  placed 
more  immediately  under  the  influence  of 

fovernment.    In  the  hands  of  his  royal 
ijgfaaets  it  was  placed  at  a.  distance  firom 
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political  interests,  and  could  not,  with 
probability,  be  made  an  engine  for  in- 
fluencing the  legislature.  He  believed 
there  never  was  a  time  in  any  of  the 
former  periods  of  our  history,  when  there 
was  less  connexion  between  tlie  govern- 
ment and  the  army  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Tierney  was  surprised  at  the  nn- 
constitutional  doctrine  stated  by  the  hon. 
general,  if  he  understood  him  right ;  and 
begged  leave  to  ask  him  if  he  considered 
the  army  as  independent  of  tbe  govern- 
ment, and  removed  from  the  influence 
and  direction  of  responsible  ministen 
[Hear,  hear !]. 

General  Gascoyne  repeated  his  former 
statement,  that  tne  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  royal  duke  was  less  liable  to 
be  used  as  a  means  of  political  influence 
than  if  it  were  under  an  officer,  who, 
depending  more  upon  ministers  might  be 
more  disposed  to  adopt  their  partialities, 
and  to  support  their  measures. 

Mr.  7}>nu;y  protested  that' he  had  the 
utmost  respect  for  his  royal  highness  Che 
duke  of  York,  from  whom  the  army  bad 
derived  the  greatest  benefit,  but,  in  a  con- 
stitutional point  of  view,  he  could  never 
consent  to  recognize  the  doctrine  of  the 
hon.  general. 

General  Gascoyne  said,  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  must  know,  that  what  he  meant 
was,  that  there  was  in  the  present  case  less 
to  be  apprehended  of  influence  in  that 
House,  arising  from  the  patronage  of  the 
army. 

Mr.  Tierney  declared,  that  he  should  be 
ten  times  more  jealous  of  that  influence, 
when  the  army  was  commanded  by  one 
of  the  royal  family,  than  when  it  was 
under  the  command  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers. 

Mr.  Bennet  compared  the  expense  of 
the  office  of  commander  in  chief  in  1 807, 
with  its  present  expense.  In  1807,  with 
an  army  of  260,000  men,  the  expense  was 
7,638/.  Now,  with  an  army  of  1 49,000  men 
the  expense  was  16,295/.-»Wheiice  did 
the  necessity  for  this  increase  arise  ?  The 
noble  lord  had  talked  of  the 'British  troops 
of  former  times,  as  if  they  had  been  train- 
ed bands,  forgetting  the  victories  of  Blen- 
heim, Fontenoy,  &c.  which  had  been  so 
gloriously  achieved  by  them.  Adverting 
to  the  other  estimates,  the  hon.  gentleman 
particularly  dwelt  on  that  for  tlie  royal 
waggon  train.  In  the  last  year  above 
2000  horses  had  been  bought  for  this  ser- 
vice, at  an  expense  of  66,965/.  It  was 
natural  to  suppose  that  some    of  these 
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horses  virould  be  re -sold  as  unnecessary, 
and  so  they  had  been.  The  number  was 
three,  and  the  public  benefitted  by  the 
sale  in  the  enormous  sum  of  15  gumeas! 
Tlic  hon.  gentleman  then  referred  to  ^he 
half  pay,  and  complained  in  the  name  of 
the  officers  who  had  beenrcducod  in  180*2 
and  180S,  that  they  had  not  received  the 
allowances  to  which  they  were,  in  bis  opi- 
nion, entitled  by  the  augmentation  that 
had  taken  place  in  181 4*. 

Lord  Casiicreagh  explnincQ  by  saying, 
that  he  alluded  only  to  a  want  of  unifor- 
mity in  the  discipline  of  the  regiments 
that  composed  our  army  formerly,  and  by 
no  means  wished  to  deny  its  efficiency. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee. 

Lord  Palmer ston,  in  reply  to  what  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  mentioned  respecting 
the  waggon  train,  stated,  that  the  duke  of 
Wellington  never  would  go  into  the  field 
without  having  a  large  corps  of  that  des- 
cription with  him.  It  was  applied  to  the 
service  of  hospitals,  and  afler  the  battle  of 
Waterloo  hau  been  employed  for  sixty 
hours  in  carrying  off  the  wounded,  by 
which  means  many  valuable  lives  had  been 
saved.  Its  numbers  not  being  deemed 
sufficient  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign,  the  horses  in  question 
had  been  purchased  to  augment  it.  There 
were  now  five  troops  with  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  and  the  rest  were  at  home, 
employed  in  transporting  the  sick,  and  in 
the  nnlitary  college.  As  to  the  wish  ex- , 
pressed  by  the  hon.  gentleman  to  extend 
the  increase  in  the  half-pay  to  all  officers, 
it  was  an  additionnl  instance,  that  whilst 
all  were  looking  to  retrenchment,  scarcely 
an  individual  could  refrain  from  proposing 
some  point  of  augmentation.  The  increase 
in  the  half-pay  had,  at  the  time  it  was 
granted,  been  limited  to  those  who  had 
been,  or  were  to  be,  reduced  in  1814<,  and 
to  those  who  had  been  obliged  to  leave  the 
service  since  1793,  on  account  of  wounds 
and  infirmities.  Those  who  had  volunta- 
rily quitted-  the  aimy  were  not  thought 
entitled  to  that  increase,  because  if  they 
had  chosen  to  retire  from  the  service,  it 
was  not  fair  they  should  be  as  well  re- 
warded OS  those  whom  wounds  or  reduc- 
tion htid  alone  compelled  to  withdraw. 
As  to  Mil*  sy-tcm  of  retrenchment  adopted 
by  m»n'i-«  rs  for  ihe  present  year,  it  went 
as  far  .  .  )t  i\as  possible  at  thiti  period. 
On  the  home  staff,  there  would  be  only 
one  major-general  in  North  Britain,  where 
there  used  to  be  two*    There  would  be 
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another  for  the  northern  parts  of  the 
kingdom ;  one  at  Portsmouth,  one  at  Ply^ 
mouth,  one  in  Kent;  and  in  Guernsey 
and  Jersey  there  would  be  two  majors 
general  instead  of  lieutenants  general* 
In  North  America  there  would  be  one 
commander  of  the  forces ;  in  Canada  two 
majors  general ;  in  Nova  Scotia  two  gene- 
ral officers.  In  the  Windward  and  Lee- 
ward islands  the  staff  would  be  composed 
of  one  commander  of  the  forces  and  four 
majors  general,  instead  of  lieutenants  ge- 
neral. At  Jamaica  there  would  be  only 
one  major  general.  It  was  intended  to 
remove  the  major  general  from  Gibraltar, 
and  to  place  the  general  on  whom  the 
command  would  devolve,  on  civil,  instead 
of  staff  pay.  At  Malta  there  would  be 
one  lieutenant  general,  and  in  the  Ionian 
islands  two  majors  general.  There  would 
be  besides  a  commander  in  chief  for  Malta 
and  the  Ionian  islands,  with  power  to 
reside  in  either  of  those  places.  There 
would  be  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  one 
maior  general,  the  same  at  the  Mauritius, 
and  at  Ceylon  the  officer  in  command 
would  only  receive  the  civil  pay  of  gover- 
nor. He  concluded  by  moving  **  That  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  277,885/.  10^.  Id.  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  general  and  staff  officers  and  offi- 
cers of  the  hospitals  serving  with  his  majes- 
ty's forces,  and  the  charge  of  {lis  majesty  V 
garrisons,  from  the  25th  day  of  Decemoer 
1815  to  the  24th  day  of  December  1816, 
both  inclusive,  being  S66  days.*' 

Mr.  Tiemey  was  utterly  unable  to  dis- 
cover why  a  staff  so  much  larger  than  any 
former  staff  was  now  necessary.  If,  there- 
ford,  he  declined  arguing  the  question,  it 
was  not  because  he  was  convinced  of  the 
expediency  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  IVynn  was  of  opinion,  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  adjutant  and  quarter- 
master general,  and  their  respective  deputy 
assistants  at  Ceylon,  was  far  greater  than 
the  proportion  of  the  military  force  sta- 
tioned there  required.  In  St.  I^elena, 
with  a  garrison  of  not  more  than  1400 
men,  what  necessity  was  there  for  a  lieu- 
tenant general,  a  brigadier  general,  their 
aid-de- camps,  secretary^  &c.  I  This  spe- 
cie^ of  force  was  quite  too  much,  even 
though  they  had  such  a  person  as  Buona- 
parte to  look  afler.  He  observed,  that 
there  were  two  officers  in  the  personal 
staff  of  the  commander  in  chief,  on  which 
he  could  not  help  commenting— -the  chap- 
lain and  the  surgeon.  With  all  due  re- 
spect he  must  say,  that  neither  the  body 
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our  settlements  in  that  quarter.  Internal 
improvements  in  the  Mauritius  would  give 
equal  employment  there.  The  medical 
statr  in  the  West  Indies,  and  other  un- 
wholesome climates,  could  not  well  be  re- 
ducedy  from  the  frequency  of  the  contagi- 
ous disorders  to  whidi  they  were  exposed. 

Mr.  Ahercrombie  animadverted  upon 
the  establishment  at  St.  Helena,  and  the 
useless  waste  of  public  money  in  main- 
taining forts,  sucli  as  Augusta  and  St. 
George,  in  Scotland,  whidi  were  of  no 
possible  use,  but  served  only  for  the  ex- 
tension of  government  patronage. 

Lord  PalmcrsloH  said,  that  as  to  St. 
Helena,  if  the  necessity  were  admitted  of 
keeping  in  safe  custody  the  individual  who 
was  there  confined,  it  was  evident  that  a 
trust  of  that  nature  required  the  employ- 
ment of  a  general  officer  of  rank;  and  it 
followed  that  the  risk  of  his  life  should  be 
also  considered,  and  that  somebody  should 
be  there  as  second  in  command  to  replace 
the  principal  in  the  event  of  any  unfore- 
seen casualty. 

Mr.  Potuottby  wished  to  know  what  was 
the  entire  expense  incurred  by  this  country 
in  guarding  the  person  of  Buonaparte. 
The  estimates  before  the  committee  threw 
no  light  on  this  point.  What,  he  asked, 
was  the  total  cost  of  the  naval,  military, 
and  civil  arrangements  touching  the  de- 
tention of  this  person  at  St.  Helena  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied,  that  he  was 
at  that  moment  unprepared  to  give  the  in- 
formation whir.h  tnp  rin-hf  hnn.  crpntlpmnn 
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vernor  was  to  receive  ni 
was  merely  to  have  his  fis 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  that 
was  only  to  have  a  propoi 
fit  of  Buonaparte's  detent 
hard  she  should  liave  to 
expense. 

Lord  Castlereagh  repefl 
stated  on  a  former  night, 
allied  powers  would  ha 
released  us  from  the  chai 
Buonaparte,  had  we  consif 
custody*-a  transfer  to  i 
surrender  to  us,  it  was  imp 
consent. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  that 
good  reason  why  the  alliei 
any  portion  of  this  expem 
not  see  any  reason  why  Fr 
pay  her  sKare  of  it*  If  Fi 
to  pay  the  charge  of  a  lar 
territory  to  keep  down  Bi 
tern,  why  not  afford  a  lit 
keeping  out  the  individoi 
life  and  soul  of  that  systen 
stood,  a  great  hardship  n 
England. 

Lord  Castlereagh  couk 
with  what  grace  we  could 
to  pay  a  part  of  our  own  i 
she  was  anxious  to  take  thi 
of  it  upon  herself,  if  we  r 
part&  into  her  handa  for  sa 

Mr.  Pomonby  said,  that 
common  interest  in  the  sec 
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ihtafiMrablaoesacimtigaoiifl  af  Wodwidi 
and  Deptrord,  which  might  be  Terj  con- 
TeDiently  snperintended  by  the  na?y 
board,  or  the  admiralty. 

Sr  Joiepk  Yorke  defeoded  the  appomt- 
ment  at  Woolwich* 

Admiral  Marhham  threw  out,  for  the 
contideration  of  the  admireltyy  the  pro- 
priety of  making  some  provision  for  the 
mof^  regular  payment  of  naval  officers  on 
foreign  stations,  and  also  for  improving 
the  condition  of  midshipmen. 

Admiral  Hope  observed,  that  the  ad- 
miralty felt  the  best  disposition  to  do 
every  thing  /practicable  for  ^e  benefit  of 
all  dasses  m  the  navy,  as  well  warrant- 
officers  as  midshipmen,  and  tha't  this  dispo- 
sition was  manifest  from  the  improvements 
which  had  already  taken  place.  It  was 
indeed  notorious  that  the  condition  of  the 
navy  had  been  very  materially  improved 
of  late  years. 

Mr.  Forbes  seconded  the  recommenda- 
tion of  admiral  Markham,  and  urged  the 
justice  of  a  new  arrangement  with  respect 
to  pensions. 

Sir  G.  Warrender  suggested  the  pro^ 
priety  of  postponing  the  consideration  of 
the  jpoint  alluded  to  by  the  last  speaker, 
until  the  question  of  pensions  should  be 
brought  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  that  some  better 
provision  should  be  made  for  surgeons 
and  surgeons'  mates  in  the  navy,  who 
were  not  so  well  rewarded  as  the  surgeons 
in  the  army. 

Mr.  Croker  observed,  that  in  point  of 
fact,  the  surgeons  of  the  navy  were  gene- 
rally much  better  off  than  those  of  the 
army. 

Mr.  Brougham  took  occasion  to  express 
his  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  navy 
boara  and  the  admiralty,  with  regard  to 
the  scientific  improvements  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  system  of  ship-building. 
These  improvements  having  casually  fiillen 
under  his  observation,  he  thought  it  just 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  encouragement 
afibrded  to  the  eminently  able  men  em- 
ployed in  this  branch  of  the  service.  • 

Sir  Jo$eph  Yorke  said,  he  was  clad  to 
find  that  the  learned  gentleman  had  in-- 
quired  into  this  subject,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  if  that  learned  gentleman's  en- 
lightened mind  were  applied  to  Uie  other 
branches  of  the  naval  department,  he 
would  continue  to  admire  the  conduct  of 
the  admiralty. 

Admiral  Markham  expressed  his  r^ret 
to  find  that  it  was  proposed  so  matenally 
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to  leduee  the  corps  of  marines^  and  thai 
it  waa  in  centemphtion  to  make  still  far- 
ther reductions  next  year  in  that  very 
necessary  corpa.  Every  gentleman  who 
heard  him^  and  particularly  those  con^ 
nected  with  the  navy,  must  be  fuUy  aware 
of  the  merit  and  value  of  the  marines,  and 
also,  that  upon  the  commencement  of  war 
not  a  ship  could  act  with  eflfect  without  an 
adequate  supply  of  these  men.  Surely,, 
then,  6000  must  be  considered  by  every 
naval  man  quite  inadequate  as  a  per- 
manent establishment.  He  should  rather 
recommend  an  Increase  of  that  establish- 
ment to  the  extent  of  at  least  SOOO 
men.  It  was  notorious  that  on  the  com- 
mencement of  a  war,  the  first  object  of 
the  enemy  was  either  to  make  a  sudden' 
stroke  against  us,  or  to  send  out  a  fleet 
in  order  to  guard  against  any  sudden 
stroke  on  our  part;  our  navy  should 
therefore  be  prepared  to  act  with  promp- 
titude, which  could  not  be  the  case  if  we 
were  not  adequately  provided  with  ma* 
rines.  He  would  leave  it  to  the  House  to 
decide  whether  it  would  be  providebt  ma- 
terially to  reduce  this  valuaoie  corps.  A 
soldier  could,  it  was  known,  be  rendered 
effective  in  three  months,  while  it  would 
take  a  much  longer  period,  to  prepare  a 
marine,  who  Was  a  sort  of  amphibious 
animal,  rcquurine  experience  ami  disci- 
pline on  both  elements.  On  both  ele- 
ments, too,  the  marines  had  shown  their 
skill  and  valour ;  and  to  prove  this .  he 
could  refer  to  their  conduct,  ^ot  only  in 
the  former  American  war,  but  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  last  contest  [Cries  of 
Hear,  hear  I  j .  Why  then  reduce  such  a 
useful  and  gallant  body  I  In  the  discus- 
sions which  had  lately  taken  place  with 
regard  to  the  proposed  standing  army, 
one  argument  adduced,  to  justify  the 
amount  of  that  army  was,  the  necessity 
of  employing  soldiers  to  take  care  of.  our 
dock-yards;  but  be  would  ask,  in  the 
name  of  common  sense,  why  not  rather 
appoint  mariaes  to  that  service,  and  make 
a  proportionate  reduction  in  the  standing 
army  ?  Why  shpuid  soldiers  be  preferred 
on  a  service  so  much  more  natural  for 
marines  ? 

Mr.  Forbes  was  proceeding  to  state  the 
case  of  a  navid  officer,  whom  be  conceited 
to  have  been  very  unjustly  treated,  in  con*, 
sequence  of  the  existing  arrangement  with 
respect  to  pensions,  when  he  was  called  to 
oroer  by 

Sir  G.  Warrender^  who  observed,  that 
this  subject  would  more  properly  come 
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lion.  inemDer.  l  here  was  no  instance  ni 
whicii  the}'  had  not  obeyed  with  alacrity 
the  orders  of  the  magistracy,  and  always 
with  success,  in  supprt.ssing  riots  and  dis- 
turbanci's ;  never  had  a  drop  of  British 
blood  ))( en  &<hed  Iiy  them  in  the  perform- 
ance of  that  duty. 

Sir  t/.  C  Ilivpisii'j/  also  spoke  of  the 
alacrity  which  the  \  oluntcers  ever  mani- 
liested,  in  preserving  the  peace  and  tran- 

a utility  of  the  country  ;  he  only  regretted 
liat  tiiey  should  be  so  much  reduced.  He 
observed,  that  the  regular  troopers  stood 
the  country  in  Gj/.  a  man,  and,  conse- 
quently, that  a  regular  force  of  an  amount 
GQuai  to  the  volunteers  would  be  attended 
with  an  expense  of  1,1()0,0()()/.  This  was 
a  great  saving.  He  therefore  hoped  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  his  majesty's  go- 
Ternment  further  to  reduce  this  force,  but 
that  they  would  consider  it  a  part  of  the 
permanent  establishment  of  the  country. 

Lord  PalmerUon  replied,  that  it  was 
impossible  either  for  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, or  for  the  committee,  to  pledge 
themselves  to  any  thing  beyond  the  vote 
for  the  present  year :  but  he  could  inform 
the  hon.  baronet,  that  ministers  were  fully 
sensible  of  the  valuable  services  of  the 
volunteers  corps,  and  would  be  always 
happy  to  render  them  available. 

Mr.  IVynn  thought,  that  Qs  the  advan- 
tage of  holding  a  force  of  that  description 
embodied,  appeared  so  readily  acknow- 
ledged, some  greater  inducement  than 
they  enjoyed   at  present  should  be  held 


acKnowicugea   mac  tiiey 

greater  incluceiueiit  duri 

their  zeal  and  public  sp 

ducement  liud    been    co 

ened  since  the  return  of 

The  resolution  was  agi 

Lord  Palmer  si  on  then 

a  vote  for   the   pay  of  i 

With  regard  to  that  forci 

'  to  relieve' the  public  fron 

I  tending  it  without  dcstro; 

I  tion.     The   plan  was,  to 

I  pay  of  the  permanent  p 

such  as  the  Serjeants,  dn 

porals,  and   also   of  the 

to  put  the  adjutants  on  tl 

place  the  arms  under  the 

nance,  and  having  thus  g 

pense,  to  permit  the  office 

commissions,  and    to   sui 

serve  out  their  regular  p 

duction  would,  however, 

to  complete;  he  fliould,  t 

present    year    move,    " 

granted  to  his  majesty  a  si 

ing   90.(X)0/.    to    defray  I 

the  local   militia." — This 

agreed  to. 

Navy  Estimates.] 
the  Navy  Estimates  was  b: 
account  of  the  absence  of  s 
belonging  to  the  naval  se 
left  the  House  on  an  undi 
the  ordnance  estimates  iv 
the  navy  estimates,  it  was, 
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tention,  as  connected  with  this  bill— he 
alluded  to  the  treaty  by  which  Great 
Britain  had  become  bound  to  keep  him. 
Napoleon  delivered  himself  up  in  July 
last ;  and,  soon  after,  a  treaty  appeared, 
by  which  Great  Britain,  without  any  stipu* 
lation  in  its  favour,  had  gratuitously  offered 
to  guard  and  keep  him.  Now,  he  would 
ask,  when  we  had  him  in  our  power  to  be 
deah  with  according  as  the  law  of  nations, 
or  the  municipal  law  and  policy  of  this 
country  might  dictate,  why  it  was  that 
ministers  had  voluntarily  shackled  the 
councils  of  this  country  by  such  a  treaty  f 
Because,  if  we  were  authorized  by  the  law 
of  nations,  and  the  municipal  law  of  the 
country,  to  detain  Napoleon,  then  we  had 
full  power  to  do  so  without  this  treaty. 
If  the  other  powers  considered  it  as  an 
advantage  that  he  should  be  so  kept,  why 
did  we  do  it  gratuitously  ?  Two  of  these 
powers  stood  in  a  peculiar  situation  with 
respect  to  Buonapart6.  One  was  nearly 
connected  with  nim  by  marriage,  and 
another  had  not  only  been  connected  with 
faim  by  treaties,  but  the  sovereign  had 
avowed  the  strongest  personal  attachment 
to  him,  and  that,  too,  afler  those  acts  for 
which  he  had  been  particularly  stigmatized 
•—the  murder  of  the  Due  D'Enghien,  and 
all  the  other  crimes  of  that  description- 
after  the  invasion  of  Spain,  the  greatest 
political  crime  he  had  ever  committed. 
If,  notwithstanding  all  this,  they  thoueht 
that  it  was  for  the  safety  of  Europe  that 
he  should  be  detained  as  a  prisoner  of 
war,  why  should  we  so  detain  him  under 
a  treaty  with  them,  without  any  stipula- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  this  country  ?  The 
ministers  had  him  in  their  own  power; 
and  if  they  were  justified  in  detaining  him 
by  the  law  of  nations  and  of  this  country, 
then,  when  the  other  powers  called  upon 
them  for  a  treaty  to  effect  that  object, 
they  might  have  insisted  upon  some  bene* 
fit  m  return  for  their  own  country.  Why, 
then,  did  they  spontaneously  and  gra« 
tuitouslv  undertake  this  office,  especially 
when  the  country  was  so  much  over- 
burthened  with  the  immense  military  esta^ 
blishment  which  the  ministers  were  re- 
solved to  keep  on  foot,  and  when  one  of 
them  had  stated,  as  the  ground  of  his 
opinion  on  that  head,  that  the  true  states- 
man-like maxim  in  these  cases  was,  not  to 
consider  the  actual  dan^,  but  those  dan- 

fers  which  by  possibility  might  arise? 
^as  it  not  possible  that  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain  might  be  different  from  what 
it  was  at  present  ?  Was  it  not  nonible 


that  our  politidil  views  might  be  dififerent 
from  those  of  Russia  and  Prussia  ?  Why, 
then,  did  ministers  conclude  a  treaty 
onerous  on  this  country  without  any  equi- 
valent? The  treaty  began  with  an  alle- 
gation, that  Buonapart6  was  then  in  the 
power  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  which  waa 
unfounded  in  fact,  for  he  was  then  in  the 
power  of  Great  Britain  alone ;  and  it  was 
curious,  after  this,  to  find  that  Great 
Britain  was  to  be  loaded  with  all  the  ex- 

Eense  and  all  the  responsibility  of  keeping 
im,  for  the  gratification  of  their  revenge 
or  ingratitude,  and  that,  too,  without  com- 
pensation. Without  any  reference  to  the 
mdividual  himself,  or  what  might  be  his 
deserts,  we  ought  to  deal  with  him  in  a 
manner  becoming  this  country.  We 
ought  not  to  consider  merely  what  punish- 
ment the  individual  might  be  thought  to 
deserve,  but  what  punishment  it  became 
a  great  and  liberal  nation  to  inflict.  With 
respect  to  the  bill  itself,  he  wished  the 
house  to  consider  what  it  was,  and  what 
would  be  its  legal  consequences  when  it 
passed.  In  reading  the  bill  he  found 
great  difficulty  in  understanding  the  first 
of  these  points.  But  whether  their  lord- 
ships approved  of  the  detention  or  not,  it 
was  proper  that  tliey  should  understand 
clearly  and  distinctly  what  they  were  to 
do — whether  the  bill  was  necessary  to  give 
the  power  of  detaining  him  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  or  whether  it  was  competent  to 
the  ministers  legally  to  detain  him  as 
such  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  by  the 
municipal  law  of  this  country  as  it  now 
stood.  He  knew  it  was  generally  consi- 
dered as  expedient  that  he  should  be  so 
detained,  whether  it  was  at  present  legal 
or  not :  but  it  did  not  follow  that  the  same 
provisions  were  necessary,  whether  he 
might  be  legally  detained  or  not.  If  he 
might  be  legalljr  detained  as  a  prisoner  of 
war,  then  the  bill  ought  to  be  declaratory 
merely,  and  then  such  restrictions  and 
other  provisions  might  be  added  as  should 
appear  proper.  If  it  was  expedient  that 
he  should  be  kept  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
though  that  was*  not  at  present  legal,  then 
it  would  be  necessary  to  enact — not  as 
this  bill  did,  but— that  Napoleon  should 
be  considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war  from 
the  time  when  he  delivered  himself  up; 
and  then  there  ought  to  be  an  indemnity 
to  those  who  had  done  what  they  had  no 
legal  authority  to  do.  That  sort  of  in- 
demnity was,  in  fact,  inserted  in  the  St. 
Helena  intercourse  bill.  It  would,  there- 
fore, be  (tf  great  use  to  have  the  opinion 
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vndrr  thecomiderationoftheHDusen[ion 
the  tliacusaion  of  the  poilponed  estiniBtes 
en  Monday  next. 

Mr.  l-'iirbei  resumed  aad  staled,  ihat  the 
etillant  officer  to  vrhum  he  had  alluded 
And  IdEt  a  leg  in  the  serTice,  yet  in  con- 
■equL-nce  of  the  very  inadequate  pension 
allowed  him,  he  was  acluiiily  worse  off 
with  respect  to  pay ;  that,  indeed,  he  troutd 
have  been  much  better  provided  for  it  he 
bad  never  been  wounded. 
-  Mr.  Aofe  pressed  the  objectiim  oftirC 
Warrender  as  to  the  irrelevancy  of  the 
kon.  member's  statement  to  the  qucction 
kefore  the  House,  and  on  a  cry  of  Chair, 
Chair  I— 

The  Spealcer  obacnred,  that  being  ap- 
alied  to  he  must  lay  that  the  hun.  mem- 
ber's observations  were  not  strictly  within 
the  limils  of  the  question  bctore  the 
House. 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  and  on  the 
notion  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, that  the  report  of  the  navy  estimates 
on  Wednesday  last  should  be  I'uither  eon- 
aidcrod, 

Mr.  H'ynn  animndvcrted  upon  the  loose 
manner  in  which  the  contingencies  of  the 
Bavy  were  stated  in  those  estimates — the 
axp^nse  vf  postage,  of  carrying  parcels, 
and  of  rewards  for  procuring  seamen  be- 
ing ail  stated  uoderone  head,  witltout  any 
■pecificaiion  of  the  amount  of  each  item, 
which  ^pccidcatiou  should,  in  Eiis  ojiinion, 
distinctly  appear. 

Mr.  CroJccr  observed,  that  when  this 
Uatemenl  was  received  at  the  admiralty 
from  the  navy  office,  it  was  intended  to 
•end  it  back,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the 
•pecification  alluded  to,  but  understanding 
it  to  be  the  intention  ofan  lion,  member  to 
move  for  a  detailed  statement  of  the  con- 
tingencies in  all  the  public  offices,  such  a 
proceeding  w»s  thought  unnecessary,  as  it 
would  create  delay,  and  as  it  was  proposed 
in  compliance  with  that  motion,  to  lay  the 
detail  before  the  House  on  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Brougham  adverting  to  the  number 
and  salaries  of  the  lords  commissioners  of 
the  admiralty  observed,  that  although 
since  the  abolition  of  the  ofiice  of  lord 
high  admiral,  the  number  of  tite  lords 
commissioners  was  generally  seven,  it 
sometimes  did  not  exceed  tivc;  and  he 
could  not  see  any  necessity  for  more  than 
Ave  at  present,  or  during  the  existence  of 

ficace.  Then  the  salaries  of  the  puisne 
ords  amounted  to  6000/.  per  annum,  while 
that  of  the  first  lord  was  5000/. ;  in  all 
11,000/.    With  the  aniouot  of  this  allow- 


Bill/or  delmning  Napoiton  finOMpfrtt 
ance  be  did  oot  mean  to  GnJ 
only   objected   to   the  disti 
For  he  could  not  conceive  aii;^  jotj 
for  allowing  no  more  to  the 
who  had  a  great  deal  of 
than  to  the  civil  lords,  whoreallri 
or  nothing. 

Here  the  Speaker  appeiringtsl 
disposed, 

Mr.  Ponmnby  rose  and  oliMn^j 
he  was  sure  he  expressed 
ing  of  the  H  ouee  that  this  discuftiosi 
proceed  no  further. 

The  Spraier  said,  that  be  iife 
sensible  of  the   inotire  whiclt 
this  suggestion,    but  auurcd  tl» 
that  the  debate  might  proceed 
convenience  to  him. 

Mr.  Brougham,   however, 
the  House  should  imtnediaiely 

Tlie  ChajiceOor  of  Ike  Exd>i_ 
that  this  proceeding  would  be 
oicnt,  but  he  moved  thi 
the  discussion  to  Monday 
agreed  in;  and  the  otlwr  onJni 
day  being  disposed  < 
journed. 
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was«tnp«^ 
ik  there  wi^ 
id  pdiq  isA^' 
ceediBg««^^ 
t  a  msionij** 
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Bill  for  DacAiNm  Xiww 
BUONAPABTH.]  Earl  B*«*» 
moved  the  order  of  the  dayl'm*"" 
reading;  of  the  Dill  CacOKMn^ 
tunlly  (letuining  in  custody  NipAa*! 
napari.'s  J 

Lord  HoU^ind  said,  be  did  MM 
oppose  the  bill,  as  he  wasnDi^ 
though  he  might  think  ti 
magnanimity  nor  sound  p( 
in  which  we  were  proceeding 
to  this  individual,  yet  a  msjonij** 
parliament  and  out  of  doors  voiM 
nion  that  some  such  proceedtngnm 
savy.  He  had  on  a  former  is^ 
stated  the  reasons  on  which  tw^ 
was  founded,  and  would  not  ^^ 
them,  especially  as  he  should  hm^*. 
portunity  of  recording  the  ressM^^ 
dissent  on  the  Journals — a  pn'^^ 
which  he  strongly  felt  the  vsloe  •« 
occasion.  He  was  astonished,  b^ 
that  the  noble  eecretary  of  state  * 
have  proposed  the  second  reading^' 
of  this  sort,  without  stating  tbe  ?« 
un  which  it  was  founded,  antfeica** 
any  explanation  as  to  its  nature u 
ject.  There  was  one  thing  tort 
could  not  help  calling  their  iarW 
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war  as  if  be  had  been  taken  in  battle* 
There  might,  be  some  question  whctheri 
after  the  treaty  of  peace,  he  could  be  de- 
tained as  a  prisoner  of  war ;  and  this  bill 
had  been  brought  in  to  clear  all  doubt  on 
that  questicm,  and  to  regulate  the  mode  of 
his  detention.  The  character  of  a  pri- 
soner of  war  was  well  known  in  our  statute 
book,  and  that,  tlierefore,  was  the  cha- 
racter under  which  he  was  to  be  detained. 
The  noble  lord  had  referred  to  the  treaty 
about  his  detention,  and  had  adverted  to 
certain  questions  of  policy  on  that  head : 
but  the  noble  lord  foreot  that  we  were  at 
that  time  acting  in  strict  concert  with  tlie 
other  powers;  and  that  when  Napoleon 
was  in  the  power  i>f  one,  it  followed  that 
he  must  be  considered  as  in  the  power  of 
all  the  allies.  We  had  no  exclusive  power 
over  Buonaparte,  for  he  had  given  him- 
aelf  up  in  oensequence  of  a  common  effort 
Am  to  our  undertaking  to  keep  him,  it  was 
certainly  an  advantage  to  this  country  to 
be  allowed  to  do  it,  as  we  must  be  better 
satisfied  that  it  would  be  properly  done, 
Chao  if  he  had  been  left  in  the  power  of 
any  other.  Each  had  an  equal  right  to 
demand  him  for  safe  custody ;  and  none 
could  keep  him  with  more  honour,  -secu- 
rity, and  lenity,  than  this  countrv.  If  he 
luui  been  left  in  the  power  of  Russu, 
Austria,  Prussia,  or  France,  we  might  not 
have  been  so  well  satisfied.  The  noble 
lord  said  that  the  policy  of  these  powers 
night  not  be  always  the  same  as  now. 
That  was  true,  but  might  they  not  say  the 
aame  thing  as  to  us  ?  Our  policy  might 
vary,  and  therefore  it  was  perfectly  rea^ 
aonable  that  they  should  have  an  oblisa- 
tioQ  on  our  part,  independent  of  our  exist- 
ing policy*  The  noble  lord  seemed  to 
consider  that  the  dignity  of  the  House  re- 
quired that  we  shoiud  nave  precise  infor- 
mation how  the  kw  stood  at  present:  but 
he  could  not  see  how  the  dignity  of  tlie 
House  was  concerned,  and  under  this  bill 
Buonaparte  would  be  treated  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  with  such  restrictions  as  might  ap- 
pear proper.  As  this  bill  would  place 
him  in  the  situation  of  a  prisoner  of  war, 
it'did  not  appear  material  to  have  it  ascer- 
tained how  the  law  actually  stood  at  pre- 
sent as  to  that  point. 

Lord  Holland^  in  exphination  said,  that 
his  argument  had  been  misapprehended. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  other  powers 
mi^ht  wish  to  have  him  detamea  as  a 
prisoner  o£  war ;  but  why  did  we  consent 
to  do  this  for  them  without  some  advan- 
tMge  to  ourselyes,  they  havmg  an  equal 


interest  in  his  detention  as  we  had  i  Might 
not  the  policy  of  this  country  change  i  and 
why  did  we  come  under  an  obligation  to 
deal  with  Buonaparte  as  they  wished, 
without  any  valuable  consideration  or  par- 
ticular advantage  to  ourselves  ?  In  order 
to  illustrate  his  argument,  he  would  put 
an  extreme  case,  and  be  admitted  that  it 
was  such.  Suppose  such  a  change  in  tlie 
views  of  Austria,  with  respect  to  France, 
as  that  the  Austrian  government  might 
be  inclined  to  place  the  son  of  Napoleon 
on  the  throne  of  France;  and  suppose 
a  revolution  in  France,  which  would 
render  this  an  easy  matter.  Then,  sup- 
pose we  might  find  it  necessary  to  court 
the  alliance  of  Austria  and  France  against 
other  powers  of  the  continent  The  son 
of  Napoleon  might  insist  upon  the  release 
of  his  father  as  a  preliminary  condition ; 
and  then  the  inconvenience  would  arise 
from  our  en^gements  with  Russia  and 
Prussia  on  this  bead.  Some  such  change 
might  take  place  in  the  policy  of  the 
country,  not  only  under  otner  ministers, 
but  even  under  the  present  ministers; 
and  why  were  the  councils  of  this  countir 
.thus  shackled  without  any  valuable  consi- 
deration?' Some  thought  that  the  deten- 
tion of  Buonaparte  was  legal;  others 
thouglit  it  was  not  legal,  but  that  it  was 
expedient.  Then,  in  order  to  know  how 
to  legislate  correctly,  their  lordships  ought 
to  know  how  the  law  stood  at  present. 

Earl  Bathursi  said,  he  had  not  mismi- 
derstood  the  noble  lord.  He  again  stated, 
that  we  had  no  exdusiye  right  over  Na- 
poleon, and  that  it  was  reasonable  our 
allies  should  ask  some  security  for  bis 
detention  beyond  the  existing  policy  of 
this  country ;  and  if  it  was  reasonable  in 
them  to  ask  it,  it  was  proper  in  us  to  give 
it.  We  should  not  bo  satisfied  without 
some  such  security,  if  tbqr  bad  him. 

Lord  UoUandm — Would  they  have  him 
without  a  sou  of  money  i 

The  Eari  of  Lauderdale  said,  he  tbouaht 
too  much  importance  had  been  attached 
to  this  nsatter,  and  that  ministers  seemed 
to  coooaife  there  was  something  preter- 
natural in  the  influence  of  this  man.  He 
might  havebeeii  kept  in  this  country  very 
socively  in  the  custody  of  a  peace  officer, 
and  there  were  some  very  active  peace 
officers  who  would  take  sufficient  care  of 
him:  but  Buonaparte  seemed  to  have 
paralysed  the  senses  of  the  foreign  sove- 
reigns, and  also  the  senses  of  those  who 
frsmed  th^  bill.  Why  did  they  not  speak 
plainly  out,  initead  of  wording  it  in  this 
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it  was  fitting  to  know  exactly  how  the 
matter  stood  before  they  proceeded  with 
a  bill,  from  which  it  might  be  inferred 
Ihat  it  was  not  legal.  T%e  first  question 
arose  on  the  words  of  the  bill,  *'  he  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be»  and  shall  be 
treated  and  dealt  with  as  a  prisoner  of 
war."  If,  then,  he  was  to  be  held  and 
dealt  wiih  as  a  prisoner  of  war  by  virtue 
of  this  bill,  what  would  be  the  legal  con- 
sequences of  such  an  enactment?  He 
ahould  then  propose  to  submit  to  the 
judges  thei«  questions— IsL  What  was 
the  precise  description  of  an  alien  enemy 
and  an  alien  friend?  2d.  Whether  any 
person  could  be  considered  as  an  alien 
enemy,  who  was  not  the  subject  of  any 
Btatc  with  which  we  were  at  war?  3d. 
Was  an  alien  enemy  taken  in  war  entitled 
to  his  Habeas  Corpus,  if  detained  after 
the  signature  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  with 
all  the  powers  or  any  of'^  which  he  could 
be  considered  as  a  subject  ?  4th.  Could 
any  person  he  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war^ 
who  was  not  the  subject  of  any  known 
state?  5th«  Could  any  man  be  so  de- 
tained who  was  the  subject  of  a  state  with 
whom  we  were  not  at  war  ?  The  answer 
to  these  questions  would  put  their  lord- 
ships in  possession  of  the  proper  informa- 
tion on  this  subject.  U  there  was  no 
doubt  about  the  law,  why  was  this  bill 
brought  in  ?  He  was  exposing  himself  very 
imprudently  to  the  sort  of  answer  which 
would  be  given  to  all  this,  namely,  that 
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ed,  because  the  court  contei 
the  alien  enemy  might  beo 
friend,  and  then  he  would  I 
proceed  with  his  suit.  Thi 
render  the  law  absolutely  uoi 
this  point.  The  commoo  Isa 
vision  about  modes  of  prooe 
case  of  a  prisoner  of  war,  s 
templated  the  character  of  si 
alien  enemy,  and  recognised 
an  alien  enemy  in  custody; 
they  knew  precisely  what  wa 
the  law  at  present,  the  coi 
passing  this  bill  would  bet 
matter  in  legal  subtleties*  «l 
ingenuity  of  the  noble  and  1 
could  not  unravel*  He  wUe 
that  the  second  reading  of  ii 
be  postponed  till  after  ue  Ub 
judffes,  who  were  absent  ia  i 
of  their  important  duties,  osa 
till  then.  This  could  Uardl| 
to  on  the  ground  of  delajf  sii 
had  the  same  meana  of  Imid| 
such  a  bill,  if  necessary,  kM 
the  delay  was  therefore  owi 
selves,  and  not  to  those  wboi 
of  having  the  propcsr  infonn 
subject,  before  they  agreed 
which  the  consequences  migl 
portant*  He  shoald  theralbr 
the  bill  be  read  a  second  ti 
Tuesday  after  the  recess,  i 
purpose,  that  the  word  *<i 
out  of  the  motion    for   th 
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of  the  good  intentions  of  the  chancdbr  «f 
the  exchequer,  but  they  hoped  he  would 
instantly  give  up  his  tax,  as  they  yould 
be  materially  injured  by  its  continuance. 
Barley  had  already  experienced  much 
disadvantage  in  the  market,  and  the 
maltsters  who  had  purchased  malt,  before 
the  intention  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer was  known,  had  been  very  great 
losers. 

Mr.  C  Calvert  said,  that  had  he  been 
in  the  House  the  other  evening,  he  should 
have  endeavoured'  to  point  out  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  the  deficiency 
of  the  resolutions  on  the  war  malt  tax. 
What  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
offered  to  the  brewer  was,  a  drawback  of 
13«.  S^.:  but  this  was  not  a  sufficient 
encouragement  to  the  brewer  to  consume 
malt.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  wished 
to  give  a  spur  to  the  brewers  for  general 
purposes,  he  should  rather  say  he  would 
give  16*»  to  July ;  but  if  they  brewed  now, 
he  would  give  them  17«.  The  brewers 
were  a  reasonable  set  of  men,  and  did  not 
expect  to  lose  by  what  was  proposed  as 
favourable  to  the  trade.  An  hon.  baronet 
bad  thought  that  beer  ou^ht  to  be  lower- 
ed a  penny  a  pot ;  but  if  he  had  consi- 
dered the  matter  fairly,  he  would  have 
found,  that  when  ld«.  were  put  on  malt, 
beer  was  raised  a  half-penny  only ;  and, 
in  taking  off  the  duty,  it  would  be  lowered 
a  half-penny.  When  the  hon.  baronet 
spoke  thus,  he  (Mr.  C.)  might  as  well 
speak  about  the  price  of  coals.  Another 
hon.  member  wanted  regulations  as  to  the 
quality  of  beer;  but  he  did  not  like  a  si- 
milar interference  as  to  com.  It  could 
be  proved  that  the  London  beer  was 
cheaper,  better  in  quality,  and  more  in 
quantity  of  measure,  than  the  beer  sold 
in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  ad- 
vantages gained  by  brewers  were  by  no 
means  what  they  were  supposed  to  be. 
No  great  article  of  consumption  had  pro- 
ceeded in  so  small  a  ratio  as  to  the  in- 
crease of  price :  the  brewers,  indeed,  had 
studied  to  keep  the  price  of  beer  as  low  as 
possible. 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  explained  his  former 
observations ;  but  still  thought  that  beer 
ought  to,  fall  in  the  way  he  had  stated, 
when  the  war  malt  tax  should  be  removed. 
As  to  what  had  been  said  about  coals,  the 
fact  was,  that  the  coal  owners  had  noUiine 
to  do  with  the  raising  of  the  price  of  coa£ 
In  London.  For  many  years  their  prices 
had  not  been  raised.  The  rise  was 
ascribaUe  entirely  to  others.     A  great 
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cause  df  beer  being  both  high-priced  and 
indi&rent  he  considered  to  be  owing  to 
the  practice  of  the   monopoly    of  the 

fmbhc-houses  by  the  brewers.  He  be^^ 
ieved  this  not  to  apply  so  much  to  the 
London  as  the  country  brewers. 

Mr.  Calvert  explained  that  he  had  only 
said  he  might  might  with  equal  propriety 
have  asked  questions  about  corn  and  coals. 
Porter  had  been  raised  and  lowered,  and  it 
would  soon  be  sold  at  four-pence  half- 
penny. 

Mr.  Barclay  observed,  that  the  whole 
advance  made  by  the  brewers  in  thirty- 
four  years  was  Sf.  per  barrel  or  one  far« 
thing  per  pot.  Let  gentlemen,  then,  look 
back,  ana  consider  the  price  of  malt, 
which,  in  1782,  was  28«.  6^.  and  the  duty 
lOf.  6d,  Now  the  price  of  malt  was  65^. 
and  the  duHr,  in  round  numbers  S5«.  This 
made  a  difierence  as  to  barley  of  18^.  to 
305.  Hops  in  1782  were  40*.  per  cwt. 
and  now  were  6/.  8«. — an  increase  of  three 
hundred  per  cent.  Besides  these  matters, 
gentlemen  could  easily  conceive  the  aug- 
mentation of  charges  in  the  providing  of 
horses  and  other  implements  of  trade. 
No  reduction  of  price  could  now  be  ex- 
pected but  by  the  reduction  of  duty.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  baronet,  that  it  was 
an  evil  for  the  brewers  to  hold  the  public*^ 
houses,  both  to  the  country  and  to  their 
own  interests.  It  occasioned  an  unjusti- 
fiable increase  of  capital ;  but  he  did  not 
believe  that  it  applied  to  the  London 
brewers. 

Mr.  Curtoen  argued  that  firom  the  hon. 
gentleman's  own  statement  there  must 
have  been  an  occasional  deterioration  in 
the  quality  of  porter,  in  order  to  enable 
the  brewers  to  go  on  at  all.  He  urged 
the  expediency  of  a  reduction  in  the  price 
of  that  wholesome  beverage  as  calculated 
to  diminish  the  pernicious  effects  resulting 
from  drinking  spirits. 

Mr.  Western  was  anxious  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  petition  then 
before  them,  praying  for  the  immediate 
cessation  of  the  malt  duties.  The  object 
of  such  a  proposition  was  to  relieve  the 
market  from  its  present  state  of  derange- 
ment, for  unless  the  malt  duty  were  taken 
off  now,  no  private  brewers  would  con- 
sume malt  until  the  month  of  July,  and 
the  market  would  continue  in  its  present 
overloaded  and  depressed  state. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  con- 
sidered, that  the  proposition  Of  immediate 
repeal  might  involve  an  injustice  to  the 
pimlic  breweo  if  he  paid  for  stock  in 
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hand;  tod  if  "he  did  not,  gorenmienl 
would  have  to  pay  him  nearly  a  million. 
The  difference  by  the  present  arrangement 
to  the  priyate  orewer  would  be  inconsi- 
derable.  He  would  recommend  to  the 
public  brewer  to  brew  aa  largely  and  at 
early  as  possible,  as  the  price  of  barley 
would  rise:  he  would  thereby  gain  more. 
The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

PETltlON   FROM  WiLTS    RESPECTING 

EcoNOMT,  Reform,  &c.^  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  presented  a  petition  from  the 
county  or  Wilts,  complaining  of  yarious 
grievances,  and  praying  for  retrenchmeni 
and  reform.  The  hon.  baronet  specified 
some  of  the  complaints  in  the  petition, 
expressed  his  conyiction  that  they  were 
well  grounded,  and  declared  his  entire 
concurrence  in  the  feelings  with  which 
the  petitioners  viewed  them. 

The  petition  was  brought  up  and  read ; 
setting  forth,  <<  First,  that  the  distresses 
of  agriculture  and  trade,  which  are  noto- 
riously prevalent  throughout  the  whole 
country,  have  arisen  from  the  great  load 
of  taxes,  which  have  been  employed  prin- 
cipally in  the  cause  of  despotism  and  per- 
secution, and  from  the  operation  of  a 
paper  currency,  through  the  means  of 
which  the  ministry,  in  conjunction  with 
the  bank  of  England,  have  now  doubled, 
in  fact,  the  burthens  of  all  those  who  do 
not  derive  their  means  of  living  out  of  the 
public  revenue ;  second,  that  it  is  in  vain 
to  look  for  a  remedy  in  any  thing  but  a 
diminution  of  taxation,  and  a  strict  in- 
quiry into  the  means  by  which  the  trea« 
sures  of  the  nation  have  been  squandered, 
a  rigid  search  for  the  present  place  of 
deposit  of  those  treasures,  and  just  and 
legal  measures  to  recover,  for  die  use  of 
the  nation,  whatsoevei^  part  of  them  may 
have  been  fraudulently  and  iniquitousty 
alienated  from  it ;  third,  that  it  is  degrad- 
ing^ to  the  nation  to  be  compelled  to 
maintain  a  regular  military  force  in  time 
of  peace  to  any  extent  whatever,  and  it 
roust  fill  every  man  with  indignation  to  be 
told  that  a  considerable  part  of  an  enor- 
mous standing  army,  is  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  in  Encland,  and  to  keep 
the  people  of  Ireland  shut  up  in  their 
houses  from  sun-set  to  sun-rise ;  that  it  is, 
however,  notorious  that  an  audacious  and 
insolent  minister  has  dared  openly  to  avow 
these  purposes  for  keeping  a  large  stand- 
ing army  embodied,  and  tluit  it  is  his  in« 
tention  to  rule  us,  if  possible,  by  the  point 


of  the  bayonet;  the  petitioners  cannot 
entertain  the  smallest  doubt,  but  thai  they 
are  quite  certain,  that   Englishmen,  io 
whatsoever  manner  they  may  be   Ger- 
manized  in*  point  of  dress,  and  in  part 
commanded  by  foreigners,  in  open  viola- 
tion of  law,  will  still  be  Engltshmen  in 
heart,  and  will  never  be  found  wo  base  aa 
to  turn  their  anna  against  the  livea  and 
liberties  of  their  countrymen ;  fourth,  thai 
it  is  manifestly  unjust,  8Bd  diacoyers  an 
unfeeling  disposition  in  the  ^oyemment, 
not  to  have  reduced  the  sabriea,  the  pea- 
sions,  and  other  allowances,  to  persons 
paid  out  of  the  pubUc  money,  while  it  is 
notorious  that  the  price  of  aU  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  the  wages  of  labooren^ 
and  the  profits  of  farmers  and  tradesmeo, 
have  been  so  materially  reduced;   and 
that  the  same  unfeeling  disposition  lias 
been,  if  possible,  more  signally  discovered 
in  the  grant  of  an  enormous  sum  of  monqr 
out  of  the  taxes  to  defray  the  ezpenaea  of 
a   new   matrimonial  connexion,  while  ft 
is  well  known  that  an  immense  anm  of 
money  is  deposited  in  the  funds  belonging 
to  his  majesty,  and  which  money  has  been 
exempted  from  the«  payment  of  the  pro* 
perty  tax,  which  was  so  rigidly  exacted 
from  the  whole  of  bis  subjects,  not  ex- 
cepting the  widow  and  the  orphan  that 
had  their  mite  in  the  same  species  of  seen* 
rity ;  fifth,  that  it  is  impossible  to  believe 
that    this    iodustrious,  persevering,    and 
provident  people,  could  ever  have  been 
brought  into  the  present  ruined  state  if 
they  had  had  the  choosing  of  i>erBonata 
represent  them  to  maintain  their  rights; 
and  that,  therefore,  as  the  great  cause  of 
all  the  evils  of  the  country,  it  ia  necessary 
that  no  time  be  lost  in  doing  away  that 
system  of  bribery  and  corruption  which 
was  so  fully  exposed  in  the  month  of  May 
1809,  and  the  existence  of  which  was,  by 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
themselves,  ackivowledged  to  be  as  note- 
rious  as  the  sun  at  noon  day ;  aixth,  thai 
therefore,   the  petitioners  pray  that,  in 
order  to  afford  the  country  a  chance  of 
restoration  to  prosperity,  the  House  witt 
adopt  speedily  such  measurea  as  will  pro- 
duce a  constitutional  reform  in  the  Com- 
mons House  of  Parliament,  so  that  in 
reality,  and  not  in  mockery,  it  may  in 
future  be  said  that  Englishmen  are  taxed 
only  by  their  own  consent.'' 

Mr.  Methuen  did  not  object  to  the 
House  receiving  the  present  petition ;  hot 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  state,  that  he 
would,  in  a  day  or  two,  present  a  counter* 
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Sitition  front  the  same  eountyy  and  the 
ouse,  by  cotoparing  the  names  ^nd  re- 
apectabihty  of  die  petitioners,  determine 
to  which  most  consideration  was  dae. 

Sir  R  Burdett  replied,  that  the  petition 
which  he  had  then  the  honour  of  present- 
ing, had  been  prepared  at  a  meeting  con- 
Tened  by  the  high  sheriff  of  the  county. 
He  could  not  say  whether  the  promised 
counter-petition  would  have  to  boast  of 
such  a  circumstance. 

Mr.  Methuen  did  not  mean  to  deny  that 
it  was  agreed  to,  as  stated  by  the  hon. 
baronet,  in  a  regular  meeting,  but  the 
meeting  was  small  and  inconsiderablei 
there  being  present  not  more  than  twenty 
freeholders.  The  manner  in  which  it  con- 
ducted itself  was  not  such  as  to  invite  free 
discussion,  or  to  adroit  of  a  difference  of 
opinion.  He  knew  one  gentleman  who 
bad  attended  with  the  intention  of  pro- 
posing some  modification  of  the  measures 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  majority,  and 
he  was  so  booted  and  clamoured  down 
that  his  voice  could  not  be  heard.  He 
should  have  the  honour  of  presenting  ano- 
ther petition,  not  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
posing this  one,  in  which  his  constituents 
could  not  concur,  but  of  a  different  cha- 
racter, and  expressing  their  own  senti- 
ments on  public  affairs. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  dn  the 
table. 

French  Contribution.!  Mr.Douglas 
wished  to  ask  the  noble  lord  opposite, 
whether  he  had  any  objection  to  the  pro- 
duction of  an  account  that  had  already 
undergone  some  discussion  in  another 
place,  but  which  more  particularly  inte- 
rested this  House,  which  might  be  said  to 
have  a  control  over  the  revenue  of  the 
state.  He  alluded  to  a  sum  of  880,000^. 
which  had  been  received  by  his  Majesty's 
government  from  France,  anterior  to  the 
signing  of  the  treaty  of  peace  at  Paris, 
which  had  been  applied,  without  any  con- 
currence of  parliament,  to  the  support  of 
the  British  army  on  the  continent.  He 
did  not  at  present  mean  to  give  any  opi- 
nion whatever  on  this  subject,  or  to  say 
whether  his  majesty's  ministers  were  au- 
thorized to  do  as  they  had  done,  by  any 
principle  of  the  constitution  or  not.  He 
could  only  say  if  such  a  power  did  exist 
iroder  the  constitution,  that  it  was  one  of 
a  most  dangerous  and  objectionable  de- 
scription, into  which  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  House  to  exambe  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  period.    The  motion  Aat  he 
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had  to  submit  was  <<  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House,  an  account  of  all  monies 
paid,  payable,  or  due,  to  the  British  go- 
vemment  from  France  since  the  18th  of 
June  1815,  distinguishing  the  dates  at 
which  they  were  paid  or  became  due, 
with  the  mode  of  tneir  intended  or  actual 
application.^' 

Lord  Castiereagh  stated,  that  the  whole 
of  that  sum,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
part  employed  in  paying  for  the  carriage 
of  the  statues  and  works  of  art  to  Italy, 
and  the  erection  of  a  monument,  already 
alluded  to,  at  Rome^  had  been  applied  to 
the  public  service.  This  information  had 
been  given  to  the  House  again  and  agaiD^ 
in  the  course  of  several  debates.  There 
would  be  no  difficulty,  however,,  in  fur- 
nishing the  details  required  respecting  the 
application  of  the  money,  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman should  make  them  the  subject  of  a 
motion. 

Mr.  Homer  professed  himself  entirely 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  the  noble  lord 
meant  by  alluding  to  his  former  state- 
ments and  explanations.  He  remembered 
very  well  the  discussions  to  which  he  re- 
ferred, but  he  could  not  recollect  a  single 
word  that  explained  the  use  to  which  this 
money  was  applied,  or  even  hinted  at  its 
existence.  Ii  an  account  Jiad  formerly 
been  given,  no  account  would  now  be  re* 
quired ;  nor  would  the  subject  seem  now 
so  new  to  the  House,  as  he  was  sure  it 
must  do  to  all  not  in  the  confidence  ot 
ministers.  In  the  accounts  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House^  there  was  not  one 
word  about  this  sum  w  880,000/.  In  con- 
sequence of  a  motion  of  an  hon.  and 
learned  friend  of  his,  an  account  of  the 
money  contributed  by  France  to  thia 
country  was  produced ;  but  it  merely  in- 
cluded the  amount  of  the  sums  received 
in  consequence  of  treaties  and  conven- 
tions. 

Lord  Castiereagh  said,  he  was  still  satis- 
fied of  the  truth  of  the  observations  he 
had  already  made,  namely,  that  this  sub- 
ject had  been  distinctly  explained  in  the 
course  of  debate  on  former  nishts,  both 
by  himself  and  his  right  hon.  friend,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who,  on 
opening  his  detail  of  the  financial  plans  for 
the  year,  had  adverted  to  the  appropria- 
tion of  this  sum.  In  answer  to  a  question 
from  an  hon.  gentleman  who  had  raised  a 
doubt  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  sum  taken 
by  government  for  the  support  of  the 
corps  on  the  frontiers  of  France,  he  (lord 
Castiereagh)  had  also  particularly  alluded 
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against  maintaining  a  force  of  30,000  men 
in  France,  on  the  ground  that  the  contri- 
butions supplied  by  that  kingdom  were  in- 
sufficient for  defraying  its  charges,  and 
-  thus  afforded  an  opportunity  of  stating  the 
utmost  farthing  that  was  expected  to  be 
derived  from  that  source ;  but  no  answer 
of  this  kind  was  given. 

Lord  Casilercagh  again  maintained,  that 
he  perfectly  recollected  explaining  the 
circumstances  to  which  the  non.  gentle- 
man had  objected,  and  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  money  received  in  consequence 
of  treaties  and  con?entions>  and  that 
which  was  booty  of  war. 

Mr.  Brougham  remembered  a  distinc- 
tion stated  between  what  was  called  booty, 
and  contributions  made  in  consequence  of 
treaty ;  but  no  notice  was  then  taken  of 
the  sum  now  found  to  have  come  under 
the  management  and  disposal  of  ministers. 
When  an  hon.  and  learned  friend  of  his 

isir  James  Mackintosh)  had  moved  for 
le  accounts  of  what  we  had  received  from 
France,  no  hint  was  given  that  any  thing 
more  than  what  was  contained  in  the  re- 
turn was  actually  come  into  our  posses- 
sion. Would  it  not  have  been  proper, 
would  it  not  have  been  fair,  when  that 
motion  was  made,  for  the  noble  lord  to 
have  come  forward  and  said,  **  I  will  grant 
you  the  account  you  reqdre,  but  there 
me  sums  which  the  wording  of  your  mo- 

tl/m     iviff    tlAf     r^anh  •      T    tharolVkrA      Kninrv 


the  droits  of  the  admiralty 
formerly  the  honour  of  i 
House ;  but  nothing  had  si 
to  regulate  the  use  of  sw 
thougli  some  measure  was 
for  by  every  consideratioa 
tional  policy. 

The  Chancclli/r  of  the  1 
glad  the  subject  was  brou^ 
view  of  tlie  House,  and  thsi 
nity  of  offering  proper  exp 
been  thus  afforded.  He  rem 
distinctly,  that  when  he  sb 
sources  of  the  country  in  the 
the  session,  and  the  meaoi 
supporting  our  establishme 
tioned  that  700,000/.  had  h 
from  France,  and  applied  ti 
charges  of  the  army  in  thatc 
mentioned,  in  addition,  th 
were  applicable  to  the  public 
the  contributions  that  nad  li 
When  he  spoke  of  these  lu 
not  be  supposed  to  allude  to 
vanccd  in  consequence  of 
conventions.  The  reason  wl 
in  question  had  not  been  ace 
the  return  made  to  an  hon, 
gentleman's  motion  was,  thai 
the  motion  was  only  intende 
a  statement  of  the  sums  i 
treaties  sanctioned  by  the 
accounts  would,  however,  ii 
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MB  formerly  how  much  we  had 'to  spend  ? 
Was  it  not  to  be  expected  that  he  would 
have  asked  the  advice  of  parliament  about 
the  disposal  of  it,  before  ministers  pro- 
ceeded to  apply  ?  This  was  a  question  of 
great  constitutional  importance,  and  ought 
not  to  be  lightly  passed  over.  He  be- 
lieved ministers  gave  a  true  account  of 
the  amount,  and  that  they  would  employ 
it  for  the  public  advantage,  but  still  we 
had  only  their  word  for  it.  It  might  be 
880,000/.,  or  a  million,  or  more,  or  any 
sum,  for  all  the  evidence  that  was  before 
the  House.  He  would  wait,  however,  for 
the  account,  and  in  the  mean  time  would  ask 
the  noble  lord,  if  the  contributions  levied 
upon  France  would  be  sufficient  to  main- 
tain our  army  in  that  country,  and  whether 
there  were  more  sums  allotted  for  that  pur- 
pose than  had  hitherto  been  disclosed  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  reminded  the  right 
hon.  member  that  he  had  on  a  former 
night  distinctly  stated  all  the   arrange- 
ments that  had  been  entered  into  for  the 
receipt  and  distribiftion  of  the  sums  drawn 
from  France,   of   which   our   proportion 
came  to  about  six  millions.    There  was 
no  part  of  the  arrangement  that  had  ever 
been  made  a  matter  of  concealment  by 
ministers.    -His    right    hon.    friend    had 
stated,  that  a  part  of  the  sum  in  question 
had  been  applied   to   the  liquidation  of 
some  of  the  army  extraordinaries  in  Por- 
tugal.   If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  really 
supposed  that  this  money  was  sufficient  to 
defray  the  whole  of  the  expenses  of  our 
array  in  France,  he  could  show  him  that 
this  was  impossible.     There  would  in  this 
year  be  an  actual  deficiency  of  270,000/. 
We  had  not,  in  fact,  received  the  amount 
of  our  proportion  this  year,  because,  from 
the  impoverished  state  of  the  finances  of 
Austria  and  Prussia,  it  was  found  advisable 
to  let  them  receive  ten  millions  of  their 
share  of  the  contributions  in  advance ;  in 
consequence  we  should  receive  less  in  the 
first  than  in  the  subsequent  years.    It  was 
taken  as  a  general  principle,  that  150,000 
men  should  be  paid  by  France;   but  it 
never  was  understood,  that  the  provision 
made  by  France  for  the  corps  of  observa- 
tion covered  the  whoI«  of  the  expenses, 
but  that  afterwards  means  would  be  found 
to  cover  them  :  but,  supposing  the  occu- 
pation to  last  five  years,  and  30,000  Bri- 
tish troops   be    retained,  their  expense 
would  finally  be  covered  by  the  amount  of 
the  contributions.     This  was  the  course 
that  had  been  understood,  and  it  had  been 
distinctly  explained  before. 
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Mr.  Tiemey  replied,  that  by  the  Ar- 
rangement signed  by  the  noble  lord,  we 
were  altogether  exonerated  from  this 
charge ;  but  he  now  said,  that  we  weve 
this  year  to  be  saddled  with  an  expense 
of  270,000/.  It  was  material  this  should 
be  understood,  for  the  amount  must  be 
made  good ;  and  when  what  was  to  be 
given  to  the  army  was  taken  into  the  ac- 
count, it  would  be  found  that  next  year, 
the  deficiency,  instead  of  being  270,000/. 
would  amount  to  500,000/.  or  600,000/. 

Lord  Castlereagh  allowed  this  might 
happen  in  the  first  and  second  years,  on 
account  of  the  sums  allowed  to  the  allies. 
France  engaged  to  support  150,000  men 
on  an  average  of  the  pay  of  the  continent. 
The  sunpi  was  sufficient  for  continental 
troops,  but  insufficient  for  ours ;  but  it 
was  calculated  that  our  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure would  be  covered  by  the  extra* 
ordinary  contribution.  This  had  been  the 
course  of  his  argument  on  former  occa- 
sions. 

Mr.  Tiemey  did  not  remember  the 
course  of  the  noble  lord's  argumenti  but 
he  recollected  very  well  that  he  had  said 
the  country  was  to  be  entirely  freed  from 
all  charge  on  account  of  our  army  in 
France;  and  he  was  prepared  to  show^ 
that  there  would  be  270,000/.  of  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  French  contributions  for  its 
maintenance.  Next  year  there  would  be 
a  greater  deficiency,  not  less  than  650,000/. 
[Here  lord  Castlereagh  said,  across  the 
table,  that  would  not  happen  till  the  thufd 
year.]  The  right  hon.  gentleman  conti- 
nued by  saying,  that  it  was  doubtful  whe* 
ther  our  present  securities  would  last  for 
three  years.  France  was  to  pay  the  whole. 
His  lordship  had  now  abandoned  this  hope 
for  two  years ;  but  <<  wait,"  says  he,  <*  till 
the  thirid  year,  and  all  will  be  cleared." 
So  we  were  to  depend  upon  the  money 
granted  by  France  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
expenses  of  the  war,  for  the  payment  of 
those  troops  that  were  to  maintain  the 
peace!  The  Bourbons  promised  an  in- 
demnity, and  we  were  to  spend  the  whole 
of  it,  not  in  recovering  ourselves  from  our 
distresses, -but  in  supporting  them  upon 
the  throne  I 

Mr.  Douglas  thought  the  subject  of  in- 
finite importance,  and  that  it  might  be 
clearly  understood,  he  gave  notice  that  if 
no  member  mqre  adequate  to  the  task* 
should  make  a  motion  on  it,  he  would  him- 
self do  so  at  an  early  period  after  the 
£aster  recess. 

Mr.  Baring  said|  the  House  had  for- 
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before  tlie  House,  and  on  a  cry  ol  Chair, 
Cliair  !— 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  being  ap- 

Eh'cd  to  he  must  say  that  the  hon.  mem- 
er's  observations  were  not  strictly  within 
the  limits  of  the  question  before  the 
House. 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  and  on  the 
motion  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, that  the  report  of  the  navy  estimates 
on  Wednesday  last  should  be  further  con- 
sidered, 

Mr.  fVi^nn  animadverted  upon  the  loose 
manner  in  which  the  contingencies  of  the 
savy  were  stated  in  those  estimates — the 
expense  of  postage,  of  carrying  parcels, 
and  of  rewards  for  procuring  seamen  be- 
ing all  stated  under  one  head,  without  any 
apecification  of  the  amount  of  each  item, 
which  specitication  should,  in  his  opinion, 
distinctly  appear. 

Mr.  Croker  observed,  that  when  this 
statement  was  received  at  the  admiralty 
from  the  navy  office,  it  was  intended  to 
send  it  back,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the 
apecification  alluded  to,  but  understanding 
it  to  be  the  intention  of  an  hon.  member  to 
move  for  a  detailed  statement  of  the  con- 
thigencies  in  all  the  public  offices,  such  a 
proceeding  was  thought  unnecessary,  as  it 
would  create  delay,  and  as  it  was  proposed 
in  compliance  with  that  motion,  to  lay  the 
detail  before  the  House  on  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Brougham  adverting  to  the  number 
and  salaries  of  the  lords  commissioners  of 
the    admiralty   observed,    that    althouiFh 


sensible  of  the  motive  \ 
this  suggestion,  but  assi 
that  the  debate  might  pro 
convenience  to  him. 

Mr.  Brovtrham^  howei 
the  House  should  immedL 

The  Chancellor  of  the 
that  this  proceeding  wot 
nient,  but  he  moved  the 
the  discussion  to  Monday 
agreed  to;  and  the  othc 
day  being  disposed  of, 
journed. 


HOUSE   OF  L 
Monday^  Api 

Bill  for  detaixi 
BuoNAPAaTE.^  Earl 
moved  the  order  of  the  di 
reading  of  the  Bill  ibr- 
tually  detaining  in  custod; 
naparte. 

Lord  Holland  said,  h 
oppose  the  bill,  as  he  wai 
though  he  might  think  t 
magnanimity  nor  sound  pi 
in  which  we  were  proceec 
to  this  individual,  yet  a 
parliament  and  out  of  6i 
nion  that  some  such  procf 
sary.  He  had  on  a  i 
stated  the  reasons  on  w! 
was  founded,  and  would 
tliem,  especially  as  he  she 
Dortunity  of  recording  tl 
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.0  M  connected  with  thii  liill— lie 
I  to  the  trcity  by  wliicli  (irciit 
.  hod  become  bound  lo  ki-pp  him. 
son  delivered  liimNt'ir  up  in  •luly 
Knd,  Boon  after,  a  treuty  Bjipeiiri-rli 
=li  Great  Britain,  willioutaiiyi.li|)u- 
ra  its  favour,  had  gratuiiouoly  oWr.trti 
*d  and  keep  him.  Now,  be  would 
^en  we  had  him  in  our  [towL'r  li*  1r* 
'  ith  according  ai  ihi;  law  or  nuiionn, 
municipal  taw  and  policy  nl'  thia 
^  might  dictate,  why  it  wa«  lltnt 
iTi  lud  Toiunlarily  alitckled  tlte 
fta  of  thit  country  (ly  aufh  a  treaty  ! 
*«,  if  we  were  authorized  by  tlie  law 
ou,  and  the  municipal  taw  nf  the 


ApHILN,    IHIIi. 


Illll't 


(lint  our  piilitim)  vinwa  iiituht  lin  iHminril 
rriiin  (liotK  III   IIumikiuhI  I'riiwlii'   Why, 

rlirn,    iliil    li'rK    riintliiiln   H   liHitly 

iiiii-roiiii  (111  lliM  i-Miiiiliy  ifiihiiiil  iilty  •■■itti 
vulfiit !    'I'lin  tti'itly  liitKHii  wirli  ati  hIU 

Kaiioii,  Hint  Diioiiapnrln  wiia  tl In  lhi> 

|)uwcr  Iff  tlif  allli'd  «>v('M<lp.ii«,  wlilob  mm 
uiiliiiiiidcd  ill  I'hi'I,  for  I>p  whi  iIkii  )ii  tli« 
powirr  uf  (iriiitl  Urllittti  ulnmt ,  innl  1(  WMk 
cnriditv,  ultrr  llii*,  In  lltol  thai  tiiuM 
Itrimin  wua  lo  Im  l-iHdi'd  oiili  nil  ibu  ■>* 

CMiMi  aii4  all  llin  ii'iji'iruiliilil  y  'tl  Vi  «|iln|| 
im,  l»r  thi<  K'uliflialKiti  ',1  IIkIi  *•  viiijfU 
«rin|{raliluili',  Hti'IlJiui,  lno,  *iiIi>iiiIi'iim 
nenanii'io.  V/iUmii  m.j  ii-ltn  m  •■  i»  iltu 
individual   himutl.  m  •Iiui   »iivl>t  Iiu  bla 


y,  to  detain  Napoleon,  then  «(:  had  I  dnerta,  wc  un^lit  fi  diut  witli 
'^er  to  do  ao  witho'it  thii  treaty.)  mainier    iM-cmnof;    llm    "i.iiify        Wa 
Other  power*  conaidercd  it  a*  an  i  ougUt  uolUr  tHiuwU-t  tiff  \f  •^ii-''  if'ni'ii- 


rr. 


that  be  ibould  be  no  kept,  why  I  mmi  th«  ihdi*i'|ii*l  uny} 


Ift  l»   tS^iu 


so  it  gratuitously^    Two  of  tfaeic  ,  d«:w:rv( 

■tood  in  a  peculiar  lituation  with  ^  a  %":»*■  and  ..^>  nA  i<4>('>->  f<  .r.f:  >  •      With 

-    to  Buonunne.     One  waa  Dearly  reipect  t/j  tif.  lyiil  I'l^-if,  !>&  i*i'ti>4  'tc 

~-ted   with  biro   by   marriage,    and  h<»M«  tfi  'yuMfAnt  »>>«'.  it  ww,  vA  wkct 

e- had  not  only  bt^n  connected  with  w'*'j'd  b^  iW  Ujfk.  i^,i.>*'f >,*•••  a*  w(j*«  «» 

V  treatiei,    b'jt    tbe  aoTertign  tod  paMc^.       Jr.    ii'v;  :<]f    */.*     r,.  .   )»-     fwM^ 

K  the  ftrongett  pervjnal  atiacbiae^t  irr<«*t  4X^,..'.y  m  nA*f*iu--',--  y  '  '*  ^"4 

,  and  that,  too,  after  thwe  acu  f ,*  i*  i^mm  ;/■*;--■*.     fcrf  ■^Af»A*  ■>*■ ,'  if/i4- 

ae  bad  be«a  ponicolariv  *ii;EKaliz«d  ilji^  •{^vi*^  '>(  v^  <<•>:- ••.//i.  •/•  i^/,  A 

^)Ch«r  cr-Jsea  of  t';at  detc:  pii'K'.^    *:*».•■._*  *- ;  Ctf'-'«v*  •■■*■'■  '^f  »"•  <* 

J  crJ=*    1-.*  h.jl'  ^itr  c.;^'i;:iei    tut  yt'-^f  ■/  '>-.ti.i.-^'  i-i    «  »  v-.v^*« 
^tatt-'ia-.r  i.,  v.  i.  :-*t  :i-v;^     «•  •ik    '.^   ■-jr.*-        •■-  •.^y-r  <♦ 


s-i  un   -,  =   - 


•Tin  m.^S   KfiK      inieir 
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was  not  complied  with.  The  question  was 
not,  whether  the  regulation  ought  or  ought 
TK>t  to  be  complied  with,  but  whether  the 
House  was  now  to  be  Uken  b^  surprise. 
If  the  papers  produced  along  with  the  ac- 
counts stiould  not  be  sufficient,  then  it 
would  be  competent  for  any  member  to 
move  for  others.  Undoubtedly  a  prima 
facie  reason  was  made  out  for  inquiry  why 
the  estimates  for  the  last  quarter  m  the 
lord  chamberlain's;  department  were  not 
produced ;  but  the  question  was,  whether 
the  necessity  was  so  pressing  as  not  to 
allow  the  House  to  wait  for  the  general 
statement,  which  would  probably  satisfy 
the  House,  and  prevent  any  fsrther  in- 
quiries on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman. ' 

The  House  then  divided :  For  the  mo- 
tion, 40 ;  Against  it,  49.  Majority  against 
H9, 

List  of  ike  Minority. 


in  the  improved  estimates.  After  he  hmi 
made  this  statement,  he  hoped  the  con- 
mittee  would  give  some  credit  to  the  de- 
partment to  which  he  was  attached,  hn 
flavin^  shown  a  due  d^ree  of  attention  to 
the  pnnciple  of  economy. 

Tbe  ordiouy  for  the  preaeat  year  was lJ6ga,5i5  14  I 

EitraonUnarks ^€^990    8  S 

Uoprarlded  ..  |}J}*}   .,  ggj  ^g  ^J ^^^^^   ^  ^ 

Forlrdand „     St8,7]l9  19  # 

Making  t  total  tot  the  Uidttd  Kiogdom  of.  •1««39,399    5  6 


Tbere  was,  tboi,  an  article,  iodtided  **  Ex- 
of  Redaction,'*  which  anwantcd  to 


flOO/)Oa    0  • 


Barham,  J.  F. 
BankeSyH. 
Baring,  sir  T. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Birch,  Joseph 
Burreil,  W. 
Barclay,  C. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Brougham,  H. 
Crcevey,  Tlios. 
Cidvert,  Charles 
Douglas,  hon.  F. 
Fereusson,  sir  R.  C. 
Folkstone,  lord 
Foley,  T. 
Gordon,  R. 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Heathcote,  sir  G. 
Hammersley,  H. 
Howard,  hon.  W. 
Howorth,  H. 
Lambton^  John  G. 


Lvttelton,  hon.  W. 
Moore,  P. 
Martin,  John 
Martin,  H. 
Monck,  ur  C. 
Metbuen,  Paul 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Newman,  R. 
O^Hara,  Charles 
Ossulston,  Lord 
Ponsonby,  rt  hon.  G. 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Russell,  lord  W, 
Sefton,  earl  of 
Smith,  W. 
Tierney,  rt  hon,  G. 
Western,  C. 
Wynn,  C.  W. 

TELLSaS. 

Ridley,  sir  M.W. 
Calcrafty  John 


Ordnance  Supplemkntart  Esti- 
mates.] The  House  having  resolved  it- 
self into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  and  the 
Paper  Supplementary  to  the  Ordnance 
Estimates,  as  presented  to  the  House  on 
the  19th  of  February,  being  referred  to  the 
said  Committee, 

Mr.  Robert  Ward  rose.  He  observed 
that  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance, 
for  the  present  year,  was,  in  the  original 
estimate  1,639,399/.  The  average  ex- 
pense, during  the  last  five  years,  had 
been  4,300,000^  per  annum.  They  had, 
in  the  first  instance,  reduced  the  amount 
to  1,689,399/.;  but,  on  consideration,  a 
fiirtber  reduction  o£  ISTySO?/.  was  made 


Maldiic  a  fraud  total  of £.1A39»399    5S 

The  last  article  was  called  **  expenses  of 
reduction/*  because  the  charge  was  inci- 
dental to  the  return  of  peace,  and  would 
not  occur  again.    It  arose  from  the  re- 
duction of  our  great  establishments,  and 
would  be  dismissed  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  would,  therefore,  form  no  part  of  the 
actual  peaceestablishment.  Even  tbeat^er- 
annyations,  which  amoanted  to  164,814lL 
together  with  some  other  items  in  the  esti^ 
mates,  makinc  a  sum  of  400,00(V.,  could 
not  be  considered  as  actually  belonging 
to  the  peace  estdblislnnent.    When  he  re- 
collected what  had  taken  place  at  the  ead 
of  former  wars,  he  trustea  the  committee 
would  agree  with  him,  that  the  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  ordnance  department 
were  not  wanting  in  duty  to  the  House 
and  to  the  country  at  large,  in  making  the 
reductions  they  had  done.    Even  at  the 
end  of  the  American  war,  when  our  (broes 
were  not  near  so  numerous  as  they  were 
during  the  contest  which  had  been  jmt 
terminated— when  a  very  great  difereooe 
existed  in  the  value  of  money-— when  ex- 
penses, both  b  private  and  in  public  Ufi?, 
were  comparatively  small— even  at  that 
time,  in  1783,  the  peace  estimates  were 
1,449,00(M.    Certainly  of  that  sum  a  con* 
siderable  part  was  placed  under  the  bead 
of  **  unprovided  for.'*    There  was  a  sum 
of  800,000/.    unprovided  for  in  previous 
years;  and,  besides  this,  a  debt  of  iOO,OOOl. 
But  those  who  had  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  ordnance  office,  at  the  present  pe- 
riod, came  forward  with  an  iteni  of  only 
84,057/*  for  ordinaries  unproviiSed   for, 
and  without  a  single  farthing  of  debt. 
On  the  ordinaries,  altogether,  there  was 
a  reduction  of  447,000^    This  had  been 
chiefly  owing  to    the  reduction   of  the 
military;   but  something  had  also  been 
saved  in  the  civil  department.    All  the 
war  salaries   thrcmhout  the  office  had 
been  pat  down*     The  secretary  of  tha 


lOST) 


Ordtumce  SufpUmtnt^ry  B$tmaii$, 


APBI&  8,  \S16. 


[toss 


board  had  been  deprived  of  hia  war  al- 
lowances,  and  the  same  proceeding  had 
taken  place  with  respect  to  the  chief 
derks.  All  the  officers^who  received  war 
allowances  had  forfeited  them,  excepts 
few  who  were  at  present  abroad.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  the  military  secretary  of  the 
master-ffeneraly  who,  if  the  war  had  gone 
on,  would  have  been  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  a  secretary  of  state,  and  would 
have  received  5001.  per  annum  more  than 
he  now  enjoyed,  was  obliged  to  give  up 
that  allowance.  If  the  committee  would 
look  to  the  statement  under  the  head  of 
«  Woolwich,'*  they  would  find  that  a  very 
considerable  reduction  had  been-  made. 
In  the  laboratory,  carriage,  and  stor^  de* 
partments^reat  savings  had  taken  place.  In 
the  laboratory  alone,  a  diminution  of  9002. 
had  been  made.  In  the  carriage  depart- 
ment,  also,  a  reduction  of  800^  had  been 
eflbcted.  He  by  no  means  meant  to  say, 
that  these  were  the  sole  reductions.  For 
instance,  the  discharge  of  labourers  and 
artificers  reduced  the  expenses  of  the  de- 
partment nearly  100,000^;  but  as  their 
dismissal  must  necessarily  follow  the  ces- 
aation  of  hostilities,  the  officers  of  the  ord- 
nance department  took  no  credit  to  them- 
selves for  the  saving. 

On  the  subject  of  the  civil  branches,  he 
would  be  ready  to  give  every  information 
to  the  committee— but  he  would,  at  pre- 
sent, proceed  to  the  more  interesting  part 
of  the  question,  that  which  related  to  the 
reduction  made  under  the  military  head. 
He  here  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  high  state  of  perfection  at 
which  our  artillery  service  had  arrived. 
The  English  artillery,  at  former  periods, 
was  inferior  to  that  of  her  enemies ;  but 
the  zeal  of  the  officers  of  the  artillery 
service  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  had 
placed  it  far  beyond  comparison  with  that 
of  any  other  country  in  the  world.  The 
great  improvement  in  this  science,  through- 
out Europe,  and  particularly  as  far  as  our 
chief  enemy  was  concerned,  rendered  it 
absolutely  necessary  that  this  country 
should  encourage  the  formation  of  an  effi- 
cient artillery  corps*  In  former  times  it 
was  customary  to  furnish  large  armies, 
with  a  very  small  proportion  of  artillery ; 
but  the  chieftam  who  recently  ruled  over 
France,  introdubed  a  different  system. 
He  sent  into  the  field  a  preponderating 
and  overwhelming  body  of  artillery,  by 
which  means  he  had  gained  many  of  his 
victories.    Other  powers  were  obliged  to 


was  in  vain  to  contend  with  armies,  sup- 
plied with  an  immense  artillery,  unless 
they  also  could  bring  a  great  train  into 
the  field.  Impressed  with  this  idea,  the 
master-general  of  the  ordnance  thought  it 
was  necessary,  that  a  ground  should  be 
laid,  in  time  of  peace,  for  raising,  as  soon 
as  possible,  an  efficient  corps  of  artillery, 
whenever  their  services  should  be  called 
for ;  and  he  also  studied  to  reduce  the  ex- 
pense, as  far  as  was  in  his  power.  There 
was  but  one  way  to  do  this ;  namely,  to 
discharge  those  persons  who  could  easily 
be  recruited,  and  to  keep  that  class,  which, 
if  once  sent  away,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
renew.  He  therefore  acted  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  dismissing  the  gunners  and  pri- 
vates, and  retaining  that  pliant  body  of 
men,  the  artillery  officers.  The  committee 
must  well  be  aware  of  the  laborious  and 
painful  education  they  were  obliged  to 
pass  through,  in  order  to  qualify  them  for 
their  situation ;  and  they  would  feel,  that 
if  they  were  once  dispersed,  it  would  be  a 
mere  chance  if  they  could  ever  be  again 
collected  together.  The  next  point  which 
the  master«general  had  to  settle  was,  the 
proportion  between  the  army  of  the  line 
and  the  artillery.  In  doing  this,  he  looked 
to  the  proportion  between  armies  in  the 
field  and  the  artillery  attached  to  them. 
In  the  Peninsular  war,  the  artillery  wq^  in 
the  proportion  of  one-tenth  to  the  army 
of  the  line.  Considering  the  exigencies 
of  the  country  as  much  as  possible,  the 
master-general  had  reduced  the  proportion 
to  one-eleventh  part  of  the  army  of  the 
line — not  allowing  any  thin^  for  the 
embodying  of  the  militia,,  which  force 
amounted  to  50,000  men.  Our  army  of 
the  line  consisted  of  111,000  men^the 
artillery  of  only  10,000,  not  including  sap- 
pers and  miners.  The  regiment  of  royal 
artillery,  consisting  of  ten  marching  bat- 
talions, now  consisted  of  8374  men,  and 
to  which  number  it  was  reduced  from 
14,000  men.  The  brigade  of  horse  artil- 
lery, consisted  of  1,224  men,  which,  with 
the  regiment  he  had  already  spoken  of, 
formed  a  body  of  10,000  men.  The  next 
item  was  that  of  the  royal  art  illerv  drivers, 
composed  of  13S6  men.  On  this  there 
was  a  reduction  of  14,570^  In'  this  ser- 
vice, the  master-general  had  made  a  very 
conriderable  alteration.  He  had  substi- 
tuted, for  the  officers  of  the  drivers'  corps, 
such  horse-artillery  officers  as  were  dis- 
chareed  from  their  original  service,  by 
whi(£  means  that  valuable  body  of  men 
would  be  preserved  to  the  country.    By 
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this  means  he  would  be  enabled  to  dis- 
pense with  three  troops  of  horse  artillery, 
over  and  above  those  already  discharged, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  priesenre  all  the 
officers.  With  reference  to  their  officers, 
the  whole  driver  system  might  be  deemed 
an  absolute  anomaly.  The  driver  officer, 
with  ever  so  high  a  rank  (he  believed  they 
could  arrive  at  the  grade  of  major ),  had 
BO  CQpimand  whatever  in  the  field.  They 
were  merely  allowed  to  look  to  the  stato 
of  the  horses,  &c.  The  .youngest  lieute- 
nant, when  be  entered  the  field,  had  a 
right  to  command  the  oldest  captain  of 
the  drivers.     The  master-general    bad. 


DO  money  would  be  called  for,  under  tirnt 
head,  for  a  considerable  time.  Another 
cause  of  this  reduction  was  to  be  found  ia 
the  comparatively  small  number  of  woria 
now  carrying  on.  The  House,  on  thtt 
point,  bad  always  manifested  great  jea» 
lousy.  He  did  not  complain  of  this ;  but 
he  trusted  that  they  would  view  h  witk 
an  enlightened  and  liberal  jealousy ;  aad 
that  they  would  not,  because  worlos  wars 
expensive,  or  on  account  of  discoaaions  is 
that  House,  set  them  down  as  unnecessaij. 
The  sums  of  money  actually  paid  for  new 
works,  erected  in  this  country  during  die 
last  year,  amounted  to  6207/-     Those  io 


however,  altered  the  system,  by  placing    Jersey,  8900^    In  Ireland,  new  worlo. 


regular  officers  of  the  horse  artiUeiy  in 
the  command  of  the  drivers'  corps.  But, 
in  justice  to  the  officers  of  the  drivers' 
corps,  who  were  discharged,  they  would 
be  permitted  to  retire,  not  on  half,  but  on  i  mates  were  fortifications,  many  of  them 


\%O0OL  In  Cork,  new  works,  \BO0L  it- 
paiia  lO^OOtf*  And  here  he  begged  least 
to  observe,  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  sup- 
pose, that  all  works  included  in  the 


whole  pay.  If  the  corps  were  reduced  al 
together,  they  would,  of  course,  receive 
only  half-pay ;  but,,  as  no  fault  was  found 
with  them,  as  they  were  removed  for  pur- 
poses of  public  convenience,  it  was  nothing 
more  than  fair  that  they  should  retain 
their  full  pay.  This  same  thbg  had  for- 
merly been  done  under  similar  circum- 
stances, particularly  in  the  case  of  the 
horse  grenadiers.  The  charge  incurred 
by  this  plan  would  be  1,600/.  Thev  had 
reduced  the  drivers'  corps  from  twelve  to 
five  troops,  for  the  service  of  the  united 
kingdom,  and  one-half  of  the  expense 
of  the  riding-house  bad  been  removed. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  the  ordinaries 
the  same  attention  had  been  paid  to  the 
system  of  reduction,  as  far  as  was  con- 
sistent with  the  advantages  of  the  service. 
The  number  of  persons  employed  in  the 
care  of  stores  had  been  reduced  from  350 
to  37*  The  medical  department,  which 
formerly  consisted  of  102  gentlemen,  was 
reduced  to  64>,  in  the  original  estimate— 
and  in  that  now  laid  before  the  House  it 
was  brought  down  to  52  persons.  A 
saving  of  10,000/.  was  by  this  means 
effected.  The  number  of  cadets  had  been 
reduced  by  twelve;  but  the  master-ge- 
neral did  not  think  it  advisable  to  inter- 
fere farther  with  the  academy. 

He  now  came  to  the  extraordinaries, 
which  amounted  to  4>32,996/.,  which  was 
less  than  the  estimate  of  the  preceding 
year  by  1 ,8 1 3,000/.  This  great  reduction 
was  occasioned  by  the  consumption  of 
stores,  having  ceased ;  and  as  all  the  de- 
pots in  the  empire  were  filled  with  every 
ueeessary  store  that  could*  be  thought  of, 


being  of  a  civil  nature,  for  which  the  board 
of  ordnance  were  obliged  to  pay.  In  the 
United  Kingdom,  including  Guernsey 
and  Jersey,  the  new  works  amounted  to 
58,000/.,  and  the  repair  of  the  old,  to 
136,000/. ;  this  comprised  both  enrfl 
and  military  buildings.  The  whole 
amount  for  the  erection  of  new  build- 
ings, and  the  repair  of  tlie  old,  wst 
311,000/.;  but,  from  the  Surplus  remain- 
ing unexpended  since  the  last  year,  he 
found  himself  in  a  condition  to  call  for 
only  215,000/.  when  the  estimates  were 
originally  presented ;  but,  in  consequence 
of  farther  reductions  that  had  been  made 
in  tlie  works  at  home  and  abroad,  a  dimi- 
nution of  199,000/.  had  taken  place.  In 
the  military  corps  a  very  considerable  re- 
duction had  been  effected.  After  very 
serious  deliberation,  it  was  determined 
that,  instead  of  six  field-pieces,  all  the  bri- 
gades in  the  service  should,  in  future,  have 
only  four.  By  this  means  a  considerable 
reduction  of  horses  would  be  made,  with- 
out diminishing  the  strength  and  activity 
of  the  corps;  because  the  same  pieces 
might  be  served  by  the  different  men,  in 
rotation.  By  this  plan  the  forage  of  412 
horses,  which  cost,  annually,  12,000/i 
would  be  saved. 

He  next  came  to  the  barrack  establish* 
ment,  which  was  also  much  reduced. 
There  were  50  barrack  stations — these 
were  reduced  to  14*,  and  a  saving  of  1600/1 
was  by  that  means  effected.  They  looked 
also  with  anxious  attention  to  the  staC 
During  the  war,  three  or  four  officers  were 
found  necessary  for  the  ordnance  staff* 
Amongst  thesci  wben  he  menUooed  die 
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name  of  general  Mann,  the  inspector^ge- 
neral  of  u)rtification8,  he  was  sure  eTery 
gentleman  would  agree  in  opinion  with 
him,  that  the  service  had  derired  much 
benefit  from  his  exertions.  He  was  t^ken 
off  the  staff,  by  which  he  lost  the  sum  of 
]64<2/.  per  ann.  But,  as  his  allowance, 
under  these  circumstances,  would  be  very 
small,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  make  it 
up  1500/4  a-year,  in  lieu  of  3000/.  which 
he  received  during  the-  war.  The  same 
principle  was  applied  to  general  M*Leod. 
He  was  taken  off  the  staff,  and  lost  thereby 
1642/.  per  ann.  The  board  of  ordnance 
were  willing  to  give  him  an  allowance  of 
1500/.  a-year;  but  he  himself  applied  to 
have  the  same  allowance  as  the  asststant- 
adjutant-general  received,  namely,  40^.  a 
day,  wliich,  together  with  his  other  pay, 
amounted  to  merelv  IO50/4  a-year.  The 
whole  estimate  for  the  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary service  of  Great  Britain  alone, 
amountecT  to  l,126,542/»  A  saving  had 
been  effected  of  137,000/.;  and  he  hoped, 
in  the  ensuing  year,  that  it  would  not  be 
less  than  170,000/.  For  these  two  articles, 
therefore,  he  would  ask  something  less 
than  a  million.  He  was  not  so  well  pre- 
pared to  say  what  the  saving  in  Ireland 
would  be  in  future,  not  having  yet  received 
the  returns  from  that  country ;  but  there 
was  a  saving,  as  compared  with  the  last 
year,  of  149,000/. 

He  now  came  to  the  ^^  expenses  of  re- 
duction,'' which  formed  a  distinct  head. 
The  first  article  was  100,000/.  on  account 
of  the  supply  of  small  arms.  This  charge 
was  occasioned,  in  consequence  of  an 
agreement  made  by  government  to  take 
from  the  manufacturers  at  Birmingham  a 
certain  quantity  of  small  arms,  for  three 
years,  to  prevent  the  danger  which  would 
be  produced,  if,  in  consequence  of  the 
cessation  of  a  demand  for  muskets,  they 
would  be  oblige^  to  dismiss,  on  a  sudden, 
the  great  body  of  workmen  they  had  so 
long  employed.  Next  year,  this  agree- 
ment would  cost  the  country  about 
50,000/.,  and  after  the  ensuing  year,  the 
demand  ceased  altogether.  The  next 
charge  was  86,000/.  for  the  corps  of  Ger- 
man artillery,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
disbanded  as  soon  as  possible.  They  en* 
tered  our  service  on  certain  terms,  which, 
of  course,  it  was  our  duty  to  fulfil.  One 
article  of  their  agreement  wa8>  that  they 
should  receive  so  much  per  mile,  to  enable 
them  to  go  home,  and  that  stipulation 
would  demand  nearly  100,000/.  The 
hon.  gentleman  then  observed*  thai  he 
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would  be  ready  to  give  every  information 
on  the  subject  of  the  estimates,  and  con- 
cluded by  moving  his  first  Resolution  : 
viz.  "  T^hat  aaum  not  exceeding  989,220/. 
7^.  lOfif.  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for  the 
charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  fur  land 
service  for  Great  Britain,  for  the  year 
1816." 

Mr.  Calcraji  said,  he  could  not  expect 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the  House  for 
any  considerable  time;  for  although  he 
should  enter  on  the  subject  with  the  best 
spirit  and  intentions,  yet  they  must  all  feel 
how  greatly  they  had  been  disappointed 
with  respect  to  economy  and  retrench- 
ment. He  was  willing  to  admit,  that  if  so 
large  an  army  were  necessary  to  be  main- 
tained in  France,  a  certain  proportion  of 
artillery  must  be  kept  for  that  establish* 
ment;  but  he  conceived  it  was  quite  im-^ 
possible  to  exaooine  questions  of  this  im- 
mense detail,  even  in  a  committee  of  that 
Houses  In  1796  the  estimates  had  been 
submitted  to  an  examination  up  stairs, 
and  the  same  course  ought  to  have  been 
pursued  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  boasted  very  much  of 
the  economical  disposition  of  his  own  de« 
partment,  and  had  passed  many  eulogiums 
on  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  that  de- 
partment for  lessening  the  expense.  He 
had  said,  that  for  many  months  past  tboy 
had  been  most  anxiously  and  seriously 
employed  with  a  view  to  reductions.  Now, 
really,  these  very  bold  assertions,  uttered 
by  the  hon.  member  while  he  held  the 
original  estimates  in  his  Imnd,^  required 
the  whole  of  the  confidence,  even  of  that 
hon.  gentleman,  with  the  whole  train  of 
artillery  to  support  him,  or  certainly  he 
could  not  have  kept  his  countenance 
[Hear,  hear  1].  So  far  from  wishing  to 
diminish  the  expenses  of  this  service,  they 
had  framed  the  estimates  more  with  a  view 
to  what  had  happened  than  to  what  might 
happen.  He  would  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  some  of  the 
articles  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  supp1enien<* 
tary  estimates.  He  had  stated  the  expense 
of  tlie  civil  establishment  for  this  year  ; 
but  he  should  have  looked  back  to  the 
year  1796,  when  it  wa«  17,000/.  instead 
of  45,000/.  In  that  year  the  war  expen-^ 
diture  of  the  ordnance  amounted  to 
1,954,655/.  and  they  had  worked  the  ma- 
chine for  this  sum  of  17,000/.  during  the 
war.  For  what  reason,  therefore,  was  it 
now  increased  to  45,000^.  This  was  one 
sample  of  their  painful  examinations  and 
most  economical  savingt  S   He  then  found 
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that  we  bad  maUn  a  reduction  of  B  few  with  all  hial 
liunrlriil  pounds  st  Woolwich.  The  car-  much  undsi 
riage  dt.'[>arlmFnt,  liotrever,  was  perTedly  tee  thai  so  : 
unntcc«siiry  and  uselesi  in  a  state  of  ductioo  of  I 
peace.  In  the  ordinary  it  was  c^icuUled  had  no  doiil 
at  S'JSSl- ;  but  there  was  now  a  reduction  at  28,OOOt.t 
of  ISWl.,  whicli  left  it  at  21)8^.;  but  of  sidcrably  p 
this,  1120/.  were  aliotted  for  the  salary  of  Spike  islam 
the  department :  so  that  they  had  to  ad-  Upon  the  wi 
minitiler  only  the  remainder  of  that  sum  on  the  pro 
[Hear,  Itear!].  So  it  wai  with  the  re-  the  numbef 
ducliont  in  general.  He  would  state  the 
number  of  ilie  artillery  estsbliahment  now, 
and  at  the  former  peace.  The  marching 
baltaliont  in  17d2  amounted  to  STOUmen, 
but  lliey  were  now  four  limes  that  number ; 
and  it  ought  la  be  shown  what  could  have 
made  that  great  accession  of  force  neceE- 
•arv.  If,  however,  the  House  would  veto  _ 
ao  large  an  army,  we  niust  have  an  equal  1  thci 

Cropnrtion  of  artillery ;  but  it  wa«  an  esla- 
lishment,  the  expenses  of  which  must 
weigh  down  thii  country,  ilut  though  it 
might  be  necessary  to  keep  up  ths  foot 
artillery,  why  should  we  mamtain  so  great 
a  number  of  drivers?  This  was  tguile  a 
new  introduction  in  our  army.  The  dri- 
vers in  England  and  Ireland  were  upwards 
of  1 300  men :  the  whole  of  these  were  un- 
necessary, and  a  total  waste  of  money. 
As  Id  the  sappers  and  miners,  they  were 
an  inlant  institution  in  this  country,  but 
it  wa^  not  necessary  to  keep  up  1900  men 
of  thai  description.  From  these  two  corps 
He  niipht  save  from  1500  to  2000  men. 
Hl'  stated  this,  not  merely  from  hia  own 
experience,  but  from  the  information  of 
pcrions  who  were  much  better  acquainted 
with  ihc  service.  It  was  quite  useless, 
however,  to  talk  of  economy,  from  the 
reduction  of  a  few  messengerii  and  clerks. 
— With  respect  to  works,  the  best  thing 
we  could  do  was  to  sell  the  materials,  or 
suffer  them  to  fall  silently  into  the  dust. 
The  new  kingdom  of  Chatliam,  as  it  had 
been  colled,  was  remarkable  for  nothing 
but  ila  absurdity  and  expense;  and  we 
bad  much  better  get  rid  of  Tort  Amhcrsi, 
Fort  Chalham,  and  Fnrt  Pitt,  and  all  the 
other  nunsenaical  forlii.  Aa  to  iho  works 
across  the  Meiiway,  they  fhould  be  eitlier 
burnt  or  sold,  as  well  as  the  two  other 
communications  across  the  river  Thames. 
In  regard  to  Plymouth,  he  understood  that 
a  most  extraordinary  work  was  going  for- 
ward in  that  neigh buurhoud,  which  would 
cast'iOO,000/.i  but  the  h on. gentleman  had 
now  taken  300(V.  from  ihat  sum.  In  the 
current  services  ond  contingencies,  he  had 
deducted  5S,000/.  al  unc  slice ;  but  ihia, 
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the  temporary  purpose  of  windiog  up  the 
account!.  He  had  to  remark^  however, 
to  the  credit  of  two  of  the  principal  offi- 
qers  there,  that  immediately  on  the  return 
of  peace  they  had  taken  the  peace  salary 
of  KXXM.  a-year,  instead  of  the  war  salary 
of  1200^.  He  could  not  see  why  the  se- 
cretary to  the  master-general  should  have 
WOOL,  while  the  secretary  to  the  board 
had  only  1000/.»  with  an  addition  of  5001* 
for  length  of  service.  This  distinction  ap- 
peared the  more  extraordinary,  as  Mr. 
Crewcy  the  secretary  of  the  board,  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  indefatigable  ser- 
vants of  the  public,  was  employed  from 
morning  to  night,  and  the  secretary  to  the 
master-general  could  not  do  more.  He 
should  wish  to  know  the  reason  of  this 
distinction.  Neither  could  he  see  why 
there  should  be  a  barrack- master  at  all  in 
time  of  peace ;  and  as  the  labours  of  the 
two  secretaries  would  be  materially  dimi- 
nished in  time  of  peace,  there  would  be  no 
great  difficulty  in  either  of  them  performing 
the  functions  of  barrack-master. 

Colonel  Palmetf  on  the  statement  made 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  respecting 
the  arrangement  entered  into  for  a  sup- 
ply of  small  arms,  wished  to  observe, 
that  as  there  were  in  the  tower  already 
1,300,000  stand  of  arms,  he  could  not 
think  it  necessary,  that  100,000/.  should  be 
expended  in  the  present  year  to  purchase 
more. 

Mr.  Bennet  saw  a  charge  in  these  esti- 
mates for  depots  of  arms  at  Shrewsbury, 
Chester,  and  other  places.  He  knew 
something  of  the  depot  at  Shrewsbury, 
because  the  ground  on  which  it  was  built 
waa  purchased  from  his  family  against 
their  wish ;  and  vet,  since  its  erection,  not 
3  single  stand  of  arms  had  ever  been  de- 
posited there.  He  believed  that  a  more 
wanton  and  useless  expense  never  was 
incurred. 

Mr.  WeUedey  Pole  stated  the  reasons 
for  the  erection  of  these  depots  at  Shrews- 
bory  and  elsewhere,  which  took  place 
while  he  was  in  the  ordnance  department. 
At  the  peace  of  Amiens  it  was  found  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  snudl  arms  returned 
by  the  volunteers  were  in  a  state  unfit  for 
service.  Therefore,  on  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war,  and  when  between  6  and 
700,000  vdunteers  took  ud  arms,  the 
board  of  ordnance  determined  to  establish 
depots  for  the  arms  of  the  volunteers,  so 
as  to  keep  them  well  and  secure  in  the 
event  of  p^ce,  and  that  they  might  be 
distributed  in  the  course  of  arewwecdcs  in 


case  of  war  again  breaking  out;  which 
could  hardly  have  been  done  in  half  a 
year,  if  the  arms  had  all  been  returned  to 
the  tower.  Hence  it  became  necessary  in 
some  instances  to  purchase  ground  for 
building  upotf ;  and  there  being  no  depot 
whatever  for  the  county  of  Salop,  the 
ground  in  question,  amounting  to  about 
an  acre,  was  purchased  for,  he  believed, 
300/.  The  whole  building,  he  believed, 
cost  about  3,000/. ;  and  in  it  the  arms  of 
all  the  corps  of  tlie  county  were  to  be 
placed.  What  use  the  board  of  ordnance 
had  since  made  of  these  depots  he  did  not 
know,  but  he  understood  it  was  their  in- 
tention now  to  place  in  them  the  arms  of 
the  local  militia. 

Mr.  Bennet  said^  he  knew  it  as  a  fact, 
that  the  depot  at  Shrewsbury  never  had 
been  used  at  all.  It  was  a  large  brick 
building,  of  not  inelegant  structure,  with  a 
good  gardeu  and  lofty  walls  all  round  it, 
and  had  been  applied  to  no  earthly  pur- 
pose, though,  of  course,  there  were  per- 
sons paid  to  take  care  of  it.  It  formed, 
altogether,  one  of  the  most  extravagant 
and  ridiculous  wastes  of  public  money  that 
had  ever  been  witnessed. 

Mr.  fVellesleu  Pole  repeated,  that  he 
was  much  mistaken  if  these  buildings  were 
not  undertaken  on  the  most  mature  consi- 
deration. It  was  calculated  that,  by  the 
arms  being  placed  there,  instead  of  being 
returned  to  the  tower,  there  would  be  a 
saving  of  many  thousand  pounds.  The 
very  design  of  the  building  was  such,  that 
it  could  not.  be  used  during  war.  It  was 
not  meant  to  be  so  used.  But  the  case 
was,  that  when  the  600,000  stand  of  arms 
belonging  to  the  volunteers  were  returned 
to  the  tower  at  the  peace,  it  was  found 
that  they  were  all  in  a  state  of  waste ;  and 
the  .question  was*— shall  we  have  depots 
where  the  country  may  again  speedily 
find  its  arms  without  the  expense  and 
delay  of  procuring  them  from  the  tower  i 
Thus  the  whole  country  might  be  armed 
in  three  weeks.  Now  that  peace  waa 
come,  no  doubt  government  meant  to 
make  use  of  those  depots  to  receive  the 
arms  of  the  local  militia. 

Mr.  BuUer  was  glad  that  the  fortifica- 
tions at  Chatham  were  to  be  discontinued, 
and  trusted  that  the  best  fortification 
would  be  found  in  the  good  disposition  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  whose  burthen^ 
in  times  like  these,  should  be  watched  with 
a  strict  and  jealous  eye. 

Mr.  Tremayne  said,  that  an  enormous 
expense  had  l^en  ii^urred  in  the  lines  al 


■. 

!!   • 

■           1 

\ 
*■ 

■J   . 

1         ' 

1 

\ 

4 

..I 

■>       I 
I 

I 

I 

r 

■  I 


•  I 


lo  iioia  mem  in  repair  nun,  (iinu  «u  nave 
at  a  future  time  of  war  the  expense  of  their 
rc-building.  Tliis  was  a  most  dangerous 
sort  of  argument :  it  went  to  discourage 
any  reduction  of  expense  in  time  of  peace, 
and  to  inculcate  a  prophetic  anxiety  for  a 
renewal  of  war.  By  the  adoption  of  such 
a  rule  of  conduct,  victories  would  be  un- 
attended with  security,  and  peace  unac- 
Companiod  by  relief. 

Mr.  Davics  Giddy  called  the  attention 
of  the  hoD.  gentleman  opposite,  to  a  sub- 
ject which  he  had  pressed  on  his  attention 
before — he  alluded  to  the  ordnance  maps. 
These,  from  the  great  scientific  skill  which 
distingui^hed  them,  he  was  of  opinion 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  public.  He  now 
gave  notice,  tliut  shortly  after  the  recess, 
it  was  his  intention  to  move  for  an  Address 
to  the  Prince  Kegent,  praying  his  royal 
highness  to  give,  directions  for  publishing 
them. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  the  maps  of  great 
importance  to  the  country,  and  hoped  they 
would  be  published.  This  could  not  be 
objected  to,  even  on  the  score  of  economy, 
as  that  which  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  recommended,  might  be 
done  without  expense.  The  sale  of  the 
maps  would  relieve  the  public  from  the 
expense  of  their  publication. 

Mr.  liobeti  Ward  rose  to  reply,  and  o(^- 
served,  that  it  was  intended  to  publish  the 
ordnance  maps  for  the  purpose  described 
by  his  hon.  friend,  and  that  his  omission  to 
state  that  intention  in  his  opening  speech. 
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and  employed  to  condu 
ments  of  every  expeditioi 
then,  of  such  an  officer's 
be  easily  calculated,  whc 
had  to  direct  in  war 
of  50,000  men.  But  wit 
salary  of  this  officer,  it  \ 
nommal  increase,  an  acta 
public,  as  he  had  explaii 
occasion.  It  was  known 
a  very  few  years,  the  incc 
secretaries  was  compttted  i 
perquisite?,  conaiderabh 
amount  the  present  secret 
in  consequence  of  a  sug| 
commissioners  of  inquir 
second  secretary  was  abi 
with  ihe  system  of  fees ; 
ment  was  made  to  have 
done  by  one  secretary 
salary.  'Therefore,  if  thi 
ceeded — and  it  was  yet 
experiment — a  saving  to 
be  the  consequence,  for 
previous  to  the  experin 
the  public  pocket. — The 
which  the  hon.  gentleman 
Ignorance,  was  that  rda 
an4  he  thought  he  had 
triumphant  case,  when  h< 
per  annum  were  paid  fa 
managing  200/. ;  and  cei 
gentleman  had  only  1 
right,  his  case  would  h 
phant  enough.     The  fac 
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he  had  e^n  an  appearance  of  success,  was 
in  supposing  that  they  who  had  brought 
forward  the  ordnance  estimates  on  the 
19th  of  February  as  the  peace  estimates^ 
and  incapable  of  reduction,  and  who  had 
aflerwards  actually  reduced  them,  were 
bunglers  in  their  business,  and  did  not 
know  how  to  conduct  it.  He  contended, 
however,  that  they  were  never  produced 
on  the  19th  of  February  as  the  peace  esti- 
mates for  the  year,  any  more  than  the 
estimates  for  the  army  and  navy  were  so 
brought  forward.  They  were  produced 
merely  as  a  general  outline,  and  it  was 
stated,  at  the  time,  that  considerable  re- 
ductions might  be  looked  for  in  them*  It 
so  happened,  that  from  the  course  of  public 
business  in  that  House,  no  opportunity 
had  presented  itself  for  taking  them  into 
consideration  until  that  night,— 4>eine  an 
interval  of  above  six  weeks ;  and  was  it  to 
be  wondered  at  therefore,  that  during  that 
interval,  they  should  have  been  busy  at 
work  in  ascertaining  what  reductions  could 
be  made?  [Hear,  hear!  and  a  laugh 
from  the  opposition  benches.]  He  could 
assure  the  committee  that  the  supplemen- 
tary estimates  of  reduction  were  nothing 
more  than  carrying  into  effect  that  degree 
of  retrenchment  which  the  government 
had  all  along  intended.  It  had  been  said, 
that  nothing  was  really  done ;  that  no  po- 
sitive economy  had  been  practised,  and 
that  only  a  few  clerks  and  messengers  had 
been  dismissed.  He  begged  to  affirm, 
that  a  great  deal  more  had  been  done,  as 
any  hon.  member  might  be  convinced,  by 
examining  the  reduced  estimates.  But  it 
was  impossible  to  satisfy  the  hon.  sentle- 
reen  opposite.  If  those  clerks  ana  mes- 
sengers had  not  been  dismissed,  then  they 
would  have  exclaimed  that  they  were 
maintained  for  the  purposes  of  patronage 
and  influence.  He  really  believed  the 
hon.  gentleman  quarrelled  with  him  upon 
the  estimates,  merely  because  there  was  so 
little  with  which  he  could  find  fault.  The 
hon.  member  talked  about  the  machinery 
of  the  ordnance  being  carried  on  in  1796 
for  18|00(y.  per  annum,  but  he  surely 
could  not  svppose,  even  if  there  were  no 
additions,  that  it  could  be  carried  on  at 
present  for  the  same  sum.  In  fact,  many 
new  departments  had  been  added,  besides 
an  inevitable  increase  of  derks.  The 
surveyor-general's  office  was  a  most  im- 
portant office,  and  it  was  found  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  eight  or  ten  additional 
clerks  in  it,  unless  it  wy  intended  to  let 
every  thing  go  into  ruinous  confosiQn.   It 


would  be  the  worst  of  all  economy  to  cut 
down  establishments,  until  the  establish- 
ments had  answered  the  end  for  which 
they  were  formed.  When  all  the  public 
accounts  were  brought  up,— wliich  he  did 
not  think  could  be  done  m  less  than  three 
years, — then  very  considerable  reductions 
might  be  made.  With  respect  to  the 
drivers'  corps,  he  was  indeed  surprised  to 
hear  the  opinions  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  expressed.  What  would  be  the 
consequence  of  reducing  that  corps  so  as 
to  leave  only  sufficient  men  to  recruit  the 
duke  of  Wellington's  army  in  France,  and 
the  establishment  in  Ireland  I  Why,  the 
artillery  would  be  left  utterly  without  the 
means  of  practising.  They  misht  have 
guns  to  be  sure,  but  they  would  have  no 
horses,  or  if  they  had  horses  they  would 
have  no  drivers.  The  greatest  and  most 
serious  inconveniences  had  been  felt  in 
former  wars,  in  consequence  of  not  having 
a  regularly  trained  corps  of  drivers.  Whea 
an  army  went  into  action,  they  were  forced 
te  set  carmen,  peasants,  or  any  one  they 
could  lay  bold  of,  to  act  as  drivers.  What 
was  the  consequence?  Never  having  beeA 
in  a  battle,  and  not  being  accustomed  to 
discipline,  they  immediately  ran  away,  and 
the  utmost  confusion  resulted.— The  hon. 
gentleman  had  dbplayed  the  same  igno- 
rance with  regard  to  the  sappers  and 
miners.  In  an  economical  point  of  view, 
there  would  be  no  real  saving  if  they  were 
reduced,  for  they  were  now  employed  on 
various  works  at  an  additional  2^.  ditf.  per 
diem,  for  which  civil  artificers  would  be, 
paid  5f.  6(/.  In  a  militar^r  point  of  view 
their  reduction  would  be  still  more  serious. 
The  only  failures  which  we  experienced 
last  war  in  the  Peninsula,  were  owing  to 
the  want  of  such  a  corps,  or  to  their  being 
imperfectly  trained.  Our  engineers,  in 
consequence,  were  exposed  to  the  greatest 
dangers,  especially  at  'Badajoz,  where 
many  of  them  lost  their  lives,  because 
th^ir  were  obliged  to  show  the  men  their 
duty,  even  under  the  very  fire  of  the  bat- 
ten^. With  respect  to  the  fortification! 
at  Chatham,  he  would  only  refer  to  the 
opinion  of  an  eminent  officer  in  the  year 
1786  upon  that  subject.  He  alluded  to^ 
general  Burgoyne  (a  favourite  with  the 
gentlemen  opposite),  who  strenuously  sup* 
ported  the  propriety  at  that  time  of  erect- 
mg  such  fortifications.  If  it  were  a  ques^ 
tion  whether  Chatham  should  now  be  for- 
tified, it  would  be  a  different  point  for 
consideration;  but  being  fortified,  he 
would  put  it  to  the  House  wh^ber  they 
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^iould  suffer  thes^  fortifications  to  go  to 
nrin  and  decay..  With  respect  to  Ply- 
mouth, upon  which  a  question  had  been 
ptit  by  an  hon.  gentleman,  he  admitted  it 
was  a  most  important  subject.  He  wished 
to  state,  however,  that  the  defences  which 
had  been  erected  were  not  merely  in  the 
iMrtare  of  a  wall  run  round  the  town:  it 
was  a  regular  fortification  flanked  with 
bastions,  and  having  a  scarp  and  counter- 
scarp* He  would  freely  own,  however, 
that  unless  they  went  further,  all  that  had 
yet  been  done  was  worth  nothing.  It  must 
depend,  therefore,  upon  the  House  of 
Commons  whether  the  great  undertaking 
shoald  be  completed.  The  sum  imw 
asked  was  merely  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing what  was  erected  from  falling  mto 
rum,  and  he  could  assure  the  House  that 
not  one  hundred  pounds  should  be  asked 
for  going  on  with  the  fortifications,  until 
parliament  should  be  convinced,  alter  full 
and  mature  deliberation,  chat  the  object 
in  view  was  worth  the  expense  thait  must 
be  incurred.  A  youne  member  had 
dosed  the  debate,  by  talking  of  the  Mar- 
tellos  being  unconstitutional.  Every  thinff 
was  now  unconstitutional;  but  he  could 
not  really  see  how  these  poor  towers  were 
so.  When  he  was  told  the  military  dress 
indicated  a  con8pii:ac]|r  against  liberty,  he 
indeed  was  much  afraid,  till  he  recollected 
that  he  had  himself  preserved  his  old  ma- 
jor of  volunteer's  cloak,  and  his  colonel  (a 
learned  judge  of  the  prerogative  court) 
had  done  the  same,  and  both  went  home 
in  them  at  night,  and  neither  of  them,  he 
could  assure  the  noble  lord  (Folkestone) 
bad  any  design  in  favour  of  despotism. 
As  to  the  Martellos,  the  hon.  member 
(Mr.  Douglas)  must  have  been  dreaming, 
perhaps  then  talking  in  his  sleep,  for  he 
nad  supposed  what  never  had  happened, 
that  he  (Mr.  Ward^  had  said  it  was  better 
to  preserve  them  than  to  have  to  build 
them  anew  on  the  commencement  of  an- 
other war.  It  happened,  that  neither  he, 
nor  any  one,  had  mentioned  the  Martellos 
at  all;  but  this  he  believed,  it  would  cost 
more  to  take  them  down  than  the  mate- 
rials were  worth.  The  charge  was  about 
IV.  per  tower  per  annum,  and  as  it  was 
now  before  the  treasury  to  see  whether 
they  might  not  be  available  in  aid  of  the 
revenue,  he  hoped  they  might  be  allowed 
to  remain.  Upon  the  whole,  he  hoped  he 
had  shown  there  was  no  reason  to  oppose 
any  part  of  the  estimates. 

Sir  fViWam  Lemon  said,  he  had  had 
the  honour  of  formerlj  aecondiz^  the 


motion  of  Mr«  Bastard,  when  (be  great 
question  of  fortifications  in  the  country 
was  lost  in  that  House,  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Speaker.*  Looking  at  their 
revival  since,  he  would  say,  that  if  the 
lines  at  Plymouth  were  to  be  garrisoned, 
20,000  men  would  be  insufiicient  for  that 
purpose.  The  matter  at  length  becaase 
serious,  fqr  if  fortifications  were  to  be 
preserved,  we  must  become  a  military 
nation. 

Colonel  Palmer  was  extremely  disaatis- 
fied  with  the  explanation  given  by  the 
boo.  gentleman  respecting  that  depart- 
ment  of  the  ordnance  which  carried  on 
the  manufactory  of  arms  in  the  Tower. 
He  was  informed  that  500  stand  of  small 
aroM  were  manufactured,  even  now,  every 
week,  which  he  considered  quite  unnece^ 
sary. 

Mr.  IVard  explained,  that  aa  the  coo- 
tracts  for  the  manufacture  of  arms  had 
gone  on  during  the  war,  it  was  now  neces- 
sary to  pay  for  them. 

Mr.  Fremanile  observed,  ^hat  he  bad 
often  heard  persons  who  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  Plymouth,  say,  that  it  was 
a  place  of  public  plunder — a  place  where 
public  money  was  thrown  away  in  the 
most  extravagant  and  onjustifiaible  man- 
ner.   He  trusted  that  the  Houae  would 
no  longer  sanction  such  disgraceful  pro- 
ceedings, but  would  promptly  check  such 
an  unnecessary  waste  of  the  public  re* 
sources.     He  would  shortly  loUow  the 
statement  of  the   hon.  member,  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  sayine  he  considered 
the  statement  he  had  submitted  to  the 
committee  as  extremely  conclusive  against 
his  own  cause.     He  had  told  the  com- 
mittee, **  that  as  our  establishments  had 
increased  there  was  an  obvious  increase  of 
expenditure."     Very  well,  but  did  the 
hon%  g^tleman  forget  this  was  a  time  of 
peace  ?   Did  he  see  no  difference  between 
the  respective  establishments  of  peace  and 
war  ?  Did  he  think  that  because  a  great 
establishment  had  necessarily  been  made 
in  war,  there  was  but  little  occasion  for 
reducing  that  establishment    in  peace? 
Let  him  look  to  the  estimates  of  the  ord- 
nance civil  department  in   1797,  which 
were,  on  the  report  of  a  committee,  found 
to  be  51,618/.,  and  let  him  compare  that 
with    the    estimates   now,    which    were 
84,499/.  and  let  him  say  if  any  mtional 
being  could  justify  such   extravagance. 

•  Sec  New  Parliamentary  History,  voL  25, 
p.  lH4b 
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He  would  next  look  to  the  original  esti^ 
mates,  and  first  to  tlie  article  of  repairs 
and  contingencies.  A  more  disgraceful 
waste  of  public  money  had  never  been 
seen,  and  yet  n6  explanation  was  given  of 
it.  In  these  estimates,  the  contkigencies 
were  rated  at  258,000/.,  and  when  the  hon. 
member  had  revised  them,  he  cut  off 
58,000/.  Now,  could  any  man  say,  that 
in  drawing  up  these  estimates  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  been  actuated  by  feelings 
of  regard  for  public  economy  ?  The  sap- 
pers and  miners  had  been  very  highly  ex- 
tolled, and  he  had  no  wish  to  say  any 
thing  to  the  contrary.  But  when  the  hon* 
member  extolled  them,  he  should  have 
thought  within  himself,  whether  the  people 
of  England  were  capable  of  bearing  the 
expense  of  their  continuance  in  peace? 
**  O"  said  the  hon.  gentleman,  **  I  meant 
to  have  reduced  10,000/.  in  this  part  of 
the  estimates."  The  committee  would 
judge  whether  he  had  ever  seriously  in- 
tended to  do  so,  when  they"  consider  that 
the  estimates  had  lain  seven  weeks  on  the 
table  without  being  touched.  He  believed 
they  would  never  have  been  revised,  had 
the  hon.  gentleman  not  been  forced  to  do 
it.  Let  him  not  claim  the  praise  of  reduc- 
tion. He  .had  no  right  to  claim  any 
praise.  He  did  not  do  his  duty  till  he  was 
compelled  to  do  it.  And  pray  where  was 
his  claim  for  praise  ?  He  reduced  them  in 
March.  Very  well ;  but  was  the  country 
in  a  better  state  in  March  than  it  was  in 
January  ?  What  induced  him  in  January 
to  charge  mor^  than  he  did  in  March  ? 
The  fact  was,  economy  was  delightful  to 
ministers  as  a  theory,  but  it  terrified  them 
when  presented  in  a  practical  form. 

Sir «/.  Nexvport  said,  that  whatever  di- 
minution had  been  effected,  was  owing  to 
the  spirited  exertions  of  the  people  of 
England,  and  had  been  reluctantly  wrung 
from  ministers.  The  hon.  member  oppo- 
site was  in  a  singular  dilemma  on  his  own 
statement,  for  either  he  had  made  at  first 
the  most  exaggerated  demands  for  public 
money,  or  else  the  diminution  of  these  de- 
mands was  owing  to  discussion  in*  the 
committee.  He  could  easily  see  the  in- 
tention of  that  hon.  gentleman  and  his 
friends,  in  their  assuming  pleasant  or 
talkative  moods.  When  a  gentleman  on 
that  side  of  the  House  said  any  thing  not 
exactly  consonant  to  the  fine  feelings  of 
ministers,  how  did  they  act?  Why,  they 
endeavoured  to  put  him  down  by  ridicule, 
and  to  make  his  arguments  ludicrous: 
**  O,  he  is  dreamingi  he  has  been  at  a  de- 


society,  or  some  dub.'  But  when 
persons  who  voted  always  with  them 
spoke,  then  they  were  talked  to  as  rational 
men,  and  their  assertions  extolled  as  pro- 
found reasoning  [Hear!].  There  was  a 
want  of  decency  and  fiurness  of  behaviour 
in  this  point,  which  he  reprobated  as  de- 
grading the  character  of  ministers.  They 
opposed  ministers  because  they  thought 
their  measures  unconsUtutionaJ,  and  on 
that  account  ministers  wished  to  mak^ 
them  appear  ludicrous  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people  of  England.  But  EnglishmeQ 
might  trace  this  diminution  of  expendi- 
ture to  their  own  exertions,  and  to  the 
downfall  of  the  property  tax.  .  He  im^ 
plored  the  people  of  this  country  not 
to  forget  their  privileges.  He  implored 
them  to  examine  rigidly  and  earnestly 
every  measure  of  administration,  and 
though  motions  coming  from  his  side  of 
the  House  might  be  lost,  yet  their  object 
would  be  gained ;  for  the  eyes  of  the  pub- 
lic being  opened,  ministers  would  at  last 
be  compelled  to  feel,  that  though  expen- 
diture and 'extravagance  might  suit  their 
inclination,  yet  economy  and  justice  were 
the  principles  of  our  constitution,  and  that 
they  who  slighted  those  principles  were 
unworthy  of  the  esteem  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Newman  concurred  in  the  con- 
demnation of  the  works  at  Plymouth,  and 
thought  the  House  much  obliged  to  the 
hon.  gentleman,  sir  W.  Lemon,  for  calling 
their  attention  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  Rote  begged  the  House  to  recol- 
lect the  alarms  experienced  during  the 
American,  war  on  account  of  the  want  of 
fortification  at  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth. 
So  great  were  the  apprehensions  at  that 
time  that  the  buoys  had  all  been  removed. 
When  tliese  circumstances  were  recol- 
lected—when it  was  also  considered  that 
all  admirals  and  general  officers  had  agreed 
in  the  necessity  of  fortifying  these  twQ 
principal  harbours,  he  thought  the  House 
would  see  the  necessity  of  the  sums  for 
this  purpose. 

Mr.  IVard  repeated  his  explanations, 
and  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  supporting 
the  sea  batteries. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  other  items  were  voted  without  oppo- 
sition. 

Bank  Restsiction  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  that  the  House  do  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
consider  of  the  act  55  Geo.  3rd,  c  28,  for 
further  continuing  the  Restrictions  con- 
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tslned  in  the  ncTeral  acU  of  lii*  pfMCnt 
naieatyi  on  paymenis  of  cash  by  the  bank 
of  England, 

Mr.  Greiifell  wished  to  know  from  llic 
cliancellor  of  the  exclieqocr,  at  what  timi; 
h«  thought  the  bank  would  be  able  to  re- 
new ita  poyments  in  specie  ? 

The  ChancetluT  <ifthe  Exchequer,  as  fur 
as  lie  could  at  present  judge,  thought  that 
in  two  years  paymenta  in  specie  might  be 
lesumed. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  com-- 
mittce. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re- 
Uated  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
move  for  a  prolongation  of  the  restriction 
ID  cash  payments.  He  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  fix  the  term  of  the  restriction 
at  two  years,  ihjn  to  propose  one,  as  in 
the  act  then  in  force;  because  the  latter 
would  give  the  proposition  the  air  of  an 
annual  measure,  while  the  former  would 
hold  out  the  expectation,  which  be  hud 
flfery  reason  to  believe  would  prove  well 
founded,  that  at  the  expiration  of  two 
years  the  restriction  would  cease.  Ho 
therefore  moved,  Thnt  the  chairman  bo 
instructed  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  n 
bill  to  continue  the  said  act  for  a  time  to 
be  limited. 

Mr.  GreafeU  desired  the  House  to  re- 
collect that  some  time  ago  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  mentioned  the 
month  of  July,  \?,\(i,  as  the  time  when 

Eayments  in  specie  were  to  be  rtsiimfd. 
i  seemed  to  him  thnt  ihcic  could  be  no 
more  favourable  time  for  resuming  pay- 
ments in  specie  than  nan-,  when  the  mint 
price  of  bullion,  particularly  of  silver,  was 
the  same  with  the  market  price.  He  re- 
peated bis  opinion  that  the  public  should 
participate  in  the  profits  derived  hy  the 
bank  from  this  act. 

Mr,  Punmnbij  also  reminded  the  House 
that  July,  181C,  was  the  period  fixed  by 
the  chancellor  of  ilie  exchequer  as  that  nt 
which  payments  in  specie  should  be  re- 
sumed. He  feared,  that  at  the  expiration 
of  the  two  years  now  proposed,  the  chan- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  would  ORain  come 
to  the  House  and  make  a  similar  propo- 

The  ChanceUoT  of  the  Exchequer  said  : 
—It  is  perfectly  true,  that,  durio^  the  last 
session  of  paliament,  1  submJlteiJ  a  pro- 
pofition  to  the  House  for  a  continuance 
(rf  the  bank  restriction  for  one  year;  but 
the  hopes  1  then  entertained  friini  the 
continuance  of  the  peace,  were  soon  over- 
cast i  and  instead  ot  this  country  recciviog 
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the  effect  of  taking  off  the  bank  restric- 
tion. 

Sir  <7.  Newport  said,  be  had  long  given 
over  the  hope  of  seeing  cash  payments 
I'estoredy  and  the  present  was  another  in- 
stance of  the  bad  policy  of  admitting  too 
dose  a  connexion  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  bank  of  England. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  represented  the  evils 
which  would  arise  from  returning  to  that 
artificial  circulation,  which  gave  to  the 
country  the  semblance  of  prosperity,  while 
it  was  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  apprehensions 
much  exaggerated,  if  not  wholly  un- 
founded. He  enlarged  on  the  benefits 
that  would  be  derived  from  the  act,  and 
referred  to  the  'caution  with  which  the 
bank  had  hitherto  issued  their  notes,  limit- 
ing them  invariably  to  the  necessity,  as 
an  assurance  that  similar  prudence  would 
guide  their  proceedings  for  the  future^ 

Lord  Castl^reagh  said,  the  gold  currency 
of  this  country  at  the  time  when  wc  had 
a  mixed  circulation,  had  been  stated  by 
lord  Liverpool,  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
restriction,  to  amount  to  thirty-two  mil- 
Jions.  If  we  required  thirty-two  millions 
then,  we  must  require  a  much  larger  gold 
currency  now  when  the  wealth  and  indus- 
try of  the  country  were  nearly  doubled. 
It  would  require  a  considerable  time  to 
put  the  country  in  possession  of  so  much 
gold. 

Mr.  Grenfeil  suggested  the  propriety  of 
reporting  progress,  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  and  state  of  the 
House.  He  argued  that  the  public  ought 
to  participate  in  the  profits  of  the  bank. 
Seeing  the  governor  of  the  bank  in  his 
place,  he  wished  to  ask  him,  if  when  the 
loan  of  six  millions  was  agreed  to,  the 
bank  had  not  proposed  the  continuation 
of  tlie  restrictions  ? 

Mr.  Alellishi  said  the  two  questions  of 
the  loan  and  the  restrictions  had  never 
been  opened  together. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  he  had  no  doubt, 
from  the  answer  of  the  governor  of  the 
bank,  it  was  perfectly  understood  by  the 
bank  that  tne  restrictions  were  to  be  con- 
tinued. The  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
had  been  mistaken  in  his  authority  re- 
specting the  thirty. two-  millions  of  gold 
currency  at  the  time  of  passing  the  re- 
strictions. The  calculation  was  not  made 
by  the  late  lord  Liverpool,  but  by  the 
present  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  it  al- 
ways appeared  to  him  erroneous ;  it  was 
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founded  on  the  number  of  guineas  coined 
in  the  King's  reign  up  to  that  time,  and 
made  no  allowance  for  those  exported  or 
melted  down.  This,  with  the  twelve  mil* 
lions  of  notes,  made  in  all  forty -four  mil- 
lions, a  sum  certainly  much  beyond  the 
truth. 

Mr.  «7.  P.  Grant  wished  to  put  the  noble 
lord  m  mind,  that,  from  the  contrivance  of 
bankers  and  others,  a  smaller  circulatioa 
than  formerly  was  now  sufficient. 

Mr.  Mellisk  said,  the  bank  did  not  ask 
the  restrictions. — It  was  the  House  that 
directed  the  bank  not  to  pay. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

Assessed  Taxes-j-Husbandrt  Housb 
Tax.]  In  a  Committee  on  the  Acts  re- 
lating to  Assessed  Taxes,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  following 
Resolutions : 

1.  <<  That  the  duties  charged  by  twa 
several  acts  of  the  48th  and  .52d  years  of 
his  present  majesty,  for  and  in  respect  of 
horses  kept  for  the  purpose  of  husbandry, 
by  any  person  or  persons  occupying  any 
farm  or  estate  of  the  description  and  value 
therein  mentioned,  be  suspended  for  a 
time  to  beJimited. 

2.  '^  That,  during  such  suspension,  any 
person  occupying  a  farm  as  tenant  at  rack 
rent,  the  rent  of  which  shall  be  less  than 
150/.  a  year,  and  making  a  livelihood 
solely  thereby,  or  any  person  occupying 
any  estate  on  any  other  tenure  than  as 
tenant  at  rack  rent  solely,  or  such  estate 
together  with  a  farm  at  rack  rent,  the 
value  of  which,  in  the  whole,  shall  be  less 
than  equivalent  to  a  farm  at  the  rack  rent 
of  150/.  a  year,  reckoning  the  value  of 
every  estate  occupied  by  the  owner  there- 
of, or  on  any  tenure  other  than  as  tenant 
at  rack  rent,  as  equivalent  to  double  the 
amount  of  the  like  farm  at  rack  rent,  and 
making  a  livelihood  solely  by  such  estate, 
or  by  such  estate  and  farm  jointly,  for 
every  horse,  mare,  or  gelding,  being  of  the 
height  of  thirteen  hands  or  more,  of  four 
inches  to  each  hand,  bona  fide  kept  and 

^  used  solely  for  the  purpose  of  husbandry, 
shall  be  charged  the  annual  sums  follow- 
ing ;  that  is  to  say :-— If  the  farm,  esti- 
mated as  aforesaid,  shall  be  under  the 
value  of  70/.,  the  annual  sum  of  three 
shillings.  If  the  farm,  estimated  as  afore- 
said, shall  amount  to  the  value  of  70/.  and 
shallbe  under  the  value  of  100/.,  the  annual 
sum  of  five. shillings.  And  if  the  farm, 
estimated  as  afpresaid,  shall  amount  to  the 
(3Y) 
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ralue  of  10(tf.|  and  shall  be  under  the  value 
of  150/.»  the  annual  sum  of  seven  shillings 
and  sixpence.''— The  Resolutions  were 
agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday^  April  9. 

Bill  for  detaining  Napolxon 
Buonaparte.]  The  House  having  gone 
into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for  detaining 
Napoleon  Buonaparte  in  custody. 

Lord  Holland  rose : — he  said,  that,  al- 
though he  might  now,  he  apprehended, 
without  irregularity  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  principle  on  which  this  bill  was 
founded,  yet  he  did  not  mean  to  avail 
himself  of  that  privilege,  any  further  than 
to  express  his  surprise  at  the  doctrines 
maintained  last  night  on  the  part  of  the 
ministers.  The  noble  earl  (Bathurst)  had 
contended,  that  there  was  an  alliance  be- 
tween several  powers,  if  an  enemy  sur- 
rendered himself  to  one  of  the  powers, 
he  was  a  prisoner  of  war,  not  only  to 
the  power  to  which  he  surrendered,  but 
also  to  the  rest ;  and  that  he  was  to  be 
treated,  not  according  to  the  pleasure  of 
that  country  to  which  he  had  surrendered, 
•but  of  the  whole  allied  powers.  Against 
this  doctrine  he  must  strongly  protest,  as 
subversive  of  the  principles  of  public  law, 
and  of  the  independence  of  nations— and 
as  highly  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
subjects  of  any  particular  state.  If  the 
noble  earl  had  said,  that  it  might  be  proper 
in  such  a  case  to  consult  the  wishes  of  the 
other  powers  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
a  due  attention  to  our  own  laws,  r%hts, 
and  interests,  that  perhaps  was  a  propo- 
sition from  which  ne  might  not  be  ais- 
posed  to  dissent :  but  to  say  that  a  surren- 
der to  one  of  the  powers  was  to  be  con* 
aidered  as  a  surrender  to  the  whole,  and 
that  the  other  powers  had  the  same  riffht 
over  the  individual  surrendering  as  that 
power  had  to  which  he  had  surrendered, 
was  a  proposition  perfectly  novel,  and 
directly  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations; 
and,  if  enforced  by  that  immense  military 
association '  of  the  different  powers  t>f 
Kurope ,  which  seemed  to  be  gaining 
ground,  would  break  in  upon  the  muni- 
cipal law  and  independence  of  par- 
ticular states,  and  render  the  subjects 
of  every  power  subservient,  not  merely 
to  the  control  of  their  own  govern- 
ment, but  to  that  of  die  whole  of  the 
other  powers.  As  to  the  object  of  the 
hill  ksal^  he  took  it  to  b^  to  provide 


merely  that  Boonapartfe  should  be  cood^ 
dered  as  a  prisoner  of  war  notwithrt—d* 
ing  the  peace,  and  thus  to  avoid  all  Quet- 
tions  as  to  the  law,  and  to  suspendr  the 
effisct  of  any  advantage  which  Buonspart^ 
nught  have  from  the  law,  if  contrary  to 
the  enactments  of  this  bill.  If  that  was 
the  meaning,  it  ought  to  be  diatinctly  and 
clearly  so  stated :  but  as  the  bill  atood  at 
present,  it  appeared  as  if  their  lordahipf 
were  legislating  in  the  dark,  and  therefore 
something  ought  to  be  added  to  make  the 
meaning  of  the  bill  clear  and  precise. 
The  best  mode  of  carrying  into  efiecl  the 
object  of  those  who  framed  thia  bill^  would 
be  to  say,  that  whatever  advantages  Buo- 
naparte might  have  under  the  ezistrog 
law,  they  were  to  be  suspended  aa  to  him, 
and  that  he  was  to  be  considered  aa  a  pri- 
soner of  war  in  the  same  manner  aa  if  the 
*  war  had  still  continued.  As  to  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill,  after  the  manner  in 
which  his  noble  friend  (Lauderdale)  had 
before  expressed  it,  he  need  say  nothing 
as  to  that,  for  he  supposed  all  were  agreed 
that  it  must  be  amended. 

Earl  Baihurst  did  not  mean  to  say,  on 
the  occasion  to  which  the  noble  lord  al- 
luded, that,  generally  speaking,  when  an 
enemy  surrendered  a  prisoner  of  war  to 
one  power  in  alliance  with  others,  he  was 
to  be  considered  as  much  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  other  powers  as  of  that  to  which 
he  surrendered.  Where  the  army  d  one 
power  took  a  territory  or  town,  he  did 
not  mean  to  say  generally,  that  the  other 
powers  had  the  same  rights  over  it,  as  the 
power  by  whose  arms  it  had  been  taken : 
but  what  he  had  said  was  this ;  that,  fVom 
the  particular  circumstances  of  the  alii* 
ance  in  the  present  instance,  and  the  sur- 
render having  been  the  effect  of  a  jobt 
and  combined  effort  directed  against  Buo- 
naparte personally,  he  ought,  upon  his 
surrender,  to  be  considered,  not  merdy  aa 
the  prisoner  of  the  power  to  which  he  had 
surrendered,  but  as  the  prisoner  €i  ail- 
to  this  extent  at  least,  that  the  other 
powers  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  re- 
spect to  the  mode  of  dealing  with  that 
prisoner.  The  alliance  was  directed 
against  Buonaparte  personally,  in  order 
not  only  to  dispossess  him  of  his  power, 
but  to  prevent  bis  return  to  power;  and 
the  other  powers  had  a  right  certainly  to 
have  some  security  that  the  object  would- 
be  carried  into  edect.  From  the  nature 
of  this  particular  alliance,  Buonaparte  was 
to  be  at  the  disposal  of  all  the  allies. 
ThiSy  therefore,  was  not  a  quettioa  of  gt- 
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neral  law ;  but  the  consequence  of  the 
nature  and  object  of  this  particular  alli- 
ance was,  that  Buonaparte  should  be  sub- 
ject 10  the  disposal  of  all  the  allfed  powers 
together.  As  to  the  other  point,  the  noble 
lord  had  suggested  a  mode  by  which  the 
object  of  this  Dill  might  be  accomplished: 
but  if  the  object  was  equally  well  accom- 
plished by  the  bill  as  it  stood,  he  saw  no 
reason  to  object  to  it,  merely  because  the 
aame  thing  might  be  done  in  another  way. 

The  Earl  ox  Lauderdale  said,  that  the 
doctrine  of  general  law  connected  witli 
this  subject  was  of  more  importance  than 
the  bill,  or  even  the  safe  custody  of  Buo- 
sapart^.  The  doctrines  laid  down  in 
that  House  must  have  an  extensive  in- 
fluence, and,  therefore,  it  was  of  great 
consequence  that  no  erroneous  doctrines 
should  be  stated  without  beins  contra- 
dicted at  the  time.  Now,  he  defied  the 
noble  earl  to  point  out  to  him  any  passage 
in  any  writer  on  the  law  of  nations,  to 
show  that,  let  the  nature  of  the  alliance 
be  what  it  might,  when  an  enemy  surren- 
dered to  one  power  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
he  was  to  be  considered  as  much  at  the 
disposal  of  the  other  powers  as  of  that  to 
which  he  had  surrendered.  If,  indeed, 
that  were  a  particular  stipulation  in  the 
terms  of  the  alliance,  and  it  were  publicly 
declared  to  be  so  to  all  the  world,  then 
the  individual  surrendering  must  know  it, 
and  in  surrendering  after  that  notice  he 
must  be  supposed  to  have  acceded  to  the 
terms:  but  when  there  was  no  such  public 
declaration,  and  the  matter  rested  merely 
on  a  private  understanding,  he  surrenders, 
on  the  faith  of  the  general  law  of  nations, 
to  one  of  the  powers,  and  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  by  tnat  particular  power  ac- 
oordtng  to  tlmt  law.  How  did  the  minis- 
ters of  this  country  know  that  he  would 
have  surrendered  at  all,  if  he  had  known 
that  ii  was  a  surrender  even  to  Austria, 
notwithstanding  his  &mily  connexion  with 
that  power,  or  to  an^  of  the  other  powers 
except  Great  Britain?  He  had  a  right 
^  whatever  benefit  belonged  to  him  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  could  not  be,  in 
justice,  concluded  by  the  secret  stipula- 
tions of  the  allies. 

The  Earl  of  Harrmby  said,  that  hb 
noUe  friend  had  sufficiently  explained 
that  the  rights  of  the  oUier  powers  de- 
pended on  the  nature  of  thb  particular 
alliance,  and  that  questions  ^ut  the 
general  law  of  nations  were  entirely  out 
of  place :  but  then  the  noble  lords  oppo- 
site turned  round  and  said,  that  whatever 


might  be  the  nature  of  the  alliance,  the 
general  law  ought  to  prevail,  unless  there 
had  been  a  public  declaration  as  to  the 
exception.  If  they  would  point  out  to 
him  m  any  writer  on  the  law  of  nations 
any  mention  of  such  an  alliance  as  this, 
then  he  would  undertake  to  show  that  the 
doctrine  contended  for  by  his  noble  friend 
was  expressly  recognised  by  the  law  of 
nations.  But,  in  truth,  they  were  now 
legislating  with  reference  to  a  transaction 
and  an  siuiance  which  had  no  parallel  fn 
the  historv  of  the  world,  and  therefore 
there  could  be  no  precedent  applicable  to 
it.  But,  as  the  circumstances  were  alto- 
gether new,  it  was  their  duty  to  make  a 
precedent.  The  noble  earl  said,  that  Buo- 
naparte was  not  bound  to  know  the  terms 
of  the  alliance,  unless  they  had  been  pub- 
licly declared :  but  they  were  publicly  de- 
clared, and  he  must  have  known  Uienu 
He  was,  besides,  not  a  free  agent  in  sur- 
rendering, for  he  had  only  the  alternative 
of  so  doing,  or  of  being  taken  by  the 
French  government.  Now,  suppose  he 
had  been  pursued  by  a  body  of  Prussian 
cavalry  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and 
had  been  taken  by  a  Prussian  hussar, 
should  we  have  been  content,  merely  be- 
cause he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a 
Prussian  hussar,  tliat  Prussia  should  have 
the  absolute  disposal  of  him  ?  The  very 
object  of  the  alliance  was,  to  remove  him 
from  his  power,  and  to  prevent  his  return 
to  it ;  and  it  was  for  this  purpose  that  a 
million  of  men  had  marched.  It  was  by 
the  combined  effort  that  he  was  driven  to 
the  surrender;  and  all  had  the  right  of 
disposal  of  him.  The  object  was  not  the 
safety  of  any  particular  power,  but  the 
safety  of  all;  and  all  had  a  right  to  inter- 
terfere  in  the  disposal  of  him :  and  even  if 
they  had  not  claimed  that  right,  we  ought 
voluntarily  to  have  bound  ourselves  to 
deal  with  him,  so  as  to  put  it  out  of  our 
own  power,  even  in  extreme  cases,  to 
commit  felony  against  the  peace  of  JBu- 
rope. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  it  was  argued^ 
first,  that  the  case  stood  on  its  own  pecu- 
liar grounds,  and  that  the  circumstances 
were  without  parallel  in  history ;  and  the 
noble  earl  said,  if  a  similar  case  were 
shown  in  any  writer  on  the  law  of  nations, 
he  would  undertake  to  show,  that  the  law 
was  such  as  the  ministers  contended  for. 
He,  on  his  part,  would  ask  the  noble  earl 
to  point  htm  out  any  proceeding  mention- 
ed m  history,  contrary  to  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  law  of  nations,  where  those 
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who  so  violated  the  law  did  not  defend 
themselves  on  the  ground  of  the  particular 
circumstances  of  the  case?  Amidst  all 
the  charges — some  of  them  well  founded, 
and  others  unfounded— prefen-ed  against 
this  very  individual  by  this  country  for 
violation^  of  the  law  of  nations,  were  there 
not  men  in  his  councils  who  were  pre- 
pared with  the  ever-ready  defence,  that 
the  particular  case  had  nothing  to  do  with 
general  law,  but  depended  on  its  own  cir- 
cumstances f  As  to  the  observation  of 
another  noble  earl,  that  he  had  suggested 
one  mode,  and  that  another  was  adopted 
in  the  bill,  he  could  not  see  how  that  was 
an  answer  to  what  lie  had  stated,  unless  it 
were  assumed  that  the  one  mode  was  as 
good  as  the  other,  which  was  the  very 
question  at  issue. 

The  preamble  was  postponed;  some 
proposed  verbal  amendments  in  the 
clauses  were  agreed  to,  and  others  nega- 
tived. 

Lord  Holland,  adverting  to  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  enacted  that  Buonaparte 
should  be  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
under  such  restrictions  as  should  seem 
proper,  said,  that  the  restrictions  had  been 
inserted,  as  was  alleged,  with  a  view  to 
enable  the  Crown  to  treat  Buonaparte 
with  more  lenity  than  was  consistent  with 
the  situation  of  a  prisoner  of  war.  Now, 
he  wished  to  ask  what  lenity  could  be 
shown  to  Buona))arte  under  this  bill,  that 
might  not  be  shown,  by  virtue  of  the  pre- 
rogative, to  Bu(maparte  considered  as  a 
pnsoner  of  war  ?  The  restrictions  were 
m  that  view  unnecessary,  and  he  moved 
that  they  be  left  out ;  because  they  might 
be  considered  as  empowering  the  Crown 
to  impose  greater  hardships  than  it  could 
on  a  mere  prisoner  of  war. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  but  the 
lord  chancellor  agreed  to  consider  the 
clause  again. 

Tlie  Earl  of  LauderdaUf  adverting  to 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  went  to  provide 
against  the  escape  of  Buonarparte,  said, 
that  if  a  captain  of  a  ship  found  Buona- 
parte on  the  high  sea  in  a  boat  just  ready 
to  sink,  and  took  him  into  his  ship,  he 
must,  by  this  bill,  under  pain  of  death, 
proceed  to  St.  Helena  with  him,  or  to  the 
^ace  from  which  Buonaparte  last  came. 
This  could  not  be  the  mtention  of  the 
firamers  of  the  bill ;  and  he  proposed  an 
amendmervt,  by  which  any  captain  of  a 
ship,  or  other  person,  finding  Buonaparte 
on  tlic  high  sea,  should  be  exempt  from 
Hie  penalty,  if  he  proceeded  bond  fide  to 


deliver  him  up  to  the  authorities  of  this 
country,  in  any  quarter  most  co&venieDt 
for  such  captain,  &c. 

The  Lord  ChamtUor  said,  the  meaning 
could  not  be  considered  such  as  the  noble 
earl  stated  it  to  be. 

The  amendmeht  was  negatived. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  objected  to 
the  hardship  that  a  person  should  be  im- 
mediately sent  to  Great  Britain  for  trial, 
if  charged  with  assisting  in  Buonaparte's 
escape. 

When  the  clauses  were  gone  through, 

Lord  Holland  proposed  to  add  to  the 
bill  a  proviso,  that  nothing  in  the  bill  con- 
tained should  extend  to  deprive  Buona- 
parte of  any  of  the  civil  rights  which 
he  enjoyed  under  the  existing  law ;  and 
that  no  subject  should  be  allowed  to  plead 
that  hfe  was  an  alien  enemy,  unless  he 
had  the  benefit  of  that  plea  independently 
of  this  bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  did  not  see  any 
good  reason  for  adding  this  proviso. 

The  committee  divided  upon  the  ques- 
tion, that  these  words  be  added— Con* 
tents,  5  :  Not  Contents,  10.  The  amend- 
ment was  therefore  negatived. 

The  preamble,  which  was  admitted  to 
be  liable  to  the  objection  stated  to  it  the 
night  before  by  the  earl  of  Lauderdale, 
was  then  amended,  and  the  bill  passed  the 
committee. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 
Tuesday i  April  9. 

Princess  Charlotte's  Establish- 
ment Bill.]  On  the  motion  for  going 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House 
upon  the  Bill  for  better  enabling  his  Ma- 
jesty to  make  provision  for  the  establish- 
ment of  her  royal  highness  the  princess 
Charlotte  Augusta,  and  his  serene .  high- 
ness Leopold  George  Frederick,  duke  of 
Saxe,  margrave  of  Meissen,  landgrare  of 
Thuringuen,  prince  of  Cobourg  o^  6aal- 
field, 

Mr.  Brooke  wished  to  know,  whether, 
if  any  embarrassments  or  arrears  regard- 
ing the  princess's  previous  establishment 
should  existy  this  income  was  to  be  clc^ged 
with  their  liquidation  ?  This,  he  thought, 
ought  not  to  be,  but  that  her  royal  high- 
ness should  be  enabled  to  come  into  public 
life  perfectly  free  from  any  incumbrance 
whatever.  He  alluded  to  former  grants 
made  for  the  establishment  of  different 
branches  of  the  royal  family,  whic]]i  not 
being  adequate  to  the  discbarge  of^  pre- 
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vious  incumbrances,  as  well  as  to  support 
the  splendour  for  which  they  were  granted, 
left  these  illustrious  personages  surrounded 
by  difficulties  which  they  had  never  been 
able  to  overcome.  The  House  ought,  on 
tliis  occasion,  to  take  care  that  there 
should  be  no  debt  arising  from  the  outfit, 
which  might  diminish  the  annuity  in- 
tended to  be  granted.  A  full  and  suffi- 
cient sum  ought  to  be  granted  to  prevent 
any  accident  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Ltishington  said,  he  believed  it  was 
fully  understood,  from  the  former  state- 
ment of  his  right  hon.  friend,  that  the 
€um  agreed  to  for  the  outfit  would  be  fully 
adequate  to  the  purpose. 

Sir  Robert  Heron  observed,  that  wish- 
ing to  be  perfectly  liberal  towards  her 
royal  highness,  as  the  House  and  the 
country  ought  to  be,  he  had  acceded  to  all 
the  propositions  that  ministers  had  brought 
forward  hitherto  in  her  behalf;  but  he 
would  not  agree  to  any  thing  farther. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  any  thing  beyond 
what  had  been  proposed  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly improper;  and  he  hoped  her 
royal  highness  and  her  intended  husband 
would  confine  their  expenses  within  what 
had  been  granted  by  the  liberality  of  par- 
liament. ^  This  liberality  was  no  new  fea- 
ture ;  it  had  been  amply  and  sufficiently 
shown  at  all  times,  and  towards  every 
member  of  the  royal  family,  and  what  was 
granted  ought  to  be  abided  by.  He  had 
therefore  never  voted  for  any  sum  to  li- 
quidate arrears  which  could  not  be  justi- 
fied; nor  would  he,  as  ^long  as  he  lived, 
ever  give  a  vote  for  the  payment  of  one 
farthing  of  the  debts  of  any  prince,  or  mi- 
nister alive  or  dead  [Hear,  hear !]. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  committee, 
and  on  the  resolutions  for  granting  the  an- 
nuity being  read. 

Mr.  Brougham  desired  a  clause  to  be 
read  respecting  the  annuity;  it  was  ac- 
cordingly read,  when  it  was  proposed  to 
fill  up  a  blank  with  the  words  60,000/^ 
Mr.  Brougham  said  he  had  not  the  smallest 
desire  to  make  any  objections  to  the  pro« 
position ;  but  he  wished  to  know  in  what 
tbrm  the  annuity  was  to  be  paid.  Ac- 
cording to  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer's statement  on  a  former  evening,  her 
royal  highnesses  establishment  had  already 
cost  at  tne  rate  of  30,000/.  a  year,  chiefly 
from  the  civil  list.  ^He  had  understood 
that  her  royal  highness  was  to  have  60,000/. 
a  year,  but  then  he  supposed  that  to  be 
d0,000/.  additional  to  the  civil  list  30,000/. 
Gtlierwise  S0|000/«  ft^car  would  be  added 


by  a  side-wind  to  the  civil  list.  He  con- 
sidered this  as  a  question  of  the  last  im- 
portance as  it  regarded  tlie  civil  list,  and 
it  was^  highly  necessary  that  the  subject 
should  be  well  understood. 

Mr.  Ltishington  felt  no  difficulty  in 
stating,  that  the  sum  of  60,000/.  would 
cover  her  royal  highness's  whole  expendi- 
ture; the  30,000/.  in  the  civil  list,  would, 
of  coarse,  be  devoted  to  meet  any  excess 
in  that  department. 

Mr.  Brougham  repeated  his  former 
question,  and  observed,  that  if  the  amount 
of  the  civil  list  were  inadequate  to  the 
charges  it  bore,  parliament  would  be  ap- 
plied to  for  the  deficiency.  If  the  civil 
list  required  an  addition,  let  it  be  fairly 
and  openly  applied  for ;  let  it  not  be  done 
by  a  side  wind  [Hear !].  It  was  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  he  brought  himself  to 
say  a  word  on  this  subject,  lest  he  should 
be  misrepresented  by  any  whisper  of  his 
being  wanting  in  respect  to  the  illustrious 
person  in  question,  or  in  concurring  in 
that  universal  homage  which  he,  in  com- 
mon with  that  House  and  the  country, 
was  eager  to  pay  to  the  auspicious  match 
connected  with  this  consideration.  But 
it  was  for  the  House  to  take  care  that  in 
giving  60,000/.  annually  to  her  royal  high- 
ness, they  were  not  also  giving  30,000?.  a 
year  to  the  civil  list. 

Mr.  Latx)  entered  into  some  explana- 
tions, to  show  that  the  additional  grant  to 
the  civil  list,  on  account  of  the  princess 
Charlotte's  separate  establishment,  as  it 
now  existed,  was  only  6,000/.  and  not 
30,000/.  [No,  no!]. 

Mr.  Lushin^ton  repeated,  that  the  im- 
pression was,  tnat  the  grant  from  the  civil 
lJst,Vould  cease  after  passing  this  act ;  and 
of  course  would  no  longer  be  a  public 
charge. 

Mr.  Brougham  conceived  that  his  own 
statement  now  appeared  right:  30,000/. 
a  year,  in  one  way  or  other,  it  was  said, 
had  been  paid  for  her  royal  highness  from 
the  privy  purse  and  the  civjl  list.  Taking 
the  establishment  at  60,000/.  a  year,  cer- 
tainly many  gentlemen  supposed  it  to  be 
only  an  addition  of  30,000/.  a  year  to  the 
public  for  the  establishment  of  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte  and  the  prince  of  Cobourg. 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  thought  it  followed 
of  course,  that  there  would  be  the  addition 
mentioned  to  the  civil  list. 

Mr.  Lushington  said,  the  bill  only 
pledged  parliament  to  provide  the  60,000/. 
a  year.  The  30,000/.  ceased  as  far  ^  it 
related  to  the  princess,  and,  if  the  House 
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chose^  might  also  cease  as  it  regarded  the 
public :  but  this  was  not  at  all  the  question 
Defore  the  House. 

Mr.  Brougham  insisted,  that  this  consi- 
deration was  not  necessary.  Parliament 
had  granted  a  certain  sum  for  the  civil 
list,  on  which  there  was  a  charge  of 
80,000/.  a  year  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
princess  Charlotte*  That  30,000/.  ceased 
from  this  day.  How  did  it  cease?  By 
parliament  granting  30,000/.  more,  which 
took  that  charge  away  from  the  list.  This 
was  as  plain  and  self-evident  as  that  30 
and  30  made  60.  But  by  granting  60,000/. 
without  an  understanding  or  proposition 
for  this  reduction,  we  were  in  tact  grant- 
ing 30,000  more  to  the  civil  list. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  thought  the  House 
ought  to  confine  itself  to  what  was  imme- 
diately before  it.  By  voting  the  60,000/. 
he  could  not  see  how  the  House  was 
pledged  to  give  the  30,000/.  to  the  civil 

Mr.  Calcraft  thought  it  was  due  to  the 
dignity  of  the  House  for  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  have  been  in  his  place  on 
this  occasion  [Neither  the  ehancellor  of 
the  exchequer  nor  lord  Castlereagh  had 
yet  come  down].  He  had  listened  for  a 
long  whOe  to  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite, 
in  hopes  of  some  explanation  from  him ; 
but  he  had  left  him  more  puzzled  than 
when  he  began  his  observations.  The 
question  was  quite  clear.  It  was,  whe- 
ther this  marriage  was  to  cost  the  public 
60,000/.  a  year,  or  30,000/.  additional? 
We  were  going  to  vote  60,000/.,  which 
would  be  30,000/.  additional.  The  hon. 
gentleman  said,  the  30,000/.  reverted  to 
the  civil  list.  The  committee  knew  this 
well  enough ;  but  he  would  say,  that  in- 
stead of  reverting  to  the  civil  list,  it  ought 
to  revert  to  the  public.  The  House  was 
not  to  be  put  off  by  what  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  said  about  future  discussion; 
BOW  was  the  time  to  discuss  the  subject. 
An  hon.  gentleman  had  attempted  to  set 
the  committee  right,  by  saying  that  the 
proportion  of  6000/.  and  upwards,  would 
revert  to  the  public;  but  this  was  only 
one-fifUi  of  what  they  ought  to  regain,  as 
could  clearly  be  proved  [Here  lord 
Castlereagh  entered  the  House].  He 
was  sornr  the  noble  lord  opposite  was  not 
ii)  the  House  at  the  commencement  of 
the  discussion,  as  he  might  have  thrown 
some  light  upon  the  subject.  He  would 
repeat,  in  a  few  words,  for  his  information, 
what  had  occurred.    We  were  about  to 

makea  grant  ofG(V00a/ii  by  wUch  3(V0OQ<» 


became  no  longer  a  charge  on  the  civil 
list.  The  question  was,  what  was  to  be- 
come of  this  30,000/.  ?  How  was  its  re- 
version to  be  left  at  liberty,  to  be  secured 
to  the  public  i 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  in  providiag 
the  means  for  the  establishment  of  her 
royal  highness,  various  expenses  had  been 
necessanly  incurred  in  different  depart* 
ments  of  Uie  household,  which  would  now 
be  relieved  from  tliat  extraordinary  idiarge* 
The  whole  amount  of  these  might  have 
been  from  22  to  23,000/.  a  year ;  but  tbe 
change  that  would  now  take  place,  wai 
not  such  an  augmentation  of  the  civil  Ist 
as  could  require  the  interference  of  psr- 
liament.  The  civil  list  had  evidently  bieeo 
considered  for  some  years  past  as  insde> 
quate  to  its  objects ;  but  all  interference  oo 
this  subject  had  been  abstained  from 
during  a  time  of  war,  because  it  found  re* 
lief  from  droits  of  admiralty  and  other 
sources.  The  effect  of  the  present  bfll 
would  be  to  relieve  the  different  hooie- 
hold  departments.  The  general  affiurs  of 
the  civil  list  would  come  under  discussioa 
in  the  course  of  the  present  session,  wbca 
parliament  would  have  time  to  consider 
them. 

Mr.  Curtoen  observed,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  stated  pretty  roundly,  that  the 
civil  list  was  not  adequate  to  the  expenssi* 
But  he  would  ask  the  noble  lord,  i^  ia 
these  times  of  distress  and  misery,  the 
Prince  Regent,  if  he  wished  to  hold  s 
place  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  could 
come  to  the  House  and  ask  for  an  increase 
in  the  civil  list?  fHear,  hear  I  j  In  ftot* 
no  man  who  really  wished  that  the  royal 
family  should  stand  in  the  hearts  of  the 
pe<^le,  could  feel  any  other  sensation  thsa 
that  of  deep  regret,  that  there  should,  st 
such  a  time,  be  any  arrears  of  the  cavil 
list.  Even  admitting  that  only  6OO0L 
ought  to  revert  to  the  public,  to  overlook 
this  would  be  mtet  censurable.  We  bad 
been  told  of  the  great  retrenchments  that  i 
had  been  made  in  the  public  expenditure;  ' 
but  no  credit  was  due  to  ministers  on  thii 
account ;  they  had  only  performed  a  paitsf 
their  duty,  which  circumstances  rendered 
imperiously  necessary.  Did  these  re* 
trenchments  altogether  bear  any  prcnior- 
tion  to  the  amount  of  the  distresses  ofUie 
country,  or  were  they  in  any  propartien 
to  what  must  absolutely  be  made,  if  the 
country  was  to  be  saved  from  bankruptcy  { 
If  it  was  to  be  saved,  it  must  be  by  the 
retrenchment  of  millions.  He  hoped  the 
hon»and  laanied  gentleman  who  ha4  nads 
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the  observatioDt  which  had  led  to  this  dit- 
cutsioity  would  persevere;  for  stich  pro* 
ceedings  as  he  had  witnessed  were  a  total 
abandonment  of  that  system  of  economy 
wliich  had  been  held  out  in  tlie  speech 
from  the  throne. 

Mr.  Luihington  declared,  that  if  he  had 
thought  his  right  hon.  friend,  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer,  would  have  arrived 
in  time  to  participate  in  the  discussion,  he 
should  not  have  had  the  presumption  fo 
say  a  word  upon  the  subject.  But  it  was 
necessary  that  the  bill  should  pasii;  and 
he  could  not  conceive  the  House  to  be 
pledged  in  any  reSpect  as  to  the  30,000^ 
when  the  civil  list  came  hereafter  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Cakrqft  thought  this  bill  ought  not 
to  have  been  moved  in  the  absence  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  [The  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  at  this  time  entered  the 
House].  The  only  charge  that  was  re- 
cognized was  that  of  6500/.  on  the  civil 
list,  and  it  would  be  well  to  see  that  in 
this  bill  that  sum  were  deducted. 

^  Mr.  Lushififfton  said,  that  the  bill  pro- 
vided for  the  deduction  of  that  sura,  and 
moved  that  one  of  the  clauses  be  read. 

Mr.  Brougham  contended  that  this  sum 
signified  nothing.  It  only  made  it  appear 
that  there  was  23,500/.  instead  of  30,000/., 
which  was  not  to  cease,  and  the  question 
was,  what  was  to  become  of  the  remainder  ? 
The  subject  stood  just  as  it  was,  only  that 
we  found  we  were  now  granting  23,500/. 
to  the  civil  list,  instead  of  30,000/. 

The  Chancellor  of'  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  not  having  heard  the  whole  of  the 
discussion,  he  was  not  quite  sure  that  lie 
understood  the  subject.  The  arrangement 
stated  by  him  was,  that  his  royal  highness 
■hould  receive  the  60,000/.  in  lieu  of  every 
allowance  whatever,  as  an  annual  income, 
from  the  consolidated  fund. — Her  royal 
highness  receiving  this  sum,  and  hav- 
ing an  entire,  an  exclusive  establishment 
of  her  own,  a  saving  would  necessarily  be 
effected  in  the  civil  list,  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  23,500/.  There  would  be  a  saving 
in  the  several  departments  of  the  household 
and  the  master  of  the  horse,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  new  establishment,  which 
was  formerly  charged  upon  the  civil  list, 
which  would  undoubtedly  he  relieved  from 
any  excess  of  expense  on  her  royal  high- 
iiess's  account.  The  saving  effected,  on 
the  income  hitherto  appropriated  to  the 
Princess,  would  thus  be  about  7000/.,  and 
in  the  civil  list  it  would  be  almost  30,000/., 
but  which  made  no  part  of  the  ebtimstcs 
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laid  before  the  House  in  the  present  year 
Mr.  Tierney  obaerved,  that  by  the  esti- 
mates' before  th^  committee,  the  lord 
steward's  department  was  to  be  charged 
12,000/.,  and  tlie  master  of  the  horse 
10,000/.,  making  the  estimates  to  go  otily 
to  22,(X)0/.  in  the  whole,  ami  that  the  ba- 
lance of  the  30,000/.  was  to  be  defrayed  from 
the  consolidated  fund.  He  did  not  like 
the  idea  of  going  to  the  consolidated  fund, 
as  sums  once  put  on  it,  were  not  so  easily 
got  oft*  again.  He  thought,  in  conformity 
to  old  established  customs,  which  by-the- 
bye,  would  now  be  treated  as  exploded, 
that  that  sum  should  still  remain  on  the 
civil  list,  and  then  be  paid  to  the  consoli- 
dated fund,  as  had  been  done  in  the  case 
of  the  princess  of  Wales.  With  respect 
to  Camelford  House,  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  rent  ^\'  that  House  was  to  be 
paid  out  of  this  erant,  or  was  to  be  a  sepa* 
rate  charge?  [Yes,  from  lord  Ca^tlercagh] 
Her  roym  highness  was  certainly  worthy 
of  a  high  establishment,  as  heir  apparent 
to  the  throne,  and  he  did  not  think  the 
place  chosen  for  her  residence  was  at  all 
suitable  to  her  dignity.  He  objected  to 
her  being  kept  thus  in  a  private  situation, 
and  on  that  account  thought  her  allowance 
of  60,000/..  was  too  great.  It  was  right 
she  should  have  an  adequate  allowance, 
corresponding  to  her  dignity,  but  when 
she  was  to  be  kept  as  a  private  person,  he 
thought  the  proposed  sum  too  large 
[Hear !].  As  heir  apparent  to  the  throne, 
it  was  proper  she  should  hold  drawing 
rooms,  for  the  pur|>ose  of  meeting  with 
her  subjects,  over  whom  she  was  destined 
to  reign,  and  he  deprecated  the  conduct 
of  ministers  in  keeping  her  in  a  private 
rank.  He  had  suggested  the  propriety 
of  granting  her  the  ordnance  office  as  a 
very  proper  town  residence.  The  House 
now  selected  for  her  residence,  was  ex* 
tremely  inadequate,  and  really  to  small, 
and  fie  on  that  account  considered  60,000/. 
a  too  great  allowance  to  her  while  she  in- 
habited such  a  place.  He  knew  very  well 
this  would  gi^e  offence  to  some  persons, 
and  that  he  should  be  termed  niggardly. 
But  he  wished  ministers  to  inform  the 
committee,  whether  it  was  intended  to.  al- 
low her  to  hold  drawing  rooms  [The 
righ  hon.  member  supposing  a  motion  of 
dissent  was  made  by  ministers  proceeded  J". 
He  certainly  thought  ministers  had  brought 
their  master  into  a  very  fine  situation  by 
the  humiliating  manner  in  which  they  pror 
posed  to  use  his  royul  daughter  [Hear!]. 
Her  royal  highness  was  the  heir  apparent 
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to  the  throne,  and  no  person  could  ques- 
tion her  right  of  succession  to  it,  yet  with 
an  inconsistency  altogether  unaccount- 
able, she  was  to  be  kept  aloof  from  all  the 
distinctions  of  royalty  [Hear !].  The 
noble  lord  in  his  usual  manner,  would  pro- 
bably give  no  satisfactory  answer  to  the 
committee  why  this  was  done.  The  best 
way  the  committee  in  that  case  could  do, 
•was  to  give  him  no  money.  It  was  as 
easy  for  them  to  hold  their  purse,  as  it  was 
for  him  to  hold  his  tongue  [A  laugh]. 
He  deprecated  the  privacy  to  which  her 
royal  highness  seemed  doomed,  and  con- 
•idered  it  inconsistent  with  every  principle 
of  the  constitution  [Hear,  [hear !]. 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  astonisl^d  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  conducted  himself.  He  went  on  in  a 
fine  manner,  putting  questions,,  looking  to 
the  countenance  of  those  opposite  to  hiro, 
and  supposing  he  had  been  answered.  On 
these  supposed  answers,  he  dwelt  with  his 
usual  veh^ence,  quite  in  a  dramatic  style, 
telling  the  committee,  if  he  got  no  answer 
he  would  give  no  money.  However  con- 
genial that  mode  might  be  to  the  feelings 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  (lord  C.) 
declined  acting  any  part  in  the  comedy. 
But  he  asked  the  committee,  whether  it 
was  consistent  with  their  dignity,  after 
having  once  granted  a  sum,  and  gone  to 
the  foot  of  the  throne  with  the  warmest 
assurances  of  their  support,  now  to  retrench 
the  provision  they  had  granted  ?  He  need 
scarcely  put  this  question,  as  he  knew  no 
man  in  the  committee  would  be  guilty  of 
such  inconsistency  [Hear!].— His  right 
hon.  friend  (the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer),  had  stated  to  tlie  committee,  that 
60,000/.  a-year  was  all  he  was  authorized 
to  ask,  and  that  a  proposition  would  here- 
after be  laid  before  them  for  providing  a 
suitable  mayion  for  the  residence  of  the 
illustrious  mdividuals.  Her  royal  high- 
ness, and  her  intended  consort,  had  ex- 
pressed their  intention  to  pay  for  the  town 
residence,  and  if  any  provision  for  a  man- 
sion was  made  by  the  House,  they  would 
rather  have  that  in  the  country.  He  (lord 
C.)  had  no  instruction  to  give  any  com- 
munication to  the  House,  respecting  what 
would  be  the  situation  of  the  illustrious 
individuals  after  marriage,  and  he  depre- 
cated the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, as  savouring  too  much  of  a  dispo- 
sition he  always  had  of  making  insinuations. 

Mr.  Tierney  was  not  surprised  at  the 
last  words  of  the  noble  lord's  speech.  He 
had  asked  a  simple  questiooi  and  had  been 


charged  by  the  noble  lord  with  acting  a 
dramatical  part.  But  he  repeated  what 
he«  had  formerly  said,  namely,  that  the 
noble  lord  had  not  done  his  duty  as  he 
ought  to  have  done.  There  was  a  kind 
of  quibbling  peculiar  to  ministers,  which 
the  committee  could  cot  but  rennark.  If 
the  question  which  was  put  to  them  was 
suited  to  their  inclinatiops,  then  an  imme- 
diate answer  was  given ;  but  if  it  was  ooC 
congenial,  ^hey  then  either  held  their 
peace,  or  poured  a  torrent  of  illiberal 
abuse  on  members  opposite.  But  he 
would  tell  the  noble  lord,  that  any  idea  of 
a  country  house  was  not  to  be  entertahied 
while  we  had  so  many  palaces.  He  warned 
the  country  against  the  designs  of  the 
noble  lord,  which  were  a  monstrous  insult 
to  their  feelings.  It  was  really  very  amus* 
ing  to  hear  ministers  say,  that  they  could 
not  find  a  palace  in  gooif  order  enough  for 
their  royal  highnesses,  and  that  therefort 
a  new  mansion  must  be  provided  [Hear!]. 
What  was  become  of  the  expensive  cot» 
tage  at  Windsor  ?  Was  it  already  out  of 
repair  ?  Could  Cranbourne  Lodge  not  be 
fitted  up  \  He  was  ashamed  to  go  over 
the  number  of  palaces  we  had  in  this 
country,  and  to  hear  the  noble  lord  have 
the  presumption  to  say,  that  a  new  sod 
better  accommodation  than  they  can  fur* 
nish  must  be  had.  Had  the  noble  lordaa 
regard  whatever  for  the  feelings  of  the 
country  ?  Did  he  suppose  that  the  public 
were  no  longer  awake  to  any  hardship 
iniposed  on  them,  and  that  they  had  to- 
tally lost  every  kind  of  sensibility  ?  No 
man  was  more  willing  than  himself  te 
grant  every  provision  which  was  requisite 
for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  royal 
family.  His  anxiety  on  this  occasion  led 
him  decidedly  to  condemn  the  privacy  to 
which  her  royal  highness  was  doomed. 
But  the  more  he  examined  the  state  of 
publfc  matters,  the  more  he  was  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  the  old  proverb,  <<  the  mare 
money,  the  less  show."  Drawing-rooms 
and  public  court  days  had  become  now 
very  rare,  notwithstanding  the  immense 
sums  devoted  to  the  expenses  of  the  court 
He  condemned  the  proposal  of  ministefi 
for  a  country  residence,  as  most  indecent; 
and  while  he  professed  the  most  profound 
respect  for  her  royal  highness,  he  consi- 
dered the  house  which  had  been  chosen 
for  her  residence  was  ill-suited  to  her  dig* 
nity,  and  that  she  was  now  to  be  reduced 
to  a  rank  inconsistent  wMth  the  views  of 
the  heir  presumptive  to  the  throne. 
Mr.  Abcrcrombie  declared,  that  sinct 
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that  House  had  met  as  a  house  of  parlia- 
ment, both  the  House  and  the  country 
had  never  been  so  directly  insulted  as  they 
had  just  been  by  the  noble  lord.  The 
marriage  of  her  royal  highness  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte  being  about  to  take  place, 
parliament  were  called  upon  to  make  a 
provision  for  her  royal  highness,  in  her 
new  situation.  Legally  speaking,  her 
royal  highness  was  certainly  only  heiress 
presumptive  to  the  throne.  But  it  was 
unnecessary  to  state,  the  various  circum- 
stancesy  some  of  them  dependent  on  acts 
of  the  legislature,  which  gave  to  the  rank 
of  her  royal  highness  in  the  state  a  very 
different  character.  Then,  when  the 
noble  lord  was  asked  in  what  way  her 
royal  highness  was  henceforward  to  be 
considered— whether  she  was  to  conduct 
herself  as  a  private  individual,  or  as  heiress 
presumptive  to  the  throne,  he  told  the 
House,  that  they  had  no  business  to  in- 
quire about  the  matter.  But  that  House 
bad  an  unquestionable  right  to  inquire 
into,  and  to  be  told  every  thing  relating 
to  it.  And  when  the  noble  lord  asked 
them  for  60,000/.  a  year»  as  an  establish- 
ment for  her  royal  highness,  without  being 
prepared,  or  refusing  to  give  an  answer  to 
the  questions  which  had  been  put  to  him« 
with  respect  to  the  state  which  her  royal 
highness  was  to  maintain,  he  insulted  the 
House  and  the  country.  If  her  royal 
highness  was  not  to  be  considered  as 
heiress  presumptive,  why  was  she  to  have 
more  than  any  younger  son  of  the  Kioe  ? 
If  she  was  to  live  in  privacy,  why  was  the 
establishment  for  her  royal  highness  and 
the  prince  of  Cobourg,  to  be  larger  than 
that  for  the  duke  and  duchess  of  Cumber- 
land ?  It  was  a  new  doctrine,  that  such  an 
inquiry  as  that  had  been  made,  was  an  im- 
proper interference  with  the  private  and 
domestic  life  of  a  member  of  the  royal 
family. 

Lord  Castlereagh  really  submitted  it  to 
the  judgment  of  the  committee,  whether 
it  was  possible  for  him  to  give  the  informa- 
tion required  of  him.  All  that  he  could 
say  on  the  subject  was,  that  her  royal 
highness  the  princess  Charlotte  stood  in 
the  situation  in  which  the  law  had  placed 
her,  and  that  whatever  sum  the  liberality 
of  parliament  chose  to  bestow  upon  her, 
was  in  her  royal  highnesses  han^  to  dis- 
pose of  at  her  own  discretion. 

Mr.  Brougham^  in  reply  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  lord,  that  her  royal 
highness  stood  in  the  situation  in  which 
the  law  had  placed  her.  aaked  why  it  was 
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proposed  to  give  her  royal  highness 
60,000/.  instead  of  20,000/.  a  year,  unless 
her  royal  highness  was  in  a  very  different 
situation  in  fact  from  what  she  was  in  law  f 
On  any  other  ground  it  would  be  prepos- 
terous to  treat  her  royal  highness  so  diffe- 
rently from  the  other  branches  of  her  il- 
lustrious family.  It  was  in  vain  to  dis- 
guise the  circumstance,  but  the  House 
well  knew  that  it  was  more  than  a  thou- 
sand to  one  that  her  royal  highness  would 
succeed  to  the  Crown,  and  therefore  that 
in  point  of  substance  and  fact  she  was  as 
much  to  be  considered  heiress  apparent  to 
the  crown  of  these  realms,  as  if  she  were 
so  in  law.  There  could  be  no  other  pre- 
tence for  .coming  to  parliament  for  a  splen- 
did, though  not  too  splendid,  establish- 
ment for  her  royal  highness.  He  again 
and  again  repeated,  that  he  had  no  wish 
to  impede  the  measure  before  the  House, 
or  to  throw  the  slightest  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  that  most  happy  and  auspicious 
matrimonial  union,  wnich  had  his  hearty 
approbation  and  concurrence.  But  the 
House  would  be  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of 
duty,  were  they  to  vote  the  money  of  the 
country,  without  ascertaining  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  were  to  be  consulted 
in  its  expenditure.  The  noble  lord  had 
said,  that  he  did  not  know  whether  her 
royal  highness  intended  to  hold  a  court  or 
not.  But  did  the  noble  lord  mean  to  say, 
that  if  he  were  to  put  that  question  In 
another  quarter,  he  w'ould  not  obtain  a 
satisfactory  answer  ?  To  him  it  was  per« 
fectly  evident,  that  if  her  royal  highness 
was  to  hold  a  court,  as  she  ought  to  da, 
for  the  reception  of  the  subjects  over 
whom  she  was  destined  one  day  to  rule, 
the  arrangements  would  not  have  been 
made  which  had  been  made  respecting 
Camelford  house.  He  wished  to  speak 
with  the  greatest  respect  of  that  house  [a* 
laugh],  but  although  it  was  a  residence 
highly  fitting  tlie  noble  person  who  was 
going  out  of  it,  it  was  by  no  means  a 
palace  fit  for  the  residence  of  the  heiress 
of  the  British  crown.  •  A  lease  had  been 
obtained  of  this  house  for  seven  years,  at 
a  rent  of  2,500/.  a  year.  It  was  quite 
clear,  that  in  that  house  her  royal  hieh- 
ness  could  hold  no  court,  but  must  reside 
as  a  private  member  of  the  royal  fkmily. 
It  appeared  very  extraordinary  to  him, 
but  It  was  now  discovered,  that  the  ex^ 
penses  of  her  royal  highness's  present  es* 
tablishment,  which  was  of  a  most  private 
nature,  which  was  attended  with  lesa 
pomp  and  show  than  any  other  of  the 
(3Z) 
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royal  establishmeDts,  with  less  pomp  and 
iihow  than  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  esta- 
blishments of  the  nobility — and  he  was 
afraid  with  less  convenience  than  ninety- 
nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  the  latter.  It 
now  appeared  that  this  establishment,  so 
private,  so  devoid  of  pomp  and  show  and 
convenience,  had  cost  37,Q0(V.  a  year; 
for  it  was  stated,  that  besides  the  SOioOO^ 
paid  for  it  out  of  the  civil  list,  7,0002. 
inore  came  from  the  consolidated  fund : 
60,0002.  was  talked  of  for  an  establish- 
ment that  should  have  somewhat  ostensi- 
ble, somewhat  of  splendour  about  it. 
Why,  twice  60,000/.  would  not  be  enough 
on  that  scale.  It  was  a  perfect  joke  to 
propose  such  a  thing.  Things,  indeed, 
must  be  much  cheaper  even  than  they 
were  to  pcnnit  it.  Unless  the  grossest 
extravagancQ  and  waste  liad  prevailed  in 
that  branch  of  the  civil  list,  he  meant  the 
existing  establishment  of  her  royal  high- 
ness, an  extravagance  and  waste  that  out- 
did all  the  outdoings  in  the  other  branches 
of  it,  the  proposal  of  60,0002.  for  her 
royal  highness's  future  establishment, 
ynder  circumstances  of  so  very  different  a 
nature,  was  utterly  inadequate.  Feeling 
ao  strongly  as  he  did  on  this  subject,  how- 
ever painful  the  duty,  and  however  un- 
ifillin^  he  was  to  throw  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  the  arransement  which 
had  taken  pUice,  or  to  interfere  at  all  in  a 
ijaatter  of  so  delicate  a  nature,  lie  should 
certainly  take  the  sense  of  the  House  on 
tjie  question  that  the  chairman  should  re- 
port progress,  in  order  that  the  committee 
might  better  understand  the  subject  when 
it  next  came  before  them,  and  that  the 
noble  lord  might  make  such  inquiries  in 
the  proper  quarter,  as  would  enable  him 
to  give  them  the  information  which  it 
was,  in  his  opinion,  so  indispensable  to 
obtain. 

The  Amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Brougham,  having  been  read  by  the 
chairman, 

Mr.  Methtien  said,  that  as  the  House 
had  unanimously  voted  the  sum  of  60,0002. 
for  the  annual  establishment  of  her  royal 
highness  the  princess  Charlotte,  he 
thought  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect 
that  every  sixpence  now  paid  for  her  royal 
highness's  establishment  from  the  civil  list 
and  consolidated  fund,  should  be  cleared 
oflr.  Whether  or  not  this  was  the  case, 
the  HoMse  and  the  public  had  a  right  to 
know.  As  to  the  way  in  which  the  money 
was  to  be  expended,  although  a  certain 
degree  of  splendour  appeared  to  i^  a 


tion,  whether  or  not  to  hold  a  court. 

Lord  CastUreagh^  in  reply  to  the  fii|t 
part  of  the  hon.  member  a  obaerratiiiii^ 
said  that  his  right  hon.  friepd,  when  he 
had  made  *the  original  propqsitioD,  wbiob 
was  the  foundation  of  the  bill  before  th^ 
committee,  distinctly  stated  that  the 
60,0002.  to  be  granted  to  her  royal  higlh 
ness,  was  in  lieu  of  all  other  grants  fnn 
what  quarter  soever  proceeding 

Mr.  Methuen  fished  to  know,  whether 
he  was  neverthelessi  to  underatand  tfatt 
the  charges  were  to  remain  on  the  dril 
list? 

Lord  Castlereagh.    Clearly. 

Mr.  MeihucTu  Then  I  shall  certaioiy 
vote  for  the  hon.  and  learned  gentl^man'i 
amendment. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  the  hflo. 
gentleman  must  misunderstand  him.  Nboc 
of  the  existing  char^  on  the  conaolh 
dated  fund  or  civil  list  would  accrue  to 
her  royal  highness  after  her  nuurriage^  but 
only  the  precise  income  which  the  preseal 
bill  went  to  secure  to  her. 

Lord  MiUon  asked,  if  thoae  diaiys 
would  be  saved  to  the  public  i 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied,  Uiat  that  pact 
of  her  royal  highness's  preaeot  iooooie 
which  arose  out  of  the  consolidated  tod 
would  revert  to  that  fund—that  pi^t  wUck 
proceeded  from  the  civil  list  irooU  W 
employed  in  the  public  service.  lo  alia- 
sion  to  a  statement  from  an  hon.  aai 
learned  gentleman,  with  respect  to  As 
expense  of  her  royal  highness'a  exi^iog 
establi/shraent,  he  thought.it  woald  ootte 
considered  extravagant,  when  it  was  cpa- 
sidered  that  all  persons  in  attendance  oa 
her  royal  highness  were  paid  out  of  ^t<— 
her  ladies,  her  equerries,  her  masteri  Ck 
the  various  branches  of  education,  4ml 

Sir  Af.  W.  Ridley  recalled  thie  qooitioa 
to  the  attention  of  the  comaiittie&     The 
bill  before  them  granted  60,0002.  a  year 
to  ttie  princess  Charjotte.     The  7,O00L 
Qow  paid  to  her  royal  highoess  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund  would  of  courao  niene 
in  tha^  sum*     But  the  23,0002^  npjf .  paid 
out  of  the  civil  list,  although  not  heooa- 
forward  to  be  given  to  her  royal  hjghppa^ 
would  contioujB  a  charge  on  the  pnUic 
purse.    The  bill>  therefore,  added  2^Q00L 
a  year  to  the  ciyil  list.    Now,  thia  waA  a 
subject  which  ought  to  be  separate! ji  ani 
distinctly  diacussad.    If  the  addiiion  was 
actttolly  necessajyrA  lei  thefiropotttionM 
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brought  before  pdrHamenty  hot  16C  it  not 
be  mifigled  with  the  question  now  before 
Che  committee. 

Mr.LyHeUon  felt  the  utmost  reluctance 
to  obstruct  the  progress  of  the  bill.  The 
grant  of  60,000/.  to  lier  royal  highness 
was  made  Unanimously,  but  it  was  not  in- 
tended indirectly  to  vote  2S,000{.  annually 
to  the  civil  list.  He  was  persuaded  that 
the  nation  was  as  unanimous  in  repro- 
bating the  excesses  of  the  civil  list  as  par- 
liament had  been  in  voting  the  proposed 
establishment  to  her  royal  highness  the 
princess  Charlotte. 

Mr.  Forbes  thought  that  provision 
might  be  made  in  the  bill,  to  prevent  the 
23,000/.  from  remaining  a  part  of  the  civil 
list. 

Mr.  Wynn  regretted  that  a  necessity 
existed  for  any  discussion  calculated  to 
dbturb  the  unanimity  which  it  was  so  de- 
sirable to  manifest  on  the  present  occasion. 
But  in  what  confidence  aid  the  House  of 
Commons  vote  the  address  by  which  they 
granted  60,000/.  a  year  to  her  royal  high- 
.  ness  the  princess  Charlotte  ?  In  the  confi- 
dence ^hat  her  royal  highness  was  to  fill 
the  situation  of  heir  apparent  to  the 
throne.  It  was  only  in  that  confidence 
that  parliament  had  been  justified  to  their 
constituents  in  makins  a  provision  for  her 
royal  highness,  which,  though  not  too 
much  in  that  case,  would  be  too  much  in 
any  other.  .  The  noble  lord  said,  that  this 
would  be  for  the  private  consideration  of 
her  royal  highness.  It  was  a  public  con- 
cern. If  that  House  granted  public 
money,  they  could  grant  it  only  for  public 
purposes.  Those  to  whom  it  was  granted 
ought  to  support  the  state  which  became 
them.  All  who  wished  that  the  diniity 
dnd  honour  of  the  royal  family  should  be 
maintained,  were  interested  in  declaring, 
that  this  60,000/.  ought  not  to  be  spent 
privately,  but  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the 
support  of  that  state  which  it  would  be 
proper  for  her  royal  highness  to  assume, 
if  by  this  bill  23,000/.  was  to  be  deducted 
from  the  charges  of  the  civil  list,  leaving 
that  sum  to  be  applied  to  other  purposes, 
then  it  wag  fittine  that  the  country  snould 
be  told,  ^hat  half  the  proposed  gran£  was 
for  her  royal  highness  the  princess  Char- 
lotte, and  the  other  half  for  his  royal  high- 
tless  the  Prince  Regent.  Adverting  to 
the  statement  made  by  the  noble  lord,  of 
the  expenses  attendant  on  her  royal  high- 
iless's  existing  establishment,  he  observed, 
that  he  had  uways  understood  the  ladies 
b  attendance  on  her  royal  highness  had 


ho  salaries ;  which  must  be  a  mistakci  as 
the  noble  lord  had  characterised  those  sa- 
laries as  forming  a  material  item  of  her 
royal  highness's  Expenditure. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheytter  allowed 
that  the  present  bill  wOUld  relieve  the  civil 
list  to  the  amount  stated.  By  the  act  of 
the  53d  George  3d,  parliament  had,  on  the 
average  of  several  years,  recognised  the 
annucd  deficiency  of  the  civil  list  as 
124,000/.  Therefore  although  the  civil 
list  would  be  relieved  to  the  amount  of 
6000/.,  a  deficiency  would  still  be  left  o^ 
118,000/. 

Mr.  Brougham's  amendment  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division.  The  bill  then 
went  through  the  committee,  and  the  re- 
port wBi  received.  On  the  question  that 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time, 

General  Fergtuson  asked  the  noble 
lord,  whether,  when  the  electorate  of 
Hanover  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  king- 
dom, any  alteration  had  been  made  in  the 
succession  ?  The  House  was  aware  that 
females  were  excluded  from  succeeding 
to  the  electorate. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  replied,  that  no  alter- 
ation had  been  made  on  that  subject* 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Bill  for  thb  Registeriko  ov 
Deeds,  &c.]  Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  oill  **  to  amend- 
the  acts  passed  in  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary, 
and  in  the.  joarUament  of  Ireland,  during 
the  reign  or  oueen  Aurc,  to  protect  cre- 
ditors from  nraudulent  devises."— Leave 
granted. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslovo  then  rose  to  move 
for  leave  to  brine  in  a  bill  **  for  the  public 
registering  of  all  conveyances,  wills,  and 
incumbrances  that  shall  be  made  of,  or 
that  may  afiect  any  honors,  manors,  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  within  the 
several  counties  of  England  and  Wales, 
except  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and 
York."  The  advantage  of  the  system  of 
registry  was  well  known  from  the  in- 
stances of  Yorkshire  and  Middleses^, 
where  it  now  prevailed.  The  first  place 
where  it  was  adopted  was  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire  and  the  two  other  Ridings 
of  that  county,  and  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex had  been  so  convinced  of  the  utility 
of  the  system,  that  they  had  obtained  the 
same  benefit  by  special  acts.  His  object 
now  was  to  extend  the  system  to  the 
whole  kingdom.    The  system  which  he 
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and  render  it  more  easy  to  raise  money  on 
mortgage ;  for  it  was  well  known  that  in 
York  and  Middlesex  money  was  more 
easily  raised  in  this  manner  than  in  other 
counties.  He  concluded  by  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  his  bill. 

.Mr.  Croker  stated  the  registry  law  of 
Ireland  to  have  proved  most  beneficial  to 
that  country.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman,  therefore,  had  not  only  the  expe- 
rience of  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and 
York  in  favour  of  his  proposition,  but  that 
of  the  whole  country  of  Ireland.  Than  such 
a  measure  as  this  he  knew  of  nothing  more 
necessary  in  a  country  so  far  advanced  in 
civilization  as  England.  Nothing  could 
open  a  wider  door  to  fraud  than  the 
secrecy  with  which  it  had  been  common 
to  conclude  transfers  and  mortgages  of 
property  in  our  time.  Formerly  they  were 
more  public,  and  the  form  of  the  docu- 
ment anciently  in  common  use,  which 
began  with  the  words,  **  Know  all  men," 
proved  it  was  not  always  thought  neces- 
sary that  buch  transactions  should  be 
secret.  He  objected  to  the  clause  which 
the  bill  was  to  contain  for  making  wills 
public. 

Mr.  Preston  declared  himself  decidedly 
Lostile  to  the  measure,  and  did  not  con- 
sider the  argument  drawn  from  the  opera- 
tion of  such  a  law  in  Ireland  to  be  appli- 
cable to  the  state  of  this  country.  He 
should  always  object  to  a  system  which 
enabled  extravagant  sons  to  gratify  their 
curiosity  on  the  subject  of  the  property 


country.  The  most  bene£ 
been  experienced  from  the 
Ireland.  He  was  confide 
sure  would  be  not  less  a 
England.  Had  such  a  Ian 
many  fatal  consequences 
curred  would  have  been  pre 
instance  which  had  come  to 
a  gendeman  carrying  the 
title  deeds  with  him  froa 
had  in  his  hurry  lefl  tben 
coach.  The  coachman  drc 
finding  a  parcel  left  behindhi 
the  hope  of  finding  sometbii 
negociable.  Disappointed 
vexed  at  the  parcel  conta 
paper,  he  had  destroyed  il 
A  family  had  thus  been 
would  have  been  saved  froi 
mity,  had  registries  been 
England  as  they  were  in  In 
not  conceive  any  serious 
could  arise  from  the  bill  ooi 
be  brought  in.  No  person  i 
nest  part,  could  with  ressoi 
of  the  arrangements  he  m 
necessary  to  make  with  bis  < 
and  the  arrangement  which 
made,  would  effectually  p 
from  being  plundered  who 
cheated  out  of  their  money. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Onsltm  ob«c 
question  upon  the  registry  o 
a  subordinate  part  or  the  m 
would  be  roost  advantageo 
!  in  the  committee.    It  had  b 
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avocations«  It  gave  him  pleature,  how- 
^ver,  to  reflect  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  would  thus  be  enabled  to  de- 
vote a  greater  portion  of  his  time  to  those 
studies  upon  agriculture  and  the  commu- 
tation of  tithes,  which  he  had  so  often 
detailed  to  an  admiring  and  attentive 
House     [A  laugh]. 

The  biU  was  then  brought  io  and  read  a 
first  time. 

Committee  on  the  Distressed 
State  of  Agriculture.]  Mr.  Western 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  House 
resolving  itself  into  a  committee,  to  take 
into  further  consideration  the  agricultural 
distresses  of  the  country.  On  account  of 
the  thin  attendance  he  did  not  feel  him- 
self disposed  to  urge  that  the  House 
should  go  into  the  committee  that  evening. 
Unless  the  business  of  the  House  would 
permit  them  to  go  into  a  full  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  at  this  time,  the  discus- 
sion would  hardly  be  attended  with  ad- 
vantage to  the  couptry.  Knowing  that 
there  was  a  pressure  of  business  that 
night,  and  that  there  was  not  that  disposi- 
tion in  the  House  which  could  allow  him 
to  expect  they  would  devote  their  full  at- 
tention to  a  subject  of  such  paramount 
importance,  he  should  throw  himself  on 
their  determination  whether  he  ought  to 
proceed  in  moving  the  committee,  or 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  question 
till  after  the  recess.  He  should  have 
hoped  certainly,  that  the  House  wquld 
have  given  the  most  persevering  attention 
to  the  consideration  of  this  subject ;  but 
whether  from  the  pressure  of  business,  or 
from  whatever  other  cause,  the  House  had 
sot  given  that  attention  to  it  which  he 
•could  have  wished. 

Lord  Castlereagh  appealed  to  the  House,, 
if  either  his  colleagues  or  himself  had  ever 
absented  themselves  on  any  occasion 
when  this  question  came  forward.  He 
hoped  the  late  pressure  of  business  might 
account  in  part  for  the  inadequate  atten- 
dance at  present ;  but  he  also  hoped,  that 
ao  much  had  already  been  done  in  the 
spirit  of  the  measures  suggested  by  the 
kon.  gentleman,  that  the  anxiety  of  the 
members  was  on  that  account  considerably 
abated  as  to  the  result.  He  thought  it 
would  be  advisable  to  keep  the  committee 
alive,  in  order  that  after  the  holidays  they 
might  again  give  their  attention  to  the 
question. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  thought  it  desirable 
that  tlie  subject  should *be  postponed,  in 

t  >i 


the  then  state  of  the  House.  After  the 
holidays,  he  hoped  ministers  would  be 
prepared  to  come  forward  with  some  prac* 
ticfu  plan  of  their  own,  for  the  relief  of 
the  aistress  complained  of.  This  they 
ought  to  have  taken  upon  themselves  to 
do  before.  From  the  information  they 
had,  they  might  be  able  to  do  this  better 
than  a  committee.  It  was  most  important 
that  something  should  be  done.  It  was 
important,  not  merely  to  the  indivi- 
duals whose  distress  was  now  the  sub- 
ject of  regret,  but  to  the  whole  landed 
interest. 

Mr.  Brand  concurred  with  the  last 
speaker,  in  the  view  which  he  took  of  the 
importance  of  this  subject.  After  the  re- 
cess, they  would  come  to  it  with  a  know- 
ledge of  the  effect  produced  by  what  had 
already  been  done. 

Sir «/.  Newport  thought,  if  the  general 
question  were  postponed  till  after  the 
recess,  that  it  would  be  well  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  question  on 
wool  and  seeds.  He  was  of  opinion,  this 
would  be  of  great  service  to  enable  them 
to  view  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings. 

Lord  Castlereagh  had  no  objection  to 
the  committee  proposed  being  now  ap- 
pointed, but  he  wished  to  state  the  im« 
pression  on  his  mind  to  be  at  present 
against  imposing  any  protecting  duties  on 
the  importation  of  wool  and  seeds.  Our 
manufacturers  had  heretofore  been  per- 
haps protected  by  duties,  more  than  they 
ought  to  have  been  even  for  their  own 
interest.  This  system  pursued,  would 
have  forced  all  the  capital  into  the  hands 
of  the  manufacturing  interest,  to  the  ruin 
of  the  agricultural  interest.  It  was  proper 
to  take  a  middle  course,  and  to  let  the 
capital  take  its  proper  destination  equally 
between  them.  On  this  principle  he  had 
supported  the  corn  bill.  Having  done 
this,  he  had  thought  it  right  to  give  mode- 
rate encouragement  to  the  manufacturers 
of  cheese  and  butter,  as  it  certainly  could 
not  be  for  the  interest  of  the  country,  that 
by  favouring  the  growth  of  corn  alone,  tlie 
farmer  should  be  tempted  to  break  up 
ground  for  the  culture  of  it,  which  might 
be  better  fitted  to  produce  other  commo- 
dities. Though  disposed  thus  to  give 
every  reasonable  protection  to  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  he  was  not  willing  to  fay 
duties  on  the  importation  of  articles  which 
entered  largely  into  our  manufactures. 
Considerations  thus  might  arise  on  the 
question  respecting  the  importation  of 
wool  and  seedsj  which  might  overpower 
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tiiofte  iaggestM  by  the  cUdinA  set  op  for 
the  a^rietilttiral  raierest.  He  wished  to 
act  fairly  between  the  manafacturing  and 
the  landed  Interests,  and  to  guard  Ugainsr 
dfie  gaining  a  monopoly  over  the  other. 

Mr.  5.  Thornton  approved  of  the  post- 
jNinement,  and  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
ilMttee  up  stairs. 

Mr.  Long  Wdleslejf  congratulated  tfa^ 
House  and  the  cotintry  on  the  sentiments 
which  had  just  fallen  from  the  noble  lord.*^ 
The  agriculturists  wished  merely  to  be  put 
da  a  footing  #ith  the  other  classes  of  the 
community.  He  thought  it  advisable  that 
tlie  question  should  be  postponed  till  afler 
the  recess,  in  order  that  it  should  receive 
the  fnnest  discussion. 

Mr.  Gordon  disapproved  of  the  post- 
ponement of  the  question.  The  House 
was  usually  thin  about  the  present  period 
df  the  evenings  a(nd  he  h^d  no  doubt  that 
ifeahy  members  would  soon  co^m^  down, 
tlho  were  desirous  of  taking  a  patt  in  the 
^Scussron.  He  was  desiroua  of  putting 
tiro  questions  to  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer on  the  subject  of  the  income  tax : 
first,  What  were  the  intentions  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  with  respect  to  the  half 
of  Uie  tax  due  on  the  5th  hstafht,  ancT 
which  was  generally  payable  in  iuly  ?  If 
it  was  the  intention  of  h\i  majesty's  minis- 
ters, had  the  tax  been  carried,  to  grant  a 
considerable  delay,  he  saw  no  reason  for  not 
atill  giving  such  indulgence.  The  second 
question  bad  a  reference  to  the  minute  of 
tne  treasury,  directing  a  deduction  in  cases 
where  rents  had  been  reduced  prior  to 
Lady-day  1815.  Many  persons  had  re- 
duced the  rents  for  the  period  from  Lady- 
day  1815  long  after  that  term ;  many  per- 
sons had  reduced  them  only  for  the  period 
from  Michaelmas  1815  to  Lady-day  1816 ; 
and  many  persons  still  intended  to  make 
similar  reductions.  Was  no  reduction 
but  what  had  been  made  previous  to  Lady- 
day  1815,  to  be  entitled  to  any  deduc- 
tions ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  should  merely  give  a  general  answer, 
as  these  subjects  would  soon  be  brought 
by  him  before  the  House.  It  was  his  in- 
tention to  propose  some  additional  indul- 
gence with  respect  to  the  payment  of  the 
last  half  year  of  the  property  tax.  Where 
rents  had  been  reduced  for  ortly  a  part  of 
the  period  from  Lady-day  1815  to  Lady- 
day  1816,  he  certainly  had  not  at  present 
any  intention  of  proposing  any  abatement 
of  the  tax :  the  making  allowance  in  cases 
of-posterior  reductions^  would  be  attended 
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wMi  considerable  difficutty,  and  he  there- 
fore did  not  wish  to  throw  out  toy  hopes 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Preston  rose,  and  was  proc(?edtng 
to  address  the  House,  when  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson  spoke  to  order,  there  b6ing  no 
question  before  it.  Mr.  Western  raitfad 
a  question,  by  moving  that  the  Speaker 
do  leave  the  chur. 

*  Mr.  Brougham  expressed  his  disappoint- 
ment at  the  inclination  for  postponement 
Which  Seemed  to  be  manifested.  He  had 
aU  along  understood  that  the  Hbuse  wai 
to  proceed  #ith  as  little  delay  as  potsihie 
in  the  discussion  of  a  subject  the  most  hn- 
portant  that  could  occupy  hd  attentkm. 
He  himself  had  come  down  that  night 
with  the  intebtion  of  delivering  his  senti- 
ments upon  it — which  no  doubt  was  the 
intention  of  other  gentlemen  also ;  and  he 
had  last  night  postponed  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  expresriy 
from  the  consideration  that  this  subject, 
of  all  others  the  most  interesting  to  the 
couKitry,  demanded  the  preference.  He 
trusted  that  the  speciid  inquiriea  which  it 
had  been*  proposed  to  make  into  the  qoes- 
tions  of  wool  and  seeds.  Would  not  nave 
the  efiect  of  ctitthig  down  the  general 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  nation  m 
regard  to  its  agricultural  concerns. 

Sir  J.  Newport  protested,  that  he  hid 
no  intention  to  lessen  the  importance  of 
the  general  inquiry  by  suggesting  thft 
idea  of  special  committees  on  the  topM 
of  wool  and  seeds.  His  reason  for  that 
suggestion  was  merely  this,  that,  con- 
nected as  these  topics  were  with  the  great 
staple  manufacture  of  the  country,  it  watf 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  House  should 
obtain  from  the  manufacturers  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  wool  growers  on  the  other, 
that  information  which  could  alone  enable 
them  to  legislate  beneficially. 

Mr.  Brand  coincided  with  his  right  boo. 
friend,  that  the  questions  with  regard  to 
wool  and  seeds  roust  necessarily  be  r6« 
ferred  to  committees  up  stairs.  He 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  postpone 
proceeding  in  the  general  discussion  A 
afler  the  holydays,  though  he  was  far  fronk 
wishing  that  the  House  should  wait  until 
these  committees  gave  in  their  reporta. 

Lord  Castlereagh  thought  that  he  had 
only  coincided  with  what  appeared  to  be 
the  general  sense  of  the  House  that  aome 
delay  should  take  place ;  but  if  any  cir^ 
cumstances  should  induce  the  hon«  member 
(Mr.  Western)  to  alter  his  wisb^  he^  for 
onoi  should  not  oppose  iu 
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Mr.  Cum^n  tboogbb  that  if  tb^  only 
question  w^i  a$  to  wool  aod  Kodf »  there 
was  DO  doub(  that  these  would  be  best  re- 
ferred to  committees*  But  it  was  not  one 
branch  only,  but  the  general  distress  of 
the  agrichltural  ii^terest»  which  was  the 
subject  before  them;  and  upon  this  the 
Y^hole  country  ijrere  loolaog  with  anxiety 
to  the  view4  df  that  House  and  of  minis- 
ters. His  objection  to  delay  was  the  dis- 
appointment which  it  would  generallv 
create.  If  the  busioess  went  over  till 
after  Easter,  thegCReral  feeling  among 
the  farmers  would  be,  tha(  they  had  to 
look  to  nothing  further  from  the  legisla- 
ture*  Undoubtedly,  since  the  last  occa- 
sion when  he  delirered  his  opinion  to  the 
House  on  this  subjeqt,  the  price  of  wheat, 
aQd  of  most  other  grain,  had  risen  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  This  was  to  him  a 
cheering  consideration;  but  he  much 
feared  that  the  manufacturers  would  be 
more  likely  to  suffer  now  than  the  agri-r 
culturist^  Ministers,  in  order  to  entitle 
themselves  to  the  confidence  of  the  counr 
^ry,  must  extend  their  retrenchments 
much  further  than  they  had  done.  It  was 
not  the  retrenchment  of  small  sums,  h)it 
of  millions,  that  could  alone  save  the 
country.  He  should  regret  extremely  if 
the  Houii^  did  not  now  go  into  the  com-: 
mittee,  because  it  would  operate  as  a  disr 
appointment  to  the  public 

Mr.  Holme  Sum/ter  coincided  very, 
much  with  the  hon.  member  who  spolkie 
last.  He  should  regret  if  an  impiressioa 
went  abroad,  that  the  Hou3e  was  not  siif- 
ficiently  alive  to  the  distresses  of  the 
country.  The  hon.  member  l^d  men- 
tioneid  another  circumstance  which  i^ 
said  cheered  him-*namely,  the  rise  in  the 
prices  of  grain.  This,  however,  might  not 
prove  a  subject  of  congratulation,  if  it 
should  turn  out  to  be  the  fact,  that  every 
species  of  produce  bad  been  forced  by  the 
distress  of  the  farmer  too  early  into  the 
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it  tp  be  commenced  early  in  th^  session, 
and  had  given  notice  of  his  motion  in  the 
fery  first  week  after  it  c^ned.  Various 
circumstances  had  caused  the  investiga^ 
tion  called  for  to  be  put  off  from  Mme  to 
timet  till  at  length  the  holidays  were  sq 
near  at  hancj)  that  he  had  thpugnt  it  m,igh| 
be  most  agreeable  to  tlie  l^ouse  that  i| 
should  be  postponed  till  ^1^  \bfi  facets. 
He  should  be  gia4  |o  go  int(]^  ^e  <mi- 
mittee  if  the  £(oMse  were  ^  disposef|»  m 
he  wished  the  most  prompt  ineasm^  tQ 
be  adopted  for  the  relief  of  ^h^a^il^dr 
tural  part  of  the  co|nmunity,  and  those  to 
so  to  the  full  extent  of  the  p^j^wer  pf  the 
legislsture. 

Sir  Egerton  Brv^ges  ipov^d,  that  the 
adjourned  debate  shoul4  be  now  resum^« 
He  considered  the  queitiofi  of  tho  mos| 
vital  io^pprtance,  and  ifa^  *  therefore 
anxious  tnat  it  should  |iot  he  ptistpofied. 

The  question  that  U>e  Spefij^  ^ipuld 
leave  the  chair  was  thien  put  aad  Cj^npip4f 
and  the  ^ouse  resolved  its^  ipto  tbti 
committee.  The  first  resoli^tion  having 
been  read. 

Mr.  Brougham  rose  aiicl  ^i4f^*^M^ 
Brogden;  I  feel  very  seiwUj  ^e  d^ 
advantages  under  which  I  ri|€|  to  ifkntef 
upon  tnp  discussion  o^  thia  momei^ 
to^/B  subject ;  not  only  because  t  ^m  in  al| 
respects  so  ill  qualiiSed  to  handle  it  sue? 
cessfully,  but  becl^lse  a  pretty,  general  in^, 
disposition  has  bi^p'  estpressed  by  ibfk 
House,  to  proc^ediiAg  in»  ^he  inquiry  t>bM 
^ht.  Neverthele^,  ^  I  inraa  on^  o^ 
those  who  obj^ted  ^  delay,  an4  &s  X 
stated  my  readiv^ess  to  go  on  with  thiB  6^ 
^a^,  I  am  4eMroua  nf  de^vering  ^ly  sem 
tim^nts,  suci^  ^s  they  are,  upon  the  p^^ 
^ept  occasion,  th^  I  paay  lay  bisfore  th# 
conmiMee  tl^e  ideas  (whatever  they  ma^ 
1^  worth),  which  I  have  gathered  fijpp  a^ 
honest  and  patient  atteotion  to  thesubjed 
matter  of  par  investiggjtion. 

There  is  pn^  brapph  of  thp  tfgipmA 


market,  and  thus  extreme  cheapness  had  !  which  I  ^hall  pass  oyer  al^oged^r,  4  nipi^i 
produced  untimely  waste.  He  doubted  i  the  amoufU  of  the  distreos^.  whiph  a^e 
whether  any  gentleroan  had  made  up.  hia  !  now  u^ivprsaUy  admitted  to,  prevaM  ovei 
mind  as  to  the  mode  in  which,  the  legis-  |  almost  ev/^cv  part  of  the  enwire.  UppPk 
letuce  should  interfiere;  but  this  was  only  !  this  topip  all  men  ai;e  agi^e^ ;  the  a^a^. 


an  addijuonal  reason  for  continuing  the 
discussion. 

Mr.  Western  m&^  he  was  not  anxioua 
that  the  committee  should  be  postponed 
if  the  House  were  disposed  to  enter  into, 
it.  He  was  anxious  it  should  be  remark- 
ed, that  the  delay  which  had  occurred  i^  K  ^  From  the  ocisaDal  edition  printed  for 
prosecuting  this  inquiry,  could  not  be. ;  Longman,  Hiuxst,Biees,Onne  and  Brown, 
justly  imputed  to  faim.    He  bad  wished  j  Patemostes-imr. 


Omenta  connected  wjth  it  are.  as  unaqes- 
tionabje  aathi^y  are. afflicting;  each  d^jr^* 
exMrieoce  sinpe  my  boo.  firiepd^s  mpj^ioi^ 
( Mr.  Wesllerp,)  has  added  U>,  tbpic  om-. 
ber  and  increased  their  fi^r^^;  and  thia 
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petition  from  Cambridgeshire  presented 
at  an  early  part  of  this  evening  has  laid 
before  you  a  fact,  to  which  all  the  former 
expositions  of  distress  afforded  no  parallel, 
that  m  one  parish,  every  proprietor  and 
tenant  being  ruined  with  a  single  excep- 
tion, the  whole  poor  rates  of  the  parish 
thus  wholly  inhabited  by  paupers,  are  now 
paid  by  an  individiml,  whose  fortune  once 
ample,  is  thus  swept  entirely  away.  Of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  evil,  then,  it 
li  quite  superfluous  to  speak ;  I  purpose 
with  your  permission,  to  apply  myself  to 
the  examination  of  its  causes,  and  to  such 
a  view  of  the  remedies  or  palliatives  pro- 
posed, as  may  naturally  be  suggested  by 
a  consideration  of  those  causes.  Without 
entering  somewhat  at  large  into  the  origin 
of  our  present  difficulties,  I  am  afraid  we 
shall  be  apt  to  go  astray  in  our  search 
after  the  means  of  relief. 

A  circumstance  'which  must  strike  every 
observer  who  turns  his  attention  toward 
this  state  of  the  country,  is  the  compara- 
tive state  of  prices  before  and  since  the 
late  war.  In  1792  the  average  price  of 
wheat  was  47«.  the  quarter ;  now  its  price 
is  S7s,f  almost  20  per  cent,  higher ;  and 
yet  no  complaint  was  ever  heard  of  low 
prices  before  the  war,  nor  were  any  of 
those  signs  of  distress  to  be  perceived 
which  in  these  times  clahn  our  pity  in 
evety  part  of  the  empire.  This  conside- 
ration is  of  itself  sufficient  to  show  that 
over-trading — that  excess  of  cultivation  is 
not  the  only  cause  of  the  evil  we  complain 
of;  and  may  warn  us  against  the  error  of 
imputing  it  to  the  operation  of  any  one 
cause  alone ;  for  I  am  certainly  disposed 
to  rank  the  great  extension  of  cultivation 
among  the  principal  causes,  or  at  least  to 
regard  it  as  lying  near  the  foundation  of 
the  mischief.  In  attempting  to  unravel 
the  difficulties  of  this  question,  I  trust  the 
committee  will  believe  me,  when  I  say 
that  I  approach  it  as  I  should  the  solution 
of  a  problem  in  the  mathematics,  without 
the  smallest  taint  of  party  feeling,  and 
with  no  other  view  whatsoever  than  a  de- 
tire  to  discover  the  troth,  upon  a  question 
of  great  and  universal  concernment. 

The  first  circumstance  to  which  I  would 
solicit  the  attention  of  the  committee,  as 
lying  at  the  root  of  the  matter,  is  the  pro- 
gress of  agriculture  during  the  long  period 
of  the  last  war— -I  mean  from  the  year 
1792  downwards.  The  commencement  of 
hostilities  in  1793  produced  the  stagnation 
of  trade  and  manufactures  which  usually 
accompanits  a  transition  from  peace  to 
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war ;  but  these  difficulties  were  of  iincom« 
monly  short  duration,  and  the  brilliant 
success  of  our  arms  at  sea,  the  capture  of 
some  of  the  enemy's  colonies,  the  revolt 
of  others  and  the  crippled  state^  of  his 
mercantile  resources  at  home  from  in- 
ternal confusion,  speedUy  diminished  his 
commerce   in  an   extraordinary  degree, 
augmenting  our  own  in  nearly  the  same 
proportion.     As  his  conquests  or  influence 
extended  over  other  nations  poaaeased  «f 
trade  or  colonial  establishments,  these  b 
their  turn  became  exposed  to  our  nrari- 
time  hostilitv,  and  lost  their  commeroe 
and  their  plantations;  so  that  in  a  very 
short  time  this  country  obtained  a  mer- 
cantile and  colonial  monopoly  altogether 
unprecedented  even  in  the  most  success- 
ful of  her  former  wars.    The  consequence 
was,  a  sudden  extension  of  our  manu/ao- 
turing  industry  and  wealth;  and  a  pro- 
portionate improvement  in   our  agricul- 
ture.    But  although  this  effect  began  to 
be  perceivable  soon  after  the  first  sue-* 
cesses  of  the  war,  it  was  not  fully  pro- 
duced until  a  few  years  had  elapsed,  and 
a  number  of  circumstances,  in  some  mea-' 
sure  accidental,   happened    to    cotocide 
with  those  which  might  more  reasonably 
have  been  expected  to  occur  during  the 
course  of  the  war,  in  promoting,  I  might 
almost  say  in  forcing,  the  cultivation  of 
the  country.    I  should  be  disposed  to  take 
the  ten  years  from  1797  to  1806,  as  the 
period  when  all  those  circumstances,  of 
what  nature  soever,  concurred  to  produce 
the  same  effect.    It  will  be  worth  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  observe  how 
singularly  this  period  is  filled  with  events, 
all  tending  one  way,  all  bearing  upon  the 
extension  of  agriculture. 

The  French  commerce  and  colonies 
had  been  previously  destroyed;  and  in 
1797,  1798,  and  1799,  those  of  Spain  and 
Holland  shared  the  same  fate.  About 
this  time  our  monopoly  might  be  said  to 
have  reached  its  height.  But  several  ac- 
cidental events  now  concurred  with  those 
results  of  the  war,  and  influenced  the  pro- 
gress of  cultivation  in  a  visible  manner. 
The  scarcity  of  wheat  in  1796,  and  all 
sorts  of  grain  in  1799  and  1800,  raised 
the  prices  so  much  as  to  force  a  vast  pc^- 
tion  of  land  into  cultivation.  In  1797 
and  still  more  after  1800,  lands  were 
broken  up  which  had  never  before  known 
the  plough,  and  many  wastes  were  taken 
in,  the  tillage  of  which  prudence  would 
perhaps  nevei^  have  authorized.  Some* 
what  of  the  same  effi^ot  was  thus  pro^ 
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duced  which  arose  from  the  destruction 
of  the  principal  French  West  Indian  co- 
lonies early  in  the  late  war.  The  sudden 
diminution  in  the  supply  of  sugar  raised 
its  price  beyond  all  example,  and  occa- 
sioned a  vast  extent  of  new  land  to  be 
cleared  and  planted,  promoting  at  the 
same  time  the  culture  of  the  old  planta- 
tions. The  African  slave  trade,  and  the 
conquest  of  the  Dutch,  French,  and  Spa- 
nish settlements,  with  the  consequent  in- 
flux of  British  capital,  facilitated  the  pro- 
gress of  West  Inaian  agriculture,  until  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  the  blank  created 
by  the  commotions  at  St.  Domingo  and 
Guadaloupe  was  much  more  than  sup- 
plied ;  sugars  fell  as  far  below  their  ordi- 
nary price  as  they  had  lately  risen  above 
it ;  all  West  Indian  proprietors  were  dis- 
tressed, and  many  utterly  rumed  ;  the  co- 
lonies generally  speaking  were  in  a  state 
nearly  resembhng  the  most  suffering  dis- 
tricts of  the  mother  country  at  the  pre- 
sent time ;  and  relief  was  only  afforded  by 
the  abandonment  of  many  estates,  chiefly 
such  as  were  loaded  with  debts  and  con- 
sisted of  inferior  lands,  the  supply  being 
thus  restored  to  a  level  with  the  demand. 
1  do  not  mention  the  cases  as  in  all  re- 
spects parallel,  but  they  agree  in  many 
of  their  principal  circum.stances. 

Together  with  the  scarcities  of  1796 
and  1800,  the  financial  and  military  ope- 
rations of  the  war,  concurred  ta  raise  the 
prices  of  agricultural  produce.  Those 
operations  did  not  certainly  create  capital, 
or  multiply  the  number  of  mouths  for  con- 
suming food;  but  they  collected  capital 
in  masses  to  be  expended  less  economi- 
cally in  feeding  a  number  of  persons  more 
carelessly  than  the  same  individuals  would 
have  been  supported  by  part  of  the  same 
capital,  had  it  been  lefl  in  the  hands  of 
private  persons.  1  desire  to  be  under* 
stood  as  casting  no  reflection  upon  the 
administration  of  the  revenue  appropriated 
to  the  demands  of  the  war,  because  it  is 
quite  unnecessary  at  present  to  express 
my  opinion  upon  this  point.  Every  one 
must  admit  that  a  given  sum  in  the  nands 
of  government,  even  of  the  most  econo- 
mical ministers,  especially  if  allotted  to 
meeting  the  various  pressing  exigencies 
of  warfare,  must  be  expended  with  much 
less  care  and  parsimony  than  the  same 
suras  appropriated  to  the  uses  of  private 
families  under  all  the  checks  imposed  by 
individual  prudence.  The  tendency  of 
such  a  national  expenditure  unquestion- 
ably is,  to  raise  prices  above  their  natural 
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level  for  a  time  at  least,  and  thus  to  force 
cultivation  forward,  although  in  a  long 
course  of  years  the  same  capital  in  the 
hands  of  the  community  would  have  been 
much  more  augmented,  and  would  gra« 
dually  and  healthfully  have  increased  the 
production  of  the  coontry  in  a  greater, 
but  not  in  a  disproportionate  degree.  It 
is  not,  however,  for  its  effect  in  stimu- 
lating agriculture  than  any  man  will  be 
disposed  to  quarrel  with  the  war  and  its 
expenditure.  Had  it  n(»  other  bins  to  an^ 
swer  for,  this  might  well  be  forgiven. 

While  the  circumstances  which  I  hove 
mentioned  were  disposing  men  to  extend 
the  cultivation  of  the  kingdom,  an  event 
occurred,  which  in  its  consequences  mights 
ily  facilitated  this  operation.  1  allude  to 
the  stoppage  of  the  bank  of  England,  in 
the  early  part  of  1797*  The  alarm  in 
which  that  extraordinary  measure  origi- 
nated, very  speedily  subsided;  and  with 
the  restoration  of  confidence,  came  a  dis- 
position to  accommodate,  on  the  part  of 
bankers  and  other  dealers  in  money  and 
credit,  wholly  unexampled.  The  bank  of 
England  soon  increased  its  issues;  and 
the  numbers  of  country  bunks  were  every 
where  augmented.  In  districts  where  no 
such  establishment  had  ever  before  been 
known,  they  were  to  be  found  actively^  en- 
gaged in  discounting  and  lending — and  in 
issuing  their  own  notes.  In  places  too 
small  to  support  a  bank,  there  were  agents 
appointed  by  banks  fixed  at  some  distance ; 
or  a  shopkeeper  or  tradesman,  added  to  his 
usual  and  regular  calling,  the  new  em- 
ployment of  cashing  bills  and  passing 
notes.  It  is  true  that  the  check  which  had 
now  been  removed  from  the  great  bank  in 
London,  still  operated  to  a  certain  extent 
upon  the  minor  dealers  in  credit,  thus 
scattered  over  the  country;  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  if  required  in  bank  of  Eng- 
land paper,  although  the  issuers  of  that 
paper  were  not  compelled  to  pay  in  specie. 
But  this  was  rather  a  nominal  than  a  real 
restraint,  for  if  the  holders  of  country 
bank  paper  could  not  obtain  gold  in  ex- 
change, they  preferred  coarse  notes  with 
the  names  of  Mr.  or  sir  John  sach-a-one» 
whom  they  knew,  to  notes  somewhat  bet- 
ter engraved,  but  worth  just  as  little,  and 
with  the  names  of  a  governor  and  company 
and  a  Mr.  Newland,  whom  they  knew  no- 
thing about — so  that  the  country  banks 
enjoyed  the  same  facility,  with  the  bank 
in  London,  of  increasing  their  issues ;  and 
they  used  it  with  much  less  reserve. 
Hence  the  unlimited  accommodation  which 

(4  A) 


.»  .; 


J. 


■■( 


..ii: 


■  I 


t 


nay  it  might  have  been  rather  bcne6cial 
than  hurtful,  at  least  in  this  point  of  view, 
liad  the  accommodation  wliich  it  afforded 
been  withdrawn  more  gradually,  and  at  all 
events,  not  at  the  particular  moment,  when 
perhaps  the  state  of  things  required  it  to 
De  still  further  extended. 

Another  circumstance  to  which  I  shall 
advert,  also  occurred  within  the  period 
in  question,  between  1797  and  IbOS,  I 
mean  the  great  extension  of  our  colonial 
possessions.  The  value  of  those  establish^^ 
ments  is,  I  believe,  somewhat  under- rated 
in  this  country;  not  that  we  are  slow 
to  parade  their  importance  in  several  par- 
ticulars— on  the  contrary,  we  are  prone  to 
magnify  them  in  our  accounts  of^  exports 
and  imports,  and  of  the  quantity  of  ton- 
nage, and  number  of  seamen  employed  in 
our  trade ;  but  we  seldom,  if  ever,  reflect 
on  the  vast  efiects  produced  by  them  upon 
the  agriculture  of  the  mother  country. 
In  promoting  this,  their  wealth  operates 
both  through  the  channels  of  commerce, 
,  and  of  remittances,  almost  as  directly  as 
the  riches  of  one  district  of  this  island  ex« 
pand  themselves  over  and  fertilize  another 
le^s  wealthy  territory  in  its  neighbourhood. 
The  conquest  and  rapid  cultivation  of  the 
Dutch  colonies,  to  taJce  the  most  remark- 
able instance,  may  be  traced  in  its  effects 
upon  many  a  once  barren  tract  of  land  in 
the  northern  parts  of  Great  Britain,  where 
by  the  names  of  the  farms  and  of  their 
occupiers  you  may  be  reminded  of  those 
lucrative  speculations  in  Surinam,  Derae- 


him  with  a  medium  throug 
view  it.  When  the  measi 
my,  which  began  with  the 
Ian  decrees,  hud,  through  I 
of  our  own  orders  in  con 
in  crippling  the  trade  of 
great  towns,  the  distresses 
and  manufacturer  affected 
farmer  in  his  neighbourlMK 
the  cattle  and  com  market 
tance,  %o  that  fat  beasts  wi 
low  prices,  100  and  even 
the  manufacturing  distrid 
and  the  West  Riding  d 
consequence  of  the  distn 
over  those  parts  of  the  go 
manner,  it  is  evident  that  tl 
of  the  war,  which  sudden! 
wealth  of  the  great  towns 
pidly  to  augment  the  cult 
the  remote  provinces. 

Now,  Sir,  having  ascert 
ence  of  so  many  and  such  | 
uniting  their  forces  in  one 
ing  the  period  I  have  men 
tending  manifestly  to  prom 
ture  of  the  country,  boo 
tempting  men  to  embark 
cerns,  others  by  furnishinj 
means  of  speculation,  eve 
take  into  the  account  sue! 
OS  the  general  progress  of 
depreciation  in  the  value  o 
medium,  and  the  conseqi 
money  price  of  produce,  i 
far  from  under-ratine*  bu 
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I  have'  enumeratedi  and  find  that  most  of 
them  are  of  sudden  occurrencey  and  that 
their  combination  in  the  short  space  of 
about  ten  years  was  accidental;  when^ 
moreoTer,  I  perceive  that  the  most  mate- 
rial  of  them  were  of  a  temporary  duration, 
and  could  not  remain  long  to  support  the 
grefit  cultivation  which  they  had  occa- 
sioned, I  am  disposed  to  think  that  I  have 
got  hold  of  a  principle  upon  which  some- 
thing like  an  overtrading  in  agriculture, 
and^a  consequent  redundance  of  produce, 
may  be  inferred  to  have  happened,  how 
difficult  soever  it  may  be  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  this  excess  by  any  strict  calcu- 
lation. In  truth  I  am  little  inclined  to  re- 
sort to  estimates  upon  the  present  ques- 
tion ;  where  circumstances  are  clearly 
proved  to  have  existed,  the  natural  opera- 
tion of  which  plainly  was  such  as  I  have 
described,  it  is  unnecessary  to  seek  among 
statistical  returns  for  evidence  of  effects 
which  we  know  must  have  been  produced. 
I  have  heard  of  conjectures  as*  to  the  num- 
ber of  acres  inclosed,  during  the  ten  years 
I  am  referring  to,  in  which  there  may 
have  been  1200  inclosure  bills  passed. 
Some  of  my  hon.  friends  near  me,  1  know, 
have  estimated  this  amount  at  two  millions, 
which  I  mention  not  so  much  from  any 
reliance  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  state- 
ment, as  out  of  respect  for  then^  and  be- 
cause this  admission  is  at  variance  with 
their  own  doctrine  that  there  has  been  no 
excessive  cultivation.  But  it  is  evident 
that  such  an  estimate,  even  if  correct  to 
an  acre,  would  bjkno  means  show  the  in- 
crease of  production,  for  a  good  deal  of 
the  land  enclosed  by  act  of  parliament  was 
formerly  cultivated  in  common  field ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  improvements  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  old  enclosures  have 
probably  done  more  to  augment  the  whde 
agricultural  produce,  than  all  the  new 
lands  that  have  been  taken  in.  If,  how- 
ever, we  take  the  total  amount,  every 
thing  included,  to  be  equal  to  the  produce 
of  two  millions  of  acres  added  to  the  for- 
mer produce,  and  if  it  be  true  that  the 
population  has  only  increased  two  millions 
during  the  same  period,  there  will  appear 
to  have  been  an  increase  of  nearly  six 
millions  of  quarters  in  the  supply,  and 
only  an  increase  in  the  permanent  demand, 
in  the  proportion  of  two  millions.  But,  as 
I  have  already  said»  Uiese  estimates  are 
not  to  be  trusted  either  way,  and  I  had 
much  rather  rest  upon  the  broad  principle 
furnished  by  a  reference  to  the  known 
events  in  the  hblory  of  the  late  war,  down 


to  the  year  1808.  The  improvements  in 
most  parts  of  the  country  have  been  going 
on  so  visibly,  that  the  most  careless  ob- 
server must  have  been  struck  by  them. 
Not  only  wastes  have  disappeared  for 
miles  and  miles,  giving  place  to  houses, 
fences,  and  crops;  not  only  have  even  the 
most  inconsiderable  commons,  the  very^ 
village  greens,  and  the  little  stripes  of 
sward  by  the  way-side,  been  in  many 
places  subjected  to  division  and  exclusive 
ownership,  and  cut  up  into  corn-fields  in 
the  rage  for  farming ;  not  only  have  stab- 
born  soils  been  forced  to  bear  crops  by 
mere  weight  of  metal,  by  sinking  money 
in  the  earth,  as  it  has  been  called, — but 
the  land  that  formerly  grew  something  has 
been  fatigued  with  labour,  and  loaded  with 
capital,  until  it  yielded  much  more;  the 
work  both  of  men  and  cattle  has  been 
economized,  new  skill  has  been  applied, 
and  a  more  dexterous  combination  of  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  husbandry  been  practised, 
until,  without  at  all  comprehending  the 
waste  lands  wholly  added  to  the  produc- 
tive territory  of  the  island,  it  may  be  safely 
•aid,  not  perhaps  that  two  blades  of  grass 
now  grow  where  one  only  grew  before, 
but  I  am  sure,  that  five  grow  where  four 
used  to  be ;  and  that  this  kingdom  which 
foreigners  were  wont  to  taunt  as  a  mere 
manufacturing  and  trading  country,  inha- 
bited by  a  shopkeeping  nation,  is  in  real!* 
ty,  for  its  size,  by  far  the  greatest  agricul- 
tural state  in  the  world. 

Previous  to  the  year  1810  or  1811,  no 
great  efiect  appears  to  have  been  felt  in 
the  com  marxet  from  all  this  system  of 
improvement.  The  measures  taken  to 
increase  our  produce  had  not  begun 
fully  to  operate,  and  the  new  inclosures 
had  not  yielded  their  due  returns.  The 
crop  of  1810  was  not  a  very  good  one, 
and  that  of  1811  was  extremely  bad. 
But  about  1812,  when  the  new  culUva- 
tion  and  the  improvements  in  farms 
generally,  may  be  supposed  to  have  pro- 
duced their  full  efiect,  there  began  a  series 
of  events,  some  of  them  accidental  and 
beyond  human  foresight  to  anticipate, 
others  less  strange  perhaps  in  themselves, 
but  in  their  union  scarcely  more  to  be  ex- 
pected, all  operatmg  in  the  same  direction, 
and  that  direction  the  very  opposite,  as 
far  as  regards  agriculture,  to  the  line  in 
which  the  no  less^unparidleled  combina- 
tion of  circumstances  already  mentioned, 
had  been  operating  in  the  preceding, 
years.  The  liarvest  of  1812  was  n  very 
abundant  one;  that  of  18 L 3,  1  belie vc; 


I 
I 


.1 


.1 

1 

I 


<■       II.. 

I 

'     I 


as  a  cause  of  the  depression  in  prices,  be- 
cause those  prices  had  begun  to  fall  during 
the  wur ;  and  he  observed  in  confirmation 
of  hi^  position,  that  after  former  treaties 
of  pcaci\  ngricultural  produce  had  risen. 
The  facts  upon  which  he  relied  when 
taken  altDuether,  far  from  supporting  his 
doctrine,  fiirninh  me  with  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  it.  Afler  the  peace  of  Paris,  it 
is  true,  wheat  rose  from  36  to  41  siiilliogs 
the  quarter,  in  1763,  and  to  4-2.^.  6d,  on 
an  average  of  five  years,  ending  1767.  So 
after  the  peace  of  Vcn»aillc9,  it  rose  5s. 
the  qii.irter.  But  the  statements  upon 
which  my  hon.  friend  relied,  as  deci&ive 
in  his  farour,  were  taken  from  the  period 
4juestion,  viz.  the  year  1813.  In  January 
of  that  yt*ar,  tlic  market  price  of  wheat 
was  12<)tf.,  and  in  November  it  had  fallen 
to  T5s,  The  victualling  contracts  of 
Portsmouth,  were  made  in  January  at 
1235.  !()(/.  ;  in  November  at  67s,  \0d. 
Those  of  Plymoutli,  in  February  at  121*. 
9t/.,  in  September  at  86.^.  Those  of  Dept- 
ford,  in  February  for  flour  per  sack — at 
1005.  3d.f  in  November  at  65s,  Now  I 
beg  the  committee's  attention  to  these 
facts,  because  when  coupled  with  the 
well. known  events  of  the  year  1813,  they 
clearly  refute  my  hon.  friend's  argument, 
pretended  to  be  built  upon  them.  In 
January  and  February  wheat  and  flour 
were  high  ;  in  September  they  had  fallen 
very  considerably,  owing  partly  no  doubt, 
to    the    very    abundant   harvest    reaped 


—but  nothing  more.  J 
siderably  more  probal 
September,  than  it  had 
but  it  was  not  certain, 
in  our  prospects,  how 
with  the  harvest,  and  pi 
from  .1 22s,  to  86x.  Soo 
came  the  decisive  bi 
peace  was  now  certain, 
maincd  to  be  settled  w; 
wliich  it  should  be  mad 
of  security  which  fihiiu 
the  struggle  which  folio 
to  "decide  nothing  more, 
the  interval  between  S< 
vember  prices  had  fallt; 
in  round  numbers.  *  Co 
longer  expect  the  same 
likelihood  this  was  tl 
(lovernment  was  not  ) 
when  its  difficulties  wei 
end  ;  and  the  market  f 
only  of  an  extraordinar 
approaching  times  of  p 
mands  of  government 
drawn,  and  the  supplie 
poured  in.  No  man  wl 
facts  and  dates  can  entc 
doubt  that  the  fall  of  ] 
degree  connected  witli 
termination  of  the  war. 
In  truthy  Sir,  it  is  ii 
look  the  tendency  of  su 
peace  brought  about  in 
kets  of  agricultural  pn 
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sioBs,.  and  eren.  forage,  to  the  peniiuula, 
had  an  influence  in  lowering  the  prices  of 
those  articles  at  home  ?  When  orders  are 
no  long(!r  given  for  clothing  in  Yorkshire, 
and  arms  in  Warwickshire,  does  the 
change  which  throws  so  many  manufactu* 
rers  out  of  employment  produce  no  dimi- 
nution in  the  demand  for  food,  and  no  in- 
crease in  the  levy  of  parish  rates  ?  Look 
at  the  effects  of  the  government  retiring 
from  the  Irish  provision  market,  now  that 
three-fourths  or  the  navy  are  dismantled* 
Beside  the  accounts  from  the  sister  king- 
dom, every  gentleman  connected  with  the 
north  and  west  of  England  knows,  that 
last  summer  and  autumn  the  droves  of 
Irish  cattle  poured  through  Liverpool, 
Bristol,  and  the  Welch  ports,  covered  the 
roads  for  miles;  and  that  the  price  of 
butchers  meat,  and  the  rents  of  gracing 
farms,  which  had  till  then  kept  up,  not- 
withstanding the  fall  of  grain  and  of  corn 
lands,  began  to  be  sensibly  affected.  1 
state  these  circumstances  ivith  the  more 
satisfaction  because  they  are  jn  their  na- 
ture temporary,  and  we  are  led  to  a  some- 
what more  comfortable  prospect  by  the 
consideration,  that  whatever  part  of  the 
present  distresses  is  ascribable  to  the 
change  from  war  to  peace,  may  reason- 
ably ^e  expected  to  diminish  every  day, 
at  least  as  soon  as  the  results  of  the  peace 
shall  enable  the  general  trade  of  the  coun- 
try to  resume  its  natural  and  accustomed 
channels;  and  shall  supply  the  blank  oc- 
casioned directly  and  circuitously  in  the 
demands  for  produce,  by  the  diminished 
expenditure  of  government. 

The  next  circumstance  to  which  I  shall 
advert  as  materially  operating  against  agri- 
culture, is  the  distress  in  the  commercial 
world  during  the  latter  years  of  the  war. 
It  is  very  certain  that  the  effects  of  the 
fatal  ^ear  1810,  continue  to  be  felt  at  this 
day  in  the  mercantile  world.  The  foun- 
dations were  then  laid  of  many  failures, 
-which  have  only  been  delayed  by  the 
natural  efforts  of  unfortunate  men  to  ward 
off  a  blow  thev  could  not  escape ; .  efforts 
which  it  is  impossible  very  harshly  to 
blame,  although  undoubt^ly  the  delay  of 
the  crash  has  in  most  instances  only  ren- 
dered it  more  pernicious  to  creditors,  and 
extended  its  efect  more  widely,  occasion- 
ing, perhaps,  several  &ilure8  instead  of 
4>ne.  The  difficulties  of  1812  are  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  the  committee,  and  are 
still  working  their  effects  in  many  parts  of 
the  country,  although  the  repeal  <^  the 
jxieiM  IB  council  by  enabling ui  toexpert 


goods,  which  were  all  paid  for  to  the 
amount  of  seven  or  eight  millions,  afforded 
a  most  seasonable  and  important  relief^ 
and  enabled  capitalists  to  lower  their  stock 
on  hand  in  a  great  proportion.  That 
stock,  however,  began  to  increase  during 
the  unhappy  continuance  of  the  Americm 
war ;  and  the  peace,  unexpectedly  made» 
in  £urope,  followed  by  tue  treaty  with 
America,  soon  produced  an  eftect  to 
which  I  must  request  the  serious  attention 
of  the  committee,  because  I  believe  ili 
nature  and  extent  is  by  no  means  wdl 
understood.  '  Afier  the  cramped  state  in, 
which  the  enemy's  measures,  and  our  own 
retaliation  (as  we  termed  it),  had  kept 
our  trade  for  some  years,  when  the  evenUi 
of  spring  1814*,  suddenly  opened  the  con* 
tinent,  a  rage  for  exporting  goods  of  eveiy 
kind  burst  forth,  only  to  be  explained  by 
reflecting  on  the  previous  restrictions  we 
had  been  labouring  under,  and  only  to  be 
equalled  (though  not  in  extent),  by  some 
of  the  mercantile  delusions  connected  ivith 
South  American  speculations.  ^^®|T 
thing  that  could  be  snipped  was  sent  off; 
all  Uie  capital  that  could  be  laid  hold  of 
was  embarked.  The  frenzy,  I  can  call  it 
nothing  less,  after  the  experience  of  1806 
and  1810,  descended  to  persons  in  the 
humblest  circumstances,  and  the  furthest 
removed,  by  their  pursuits,  from  commer- 
cial cares.  It  may  give  the  committee 
some  idea  of  this  disease,  if  I  state  what  I 
know  to  have  happened  in  one  or  two 
places.  Not  only  clerks  and  labourers, 
but  menial  servants  engaged  the  little 
sums  which  they  had  been  laying  up  for  a 
provision  against  old  age  and  sicxness; 
persons  went  round  tempting  them  to  ad- 
venture in  the  trade  to  Holland,  and  Ger- 
many, and  the  Baltic ;  they  risked  their 
mite  in  the  hopes  of  boundless  profits ;  it 
went  with  the  millions  of  the  more  regular 
traders:  the  bubble  soon  burst,  like  its 
predecessors  of  the  South  Sea,  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Buenos  Ayres;  English  ffoods 
were  selling  for  much  less  in  Holland  and 
the  north  of  Europe,  than  in  London  and 
Manchester;  in  most  places  they  were 
lying  a  dead  weight  without  any  sale  at 
idl ;  and  either  no  returns  whatever  were 
receiyed,  or  pounds  came  back  for  thou« 
sands  that  had  gone  forth.  The  great 
speculators  broke ;  the  middling  ones  lin- 
gered out  a  precarious  existence,  deprived 
of  all  means  of  continuing  their  dealings 
either  at  home  or  abroad;  the  poorer 
dupes  of  the  delusion  had  lost  their  little 
hjOfurdii  and  went  upon  the  parish  the  next 
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wiishap  that  befel  them ;  but  the  result  of 
ih6  wnole  has  been  much  cominercial  dis- 
tress— a  caution  novr  absolutely  necessary 
in  trying  new  adTentures— a  prodigious 
diminution  in  the  demand  for  manufac* 
lures,  and  indirectly  a  serious  defalcation 
in  the  effectual  demand  for  the  produce  of 
land. 

The  peace  with  America  has  produced 
aomewhat  of  a  similar  effect,  though  I  am 
▼ery  far  from  placing  the  vast  exports 
which  it  occasioned  upon  the  same  footing 
with  those  to  the  European  market  the 
year  before ;  both  because  ultimately  the 
Americans  will  pay,  which  the  exhausted 
atate  of  the  continent  readers  very  un- 
likely; and  because  it  was  well  worth 
while  to  incur  a  loss  upon  the  first  expor- 
tation, in  order,  by  the  glut,  to  stifle  in 
the  cradle  those  rising  manufactures  in 
the  United  States,  which  the  war  bad 
forced  into  existence  contrary  to  the 
natural  course  of  things.  But,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  enormous  amount  of,  I 
believe,  eighteen  millions  worth  of  goods 
were  exported  to  North  America  in  one 
year ;  I  am  informed  nearly  sixteen  mil- 
lioiit  went  through  the  port  of  Liverpool 
alone ;  and,  for  a  considerable  part  of  this, 
no  returns  have  been  received,  while  still 
more  of  it  must  have  been  selling  at  a 
very  scanty  pro6t.  The^immediate  effect 
has  been  a  sensible  increase  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  I  have  already  described  as 
Nflowing  from  the  unexpected  opening  of 
the  European  market  in  the  impoverished 
and  unsettled  state  of  the  continent. 

And  now  it  was,  when  a  general  com- 
mercial distress  began  to  prevail,  that  the 
consequences  of  our  paper  circulation,  and 
the  bankinff  operations  connected  with  it, 
not  gradually  as  had  been  expected,  but 
almost  instantaneously  developed  them- 
selves. WheUier  the  change  ot  measures, 
which  1  am  about  to  mention  as  one  of 
the  principal,  if  not  the  very  first  cause  of 
our  present  sufferings,  began  with  the 
country  banks  or  the  bank  of  England ; 
whether  it  was  the  necessary  consequence 
of  the  difficulties  which  were  pressing 
upoa  trade,  and  which,  at  any  rate,  it 
mightily  increased,  or  was  the  chief  cause 
of  those  difficulties;  whether  or  not  blame 
is  imputable  to  any  persons,  or  bodies 
corporate,  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire,  for  it 
b^  wholly  immaterial  to  the  present  inves- 
tigation ;  and  when  I  mention  certain 
known  facts  in  one  order  rather  than  ano- 
ther/1  dh>  so  without  Intendfaig  to  assert 
that  they  were  connected  togMiei;   The 
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bank  of  England  not  very  alowly  limited 
its  discounts  and  diminished  its  issues  of 
paper  about  three  millions.  At  one  period, 
indeed,  the  amount  of  notes  in  circulatioo 
had  exceeded  that  to  which  they  wm 
now  reduced,  by  six  millions;  bot  the 
average  had  been  for  some  time  about 
three  millions  higher. ,  The  country  banki 
acting  less  upon  system  and  more  imder 
the  influence  of  alarm,  lessened  their  dii- 
counts  in  a  much  greater  degree*  A 
single  failure  would  stop  all  such  traDSS^ 
tions  over  a  whole  district,  and  I  codd 
mention  one  large  stoppage  which  made 
it  difficult,  for  a  length  of  time,  to  discoost 
a  bill  any  where  in  three  or  four  coontia. 
The  persons  who  felt  this  change  motf 
severely  were  of  course  those  who  bsd 
been  speculating  in  any  way,  but  aboie 
all  others,  speculators  in  land  ;  those  who 
had  either  purchased  or  improved  beyood 
their  actual  means  upon  the  expectation 
of  that  credit  and  accommodation  beiag 
continued,  which  had  enabled  them  to 
commence  their  operations.  Ordinsij 
traders  have  much  greater  facilities  in  tfce 
money  market ;  and  their  speculations  are 
much  more  speedily  terminated.  The  im- 
prover of  land  has  to  deal  with  proper^ 
not  easily  convertible  into  money,  and  In 
adventures  extend  necessarily  over  a  long 
course  of  years.  Persons  in  this  situation 
soon  found  their  borowed  capital  with- 
drawn ;  when  the  fall  of  'produce  made  h 
difficult  for  them  to  pay  the  interest,  they 
were  suddenly  called  upon  for  the  prin- 
cipal; they  had  gotten  into  a  situation 
which  no  prudence^  could  have  enabied 
them  to  avoid,  because  it  was  the  result  of 
events  which  no  sagacity  could  have  fore- 
seen ;  they  had  for  many  years  been 
tempted  to  speculate  by  a  facility  of  ob- 
tatnmg  capital  or  credit,  which  in  a  mondi 
or  two  was  utterly  withdrawn ;  and  before 
the  least  warning  had  been  given  rither 
by  the  course  of  events,  or  by  the  dealefs 
in  money  and  accommodation,  a  support 
was  removed  which  the  most  cautious  Hf 
men  might  well  have  expected  to  be  con- 
tinued indefinitely,  or  at  any  rate,  to  be 
gradually  removed.  I  beg  leave  in  illm- 
tration  of  this  matter,  to  remind  the  com- 
mittee how  those  undertakings  have  been 
carried  on  which  I  bdfbre  described  as 
extending  so  greatly  the  agriculture  of  the 
country.  A  man  of  small  fortune,  or  a 
farmer  making  considerable  profits  by  the 
high  prices  of  the  period  I  have  so  often  al* 
loded  to,  saw  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
teirable  purchasoi  upon  an  endosurey  er  a 
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sale  in  his  neighbourhood.  He  had  scraped 
together  a  couple  of  thousand  pounds, 
perhaps ;  but  the  sum  required  for  Duying, 
and  then  improving  the  land,  was  four  or 
five.  The  banker  supplied  this  difierence, 
and  by  his  accommodations  enabled  some 
middleman,  trading  in  credit,,  to  supply  it, 
and  the  cultivator  had  every  reason  to 
hope  he  should,  in  a  few  years,  be  able  to 
•  repay  it  by  the  continued  prosperity  of 
farming  concerns.  At  any  rate  he  reck- 
oned upon  paying  the  interest  and  not 
being  called  upon  for  the  principal,  in 
security  of  which  he  probably  deposited 
the  title  deeds  of  his  purchase  as  a  pledge. 
The  'extension  of  cultivation  caused  by 
these  very  operations,  together  with  the 
other  circumstances  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, rapidly  lowers  the  price  of  all  pro- 
duce ;  the  alarm  of  money  dealers  begins 
to  spread ;  hardly  able  to  pay  the  interest 
which  is  in  reality  $  fourth  more  than  it 
was  while  the  currency  was  depreciated 
25  per  cent.,  he  is  called  upon  to  pay  up 
the  principal  itself;  destitute  of  any  thing 
that  can  be  turned  into  money,  he  is  fain 
to  abandon  his  purchase  with  all  the  im- 

Erovements  which  his  savings  and  his  toil 
ave  made  upon  it;  and  the  lender  finds 
himself  in  hardly  a  better  situation,  with- 
out the  means  of  obtaining  payment,  and 
with  title  deeds  in  his  hand,  which  he  can 
turn  to  .no  account,  unless  he  brings  the 
land  into  the  market.  Now,  the  certainty 
of  such  a  measure  lowering  its  price,  pre- 
vents this  step  from  being  taken;  and, 
accordingly,  great  as  the  distress  has  been, 
▼ery  little  land  has  been  actually  sold^ 
not  so  much  as  ought  to  have  been,  is 
thrown  out  of  cultivation ;  good  money, 
to  use  the  common  expression,  is  thrown, 
after  bad  ;  the  money  dealer  becomes, 
from  necessity,  a  land-jobber;  and  the 
distress  continues  pushing  its  shoots  in  all 
»  directions,  round  the  whole  circle  of  trade, 
until,  by  re-action,  the  farmer  suffers  again 

indirectly,  and  the  total  amount  of  suffer-  ^  ^   , 

ing  is,  if^  I  may  so  speak,  augmented  by    whieh  have  struck  each  of  us  upon  thia 


its  universality,  and  the  connexion  of  its 
parts.  Nor  should  I  be  at  all  surprised  if 
things  were  to  grow  worse  before  they  got 
better ;  at  least  I  am  very  certain  that  the 
price  of  land  will  be  lower  before  it  is 
nigher,  from  the  undoiAited  fact  of  many 


sales  that  must  take  place,  having  been    ties,  with  which  only  I  can  profess  any 


delayed  as  long  as  possible  in  tlie  vain 
hope  of  the  necessity  being  evaded. 

In  referring  to  the  state  of  -credit  and 
circulation,  1  have  purposely  avoided 
dwelling  upon  the  great  eyils  that  have 


resulted  horn  the£uctuations  in  the  value 
of  the  currency,  not  because  I  under-rate 
them,  but  because  they  only  aSect  on* 
class  of  sufferers  from  the  present  dis- 
tresses, I  mean  those  who  have  made 
bargains  or  formed  calculations  for  time^ 
such  as  persons  taking  long  leases,  or  bor- 
rowing money  at  a  fixed  rate  df  interest, 
or  speculating  upon  making  sales  at  a 
future  period.  Of  these  classes  I  shall 
say  a  word  or  two  by-and-bye.  But  there 
is  a  circumstance  affecting  all  classes,  and 
of  which  it  is  quite  impossible  to  exagge* 
rate  the  importance  in  accounting  for  the 
changes  that  have  recently  afflicted  the 
agriculture  of  the  kingdom,  I  mean,  the 
state  of  our  finances— the  complete  revo* 
lution  which  the  last  twenty-five  years 
have  effected  in  the  revenue  and  expen« 
diture  of  the  country. 

During  that  period  our  revenue  haa 
increased  from  15  to  about  66  millions; 
our  expenditure  in  one  year  exceeded 
125  millions;  this  year  of  peace  it  is  to  be 
above  72  millions,  and  no  hopes  are  held 
out  of  its  being  permanently  below  65» 
That  such  a  prodigious  change  could  be. 
wrought  in  the  system  of  taxation  and  of 
public  credit,  without,  seriously  aflfecting 
the  landed  interest,  from  which  so  large 
a  proportion  of  the  taxes  is  drawn,  no 
man  will  for  a  moment  suppose.  But 
I  believe  few  have  formed  to  themselves 
distinct  ideas  of  the  manner  in  which  ex- 
cessive taxation  lias  been  operating  onr 
agriculture,  and  very  iiftdeauate  notions 
are  I  am- sure,  entertained  or  the  amount 
of  that  operation.  It  is  not  indeed,  very 
easy  to  trace  it ;  and  to  estimate  precisely 
how  much  of  the  pressure  falls  exclusively 
upon  the  cultivator  would  be  impossible* 
But  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  submitting 
to  you  such  means  of  approximation  as  I 
have  been  able  to  find,  aware  of  the  justice 
of  an  observation  made  this  night  by  the 
member  for  Surrey  (Mr.  H*  Sumner,) 
that  by  communicating  freely  ^le 


great  question,  we  may  hope  for  mutual 
correction  and  instruction. 

I  snail  suppose  a  farm  of  400  acres  of 
fair  good  land,  jrielding  a  rent  of  firom  SL 
to  600/.  a  year,  managed  according  to  the 
husbandry  practised  in  the  northern  coim- 


rpar* 


ticular  acquaintance.  It  will  require  tor  a 
four  course,  200  acres,  being  in  com,  100 
fallow,  and  100  in  hay  and  grass,  fourteen 
plough  horses,  and  supposing  a  saddle 
horsoi  and  a  servanti  and  a  dog  to  be  paid 
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fcTi  with  a  farm-house  of  twelve  windows, 
Ae  assessed  taxes  will  amount  to  22/.  Ss. 
m  year.  This  is  a  clear  addition  to  the 
expenses  of  1792,  with  which  1  am  mak- 
ing the  comparison.  1  pass  over  the  in- 
come tax,  as  not  peculiar  to  farmers, 
Ihoogh  it  has  been  peculiarly  oppressive 
to  them  wherever  the  estimated  exceeded 
the  real  profits.  But  the  principal  in- 
crease of  expense  has  been  upon  the 
U>our.  The  wages  of  the  nine  regular 
Men  servants  who  must  be,  employed, 
liave  risen  since  1792  from  30/.  to  50/. 
each,  but  I  will  put  the  rise  only  at  15/., 
snaking  in  the  whole  135/.  Beside  this, 
we  must  allow  for  the  rise  in  the  day 
labour  reqiired  at  spring  and  fall.  Upon 
the  200  acres  in  corn,  this  will  amount  to 
n  rise  from  10^.  an  acre  to  15^,  or  50/.  in 
all— .Upon  the  other  100  acres  in  hay  and 
grass,  the  rise  will  be  from  5s.  an  acre  to 
7#*  6^.— and  the  same  upon  the  100  acres 
of  fallow— making  an  addition  of  25/. ;  or 
75/*  for  the  whole  increase  upon  day 
labour.  Two  women  servants  must  be 
allowed— and  their  wages  are  more  in- 
creased in  proportion,  than  those  of  men, 
jprlncipally  1  believe,  from  the  unwilling- 
ness of  farmers  wives  and  daughters  to 
work  as  they  used  to  do  before  the  more 
flourishing  times;  hut  take  the  rise  on 
this  head  only  at  10/. — and  we  have  the 
total  increase  on  labour  220/.  Black- 
amiths*  and  carpenters'  bills  have  in  like 
manner  been  raised,  certuinly  not  less  than 
15/.  each  upon  such  a  farm  as  I  am  sup* 
poting;  and  the  rise  on  saddlers'  bills 
cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  10/.; 
making  upon  these  bills  a  rise  of  40/., 
which  added  to  the  former  heads,  giires 
the  total  increase  in  the  expenses  of  cul- 
tivating such  a  farm,  as  equal  to  281.V.  8^., 
independent  of  the  great  rise  on  lime  and 
all  sorts  of  manure. 

Now  I  admit,  that  we  have  no  right  to 
aet  down  the  whole  or  nearly  the  whole 
of  this  larg4.8um  to  the  taxes  which  have 
been  imposed  since  1792:  but  a  great 
part  of  it  manifestly  does  arise  from  those 
taxes.  Whatever  part  arises  from  the 
increased  prices  of  grain  and  other  pro- 
▼isions  may  be  deducted,  and  will  fall  again 
with  those  prices.  Whatever  remains  must 
be  ascribed  to  the  taxes  chiefly.  Above 
22/.  of  the  sum  comes  from  direct  taxa- 
tion. At  least  one  half  of  the  rise  on  the 
aaddlers'  bills,  or  5/.  more  is  owing  to  the 
aame  cause.  But  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  grand  item  of  labour  is  im- 
putable to  the  tajLea  also.    For  let  us  only 
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reflect  on  the  nature  of  the  duties  which 
have  been  imposed.  Many  of  them  aftct 
articles  of  pnme  necessity ;  aa  soap,  lah, 
leather,  and  candles,  all  of  which  are 
ranked  among  neoessariea  of  lii'e  by  the 
writers  on  these  subjects,  and»  what  is  a 
better  authority,  are  felt  to  be  such  bj 
the  consumers;  taxes  upon  all  of  wbidi 
are  allowed  by  those  writers  to  affect 
directly  the  price  of  labour.  Now  the 
tax  on  leather  has  been  doubled  withia 
the  last  four  years:  being  raised  from 
three  halfpence,  at  which  it  stood  before 
the  war  [Here  the  chancellor  of  the  ex« 
chequer  said  across  the  table,  **  And  ever 
since  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne**3  ^  three- 
pence, the  present  duty.  The  duty  oa 
salt  which  in  1782,  and  1  believe  up  ta 
1792  was  only  lOd.  a  bushel,  hod  beeo 
raised  previous  to  l^r06  to  15  shillings, 
the  present  duty.  And  candles  have  ia 
the  same  period  been  taxed  considerably* 
But  these  articles  are  not  the  only  ones 
which  n>ay  be  reckoned  necessaries,  and 
are  subjected  to  additional  duties.  Ia 
most  parts  of  England  beer  is  to  be  classed 
in  this  list,  from  the  universal  custom  of 
drinking  it  which  prevails,  and  the  duties 
upon  it  most  seriously  afiect  the  farmer  s> 
a  consumer  of  it,  besides  their  pernicious 
tendency  against  his  interest  as  m  grower. 
The  duty  on  malt  has  been  raised  finom 
lOs.  Id,  per  quarter,  to  34^.  8ii.,  of  which 
16s.  is  war  duty ;  that  on  beer  since  1803 
has  been  increased  from  5s.  7^.  per  barrel, 
to  9s,  1\d,  or  about  4<5.,  while  that  on  spi* 
rits  has  been  raised  since  1792^  from  7i. 
to2\d,  per  gallon  of  wash,  or  \^m  addi^ 
tion.  The  total  revenue  collected  from 
these  duties  is  12,S50,000/.,  by  which  the 
land  suffers  directly  in  proportion  to  the 
whole  amount,  and  indirectly  in  proportion 
as  its  cultivators  are  consumers  of  the  manu- 
factured article.  But  the  price  of  agricol- 
tural  labour  is  affected  likewise  by  the 
duties  of  custom  on  many  imported  goods, 
which  long  habit  has  rendered  scarcely 
less  essential  than  some  which  I  hate 
enumerated  as  articles  of  first  necessity. 
Of  this  class  is  sugar,  upon  nvhich  the 
heaviest  taxes  known  in  the  history  of 
finance,  are  laid.  I  believe  indeed  there 
are  many  persons  who  would  rather  go 
without  soap  than  sugar;  and  this  is  now 
subject  tD  a  duty  of  30s.  per  cwt»  instead 
of  15^.,  at  which  it  was  taxed  before  1793. 
It  must  also  be  observed  that  whatever 
prohibiting  or  protecting  duties  have  been 
laid  upon  foreign  manuractures  of  articles 
used  in  clothiog,  these  M  directly  upon  thei 
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labourer,  and  in  so  much  tend  to  raise  his 
wages,  for  the  benefit,  not  certainly  of  the 
farmer,  but  the  manufacturer.  It  is  there- 
fore evident  that  much  of  the  augroenta* 
tion  in  the  expense  of  working  a  farm,  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  sum  of  220/., 
which  I  have  stated  to  have  been  added 
since  1792  to  that  large  branch  of  a  far- 
mer's expenditure,  is  chargeable  to  the 
taxes ;  and  a  portion  also  of  the  sura  of 
23ii  the  part  of  the  rise  in  the  carpenter's 
and  other  bills  not  directly  affected  by 
taxes,  must  also  be  charged  to  the  same 
account.  It  is  impossible  to  state  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy  what  the  total 
amount  of  the  increase  of  taxation'  has 
been  upon  these  items ;  but  that  it  must 
have  been  considerable  no  one  can  rea- 
sonably doubt ;  and  I  beg  to  warn  gentle- 
men against  under-rating  it  from  the  fall 
in  the  rate  of  wages  that  has  lately  taken 
place.  Labour  has  indeed  come  down, 
and  in  my  opinion  a  good  deal  more  than 
was  to  be  wished,  I  mean  a  good  deal  more 
than  the  fall  of  other  prices  justified.  This 
fall  must  have  resulted  from  the  general 
distress  of  the  country, 'and  the  number  of 
hands  in  consequence  every  where  thrown 
out  of  employment ;  but  it  is  no  sort  of 
proof  that  the  present  is  the  natural  and 
healthy  state  of  wages ;  or  that  they  will 
long  remain  so  low ;  or  that  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  provisions  has  permanently  re- 
duced wages  to  their  level  before  the  war; 
and  therefore  it  ia  no  kind  of  evidence 
that  the  increase  in  the  expense  of  culti* 
ration  has  arisen  frooi  the  rise  in  prices 
ailone,  and  not  also  from  the  increase  of 
taxation^ 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  the  taxes  have' 
not  fallen  exclusively  uf)on  the  farmer;; 
and  that  he  only  suffers  in '  common  with 
the  rest  of  the  country.  Now,  to  this 
I  shall  offer,  I  think,  the  most  satisfac- 
tory answers*  It  must  be  remembered, 
in  the  first  place,  that  part  of  the  taxes 
fall  directly  and  exclusively  upon  the 
landed  interest.  Some  of  the  assessed 
t^xes,  and  the  enormous  malt,  beer,  and 

Siirit  duties  are  clearly  of  this  description, 
ut  next,  observe  how  differently  the 
fiirmer  is  circumstanced  in  these  times 
from  the  other  parts  of  the  community, 
with  respect  to  the  rise  in  wages,  pro- 
duced partly  by  the  taxes.  The  coibmo- 
dity  in  which  be  deals  is  on  the  dedtne  in 
point  of  price  f¥om  over  cultivation;  he 
4mnnot  therefore  throw  the  tax  upon  the 
oonsumer^  If  manufactured  goods  are  in 
high  demand^  the  customer  paya  the  duliea 
( VOL.  XXXIII. ) 


to  which  the  manufacturer  may  be  subject^' 
either  directly,  or  indirectly  by  thie  rise  iik 
wages  caused  by  those  taxes.     If  those 
godds  are  falling  in  price,  the  tax  pressed 
upon  the  manufacturer    himself.      NoW* 
this  is,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been, 
in   a  pecoiiar  manner,  the  state  of  the 
farmer,  who  indeed  never  has  the  means 
of  suddenly  accommodating  the  supply  of 
his  commodity  to  the  demand,  with  the 
nicety  and  dispatch  observable  in  the  ope- 
rations of  trade.    But,  a  still  more  mate<' 
rial  circumstance  distinguishes  the  situa- 
tion of  the  farmer  from  that  of  the  manu- 
facturer, relieving  the  latter  at  the  expense 
of  the  former.    I  allude  to  the  state  of  the 
law,  which  throws  upon  the  land  the  whole 
burthen  of  maintaining  the  poor,  and  re- 
duces the  price  of  all  labour  below  its  na- 
tural level  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  cul- 
tivator.     It  is  well  known   to  the  com- 
mittee, that  whatever  may  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  legislature,  (and  the  mean- 
ing of  the  statute  of  Elizabeth  is  sufficiently 
plain),  yet,  from  a  defect  in  the  powers  of 
the  act,  the  money  raised  for  the  support 
of  the  poor,  is  paid  entirely  by  the  land. 
Persons  in  trade  only  pay  in  so  far  as  they 
are  also  owners  of  real  property.    Thus  a 
manufacturer  who  is  deriving  ten  or  twelve 
thousand  a  year  from  his  trade,  is  rated  as 
if  he  only  had  a  large  building  worth  four 
or  five  hundred  a  year  beside  his  dwelling- 
houscy  while  his  neighbour,  who  possesses 
a  farm  of  the  same  yearly  value  pays  aa 
much ;  that  is,  the  man  or  ten  thousand  a 
year  in  trade,  patys  no'  more  than  the  man 
of  five  hundirea  a  year  iu  land.    Yet,  only 
observe  the  dffierience  between  the  two  in 
the  relation  to  labour  and  to  the  pot>r. 
The  farmef  employa  a  lew  hands— the 
manufacturer  a  whole  colony ;— the  farmer' 
causes  no  material  augmentation  in  the 
number    of  paupers— the    manufacturer" 
multiplies  paupers  by  wholesale ;  the  one 
supports— the  other  makes  paupers,  ma:* 
nufactures  them  just  as  certainly,  and  in 
something  of  the  same  pro[)orttaD  as  he' 
manufactures  goods.     The  inequality  of 
this  distribution  is  plain  enough,  but  I  am 
now  speaking  of  it  m  its  relation  chiefly  to 
the  subject  of  wages.    From  the  abuse  of 
the  poor  laws,  it  has  become  the  prevail^ 
ing  practice  to  support  by  parish  relief, 
not  merely  persons  who  are  disabled  front 
working  by  disease  or  age,  but  those  who, 
though  ia  health,  cannot  earn  enough  to 
maintain  them;  and,  by  a  short-sighted 
policy,  wholly  unaccountable,  the  custom^ 
nai  spread  rerf  widely  of  keeping  down 
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the  wages  of  laboar  by  the  application  of 
the  poor-rates,  Us  if  any  thing  could  e^ual 
the  folly  of  paying  rates  rather  than  hire ; 
pf  parting  with  the  disposition  of  your  oirn 
money,  and  of  paying  for  labour,  not  in 
proportion  to  your  own  demand  for  that 
labour,  but  in  proportion  to  some  general 
average  of  the  district  you  chance  to  live 
in.  1  pass  over  the  inevitidile  effect  of 
this  Jirrangement,  in  raising  the  total 
amount  of  the  sums  paid  for  labour,  and 
in  throwing  upon  one  farm  the  expenses 
of  cultivating  another  less  favourably  cir- 
cumstanced ;  it  is  enough  for  my  present 
purpose  to  remark,  that  the  whole  effect 
of  tne  system  is  to  make  the  land  pay  a 
$um  yearly,  levied  in  the  most  uoec^ual 
manner,  applied  in  the  least  economical 
way,  for ,  the  purpose  of  lowering  the 
Wages  generally,  and  lowering  the  wages 
of  manufacturing  as  well  as  agricultural 
labour.  From  this  unquestionable  posi- 
tion, I  draw  two  inferences,  I  tnink 
equally  undeniable,  and  bearing  directly 
upon  the  subject  of  our  present  inquiry ; 
~the  one  is,  that  the  effiscts  of  taxation 
in  raising  the  price  of  labour  are  not  dis- 
tributed equally  over  all  dasses  of  the 
communitv,  but  fall  exclusively  upon  the 
land,  the  land  paying  for  the  rise  which 
the  taxes  have  occasioned,  both  in  agri- 
cultural labour,  and  in  all  other  kinds  of 
work— the  other  is,  that,  even  if  the  fall 
in  the  price  of  provisions  should  apparently 
restore  wages  permanently  to  their  former 
level,  the  real  rate  of  wages  would  still  be 
raised,  and  the  real  costs  of  cultivation  be 
augmented,  unless  the  poor  rates  also  had 
been  brought  back  to  their  former  amount. 
The  sum  now  levied  upon  the  land  for 
this  purpose,  exceeds  eight  millions.  Be- 
fore the  American  war  it  was  less  than 
two.  I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  show 
how  immediately,  how  severely,  how  ex- 
clusively the  rise  in  the  taxes  from  fifteen 
to  sixty-six  millions  has  pressed  upon 
agriculture ;  how  impossible  it  is  to  expect 
substantial  relief  as  long  as  that  pressure 
continues. 

I  have  now.  Sir,  I  fear,  at  a  very  un« 
reasonable  length,  gone  tlirough  the  causes 
which  appear  to  have  co-operated  in  pro- 
ducing our  present  dbtresses ;  and  I  come 
at  last  to  a  consideration  of  the  means  by 
which  the  evil  may  be  remedied,  or  at 
least  rendered  supportable.  In  entering 
upon  this  part  of  toe  subject,  I  feel  sen- 
sibly the  delicacy  of  the  ground  I  am 
going  to  tread.  No  one  ought,  without 
the  most  serioiii  examination  of  it»  to  veo- 
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ture  an  opinion  which  (from  the  respect 
paid  to  our  deliberations  in  this  place)» 
may  have  a  material  influence  upon  tk 
fortunes  of  individuab,  and,  at  any  rale, 
may  agitate  their  hopea  and  fears  lai 
crisis  of  such  general  aolicitude.  I  wV^ 
therefore,  to  state  nothing  that  has  aal 
been  suggested  to  my  mind  by  every  ■!> 
ture  and  anxious  deliberation ;  but,  wfan- 
ever  may  appear  justified  bj  such  tt» 
search,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  propoond, 
without  the  smallest  regard  to  p^sooil 
considerations,  or  to  the  prejudices  tfal 
may  prevail  in  any  quarter* 

And,  first,  I  am  afraid  there  is  oae  cha 
of  persons  who  can  hardly  expect  efiecttti 
relief  from  any  measures*  or  from  mj 
supposable  change  of  times;  I  mesa 
those  who  have  been  trading  largdy  ii 
land  upon  borrowed  capital.  They  haic 
speculated  upon  a  continuance  of  extn* 
vagant  prices,  and  the  fund  is,  in  all  Unfi- 
hood,  gone  for  ever,  out  of  which  tkeir 
debts  were  to  have  been  repaid.  Ite 
fall  in  the  market  price  of  bulhop  is  of  it- 
self a  severe  loss  to  such  adTentoren; 
they  have  dtill  to  pay  in  money  as  befiac^ 
when  every  hundred  pounds  is  really  wortk 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five ;  they  hais 
to  pay  as  much  money  to  their  creditoissi 
formerly,  and  they  can  only  receive  three- 
fourths  as  much  from  their  customers.  I 
would  fain  hope,  however,  that  such  is  net 
the  situation  of  the  great  bulk  of  proprie- 
tors, to  whom,  perhaps,  a  pemsaneot  re- 
lief (and  even  to  the  speculator  a  Pjdiii- 
tive)  may  possibly  be  found.  Those 
who  have  been  expending  large  soma  oa 
bad  land  are  in  the  worst  state,  and  I  fear 
that  a  good  deal  which  ought  never  to 
have  been  cultivated  at  all,  must  be  aban- 
doned, and  much  grass  land  that  should 
not  have  been  broken  up,  must  be  laid 
down  again  as  well  as  circumstances  will 
permit,  unquestionably  at  a  sreat  leak 
The  lowering  of  rents,  which  has  pretqr 
generally  taken  place,  can  hardfy  be 
reckoned  any  considerable  relief,  if  other 
circumstances  remain  the  same.  It  is  a 
severe  loss  to  the  landlord,  a  loss  which  he 
sustains  alone  of  all  who  have  made  time 
bargains ;  for  no  one  hears  of  mortgagees 
or  other  creditors  giving  up  twenty-fivt 

Eer  cent.,  either  on  principal  or  interest, 
ecause  the  value  of  money  has  risen  in 
that  proportion;  but  to  the  tenant  it 
affords  a  very  inadequate  relief,  for  he  is 
complaining  of  a  fall  in  the  price  of  his 
gross  produce,  of  above  three  pounds  an 
acrei  (supposing  the  produce  to  be  three 
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quarters  per  acre],  and  all  that  the  land- 
lord can  do  for  hirh  is  to  take  off  five  shil- 
lings an  acre,  leaving  him  to  struggle 
against  a  loss  of  fifty-five  shillings.  But  I 
shall  now  beg  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  different  measures  which 
have  been  proposed,  and  in  discussing 
these,  as  well  as  in  submitting  others  to 
"your  consideration,  I  shall  be  guided  by 
the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  nature 
and  causes  of  the  evil. 

The  first  of  these  remedies,  in  point  of 
importance  as  well  as  of  time,  is  the  com 
bill  of  last  session.  Although  that  mea- 
sure is  no  longer  a  matter  of  discussion, 
yet  as  I  had  not  the  honour  of  a  seat  in 
this  house  either  when  my  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Western)  brought  forward 
the  bill  of  1804,  or  when  he  raised  the 
importation  price  last  year  from  6Ss.  6d. 
to  805.-  I  deem  it  more  fair  not  to  avoid 
the  topic,  but  to  state  my  opinion  firankl^ 
upon  Its  merits,  the  more  especially  as  it 
has  been  the  object  of  very  strong  disap- 

frobation  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
certainly  am  disposed  to  think  favourably 
of  it,  although  I  am  well  aware  how  diffi- 
dently it  becomes  us  to  speak  upon  a  mea- 
sure' which  has  divided  so  widely  the 
ablest  men,  both  in  parliament  and  out  of 
doors,  marshalling  m  almost  equally  for- 
midable array  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the 
dispute,  the  statesmen  and  the  political 
authors,*  whose  opinions  upon  such  a 
subject  are  the  most  entitled  to  respect. 
As  it  is  impossible,  however,  upon  such  a 
controversy  not  to  oppose  great  autho- 
rities, so  it  is  some  comfort  that,  for  the 
same  reason,  one  has  the  support  also  of 
eminent  names ;  and  this  emboldens  me  in 
stating,  that  I  conceive  the  measure  to  be 
politic,  at  the  least,  as  a  palliative,  or  as 
affording  the  means  of  carrying  the  coun- 
try through  difficulties,  the  greatest  pres- 
sure of  which  we  may  hope  will  only  prove 
temporary.  But  then,  I  can  by  no  means 
excuse  the  language  of  those  who  deride 
it  merely  because  it  is  temporary,  or  as 
they  term  it,  an  expedient.  If  it  enables 
us  to  get  over  the  existing  evils,  arising, 
in  great  part,  from  a  transition  to  a  new 
state  of  things,  it  does  a  great  permanent 

food ;  it  saves  much  valuable  capital  firom 
eing  totally  lost^  much  skill  and  labour 
already   bestowed, «  from   being   thrown 

*  See,  on  the  one  side,  Mr.  Malthus's  ex- 
cellent tracts— and,  on  the  other,  Uie  very 
able  discussion  of  the  com  bill  or  1804.  by 
Mr.MiD. 


away;  and  it  may  thus,  even  where  it 
fails  in  affording  entire  relief,  be  most  imr- 
portant  as  preventing  entire  ruin.  A 
measure  of  this  description  is  only  in  name 
one  of  a  temporary  nature ;  its  operation 
is  solid  and  lasting.  I  pass  over  its  tending 
to  secure  a  constant  and  certain  supply  of 
food  to  the  community ;  I  am  speaLng  of 
it  merely  as  a  measure  calculated  for  the 
relief  of  the  agricultural  inllbrests,  and  of 
all  the  branches  of  trade  immediately  de- 
pendent upon  them.  In  the  same  light 
may  be  regarded  the  extension  of  the 
measure  to  some  other  kinds  of  agricul- 
tural produce,  which  is  at  present  oefore- 
parliament. 

But  I  own  I  view,  in  a  very  different 
light,  my  honourable  friend's  propositianii 
respecting  bounties  upon  the  exportation 
of  com.  To  pass  over  every  other  objec- 
tion to  such  a  plan,  if  there  be  any  truth 
in  the  positions  which  I  think  1  have  esta- 
blished, that  the  principal  causes  of  our 
distresses  are  the  too  rapid  extension  of 
cultivation,  and  the  intolerable  weight  of 
the  taxes ;  surely  it  follows  inevitably  that 
to  force  exportation  by  a  bounty,  would 
only  perpetuate  the  one  of  these  causes, 
and  increase  the  other.  Indeed,  I  marvel 
that  my  honourable  friend  could  have 
thought  of  such  a  measure  in  times  like 
the  present.  Why,  its  very  essence  h 
taxation,  and  to  a  vast  amount, — taxation 
upon  the  people  of  this  country  to  make 
us  sell  corn  cheap  to  foreigners — taxation 
upon  the  land  already  oppressed  with  bur- 
thens. And  how  are  such  new  sums  to 
be  levied  ?  We  have  got  rid  of  the  income 
tax— that  b  some  relief  to  the  farmer. 
Does  my  honourable  friend  wish  this  bur- 
then to  be  once  more  imposed  for  the  re- 
lief of  agriculture  ?  Or,  does  he  peradven- 
ture  desire  to  see  the  malt  tax  again  raised 
from  14!«.  to  SOs.  in  order  to  encourage 
the  production  of  grain  ?  All  that  has  ever 
been  paid  in  bounties  formerly,  is  a  trifie 
compared  with  the  sums  which  this  new 
scheme  would  require.  In  1814,  for  in- 
stance, the  last  year  for  which  we  have 
the  return,  the  whole  of  the  bounties  paid 
by  government  did  not  exceed  206,800/. 
—a  sum,  in  all  probability,  very  injudi- 
ciously bestowed,  but  still  not  very  minous 
in  its  amount.  A  com  bounty,  when 
wheat  is  selling,  perhaps,  90s.  a  ouarter 
higher  in  this  country  than  in  the  foreign 
markets,  would  cost  a  million  for  every 
million  of  quarters  taken  out  of  the  home 
market :  and  each  efiect  produced  by  this 
forced  exportation,  in  raising  the  price  at 
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home,  would  reader  the  exportation  more 
Mostly. 

But  nothiog,  ia   my   humble  opmioD, 
can  be  worse  founded  than  another  remedy 
suggested  by  my  honourable   friend ;   I 
mean  the  exclusion  of  foreign  corn  from 
our  warehouses  and  the  encouragement  to 
store  our  own  grain  in  the  public  reposi- 
tories.    Have  tarmers  no  barn- yards  or 
franaries  of  their  own,  in  which  they  can 
eep   their  corn  until  the  market  is  fa- 
vourable  ?  Are  the  crops  in  greater  danger 
of  rats   there  than  in  the  King's  ware- 
houses ?    But  it  is  pretended  that  foreign 
^corn  is  at  present  imported,  and  fills  the 
public  granaries,  ready  to  be  poured  out 
the  instant  that   the   Gazette  gives  the 
signal,  by  declaring  the  average'to  be  8O5. 
for  the  last  six  weeks;  and  my  honourable 
friend  considers  that  if  the  permission  thus 
to   warehouse  foreign    grain  were  with- 
drawn, no  such  effect  could  be  produced. 
Now,  I  will  suffer  myself  to  be  devoured 
by  the  vermin  1  have  been  talking  of,  if  I 
do  not,  in  a  few  minutes,  show  my  honour- 
.able  friend  himself,  the  fallacy  of  this  ar- 
gument/ Does  he  think  that  merchants 
wait  for  the  Gazette  to  learn  the  price 
during   any  period   of  six   weeks?    Are 
they   ignorant  of   the  weekly  and  daily 
state  ot  the  markets  ?    Do  they  not  know 
at  any  moment  of  any  six  weeks  how  the 
prices  are  running,  and  can  they  form  no 
guess,    as  the  six  weeks  elapse,  of  the 
average  at  which  the  Gazette  return  is 
likely  to  state  them  ?  Why,  the  corn  mer- 
chant does  not  even  wait  until  a  harvest  is 
ripe  before  he  commences  his  calculations, 
in  order  to  form  his  plans  of  importation. 
I  happen  to  know  a  little  of  this  branch  of 
trade,  and  1  can  inform  my  honourable 
.friend,  that  there  are  emissaries  sent  round 
the  country  while  the  grain  is  in  the  ear, 
to  collect  samples,  which  are  sifted  out 
and  measured  and  weighed,  in  order  to 
affix  data  upon  which  the  goodness  of  the 
crop,  its  yield,  may  be  estimated,  long  be- 
fore a  sickle  has  glanced  among  the  stalks. 
"While  my  honourable  friend  is  sitting  in 
his  study,  forming  plans  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  those  corn-merchants  will  wait 
for   the  periodical   promulgation  of  the 
average,  by  the  King  s  printer,  they  are 
^  actually  in  his  6elds,  committing  an  inno- 
cent trespass,  to  obtain  the  earliest  infor- 
inatiun  of  the  next  crop  as  the  ground- 
work of  their  speculations ;  and  upon  this 
knowledge  they  speedily  begin  to  act.     If 
the  permission  to  warehouse  is  withheld, 
ifiey  still  must  apt  upon  the  rise  of  the 
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markets,  and  the  only  difference  w3l  be, 
that  instead  of  collecting  the  erain  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  they  wiii  have  it  on 
the  other,  to  the  benefit  of  foreign  mer- 
chants, agents,  and  warehousemen^  bi|^ 
just  as  ready  to  be  poured  in  as  if  it  were 
in  our  own  ports.  Indeed,  any  one  must 
be  sensible,  afler  a  moment's  considera- 
tion, that  nothing  but  a  confident  expec- 
tation of  the  price  approaching  to  80f. 
could  induce  merchants  to  brine  over 
their  cargoes  and  lodge  them  in  this 
country,  when  they  know,  that  until  it 
reaches  the  point,  ajl  the  expenses  of  the 
importation  are  incurred  for  nothing. 
Whether  tlie  voyage  is  made  before  or 
afler  the  day  on  which  the  Gazette  de- 
clares the  point  has  been  attained,  most 
obviously  be  a  matter  of  perfect  indife- 
rence ;  and  it  is  the  only  thing  which  the 
permission  or  prohibition  of  warehousing 
can  affect. 

The  alteration  suggested  in  the  laws 
relating  to  wool,  appears  to  me  in  a  very 
different  light.  I  had  the  honour  of 
broaching  this  important  subject  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session,  and  every  thing 
that  has  since  come  to  my  knowledge 
confirms  the  opinion  I  then  ventured  to 
express.  As  a  committee  has  been  ap- 
pomted  this  nighl  to  investigate  the  ques^ 
tion,  at  the  suggestion  of  my  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Frankland  Lewes),  who  has  thrown 
BO  much  light  on  the  whole  matter  now 
under  discussion,  I  shall  abstain  from  go- 
ing into  it  at  length ;  but  I  must  beg  to 
press  upon  your  attention  how  greatly  tb^ 
agricultural  interests  are  concerned  in  iL 
The  most  important  relief  has  been  afforded 
to  many  parts  of  the  country  by  the  good 
prices  which  wool  has  borne  during  the 
depression  of  almost  all  other  produce;  I 
allude  especially  to  the  long  coarse  wool, 
the  ancient  and  peculiar  staple  of  this 
island.  Ten  years  ago  it  was  from  9dl  to 
\s.  the  pound ;  now  it  is  21</.,  and  it  was 
recently  as  high  as  2s.  This  article  is  the 
growth,  and  has,  during  the  bad  times, 
formed  the  support  of  Lincolnshire  and 
the  midland  counties.  Further  northwards 
we  haye  principally  the  coarse  wool  from 
the  black-faced  sheep.  This  is  grown  in 
the  northern  counties,  and  as  far  as  £din« 
burgh :  it  used  to  be  Id.  or  &/.,  and  is  now 
14(/.  or  \5d,  the  pound.  The  relief  af- 
forded by  such  prices  is  not  confined  to 
the  wool  grower ;  it  extends  to  all  other 
agriculturists  in  his  neighbourhood  i  be- 
cause whatever  saves  a  farmer  from  dis* 
tress  or  ruin  upon  the  general  balfmcing 
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of  his  accoonts,  keeps  him  from  glutting 
the  market  with  his  produce  or  stock,  and 
prevents  the  general  market  of  agritul- 
turai  produce  from  being  depressed.  In 
Jike  manner,  to  support  the  wool  districts 
has  extended  relief  to  the  other  districts, 
and  has  produced  a  favourable  effect  upon 
the  whole  markets  of  the  count rjr^  render- 
ing the  pressure  of  the  general  distress 
considerably  lighter  than  it  would  have 
been  had  the  wool  grower  been  in  the  same 
predicament  with  all  other  agriculturists. 
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and  anxiously  ecigeg^  my  attention ;  but 
it  seems  not  to  be  peculiarly  connected 
with  our  present  inquiry,  as  tythe  ratber 
afiects  the  expenditure  of  capital  in  im- 
provements, and  this  is  certamly  not  the 
predicament  of  almost  any  person  in  these 
times.  I  am  jdesirous  therefore  of  de- 
ferring to  another  opportunity  the  obser- 
vations which  I  have  to  make  on  the  plant 
of  commutation  proposed  by  different  cen- 
tlemen,  particularly  bv  my  hon.  friend  the 
member  for  Hertfordshire  (Mr.  Brand) 


There  is  every  reason  however  to  appre-    as  well  as  another  method  not  yet  sug- 


hend,  that  this  article  aho  is  on  the  de 
jcline:  it  has  actually  fallen  within  the 
last  three  months,  and  would  certainly  fall 
much  more  rapidly  but  for  the  large  or- 
ders now  in  the  Market  in  consequence  of 
extensive  contracts^ for  clothing  foreign 
troops.  I  have  heafd  of  one  contract  mr 
the  uniforms  of  150,000  men,  which  must 
raise  the  demand  for  the  wool  immediately 
connected  with  that  in  question.  Under 
these  circumstances,  and  indeed  at  any 
time,  it  seems  to  be  a  most  unwise  policy 
as  far  as  regar«Js  our  agriculture,  to  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  of  wool.  The  nner 
Bort  would  in  all  probability  find  no  market 
^road,  and  a  permission  to  export  it 
would  therefore  nave  no  effect  either  way; 
but  for  the  coarse,  especially  the  long 
wool,  there  must  always  be  a  great  de- 
mand, as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  cer- 
tain manufactures,  and  is  at  present  pecu- 
liar to  this  island.  It  well  deserves  the 
Attention  of  the  committee,  whether  the 
prohibiting  laws  should  not  be  repealed, 
ivhicb  compel  the  wool  grower  to  sell  his 
commodity  at  home,  in  order  that  the  ma- 
nufacturer may  work  it,  and  the  consumer 
may  wear  it  much  cheaper  than  they 
would  if  the  farmer  had  the  choice  of 
his  market.  The  establishment  of  a  firee 
trade  woiUd  not  raise  the  price  above  its 
present  standard,  nor  in  all  likelihood 
would  it  prevent  some  further  fall,  but  it 
would  at  least  guard  us  against  the  great 
depression  which  may  now  be  appre- 
hended. Theso  are  points,  however,  well 
worthy  of  inquiry,  and  1  look  to  the  la- 
bours of  the  committee  appointed  to  night 
for  much  information  upon  them. 

But  the  most  material  subject  for  our 
consideration,  consistently  with  the  view 
which  I  have  taken  of  the  present  dis- 
tresses is  manifestly  the  burthens  pecu- 
liarly affecting  land ;  and  these  are  the 
tythes,  parish  rates,  and  general  taxes. 
Upon  the  subject  of  tythes,  1  have  much 
fo  subo^it  to  your  notice,  as  it  has  long 


gested,  by  which  I  feel  assured  an  ar- 
rangement of  this  important  matter  might 
be  made  with  sreat  facility  and  safety. 
The  subject  of  the  poor-rates,  (lowever,  is 
one  which,  in  an  especial  manner,  presses 
for  discussion;  and  I  am  confident  that 
every  one  who  may  have  honoured  with 
his  attention  the  observations  which  I  have 
submitted  to  you,  will  perceive  how  esfen- 
tial  some  revision  of  the  system  is  to  the 
welfare  of  agriculture. 

It  is  clear  that  the  exclusive  pressure 
of  parish  rates  upon  the  land,  was  never 
in  contemplation  of  the  legislature ;  but 
as  the  43d  of  Elizabeth,  whatever  it  may 
enact  with  respect  to  the  persons  who 
shall  pay,  furnishes  no  means  of  obtaining 
payment  in  proportion  to  the  profits  ot 
trade  and  protessions,  the  law,  if  unaltered, 
must  contmue  to  throw  the  whole  burthen 
upon  the  land  owner.  In  addition  to  this 
he  has  to  support  almost  all  the  public 
works,  as  roads,  bridges,  and  churches,  in 
which  he  is  no  more  interested  than  the 
other  members  of  the  community.  They 
are  made  originally  at  his  expense,  and 
kept  in  repair  by  him ;  and,  although  the 
rest  of  the  country  refunds  a  part  of  the 
money  originally  advanced,  yet,  every 
one  knows,  how  seldom  this  is  adequate 
to  his  repayment— while  the  repairs,  con- 
stantly required,  are  a  certain  loss  to  him. 
At  present,  however,  I  am  speaking  chiefly 
of  the  poor-rates.  The  deviation,  in  some 
measure  necessary,  from  the  intent  of  the 
statute  of  Elizabeth,  as  to  the  class  who 
shall  pay  them,  is  not  more  fatal  to  the 
interest  of  the  land  owner,  than  the  per* 
version  of  that  law,  without  any  such  ex- 
cuse, to  the  support  of  all  poor  persons, 
wheUier  capable  or  incapable  of  work,  and 
the  supply  of  money  to  those  who  earn 
what  are  deemed  inadequate  gains.  I 
confess  that  I  see  but  one  radical  cure  for 
the  state  into  which  this  last  abuse  has 
thrown  the  country,  and  which  is  daily 
growing  wprse^  deranging  its  whole  eco- 
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Mftny;  debasing  its  national  character. 
The  inequality  of  the  system  may  be  re- 
medied ;  as  least,  I  would  fain  hope  that 
•one  method  might  be  devised,  without 
having  recourse  to  the  odious  machinery 
f€  the  income  tax,  for  making  the  other 
property  bear  its  share  wiih.the  land  in  de- 
fraying the  expense  which  should  fall 
equally  on  all  income,  if  it  is  to  be  com- 
pulsory upon  any.  But  though  great  re- 
lief may  thus  be  obtained,  the  worst  vices 
of  the  system  are  deeper  seated,  and  ad- 
snit,  I  fear,  but  of  one  cure.  As  the  law 
iS  now  administered,  under  the  influence 
€i  the  habits  which  have  unfortunately 
grown  op  with  the  abuse  of  it,  the  lower 
orders  look  to  parish  relief,  no  longer 
with  dread  or  shame ;  but  they  regard  it 
at  a  fund  out  of  which  their  wants  may 
at  all  times  be  supplied.  To  say  nothing 
of  the  effects  of  this  feeling  upon  their  ha- 
bits of  industry  and  economy ;  to  pass  over 
Ha  fatal  influence  on  their  character,  and 
especially  on  their  spirit  of  independence ; 
only  observe  how  it  removes  all  check 
upon  imprudent  marriages,  and  tends  to 
multiply  the  number  of  the  people  beyond 
the  means  of  subsistence — that  is,  to  mul- 
tiply the  numbers  of  the  poor.  A  young 
couule  who  feel  inclined  to  many,  never 
thioK,  now-a-days,  of  waiting  until  they 
can  afford  it,  until  they  have  a  prospect 
of  being  able  to  support  a  family.  They 
hardly  consider  whether  they  are  able  to 
support  themselves.  They  know  that 
whatever  deficit  may  arise  in  their  means, 
the  parish  must  make  up ;  and  they  take 
into  their  account  the  relief  derivable  from 
this  source,  as  confidently  and  with  as 
little  repugnance  as  if  it  were  a  part  of 
their  inheritance.  It  is  truly  painful  to 
reflect  that  our  peasantry  who,  some  time 
•go,  used  to  regard  such  a  supply  with 
dread— used  to  couple  every  notion  of 
ruin,  misery,  and  even  degradation  with 
the  thought  of  coming  upon  the  parbh— > 
should  now  be  accustoming  themselves  to 
receiving  relief  almost  as  if  it  were  a  re- 
gular part  of  their  wages.  I  can  see  but 
one  effectual  remedy  for  this  great  and 
growing  evil ;  it  is  the  one  which  follows 
so  immediately  from  the  principles  on- 
folded  in  Mr.  Malthus's  celebrated  work. 
It  might  be  objectionable,  on  many 
grounds,  to  withhold  relief  from  the  fu- 
ture issue  of  marriages  alread  v  contracted ; 
but  why  may  not  such  relief  be  refused  to 
the  children  born  of  marriages  to  be  con- 
tracted after  a  certain  period  ?  An  excep- 
tion might  perhaps  be  made  in  fiivoiir  of 
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those  who  are  incapable  of  working  fran 
age,  or  other  infirmity,  though  I  know  not 
that  it  would  be  better  to  make  their 
claims  a  matter  of  right  than  an  appeal  to 
charitable  assistance.     But  persons  i^le 
to  work,  and  the  issue  of  marriages  had 
after  the  law  is  changed,  should  certainiy 
be  excluded.     This  change    would  not 
operate  an  immediate  reform  of  the  wp* 
tem,  but  the  reform  would  be  a  perfectly 
sure  one,  and  it  would  commence  alosost 
as  soon  as  the  law  passed.     If  any  gentle- 
man is  scared  at  so  great  an  innovation,  I 
will  only  ask  him  to  surrey  the   eoormooi 
amount  and  odious  nature  of  the  evil  com- 
plained of,  and  to  make  his  choice  be> 
tween  the  expedient  suggested,  and  the 
mischief  so  severely  felt,  not,  indeed,  as  it 
at  present  exists,  but  in  the  still  greater 
extent  towards  which  it  is  daily  hastening. 
The  next  point  to  which  I  shall  beg  the 
attention  of  the  committee,  is  the  means 
of  relieving  the  land,    and    indeed  the 
country  in  general,  from  the  pressure  of 
taxation,  which  I  have  shown  to  have  so 
great  a  share  in  the  present  distresses. 
That  such  relief  is  within  our  reach,  to  a 
very  great  extent,  I  hold  to  be  perfectly 
manifest.    The  whole  sums  applicable  to 
the  sinking  fund  for  the  last  year  amooat 
to  15,627,000/.,  and  including  the  Iriih 
debt,  16,928,000/.    Of  this  the  financial 
operations  of  1808  and  1813,  have  appn^ 
priated  4,302,000/. ;  there  remains  undi^ 
posed  of,  12,626,000/.,  and  the  smldng 
fund  on  the  Austrian  and  Portuguese  loans 
is  124,000/.,  which  makes  the  whole  un- 
applied fund  12,750,000/.    Now,  of  this 
lai^e  revenue,  6,479,000/.  arises  from  the 
one  per  cent,  upon  all  loans  contracted 
since  1793.  It  may  be  thought  consistent 
with  good  faitl^  to  preserve  this  portioo  of 
the  fund  entire ;  and  before  such  a  plan 
as  I  am  now  suffgesting  could  begin  to 
operate,  it  would  amount  to  about  six 
millions  and  a  half.    The  remaining  part 
of  the  fund,  including  the  annual  grants, 
and  the  interest  of  the  other  re&emed 
stock,  amounting  to  6,271,000/.,  or  at  die 
period  in  question,  to  about  6,9OOj000Lf 
might,  I  will  venture  to  say,  not  only 
witnout  detriment,  but  with  advantage  to 
the  credit  of  the  country,  be  applKd  to 
its  relief  in  the  remission  of  the  most  op- 
pressive taxes.    If  a  sinking  fund  of  six 
millions  and  a  half  is  left,  operatinff  at  a 
time  when  there  are  no  new  loans,  it  will 
produce  a  far  greater  effect  in  the  stock 
market  than  the  whole  fond  has  ever  done 
during  war,  when  much  more  stock 
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constantly  poured  in  than  the  commis- 
sionere  could  redeem.  Indeed,  this  is  too 
large  a  fund  to  remain  so  applied  in  time 
of  peace,  and  could  only  be  justified  by 
the  notion  prevailing  in  some  most  re- 
spectable quarters,  that  good  faith  towards 
the  lenders,  since  1792,  requires  the  one 
per  cent*  to  be  left  untouched.  But  for 
preserving  the  other  six  millions  and  a 
quarter,  no  pretext  can  be  urged^  espe* 
cially  after  the  inroads  already  made  upon 
the  fund  during  war,  which  have  destroyed 
all  idea  of  its  inviolability,  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  held  it  sacred*  The  prospect 
of  the  vast  benefits  which  might  be  con- 
ferred on  the  country  by  such  an  arrange- 
ment, is  so  dazzling  that  I  am  afraid  to 
trust  myself  with  painting  it. ,  Only  let 
the  committee  reflect  for  a  moment  upon 
the  taxes  which  might  be  instantly  re- 
pealed, supposing  alwap  that  our  expenses 
have  been  by  retrenchment  brought  within 
our  present  revenue.  The  taxes  that  press 
most  upon  agriculture — those  on  leather, 
husbanory  holrses,  and  malt,  might  at  once 
be  done  away.  The  most  oppressive  of 
the  assessed  taxes  might  also  be  repealed* 
The  bad  gains  of  the  lottery,  by  which 
money  is  raised  directly  at  the  expense 
of  public  morals,  might  be  abandoned. 
In  short,  we  should  have  the  pleasing 
task,  during  the  remainder  of  this  session 
of  inquiring  what  taxes  pressed  most  se* 
verely  upon  the  people,  or  were  most  per- 
nicious in  their  effects,  and  of  Ughtening 
the  burthen  to  the  ea^tent  of  between  six 
and  seven  millions*  As  the  remaining 
part  of  the  sinking  fund  increased,  further 
relief  might,  from  time  to  time,  be  afford- 
ed; for  surety  it  never  could  be  in  the 
contemplation  of  any  one  who  understood 
the  public  economy  of  the  country,  in  its 
tradmg  as  well  as  financial  concerns,  that 
the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes  required 
by  the  existing  debt  should  be  repealed 
at  once,  and  the  transition  made  suddenly 
from  a  levy  of  forty-two  millions  a  year  to 
no  levy  at  all.  Nor  could  any  friend  to 
the  stability  of  the  constitution  wish  to 
see  the  executiva  government  for  any 
period,  how  short  soever,  posssessed  of 
that  enormous  income  unappropriated  to 
any  service*  But  they  who  tell  us  that 
the  sinking  fund  is  sacred,  or  rather  that 
it  has,  since  1813,  become  sacred— who 
will  not  hear  of  any  proposition  for  gra- 
dually reducing  it — whom  nothing  will 
satisfy  but  a  rise  of  stocks  in  a  few  months 
to  par,  the  repayment  of  100/.  for  every 
50t.  or  55L  that  we  have  borrowed^,  and 


the  continuance  of  all  our  heavy  burthens 
until  the  moment  when  they  may  all  cease 
together— those  persons  must  surely  be 
prepared  either  to  show  that  the  taxes 
now  paying  for  the  benefit  of  posterity 
are  unconnected  with  the  distresses  of  the 
present  age,  or  to  produce  some  other 
means  of  relieving  their  country.  The 
question  is  now  at  issue  between  the 
stock-holder  and  all  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity, and  it  is  for  the  committee  to 
say  whether  they  will,  at  all  hazards  idcI 
costs,  take  his  part,,  or  listen  to  the  only 
imaginable  means  of  effectually  remedying 
the  most  trying  of  the  evils  we  are  labour- 
ing  under* 

Before  1  sit  down.  Sir,  I  mwt  advert  to 
die  great  importance  of  keeping  a  moaa 
watchful  eye  over  the  mercantile  and  ma* 
nufacturing  interests  of  the  kingdom.  It 
is  an  inexcusable  iffnorance  or  thought- 
lessness alone,  which  can  never  overlook 
the  intimate  connexion  between  our  trad- 
ing and  our  agricultural  concerps;  nor 
can  anything  be  morepreposterous  than  the 
clamour  frequently  raised  on  the  one  or  the 
other  side,  as  if  those  two  great  branches 
of  public  industry  could  have  interests  in* 
compatible  with  each  other.  The  suffer- 
ings of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers 
are  hardly  less  severe  in  these  times,  than 
the  distresses  which  immediately  occupy 
our  attention  in  this  committee.  It  well 
becomes  us  to  see  that  they  do  not  in* 
crease  under  the  pressure  of  foreign  com- 
petition, since  the  restoration  of  peace  on 
the  continent*  Whatever  measures  may 
tend  to  open  new  markets  to  our  industry, 
the  government  is  most  imperiously  called 
upon  to  entertain ;  a  more  effectual  relief 
can  hardly  be  given  to  agriculture  than 
such  a  support  extended  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  community*  Let  me  in  this 
light,  intreat  the  attention  of  the  com* 
mittee,  and  more  especially  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  to  the  trade  with  ^udi 
America*  Connected  as  we  are  with  the 
governments  of  Portugal  and  Spain,  by 
every  tie  that  can  give  one  power^a  claim 
to  favour  from  another,  surely  we  may 
hope  to  see  some  arrangements  made 
which  shall  facilitate  our  intercourse  with 
the  rich  markets  of  Mexico,  Brazil,  and 
Peru*  At  present,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, a  considerable  traffic  is  driven 
witli  those  fertile  countries,  but  under 
trammels  that  render  it  irksome  and  pre- 
carious. It  is  known  that  no  consuls  or 
residents^  either  commercial  or 'political, 
are  established  in  Spanish  America ;  and. 
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indeed,  the  whole  trade  is  little  better 
than  a  contraband  carried  on  with  a  cer* 
tain  decree  of  connivance.  Yet  it  is  diffi- 
'cult  to  imagine  any  thing  more  beneficial 
to  our  mercantile  interests,  than  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  regular  and  authorized 
connexion  with  those  parts  of  tl\e  world. 
The  subject  is  not  free  from  delicacy,  in 
consequence  of  the  efforts  making  by  the 
Spanish  colonies  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of 
the  mother  country — efforts,  fbr  the  suc- 
'  cess  of  which  every  enlightened,  indeed, 
every  honest  man,  must  devoutly  pray. 
But  wherever  the  authority  of  the  Spanish 
and  Portuguese  governments  extends,  it 
may  be  hoped  that  some  footing  will  be 
obtained  for  our  merchants  by  negocia- 
tion,  while,  with  respect  to  the  revolted 
colonies,  I  trust  his  majesty's  ministers 
will  beware  how  they  carry  their  delicacy 
towards  the  mother  country  too  far,  and 
allow  other  nations    to  preHx;cupy  the 

Sound  which  our  own  countrymen  ought  to 
ve  their  share  of.  The  Americans  are 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  we  know  their  in- 
defiutgable  activity  and  vast  commerdal 
resources;  let  us  take  care,  not  that 
we  press  forward  to  exclude  them  from 
the  markets  in  question^that  is  impos- 
siUe;  but  that  we  obtain  access  to  tbosie 
Biarts  for  ourselves.  It  is  a  subject  of 
Tast  extent  and  importance;  I  abstain 
from  entering  further  into  it ;  but  this  I 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  the  minister 
who  shall  signalize  his  official  life  by  esta- 
blishing, whetlier  in  the  old  or  the  new 
world,  such  a  system  as  may  open  to  his 
country  the  commerce  of  South  America, 
will  render  a  greater  service  to  the  state, 
and  leave  to  posterity  a  more  enviable 
fame,  than  it  is  in  the  power  of  conquest 
to  bestow. 

Sir,  I  have  to  thank  the  committee  for 
the  patient  attention  with  which  they 
have  honoured  me.  I  am  conscious  that 
I  owe  it  to  the  singular  importance  of  the 
subjects  I  have  been  handling ;  and  that, 
too,  is  the  only  apotbgy  I  can  offer  for 
having  so  long  trespassed  upon  your  in- 
dulgence. 

Lord  CastUreagh  complimented  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down,  on  the  ability  and  temperance 
with  which  he  had  treated  this  important 
subject.  In  the  few  remarks  with  which 
he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  trouble  the 
committee,  he  intended  principally  to  con- 
fine himself  to  those  parts  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  speech,  which  had 
more  paiiiculaHy  attracted  his  attenitom 


CommUfee  on  ihe' 


tiiaa 


In:  tha  first  place,  however,  his  niuat  say, 
that  on  a  question  of  such  immense  im- 
portance, he  should  be  very  uniV^illing  to' 
be  considered  as  hazarding  any  conclu- 
sive judgment.     The  subject  was  of  such 
magnitude  and  extent,  and  was  liable  to 
be  contemplated  with  such  various  views, 
that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  keep  hin  mind  as 
open  as  he  could  through  the  whole  c:oune 
of  the  discussions  ivhich  had  taken  place, 
and  which  would  yet  take  place  upon  it 
It  would  be  very  easy  for  the  committee 
to  deal  with  any  single  practical   proposi- 
tion, and  to  arrive  at  a  sound  judgment  with 
respect  to  it ;  but  when  the  question  war 
loolced  at  in  the  gross— when   a  pictore 
was   exhibited,    comprehendinff    all    the 
causes  of  public  prosperity   and   pMkf 
distress,  the  consideration  became  so  com- 
plicated, that  the  boldest  politician  would 
not  venture  to  pronounce  upon  it  without 
the  utmost  deliberation  and  anxiety. 

The  first  topic  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman's  speech  on  which  he  wished 
to  say  a  few  words  was,  the  question  of 
the  restriction  on  cash  payments  at  the 
bank  of  England— not  intending  to  bring 
the  whole  of  tliat  que<ition  into  discussion, 
but  to  confine  himself  to  that  part  of  it,- 
which  was,  or  which  was  supposed  to  be,r 
connected  with  the  existing  distresses. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  bad  so 
far  reasoned  this  question  fairly,  that  he 
had  not  imputed  to  the  measure  of  re- 
striction coniiequences  uniformly  unfa- 
vourable. On  the  contrary,  the  hnn.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  maintained,  that 
if  well  regulated,  it  bad  a  tendency  to 
produce  great  prosperity.  There  was 
one  practical  view  of  the  question,  which, 
in  his  (lord  Castlereagh's). opinion,  ought 
never  to  be  forgotten ;  and  that  was,  that 
whatever  minor  inconveniences  the  re- 
striction on  cash  payments  mi^lit  have 
occasioned,  it  had  enabled  this  country  \& 
do  all  that  it  had  done  during  the  war, 
and  had  brought  it  triumphantly  through 
the  various  difficulties  by  which  it  wao- 
threatened.  He  was  sure  no  man  %vould 
deny,  that  had  it  not  been  for  that  ro^-- 
sure  the  country  must  have  sunk  under 
the  weight  of  the  power  opposed  to  it, 
and  that  it  never  could  have  made  the 
efforts  which  it  had  made  in  the  course  of 
the  war,  had  it  not  possessed  a  circulating 
medium  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  was  not 
exposed  to  the  dangers  to  which  thr  natu- 
ral and  ordinary  circulating  medium  would 
have  been  exposed.  This  should  never 
be  forgotteni  whatever  might  have  beea> 
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tlie  tendency  of  the  measure  to  occasion 
abuse— and  really  there  was  scarcely  any 
operative  measure  influencing  natianu 
prosperity  which  did  not  at  the  same  time 
engender  corresponding  evils.  That  it 
might  have  led  to  over-trading,  he  by  no 
means  denied.  That  many  commercial 
speculations  had  been  entirely  founded  on 
m  fictitious  capital,  which  of  course  va- 
nished with  a  change  of  circumstances,  he 
was  perfectly  ready  to  admit.  Those 
were  inconveniences  which  might  not  have 
occurred  had  the  natural  circulating 
medium,  and  that  only,  been  presenred. 
But,  he  repeated,  who  that  knew  any 
thing  of  the  history  of  the  last  fifteen 
years  would  deny  that  it  was  by  the  ope- 
ration of  the  restriction  on  cash  payments 
that  the  country  had  been  saved  i  In  his 
opinion,  it  was  the  greatest  monument  ever 
erected  to  the  public  credit  of  any  coun- 
try, that  the  credit  of  Great  Britain  had 
not  only  endured  unshakenly  the  intro- 
duction of  this  auxiliary  and  substituted 
circulating  medium — had  not  only  sur- 
wed  it--4iut  had  risen  superior  to  the 

Sevation  at  which  it  aittecedentiy  stood* 
nder  this  artificial  circulating  medium 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  had  grown, 
even  in  war,  to  an  unparalleled  degree. 

Having  said  thus  much,  on  this  partir 
cular  subject,  he  would  proceed  to  con* 
aider  the  main  question  before  the  com- 
mittee. This  question  divided  itself  into 
the  nature  of  the  existiog  distresses,  their 
extent,  their  tendency,  and  the  remedies 
which  it  was  advisable  to  apply  to  them.  He 
was  fflud  to  find  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
ffentleman  was  not  one  of  those  who  were 
dispoiied  to  take  too  gloomy  a  view  of  the 
nature  of  these  distresses.  For  his  own 
part,  he  a|>prehended  that  their  imme- 
diate cause  mijght  be  traced  to  the  simple 
fiu;t,  that  during  the  last  two  years,  and 
particularly  durins  the  last  year,  the  great 
and  necessary  articles  of  human  consump- 
tion had  been  depreciated  in  value  at  least 
one  half.  The  committee  knew  what  ef- 
fect such  a  depreciation  must  produce  on 
any  class  of  the  comijnuhity,  when  it  af- 
fected that  which  constituted  the  wealth 
and  the  means  of  subsistence  of  that  par- 
ticular class.  But  when  the  change  took 
place  on  that  which  formed  nine-tenths  of 
the  general  wealth  of  the  community  at 
large— when  it  affected  not  a  single  manu- 
facturing or  commercial  interest,  but  the 
fireat  mass  of  the  iarming  property  of  the 
empire — the  consequences  must  be  pro« 
portionabiy^xtenaiye. 

(VOL.  X3yUIL) 


The  questiop  that  came  next  to  be  con- 
sidered, was,  how  far  this  depreciation  of 
the  produce  of  agriculture  was  of  a  per- 
manent nature.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  very  correctly  stated,  tliat 
It  originated  in  the  year  1813.  It  was 
naturfu  to  expect  that  the  great  harvest  of 
that  year,  *  and  the  prospect  which  the 
approach  of  peace  a&rded,  of  opening  the 
ports  in  the  Baltic,  would  expose  th6 
farmer  of  this  country,  under  circum- 
stances of  peculiar  pressure,  to  a  compe- 
tition in  the  marxet  with  the  foreign 
grower,  free  from  the  heavy  burthen  of 
taxation.  It  was  consequently  contem- 
plated in  1814,  to  propose  to  parliament 
a  measure  calculated  to  avert  this  danger^ 
and  to  protect  by  law  the  com  grown  in 
this  country,  against  the  competition  of 
foreign  corn,  until  the  price  should  arrive 
to  such  a  point  as  to  insure  a  fair  protec- 
tion in  itself.  During  that  session,  how- 
ever,  parliament  were  not  disposed  tp 
adjopt  the  proposition  in  question.  He 
did  not  state  that  as  a  reproach,  though  it 
certainly  had  been  A^Q*t  bis  strong  and 
expressed  opinion.  That,  however,  whic^ 
was  at  first  only  alarm,  turned  soon  aftef 
into  menace.  Nor  did  it  stop  at  menace ; 
for  such  a  quantity  of  foreign  corn  wap 
poured  into  ^the  country,  that,  added  tp 
the  abundant  harvest  of  the  year  1813,  an 
eflect  was  produced  on  the  prices,  which, 
though  very  naturally  to  be  expected,  was 
not  the  less  distressing  to  those  who  were 
the  sufferers  by  it.  When  once  a  momen» 
turn  was  given  to  such  an  operation,  it  waft 
difficult  7as  had  been  ably  stated  by  an 
hon.  gentleman  in  the  course  of  the  debate) 
to  say  when  it  would  cease.  It  certainly  had 
inflicted  on  the  country  6ne  of  the  heaviest 
calamities  that  could  befal  a  nation.  When 
once  a  diminution  of  agricultural  property 
took  place  in  a  country,  it  was  not  merely 
that  the  general  wealth  was  diminished, 
but  the  question  arose,  that  most  difficult 
arrangement  which  must  convulse  every 
community,  in  what  way  that  loss  should 
be  distributed  so  as  to  be  borne  with  the 
least  inconvenience.  It  created  an  imme* 
diate  conflict  between  the  interests  of  the 
grower  of  corn,  and  the  interests  of 
those  firom  whom  he  derived  the  means  of 
growing  it ;  and  put  the  former  in  a  situa* 
tion  in  which  he  became  unable  to  fulfil 
his  contracts  with  the  latter;  contracCi 
made  at  a  time  when  they  were  justified 
by  the  price  which  agricultural  produce 
then  bore.  And  here  he  must  observe, 
that  although  during  the  high  prices  of 
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corn  many  rents  bad  been  raised*  yet  tbat 
had  not  been  done  generally.     Rents  had 
not  been  disturbed  in  consequence  of  the 
high  prices  to  the  extent  imagined  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman.    If  all  the 
bargains  concluded  between  tenant  and 
landlord  had  been  built  on  those  extraor- 
dinary prices,  the  convulsion  would  have 
been  still  greater,  and  the  return  to  a 
healthy  state  of  affairs  would  have  been 
Tendered  more  difficult.    On  the  contrary, 
in    proportion    as    those    bargains    were 
•mailer  in  number,  the  difficulty  of  adjust- 
ment, and  of  returning  to  a  desirable  state 
of  things,  was  diminished.    The  committee 
were  well  aware,  however,  of  the  great 
difficulty  and  evil  which  had  attended  the 
distribution  even  of  the  loss  that  had  oc- 
curred ;  and  how  it  led  all  parties  to  try  to 
throw  as  large  a  portion  of  it  as  they  could 
on  the  exchequer.     For  this,  he  by  no 
means  blamed  them.    But  in  wisdom,  they 
'ought  not  to  press  beyond  the  true  point, 
nor  withdraw  from  the  state  those  resources 
irhich  were  necessary  for  its  protection 
and  stability*    If  they  drove  their  wish  to 
an  improper  extent,  they  would  only  incur 
evils  still  more  painful  than  those  from 
which  they  were  desirous  to  escape.    One 
of  hb  reasons  for  thinking  that  the  distress, 
although  he  admitted  that  it  was  great* 
was  not  so  great  as  by  some  it  had  been 
represented  to  be,  was,  that  if  com,  instead 
of  faUing  from  120f.  or  ISOs.  to  56s.  (the 
present  average  price)  had  fallen  only  to 
BOs,  or  90^.  no  distress  at  all  would  have 
been  exhibited.     Up  to  the  latest  period 
Ipreceding  the  change,  the  agriculture  and 
the  industry   of  the   country  in   all   its 
branches  (those  true  sources  of  national 
wealth )  were  in  the  highest  possible  state. 
The  change  in  the  representative  value  of 
every  article  of  human  consumption  had 
suddenly  occasioned  the  change  in  that 
f  tate  of  activity.    But  when  it  was  argued 
that  this  change  would   be  permanent; 
when  it  was  argued  that  56s,  a  quarter 
would  continue  to  be  the  price  of  corn,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  discover  on  what  founda- 
tion such  arguments  were  built. 

This  subject  was  viewed  in  very  con- 
tradictory lights.  The  hon.  member  for 
Essex  had  stated  more  boldly  than  he 
(lord  Castlereagh)  thought  the  facts  would 
bear  out,  that  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
'try  had  been  carried  to  such  a  pitch,  that 
we  had  produced  not  only  enough  for  our 
own  consumption,  but  a  considerable  re- 
dundance of  corn.  This  view  of  the  sub- 
ject arose,  doubtid^,  out  of  thecircun* 
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stances  of  a  particular  year.    If  true  at  all, 
it  was  true  only  of  a  single  year,  and  was 
not  at  all  true  of  an  average  of  yean.  The 
hon.  member  for  Surrey,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  so  far  from  admitting  that  the 
low  prices  of  com  proceeded  from  the  re- 
dundance of  produce,  that  he  considered 
the  produce  as  not  equal  to  the  demand; 
and  attributed  the  low  prices  to  the  neces- 
si^  under  which  the  farmers  laboured,  of 
bnngiog  their  corn  to  market  at  an  early 
part  of  the  year,  from  which  circumstanoe 
the  hon.  member  seemed  to  exi^eet  famioe 
instead  of  superfluity.    For  his  own  part, 
he  did  not  exactly  coincide  with  either 
opinion.    Shut  out  as  a  foreign  supply  sf 
com  was  from  the  country,  he  could  not 
persuade  himself  but  that  the  price  of  con 
would  graidually  rise  to  8O5.,  and  that  the 
profits  of  the  agriculturist  would  rise  with 
the  profits  of  the  other  modes  in  which 
capital  wa9  employed  in  this  country.    If 
no  other  process  had  a  tendency  to  prodoce 
this  efiect,  it  would  be  occasioned  by  the 
simple  circumstance,  tbat  the  charges  oo 
the  farmer  (which  were  heavy,  and  whicb^ 
he   admitted,   it  was  most  desirable  ts 
lighten,  if  it  could  be  done  consistently 
with  the  public  interests)  would  of  course 
cause  some  land  to  be  put  out  of  cultiva- 
tion.    Thence,  it  was  obvious,  that  tha 
would  facilitate  the  return  of  prices  to  their 
proper  state.    He  did  not  intend  to  say 
that  in   the    meanwhile    great    pressors 
would  not  be  felt.    There  might  have  been 
great  and  imprudent  speculations  during 
the   facility  of  employing  large   capitals 
which  the  recent  state  of  the  circulation 
afforded.     It  was  not  unlikely  that  during 
the  high  prices,  land  was  put  into  tillage^ 
of  a  quality  from  which,  in  ordinary  cases, 
no  profit  could  be  derived.    It  was  also 
probable,  that  during  the  high  prices  good 
land  had  been  abused,  and  that  the  soil 
which,  by  steady  cultivation,  might  have 
produced  for  a  course  of  years  a  reasoov 
able  return,  had  been  forced  by  the  tempt* 
ation  of  high  prices  into  an  unnatural  fer- 
tility, which  was  of  course  followed  by  a 
proportionate  barrenness. 

But  he  trusted  that  all  these  instances 
were  but  exceptions  to  the  general  rule. 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  circulation, 
occasioned  by  the  restriction  on  cash 
payments  at  the  bank,  had  gone  so  iair 
beyond  the  ordinary  circulation  as  to 
create  any  very  unnatural  efiect,  or  to 
produce  any  very  dangerous  convulsion. 
Nor  did  he  believe  that  the  great  mass  of 
agriculture  was  in  a  tottering  state.    Om 
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the  contrary,  he  was  persuaded,  that  the 
great  mass  of  agriculture  in  this  country 
was  founded  on  a  solid  basis*  It  was  se« 
cured  from  the  only  enemy  which  could 
beat  it  down— foreign  competition ;  from 
the  domestic  competition  arising  from  the 
other  modes  of  employing  capital,  it  was 
also  secure ;  and  he  was  persuaded,  that 
the  price  of  com  would  soon  return  to 
the  state  which  would  afford  the  grower  a 
fair  remuneration.  There  were  no  other 
circumstances  in  the  state  of  the  country 
which  indicated  a  decay  of  the  national 
prosperity.  He  did  not  mean  to  deny 
that  there  was  an  immense  pressure  on 
the  country,  and  that  very  considerable 
difficulties  arose  out  of  the  peculiar  situa- 
tion in  which  it  was  placed.  But  to  allege 
that  this  indicated  a  decay  of  national 
wealth  and  prosperity,  was,  in  his  opinion, 
not  to  seize  the  true  character  of  existing 
circumstances,  or  to  describe  the  re^ 
situation  of  the  country  as  it  stood.  Such 
a  supj>o8ed  deterioration  of  property,  and 
sacrifice  of  interests  could  never  exist, 
without  showing  itself  in  a  thousand  dif- 
ferent ways,  and  in  no  way  more  conspi- 
cuously than  through  the  medium  of  the 
revenue.  He  had  watched  the  returns  of 
the  revenue  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  in 
order,  if  they  exist^,  to  discover  the 
symptoms  of  the  case  alleged ;  but  he  had 
the  satisfaction  to  say,  that  down  to  the 
very  last  week  to  which  the  accounts  had 
been  made  out,  no  such  symptoms  ap- 
peared, but  that  the  revenue,  in  all  its 
branches,  had  been  fully  maintained,  and 
in  some  of  them  had  considerably  in- 
creased, as  compared  with  the  corres- 
ponding periods  of  former  years.  He  did 
not  state  this  to  refute  the  fact  that  consi- 
derable pressure  existed,  or  to  prevent  the 
committee  from  attempting  to  mitigate  it. 
But  he  entreated  the  committee  to  look 
at  the  whole  state  of  things  with  a  firm 
•and  steady  eye,  and  not  to  despair  of  the 
resources  and  energy  of  the  country ;  and 
be  trusted  tliey  would  speedily  see  a  ter- 
mination to  that  genera)  sufferint;  which 
had  arisen  from  the  change  of  prices. 
The  circumstances  which  were  to  pro- 
duce that  amelioration  of  the  state  of  wri- 
culture  were  in  feet  already  operating. 
An  hon.  gentleman  who  had  spoken  early 
in  the  debate,  had  stated  that  corn  had  a 
general  tendency  to  rise  over  the  United 
Kingdom.  He  (lord  Castlereagh)  un- 
derstood that  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Edinburgh  wheat  had  risen  to  72^.  a 
quarter.    If  it  was  truci  as  he  belieTed, 
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that  it  had  so  risen  in  Scotland,  no  one 
could  imagine  that  it  would  long  remain 
at  56s.  a  quarter  throughout  the  rest  of 
the  island. 

In  his  opinion,  the  msjor  part  of  the 
arguments  which  had  been  deduced  from 
our  situation  in  179^  were  founded  oH 
false  assumptions.  We  were  now  in  a 
very  different  situation  from  that  in  which 
we  were  at  that  period.  Unquestionably 
we  were  subject  to  burthens  to  which  we 
were  not  at  that  time  subject ;  those  bur« 
thens  must  affect  the  prices  of  all  the  arti- 
cles which  were  the  produce  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  but  they  would  not  pre- 
vent  tile  produce  of  the  agriculturist  trom 
finding  its  level  with  the  produce  of  the 
other  classes  of  the  community.  He  saw 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  at  no  very  distant 
period,  corn  would  rise  to  a  fair  remune- 
rating price  to  the  grower ;  and  if  it  should 
get  up  to  SOs.  or  90s.  a  quarter,  he  would 
be  glad  to  know  where  would  then  be 
the  distress  2  While  he  said  this,  he  un- 
derstood and  admitted  that  there  was  an- 
other cause  operating  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, which  had  a  great  tendency  to  re- 
tard the  action  of  the  remedy,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  price  of  agricultural  proauce 
from  rising.  Coincident  with  the  extreme 
depreciation  of  corn  had  been  an  altera- 
tion in  the  state  of  the  circulating  niedium^ 
which  affected  the  whole  credit  of  the  in- 
dividuals concerned,  and  impeded  the 
operation  of  that  confidence  which  was 
indispensable  to  them.  A  large  part  of 
that  circulating  medium  had  been  with- 
drawn, and  had  disappeared,  and  with  it 
(which  was  the  most  important  conside- 
ration) had  gone  a  large  portion  of  the 
confidence  that  had  heretofore  existed. 
But  was  this  diminution  of  the  circulating 
medium  founded  on  principles  of  a  per- 
manent nature  ?  Would  it  admit  of  no 
mitigation?  The  return  of  peace  would 
eventually  lead  to  the  return  of  old 
maxims— to  the  return  of  those  common 
principles  on  which  the  circulation  of 
every  country  ought  to  be  regulated.  All 
the  banks  in  the  country,  from  the  great 
national  bank  to  the  smallest  private  bank 
that  existed,  must  feel  that  the  period  was 
rapidly  approaching  when  the  country 
might  again  possess  a  larger  amount  of 
circulating  medium. 

His  right  hon.  friend  last  night,  in 
opening  to  the  House  his  reasons  for  pro- 
posing an  extension  of  the  period  during 
which  cash  payments  were  to  be  restricted 
at  the  bank  of  £nglaod|  had  stated  the 
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double  object  which  he  had  hi  Tiewi  tiie 
gcceleration  of  the  retam  of  cash  pay- 
ments, and  the  benefit  of  the  country  m 
the  interim.  With  respect  to  the  first 
Object,  he  (lord  Castlereagh)  had  last 
Hij^t  endeavoured  to  impress  the  House 
With  the  necessity  of  not  accelerating  the 
fesuroption  of  cash  payments,  until  the 
causes  which  had  occasioned  the  disap- 
pearance of  specie  had  ceased  to  exist, 
ted  until  that  specie  had  returned  into  the 
country.  For,  although  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land was  a  very  proper  instrument  to  feel 
Che  circulation  of  specie  when  it  actually 
existed,  no  corporate  body  could  be  deemed 
a  proper  instrument  to  replenish  with 
apecie  a  country  Hke  this,  when  it  was 
'  drained  of  all  that  had  once  been  in 
circulation.  It  would,  therefore,  be  a 
tnost  dangerous  experiment  to  suffer  the 
bank  to  open  their  coffers  until  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  had  brought  back  a 
Soantity  of  the  precious  metals  in  aid  of 
leir  operations.  Unless  due  caution 
Were  adopted  on  this  subject,  a  shock  or 
Convulsion  would  be  occasioned  much 
more  dangerous  to  the  country  than  any 
evils  that  could  possibly  arise  from  the 
aobstitution  of  a  currency  of  another  de- 
•cription. 

So  Q^uch  for  the  necessity  of  postponing 
the  resumption  of  cash  payments  at  alL 
As  for  the  period  of  postponement,  if  the 
House  did  not  clearly  see  its  way  to  (he 
restoration  of  cash  payments  in  less  than 
two  years,  it  certainly  was  much  better  to 
aay  so  at  once,  than  to  make  one  year  the 
term  of  the  measure  at  present,  with  the 
view  of  adding  another  in  the  next  session. 
Besides,  another  view  of  the  advantages 
resulting  from  this  extension  of  the  re- 
striction of  cash  payments,  and  from  its 
consequences,  was,  "^  that  it  would  go  a 
great  way  towards  remedying  the  incon- 
Ireniences  which  the  country  would  other- 
wise feel  by  the  rejection  of  the  property 
tax.  Whether  his  majesty's  government 
had  been  right  or  wrong  in  pressing  that 
measure  for  the  adoption  of  parliament, 
Was  not  then  the  ({uestion.  They  had 
done  so  on  the  principle  of  abstaining  for 
two  years  from  raising  any  loan,  and  thus 
ttf  giving  to  the  country  an  indirect,  and 
in  their  opinion  a  greater  relief.  Parlia- 
ment had  preferred  the  direct  relief.  It 
Would  in  consequence  become  necessary 
to  borrow  money  for  the  public  service, 
Imd  the  extension  of  the  bank  restriction 
act  would  afford  greater  facilities. for  doing 
ao»    On  the  whole  he  was  persuaded  that 
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If  by  thb  meaaore  parKtment  gsvte  to  te 
bank  of  England  and  to  the  oountry  banb 
a  confidence  which  would  induce  them  ta 
act  on  a  liberal,  thought  not  on  an  impro- 
vident principle  in  their  advancea,  the 
existing  distressea  would  be  in  a  great 
measure  relieved. 

With  respect  to  the  last  topic  tooohed 
on  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlemen,  it 
was  too  lar^e  a  question  to  discuaa  inci* 
dentally,  and  at  that  late.hour  of  the  nigfati 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  after 
considering  the  various  other  aouroea  of 
relief  which  presented  theooselves  to  hii 
mind,  had  alluded  to  the  expediener  of 
resorting  to  the  sinking  fund.  He  (lord 
Castlereagh)  did  not  protest  against  an 
application  to  that  fund  under  any  cir- 
cumstances whatever,  fiut  he  maintaiDcd 
that  such  an  application  would  be  coraii- 
tent  with  political  and  financial  wiadon 
only  when  the  Credit  of  the  coantry  should 
be  so  raised  by  the  operation  of  tlmt  fimd^ 
as  to  render  doubtful  the  question,  who* 
ther  or  not  its  existence  in  its  then  ac- 
cumulated state  was  beneficial  or  otbe^ 
wise.  He  hoped  parliament  would  nevsr 
consent  to  take  from  that  fund  until  their 
judgment  was  satisfied  that  the  fund,  as 
compared  with  the  debt,  was  sufficient  ta 
defend  the  public  credit  from  the  efect  of 
the  debt,  and  to  enable  the  country  to 
make  those  exertions,  which,  at  some  fu- 
ture period,  she  might  be  called  upon  to 
make.  The  sinking  fund  had  saved  the 
country — had  carried  it  through  its  diffi- 
culties ;  and  he  trusted  parliament  would 
never  approach  it  without  a  lively  i^col- 
lection  of  the  benefits  which  it  had  di^ 
pensed.  This,  he  repeated,  waa  too  im- 
portant a  subject  to  be  discussed  that 
night,  but  he  entreated  the  committee  to 
recollect  the  immense  magnitude  of  the 
debt,  and  to  consider  that  if  they  lef^  the 
operation  to  the  small  progress  which  a 
sinking  fund  of  six  millions  could  make 
on  a  debt  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  they 
would  in  fact  abandon  the  notion  en  mslfi- 
iog  that  fund  effectually  operative. 

He  begged  pardon  of^  the  committee 
for  having  tresspassed  so  long  on  their 
patience,  but  there  was  one  subject,  our 
trade  with  South  America,  which  he  had 
nearly  forgotten  to  mention,  and  on  whidi 
he  begged  to  say  a  few  words.  He  had 
the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  our  preaeitt 
commercial  communications  with  South 
America  were  very  considerable.  There 
was  hardly  a  port  m  South  America  witk 
which  we  had  not  a  commercial  inte^ 
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No  'eftrt,  oonsiiceiit  wHii  thieir 
duty  in  other  respects,  ^ould  be  neglected 
on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  ministers  to 
foster  this  intercourse.  Parliament  and 
the  country  might  rely  on  it,  that  it  was  a 
aobject  which  occupied  their  constant  at* 
tentioo.  Great  progress  bad  already  been 
made.  He  was  persuaded  that  South 
America  was  a  growing  market  for  Bri- 
tish produce  and  manufacture^  and  no 
CKertion  compatible  with  national  ho* 
Hour  should  be  wantuig  to  cherish  the 
connexion. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  the  war  in 
the  Peninsula  created  a  demand  for  agri- 
cultural produce,  to  a  considerable  extent^ 
in  Ireland.  Hie  termination  of  that  war 
had,  con8eqoenily,  a  great  effect  in  re- 
ducing the  demand.  Another  source  of 
the  present  distresses  was  to  be  found  in 
the  delay  of  the  com  bill,  which  induced 
persons  to  poor  as  much  grain  as  possible 
mto  the  market  here,  for  the  purpose  of 
anroiding  vhe  protecting  duties.  At  the 
time  thnt  this  importation  took  place,  the 
market  was  already  loaded  ^ith  foreign 
com  sufficient  to  supply  all  England  for  a 
year.  It  also  operated  to  the  great  dis- 
couragement of  tillage,  and  in  that  way 
retarded  the  operation  of  a  measure  de- 
cidedly beneficial.  He  differed  from  his 
hon.  friend,  who  had  moved  the  resolu- 
tions, as  to  the  effects  of  the  warehousing 
mtero,  which  he  thought  it  would  not  be 
right  to  depart  from.  He  doubted  the 
probability  that  corn  would  ever  be  stored 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  that  ap- 
prehension alone  a  reason  for  abandoning 
the  principle  altogether.  He  agreed  with 
his  hon.  friend  in  thinking  that  many  of 
the  evils  were  temporary,  in  case  they 
wore  provided  for  by  proper  regulations, 
but  if  led  to  themselves  they  would  be- 
come permanent. 

Mr.  fV.  Smith  rose  to  take  notice  of 
one  or  two  points  of  the  noble  lord's 
upeech,  without  intending  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  the  question  before  the 
committee  at  the  late  hour  of  the  night  to 
which  it  had  extended.  One  of  these 
points  concerned  the  income  tax,  and  the 
other  the  sinking  fund;  with  regard  to 
both  of  which,  he  wished  to  express  his 
•dissent  from  the  opinions  of  the  noble 
lord* 

Mr.  Western  made  a  short  reply  to  that 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  opened  the  debate,  which 
discossed  the  efiect  of  warehousbff  foreign 
fiuiii»  He  wished  that  British  capital  were 


applied  to  the  purdiaie  of  British  grain; 
md  the  consequent  encouragement  of 
British  agriculture,  rather  than  to  the 
importation  of  foreign  grain  and  the 
encouragement  of  foreign  agriculture.  He 
argued  that  nothing  was  so  injurious  as 
rapid  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  com^ 
and  explained  the  mode  in  which  the 
measures  which  he  proposed  would  re- 
medy this  evil. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  House  then  resumed,  and 
the  Chairman  reported  pr<^ess,  and  ob^ 
tained  leave  to  an  again  on  Monday  the 
89th  instant. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 
Wednesday^  April  10. 

Civil  List— >Lord  CHAMBXRLAiirfa 
Department.]  Mr.  Tiemei^  rose,  in 
pursuance  of  notice,  to. call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  question.  He  wouM 
not  detahi  the  House  -five  minutes;  nor 
was  it  hb  intention,  if  the  motion  be 
was  about  to  make  should  be  opposed,  to 
go  to  a  division :  but  his  object  was,  to 
ascertain  why  the  estimate  of  the  lord 
chamberlain's  department,  of  the  5th  of 
January,  had  not  been  produced.  In  the 
report  of  last  year  there  was  an  order  or 
warrant  directing  that  the  lord  steward 
and  the  lord  chamberlain  should,  at  the 
commencement  of  every  quarter,  deliver 
to  the  lords  of  the  treasury  an  estimate  of 
the  expenses  actually  incurred  in  thst 
quarter.  In  consequence  of  this  warrant, 
he  had  moved  for  e  return  of  theae  md- 
mates,  and  the  result  of  that  motion  was, 
that  an  account  was  produced  of  the 
expenses  of  all  the  quarters,  excepting 
that  ending  on  5th  January,  1816,  of  the 
lord  chamberlain's  department.  Having 
been  informed  that  no  such  estimate  wes 
returned,  he  had  moved  for  a  copy  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  lords' of  the 
treasury  and  the  lord  chamberlain,  on  the 
subject  of  the  non-return  of  the  estimates 
for  the  quarter  ending  5th  January.  Put- 
ting, then,  all  this  together,  he  could  not 
tell  what  to  make  of  the  transHction ;  and 
it  was  impossible  totivoid  presuming  that 
there  was  something  connected  with  tim 
unfortunate  affair  which  ministers  Weie 
afraid  to  lay  before  parliament.  He  should 
now  move  for  the  production  of  those 
papers  which  had  been  so  omitted,  and 
should  anxiously  wait  for  the  explanation 
of  the  noble  lord,  as  heconfossed  that  at 
present  he  waa  twaUyet  n  ksato  eenecive 
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in  wliat  manner  this  delay  cookL  be  ae« 
eounted  for.  He  concluded  with  moYingy 
**  That  the  estimate  of  the  expenses  to  be 
incurred  in  the  department  of  the  lord 
ehamberlain  for  the  quarter  ended  the  5th 
of  January  1816,  directed  by  the  warrant 
ef  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent 
lo  be  transmitted  to  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
aunr  be  laid  before  the  House  forthwith/' 
Lord  Castlereagh  had  no  objection  to 
the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
He  would  inform  the  House  that  tliere 
was  m  the  quarter  alluded  to,  no  estimate 
returned  to  the  treasury  by  the  lord  cham- 
berlain. There  was,  m  truth,  very  little 
difference  of  opinion  upon  this  subject 
between  himself,  and  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman ;  for  he  was  ready  to  admit,  that 
it  required   explanation:    but   the  only 

Sestion  was,  at  what  particular  period 
It  explanation  should  be  given.  He 
certainly  did  not  consider  that  it  would  be 
consistent  with  his  duty  to  give  that  ex- 
planation now,  because  it  could  not  but  be 
considered  as  imperfect  and  ill-timed.  It 
was  quite  impossible  to  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  most  important  question  at 
this  moment,  without  the  necessary  infor- 
mation being  before  the  House ;  and  as  it 
was  in  the  contemplation  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  to  submit  the  whole  question 
before  the  House  as  soon  after  the  holy- 
days  as  possible,  he  was  sure  the  House 
would  agree  with  him,  that  any  prior  dis- 
<nis8ion  would  be  premature.  All  be 
claimed,  therefore,  from  the  House  was, 
that  it  should  not  now  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  so  important  a  question  at 
the  present  period,  but  wait  until  the 
House  might,  when  the  proper  documents 
were  produced,  enter  into  a  full,  fair,  and 
deliberate  investigation  of  the  whole  of 
the  transactions  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject. Certainly  there  was  a  considerable 
arrear  in  the  civil  list;  and  parliament 
had  determined  that  it  was  more  con- 
sistent with  public  economy  not  to  make 
any  fixed  or  permanent  provision  for  it, 
but  that  the  droits  of  the  Crown  should  be 
made  answerable  to  supply  the  deficiencies 
in  that  provision.  Thus  the  question 
stood ;  and  it  now  became  necessary  that 
parliament  should  take  the  whole  subject 
under  its  consideration,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  determined  what  amount,  of 
provision  should  be  allowed  to  answer  the 
various  expenses  incurred  under  the  title 
of  the  civil  list ;  and  here  he  wished  the 
House  to  recollect,  that  it  was  not  only 
to  preserve  Uie  digqity  of  the  Crown  that 


this  money  was  voted,  bat   there  were 
various  other  expenses  Incurred,  of  which 
the  maintenance  of  foreign  ambasaadon 
formed  onl v  a  small  part,  and  of  wbidi  it 
was  impossible  the  House  could  have  any 
conception  until  the  question  should  be 
fully  mvestigated.    The  right  lion,  gen- 
tleman, he  honed,  would  be  satisfied  that 
it  was  the  wish,  the  ambition  of  govern- 
ment, to  meet  this  question  in  the  iaireit 
manner,  and  to  give  the  fullest  informa- 
tion to  parliament.    He  believed  that  that 
had  always  been  the  system  of  his  ma- 
jesty's mmistefs ;  and,  as  fiir  as  he  could 
recollect,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
not  called  for  a  single  paper  on  this  ques- 
tion that  was  not  produced.     It  had,  in* 
deed,  been  proposed  to  go  into  a  minntt 
detail  of  these  circumstances,  and  it  lad 
been  refused  as  tending  to  prejudge  the 
question ;  but  he  would  venture  to  affirm, 
that  not  a  Single  paper  which  had  been 
moved  for  was  refusea.    He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  House  would  feel,  that  in  dedia- 
in^  to  give  this  explanation,  it  did  not 
arise  from  anv  difficulty  in  giving  it,  or 
from  any  doubt  but  that  at  the  proper 
time  it  ought  to  be  given;'  bat  that  k 
arose  from  a  desire  not  to  prejudee  so  m- 
portant  a  question,  and  also  to  deprecate 
this  personal  mode  of  inquiry,  which  was 
too  much  the  habit  of  hon.  gentlemen 
over  the  way.    He  would  not  permit  this 
personal  dictation  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  induce  him  to  swerve  from  his 
duty ;  nor  could  he,  as  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman seemed  so  much  to  desire,  erect 
him  into  a  House  of  Commons,  and  listen 
to  his  opinions  as  being  those  of  the  whcto 
House.    When  the  proper  time   should 
arrive,  therefore,  he  should  feel  himself 
bound  to  give  that  explanation  so  mudi 
desired  and  in  the  mean  time,  he  should 
not  oppose  the  motion  for  the  production 
of  the  papers. 

Mr.  Ttemey  expressed  himself  as  being 
not  at  all  satined  with  the  answer  t^  the 
noble  lord.  His  (Mr.  Tierney's)  object 
was  to  make  a  separate  question  of  this 
particular  estimate,  and  afterwards  to 
discuss  the  whole  subject ;  and  he  would 
put  it  to  the  House,  whether  it  was  too 
much  to  ask  of  the  noble  lord  to  give  an 
explanation  why  a  certain  document  was 
not  produced?  Was  it  prejudging  the 
question?  Was  the  House  to  remain  in 
the  dark,  just  as  long  as  the  noble  lord 
pleased,  upon  so  important  a  subject  ?  He 
believed  it  did  not  require  much  foresight 
to  dbcover  that  there  was  some  unkaown 
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mystery,  some  secret  not  to  be  dWulged, 
which  the  noble  lord  chose  to  keep  to 
himself.  If  lord  Hertford  had  a  seat  in 
that  House,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  he 
would  assign  the  true  reasons  for  this 
extraordinary  proceeding,  and  why  his 
majesty's  ministers  did  not  force  this 
quarterly  estimate  from  him.  When  the 
proper  time  did  come,  he  defied  ministers 
to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  to  the 
House  why  the  estimate  had  not  been 
produced:  and  the  noble  lord  had  now 
ver^  coolly  told  the  House,  that  no  such 
estimate  had  been  made  by  the  lord  cham- 
berlain to  the  treasury,  but  that  he  would 
reserve  his  explanation  until  some  future 

Eeriodr  On  Monday,  the  6th  of  May, 
e  should  move  to  refer  this  most  im- 
portant question  to  a  committee,  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  and  fully  inves- 
tigating the  whole  subject;  and  he  con- 
ceived he  should  be  the  more  justified  in 
making  this  motion  after  what  had  fidlen 
from  the  noble  lord  that  night:  it  cer- 
tainly did  furnish  him  with  an  unanswer- 
able argument  for  the  appointment  of 
such  a  committee.  The  House  could  not 
be  much  prepossessed  in  the  noble  lord's 
fiivour,  when  he  refused  to  give  any 
explanation  why  a  document  was  not  laid 
before  the  House  which  should  have  been 
produced  some  months  ago.  He  sincerely 
noped  that  a  satisfactory  explanation 
might  be  given ;  but  he  very  much  feared 
that  the  noble  lord  would  entirely  disap- 
point their  expectations,  and  it  would 
then  be  for  parliament  to  consider  what 
steps  should  be  taken  on  this  most  inte- 
resting and  important  subject. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Motion    vor   Account    of   Sums 

CLAIMED    FROM    FrANCB    ON    ACCOUNT 

OF  Prisoners  of  War.]  Mr.  Ham* 
mersUy  rose  to  move  for  an  Account  of 
the  sum  due  from  the  French  to  the 
English  government  for  the  maintenance 
of  prisoners  of  war,  which  had  been  re- 
mitted by  the  treaties  of  peace  In  1814 
^  and  1815,  to  favour  the  claims  of  those 
who  had  suffered  from  the  confiscation  of 
property  placed  in  the  French  funds.  He 
said,  he  could  not  approve  the  arran^- 
ment  which  had  been  made  in  this  in- 
stance, as  he  thought  it  went  to  give  up 
that  which  belonged  to  the  community  at 
large  in  favour  of  individuals  who  were 
not  entitled  to  such  an  especisl  favour 
for  placing  their  money,  if^  not  in  the 
fuRdsof  our  natural  enemyi  ia  ^those  of 


our  natural  rival,  which  catne  to  much 
the  same  thing.  Thoush  the  question  on 
the  peace  mA  been  already  decided,  as 
it  was  impossible  the  House  could  have 
fully  considered  the  seventy  treaties  which 
haa  been  presented  to  them,  he  appre» 
bended  he  was  not  precluded  from  offer- 
ing  any  observations  that  might  suggest 
themselves  to  him  by  that,  circumstance. 
Many  of  the  treaties  reflected  great  honour 
on  tne  noble  lord  who  had  negociatecl 
them ;  but  the  arrangements  to  which  he 
now  called  the  attention  of  the  House,  ap- 
peared to  him  particularly  open  to  objec- 
tion. The  individuals  in  favour  of  whooi 
the  public  claim  had  been  given  up,  were 
not  entitled  to  such  consideration,  and 
the  ereat  expense  attendant  on  the  coib* 
mission  appointed  to  prosecute  the  claims 
of  the  individuals  alluded  to  in  France, 
which,  as  much  French  law  was  to  be 
ffone  into,  would  probably  be  continued 
for  four  or  five  years,  was  that  with  which 
the  country  ought  not  to  be  charged.  The 
hon.  gentleman  then  made  his  motion. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  the  deciskm 
of  the  House  on  the  treaty  of  peace  cer- 
tainly could  not  preclude  any  hon.  mem- 
ber from  bringing  forward  a  question  like 
thepresent.^  He  had  no  wish  to  plead 
this  in  bar  to  the  motion,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  thought  it  right  to  state  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  making  a  satisfactory 
return  to  it.  The  account  made  out  by 
the  English  government  for  the  maint^ 
nance  of  French  prisoners  of  war,  could 
certainly  be  produced,  as  also  the  counter^ 
statement  given  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, but  these  would  not  give  Uie  hon. 
gentleman  the  balance  due  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. It  had  long  been  a  point  of  difference 
between  the  two  countries,  what  was  doe 
to  each  other  on  account  of  prisoners  of 
war;  the  French  government  havins  con- 
stantly charged  the  English  with  the  ezp 
pense  of  prisoners,  whicn  they  contended 
were  in  our  service,  but  which  the  minis- 
ters of  this  country  had  contended  we  had 
in  fairness  no  right  to  bear.  In  1814,  it 
was  thought  desirable  to  set  this  question 
at  rest  by  the  arrangeiment  then  concluded. 
The  probability  of  the  discussion  on 
this  question  being  trailed  on  for  yeartp 
if  this  step  had  not  been  taken,  as  in 
other  cases  where  the  accounts  of  prison- 
ers of  war  were  under  conrideration, 
had  partly  induced  them  to  act  as  they 
did.  At  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  this 
country  had  not  usually  been  very  sue- 
jpessfid  in  getting  its  dawis  ^f  this  nature 
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MtiffiuHoriiy  adjusted;  atid  it  was  the 
feeliag  that  this  was  not  to  be  viewed  as  a 
Tery  solvent  debt,  that  had  induced  them 
to  give  up  those  dalms  which  the  hon. 
genueman  seemed  to  think  ought  to  have 
been  enforced.  The  individuals  who  had 
been  benefited  by  this  arrangement  were 
entitled  to  such  relief,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  their  having  placed  their  money 
ia  the  French  funds,  on  the  faith  of  a 
M^emn  treaty  to  which  the  English  go- 
vernment was  a  party,  and  their  claims 
had  been  recognised  in  the  Treaty  of 
Amens,  which  recognition  had  been  re- 
newed in  the  treaty  of  peace  made  in 
ISliw  The  treaty  under  which  thev  had 
placed  their  money  in  th#  French  funds, 
was  one  by  which  it  was  agreed,  that  in 
the  event  of  a  war  breakine  out  between 
France  and  England,  the  subjecU  of  either 
country  residing  in  the  other  should  be 
allowed  one  year  to  dispose  of  their  pro- 

Crtyi  In  defiance  of  ^this  stipulation, 
wever,  when  war  again  broke  out,  the 
Kperty  of  English  subjects  in  France 
been  sequestered.  The  claims  grow- 
ing out  of  this  transaction  had  been  settled 
hj  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  but  that  settle- 
■lent  the  short  duration  of  the  peace  made 
vadesi^to  the  British  creditor.  The  8ul>- 
Jsct  had  in  consequence  of  this  been  again 
taken  up  in  1814,  and  subsequently  on 
the  same  principle  in  the  late  treaty.  It 
ceold  have  been  wished,  that  the  claims 
^  British  subjects  on  other  powers,  acting 
mder  the  control  of  France,  at  various 
periods,  who  had  confiscated  their  pro- 
perty, should  also  have  been  satisfied,  but 
dlis  could  not  be  efiected,  and  the  claim 
had  only  been  enforced  against  that  coun- 

?  which  had  acted  this  part  in  defiance 
a  solemn  treatv  existing  between  the 
two  nations,  which  treaty  had  been  con-  I 
ddded  with  the  family  now  happily  re-  i 
atored  to  the  throne  of  France.    The  fact ' 
af  die  treaty  in  question  having  been  made  < 
by  the  Bourbons,  had  furnished  him  (lord 
Castlereagh)  with  a  stong  argument  in 
fiivoor  of  the  claimants,  and  had  lafluenced 
the  decision  of  the  Fk'ench  government. 
In  this  instance,  as  in  every  other,  the 
aonduct  of  that  government  manifested  a 
iinoere  desire  to  fulfil  the  engagements 
lata  which  it  was  induced  to  enter ;  and 
k  was  but  the  day  before  yesterday,  that 
|m  had  received  a  letter  from  the  commis- 
sio|ieft  now  in  France,  hearing  testimony 
to  the  great   faimess  displayed  by  the 
f^enob  oommissioaers,  and  expressing  the 
utamtt  smiifainien  at  ik»  pcogiBM  akaady 
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made  in  the  business  whidi  they  were  ap* 
pointed  to  adjust.  |Ie  repeated  the  state- 
ment, that  such  was  the  conduct  of  the 
French  goverament  in  every  case.  What 
thev  had  engaged  to  do  was  noost  pon^ 
tually  performed,  and  they  were  not  ia 
;  arrear  for  one  single  payment  which  th^ 
had  agreed  to  make  to  any  of  the  allies^ 
With  respect  to  the  expense  of  the  coai- 
mission  for  prosecuting  the  claimants  oa 
account  of  property  which  bad  been 
placed  in  the  French  funds,  he  did  not 
think  the  country  would  complain  if  it 
were  called  upon  to  bear  the  whole  of  it 
At  the  same  time  he  had  coneidered  it  Is 
be  the  duty  of  government  to  guard 
this,  and  to  throw  the  charge  of  the 
mission  on  the  individuals  who  profited  by 
the  arrangement.  He  did  not  think  thef 
could  refuse  to  pay  this,  on  recoveriiy 
that  property  which  at  one  period  few 
expected  would  ever  be  restored  to  then. 
Mr.  Tiemey  thought  the  best  made  t£ 
arranging  this  busioess  would  have  beea 
to  have  made  it  a  condition  of  the  peace, 
that  so  many  millions  as  wera  due  on  tbii 
account  should  be  paid  by  France  to  Ei^ 
land.  He  had  never  heard  it  diapetai 
that  a  large  balance  was  due  to  this  cooa- 
try  in  1814>.  He  had  heard  it  amounted 
to  no  leas  than  7,000,00(M.  He  did  ast 
know  that  this  was  correct,  but  he  be- 
lieved this  sum  had  been  given  in  to  the 
French  government  in  1814,  as  that  whidi 
was  due  to  England.  Why  had  not  this 
demand  been  settled  at  once  ?  The  hcX 
was,  the  noble  lord  thought  it  impossible 
to  do  this,  and  obtain  a  large  sum  as  aa 
indemoity  at  the  same  time,  and  he  had 
thought  It  more  creditable  to  his  negoda* 
tion  that  the  indemnity  should  be  pressed, 
than  that  the  claims  of  the  British  cre- 
ditors should  be  enforced ;  seeing  that  he 
had  always  been  talking  of  *'  indemnity 
for  the  past,  and  security  for  the  future." 
The  noble  lord  had  tharefore  stipulated, 
that  a  sum  should  be  paid  to  this  country 
as  an  indemnity,  and  left  |1^  other  ques- 
tion to  be  subsequently  disciissed  by  com- 
missioners of  the  two  countries.  He  (Mr. 
Tiemey^  was  one  of  the  chunsants,  and 
though  a  would  be  speaking  against  hp 
own  interest,  he  must  say,  he  did  not 
know  why  his  claim  ought  to  be  raDSg- 
nieed  by  the  English  government.  The 
noble  lord  had  told  the  House,  that  the 
expense  of  the  army  stationed  pn  the 
French  frontier  was  Co  be  entirely  defrayed 
hy  the  government  of  France,  and  that 
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this  country  under  the  head  of  *'  Indem- 
nity.'' He  sliould  now  proceed  to  state 
to  the  House  what  was  the  real  result  of 
the  treaty  of  tlie  noble  lord  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view.  Of  the  sum  paid  as  an  in- 
demnity to  the  allies,  the  share  of  this 
country  was  120,000,000  of  livres.  Of 
these  the  government  had  thought  proper 
to  distribute  25,000,000  of  livres,  about 
1,080,000/.  sterling,  to  the  troops  engaged 
in  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  who  had 
been  present  at.  the  capture  of  Paris.  He 
had  some  objection  to  ministers  thus  taking 
upon  themselves  to  reward  the  army  ;  but 
on  this  subject  he  would  not  at  present 
enlarge.  All  he  should  say  was,  these 
twenty- five  millions  of  livres  thus  disposed 
of  had  not  been  carried  to  the  credit  of 
the  country.  These  put  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, the  total  sum  to  be  paid  by  France 
in  five  years,  including  the  charge  of  the 
army  stationed  on  her  frontier,  was 
153,000,000  of  francs.  On  this  head  there 
could  be  no  doubt  or  dispute.  This  sum, 
reduced  into  English  money,  amounted  to 
6398,000/.  This  was  the  sum  to  be  re- 
ceived from  France,  if  the  stipulated  pay- 
ments were  regularly  made  during  the  five 
years :  the  expense  thrown  on  this  coun- 
try by  the  army  to  be  kept  up  in  France 
(deducting  the  charge  for  additional  jpay 
on  account  of  lengtR  of  service)  amounted 
to  ;he.sum  of  ^2,000/.;  to  this  was  to 
be  added  the  charge  for  the  ordnance, 
107,000/.;  allowance  for  forage,  &c. 
30,000/.;  for  the  rations,  on  the  new  re- 
gulations, 30,000/.;  increased  allowances 
to  officers,  according  to  their  rank, 
30,000/. ;  hospitals  and  medicines,  20,000/. 
— ^making  in  all,  1,159,000/. 

It  would  thus  be  seen,  that  the  annual 
outgoings  occasioned  by  the  maintenance 
of  this  army ,  am  ounted  to  about  1 , 1 60,000/. , 
to  speak  in  round  numbers.  This  being 
the  annual  expense,  if  multiplied  by  five, 
it  would  give  a  total  charge  of  5,800,000/. 
to  be  incurred  by  the  country  on  this 
account  in  the  five  years.  Let  this 
5,800,000/.  be  set  against  the  6,398,000/. 
to  be  paid  by  France,  and  it  would  be 
seen,  that  the  whole  sum  which  this  coun- 
try would  receive  as  an  indemnity,  was 
598,000/.  This  was  the  sum  applicable 
to  the  service  of  the  country,  over  and 
above  the  outgoings  caused  by  the  main- 
tenance of  the  army  in  question.  We 
were  to  receive  as  an  indemnity  this 
598,000/.,  and  not  one  penny  more. — He 
had  been  a  little  staggered  at  findings  when 
the  ways  and  means  of  the  year  were 
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brought  forward,  no  mention^  made  of  the 
sums  to  be  received  from  France.  He 
could  now  account  for  the  omission.— He 
should  next  proceed  to  show  the  progress 
of  the  expense  in  the  five  years,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  indemnity  was  to  be 
received.  In  doing  this  he  should  correct 
a  gross  misconception  which  had  got 
abroad.  By  the  arrangement  made  with 
the  allies,  England,  in  the  present  year, 
would  receive  892,000/.;  tne  outgoings, 
he  had  shown,  would  t^e  1,160,000/.; 
here,  it  would  be  seen,  was  a  defiqiency 
of  276,000/. ;  in  the  next  year  we  should 
receive  still  less — the  sum  paid  by  France', 
would  be  but  595,000/.,  leaving  a  defi- 
ciency of  564,000/.,  and  making,  with  that 
of  the  present  year,  a  total  deficiency  in 
the  two  years  of  831,000/. 

But  the  noble  lord  said,  go  to  the  third 
year,  and  see  how  we  shall  get  on  then, 
when  we  are  to  receive  the  entire  propor- 
tion of  the  indemnity  to  be  paid  to  Eng- 
land.— In  the  third  year,  in  1818,  we 
should  receive  from  France  1,636,000/.; 
this  set  against  the  outgoings,  which  he 
had  stated  at  1,160,000/.,  gave  a  surplus 
of  476,000/. ;  this  deducted  from  the  de- 
ficiency on  the  two  years  of  831,000/.  left 
a  deficiency  on  the  first  three  years  of 
355,000/.  In  the  fourth  year  the  receipts 
would  be  the  same  as  in  the  third, 
1,636,000/.;  the  surplus,  476,000/.  De- 
duct from  this  the  deficiency  on  the  first 
three  years,  and  there  would  remain  an^ 
actual  surplus  of  121,000/. 

This  was  the  indemnity  of  which  the 
public  had  heard  so  much,  which  it  would 
be  seen  in  the  first  four  years  did  not  give 
5  per  cent,  interest  on  the  sums  which 
must  be  previously  advanced,  and  till  the 
fourth  year  nothing  would  in  fact  be  paid 
to  England.  In  the  fifth  year  we  should 
again  receive  1,636,000/.,  giving  a  surplus 
over  the  outgoings  of  476,0()0/. ;  this 
added  to  the  surplus  of  the  preceding  year 
of  121,000/.  made  a  total  surplus  of 
597,000/.  This  597,000/.  was  the  whole 
sum  which  we  should  receive  in  lieu  of 
the  indemnity  of  5,000,000/.  talked  of  by 
the  noble  lord.  These  figures,  he  be- 
lieved, could  not  be  overturned ;  and  this 
was  the  result  of  the  treaty  concluded  by 
the  noble  lord,  which  haa  been  so  much 
praised,  supposing  the  army  to  be  main- 
tained in  rrance  were  kept  up,  and  the 
payments  of  the  French  government  re- 
gularly made.  If,  unhappily,  the  rela« 
tions  of  amity  tow  established  should  ter- 
minate in  the  firsty  second,  or  third  year^ 

(4D) 
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the  balance,  instead  of  being  for,  must  be 
against  this  country. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  the  right 
hoD*  gentleman  had  not  given  due  atten- 
tion to  what  had  been  stated  by  him  on 
former  occasions.    He  had  never  enter- 
tained or- expressed  the  idea  that  the  con- 
tingent of  contribution  allotted  for  the 
use  of  our  troops  would  be  sufficient  for 
their  maintenance.     He  had  stated,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  contribution  supplied 
by  France  for  supporting  the  allied  army 
of  occupation  was  calculated  upon  the 
average  of  allowance  made  to  continental 
troops,  and  that  the  expenses  of  the  British 
army  would  exceed  that  average.    What 
he  contended  for  on  former  occasions,  and 
what  he  was  still  ready  to  maintain  was, 
BOt  that  a  large  sum  would  come  into  tlie 
pockets  of  the  public  from  the  French 
contributions,  but  that  the  ordinary  and 
extraordinary  advances  from  that  country 
would  enable  us  to  support  an  army  there 
for  securing  the  peace  of  Europe  without 
any  charge  upon  our  own  revenue.^  It 
was  no  small  sacrifice  to  France  to  be 
obliged  to  pay  30,000  men  for  the  general 
benefit ;  and  it  was  no  small  relief  to  our 
resources,  that  we  were  enabled  to  accom- 
plish this  end  without  incurring  any  ad- 
ditional expenditure.    Suppose  the  case 
had  been  different,  and  that  we  had  been 
required   to   kpep  the  same  number  of 
troops  on  foot  at  our  own  charge,  it  might 
still  nave  been  good  policy  to  have  done 
so,  but  it  certainly  would,  not  have  been 
so  advantageous.    !By  putting  this  suppo- 
sition to  ourselves,  the  benefit  of  the  pre- 
sent   arrangement    would    be    apparent* 
The  right  bon.  gentleman  was  inaccurate 
in  his  financial  statements,  as  might  be 
shown  by  entering  upon  them:    but  he 
(lord  C.J  would  not  do  so,  as  he  was  sa- 
tisfied, and  hoped  the  House  would  be  so, 
with  the  general  result.    When  he  men- 
tioned the  sum  of  153  millions  of  francs 
as  the  whole  of  the  French  contributions, 
he  had  forgotten  the  sums  raised  and  a^ 
plicable  to  the  service  of  the  country  be- 
fore the  signature  of  the  treaty.    He  would 
not,  however,  enter  into  these  details,  as 
all  that  he  contended  for  was  gained  by 
the  admission  that  we  could  support  our 
contingent  of  the   army  of  occupation 
without  imposing  new  burthens  upon  the 
country,  and  that  we  made  France  pay 
for  warding  off  the  danger  which  might 
be  apprehended  from  the  convulsions  to 
which  she  was  exposed. 
Mr.  Baring  said^  it  now  appeiared  at 
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last,  that  all  the  indemnity  obtained  from 
France  would  be  swallowed  up  in  the  main- 
tenance of  an  army,  kept  up  on  the  fron- 
tiers for  the  security  of  the    existing  go- 
vernment of  that  country.    The  house  had 
never  been  informed  of  the  result  of  our 
sacrifices,  in  figures,  in  the  clear  manner 
in  which  they  had  been  that  evening  bj 
his  right  hon.  friend.     He  considered  the 
arrangement  made  by  the  noble  lord  ob- 
jectionable in  every  point  of  view.    Est 
his  principal  object  for  now  troubling  the 
House  was,  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  more 
limited  subject  of  the  motion  4>f  his  hoo. 
friend.     The  manner  in  whicn  the  claims 
of  the  country  had  been  given  up,  was 
another  proof  of  the  easy  way  in  which 
the  property  of  the  country  was   usually 
thrown  away ;  and  he  thought  that  nothing 
could  be  more  clear  than  thaC  the  noble 
lord  had  been  over-reached  in  the  negoci- 
ation  of  these  money  matters  by  the  go- 
vernment of  France.    Whep  the  treaues 
were  discussed,  this  subject  had   been  so' 
much  smothered  in  other  more  important 
matters,  that  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to  get  the  House  to  attend  td4t.  The  retom 
now  moved  for,  would  throw  light  on  the 
subject.    Besides  giving  up  the  expense 
of  maintaining  all  tne  prisoners  of  war  of 
France,  we  had  also  given  up  the  charge 
for  recovering  the  French  colonies  af^er 
the  return  of  Buonaparte  from  £lba,  for. 
the  French  government.    He  believed,  if 
the  account  were  made  out  with  any  tole- 
rable degree  of  fairness,  that  the  balance 
due  to  this  country  would  amount  to  a 
very  large  sum  indeed,  from  the  immense 
number  of  prisoners   maintained  by  us. 
The  noble  lord  had  stated  the  di£Bcufty  of 
making  out  any  account  between  the  two 
countries  on  this  subject,  from  the  French 
in  their  claims  choosing  to  consider  many 
persons  prisoners  whom  we  did  not  consi- 
der as 'such.    But  even  if  we  were  to  have 
given  any  sum  proved  to  have  been  paid 
by  the  French  government  in  maintenance 
of  persons  detained  W  them  as  prisoners, 
still  no  sum  which  could  have  been  claimed 
from  the  noble  lord,  would  have  amounted 
to  a  tenth  part  of  the  sum  due  to  this 
country.    The  great  mass  of  the  persons 
detained  were  travellers  moving  about  for 
amusement,  who  could  not  have  been  ^edi 
and  clothed  as  prisoners  of  war.     There 
dould  not  have  been  5000  of  them,  fdr 
whom  any  actual  expense  was  incurred* 
He  could  not  help  thmking  that  tlie  noble 
lord  had  brought  forward  these  English 
travellers  detained,  by  way  of  hiding  the 
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real  question  from  them.  With  respect 
to  the  property  of  British  subjects  said  to 
have  been  secured  by  lord  Auckland's 
treaty  of  1786,  he  contended  that  even  if 
this  property  were  so  secured,  it  was  un- 
warrantable to  give  up  the  property  of  the 
public  for  the  sake  oi  sums  due  to  indivi- 
duals. But  in  this  case  there  was  not  a 
shadow  of  claim  under  lord  Aukland's 
treaty.  The  great  mass  of  the  British 
claims  was  for  property  vested  in  the 
French  funds.  The  French  government, 
either  from  necessity  or  from  revolutionary 
principles,  had  reduced  their  debt  to  one 
third  of  its  amount ;  but  this  measure  had 
not  been  applied  to  British  subjects  alone, 
but  to  every  person  having  money  in  the 
French  funds,  natives  as  well  as  foreigners. 
The  noble  lord  had  set  up  a  claim  for  the 
British  subjects  for  the  two-thirds  retained 
from  them ;  but  he  did  not  see  why  a  dis- 
tinction should  be  made  in  the  case  of 
British  subjects,  any  more  than  in  the 
case  of  Germans,  Dutch,  or  Italians.  But 
the  principal  reason  why  he  objected  to 
the, enforcing  these  claims  was,  that  it  es- 
tablished a  principle  of  interference  which 
might  afterwards  be  applied  against  our- 
selves. Supposing  any  arrangement  were 
to  become  necessary  with  respect  to  our 
public  debt— the  deferring  the  payment 
of  the  interest,  or  reducing  the  rate — 
f  hould  foreign  governments  be  allowed  to 
interfere  on  the  part  of  their  subjects  hav- 
ing money  in  our  funds  i 
-  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  refrain  from  observing,  that  among  the 
many  singular  circumstances  that  marked 
the  conduct  of  the  hon.  members  opposite, 
there  were  none  more  singular  than  the 
accusations  which  they  had  that  night  pre- 
ferred against  his  majesty's  government 
on  the  subject  now  under  discussion. 
The  £rst  accusation  was  that  government 
hadv  not  enforced  against  France  those 
claims  which  ought  to  have  been  made 
for  the  sums  expended  in  the  maintenance, 
pf  the  French  prisoners  in  this  country. 
He  did  not  see  on  what  general  principle 
it  was  that  such  a  claim  should  be  enforced 
in  a  treaty  of  peace.  Was  it  ever  urged 
as  a  censure  against  the  ministry  that  had 
concluded  the  triumphant  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  that  such  a  claim  had  not  been 
insisted  upon  in  it  ?  Was  the  treaty  with 
•France  in  1763  ever  complained  of  on  this 
j^ccount?  In  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  last  treaty  had  been  made  with 
France,  it  was  to  be  recollected,  that  if  our 
attitude  during  the  negociations  were  vic- 


torious—-if  our  situation  were  such  tliat 
we  were  capable  of  dictating  the  terms  of 
*the  treaty,  the  other  allied  powers  were 
in  exactly  the  same  advantageous  situa- 
tion ;  yet  they  had  asserted  no  such  claim. 
Even  Russia,  for  instance,  although  from 
the  events  of  the  war  she  must  have  main- 
tained such  a  number  of  French  prisoners 
as  cost  her  several  millions,  had  made  no 
such  claim.  But  besides  this,  our  claim 
on  this  account  would  have  been  one  which 
could  not  have  been  estimated  without  the 
greatest  difficulty — the  amount  of  which 
it  would  have  taken  several  years  to  ascer- 
tain. And  then  it  was  to  be  balanced 
aeainst  the  similar  claims  on  the.  part  of 
Irance ;  and  the  statement  of  these  would 
have  been  attended  with  still  greater  di£» 
ficulties,  on  account  of  the  great  number 
of  prisoners  which  she  had  made  of  foreign 
troops,  fighting  in  the  pay  or  under  the 
standiard  of  this  country.  There  were  no 
fewer  than  100,000  Spaniards  taken  pri- 
soners in  the  last  war,  for  whose  mainte- 
nance the  French^  government  might  ad- 
vance a  claim  on  ours.  He  begged  that 
an  these  circumstances  might  be  duly 
weighed.  It  was  by  the  treaty  of  1814, 
and  not  by  that  of  1815,  that  the  transac- 
tions relative  to  the  prisoners  had  been  ar- 
ranged ;  and  by  it  the  claims  of  the  Bri- 
tish creditors  had  been  accepted  as  a  com- 
pensation for  the  maintenance  of  the  French 
prisoners.  This  arrangement  was  com- 
pleted by  the  treaty  of  1815,  and  the  mea- 
sures were  actually  settled  by  which  the 
payments  were  to  be  made  for  the  benefit 
of  the  British  creditors.  Commissionecs 
had  been  appointed  for  this  purpose,  and 
the  sum  of  70,000,000  of  livres  had  already 
been  actually  paid  into  the  hands  of  these 
commissioners.  Considering  the  situation 
in  which  we  stood,  by  the  number  of 
troops  which  we  kept  in  the  French  terri- 
tories at  the  expense  of  France,  and  the 
number  of  fortresses  in  that  country  which 
we  occupied,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
see  what  more  beneficial  arrangement 
could  have  been  made.  If  France  com-' 
pleted  the  payments  of  the  contributions, 
there  would  be  a  surplus  in  our  favoiir  af- 
ter defraying  the  expense  of  the  mainte- 
nance of  our  troops. — ^With  respect  to 
what  had  been  said  of  sums  expended  by 
us  in  fitting  out  expeditions  to  recover  the 
French  colonies  after  the  landing  of  Buo- 
naparte, it  was  founded  entirely  upon  mis- 
take. No  such  expeditions  had  ever  been 
actually  sent  from  this  country.  All  that 
had  been  done  was  to  cause  some  of  the 
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French  colonies  to  be  occupied  by  the 
British  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
them  — As  to  the  arrangement  made  with 
respect  to  tbose  persons  who  had  property 
▼ested  in  the  French  funds,  it  was  certainly 
true  that  no  deduction  had  been  made 
from  their  claims  of  the  two-thirds  which 
had  been  lo{:t  by  all  the  public  creditors  of 
France,  in  consequence  of  that  revolu- 
tionary operation  called  the  tiers  cassS. 
The  British  creditors  of  the  French  nation 
had  been  treated  exactly  in  the  same  way 
as  the  French  subjects  had  been  treated 
who  vested  their  money  in  the  British 
funds ;  for  as  with  respect  to  the  latter  no 
Charge  had  been  made  for  those  taxes 
which  had  been  borne  by  the  British  sub- 
^Jects,  so  with  respect  to  the  former  no  de- 
duction had  been  made  for  that  loss  which 
had  been  sustained  by  the  public  creditors 
of  France  from  the  operations  on  the 
French  funds  during  the  revolution.  H6 
knew  no  principle  of  greater  equity  than 
that  which  had  been  acted  upon  in  this 
case.  As  for  the  motion  now  before  the 
House,  it  was  so  worded  as  to  assume  the 
fact,  that  a  balance  had  actually  been 
struck,  and  some  sum  found  to  be  due  to 
this  country  by  France;  which  was  not 
the  fact,  as  no  such  balance  had  been 
made  There  could  be  no  objection  to 
furnish  the  House  with  such  papers  as 
would  contain  the  necessary  information 
on  this  subject,  and  therefore  if  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  alter  the  words  of  the 
motion  so  as  not  to  assume  the  fact  of  a 
balance  having  been  struck,  it  could  meet 
with  no\>pposition. 

Mr.  Hammersley  said,  that  as  far  as  he 
understood  the  treaty  of  1786,  it  contained 
not  one  word  respecting  the  claims  of 
British  proprietors  of  French  stock.  His 
objection  to  the  measure  was,  that  it  was 
giving  up  without  any  sufficient  reason  a 
sum  which  was  clearly  due  by  France  to 
this  country.  As  to  the  objection  to  the 
motion  from  the  way  in  which  it  was 
worded,  he  did  not  see  that  it  was  just. 

Lord  Castlerengh  said,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man must  be  aware,  that  there  was  a 
great  difference  between  making  and  reco- 
vering a  demand.  The  treaty  negotiated  by 
lord  Auckland  in  17n6,  contained  a  clause 
which  he  conceived  must  have  escaped 
the  hon.  gentleman's  attention,  and  which 
provided  for  the  security  of  British  holders 
of  stock  agninst  all  sequestration  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government;  and  it 
was  upon  this  principle  that  the  stipulation 
ef  the  treaty  of  1815  was  iatroduced. 
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Mr.  Brougham  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  very  rash  conces- 
sion made  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, in  his  speech  upon  this  question, 
namely,  that  there  was  any  resemblanoe 
between  that  nefarious  breach  of  faith  with 
the  public  creditor  of  France,  which  had 
been  made  under  the  name  of  the  heri« 
casse^  and  the  tax  which  was  laid  upon  tbe 
holders  of  stock  in  this  country.  Nomao 
could  suspect  him  of  any  partiality  to  the 
income  tax ;  but  really  when  he  heard  anr 
expression  let  fall  with  respect  to  it  whidi 
could  be  construed  intaa  compariscm  b^ 
tween  it  and  a  notoriously  dishonest  act, 
by  which  the  public  creditor  of  France 
was  deprived  of  two-thirds  of  his  property 
— a  comparison  which  would  be  most 
gladly  hid  hold  of  in  France — he  could 
not  let  it  pass  without  notice. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  should  be  quite  misunderstood  if  he 
was  supposed  to  have  intended  to  make 
the  slightest  comparison  between  taxatioB 
in  Great  Britain  and  the  revolutionsry 
trick  by  which  the  French  stockholder 
had  been  deprived  of  two  thirds  of  hit 
property.  The  latter  was  a  complete 
Dreach  of  faith — an  act  of  flagrant  hank* 
ruptcy;  the  former  was  a  matter  of  g^ 
neral  contribution,  sanctioned  by  law, 
founded  upon  justice,  and  every  sound 
principle  of  national  policy.  What  be 
meant  to  state  was  this,  that  one  ground 
of  claim  by  British  subjectMo  receive  tbe 
whole  amount  of  the  sums  which  they 
had  invested  in  the  French  funds,  was  tbe 
extreme  liberality  by  which  foreigners 
were  exempted  from  the  payment  of 
taxes  on  those  sums  which  they  vested  in 
the  British  funds.  As  the  hon.  gentleman 
declined  making  any  alteration  in  his  mo- 
tion, he  found  it  his  duty  to  propose  the 
following  amendment — that  the  account 
to  be  presented  should  be,  *'  of  tbe  sums 
claimed  in  1814  and  1815,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  prisoners  of  war  by  Great  Bri- 
tain from  France,  and  by  France  from 
Great  Britain." 

Mr.  Tierney  wished  to  know  in  what 
the  amendment  differed  from  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  difference  was  this,  that  the  amend- 
ment brought  into  notice  the  claims  of  the 
French  government. 

Mr.  Tierney. — Were  these  claims  made 
for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  (^  war 
during  the  time  of  Buonapart6  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.r^Thej 
were  the  claims  ms^e  in  18}4. 
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Mr.  Tierney. — I  should  like  to  know 
What  claims  were  made  on  this  account  in 
the  negotiations  for  peace  with  Buona- 
parte. It  would  be  curious  to  see  what 
difTerence  there  is  between  the  claims  of  a 
legitimate  and  an  illegitimate  government. 

Lord  Castlereagh.  I  see  no  reason  why 
the  curiosity  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
may  not  be  gratified  on  this  point. 

llie  followine  motion  was  at  length 
agreed  to :  '*  That  there  be  laid  be&re 
this  House,  an  account  or  estimate  of 
sums  claimed  in  1814  and  1815  by  the 
British  government  from  the  government 
of  France  on  account  of  the  maintenance 
of  prisoners  of  war,  and  of  the  sums 
claimed  from  the  British  government  by 
the  French  government  on  the  like  ac- 
count, at  any  period  within  the  last  ten 
years,  distinguiiihing  the  dates  of  such 
claims,  and  their  amount  respectively/ 


» 


Pay  of  the  Navy.]  Mr.  Forbes 
moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
House,  *<  a  return  of  the  duties  performed 
by  the  several  officers  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  paymaster-general  upon  the 
different  foreign  stations,  with  an  account 
of  their  salaries  and  establishments."  His 
object  in  moving  for  this  account  was,  to 
see  whether  some  arrangement  .night  not 
be  made  for  paying  the  navy  on  foreign 
stations.  According  to  the  present  sys- 
tem, neither  officers  nor  common  sailors 
ip  the  naty  received  any  pay  upon  foreign 
stations,  in  consequence  of  which  they 
were  exposed  to  the  utmost  inconve- 
nience. He  understood,  that  the  business 
of  the  paymasters  of  the  army  on  foreign 
stations  were  now  principally  transacted 
by  the  commissariat,  and,  therefore,  as  the 
establishment  of  the  paymasters-general 
were  to  be  supported  during  peace,  he 
thonght  they  might  very  conveniently  be 
employed  in  affording  the  navy  the  advan- 
tage which  was  enjoyed  by  the  army,  of 
receiving  their  pay  on  foreign  stations. 

Sir  Charles  Pole  acknowledged  that  the 
public  was  much  indebted  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  proposed  this  motion  for  his 
zeal  in  endeavouring  to  secure  for  the 
navy  all  possible  advantages.  But  when 
he  adverted  to  the  object  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's motion,  which  he  understood  to 
be  to  introduce  some  measure  for  paying 
seamen  employed  on  foreign  stations 
through  the  medium  of  the  pa3rmasters  of 
the  army,  he  considered  it  to  be  both  use- 
less and  dangerous.  By  the  allotment  act 
eae  half  of  the  pay  was  set  aside  for  the 


support^of  the  seaman's  wife  and  famDy,  and 
one  third  was  allowed  to  be  taken  out  by 
himself  in  slops,  besides  an  additional  sum 
for  tobacco.  Even  if  the  plan  were  de« 
sirable,  could  the  country  support  the 
expense  of  sending  paymasters  to  every 
part  of  the  world?  He  doubted  muco 
whether  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the 
private  interests  of  the  sailor,  but  he  was 
sure,  that  in  a  military  'point  of  view,  it 
might  be  productive  of  the  most  serious 
consequences  to  the  country.  It  might 
lead  to  a  detention  of  the  men  in  every 
port  which  a  vessel  of  war  should  enter. 
Much,  he  believed,  remained  to  be  done 
in  puttine  the  navy  on  a  proper  footine ; 
but  no  advantage,  tie  was  convinced,  could 
accrue  from  the  plan  of  the  hon*  gen- 
tleman. 

Admiral  Hope  had  no  objection  to  the 
motion,  so  far  as  it  went ;  but  as  to  the 
ulterior  object  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  it 
was  a  thing  so  completely  out  of  the  Ques- 
tion, that  after  the  able  statement  or  the 
gallant  admiral  who  spoke  last,  he  would 
not  have  troubled  the  House  at  all,  only 
he  wished  to  mention  an  instance  which 
would  show  the  advantages  of  the  present 
arrangement,  as  to  the  mode  of  paymg  the 
navy.  When  the  British  fleet,  under  lord 
St.  Vincent,  was  lying  off  Cadiz,  the 
French  fleet  put  to  sea,  and  within  twenty- 
four  hours  the  British  s<}uadron  was  in 
pursuit  of  it.  Whereas,  if  the  arrange- 
ment which  the  hon.  gentleman  talked  of 
had  been  adopted,  and  if  the  fleet  was  to 
have  received  their  pay  at  that  time,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  our  fleet 
on  that  occasion  to  have  been  ready  to  go 
after  the  French  squadron  before  the  end 
of  three  weeks,  by  whiph  time  it  would 
have  been  too  late.  At  present,  the  sailor 
had  the  means  of  appropriating  his  pay  to 
the  support  of  his  wire  and  family,  or 
parents,  while  he  himself  was  on  foreim 
service,  and  at  the  same  time  wanted  tor 
none  of  the  necessaries  which  he  required, 
whereas  the  effect  of  paying  sailors  on 
foreign  stations  would  be  to  tempt  them 
to  squander  their  money,  and  to  forget 
their  wives  and  children  at  home. 

Mr.  Rose  saw  no  objection  to  the  mo- 
tion; but  the  arrangement  contemplated 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  was  utterly  imprac- 
ticable, and  very  unadvisable  even  if  it 
could  possibly  be  adopted.  He  could  not 
refrain  from  once  more  noticing,  that  it 
was  a  most  imprudent  thing  for  members 
to  bring  forward  motions  on  such  a  sub- 
ject aft  thiS|  without  fumishing  themselves 
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with  tlie  necessary  information ;  because, 
when  such  motions  were  rejected  by  the 
House,  and  the  news  of  their  being  nega-  * 
tived  was  heard  by  sailors,  they  were,  of 
course,  apt  to  think  that  their  interests 
bad  been  neglected.  At  the  same  time, 
he  gave  the  hon.  gentleman  credit  for 
endeavouring  to  effect  what  he  conceived 
was  a  measure  which  would  do  good  to 
the  ndvy ;  but  it  was  a  thing  quite  imprac- 
ticable. 

.  Sir  G.  Warrender  only  objected  to  the 
motion  because  it  was  the  first  step 
towards  a  measure  which  was  utterly  im- 
practicable. All  such  propositions  brought 
before  the  House  unadvisedly,  and  with- 
out due  information,  produced  very  mis- 
chievous effects.  He  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment, ^*  That  the  House  should  pass  to 
the  other  orders  of  the  day." 

Mr.  Forbes  feared  he  should  appear 
presumptuous  in  adhering  to  his  opinions, 
aninst  the  authority  of  so  many  persons 
of  high  rank  in  the  profession.  He  was 
fortified,  however,  by  what  he  knew  to  be 
the  sentiments  of  other  officers  of  equal 
rank,  character,  and  experience.  He  con- 
ceived it  to  be  a  libel  on  the  character  of 
the  British  sailor  to  say,  that  if  he  were 
entitled  to  receive  his  money,  he  would 
not  fight  the  enemies  of  his  country  with- 
out it.  Was  it  not  hard  that  he  should  be 
compelled  to  serve  five  or  seven  years  on 
a  foreign  station,  and  during  that  period 
not  be  permitted  to  draw  a  shilling  of  his 
pay,  except  in  slops,  which  he  was  obliged 
to  sell  at  half  their  price  ?  The  army  were 
in  a  different  situation,  and  all  he  wished 
was  to  see  the  same  system  applied  to  the 
navy*  He  proposed  only  to  suffer  the 
aailor  to  draw  a  proportion  of  his  pay, 
either  twice  or  three  times  a  year.  If 
Vttch  a  plan  was  not  applicable  to  the  pri- 
vate seaman,  there  was  at  least  no  neces- 
sity for  not  extending  it  to  the  officers, 
aome  of  whom  were  allowed  to  draw  on 
the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  but  at  a 
heavy  discount. 

Admiral  Moorsom  concurred  in  opinion 
with  those  hon.  members  who  had  op- 
posed the  hon.  gentleman's  proposition. 

Mr.  JViUiam  Smith  was  of  opinion  that 
the  justice  of  the  case  was  on  the  side  of 
the  hon.  mover's  argument.  It  was  not 
aurprising  to  him  that  honourable  offi- 
cers should  be  prejudiced  against  any  in- 
novation propoMd  in  the  practice  of  a 
profession  in  which  they  had  been  so  long 
and  so  honourably  distinguished.  There 
might  still  be  some  points  i^n  which  im- 
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provemcnt  was  desirable.  Instead  of  fe- 
pulsing  every  proposal  of  thia  nature,  he 
could  wish  to  see  them  attentively  investi- 
gated by  those  to  whom  the  aMiinistra- 
tion  of  naval  affiurs  was  confided.  To  him 
there  appeared  to  be  too  much  of  coercioD 
in  the  system,  and  he  thought  it  deairaUt 
that  the  men  should  be  more  attached  to 
their  service. 

Sir  C.  Pole  said,  that  it  was  aaaumings 
gross  breach  of  discipline  among  the  sea- 
men t9  suppose  the^r  sold  their  nece«anci 
It  was  no  new  thmg  for  seamen  to  re- 
fuse to  go  to  sea  when  they  were  entitled 
to  pay.  Not  that  he  supposed  thej  would 
refuse  to  go  (^ut  with  the  certain^  of 
meeting  an  enemy— but  thia  waa  only  so 
extraordinary  event,  while  the  ordinaiy 
and  more  laborious  business  of  the  service 
was  just  as  necessary  to  be  performed*  It 
was  true,  coercion  was  employed  in  Hat 
naval  service,  but  it  was  necessary.  There 
was  nothing  so  delightful  in  a  man  of  war 
that  men  would  enter  without  coercioo; 
but  the  state  of  the  navj^  during  the  \mx 
ten  years,  and  the  emptiness  of  the  hos- 
pitals, proved  that  the  men  were  not  badly 
used.  If  the  system  of  paying  men  abroad 
was  adopted,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
carry  public  accountants,  of  whom  he  bad 
no  great  opinion,  all  over  the  world.  He 
saw  no  reason,  however,  why  those  offi- 
cers who  were  allowed  to  draw  for  their 
pay  should  lose  by  the  exchange. 

Sir  G^*Warrender  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment, and  said  he  should  vote  for  the  re- 
jection of  the  motion,  as  the  information 
required  by  it  was  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 

Silver  Currency.]  Mr.  Gre»/W/ said, 
he  had  before  called  the  attention  of  tbe 
House  to  the  disgraceful  state  of  the  silver 
currenc}'.  It  was  well  known  that  in 
change  for  a  pound  note  persons  usually 
received  one  half  in  French  coin,  and  the 
other  half  |>erhaps  in  counterfeit  coin 
made  at  home.  From  a  conversation  with 
an  eminent  French  merchant,  he  had  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  within  the  last  twelve 
months  not  less  than  200,000/.  woftti  of 
12  and  21<  sous  pieces  bad  been  imp<Nted 
into  this  country.  It  was  not  aurprising 
that  this  great  importation  shoula  have 
taken  place^  when  it  was  known  that  there 
was  a  profit  of  20  per  cent,  on  these 
transactions.  There  was  now  no  reason 
whatever  that  the  silver  currency  should 
continue  in  this  debased  state,  bf^fuitft 
that  very  day  silver/  was  at  the  naint  prfape. 
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He  believed  there  was  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment existing,  which  stood  in  the  way  of 
coining  shillings  and  sixpences  an^  where 
but  at  the  mint,  which  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  repeal,  as  a  preliminary  step  to 
the  remedy  which  it  was  proposed  to  ap- 
ply. '  He  concluded  by  moving,  "  That 
there  be  laid  before  this  House,  an  ac- 
count of  all  foreign  gold  and  silver  coin 
and  bullion  imported  into  this  kingdom 
from  the  1st  of  January  1810  to  the  latest 
period,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  made 
up,  distinguishing  each  year,  and  distin- 
guishing Uie  coin  iVora  the  bullion." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  return  would  be  necessarily  imperfect, 
as  there  was  no  duty  paid  on  Uie  importa- 
tion of  these  articles. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  he  had  expected  from 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  some 
assurance  of  relief  to  the  country,  from 
the  nuisance  and  disgrace  under  which  it 
laboured  a^  present,  from  the  state  of  the 
silver  coinage.  He  hoped  something 
would  be  done  on  the  subject,  before  the 
close  of  the  session.  A  measure  which  he 
should  suggest,  would  be  to  alter  the 
standard  of  the  silver  currency,  so  that  it 
might  not  be  carried  out  of  the  country  on 
every  slight  variation  of  the  price  of  that 
metal.  No  inconvenience  would  result 
from  this,  because  gold  should  always  be 
looked  upon  as  the  real  standard  of  value. 
By  a  reduction  of  the  silver  coin,  to  the 
amount  of  10  per  cent,  the  object  which 
he  had  in  view  would  be  answered,  and 
the  expense  of  calling  in  some  of  the  pre- 
sent currency  would  be  defrayed.  This 
measure  would  require  to  be  preceded  by 
a  committee.  No  time  should  be  lost  in 
taking  some  step,  and  in  letting  the  people 
know  that  the  foreign  coin  which  was  now 
in  circulation  would  not  always  be  suffered 
to  pass  current.  He  understood  that  the 
government  was  now  in  possession  of  a 
great  sum  of  silvtr,  by  which,  as  by  many 
of  their  speculations,  they  were  likely  to 
be  great  losers ;  but  this  would  facilitate  a 
new  coinage.  He  hoped  that  when  the 
coinage  took  place,  the  mint  officers  would 
pay  some  attention  to  their  work,  and  take 
some  pains  to  understand  what  coinage 
was.  We  had  a  building  that  cost  2  or 
300,000/.,  and  a  large  establishment,  yet 
such  was  the  disgraceful  state  of  it,  that 
when  they  had  a  few  tokens  to  make,  the 
officers  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  and 
after  many  attempts  all  the  dies  were 
broken  up.  In  coining  gold  for  France, 
they  had  not  improved  their  reputation, 


and  had  conchided  by  blowing  up  the 
mint  itself.    He  hoped  the  mastpr  of  the 
mint  would  think  it  worth  his  while  to 
know  a  little  of  his  business. 
The  motion  was  carried. 

Navy  Estimates.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  being  read,  for  taking  into  further 
consideration  the  resolution  which,  upon 
the  1st  instant,  was  reported  from  the 
committee  of  supply,  relating  to  the  sala* 
Hes  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  admi- 
ralty office,  for  1816:  the  House  pro* 
ceeded  to  take  the  said  resolution  mto 
further  consideration. 

Lord  Folkestone  rose  to  state,  that  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Brougham) 
"who  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to 
make  a  motion  on  the  subject  of  the  civil 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  was  prevented  firom 
doing  so  by  unavoidable  absence,  but 
meant  to  bring  it  in  a  regular  shape  before 
the  House  after  the  holydays. 

Sir  Charles  Pole  eicpressed  his  convic- 
tion of  the  necessity  of  great  reductions  of 
expenditure,  to  enable  the  country  to  go 
on  at  all.  He  adverted  to  the  amount  of 
the  superannuation  and  half-pay  for  the 
navy  in  1791,  as  compared  with  what  it 
was  at  present.  At  the  former  period  the 
superannuation  and  half-pay  estimate 
amounted  only  to  211,000/.,  while  now 
it  was  1,279,841/.  being  an  increase  of 
more  than  six  times  its  former  amount. 
He  dwelt  upon  the  necessity  of  appointing 
a  committee  to  revise  the  whole  system  of 
the  superannuation  and  half-pav  both  of 
the  navy  and  army,  as  compared  with  each 
other. 

The  report  was  agreed  to.  The  report 
of  the  committee  of  supply  relative  to  the 
salaries  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
navy  office  for  1816  was  next  taken  into 
consideration. 

Sir  Charles  Po/^  said,  that  notwithstand^ 
ing  the  assertion  of  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
on  a  former  night,  that  all  the  accounts  of 
this  office  were  settled,  he  would  affirm 
that  not  one  single  ship's  pay-book,  had 
been  made  up  and  finally  settled  since  the 
year  1786.  It  must  be  manifest,  however, 
to  the  House,  that  there  .was  no  check 
whatever  on  the  clerks  in  this  office  until 
the  pay-books  of  the  different  ships  were 
made  up  and  complete.  He  declared  his 
intention  of  moving  for  an  account  of  the 
pay-books  that  had  been  settled  since  the 
period  he  had  mentioned* 

Mr.  Rose  said,  his  assertion  on  a  former 
night  was;  that  the  books  in  his  office  were 
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nine  years  in  arrear  when  he  entered  it ; 
that  these  arrears  had  been  brought  up, 
and  that  the  accounts  were  now  audited 
up  to  the  very  latest  period.  He  was 
perfectly  willing  that  the  hon.  admiral 
should  move  for  any  accounts  he  pleased 
on  the  subject. 

Sir  C.  PoU  replied,  that  the  books  he 
meant  were  (be  pay-books  of  every  ship 
in  the  service,  it  was  evident  that  the 
only  effectual  check  which  the  public  had 
on  the  clerks  of  the  navy  pay  office  was, 
these  books,  not  one  of  which,  he  would 
venture  to  say,  kad  been  passed  during  the 
whole  of  last  war. 

Mr.  Rose  asked,  was  he  then  to  under- 
stand from  the  hon.  admiral  that  no  ship- 
books  had  been  made  up  since  the  year 

1786? 

Sir  C.  PoU  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Hie  Report  was  then  agreed  to.  On 
the  motion,  that  the  resolution  of  supply, 
for  defraying  half  pay,  superannuation, 
allowances,  and  pensions,  to  officers  of  his 
majesty's  navy  and  royal  marines,  their 
widows,  and  relatives,  for  1816,  be  now 
read. 

Sir   Charles  Pole  observed,    that  the 

Question  had  often  been  discussed  in  that 
louse  as  to  what  should  be  the  extent  of 
allowance  for  retirement  from  office.  It 
must  be  well  known  to  gentlemen  conver- 
sant with  the  public  departments,  that 
there  were  two  causes  for  the  retirement 
of  individuals  from  office,  the  one  arising 
from  their  incompetency  to  perform  the 
duties,  and  who  ought  never  to  have 
been  appointed;  the  other  arising  from 
having  served  honourably  and  faithfully  a 
long  series  of  years.  In  the  estimate  now 
on  the  table  superannuations  appear,  in 
some  instances,  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
greatest  salary  and  allowances  given  to 
the  individual  in  full  execution  of  his 
office ; — in  no  case  had  this  House  autho- 
rized such  extravagance  and  misapplica- 
tion of  the  public  money.  The  instances 
in  the  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand 
were  notorious.  If  the  House  looked  to 
the  2nd  line  of  the  35th  page,  they  would 
see  700/.  to  a  commissioner  of  the  navy ; 
if  they  carry  their  examination  a  little 
lower  down  in  the  same  page,  they  would 
find  the  wife  of  that  commissioner  receiv- 
ing at  the  same  period  300/.  per  annum, 
making  the  full  amount  of  the  salary  of  a 
commissioner  of  the  navy ; — proceeding  a 
little  further  with  this  estimate,  they  would 
find  a  commissioner  superannuated,  after  a 
very  few  years  service  on  I|0Q0/.  per  annum; 
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and  in  the  same  page  they  would  find  this 
individual  receiving  from  the  public  500/. 
more,  making  the  sum  of  five  hundred  per 
annum  more  than  the  salary  of  a  commit* 
sioner  in  activity.  It  was  possible  the 
abilities  of  this  gentleman  were  beyond 
the  scope  and  understanding  of  his  coI> 
leagues,  and  therefore  it  might  be  neces- 
sarv  to  remove  him;  but  surely*  the  public 
had  a  right  to  complain  of  such  misms- 
nagement  of  the  resources  of  the  country. 
These,  and  many  such  instances,  were  to 
be  found  in  this  estimate*  and  being  there 
he  humbly  submitted  to  the  House  tbe 
necessity  of  a  revision  of  theniy  or  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire,  in  order  to  prefect 
such  misapplication  in  future.  The  hoo. 
admiral  then  adverted  to  the  army  esti* 
mates,  and  said  it  was  impossible  to  con- 
pare  the  one  with  the  other,  without  expe- 
riencing the  most  distressing  and  degradiog 
feelings  at  the  difference  which  the  services 
of  the  one  were  estimated  when  compared 
with  the  other.  He  instanced  the  case  of 
the  widow  of  capt.  Harvey,  who  com- 
manded the  Brunswick  in  the  ever  memo- 
rable and  glorious  first  of  June  :  the  wkiov 
of  that  officer,  who  was  selected  to  secood 
the  great  and  good  lord  Howe,  in  his  gsl* 
lant  achievement  of  forcing  4he  enemji 
line — the  widow  of  that  officer,  who  M 
in  the  execution  of  his  brave  admiralV 
order, — mark,  then,  how  bitter  is  the  com- 
parison ;— the  widow  of  captain  Harvey  aod 
her  child  shall  have  125/.  per  annum..  Tlie 
widow  and  children  of  the  Keut.  colonel 
of  the  20th  regiment,  commanding  the 
troops  at  Washington,  shall  have  l^lOOl. 
Nay,  the  relatives  of  major-general  Brock 
shall  have  800/. — It  was  unnecessary  to 
trouble  the  House  with  reciting  many 
other  cases  of  a  similar  nature,  such  as  the 
widows  of  captains  Duff  and  Cooke,  whose 
husbands  fell  in  the  battle  of  Trafalgar. 
One  very  recent  instance  appeared— a 
gallant  young  officer,  who  was  but  lately  a 
member  of  this  House,  and  who  fell  on  the 
same  service  as  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Ron, 
— the  widow  of  the  one  had»  as  above 
stated,  the  widow  of  the  sea  officer,  200/.  I 
Such  a  disproportion  was  not,  he  thought, 
to  be  borne :  it  was  for  this,  as  well  as  for 
many  other  reasons,  that  he  entreated  tbe 
House  either  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
examine  the  superannuations  of  the  two 
services,  or  undertake  to  revise  the  present 
estimate.  Proceeding  to  another  branch,^ 
namely,  the  superannuations  of  petty  offi- 
cers—however friendly  he  had  through 
life  been  to  this  meritorious  class,  he  must 
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8By»  that  tinletf  the  warrant  oiBcers  ttiper* 
EDOuations  were  considerably  augmented^ 
the  petty  officers  were  extravagantly  high ; 
for  as  they  now  stand,  the  petty  officer 
might  receive 54/*per annum,  whilst  the 
pay  of  a  warrant  officer  of  a  third  rate  did 
not  exceed  86/*  or  S9/.  Upon  the  whole 
he  was  most  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
unless  the  system  was  generally  revised 
by  persons  competent  to  the  undertaking, 
the  public  would  have  great  reason  to 
complain  of  the  w|uteful  and  unwarrant- 
able expenditure,  and  the  individuals*  in 
many  instances,  would  be  left  to  suffin* 
under  the  greatest  injustice. 

Mr.  Croker  thought  it  impossible  to 
listen  to  the  hon.  admiral's  statement  with- 
out the  deepest  interest,  and  without  ad- 
miring the  temperate  manner  in  which  he 
had  made  it.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
Che  House  would  not  be  displeased,  if  he 
undertook  to  show  that  the  gallant  admiral 
had  taken  a  very  erroneous  view  of  the 
subject.  It  was  not  quite  fair  in  him  to 
compare  the  pensions  eranted  in  1794>  to 
the  widows  of  naval  officers,  with  those 
piven  in  1815  to  the  widows  of  officers 
m  the  army.  The  only  candid  mode 
would  have  been  to  compare  the  pensions 
granted  in  both  services  at  the  same  pe- 
riod, and  it  would  have  been  seen  tliat 
exactly  the  same  allowances  were  made 
to  the  widows  of  officers  of  eoual  rank  in 
the  army  or  in  the  navy.  Of  tJie  cases  re- 
ferred to,  he  should  begin  with  that  which 
was  first  in  the  order  of  importance — he 
meant  the  case  of  the  widow  of  capt. 
Harvey.,  The  hon.  admiral  had  stated, 
that'she  had  only  100/.  a-year,  and  25/. 
for  her  child,  while,  the  brother  of  general 
Proctor  had  received  200^  a-vear.  Now, 
it  should  be  recollected  that  the  sum  given 
to  Mrs.  Harvey  was  that  which  was 
usually  granted  m  1794  to  the  widows  of 
post-captains  who  had  fallen  in  battle,  and 
the  army  estunates  contained  pensions  to 
the  widows  of  colonels*  granted  at  the 
same  period,  amounting  to  no  lareer  a 
sum.  It  would  be  opening  too  wide  a 
door,  if  the  House  were  to  go  back  to  the 
distant  period  of  the  half  or  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  raise  all  the  pensions  which 
had  been  then  granted.  There  was  no 
instance  of  any  pension  being  increased 
after  the  period  of  its  original  grant.  The 
later  grants  however  kad  gone  on  on  both 
services  increasing  in  amount,  and  the 
widow  of  his  gallant  and  lamented  friend, 
air  Peter  Pa»er,  had  received  200/L  a- 
year,  and  his  children  pensions  of  50/. 
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each ;  a  larger  sum,  he  believed,  than  liad 
been  granted  to  any  military  officer's 
widow  of  similar  rank  [No,  no ;  from  sir 
C.  Pole]. '  The  hon.  admiral  would  find 
that  he  (Mr.  Croker)  was  correct.  There 
was  no  widow  of  a  colonel  or  lieutenant- 
colonel  who  received  so  large  a  pension  as 
that  he  referred  to ;  but  the  reason  was, 
that  no  case  had  occurred  similar  to  that. 
In  the  army  estimates  he  remarked  that 
the  same  pension  that  was  given  to  Mrs. 
Harvey,  had  been  given  to  Mrs.  Dauncey, 
the  widow  of  a  lieutenant-colonel,  who 
had  been  killed  in  action.  It  was,  in  fact, 
the  highest  pension  then  given  to  the  wi- 
dows of  officers  of  that  rank.  If  the  hon. 
admiral  would  in  this  way  compare,  pound 
by  pound,  the  pensions  given  to  the  wi- 
dows of  officers  in'^the  two  services,  he 
would  find  a  general  correspondence  be- 
tween their  different  ranks.  The  com- 
plaint of  the  gallant  admiral  was  therefore 
not  more  founded  than  would  be  that  of 
an  officer  in  the  army  who  should  com- 
pare the  pensions  of  the  widows  of  naval 
officers  at  the  present  time  with  those  be- 
stowed on  the  widows  of  officers  in  the 
army  in  1794:  and  who  should  assert 
upon  that  ground  that  the  widow  of  a 
lieutenant-general  received  only  501.  a 
year,  whilst  that  of  a  post-captain  had 
i200i.*-There  was  another  point  also  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  It  would  not  be 
justifiable  in  the  Crown  to  grant  these 
pensions,  without  looking  a  little  into  the 
private  circumstances  of  those  on  whom 
they  were  bestowed,  and  proportioning 
them  to  the  nature  of  those  circumstances 
beinff  more  or  less  eas^.  He  could  assure 
the  hon.  admiral  that  it  was  a  much  more 
agreeable  service  to  a  person  in  the  situa* 
tion  which  he  had  the  nonour  to  fill,  to  be 
the  instrument  of  bounty,  than  the  chan^ 
nel  of  refusals :  he  would  be  truly  happy 
to  see  the  condition  of  all  those  interest- 
ing classes  bettered  if  it  was  thought  pos- 
sible to  do  so  with  justice  to  the  public  in- 
terests, and  it  was  far  from  his  wish  to 
dissuade  the  House  from  further  extend- 
ing their  bounty,  if  they  saw  fit.  With 
regard  to  the  pension  of  700/.  a  year  to  a 
commissioner  of  the  navy  on  going  out,  it 
was  at -least  a  usage  of  very  long  standing ; 
and  he  had  to  remark,  that  all  the  advan- 
tages held  out  were  not  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  induce  competent  naval  officers 
to  undeetake  the  office.  He  had  also  to  ' 
state,  that  the  only  two  superannuations 
&t  commissioners  made  by  the  present  ad- 
ministration were  ia  the  persons  of  two 
(4E) 
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gentlemen,  both  of  them  extremely  aged. 
One  of  them  (commitsioner  Fanshaire) 
had  been  no  less  than  40  years  in  the 
office.      As  to  the  rates  of  pensions  to 
petty  officers,  it  was  made  imperative  on 
the  admiralty  to  increase  them,  ia  conse- 
quence of  the  increased  pensions  which 
Mr.  Windham's  bill  gave  to  non-commis- 
aioned  officers  in  the  army.    He  extremely 
regretted  that  this  biddmg  for  popularity 
between  the  two  services  had  been  intro- 
duced ;  it  formed  one  of  the  many  grounds 
on  which  his  hon.  friends  had  powerfully, 
though  unsuccessfully,  opposed  the  plan 
of  Mr.  Windham.     But,  right  or  wrong, 
that  system  had  been  established,  and  the 
increase  of  navy  pensions  had  been  its  in- 
evitable effect:    for  it  must 'be  obvious 
that  it  would  have  been  quite  impossible 
to  propose  the  taking  away  of  those  boons 
from  the  Briti^  army,  at  a  period  when 
the  fate  of  Europe  might  be  considered 
as  depending  upon  its  prowess.    If,  then, 
you  could  not  return  upon  the  army,  and 
take  from  them  their  pensions,  it  became 
Imperative  to  equaliase  with  them  the  scale 
of  navy  pensions.    Andy  indeed,  the  argu- 
ment held  still  stronger  with  regard  to  the 
navy;   for,  generalfy  speaking,  the  sea- 
man, who  must  be  brea  up  to  the  profes- 
sion from  his  youth,  was  a  much  more 
dependent  being  when  unfit  for  service 
than  the  soldier,  who  had  often  his  trade 
to  resort  to.    He  was  less  able  to  earn  his 
bread  when  disabled  from  service.  Indeed, 
ever  since  he  had  a  seat  in  that  House,  he 
had  always  heard  wishes  expressed  for  the 
bettering  of  the  situation  of  the  petty 
officers  of  the  navy,  on  whom  perhaps 
still  more  depended  in  battle  than  on  the 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army. 
And  the  increase  seemed  the  more  rea- 
sonable, in  the  navy  as  there  were  deduc- 
tions made  from  the  pay  of  seamen  for 
paying  these  identical  pensions. 

Sir  C.  Pole  repeated  his  remark  as  to 
the  hardship  of  a  petty  officer  having  per- 
haps 54/.  a-year  of  half-pay,  while  a  war- 
lant  officer  had  only  36/. 

Admiral  Hope  stated,  that  at  this  mo- 
ment there  was  a  general  survey  going  on 
tlirough  the  country  respecting  warrant 
officers  in  the  different  ports,  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  their  rights  to  superannuation. 

Mr.  </.  P.  Grant  understood,  that  when 
the  widow  of  an  officer  married  another 
officer  of  the  same  rank,  her  pension 
ceased ;  but,  if  her  second  husband  died, 
her  pension  did  not  revive*  This  was 
both  bard  and  unjust. 
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Mr.  Croier  stated*  Chftt  the  pooMi 
were  not  under  the  control  of  goronrnwai, 
but  of  the  corporate  body  of  the  comaii- 
sioners  for  widows  pensions.  He  thought 
that  the  occasion  stated  by  the  hon.  gea- 
tleman  was  very  rare  indeed;  it  woaU 
only  happen  when  the  second  buabaal 
died  within  a  year  of  hia  marriage,  ad 
when  such  a  case  should  occur,  he  bsi 
no  doubt  the  commissioners  would  reooflh 
mend  to  the  Prince  Regent  to  grant  tk 
widow  a  pension  equal  to  what  she  shoali 
have  had  in  the  6rst  instance,  not  poase» 
ing  the  power  of  doing  it  themselves,  h 
the  present  estimates  a  case  would  bi 
found  very  much  resembling  that  meo- 
tioned  by  the  hon.  gentleman^  in  whkk 
that  course  had  been  adopted. 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  that  notwithstandiag 
what  had  been  urged  by  the  honourable 
s^retary,  it  would  be  found  tliat  ia 
point  of  fact,  the  pensions  granted  to  the 
army  and  the  navy,  if  compared  tsge> 
thcr,  relatively  to  the  two  periods  of 
1791.  and  1816,  were  not  equal.  Then 
were  many  points  in  which  they  di&red. 
In  the  casCy  for  example,  of  an  officer  of 
the  navy  losing  a  limb,  or  being  wounded, 
he  received  a  pension  of  only  250^,  wUe 
an  officer  of  similar  rank  in  the  army  ler 
ceived  SOOl.  He  shouUl  be  glad  to  be 
informed  of  the  reason  of  that  distinction* 
There  were  other  cases  of  a  simihu*  descrnK 
tion,  in  which  there  was  a  marked  diw* 
rence  between  the  two  services.  With 
respect  to  pensions  granted  to  the  widows 
of  the  officers  in  the  navy,  he  wished  to 
mention  a  distinction  which  was  a  real 
hardship :  in  the  navy,  an  officer's  widow 
was  obliged  to  make  affidavit,  that  she  was 
not  receiving,  in  any  manner,  an  inoome 
double  the  amount  of  her  pcnaion.  No 
such  affidavit  was  required  from  an  army 
officer's  widow.  The  non.  gentleman  tbea 
adverted  to  the  difference  between  the 
half-pay  ffrantcd  to  the  officers  in  the 
navy,  and  to  officers  in  the  army  holding 
corresponding  rank.  He  wished  to  see 
the  two  services  equalised  in  that  respect 
They  had  not,  indeed,  kept  pace  with 
each  Qlher  in  any  respect.  The  pay  of  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy  was  6f .  6d*  a  day 
one  hundred  and  twenty  years  aoo,  and  it 
was  no  more  now«-he  believed  it  was  iess 
by  sixpence.  An  hon.  member,  on  a 
former  night,  when  he  (Mr.  Forbes) 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  the  claims  of  the  navy,  styled  him 
the  receiver^general  of  grievances  :«-be 
had  no  wish  to  aisume  Ibit  offiet|  bolat 
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the  lametimehe  was  anxious  to  correct  a 
mistake  which  had  gone  abroad,  as  if  he 
liad  derived  his  iuforiDation  only  from 
aDonymous  letters.  That  was  not  the 
fact.  He  had  derived  it  from  verbal  com* 
munications  with  all  ranks  of  officers  in  the 
navy,  from  the  admiral  down  to  the  mid- 
shipman. He  had,  indeed,  received  some 
anonymous  letters,  but  even  those  he  was 
reouested  not  to  show,  lest  the  hand 
wntin^  should  be  traced,  and  since  the 
last  discussion  in  that  House,  many  of 
the  persons  who  sent  them,  had  communi- 
cated their  names.  He  certainly  should 
not  be  deterred  from  repeating  the  subject 
again  and  again,  till  greater  justice  was 
done  to  the  navy. 

Mr.  Lyttleton  believed  that  no  man 
could  oppose  the  principle,  that  the  ser- 
Tices  of  the  navy  and  the  armv  should  be 
put  upon  the  same  footing.  Their  claims 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  country  were  the 
aame.  But  he  contended,  that  the  prin- 
ciple thus  professed  was  nut  faithfully  car- 
ried  into  execution.  Why  should  a  de- 
duction be  made  from  the  pay  of  the  navy 
for  pensions  to  the  widows  of  naval  officers. 
That  did  not  take  place  in  the  army.  He 
wished  to  know  oiit  of  what  fund,  beyond 
the  deductions  which  had  been  mentioned, 
the  widows  of  naval  officers  received  their 
pensions ;  and  out  of  what  fund  those  of 
widows  of  officers  in  the  army  were  paid  ? 
He  suggested  that  length  of  service,  and 
not  rank  alone,  should  form  the  measure 
of  the  .pensions  given  to  officers.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  deductions  made  from  the 
pensions  of  wounded  naval  officers,  to  the 
amount  of  1\  per  cent,  under  the  head  of 
the  civil  list.  To  this  there  was  no  parallel 
in  the  case  of  military  officers.  He 
thought  the  House  bound  in  honour  to  set 
the  two  services  really  on  the  same 
footing. 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  plausible  than  that  both 
services  should  be  placed  on  a  perfect 
equality  in  all  things.  It  had  always  been 
the  wbh  and  intention  of  government  to 
effect  this ;  but  the  more  the  House  went 
into  details,  the  more  they  would  see  tlie 
impossibility  of  equalizing,  to  outward  ap- 
pearance, every  branch  of  the  two  ser- 
vices. As  to  the  widows'  pensions,  the 
two  services  would  not  be  on  an  equality, 
if  the  propositions  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
were  admitted.  In  the  one  service  a 
great  capital  was  spent  in  promotion ;  in 
the  other,  it  was  acquired  without  expense. 
In  the  army  the  mere  interest  of  the  pur^ 


chase  money  of  commissions  afnounted  to 
arore  than  the  widow's  pension ;  the  price 
of  a  captain's  commission  was  1,500^,  the 
interest  on  which  would  be  75/.;  while 
the  pension  of  a  captain's  widow  was  only 
602.  The  price  of  a  majority  was  2,600/., 
the  interest  on  that  sum  was  ISO/.,  and 
the  pension  of  a  major's  widow  75/.  only. 
It  was  impossible,  therefore,  in  this  in« 
stance,  to  assimilate  the  two  services,  un- 
less purchases  were  taken  from  the  army 
or  added  to  the  navy.  The  hon.  gentle* 
man  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
promotion  of  navy  lieutenants  was  slower 
than  that  of  captains^in  the  army.  Many 
must  necessarily  stick  at  the  rank  of  c^ 
tain,  inasmuch  as  there  were  ten  captains 
to  two  majors. 
The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Army  Estimates.]  On  the  ouestion 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  or  supply 
on  the  staff  of  the  army  be  taken  into 
further  consideration. 

Lord  Folkestone  observed,  that  he  wat 
anxious  in  this  last  stage  to  protest  against 
the  adoption  of  the  army  estimates  in  their 
present  form.  The  result  had  aipply  ju8« 
tified  the  opposition  given  to  them  in  the 
first  instance,  when  the  reply  made  was, 
that  the  proper  time  for  cutting  down  the 
estimates  was  in  the  committee.  In  that 
stage,  however,  many  unanswerable  objeo-- 
tions  were  made  without  effect,  as  ministera 
resisted  all  reduction,  maintaining  that  the 
House  ought  to  be  Satisfied  with  their  opi- 
nion, thi^t  the  large  military  establishment 
was  necessary,  because  the  recommence- 
ment of  hf^tilities  was  a  possibility,  how- 
ever distant.  In  the  staff  only  had  any 
diminution  been  effected;  and  although 
the  saving  was  only  40,000/.  for  the  pre^ 
sent  year,  it  was  enough  to  show  that  the 
estimates  in  general  had  been  made  out  in 
a  most  careless  and  slovenly  manner.  Ha 
begged  to  repeat  his  strong  objections  to 
the  ready  employment  of  soldiers  for  civil 
purposes :  within  the  last  twenty-five  years 
the  guards  who  did  daily  duty  within  the 
city  of  London  had  been  increased  from 
between  6  and  700  to  8  and  900  men, 
though  no  sufficient  reason  could  be  as- 
signed for  placing  new  sentries  over  the 
people.  His  jealouiy  on  this  point  had 
recently  been  greatly  increased  by  ob- 
serving, that  on  court-days  one  quarter  of 
the  town  was  placed  under  martial  law, 
without  any  authority  from  the  civil  power* 
He  begged  to  refer  the  House  to  a  case 
that  had  occurred  under  lord  chief  justice 
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Holt,  to  whom  a  roestage  had  been  sent, 
reqinring  the  attendance  of  one  of  his 
omcere,  to  sanction  the  proceedings  of  the 
soldiery  in  quelling  a  riot  in  Holborn.  The 
chief  justice  inquired  irhat  was  to  be  done 
in  case  the  mob  did  not  disperse  on  the 
appearance  of  his  officer,  backed  by  the 
armed  force :  and  the  reply  made  by  the 
person  sent  to  demand  the  sanction  was, 
that  in  that  case  the  soldiers  had  autho- 
rity to  fire  upon  the  people.  **  Have  they 
ao  ?''  said  lord  Holt,  **  then  take  notice 
of  what  I  say,  for  if  there  be  one  man 
killed,  and  vou  are  brought  before  me  for 
trial,  I  will  take  care  that  you  and  every 
addier  of  your  party  shall  be  hanged/* 
[Hear,  hear!],  lliis  Expression  was  cer- 
tainly warm,  like  others  sometimes  used 
by  that  great  judge,  who  had  once  threat- 
ened not  only  to  commit  the  Speaker,  but 
the  whole  House  of  Commons.  What  he 
obserred  afterwards  was,  however,  more 

'  important — **  Go  back,'*  he  added,  **  to 
those  who  sent  you,  and  acquaint  them 
that  DO  officer  of  mine  shall  attend  sol- 
diers ;  and  let  them,  know,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  laws  of  England  are  not  to 
be  executed  by  the  sword :  the  matter  be- 
longs to  the  civil  power,  and  you  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.'*  He  trusted  that 
this  opmion  would  have  some  weight  with 
the  House  in  introducing  it  to  put  a  stop 

^  to  a  system  by  which  England  was  rapidly 
sinking  into  the  deplord)le  condition  of 
the  military  despotisms  of  the  continent. 
The  Report  was  then  agreed  to. 
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Thursday i  April  11. 

Navy  Pay  Office.]  Mr.  Rose  re- 
gretted that  some  misconception  of  negli- 
gence on  his  part  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty  had  been  formed  by  an  hon.  admiral 
on  a  former  evening.  It  was  true  that  the 
navy  pay  books  had  not  been  made*  up 
since  1786,  but  this  arose  solely  from  the 
difficulty  of  so  doing,  not  from  any  neglect 
on  the  part  of  those  who  should  make 
them  up.  No  blame  could  attach  to  the 
navy  commissioners.  The  opinion  of  the 
late  coroptroll€0  of  the  navy^  whose  merits 
were  too  highly  appreciated  by  the  House 
to  require  bis  eulogy,  was  in  favour  of 
their  being  made  op,  though  he  regretted 
the  pressure  of  business  had  prevented 
that  being  done.  He  would  not  say  that 
no  positive  loss  had  resulted  to  the  public 
in  this  point,  but  he  assured  the  House 
that  as  soon  as  the  most  pressing  business 


was  over,  the  books  should  certainly  be 

made  no. 

Sir  Clmrk^  Pole  said,  that  this  sta^ 
ment  justified  the  opinion  he  had  fonneriy 

Siven,  that  no  efficient  'clerks  ahonld  w 
ischarged  till  this  business  had  been  a* 
pedited.  It  was  m  matter  of  Tery  gretf 
moment,  and  woold,  be  trusted,  be  bo 
longer  overlooked. 

PXTITIOK  RSSPXCTIirG  THX  RuLXS  Of 

THB  Kino's  Bench  and*  FIlbbt  Pii- 
soNS.]  Mr.  Broueham  presented  s  pe- 
tition from  about  nve  hundred  merchaan 
and  tradesmen  in  Westminster,  agaiart 
the  insolvent  act.  He  wished  to  eztead 
the  object  of  the  inquiry  now  carrying  oa 
by  the  committee  up  stairs  on  this  sublet, 
by  referring  this  petition  to  them.  It 
would  be  round  that  the  gresuest  of  all 
possible  evils  consisted  in  the  werj  grest 
liberty  granted  b^  the  rules  of  the  Kmjfi' 
bench,  the  confinement  of  which  praoa 
was  very  little  indeed.  It  was  a  plaos 
where  an  individual  went  with  S  or  4,0001, 
and  after  spending  it^  took  the  benefit  sf 
the  insolvent  act.  He  had  known  in- 
stances of  persons  going  to  the  continent 
for  three  or  four  months,  after  giving  se- 
curity to  the  marshal  for  their  return. 
That  security  might  be  satisfactcnry  to  the 
marshal,  but  it  could  not  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  the  creditor.  In  fact,  goine  to 
the  King's-bench  prison  was  merely  takiog 
a  lodging  on  the  other  side  of  tHe  river. 
He  believed,  had  it  not  been  for  this  abuser 
that  the  complaints  against  the  act  wouki 
have  been  very  limited  in  comparison  to 
what  they  now  were. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought  the  mles  were  a 
very  great  incitement  to  insolvency. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  was  of  opinion  that  it 
was  proper  to  refer  the  petition  to  the 
committee,  as  it  would  throw  some  sddi- 
tional  light  on' the  subject.  He  thought 
the  rules  afforded  too  many  faciUties  of 
evading  the  payment  of  just  debts^  as  he 
believed  many  persons  hsd  gone  thither 
with  an  honest  intention,  but  had  been 
prevented  from  paying  by  means  of  the 
society  with  whom  they  associated. 

Mr.  Horner  was  of  the  same  opinioDi 
and  considered  the  evils  of  which  the  pe- 
titioners complained  to  be  owing  to  tois 
last  remnant  of  bad  law,  the  rules  of  the 
King's-bench,  a  system  which  he  thought 
radically  imperfect. 

Mr.  Brougham  added,  that  this  abuse 
could  only  be  committed  by  rich  and 
fraudulent  individuals. 
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Mr.  Bennit  said,  it  wat  cmmnon  for  | 
p^reoDs  to  take  the  rules  of  the  Fleet  in 
winter,    and    of    the   Kmg's-bench   in 
summer* 

The  Petition  was  then  read ; .  setting 
forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  have  recently 
presented  to  the  House  a  petition  for  the 
repeal  of  the  insolrent  debtors  acts,  and 
that  in  such  petition  they  have  humbly 
represented  the  extensive  frauds  and  in* 
jurious  consequences  arising  from  the 
operation  of  the  said  acts ;  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  fully  convinced  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  said  evils  orighiate  firom  the 
privilege  of  the  rules  of  the  Kin^'s-bench 
and  Fleet  prisons,  by  which  imprisonment 
is  commuted  for  almost  an  imaginary  re- 
straint, and  the  intention  of  the  law  there- 
by rendered  nugatory ;  that  the  said  rules, 
by  their  extent  and  privileges,  are  in  their 
consequences  destructive  of  national  in- 
dustry and  national  morab,  especially  by 
the  racility  they  affiyrd  to  debtors  of  wast- 
mg  the  property  of  creditors,  which  ought 
to  be  surrendered  on  commitment,  through 
which  omission  a  deep  and  extensive  evil 
arises,  by  thus  placing  it  in  the  debtor's 
power  to  use  it  in  litigation  and  profli- 
gacy ;  that  it  is  an  unjust  and  cruel  dis- 
crimination in  making  the  indulgence  of 
the  rules  a  privilege  <n  property,  the  poor 
debtor  havmg  to  endure  close  confine- 
ment, without  the  means  of  purchasing 
any  miti^tion,  whikt  the  rich  one  con- 
verts it  into  a  means  of  hostility  to  his 
creditors,  and  thereby  adds  aggravation 
to  wrong ;  that  the  privilege  of  the  rules 
not  only  afibrd  all  the  convenience  and 
comforts  of  private  life,  without  any  line 
of  difierence  or  distinction  known  from 
established  householders,  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  liberty  and  pursuits  of  pleasure, 
but  also  enables  them  to  keep  up  expen- 
sive establishments,  in  carriages,  horses, 
servaats,  &c.  with  all  the  opportunities  of 
visiting  smd  travelling,  not  only  through- 
out the  United  Kingdom,  but  also  to  the 
continent^  during  a  great  part  of  the  year; 
thus  rendering  imprisonment  but  a  name, 
affording  at  once  an  injurious  protection 
and  a  greater  facility  to  practices  of  fraud ; 
that  the  rules  are  purchased  with  the  cre- 
ditor's property,  which  becomes  a  source 
of  profit  to  the  marshal,  and  thus  a  power- 
ful iotere«t  is  raised  in  the  debtor's  favour, 
to  tke  creditor's  injury,  both  in  respect  to 
the  waste  of  property  and  abuse  of  the 
rules ;  that  the  creditor's  property  is  thus 
made  chai;geabie  tor  an  inaulgence  on  be- 


half of  those  from  whom  he  has 
injury,  and  the  marshal  reaps  emolument 
without  being  made  chargeable  for  watch- 
ing over  the  debtor's  imprisonment,  a  task 
now  imposed  by  the  law  upon  the  creditor 
beyond  his  power  to  exercise  {  that  it  ia 
notorious  that  many  have  boasted  of  hav- 
ing reaped  all  the  advantages  of  the  in* 
solvent  acts  without  having  suflfered  im- 
prisonment ;  and  that  many  have  resided 
tor  years,  and  often  for  life,  within  the 
rules,  subsisting  on  their  creditors*  pro- 
perty, whilst  the  lawpenmts  the  debtor  to. 
hold  the  creditor  at  defiance,  without  af-. 
fording  the  latter  the  means  by  which  to 
compel  its  distribution ;  that  the  abolkioa 
of  the  rules  would  effectually  reduce  the 
number  of  prisoners,  and  incline  debtors 
to  make  a  nir  arrangement  with  their  ere* 
ditors ;  that  the  losses  of  trade  ultimately 
fidl  on  the  landed  interest  and  capitaltety . 
increasing  the  price  of  every  artide  of 
consumption,  and  which  losses  are  seri- 
ously  increased  in  their  retrogressive  steps 
by  intermediate  sacrifices  and  charges  to 
a  most  destructive  extent ;  the  petitioners^ 
therefore,  humbly  implore  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  consideration  of  these 
serious  grievances,  the  complete  abolition 
of  the  rules  aforesaid,  and  in  compelline- 
an  immediate  surrender  of  the  debtors 
property  on  his  going  to  prison,  bv  which 
the  whole  train  of  sobseq— nt  evils  would 
be  materially  checked,  a  aalutary  terror 
would  operate  on  the  dangerous  and  un- 
principled character,  a  valuable  improve- 
ment to  the  creditor's  property,  rediuction 
of  risk,  and  general  amendment  of  nationai 
morals." 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  sdect 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
effects  which  have  been  proiduced  by  the 
acu  of  53  and  54  Geo.  S,  for  the  rehef  tf  ^ 
insolvent  debtors  in  England* 

Petition  from  Huddersfield  re- 
specting Parliamentary  Reform.] 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  presented  a  Petition, 
signed  by  10,000  inhabitants  of  Hudders- 
field and  its  vicinity,  setting  forth, 

"  That  a  people  who  make  their  own 
laws,  either  personally  or  by  representa- 
tives, are  free ;  but  a  people  who  are  sub- 
ject to  laws  otherwise  made,  are  not  firee : 
a  free  people,  through  error,  either  in  the 
making  or  in  the  executing  of  laws,  might 
experience  inconvenience  or  misfortunef 
but,  being  free,  error  would  be  no  sooner 
discovered  than  corrected ;  for  no  people, 
who  made  their  owa  laws,  would  kiu>w- 
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ingly  injure  themselTei;  neither  would 
iJiey  alloir  their  representativesy  nor  those 
who  executed  the  lawsy  nor  those  who  ad- 
ministered justice,  to  violate  their  laws 
and  liberties,  or  in  any  way  to  do  them 
wronff ;  but  it  is  now  known,  that  tl|e  peo- 
ple of  this  kingdom  do  experience  flagrant 
wrongs  and  great  misfortunes,  because 
iheir  birth*right,  of  making  their  own  laws, 
has,  through  the  decay  of  ancient 
boroughs,  as  well  as  through  fraud  and 
usurpation,  been  taken  from  them;  it 
being  notorious,  that  the  nation  are  not 
represented  in  the  House;  that  by  bo- 
roughmongers,  most  of  them  peers,  in 
whom  it  is  peculiarly  ofiensiTe,  its  seats 
sure  usurped  by  wholesale,  even  by  hun- 
dreds, and  that  by  wholesale  again  those 
seats,  through  the  gross  venality  of  mono- 
polising corporators,  are  profligately 
nought  and  sold,  and  that  contrary  to  the 
ttcred  principle  on  which  every  vote  of 
parliament)  equally  with  every  verdict  of 
w  jury,  ought  to  be  preserv^  pure  and 
iinsui^ected,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
memlMsrs  of  the  House,  who  can  only  sit 
there  as  representatives  of  the  people,  are 
neivertheless  placemen  and  pensioners  of 
the  Crown,  and  as  openly  as  indecently 
receive,  in  salaries  and  emoluments,  nearly 
200,000^  a  year  out  of  the  Uxes ;  nor  is 
this  all :  for,  by  the  operation  of  the  sep- 
tennial act,  made  contrary  to  the  consti- 
tution, and  evidently  agamst  justice,  the 
entire  political  liberty  of  the  people,  inde- 
pendent of  all  other  violations,  is  wholly 
annihilated,  for  six  parts  in  seven  of  human 
life,  in  this  complication  of-  decay,  in- 
justice, and  wrong,  in  this  utter  ruin  of 
the  constitution,  whereby  the  people  have 
been  defrauded  of  the  self-preserving 
power  of  making,  through  real  representa- 
tives, their  own  laws;  the  House  roust 
see  the  causes  of  which  all  the  present  ca- 
lamities of  our  country  are  the  effects, 
here  and  here  only  the  cause  of  war,  here 
the  cause  of  public  debt,  here  the  cause 
of  an  intolerable  taxation,  here  the  cause 
of  trade's  decay  and  paper  money,  here 
the  cause  of  a  general  aepravity  in  morals, 
here  the  cause  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
our  fellow-citizens  having  already  sunk 
into  the  melancholy  condition  of  paupers, 
here  the  cause,  not  only  of  silent  misery 
for  the  want  of  bread,  but  of  desperation 
and  disorder ;  and  here  the  cause,  that, 
instead  of  a  remedy  being  soueht*  in  the 
healing  balm  of  reformation  and  a  restora- 
tion of  rights,  the  law,  through  the  resist- 
kss  power  of  those  who-  have  usurped  the 


seats  in  the  House,  assumes  a  acireri^  n^ 
yoking  to  humanity,  and  is  but  too  oftei 
carried  into  execution  by  the  nilitaty  in- 
stead of  the  civil  power ;  wherefoie  Aa 
petitioners  fed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  pro- 
test against  that  corrupt  and  &ctiOHi 
usurpation  of  seats  in  the  Hoase,bjr  whid 
all  freedom  is  destroyed,  and'Our  unhappy 
country  is  threatened  with  €M>nTuisMB| 
slavery,  or  subjugation ;  for,  in  a  tmupa* 
tion  which  inflicts  on  the  wh<4e  conaM* 
nity  taxation  without  repreeentatioBy 
nought  but  despotism  can  be  diacovered; 
from  such  a  usurpation,  nought  but  rda 
can  proceed ;  ana  as  the  obyions  ramedy 
of  political  wrong,  as  the  sure  prercDtife 
against  an  increase  of  public  evils,  as  tbs 
sole  mode  of  providing  for  sdl  practicays 
redress  of  grievances,  and  aa  layina  As 
only  solid  foundation  for  secure  ana  pe^* 
manent  peace,  the  petitioners,  on  bduif 
of  themskves  and  of  the  nation  at  \at^ 
daim,  first,  representation  co-exteosne 
with  direct  taxation ;  secondly,  that  such 
representation,  as  a  common  ri^t,  bs 
throughout  the  conmiunity  fairly  distii* 
buted;  and^  thirdly,  that  parliaaeals 
henceforth  have  only  a  constitutional  can- 
tinuance,  tliat  is,  not  exceeding  one  year; 
and  seeing  the  House,  in  whatever  relates 
to  the  elective  and  legislative  rights  of  the 
people,  exercises  the  functions  of  a  ooort 
of  judicature,  they  farther  daim  that  jus- 
tice may  neither  be  denied  nor  delayed, 
considering  the  hateful  character  of  a 
usurpation  which  blasts  every  fruit  of  the 
admirable  constitution  of  our  country^ 
converting  its  blessings  into  curaes,  and  at 
the  same  time  considering  the  sell^-evideDl 
rectitude  and  necessity,  as  well  as  the  ex-* 
treme  fecility  to  parliament  of  eflfectin^ 
this  reform,  the  petitioners  trust  that  the 
virtuous  part  of  the  House,  and  the  nation 
at  large,  will  never  relax  in  their  effi>rts, 
will  never  cease,  by  united  exertion,  to 
claim  and  insist  upon  those  rights  and 
liberties  on  which  the  reform  depends^ 
until  it  shall  be  obtained." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Report  on  Precedents  of  NavjSIi 
AND  Military  Officers  accbptino 
Offices  of  Profit.]  Mr»  Williams 
Wynn  reported  from  the  Committee  ap« 
pointed  to  inquire  into  Precedents  of  Cases 
of  Naval  and  Military  Officers  accepting 
Offices  of  Profit  from  the  Crown,  and  con« 
tinuing  to  sit  as  Members  of  this  House  s 
that  they  had  inquired  accordingly ;  and 
had  directed  him  to  makaa  Report  thaia* 
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JIefobt  tbom  Couuittxi 

DINTS. 

The  Committee  appointed  to   inquire 
into  PrecedeDts    of  Cues  of  Naval 
BDd  Military  Officers  accepting  Of- 
fices of  Profit  from  the  CrowD,  and 
CODtiniiinz  to  ait  aa  Members  of  this 
Houae :— -haTe.purainDt  to  tbe  Order 
ef  the  House,  inquired  accordinglj, 
and  ba*e  agreed  upon  the  following 
Report  : 
In  prosecuting  the  inqiurr  directed  by 
the  House,  jour  comraittee  riBTe  thought 
it  the  most  expedient  course  to  submit  to 
the  Houie,  first,  a  list  of  all  cases,  since 
Ae  passing  of  the  acts  4  Anne,  ch.  8,  and 
6  Anoe,  «).  1,  in  which  the  House  has 
directed   new   writs  to  be  issued  in  the 
room  of  officers  in  the  army  or  navy,  who 
have    accepted    appointmeota    of    profit 
under  the  Crown,  which  may  appear  in 
any  manner  to  be  connected  with  their 
respective  professioDs;  together  with,  se- 
condly, a  lilt  of  all  such  cases,  in  which 
the  House  has  either  refused  or  omitted 
to  issue  sucb  writs;    so  far  as  the  ssme 
can  be  ascertained  from  a  comparison  of 
the  lists  of  persons  holdiof;  sucq  appoint- 
ments, furnished  from  the  diArent  imices, 
and  tbe  return  books. 

TABLE^No.  1. 


Arundel.  Viscount  Shannon,  lieut-generaL — 

Deputy-governor  of  Dover  Canle. — Fab. 

98,  1?08. 
Northumberland.  Earl  of  Hertford,  colonel.— 

Governor  of  Tinmouth  Castle. — February 

17,1710. 
Camelfbrd.  Bernard  Granville,  Qy,  If  anoffi- 

cer? — Lieut,  govonor  of  Bull. — February 

1,  ITll. 
Benfiew.  Sir Robt  Pollock,  (ty.  IfanofficerF 

— Governor  of  Fort  William. — April   85, 

1715. 
Castle  Rising.    Charles  C%uichill,  colonel— 

Oovemor  of  Chebea  HosntaL— June  10, 

ireo. 
Ciriiele.    Brig.-gen.  Stanwix^-^iOTemor  of 

KingatoD-upon-HuU.— April  3, 1731.* 


*  Previous  to  the  order  for  issuing  this 
writ,  a  copy  of  the  commission  is  Isid  Wore 
the  House,  and  entered  in  thejoumsl ;  after 
wliicb  a  resolution  is  moved,  "nut  the  office 
<■  ROVBBoc  of  the  town  of  Kinnton-upon- 
HuU  is  an  office  in  the  artoy.  The  House 
divided:  YeaifTS;  Noet^tU. 


Sudbury,    Wtn.  Wyndham,  colonel.— Lieut.- 

govemoT  of  Chelsea  Ilospital.— April  37, 

1786. 
Bury  St,  Edmund's.  Tliomas  Norton,  colond. 

— Iieut.^ovemor   of    Chelsea    Hospitul, 

May  T,  1730. 
Northampton.    Hon.  Edw.  Montague,  after- 
wards brig.-gen.'-GoTemor  of  liingstoii' 
rU'Hull.— -January  18, 1738. 
George  Wade^  general. — Govemra  of 

Berwick.-^ anuary  82,  1739. 
Lestwithiel.     John  Hill,  lieut.-geo. — Lieute- 
nant-general of  the   ordnance. — June  ui. 

1712. 
Arundel.    Tho.  Micklethwaite. — lieutenant 

general  of  the  ordnance. — March  gO,  17IT. 
Totness.  Charles  Wills,  sAerwarda  general. — 

Lieutenant-general  of  the  ordnance. — April 

17, 1719. 
Gloucester  County.  Thehon.GewgeCranfield 

BerklcT,  captain    in  the  navy. — SurveyW 

general  of  the  ordnance. — March  37, 1789. 
Dover.  Matthew  Aybner. — Admiral  and  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  fleet. — November 

36, 1T09." 
Plymouth.  Sir  George  Byng. — Rocheslen  S^ 

John  Leake. — Commissioners  to  diichaige 

the  office  of  lord  high  admiral.— Novauber 

IS,  i700.t 
Portsmouth.  Sir  Charles  Wager,  rear-adiairal, 

—Comptroller  of  the  navy. — March  as, 

1715. 
Weobley.    Savage  Mostyn,  captun.— Com^ 

troller  of  the  navy.- Maich  81, 1748. 
Heydoo,  Charles  Saunders,  captain. — Comp- 

troller,  of  the  navy. — Nov.  15, 1756. 
Plymouth.  Sir  George  Byng,  treasurei  of  tUe 

navy,  December  9, 17S0. 
Plympton.  Mr.  Byng, treasurer  ofthenavy. — 

April  18, 1T34. 
Westloe.    Sir  Charles  Wager.— Treasurer  of 

tbe  navv. — December  10, 1743. 
Dartmouth.    Lord  Howe. — Treasurer  of  the 

navy. — December  17, 1763. 
Dover.    Matthew  Aylmer,  admiral.— Master 

of  Greenwich  Hospital.- March  SO,  1717. 
Rochester.     Sir  John  Jeauings,  adminl.— 

Master  of  Greenwich  HaapitaL-r-Deceinber 

8, 17S0. 


■  It  is  stated  in  Mr.  Hatsell's  Precedents, 
Vol.  9,  p.  95,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.Cha^w, 
that  tills  is  the  case  of  a  person  who  had  fi)r> 
merly  been  in  the  sea  service,  but  had  been 
dismissed  from  or  quitted  it  But  this  can 
scarcely  be  correct,  as  it  appears,  from  an  ao- 
coxut  presented  from  the  admiralty  on  the 
same  day  thai  the  writ  is  ordered,  that  Mr. 
Aylmer  had  held  precisely  the  same  cotomis- 
sion  in  the  year  1708.  He  is  also  called  ad- 
miral Aylmer  in  the  vote  appointing  tbe 
committeeof  privil^son  the  93d  November 
1708. 

■f  This  appears  to  have  been  the  uniform 
practice  vng  unoe,  and  on  account  of  the 
numbet  of  iMtaoces,  no  others  «k  imened. 
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Hythe.  Hercules  Baker,  captain  .—Treasurer 
of  Greenwich  Hospital.— March  99, 1736. 
Captain  Philip  Cavendish,  appointed  trea- 
surer of  Greenwich  hospital  on  the  90th  of 
April  1721,  appears  to  have  been  returned 
for  the  Borough  of  Beeralston,  on  a  new  writ 
ordered  April  t4,  1791,  but  on  petition  is  de- 
clared not  duly  elected.  Sir  Charles  Saunders 
was  appointe(l  to  the  same  office,  April  11, 
1754.  Parliament  having  been  dissolved  on 
the  8th  of  April. 

TABLE.-.NO.  2. 

oovsbkobs  and  lieutenant  governors  of 

Forts. 

Proceedingi  in  the  Case  of  General  Carpenter. 

February  9t,  1716.  ^  The  House  being  in- 
Ibrmed,  that  heutcnant-general  George  Cur- 
ptnter  having,  since  his  election,  accepted  of 
a  commission  from  his  majesty,  constitnting 
and  appointing  him  governor  of  the  island  of 
Minorca,  and  the  town  and  garrison  of  port 
Mahon,  and  the  castle  and  forts,  wad  all  other 
military  works  and  fortifications  thereunto 
lielonging,  or  elsewhere  situated  in  the  said 
island,  desires  to  know  the  sense  of  the  Hcnise 
thereupon,  whether  he  may  sit  in  the  House, 
in  respect  of  the  Act  8  *  Anns  Begins,  cap. 
4»  sec.  26,  &c.  The  said  act  was  read. 
Tlien  the  commission  and  instructions  were 
]iroduced  and  read.  After  which^  the  sense 
of  the  House  beine  that  it  was  a  military  com- 
mission, the  said  Ueutenant-general  came  into 
the  House.'' 

Proceedings  in  the  One  of  LieiUenant-Oeneral 

Waie. 

June  9,^  1738.  ^  The  House  being  inform- 
ed that  lieutentot-general  Wade,  a  member 
of  this  House,  hath,  since  his  election  to  serve 
in  this  present  parliament  for  the  city  of  Bath, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  accepted  the  office 
of  governor  of  Fort  William,  Fort  Augustus, 
and  Fort  George,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scotland;  and  the  opinion  of  the  House 
being  desired,  whether,  by  the  acceptance  of 
the  said  office  bis  seat  in  parliament  became 
void:  And  the  20th  section  of  the  act, 
made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  intituled,  "  an  act  for  the  better  secu- ' 
rily  of  her  majesty's  person  and  govern-  ' 
ment,  and  of  the  succession  to  the  Crown  of 
England  in  the  Protestant  line,"  being  read : 
A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  beine 
put,  that  a  committee  be  a()pointed  to  search 
precedents,  as  to  the  seats  in  parliament  be- 
coming vacant,  of  officers  in  the  army,  being 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  by  their  j 
luiving  commissions  to  be  governors,  or  lieu- 
tenant-^vernors,  of  forts,  citadels,  and  gar-  | 
risons,  m  Great  Britain;  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

^  So  in  the  printed  Journal.    It  should  be : 
Anne,  cap.  & 


^  Then  the  Journal  of  the  House,  of  the 
38th  (hgr  of  February,  in  the  seventh  jeir  <if 
the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  in  relation  to  the 
making  out  a  new  writ  for  the  electing  a 
burxess  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  boroi^ 
of  Arundel,  in  the  county  of  Sussex :  And 
the  Journal  of  the  House,  of  the  17th  dvf  of 
February,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  in  relation  to  the  making  out  i 
new  writ  for  the  electing  a  knight  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  the  county  or  Northumber- 
land :  And  the  Journal  of  the  House,  of  the 
first  day  of  Febniaiy,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  in  relation  to  the  maldng 
out  a  new  writ  for  the  electing  a  buigess  to 
serve  in  parliament  for  the  boroueh  of  Camd- 
ford,  in  the  county  of  ComwaTl:  And  the 
Journal  of  the  House,  of  the  95th  clay  of  April, 
in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  m^jorr 
king  Geoge  the  First,  in  relation  to  the  making 
out  a  new  writ  for  the  electine  a  conunissioner 
for  the  shire  of  Renfrew:  And  thejoumti 
of  the  House,  of  the  third  day  of  April,  in 
the-7th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  said  late  m^ 
jesty,  in  relation  to  the  proceedinj^  of  the 
House  in  the  case  of  brigadier-general  Stu- 
wix,  a  member  of  this  House:  And  the 
Journal  of  the  House  of  the  18th  day  of  Jan. 
last,  in  the  nresent  session  of  parliament,  in 
relation  to  tne  making  out  a  new  writ  for  the 
electing  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present 
parliament,  in  the  county. of  Northampton: 
And  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  the  SSd 
day  of  January  last,  itf  the  present  session  of 
parliament,  in  relation  to  the  making  out  t 
new  writ  for  the  electing  a  citizen  to  serve  in 
this  present  parliament  for  the  city  of  Bath, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset ; — were  read : 

^  And  a  motion  being  made,  and  tlie  ques- 
tion being  put.  That  the  accepting  a  commis- 
sion of  governor  or  lieutenant-governor  of  any 
fort,  citadel,  or  earrison,  upon  the  roihtaiy 
est^lishment  of  hb  m^esty's  guards  and  gar- 
risons in  Great  Britain,  by  any  member  of 
this  House,  being  an  officer  in  the  army,  docs 
vacate  the  seat  of  such  member  in  this  House; 
The  House  divided :  Yeas,  18 ;  Noes,  96 ;  so 
it  passed  in  the  negative." 

Since  this  vote  there  is  no  instance  of  a 
new  writ  issuing  in  the  room  of  any  officer 
appointed  to  be  governor  or  lieutenant  go- 
vcraor  of  any  fort,  £ec.  Field  marshal  sir 
Robert  Rich  was  appointed  eovemor  of 
Chelsea  Hospital  on  ttie  6th  of  May  1740, 
being  at  that  time  member  for  the  boroi^ 
of  St.  Ives;  and  no  new  writ  was  iasuS. 
Lord  George  Henry  Lennox  being  appointed 
constable  of  the  Tower  of  London,  and  a  copy 
of  his  appointment  being  laid  before  the  House, 
on  tlie  3a  March  1784 :  **  A  motion  was  made, 
and  the  question  being  put.  That  the  accept- 
ance of  the  office  of  constable  of  the  Tower 
of  London,  by  lord  George  Henry  Lennox, 
being  an  officer  in  the  army,  does  vacate  his 
seat  as  a  member  of  this  House;  it  passed  in 
tlie  negative." 


Offices 


ORDNANCE. 


Master-Gejieral  and  Lieutevakt- 
General. 

Froctedings  in  the  Case  of  General  Wade, 

June  eSy  1742.  "  The  House  being  inform- 
ed that  general  Wade  (a  member  of  this 
House)  hathy  since  his  election  to  serve  in 
this  present  parliament  for  the  city  of  Bath, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  accepted  the  office 
of  lieutenant-general  of  his  majesty's  ord- 
nance :  and  the  opinion  of  the  House  being 
desired,  whether,  by  the  acceptance  of  the 
said  office,  his  seat  in  parliament  became 
▼oid : — And  a  motion  bemg  made^  and  the 
ouestion  being  proposed.  That  the  accepting 
tne  office  of  raaster-genetal  or  licutenant-gc- 
heral  of  his  majesty's  ordnance,  by  any  mem- 
bet  of  this  House,  being  an  officer  in  the 
army,  does  tacate  the  seat  of  such  member 
in  mis  House :  —  The  House  was  moved, 
That  the  98th  section  of  an  act,  made  in  the 
6th  vear  of  tlie  reign  of  queen  Anne,  inti- 
tule^ An  Act  for  the  security  of  her  majesty's 
person  and  gavernment,  and  of  the  succes- 
sion of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
Protestant  line,  might  be  read: — And  the 
tame  being  read  accordingly :  —  And  the 
question  being  put.  That  the  accepting  the 
office  of  master-general  or  lieutenant-general 
of  his  .majesty's  ordnance,  by  any  member  of 
this  House,  being  an  offitcer  in  the  army,  does 
vacate  the  seat  of  such  member  in  this 
House; — it  passed  in  the  negative,  nem.  eon, 

SURVEYOR-GENERAL. 

The  hon.  James  Luttrell,  a  captain  in  the 
navy,  is  stated  to  have  been  appointed  sur- 
veyor-general of  the  ordnance  on  the  2?d 
May,  1784.  He  appears  to  have  been  return- 
ed tor  the  port  or  Dover  in  the  parliament 
which  met  on  the  18th  of  May  in  that  year ; 
but  no  new  writ  was  issued. 

Governors  and  Masters  or  Greenwicb 

Hospital. 

Proceedings  in  the  Case  of  Sir  William 
Gifford,  Knt, 

tebruary  10,  1710.  "The  House  being 
teoved,  to  take  into  consideration  the  case  of 
sir  William  Giffi)rd,  knight,  who  has  been 
adjudged  duly  elected  to  serve  in  this  present 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Portsmouth, 
m  the  county  of  Southampton,  whether  he, 
beinc;  governor  of  Greenwich  hospital,  is 
capable  (according  to  the  act,  6  Anns  Re- 
ginae,  for  the  security  of  her  majesty's  person 
and  government,  and  of  the  succession  to 
tlie  Crown  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Protestant 
line)  of  being  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons;— The  act  was  read. — Ordered, 
That  the  constitution  of  Greenwich  hos- 
pital^ and  also  the  patent  constituting  sir 
William  Gifford  governor  thereof,  be  laid 
before  this  House." 

February  12,  17 JO.  "The  House  being 
informed,  that  a  person  from  Greenwich  hos- 
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pital  attended,  he  was  called  in ;  and,  at  the 
oar  presented  to  the  Hou^e,  the  constitution 
of  the  said  hospital ;  and  also  the  commis- 
sion to  sir  William  Gifford,  to  be  governor; 
— and  then  withdrew. — And  the  said  con- 
stitution was  read. — And  it  appeared,  that 
the  constituUon  of  the  said  hospital,  whereby 
the  governor  thereof  was  appointed,  was  be- 
fore the  act  of  4th  Annse  Keginse,  for  the 
security  of  her  majesty's  person  and  govern- 
ment, and  of  the  succession  to  the  Crown 
of  £ngland  in  the  Protestant  line. — After 
which  sir  William  Gifi'ord  came  into  the 
House,  and  took  his  place.'' 

Admiral  lord  Archibald  Haitiilton,  appoint- 
ed March  26,  1746,  had  been  elected  for  the 
borough    of  Clifton    Dartmouth    Hardness,- 
upon  a  new  writ,  ordered  March  16,  1741-2. 

Admiral  sir  George  Bridges  Rodney,  ap- 
point^ December  3,  1765,  had  been  returned 
for  Penrhyn,  in  the  parliament  which  met 
Novembers,  1761. 

Admiral  Holburne,  appointed  February  6, 
177 1,  had  been  re-elected  for  Plymouth  on  » 
writ  issued  Feb.  31,  1770.  ^Notice  of  his 
death  in  the  Gazette,  July  20,  1771. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  appointed  September 
23,  1771,  was  elected  in  his  room  for  Ply- 
mouth. 

Viscount  Hood,  appointed  April  13,  1796, 
had  been  elected  for  Westminster  in  the  par- 
liament which  met  November  2d,  1790. 

MARINES. 

Admiral  Boscawen  having  been  elected  in 
the  parliament  which  met  on  the  31st  of 
May  1754,  member  for  the  borougti  of  Truro, 
was  appointed  in  17^9  general  of  marines; 
but  no  new  writ  was  issued  in  consequence. 

•^evenil  other  naval  officers  have  since  ac- 
cepted simikir  commissions  of  different  ranks 
ui  the  marines,  without  having  vacated  tlieir 
seats  in  parliament. 

Previous  to  the  new  establishment  of  the 
marines  in  1759,  there  are  three  instances  of 
members  of  pariiament  accq>ting  the  office  of 
paymaster  of  marines,  and  new  writs  being 
ordered  in  conseq^uence ;  viz. 
Flint  County.     Sur  Roger  Mostyn. — Dec.  10, 

1711. 
Monmouth  C-ounty.    Mr.  C.  U.  Williams.-*  , 

Dec.  4, 1739. 
Whitchurch.  Mr.  J.  Selwyn.— -Dec.  19, 1746. 

But  since  that  period  no  such  instance  has 
occurred,  though  that  office  has  frequently 
been  held  by  members  of  parliament. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

The  House  Adjourned  to  Wednesday 
the  24th  instant. 
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taxation ;  the  petitioiiera  have  Uierefocv 
seen  with  indignation  and  aurpriae  tbe 
ho[>e8  of  the  nation,  heightened  and  coo- 


lAMon^  in  presenting  a  petition  from  the 
freeholders  ^d  other  inhabitants  of  Corn- 
wall, stating  the  distresses  under  which 
they  laboured,  and  the  breaches  of  faith 
en  the  part  of  government  which  thej  had 
experienced,  and  praying  that  the  most 
rigid  measures  of  Economy  might  be  re- 
aorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  them, 
aaid  that  he  had  the  authority  of  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  to  declare,  that  the 
meeting  from  which  the  petition  proceeded 
was  most  numerous  and  respectable,  and 
that  not  a  single  dissenting  voice  was 
heard  against  the  sentiments  which  it  con- 
tained. 
The  petition  was  then  read,8etting  forth, 
<<  That,  to  support  the  war  which  has 
just  been  terminated,  the  petitioners,  to* 
j;ether  with  the  rest  of  their  countrymen, 
have  cheerfully  submitted  to  the  most 
aevere  and  unprecedented  privations ;  that 
as  they  have  been  taught  to  believe,  by 
the  speech  from  the  throne  and  the  aa- 
dress  of  the  House,  that  all  the  objects  of 
the  war  have  been  obtained  by  the  success 
of  our  arms,  and  secured  by  a  safe  and 
honourable  peace,  the  petitioners  beg  leave 
to '  represent,  that  they  have  a  right  to 
expect  that  their  privations  shall  cease, 
that  our  war  establisnments  shall  be  broken 
up,  our  war  taxes  taken  off,  our  military 
habits  suffered  to  fall  into  disuse,  and  our 
remaining  burthens  materially  lightened, 
by  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  uie  most 
f  igid  economy  and  retrenchment  in  every 
department  of  the  public  expenditure ; 
6uch  a  system  of  economy  and  retrench- 
ment they  consider  as  not  only  justified 
by  the  event  of  the  war,  an4  the  condi- 
tions of  the  peace,  but  as  imVspensably 
necessary  to  enable  the  nation  to  pay  the 
interest  and  redeem  the  capital  of  its  debt, 
and  to  save  itself  from  the  probable  effects 
of  that  dreadful  state  of  embarrassment 
and  distress  into  which  it  has  been  plunged; 
after  tlie  numerous  and  forcible  represen- 
tations of  that  distress  which  have  been 
taade  from  all  parts  of  the  country  to  the 
House,  the  petitioners  presume  that  its 
exbtence  will  not  be  aenied,  and  can 
hardly  be  exaggerated  ;  it  has  been  and 
•till  is  felt  in  the  depreciation  of  every 
article  of  landed  produce,  in  the  general 
stagnation  of  internal  commerce  and  ma- 
nufactures, in  the  suspension  of  credit  and 
pavments  between  man  and  man,  in  the 
failure  or  reduction  of  rents,  in  the  in- 
creased number  of  bankruptcies,  in  the 
want  of  employ  for  the  labouring  podr, 
tud  the  consequent  increase  of  parochial 


firmed  as  they  had  been  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  economy  from  the  thfone, 
disappointed,  and  the  promises  of  the  go- 
vernment broken  or  evaded,  whilst  thi 
just  complaints  of  the  people  have  ben 
disregarded  by  the  ministers  of  the  Crown, 
as  proceeding  from  an  irratiooal  inps* 
tience  of  taxation ;  an  attempt  has  beei 
made  to  force  upon  the  country  an  odioiR, 
unequal,  and  unconstitutional  impost,  it 
defiance  of  the  declared  and  unequhrool 
sense  of  the  people,  and  in  violation  of 
the  plighted  faith  of  the  ministry  and  the 
parliament,  and  though  they  liave  been 
compelled  to  abandon  their  design,  thejr 
still  persevere  in  a  peace  estabushoKnC 
oppressive  from  the  absence  of  any  actori 
necessity  for  it,  ruinous  from  its  dispro- 
portion to  the  resources  of  the  empire, 
and  from  its  objects  and  probable  cobk- 
quences  dangerous  to  the  liberty  and  con- 
stitution of  the  country;  as  a  standini 
army  has  ever  been  a  subject  of  couti- 
tutional  jealousy  with  Englishmen,  tho  I 
proposal  to  keep  on  foot  a  forcre  of  150,000 
regular  soldiers  ought  not  to  have  been 
m^e  to  a  free  parliament,  or  without  re- 
monstrance submitted  to  by  a  free  people; 
that  the  alleged  pretexts  for  this  moit 
unconstitutional  measure  are  either  no- 
satisfactory  or  odious,  having  found  tbt  I 
laws  always  cheerfully  obeyed,  and  the 
civil  power  fully  adequate  to  the  maio- 
tenancc  of  good  order ;  and  relying  upoo 
our  insular  situation,  on  the  inviocib/e 
prowess  of  our  navy,  and  the  free  spirit  of 
the  people,  the  petitioners  cannot  admit 
that  a  large  military  force  is  necessary  io 
Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  exteml 
defence  or  internal  peace;  they  cannot 
but  think,  that  if  25,000  men  be  neceiwj 
for  the  internal  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  sa 
immediate  inquiry  into  its  present  state, 
and  the  causes  which  have  produced  it,  is 
absolutely  necessary;  neither  can  thej 
think  that  by  force  of  arms  we  can  compel 
the  French  people  to  submit  to  a  govern- 
ment not  chosen  by  themselves,  without 
trampling  on  the  inalienable  rights  of  man- 
kind, without  denying  the  justice  of  our 
own  glorious  revolution,  and  impeaching 
the  title  of  the  house  of  Brunswick  to  the 
throne  of  these  realms ;  they,  therefore, 
humbly  pray  the  House  to  inquire  into 
and  remedy  all  abuses  in  the  state,  to  re- 
trench all  unneccssarv  expenses,  and  in- 
troduce the  mo;}t  rigid  system  of  economy 
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ia  every  department  of  the  government, 
and  especiaHy  to  reduce  our  immenBe 
standing  army  on  a  scale  consistent  with 
the  resources  of  the  empire  and  the  genius 
of  the  constitution,  that  the"  House  will 
abolish,  as  soon  as  possible,  places  with- 
out service  and  pensions  without  merit, 
and  r^ulate  the  salaries  of  the  servants 
of  Uie  Crown,  and  other  public  officers,  by 
a  standard  conformable  to  their  services, 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  the 
distresses  of  the  people.'' 

On  the  motion  that  the  petition  do  lie 
on  the  table, 

Mr.  Tremayne  observed,  that  in  one 
part  of  the  petition,  that  in  which  the  pe- 
titioners complained  of  faith  having  been 
broken  with  them,  he  by  no  means  con- 
curred; but  that  he  cordially  coincided  in 
the  wish  expressed  for  retrenchment  and 
economy  in  the  various  departments,  civil 
and  military,  of  the  public  service. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Petition  from  Dumfries  respect* 
INO  British  Prisoners  in  Spain.]  Mr. 
K.  Douglas  presented  a  petition  from  the 
corporation  and  inhabitants  of  Dumfries ; 
settmg  fortli,  *<  That  the  House,  it  is  be- 
lieved, know  that  seventy  persons,  subjects 
•f  the  United  Kingdom,  nave  lately  been 
accused  of  being  concerned  with  the  in- 
surgents in  South  America,  and  con- 
demned to  suffer  death,  but  it  is  reported 
they  are  transmitted  to  Old  Spain,  to  await 
the  award  of  his  most  catholic  majesty, 
the  king  of  Spain,  and  are  now  on  their 
passage  to  that  country ;  the  petitioners, 
from  the  common  feelings  of  humanity  for 
their  countrymen,  in  a  situation  so  critical, 
presume  to  solicit  the  immediate  interfe- 
rence of  the  House  in  any  way  they  shall, 
in  tbeir  wisdom,  think  proper,  for  the  pro- 
tection, and  to  obtain  the  liberation  of 
those  truly  unfortunate  subjects  of  Great 
Britain ;  one  of  whom ^  they  understand, 
is  a  young  gentleman  named  Wellwood 
Hyslop,  a  native  of  Dumfries,  and  con- 
nected with  many  of  the  most  respectable 
families  of  that  country,  than  whom  none 
have  been  more  loyal  to  the  government, 
or  more  honourable  and  respectable  in 
society ;  they  therefore  most  earnestly  in- 
treat  the  humane  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  very  claimant  case  before  stated." 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  application 
had  already  been  made  to  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment on  this  subject,  and  that  the 
connexions  of  the  individuals  in  question 


need  be  under  no  alarm,  as  that  govern- 
ment had  expressed  its  disposition  to  adopt 
the  most  indulgent  course  with  respect  to 
them. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

# 

BankT  Restriction.]  Mr.  Homer 
gave  notice  that  on  Wednesday  next  he. 
would  move  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
on  the  part  of  the  bank  of  England  of  re- 
newing their  cash  payments,  and  into  the 
means  best  calculated  for  effecting  that 
object*  The  hon.  and  learned  genUeman 
then  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
House '  an  account  of  the  nett  weekly 
amount  of  the  bank  of  England  notes  in 
circulation,  from  the  9th  of  February,. 
1815,  to  the  latest  period  to  which  the. 
same  could  be  made  out,  distinguishing 
post  bills  from  notes,  and  distinguishing 
those  under  the  value  of  51* 

Mr.  GrenfMf  in  consequence  of  the 
notice  which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
had  given  of  a  motion  on  the  subject  of 
the  restriction  on  cash  payments  at  the 
bank  for  Wednesday,  suggested  to  the 
riffht  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  the  expe- 
diency of  deferring  the  third  reading  of 
the  bank  restriction  bill,  which  stood  for 
Monday,^  until  the  fete  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  bend's  motion  should  be  decided. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re- 
plied, that  the  measure  was  not  one  of 
novelty,  that  the  grounds  on  which  it  was 
proposed  were  well  known,  and  that  it 
was  desirable  no  further  delay  should  tako 
place  with  respect  to  it. 

Mr.  Homer  complained  of  the  way  in 
which  the  bill  had  been  hurried  through 
the  House,  which  was  the  less  defensible, 
as  the  existing  act  would  not  expire  until 
July.  Although,  in  point  of  form,  the 
bill  in  progress  was  to  continue  the  exist* 
ing  bill,  yet,  under  the  novel  circumstancea 
of  the  times,  it  assumed  all  the  character 
of  a  new  measure.  It  was  therefore  ex- 
tremely important  that  the  House  should  . 
thoroughly  understand  on  what  principle 
it  was  recommended  for  their  adoption, 
and  for  that  purpose  the  fullest  conside- 
ration and  inquiry  appeared  to  him  to  be 
indispensable. 

A^r.  F.  Lewie  strongly  recommended, 
that  the  further  proceeding  on  the  bill 
should  be  postponed  until  the  House  had 
determined  whether  or  not  further  inquiry 
was  necessary. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  per* 
sisted  in  objecting  to  any  further  delay  in 
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tbfl  progrefH  of  the  bill.     It  bail  been  pro- 
pOMtl  on  f;"")"^!!  ol' public  noloriely,  and 
bad  alri:D(ly  unilurgone  ample  discuafiion. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  coiittniltil.  ihnt  all 
that  vrtta  DDliicious  wns,  nt>l  the  ({raund  on 
whicb  ibe  bill  Hhould  pasu,  but  tin-  ground 
on  «l)ic)i  it  sliould  uot  pu<.  Whcti  ihc 
nstriciion  wat  oricliinjly  proposed,  it  wan 
00  tbe  K'<3und  of  (be  i-schnnKi;  Iwing 
agaiiwl  tnis  country,  and  it  vraa  declared, 
toil,  when  it  came  to  par — wben  iha 
prico  ot'  gold  iliould  full— tlUH  naeuure 
would  be  nu  ton^r  otiKvamry,  It  nas  no* 
t«notw  tliat  iliose  evinto  Itad  (okeo  place, 
and  yet  the  riglil  Hon.  genllcmaa  preyed 
(be  measure,  and  persevered  in  Mjing, 
that  no  incfuiry  ought  to  take  place,  aa 
tho  reacons  for  pasting  the  bill  were  no- 
torious l  He  repeated  ilie  atatement  of  his 
ban.  and  learned  frtcad  as  to  tb«  way  in 
which  llie  bill  had  been  hurried  Dn  at 
tJmes  when  there  were  not  twenty  mera- 
bsn  prrsent ;  the  resolution  of  the  com* 
isittee,  out  of  which  the  bill  emanated, 
being  moved  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
iae>  aud  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
talcing  place  at  lour  o'clock  on  a  Eubse- 
qoent  day.  Under  all  ilittc  circum- 
■tanct's,  be  trusted  ihe  right  htm.  geulle- 
nan  would  yet  agree  to  postpone  the 
tbird  reading  until  bia  hon.  and  learned 
fsMtd's  motion  should  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Bronghnm  olwerved,  that  the  new 
measuri;  uq«  as  different  Iroin  the  old  as 
tho  peiice  property  tax  was  from  the  war 
property  tax — a  ditference  which  ho  bad 
BO  doubt  the  right  hon.  gentleman  tbo- 
Touglily  understood  [A  laugh}.  At 
what  hour  was  the  House  to  be  driven 
to  the  diseusiMon  of  the  bill  on  Monday  i 
X*robably  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
die  committee  on  the  agricultural  dis- 
tresses having  precedence  of  iL  It  was 
ramoured.  and  if  true  it  might  account 
for  the  right  hnn.  gentleman's  impatience 
on  thcsubject  that  a  bargain  had  recently 
been  struck  betwet-n  tht:  right  bon.  gentle- 
man and  the  bank  of  England,  by  which  the 
latter  agreed  to  accommodate  the  former 
witli  Q  further  loan  often  or  twelve  millions 
out  of  ilie  unknown  aud  unlimited  funds 
of  the  bank  of  England  (funds  likely  to 
continue  unknown  and  unlimited,  if  the 
•xtsting  system  continued  to  be  pursued), 
in  addition  to  the  nine  millions  whicb 
tbey  bad  already  agreed  to  advance,  in 
consideration  of  which  the  right  lion,  gen- 
tleman had  agrc-ed  to  enable  the  bank  to 
continue  to  enjoy  during  peace  the  privi- 
iege  of  coining  money. 


Bank  Restrklios. 
The  C/utnctUor  of  tht  Ejcittpi'  ics 
leavv  povilively  to  deuy,  that  ss^  t^ 
which  the  bank  bad  dimIg,  or«i.cii 
might  hereafter  roake  to  govcnuna;* 
canncclcd  with  (he  bill  in  piugreii:) 
Houac;  and    uhich    stood  wUii 

The  motion  waa  then  agti 
Mr.  Horntr's  moving  for  fm 
of  a  fttmilar  nature, 

MT.Jirougham  wished  tl«  Itil 
ccUor  of  the  exchequer  ibouHwaw 
question  positively,  wbeltwr  ki 
conient  la  po&tpone  the  fiudMr  n 
of  the  bill,  until  afier  the  iacmimi 
hon. and  learocd  friend's  taaueomH 
nesday. 

The  Ckancelior  of  the  Esthtpum 
Gew  words  in  reply,  but  in  so  loir 
oa  to  be  inaudible'in  the  gallm. 

Mr.  Tieniei/  ubaerved,  tlwii.;.^ 
of  such  iiiipoTiutice  n»  ihe  b»nk  rat. 
bill  should  not  be  sudered  to  tlip  in. 
the  House  without  sufficient  :.-;- 
to  its  oecesfiity,  and  if  the  ihiiil  r>^ 
that  Itill  were  urged  oa  Moodai>> 
feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it  bj  (Wit 
sible  means.  It  was  not  for  tltcpf 
of  causing  any  unnecessary  ddniH 
wished  for  its  further  poftpnneaeii- 
in  order  that  the  House  should  bw^ 
cient  lime  to  consider  of  its  «ifa4 
A  committee  would  be  the  best  ce 
which  i)iut  expediency  coulii  i<:  -' 

mittec  formed,  and  to  give  itm:  - 
inquire,  that  be  wished  to  hi^t'^ 
thor  priigresfi  of  the  bill  dtlaW 
short  time.  The  right,  boa.  w ' 
cellar  of  the  exchequer  had  tud,t!:^ 
grounds  of  the  restriction  wtte  =^ 
of  public  notoriety.  This  wu  •■ 
did  not  believe,  and  what  ht'^ 
they  did  exist,  should  be  mMi  ^ 
the  committee.      It  hadalsobtr'* 


the   1 


\  not  c 


with  any  advance  made  or  to  bri*>^ 
the  bank.  This  also  be  did  n<*  ** 
He  knew  the  bank  would  not  C(W  ■ 
any  advance  unless  they  recemJ  * 
deroble  advantages  by  it.  Thrdw* 
of  the  exchequer  had  made  a  UKi  «" 
gain  with  tbc  bank.  He  bad  t^' 
you  lend  me  the  money  I  wuO,* 
shall  take  care  that  none  iM^l 
manded  of  you"  [Hear,  beat!}. ' 
question  was  not  now  so  much**' 
tlu'  bill  should  be  read  a  thinl  >* 
what  should  be  the  duration  of  (hr" 
tton,  bvt  whether  any  rMtnelMB  ■■ 
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pajments  was  necesstry,  and  an  inquiry 
by  a  committee  would  be  the  best  means 
of  ascertaining  that  fact.  A  late  hour  on 
Monday  or  Tuesday  evening  would  not 
be  the  proper  time  for  moving  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  if  it  were  moved 
on  either  of  those  evenings,  he  should  op- 
pose it  by  moving  an  adjournment. 

Lord  CasUereagh  observed,  that  when 
the  bill  came  on  for  a  third  reading  on 
Monday,  his  right  hon.  friend,  the  cnan- 
oellor  of  the  exchequer,  would  be  pre- 
pared to  show  its  necessity. 
.  Sir  J,  Newport  observed,  tliat  the  re^ 
Btrictiou  of  cash  payments  must  have  been 
4  source  of  immense  profit  to  the  bank, 
as  could  be  proved  by  the  circumstance, 
that  since  it  commenced,  bank  stock  had 
risen  very  considerably. 
.  The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Horner  observed,  that  another  rea- 
Bon  why  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
should  be  postponed  was,  that  it  had  not 
yet  been  printed. 

The  Chancellor  (>f  the  Exchequer  then 
moved,  that  the  bill  be  printed.— Ordered. 

Poor  Laws.]  Mr.  Curwen  wished  to 
know  from  the  noble  lord  opposite,  whe- 
ther it  was  the  intention  of  his  majesty's 
government  to  bring  forward  any  measure 
on  the  subject  of  the  Poor  Laws.  Those 
laws,  as  they  stood  at  present,  were  gene- 
rally complained  of  throughout  the  coun- 
try, on  account  of  their  severe  pressure 
on  all  ranks,  lliey  were  felt  with  peculiar 
severity  in  that  part  of  the  country  which 
be  represented,  on  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  Irish  and  Scotch  labourers  who  re- 
sorted thither.  Two  bills  had  already 
been  brought  into  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  bothrhad  been  rejected,  because 
of  their  insufficiency.  The  state  of  the 
country  was  such  at  present,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  those  laws  in  general  so  severe, 
that  some  inquiry  on  the  subject  was  ab- 
solutely necessary,  and  he  knew  of  no 
means  by  which  that  inquiry  could  so  well 
be  made,  or  an  adequate  remedy  provided, 
as  by  a  committee.  It  was  out  of  the 
power  of  any  individual  to  propose  such  a 
remedy  as  would  answer  genendlv.  A 
committee  alone,  after  mature  deubera- 
iion,  could  do  this.  He  hoped  the  noble 
lord  opposite  would  not  withhold  his 
serious  attention  from  this  'important  sub- 
ject. 

Lord  Casthreagh  replied,  that  be  was  not 
{■epared  to  state  that  bis  majesty's  govern- 
\i  intended  to  bring  forwfra  any  mea- 


sure on  the  poor  laws.  At  the  same  time^ 
he  hoped  that  this  would  not  discourage 
the  hon.  member,  who,  he  believed,  was 
very  well  informed  on  the  subject,  from 
bringing  forward  any  motion  on  it. 

Mr.  Curwen  observed,  that  he  should 
rather  see  such  a  measure  originate  with 
his  majesty's  ministers  as  he  conceived  it 
would  be  attended  with  better  effect  than 
if  it  came  from  any  individual ;  but  if  no 
other  member  brought  it  under  the  notice 
of  the  House,  he  would  submit  a  motion 
on  it,  in  the  course  of  a  short  time. 
.  General  Hart^  in  moving  for  the  imme- 
diate production  of  some  papers  relative 
to  the  excise  in  Ireland,  which  had  been 
ordered  on  the  23rd  of  February,  took 
occasion  to  complain  of  the  great  distress 
to  which  the  people  in  many  parts  of  Ire- 
land, particularly  in  the  North,  were  re- 
duced, by  the  heavy  fines  levied  in  eonse- 
quence  of  illicit  distillation. — These,  he 
observed,  were  in  many  instances  mo 
severe,  that  several  of  the  persons  on 
whom  they  were  levied  were  reduced  to 
great  distress  and  want ;  their  cows,  sheep, 
and  horses  being  frequently  taken  off,  and 
starved  to  death  before  they  could  be  re- 
deem.ed  bv  the  owners.  He  also  corn* 
plained  of  the  manner  in  which  excise 
officers  often  conducted  themselves,  in 
their  search  for  illicit  whisky;  and  the 
hardships  to  which  many  innocent  per- 
sons were  exposed,  in  whose  care  or  pos- 
session such  whisky  was  fonnd.  He  made 
these  complaints  fx>r  the  purpose  of  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  state 
of  the  excise  laws  in  Ireland,  as  far  as  the 
same  regarded  illicit  distillation. 

Forged  Notss.^  General  Thornkm^ 
pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given,  rose 
to  move  for  **  a  return  of  the  total  norai^ 
nal  value  of  all  Notes  presented  at  the 
bank  of  En^and  and  reiused  payment  as 
being  forged,  in  the  last  four  years,  and 
up  to  the  latest  period  to  whidb  it  could 
be  made  out,  specifying  the  amount  of 
each  year."  He  observed,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  forsing  notes  had  risen  to  a  great 
height  lately,  and  he  understood  particu- 
larly since  the  restoration  of  peace.  Many 
of  those  notes  were  so  well  executed,  that 
they  were  with  difficulty  distinguished 
from  good  ones.  He  also  understood  thai 
sevend  of  those  notes  werebrought  from  the 
continent ;  but  he  hoped  this  would  not  be 
found  correct.  His  object  in  makins  the 
motion  was,  that  some  remedy  mi^t  be 
deWsed  by  wUch  such  fbsgery  nu^t  be 
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rendered  more  difficult.  Thii  he  con- 
ceived might  be  done  by  a  diflbrent  me- 
thod of  making  them  from  that  which 
was  at  present  followed.  Several  plans 
for  this  purpose  had  already  been  pre- 
sented to  the  bank  of  England,  and  among 
others,  one  by  earl  Stanhope,  which  had 
been  rejected  by  the  bank  as  too  expen- 
sive. He  conceived  that  the  adoption  of 
some  plan  was  necessary  to  prevent  the 
great  evil  which  he  had  pointeid  out* 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Assessed  Taxes.]  Mr.  Brovgham 
wished  to  know  from  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  whether  any  late  orders 
had  been  issued  to  the  collectors  of  the 
Assessed  Taxes  and  the  arrears  of  the  pro« 
perty  tax,  by  which  those  collectors  were 
obliged  to  demand  the  immediate  pay- 
ment of  those  taxes  when  they  fell  due. 
He  was  induced  to  ask  the  question,  from 
the  circumstance  that  several  'reports  had 
got  i||to  circulation,  of  notices  having 
been  sent  by  the  collectors  of  those  taxes, 
demanding  immediate  payment  when  they 
became  due.  He  could  mention  one  in- 
stance where  a  gentleman  in  Edinburgh, 
who  owed  assess^  and  other  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  1221.  had  received  a  perem|9 
tory  order  for  payment,  from  the  col- 
lector. He  did  not  precisely  know  what 
indulgence  in  point  of  time  was  given  for 
the  payment  of  the  assessed  taxes  after 
they  became  due,  but  he  knew  that  with 
regard  to  the  property  tax,  it  was  not 
payable  till  Midsummer,  when  it  became 
due  in  April. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re- 
plied, that  no  such  order  as  that  to  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  had  alluded 
had  been  issued ;  on  the  contrary,  great 
indulgence  was  to  be  allowed.  With  re- 
gard to  the  arrears  of  the  property  tax 
still  due,  it  was  his  intention  to  submit,  in 
a  short  time,  some  measure  of  indulgence 
as  to  the  time  of  their  payment. 

Mr.  Brougham  expressed  himself  per- 
fectly satisfied  at  the  candid  explanation 
which  had  been  given. 

DuNLEARY  Harbour  Bill.^  On 
moving,  that  the  bill  for  erectmg  an 
Asylum  Harbour  for  ships  to  the  east- 
ward of  Dunleary,  within  the  port  of 
Dublin,  be  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald  informed  the 
House,  that  he  had  heard  with  surprise, 
and  he  confessed  with  great  regret,  that 
an  opposition  had  arisen  in  Ireland  to  the 
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provisions  of  the  biH  ;  no  doubt  tlie 
House  would  be  sarprked  to  bear  thid 
among  those  who  opposed  it,  and  alsowlio 
were,  he  believed,  active  in  obtainiiiff 
petitions  against  it,  were  some  who  had 
been  most  forward  in  the  atepa  which  had 
led  to  the  present  measure-^many  of  then 
subscribers  to  those  petitions  which  be 
had  had  the  honour  of  presenting  to  the 
House  both  in  the  last  and  the  presest 
session,  and  upon*  which  the  bill  had  been 
introduced.  He  felt  that  in  proposint 
the  loan  of  so  large  a  sum  as  that  whia 
had  been  estimated  as  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  work  designed,  he  had  gone  as 
far  as  he  could  go  consistentljr  with  Iv 
public  duty.  He  felt  that  the  goTemmeoC 
of  the  country  had  gone  far  in  recom- 
mending to  that  House  the  advance  of  at- 
least  half  a  million  of  money  at  the  r»- 
ouest  of  those  who  had  put  forward  the 
first  application.  He  was  sure  the  Hooie* 
had  manifested  a  liberality  without  exaoH 
pie,  with  respect  to  any  works  of  the 
same  description  in  England ;  nor  should 
he  be  jdstified  in  calling  upon  the  Hovne^ 
of  Commons  to  do  more  in  the  preaest 
state  of  the  finances  of  tfie  unitea  king- 
dom, and  at  e  time  particularly  when  the 
whole  revenue  of  Ireland  was  inadeqmrit' 
to  its  proportion  of  expenditure.  If  thoas 
gentlemen  who  oppose  this  bill,  at  the 
other  side  of  the  water,  had  been  ae- 
quainted  with  the  common  forms  of  par* 
liament,  they  would  not  have  misled  the 
public  by  propositions  so  yague,  and  so 
inadmissible,  'as  those  which  tbey  had  ad- 
vanced. If  they  had  been  acquamted 
with  the  history  of  any  of  those  proceed- 
ings connected  with  the  docks  and  bar* 
hours  and  other  works  in  this  country 
which  were  the  subject  of  bills  in  parlia- 
ment,, they  would  not  have  ventured  to 
tell  the  petitioners  that  the  expense  of  a 
work  of  this  nature  ought  to  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  exchequer ;  if  they  had  had 
any  experience  of  the  feeling  of  the 
House  in  this  session,  with  regard  to  die 
public  expenditure,  they  would  not  have 
encouraged  hopes  which  thev  must  know 
would  be  disappointed ;  if  they  .had  any 
fair  or  honest  motives  of  opposition,  they 
would  not  have,  by  the  grossest  misrepre- 
sentation, endeavoured  to  menace  some 
and  seduce  others  into  a  petition  against 
an  undertaking  which  had  for  its  great 
object  the  salvation  of  human  life;  if  they 
had  felt  for  the  character  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  they  would  not  have  attempted 
to  recall  the  petitions  iriuch  had  been  laid 
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Klie  represeDtativet  of  the  people, 
kid  they  have  stigmafized  the  mer- 
Dody  of  the  Irish  capital  with  such 
<^on8i8teDcy.-^If  they  had  felt  for 
re^ts  of  humanity,  they  would  not 
chibited  the  people  of  Dublin  at 

of  the  House  of  Commons  peti- 

against  a  bill  which  would  have 

lie  sinking  sailor  in  the  night  of 

and  of  danger.     Shameful  mis- 

ntations,  he  had  reason  to  believe, 

rn  used. — Some  of  the  opposers  of 

had*  dared  tp  say,  that  a  tax  on 
vas  to  be  imposed  to  defray  the 
5«r— Great  misrepresentations  must 
sen  used  to  prevail  on  the  citizens 
2in  to  take  such  a  course,  so  in- 
ent  with  their  former  professions 
nduct— so  inconsistent  with  the 
er  of  their  country, 
ng  said  so  much,  it  only  remained 

to  assure  the  House,  that  he  would 
sdnst  the  opposition  of  the  city  of 
p  continue  to  press  the  bilL  He 
lament,  indeed,  for  the  sake  of  hu* 

if  the  bill  was  lost— he  should  la- 

for  the  sake  of  his  native  city.  He 
^ntemplated  great  advantages  as 
D  result  from  its  accomplishment. 
L  hoped  that  in  future,  and  at  no 
times,  the  harbour  of  which  the 
ion  might  now  be  laid,  would  have 
uted  to  the  increase  of  the  trade  of 
,  to  the  safety  and  convenience  of 
g ;  and  those  who  were  acquainted 
e  locality  of  Dublin,  with  the  im- 
nts  belonging  to  its  bay,  might  have 
tte&  the  advantages  which  would 
im  a  landing  harbour  at  Dunleary, 
m  its  being  made  a  place  of  delivery 
lels  of  a  tonnage,  which  could  not 
send  the  river.  Great  docks  had 
been  constructed  to  the  southward 
city,  which  were  not  likely  to  be 

to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
m  designed ;  and  a  ship  canal  from 
inded  harbour  to  these  docks  might 
led  with  a  facility,  which  the  pub- 
)  hardly  aware  of,  and  at  an  ex- 
as  he  believed,  which  would  be 
repaid  by  the  resulting  benefit  to 
le  of  tha  capital ;  but  he  would  not 
iilate  the  grounds  upon  which  he 
regret  the  defeat  of  this  great  mea- 

right  lion,  gentleman  said,  that  af- 
second  reading,  he  should  move 
imittal  of  the  bill,  and  the  report  • 
lid  not  press  the  further  proceeding 
f  until  the  fair  sense  of  those  moit 


materially  concerned  could  be  ascertained ; 
it  was  necessary,  however,  unlesa  he  wer« 
to  abandon  it  at  once,  to  carry  it  through 
certain  stages,  in  order  to  comply  with  th« 
orders  of  the  House ;  he  should  not,  great 
and  interesting  as  the  object  was,  he  again 
said,  press  it  against  the  sense  of  the  city 
of  Dublin.  It  would  be  for  those  wlbo  felt 
anxious  for  its  success,  to  explain  to 
parliament  their  opinions ;  it  would  be  for 
those  merchants  and  ship  owners,  upon 
whose  petitions  the  bill  had  been  intra* 
duced,  and  who  had  not  changed  their 
minds,  to  show  that  their  opinions  and  de« 
sires  remain  unshaken,  and  it  would  then 
be  for  that  House  to  determine  between 
the  contending  parties.  He  would  not 
condescend  to  advert  to  what  had  passed, 
of  petty  intrigue  and  cabal  on  this  sub- 
ject. His  object  could  not  be  mistaken ; 
it  was  no  wish  to  be'  the  author  of  a  popu- 
lar measure,  however  gratifying  that  result 
might  be  to  him.  He  should  regret  the 
failure  of  the  bill,  and  the  citizens  of  Dub- 
lin might  regret  it  when  it  was  too  late. 
As  to  the  government,  it  was  not  for  them, 
he  repeated,  to  force  it.  The  noble  per- 
son at  the  head  of  the  government. of  Ire* 
land  would  regret  as  much  as  any  man 
a%  obstacle  that  might  arise  to  the  com^ 
pletion  of  this  work,  whether  as  a  source 
of  improvement  to  the  capital  where  he  re- 
sided, or  as  an  asylum  for  the  distressed 
and  endangered  mariner.  The  House 
would  lament  it  too;  but  the  House  had 
been  liberal,  and  the  government  would 
have  done  its  duty. 
The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time* 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursdm/,  April  25* 

Transit  Duties  ON  ForeignLinen.] 
Mr.  Finlay^  on  rising  to  move  for  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  re- 
pealing the  exportation  duties  on  Foreign 
Linen,  enterea  into  an  elaborate  view  of 
the  export  linen  trade  in  general.  The 
duties  on  foreign  linen,  when  imported 
for  the  purpose  of  exportation  to4he  West 
Indies  and  Spanish  America,  were  in  the 
first  instance  ji  per  cent. ;  and  when  they 
were  intended  for  home  consumption,  they 
amounted  to  70,  80,  and  sometimes  even 
to  90  per  cent.  This  was  of  course  almost 
equal  to  a  total  prohibition ;  but  as  it  had 
no  relation  to  the  object  of  his  motion,  he 
Should  confine  himself  to  the  foreign 
trade.  As  far  as  related  to  a  time  of  war, 
he  acceded  to  the  wisdom  9f  the  regula^ 
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lion,  because  it  threw  the  whole  trade  into 
our  hands.  The  great  mart  for  linens  was 
Spanish  America,  which  could  then  only 
be  supplied  through  ur;  but  even  then, 
we  could  never  sell  a  cargo  unless  it  were 
assorted,  that  is,  unless  it  contained  a 
certain  portion  of  foreign  as  well  as  of 
Irish  and  Scotch  linens.  At  present  our 
depots  in  the  West  Indies  were  resorted 
to,  for  purchases  for  the  Spanish  American 
market,  but  the  export  duties  prevented  us 
from  having  an  assortment  of  foreign 
linens,  on  terms  as  cheap  as  they  could  be 
Bold  by  foreigners  who  carried  them  out 
from  the  continental  port^.  Now,  unless 
our  depots  could  be  supplied  with  foreign 
Hnens  as  well  as  the  home  ones,  we  should 
be  prevented  from  selling  as  much  of  tlie 
latter  as  we  had  been  accustomed  to  do, 
as  the  Spaniards  would  not  take  any  from 
us  unless  they  could  get  a  certairi  propor- 
tion of  foreign.  When  no  duties  were  laid 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  linen,  the 
consumption  of  what  we  exported  of  our 
own  was  much  greater  than  it  has  been 
aince,  and  no  evil  arose  from  the  law, 
as  it  formerly  stood.  After  a  variety 
of  observations  on  the  necessity  of 
competition  of  Irish  and  Scotch  linens 
in  foreign  markets,  which,  he  contended, 
would  be  effected  by  the  repeal  of  the 
transit  duty,  the  hon.  ^ntleman  added, 
that  he  would  leave  to  Ireland  the  mono- 
poly of  her  own  market,  and  not  interfere 
with  her  market  in  Great  Britain;  and 
concluded  with  moving,  **  That  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  laws  regulating  the  trade  in  fo- 
reign linen,  and  to  report  their  observa- 
tions thereon  to  the  House." 

Mr.  Vcsej/  Fitzgerald  said,  that  on  a 
subject  60  deeply  affecting  the  interests  of 
Ireland,  he  could  not  remain  silent.  He 
thanked  the  hon.  gentleman  for  what  it 
ieemed  he  considered  a  great  concession, 
*<  he  would  leave  to  Ireland  the  monopoly 
of  her  own  market,  and  he  would  not  in- 
terfere with  her  market  in  Great  Britain." 
This,  in  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, was  a  great  concession,  and  from  this 
the  House  would  interpret  whether  his 
real  motive  were,  to  benefit,  as  he  proposed, 
the  Irish  trade,  or  to  serve  the  interests  of 
the  carrying  merchant.  In  a  word,  it  was 
a  question  between  our  domestic  manu- 
facturers and  those  who  were  connected 
with  the  shipping  interests.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion, whether  for  their  benefit,  the  House 
would  depart  from  the  policy  on  which 
they  had  acted,  and  open  'the  markets  of 


South  Am^icB  to  the  exporter  of  forein 
linen  in  preference,  and  to  the  excluiioB, 
be  would  say,  of  that  which  was  subjected 
to  taxation,  to  high  rents,  and  to  an  ei- 
pensive  process,  all  of  which  prevented 
the  Irish  manufacturer  from  entering  into 
competition  with  the  fabric  of  tliose  coos- 
tries  where  the  same  burthens  are  not  is- 
posed.  The  hon.  gentleman  said,  tbatkii  I 
object  was  to  benefit  the  Irish  manufk* 
turer.  He  preferred  to  the  opinion  of  the 
member  for  Glasgow,  the  unanimous  Te» 
lution  of  those  connected  with  the  linee 
trade  of  Ireland ;  of  all  the  manufacturen 
of  her  provinces,  and  of  the  board  wIm  | 
presided  over  their  interests.  He  thought 
It  extraordinary,  too,  that  one  of  the  args« 
ments  in  support  of  the  proposition  shcraM 
be,  that  it  would  benefit  Ireland,  yet  the 
same  point  was  urged  by  Prussia^  on  the 
ground  that  we  were  excluding  her  msno* 
factures  from  their  natural  markets  by  oar 
transit  duty ;  thus  the  hon.  gentleman  pro- 
posed, for  the 'benefit  of  Ireland,  tbe  sane 
measure,  exactly  the  same,  which  the 
Prussian  merchant  and  the  Prussian  oi- 
nistry  contended  for,  on  the  ground  thtt 
it  would  benefit  the  manufacture  of  Pmsii 
and  Silesia.  But  the  hon.  gentleman  vis 
still  more  inconsistent,  for  he  told  us  thit 
foreigners  could  send  out  their  liDem 
direct  from  Dantzig,  Bremen,  and  other 
ports;  and  vet  his  whole  argument  west 
to  prove,  that  assorted  cargoes  for  tbe 
American  market  could  be  had  only  in 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  The  Ikkl 
member  knew  that  they  could  not  obtain 
them  in  those  British  islands  to  which  he 
had  alluded ;  or  did  he  say  that  they  hsd 
sufficient  depots  in  the  Oanish  or  other 
islands  in  the  West  Indies.  He  knew  that 
they  had  not.  The  Spaniards,  said  tbe 
hon.  member,  were  not  satisfied  without 
foreign  linens :  but  he  knew  that  for  ycm 
they  had  none  but  British  or  Irish ;  for  if 
they  had  any  other,  his  complaint  of  the 
efibct  of  the  transit  duty  was  absurd.  He 
said  that  we  could  not  send  forth  or  sell 
our  linen  as  foreign!  Yet,  would  the 
House  believe  it,  the  hon.  gentlemsa 
had  been  himself  the  author  of  a  measure 
which  dispensed  with  the  seals  and  marks 
affixed  to  our  linen  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  giving  to  it  a  character  of  foreign  lineo, 
and  introducing  it  into  the  market  of 
South  America  particularly ,  saying  that 
we  had  the  means  of  thus  possessmg  our- 
selves of  that  great  market.  This  had  oc- 
curred not  more  than  two  years  ago.  The 
hon.  gcntlemaD  was  himself  the  author  of 
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that  bill.    At  that  time  the  manufacturers 
of  Scotland  were  benefited  by  the  one 
bill,  and  now  the  port  of  Glasgow,  and  the 
carrying  merchants  were  to  be  benefited 
by  the  other.     As  a  question  of  revenue 
he  would  not  argue  it,  though  in  despite 
of  the  tranch  duty,  so  considerable  was 
the   export  in  1814,   that  the  duty  re- 
tained m  this  country  was  near  40,000/. 
over  and  above  very  high  import  duties. 
A  noble  friend  of  his,  the  member  for  the 
county  of  Antrim,  had  that  day  presented 
a  petition  from  the  manufacturers  of  the 
north  of  Ireland  against  the   duties  on 
barilla,  and  other  materials  used  in  bleach- 
ing.    He  regretted  that  he  had  not  been 
in  the  House  when  that  petition  was  pre- 
sented, for  he  certainly  should  have  en- 
deavoured to  show  that  the  noble  lord 
(Yarmouth)   and  his  constituents,    had 
taken  an  erroneous,  at  least  an  unreason- 
able view  of  that  question.    That,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  point  at  present.    He 
would  not  obstinately  persevere  in  retain- 
ing the  duties  on  barilla,  if  it  was  shown 
that  he  was  wrong ;  but  if  such  was  the 
feeling,  such  the  alarm  with  respect  to  a 
duty  so  inconsiderable,  what  would  be  the 
impression  if  we  took  away  the  market 
which  we  now  possessed  I  He  could  assure 
the  House,  that  the  alarm  was  great  and 
universal ;  this  proceeding  would  takie  froni 
us  directly  our  greatest  consumption.  The 
export  of  Irish  linens  to  Great  Britain  had 
increased  in  the  three  last  years  beyond 
what  gentlemen  were  perhaps  aware  of. 
In  1812  it  was  35,000,000  of  yards,  in 
1814  37,000,000,   and  in  tlie  last  year 
more  than  40,000,000.    Since  the  enact- 
ment of  the  transit  duty  the  increase  of 
Uie  import  of  Irish  linens  into  this  country 
has  been  progressive ;  this  the  papers  on 
the  table  would  show.    A  further  proof 
was  exhibited  of  the  result  of  the  transit 
duty  in  the  export  of  Irish  linens  from 
Great  Britain  in  the  same  years.  In  1812, 
of  Irish  linen,  the  quantity  exported  was 
5,800,000;  in  1814,  7,226,000;  in  1815, 
it  amounted  to  9,562,000 ;  but  the  increase 
in  the  export  of  British  linens  was  greater 
still;   in  the  first  of  the  years  he  had 
quoted,  it  was  13,000,000  of  yards ;  in 
the  second  18/X)0,000,  while  in  the  last, 
in  despite  of  all  the  unfavourable  circum- 
stances which  the  hon.  member  had  re- 
ferred to,  it  was  more  than  17  millions ; 
this  would  show  that  it  was  not  a  mere 
Irish  question.     England,  too,  had  a  little 
share  in  the  consideration — or  was  her 
manufacture  too  to  be  given  up  for  the 
(V0L.XXXI1I.) 


carrying  trade  \   But  even  if  it  were  but 
an  Irish  question,  it  would  be  his  duty, 
said  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  his  de* 
termination  to  resist  the  motion.     The 
House  could  hardly  estimate  what  the 
feeling  in  Ireland  was  upon  it.    He  had 
yesterday  received  a  letter  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  linen  trade  at  Belfast,  ear- 
nestly intreating  the   protection  of  the 
government,  and  praying  that  the  united 
parliament  would  fulfil  the  pledges  which 
the  separate  legislatures  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  had  repeatedly  given.    The 
House  of  Commons  would  not,  on  the 
speculative  opinions  of  any  body  of  men, 
however  respectable,  take  a  proceeding  so 
alarming  to  those  who  constituted  a  large 
portion  of  the  Irish  population.    They 
would  remember  what  had  been  promised - 
to  the  staple  manufacture  of  that  country ; 
they  would  remember,  that  you  had  taken 
the  woollen  trade  from  them,  that  you  had 
forced  them  to  abandon  the  manufacture 
which  was  flourishing,  and  that  you  re- 
ceived upwards  of  two  millions  annually 
from  them,  for  that  manufacture  which 
they  had  abandoned.    He  could  tell  the 
House^  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Ferguson^ 
the  chairman  of  that  committee  that  he  had 
referred  to,  that  there  had  been  received 
orders,  by  some  of  the  greatest  bleachers, 
from  houses  in  London,  for  linens  made 
up  in  imitation  of  foreign  linens,  and  in- 
tended for  the  very  markets   which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  named.  These  orders 
were  now  all  suspended,  until  the  fate  of 
the  present  motion  was  decided.    There 
was  not  a  year  which  would  not  make  this 
trade  of  Ireland  more  important  as  our 
fabric  became  more  known.  "^   On  these 
grounds,  he  would  oppose  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's motion.   A  committee  of  inquiry 
could  do  no  good:   he  saw  much  harm 
which  it  might  do ;  and  at  a  moment  when 
parliament  was  devising  means  to  en  courage 
national  industry,  and  to  sustain  the  droop- 
ing exertions  of  the  country*  he,  for  one, 
would  consent  to  nothing  which  must  tend 
to  diminish  both,  and  acitate  unnecessarily 
the  minds  of  one  of  the  most  important 
provinces  of  Ireland.    The  beet  interests 
of  the  empire  were  involved  in  this  mo* 
tion,  and  he  would  therefore  meet  it  with 
a  direct  negative. 

Mr.  MarryaJt  contended,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down^ 
had  taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  ques« 
tion.  It  had  been  one  of  the  great  objects 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  policy  to  make  this  country 
the '  emporium  of  commerce*    With  this 
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view  he  had  advised  the  formation  of  those 
wet  docks  and  warehouses,  which  were  so 
well  calculated  for  the  furtherance  of 
that  object.  There  were  two  great 
articles  on  which  our  foreign  commerce 
depended — foreign  linens  and  French 
wines*  He  trusted,  not  only  that  the 
hon.  member  for  Glasgow  would  succeed 
in  his  present  motion,  but  that  a  general 
investigation  would  take  place,  in  order  to 
revive  those  regulations  wnich  having  been 
made  for  a  time  of  war,  were  not  appli- 
cable to  a  time  of  peace.  During  war  we 
enjoyed  the  monopoly  of  commerce,  and 
might  do  as  we  chose.  But  times  were 
changed.  Peace  gave  to  the  other  powers 
of  Europe  the  means  of  competition,  and 
unless  we  could  enter  into  the  contest  on 
equal  terms,  our  commerce  would  soon  be 
lost,  and  go  into  other  channels.  In  fact, 
the  continuation  of  war  duties  in  a  time  of 
peace,  had  already  almost  cost  us  the  two 
ffreat  articles  of  our  foreign  commerce- 
foreign  linens  and  French  wines.  As  an 
underwriter,  he  had  taken  pains  to  ob- 
•erve  the  number  and  nature  of  the  ships 
employed  in  the  transit  of  foreign  com- 
merce. For  the  first  three  months  after 
•  peace,  the  number  of  British  ships  in  com- 
parison with  the  number  of  foreign  ships 
■o  employed,  was  as  four  to  one.  In  the 
next  three  months,  they  were  as  two  to 
one.  In  the  succeeding  three  months, 
the  number  of  British  and  foreign  ships 
80  employed,  were  nearly  at  par.  In  the 
last  three  months  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that 
the  number  of  foreign  ships  compared 
with  British,  was  as  two  to  one.  That 
very  morning,  on  a  reference  to  the  list  at 
Lloyd's,  received  from  their  Hgent  at  the 
Havannah,  he  found  that  at  that  port,  (to 
which  during  the  war  we  had  a  monopoly 
of  the  trade),  186  vessels  had  arrived  in 
the  months  of  January  and  February,  and 
that  of  those  186  vessels,  not  one  came 
from  a  British  port  I  This  was  an  answer 
to  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said 
of  the  alarm  excited  among  the  Irish  linen 
manufacturers,  by  the  present  proposition. 
If  no  ship  arrived  at  the  Havannan  from  a 
British  port,  no  Irish  linens  could  arrive 
there.  He  had  formerly  freighted  vessels 
to  the  Havannah ;  and  he  had  never  sent 
foreign  linens  thither,  without  their  having 
been  accompanied  by  Irish  linens.  A 
correspondent  of  his  had  come  to  this 
country  last  year,  from  the  Havannah, 
with  20,000/.  tor  the  purchase  of  goods— a 
fourth  of  which  was  to  be  laid  out  in 
foreign  linens,  and  French  wines.  Finding, 


however,  that  such  heavy  dutitt  were  iai' 
posed  on  the  latter  ariickt  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  that  he  could  consequently  ob- 
tain them  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  in  anj 
port'of  the  continent,  he  went  io  the  coo* 
tinent  for  that  purpose,  and  i^^ere  finding, 
that — owing  to  the  wise  Bysttm  adopted 
by  our  late  enemies,  and  present  rivak,  d 
establishing  free  ports  for  the  receptiogb 
and  re-exportation  of  foreisn  manufac- 
tures without  dutv  he  could  ship  ether 
articles  as  well  as  foreign  linens  and  Frenck 
wines,  on  more  advantageous  terms  tha 
in  Great  Britain,  instead  of  reserving 
16,000/.  for  the  purchase  of  goods  is 
Great  Britain  (most  of  which  would  hsie 
been  Irish  linens),  he  laid  out  his  whok 
20,000/.  in  a  foreign  country.  Yet  diii 
was  the  system  of  commercial  pdkj, 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  reoon- 
mended  the  House  to  maintain.  All  thst 
parliament  were  called  upon  to  do  wasts 
inquire.  They  were  not  desired  to  pas 
any  law :  but  they  were  desired  not  wH^ 
fully  to  shut  their  eyes  against  all  infonsi- 
tion  on  the  subject.  He  was  afraid  hii 
majesty's  government  were  not  suffidendj 
aware  of  toe  importance  of  the  commeice 
which  the  present  system  tended  to  d^ 
stroy.  If  the  existing  duty  was  taken  ti, 
although  no  immediate  advantage  wooU 
be  derived  by  the  exchequer,  yet  an  indi- 
rect advantage  of  the  greatest  importsaoe 
would  ensue  from  the  animation  whidi 
would  be  imparted  to  our  commerce,  and 
which  would  circulate  like  the  life  blood 
through  all  the  veins  of  this  great  empire. 
Considering  the  magnitude  of  the  nib/ect, 
and  the  duty  imposed  on  parliaoient  of 
giving  it  their  most  serious  attention,  be 
trusted  that  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, for  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
would  be  acceded  to. 

Lord  Casilereaghf  while  he  admitted 
that,  on  the  general  principle,  there  wss 
great  temptation  to  the  adoption  of  the 
hon.  gentleman's  proposition,  j'et  coo- 
tended  that  it  ought  to  be  considered  with 
reference  to  particular  circumstances.  He 
was  persuaded  that,  under  those  circum- 
stances, the  result  of  the  proposed  inquiry 
would  be  to  reject  the  measure  recom- 
mended by  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  pend- 
ing that  inquiry  much  agitation  and  un* 
pleasant  feeling  would  be  created  in  a 
part  of  the  empire,  which  it  was  most 
desirable  to  soothe  and  conciliate.  As  to 
the  statements  made  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  had  just  spoken,  of  the  decline  of 
our  foreign  commerce,  he  oonceived  them 
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to  be  only  the  ordinary  indicationB  of  a 
diange  from  a  state  of  war  to  one  of  peace. 
For  his  own  part*  he  was  glad  to  learn  that 
some   foreign  ships    were  found   where 
during  war  no  foreign  ship  had  been  able 
to  go»  as  it  showed  that  tne  commerce  of 
oontinenlal  Europe  was    not  altogether 
chilled  and  annihilated ;  and  as  he  was 
GonTJBced  that  this  country  would  derive 
more  benefit  from  the  extent  to  which  her 
commercial  transactions  would  be  carried 
in  peace,  than  from  the  commercial  mo- 
nopoly which  she  had  possessed  in  war. 
As  to  the  general  principle,  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  a  heavy  transit  duty  on  those 
articles  of  foreign  produce,  in  the  carrying 
of  which  the  trade  of  this  country  was  so 
much  benefited.    The  carrying  trade  of 
this  country   was  a  most  advantageous 
branch  of  commerce,  but  in  the  present 
case  it  was  not  that  kind  of  one  which 
should  be  preferred  to  so  important  a 
branch  of  our  home  manufacture  as  the 
linen  trade,  or  cultivated  to  its  prejudice. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  admit,  that  by  an 
adherence  to  a  general  principle  of  com- 
merce, we  should  silence  or  sacrifice  an 
iasportant  commercial  and  manufacturing 
branch    of  such    vast    local    advantage. 
Another  objection  which  he  had  to  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  was,  that  be- 
tides its  creating  a  great  degree  of  alarm, 
it  would  not  afford  any  additional  informa- 
tion to  that  which  was  already  furnished 
by  several  documents  which  were  before 
the  House.    For  he  contended,  that  there 
was  no  branch  of  this  trade  with  which 
the  House  could  not  be  fully  informed  by 
documents  which  had  been  already  laid 
before  them.    The  committee  might,  in- 
deed, be  able  to  furnish  a  good  deal  of 
reasoning  on  the  subject,  but  they  would 
not  be  able  to  produce  any  new  facts.    It 
was  clear  that  the  exports  of  Irish  linen 
had  considerably  increased  since  the  im- 
position of  the  transit  duty,  and  the  gene- 
ral fear  in  Ireland  was,  that  the  trade  would 
be  materially  injured  by  the  repeal  of  that 
duty.    This  it  was  which  caused  so  much 
alann  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  manufac- 
turers ;  and  he  contended  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  rather  to  allay  any  fer- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
than  contribute  to  increase  it  by  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  measure  as  that  which  was 
now  proposed.    He  thought  it  was  not 
consistent  with  sound  commercial  policy 
to  olay  tricks  with  our  domestic  industry, 
ana  he  was  conviqced  that  with  regard  to 
Iceland,  the  present  was  by  no  means  the 


time  for  such  experiments.  He  would  not 
object  generally  to  making  this  country 
the  grand  emporium  of  foreign  produce, 
but  he  should  make  a  great  distinction  be* 
tween  such  articles  as  would  be  in  compe- 
tition with  6ur  home  produce,  and  those 
which  were  not  so. 

Mr.  «/•  P.  Grant  supported  the  motion. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  the  statements  of  the 
noble  lord  and  the  right  hon.  gentlemau^ 
that  doubts  were  entertained  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  have  thought  it  unneces- 
sary to  enter  into  the  inquiry.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  trade  had  increased.  But 
when  had  it  increased  ?  It  had  increased 
during  war.  An  hon.  gentleman,  however^ 
had  shown  that  this  trade  was  now  on  tbo 
point  of  being  anniliilated.  There  were 
this  year  186  ships  at  the  Havannab,  and 
not  one  British  among  them ;  and  yet  the 
noble  lord  said  the  House  had  all  the  facta 
before  them  to  enable  them  to  make  up' 
their  minds  that  the  inquiry  was  unnece^ 
sary.  He  should  like  to  know  what  could 
be  said  on  this  subject  by  the  board  of 
trade  and  bv  the  chancellor  of  the  excheh 
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quer ;  and  he  hoped  the  Hpuse  would  be 
indulged  with  their  opinion.  If  they  did 
not  say  any  thing  upon  it,  he  was  sure 
they  must  differ  in  opinion  from  the  noble 
lord.  Why  should  we  not  return  to  our 
former  policy  in  time  of  peace  i  He  en- 
treated those  gentlemen  to  vote  for  this 
committee  who  had  always  considered  the 
carrying  trade  of  great  importance ; 
though  the  noble  lord  called  on  the  House 
to  resist  inquiry,  because  there  were  a 
few  people,  manufacturers,  who,  in  hia 
humble  opinion,  were  counteracting  their 
own  interests,  by  contending  for  a  mea- 
sure which  would  be  vitally  injurious  to 
the  carrying  trade.  He  trusted,  no  per* 
son  would  believe  that  the  House  ought 
to  have  its  hands  tied  up  from  such  an 
inquiry. 

Mr.  Feel  was  convinced  that  the  hon. 
member  who  spoke  last  was  actuated  in 
what  he  said  by  the  best  of  motives :  but 
he  was  also  certain  that  that  hon.. member 
bad  argued  from  an  erroneous  view  of  the 
question.  It  was  erroneous  to  suppose 
that  the  people,  whose  fears  were  so  justly 
excited  by  the  notice  of  the  present  mo* 
tion,  were  few  in  number.  The  fact  was 
they  were  a  most  numerous,  industrious, 
and  respectable  body  of  people.  They 
were,  he  might  sav,  almost  the  whole  of 
the  population  of  the  province  of  Ulster, 
They  carried  on  this  important  trade, 
which  was  the  staple  trade  of  Ireland^  and 
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which  England  was  bound  to  protect,  as 
it  had  been  guaranteed  to  Ireland  by  the 
promise  of  king  William  Sd,  in  lieu  of  the 
woollen  trade,  of  which  they  were  then 
deprived.  It  was  a  trade,  the  protection 
of  which  was  granted  to  them  in  lieu  of 
that  great  trade  in  which  they  were  at  one 
time  the  powerful  rivals  of  England. 
Would  the  hon.  member  say  that  those  men 
were  misguided  who  looked  with  fear  on 
any  act  of  the  legislature  which  went  to 
injure  their  staple  trade?  Or  would  he 
say  that  they  were  only  a  few,  when  he 
(Mr.  Peel)  informed  him  of  their  great 
numbers  ?  The  fears  which  were  excited 
by  the  notice  of  the  present  motion  had 
already  a  very  powerful  effect  in  giving  a 
partial  f^ugnation  to  the  Irish  linen  trade, 
as  had  been  proved  by  what  had  fallen 
from  his  right  hon.  friend  (  Mr.  V.  Fitzge- 
rald). He  would  not  say  that  all  those 
fears  which  were  entertained  on  this  sub- 
ject were  well  founded,  but  he  would  con- 
tend, that  as  such  fears  were  known  to 
exist,  it  would  be  impolitic  at  the  present 
moment  to  increase  them  by  any  act 
which  could  ultimately  produce  no  good. 
He  thought  that  it  would  be  considered  as 
a  bad  omen  by  the  people  of  Ireland,  if  a 
motion  were  acceded  to,  which,  in  their 
opinion  of  it,  would  be  sacrificing  their 
staple  trade  to  the  carrying  trade  of  Eng- 
land. This,  he  was  convinced,  would  be 
considered  as  a  bad  omen  of  the  disposition 
of  parliament  towards  them,  on  the  eve  of 
its  going  into  the  discussion  of  the  motion 
of  the  right  hon.  baronet  opposite  (sir  J. 
Newport),  and  therefore  he  contended  it 
would  be  highly  impolitic  to  accede  to  the 
motion.  An  hon.  member  had  said,  that 
the  repeal  of  the  transit  duties  would  serve 
the  linen-manufacturer  of  Ireland.  This 
was  but  an  opinion,  and  against  that  opi- 
nion he  could  urge  two  others.  The  one, 
that  of  the  foreign  manufacturers,  and  the 
other,  that  of  a,  most  intelligent  body  of 
men — the  linen  board  of  Ireland.  The 
former  were  convinced  that  the  repeal  of 
the  transit  duty  would  not  serve  the  Irish 
manufacturer,  and  the  latter  were  equally 
certain  of  it.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
concluded  by  stating,  that  the  present 
question  should  not  be  considered  solely 
in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  but  also  in 
a  political  one.  Its  consequence  would 
involve  great  agitation,  which  it  should  be 
the  duty  oi'  parliament  rather  to  allay  than 
stimulate. 

Mr.  Robtnson  regretted   that  he    felt 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  di&riiig 


from  the  opinions  of  his  right  hoo.  and  no* 
ble  friends,  respecting  the  duty  in  qnei- 
tion.  About  three  yean  ago,  when  the  \ 
continent  was  gradually  shaking  off  the  . 
manacles  imposed  upoa  it  by  what  «a 
called  the  contineiltal  qrstem,  it  was  r- 
ported  to  him,  and  he  concurred  in  die 
opinion,  that  the  repeal  of  this  transit  do^ 
would  be  beneficial.  If  he  had  thought  H 
would  have  been  injurious  to  Ireland,  ke 
would  not  have  been  in  favour  of  it.  He 
knew  that  the  subject  had  excited  strosg 
dissensions;  but  he  had  uniformly statdl 
the  impossibility  of  submitting  it  to  the 
House,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
manufacturers  both  of  England  and  II^ 
land.  They,  however,  diTOred  from  hia, 
and  on  repeated  applications,  one  of  idikk 
was  made  only  last  year,  he  distinctly  gtie 
them  to  understand,  that  unless  the  masih 
facturers  of  Ireland  and  Scotland  could  be 
conciliated,  and  brought  to  agree  with  hii 
view  of  the  subject,  he  must  dedine  io- 
terfering  in  it.  He  still  thought  the  reped 
of  the  duty  would  not  be  prejudicuu  ti 
Ireland ;  but  there  certainly  were  circiah 
stances  in  the  case  which  induced  him  n 
hope  that  the  measure  would  not  now  k 
pressed  upon  the  House* 

Alderman  Atkins  was  in  favour  of  in 
motion.  He  said,  that  the  advantage  II^ 
land  would  receive  from  the  abolitioB  d 
the  duty  would  assuredly  be  a  considerable 
export  trade  beyond  what  she  enjoyed  n 
present.  If  this  country  laid  a  snuul  duty 
only  on  transits,  it  would  be  for  the  genenl 
benefit  of  the  manufacturers  of  IrehuxL 
He  thought  an  inquiry  more  likely  to  sllsy 
the  alarm  and  irritation  alluded  to  than 
to  increase  them. 

Mr.  Forbes  advocated  the  advantages  of 
appointing  a  committee,  conceiving  the 
reasons  advanced  by  his  hon.  friend  who 
made  the  motion  as  perfectly  conclusive. 

Mr.  M*Naughien  conceived  the  com- 
mittee unnecessary.  The  object  proposed 
by  the  hon.  member  appeared  to  him 
highly  injudicious. 

Sir  J,  Newport  lamented  that  such  s 
motion  as  the  present  should  have  been 
made  at  all,  but  particularly  on  the  eve  of 
the  discussion  ox  the  question  respecting 
Ireland,  which  he  should  have  the  honour 
of  submitting.  He  contended,  that  the 
adoption  of  any  measure  which  would  tend 
to  injure  the  linen  manufacture  of  Ireland, 
would  be  a  direct  violation  of  a  most  so- 
lenm  engagement  on  the  part  of  England 
to  protect  that  trade,  which  she  had 
adopted  on  being  driven  out  of  her  wool* 
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len  trade.  The  efiects  of  the  present  mo- 
tion, if  acceded  to,  would  be  most  injuri- 
ous to  Ireland,  as  it  would  be  beh'eved 
there,  that  England  was  about  to  sacrifice 
the  linen  trade  as  she  had  already  done 
the  woollen.  He  did  not  mean'  to  say 
that  the  House  could  entertain  such  an 
intention,  even  if  it  adopted  the  motion ; 
but  such  wovld  be  the  opinion  in  Ireland, 
and  therefore  he  should  oppose  the  motion ; 
The  present  was  not  the  time  for  ihn  dis- 
cussion of  such  a  question,  and  therefore 
it  would  only  add  irritation ,  and  disquiet, 
where  too  much  of  both  existed  already. 

Mr.  Finlat/f  in  reply,  observed,  that 
whatever  argument  had  been  advanced  in 
the  progress  of  this  debate,  had  been  di- 
TBCtcd  rather  against  the  supposed  object 
ef  the  inquiry  than  against  inquiry  itself. 
In  his  opinion  no  proof  had  been  adduced 
that  inquiry  would  prove  prejudicial  to  the 
Irish  manufacture:  on  the  contrary,  he 
believed  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  it. 
He  knew  that  considerable  alarm  had 
arisen  from  a  misconception  that  the  object 
•f  his  motion  was  to  throw  the  home  mar- 
ket open  to  foreign  linens  of  every  de- 
scription. The  noble  lord  had  said  truly, 
that  there  was  a  great  increase  in  the  ex- 
ports of  linen  from  Germany ;  and  this  in- 
crease might  be  of  material  advantage  to 
•ur  commerce,  if  we  reverted  to  our  for- 
mer policy  ;  but  at  present  it  was  of  none. 
He  feared  much  that  if  fuftlier  delay  took 
place,  this  transit  trade  would  take  another 
turn ;  and  he  was  satisfied  that  the  noble 
lord  was  not  aware  of  the  deep  interest 
which  foreigners,  and  particularly  the 
Americans  had  in  the  continuance  of  the 
present  system. 

Tlie  House  then  divided :— .For  the  mo- 
tion, 33;  Against  it,  108;  Majority,  75. 

Property  Tax.]  General  Fergusson, 
in  presenting  a  petition  from  the  land- 
owners and  occupiers  of  land  in  the  county 
of  Fife  and  its  neighbourhood,  said,  he 
was  happy  on  the  present  occasion  by 
bringing  before  the  House  a  petition  most 
respectably  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
that  neighbourhood,  to  wipe  out  a  sort  of 
aq>ersion  which  had  been  cast  on  them  on 
a  former  occasion,  by  the  assertion  that 
there  bad  been  but  four  voices  in  that 
county  raised  against  the  property  tax. 
la  the  petition  he  held  in  his  hand  the 
abolition  of  that  impost  was  gratefully  ac- 
knowledj^ed.  This  would  prove  that  the 
general  feeling  in  that  quarter  with  respect 
to  itj  was  not  what  might  have  boen  sup- 


posed from  the  statement  to  which  he 
nad  referred.  The  petition,  in  setting 
forth  the  distresses  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terests, complained  that  the  same  time 
was  not  allowed  by  the  commissioners  in 
Scotland  for  the  payment  of  the  property 
tax  now  due,  which  had  been  granted  to 
the  same  class  of  persons  in  England.  In 
this  country  the  farmer  was  not  required 
to  pajr  his  property  tax  till  July ;  in  Scot- 
land It  had  been  already  demanded.  One 
uniform  rule  he  was  of  opinion  ought  to 
be  acted  upon  in  both  countries,  "inie  as- 
sessments made  on  property  were  also 
complained  of,  the  tax  being  aemanded  on 
greater  property  than  was  really  possessed, 
and  on  rents  which  ought  to  have  been 
paid,  but  which  had  not  been  received, 
and  were  not  likely  to  be  made  good. 

Mr.  Barham  said,  that  numerous  cases 
had  come  to  his  knowledge  in  which  the 
tax  had  been  levied  on  rents  which  had 
been  remitted,  though  notice  of  the  remis- 
sion had  been  given :  and  also  in  cases 
where  no  rent  had  been  received.  He 
wished  to  know  if  any  relief  was  to  be  af- 
forded in  such  cases. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  this  subject  would  be  best  taken  into 
consideration  when  a  measure  which  he 
intended  soon  to  bring  before  the  House 
should  come  under  discussion.  It  would 
then  be  for  them  to  determine  whether 
any  modification  of  the  arrangement  made 
under  the  minute  of  the  treasury  with  re- 
spect to  eases  where  rent  had  been  remit* 
ted,  would  be  expedient. 

Sir  G.  Warrender  begged  to  remark, 
that  he  had  never  said  there  were  only 
four  voices  raised  against  the  property  tax 
in  the  county  of  Fife.  What  he  had  as- 
serted, he  would  now  repeat,  namely,  that 
at  a  meeting  called  to  petition  against  the 
tax,  there  were  only  found  four  persons 
(those  who  had  called  the  meeting)  to 
vote  against  its  renewal. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the , 
table. 

Motion  for  Reduction  of  the 
Public  Expenpiture.]  The  order  of 
the  day  being  read, 

Lord  George  Cavendish  rose,  and  began 
by  observing  that  he  derived  much  satis- 
rection  in  performing  the  duty  which  he 
had  undertaken,  from  the  reflection  that 
it  would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  &tigue 
the  House  by  any  statement  of  details 
in  support  of  the  motion  of  which  he  had 
given  notice.    The  papera  ahready  laid  on 
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the  table  had  furnished  the  most  ample 
evidence  of  the  state  of  the  country  both 
in  its  financial  circumstances,  its  agricul- 
ture, and  its  manufactures.  It  was  enough 
for  him  to  refer  the  House  to  these  docu- 
ments, and  to  recommend  to  it  that  pro- 
ceeding which,  in  his  judgment,  was  the 
best  calculated  to  enforce  the  adoption  of 
a  system  of  rigid  economy  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  funds.  He  should  per- 
haps be  told,  that  the  estimates  had  been 
revised,  ^hat  considerable  retrenchments 
had  taken  place,  and  that  a  sufficient  ! 
disposition  had  been  manifested  to 
leduce  the  expenditure  to  as  low  a 
point  as  was  consistent  with  national 
security.  At  the  reductions  which  had 
been  effected  he  rejoiced ;  and  if  this  was 
an  admission  that  the  original  estimates 
had  exceeded  what  necessity  required,  he 
knew  that  their  reduction  was  to  be  attri-  i 
bated  to  the  exertions  made  in  opposition  | 
td  them,  and  to  the  emphatic  tone  in  which 
the  public  opinion  haa  been  pronounced 
asainst  them  [Hear,  hear !].  This  was  a 
circumstance  which  afforded  encourage- 
ment to  persevere  in  those  efforts  which 
had  for  tneir  object  a  diminution  of  the 
public  burthens.  It  was  not  bis  intention 
to  enter  on  any  discussion  with  respect  to 
the  armies  we  were  maintaining  abroad, 
or  the  various  topics  of  colonial  policy  on 
which  so  much  debate  had  already  taken 
place ;  but  he  must  still  take  the  liberty  of 
sayine,  that  in  his  opinion  there  was  no 
perioa  of  our  history  when  the  establish- 
ments of  the  country  could  be  reduced 
with  perfect  safety  to  a  lower  scale  than  at 
the  present  moment  [Hear,  hear !].  When 
he  compared  our  expenditure  with  that  of 
any  former  time — when  he  considered  the 
amount  of  the  national  debt,  and  on  the 
other  hand  contemplated  the  admitted  dif- 
ficulties of  the  country,  he  was  convinced 
that  standing  armies  ought  to  be  as  much 
as  ever  an  object  of  constitutional  jealousy, 
and  that  the  interests  of  the  country 
could  only  be  secured  by  persevering  in 
the  policy  of  general  retrenchment.  The 
noble  lord  concluded  by  moving :  "  That 
an  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  setting  forth,  that 
the^  House,  in  pursuance  of  the  estimates 
which  his  royal  highness  had  caused  to  be 
laid  before  them,  had  voted  a  military 
force  greatly  exceeding,  in  anaount,  what 
had  been  required  on  any  former  occasion, 
after  the  restoration  of  peace ;  but  while 
they  thus  placed  at  his  disposal  that  force 
which  he  considered  to  be  necessary  un- 


der existing  circnmstaDcesp  they  hnmbf; 
added  their  earnest  prayer,  tbat  he  wqbU 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  discootin* 
ing  the  great  military  establbhment  tin 
sustained,  which  little  agreed  with  tk 
former  policy  of  the  country,  and  praae^ 
heavy  on  its  resources.'  That  while  te 
relied  on  the  wisdom  of  his  royal  highnei^ 
they  could  not  but  consider  a  large  stsoi 
ing  army,  in  time  of  peace,  as  a  subjects 
constitutional  jealousy ;  for  this  reasoo,  a 
well  as  on  account  of  the  heavy  bmthca 
thrown  on  the  people  by  a  long  protrsctei 
war  (which  they  iioped  would  be  tain 
into  consideration  by  his  royal  highncv), 
and  also  from  a  conviction  that  ecoooa? 
was  necessary  to  the  siipport  of  puUe 
credit ;  they  prayed  that  he  would  be  gn* 
ciously  pleased  to  reduce  and  limit  to  the 
utmost  the  peace  establishment  now  to  be 
formed,  and  to  enforce  the  moat  rigid  aid 
undeviating  economy  in  every  departoieDt 
of  the  state." 

Mr. «/.  P.  Grant  said,  he  was  ss  moch 
a  friend  to  small  economy  as  other  people, 
but  it  was  not  a  reduction  of  part  of  tbe 
staff  of  our  army,  it  was  not  a  reductios 
of  100,000/.  from  the  ordnance  estimtfa, 
it  was  not  the  discharge  of  a  few  cleris 
which  could  at  this  time  save  tbe  countif. 
Its  situation  could  not  now  be  looked  a 
without  feeling  the  greatest  alarm.  Tte 
whole  amount  of  the  sums  to  be  protidei 
for  the  year  was  31 ,683,000/.  Or  this  thi 
establishments  of  the  country  formed  op- 
wards  of  28  millions.  But  this  was  nst 
all.     Two-seventeenths  of  the  joint  a- 

Cenditure  of  the  United  Kingdoms  were^ 
y  the  treaty  of  union,  to  be  charged  ts 
the  account  of  the  treasury  of  Irelsnd; 
but  such  was  now  the  situation  of  tint 
countrjr  that  its  finances  were  not  ecpA 
even  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  iti 
debt ;  and  we  should  have  this  year,  Iw- 
sides  the  2-17ths  already  mentioned,  to 
make  up  a  deficiency  in  the  interest  of 
the  Irish  debt,  and  the  expense  of  ths 
Irish  civil  list,  amounting  in  all  to  997,380l(i 
Adding  this  sum  to  tbe  31,683,000/.  tbs 
whole  would  amount  to  upwards  of  3S 
millions  and  a  half.  To  meet  this  suiBf 
the  whole  ways  and  means,  including  tbe 
surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  chanceUor  o^ 
the  exchequer,  as  stated  by  die  r^;ht 
hon.  gentleman  himself,  amounted  to 
12,700,000/.  Deducting  tliis  from  the 
32,680,000,  the  amount  of  our  expendi* 
ture  in  this  first  year  of  peace,  the  defi* 
ciency  would  Int  fbuad-  to  amount  to  no 
lev  than  19|981/)0Q/.    It  would  be  con- 


.>'"■. 
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Bolatory  to  think  that  thU  deficiency  aro«e 
In  any  great  degrea  from  the  charges  of 
winding  up  the  war,  charges  not  lil^ly  to 
occur  again.  But  there  was  unfortunately 
no  such  consolation.  How  much  did  the 
House  believe,  on  the  present  scale  of  our 
eatablishnient,  could  be  deducted  from 
this  deficiency  of  19|  millions  in  future 
years  ?  One  million  would  have  in  future 
years  to  be  added  to  our  expenditure  for 
the  sum  to  be  borrowed  either  from  the 
banky  or  by  exchequer  bills  in  the  pre- 
aent  year.  He  would  ask  the  House  to 
consider  whereabouts  we  stood,  when  in 
the  first  year  of  the  peace  we  should  be 
obliged  to  borrow  19^  millions.  Had  mi- 
nisters in  contemplation  to  reduce  this 
dreadful  expenditure  in  any  important  de- 
oree  ?  If  tney  reduced  the  deficiency  of 
flie  succeeding  year  to  15,000,000^,  it 
would  be  more  than  we  had  now  reason  to 
expect— Would  they  do  this  ?  and  even 
if  they  did,  we  had  the  prospect  before  us 
of  adding  fifleen  millions  a  year  to  our 
national  debt. 

It  had  been  said,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  re- 
pented of  the  low  rate  at  which  he  had 
fixed  the  peace  establishment  of  the  coun- 
try previously  to  the  last  war ;  hut  persons 
wno  were  well  acquainted  with  the  opi- 
nions of  Mr.  Pitt,  had  denied  that  he  had 
orer  expressed  any  regret  at  that  circum- 
stance. He  (Mr.  Grant)  had  never  felt 
any  great  admiration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as  prime 
ininister  of  this  country;  his  abilities,  how- 
ever, were  entitled  to  a  hi^h  decree  of 
respect,  and  it  was  but  justice  to  him  to 
aay,  that  he  had  used  his  utmost  efforts  to 
reduce  the  expenditure  in  time  of  peace 
to  a  level  with  the  income.  He  had  im- 
posed taxes  to  this  end  [Hear,  hear! 
from  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequerl— 
Yes,  but  he  had  also  reduced  the  establish- 
nents  to  the  lowest  possible  amount.  In 
1791  he  instituted  a  committee  of  this 
House  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditure,  so  determined  was  he  not 
to  rest  till  he  had  openly  and  .clearly 
shown  the  House  ana  the  country  the 
grounds  on  which  the  expenditure  then 
stood.  From  the  estimates  which  had 
been  laid  before  them,  it  could  not  be 
supposed  that  his  majesty's  ministers  had 
taken  any  such  extended  view  of  the  fi- 
nances of  the  country.  They  must  have 
be^un  at  thb  wrong  end;  they  had  in- 
quired for  what  sum  certain  services  could 
be  performed,  instead  of  saying  that  there 
was  a  certain  sum  of  which  the  best  must 


be  made^    On  any  other  supposition,  it 
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could  not  be  imagined  that  they  would 
have  proposed  a  vote  of  IoO,()00  men 
for  services  for  which  only  50,000  had 
ever  before  been  demanded.  With  re- 
gard to  the  necessity  of  this  force,  neither 
he  nor  the  liouse  could  judge  from  any 
thing  but  from  their  knowledge  of  the 
history  of  times  past.  He  could  not  say 
that  a  given  number  was  sufficient  in  Uiia 
or  that  island  or  garrison,  but  from  the 
knowledge  that. on  former  occasions  the 
same  number  had  maintained  the  interests 
of  the  country.  But  the  estimates  which 
had  been  proposed  and  voted  were  greater 
than  those  wnich  had  been  voted  for  the 
same  services  in  former  years  of  peace, 
and  had  only  been  defended  on  the  sup- 
position that  they  were  the  intermediate 
establishments  between  peace  and  war. 
But  if  the  extent  of  the  establishments  was 
defended  on  this  ground,  it  should  be 
shown  that  the  possessions  in  which  the 
great  establishments  were  kept  up,  were 
exposed  to  some  dangers  which  in  follow- 
ing years  would  cease.  What  dangers 
were  the  Ionian  islands  or  the  West  In- 
dian islands  exposed  to  now,  to  which 
they  would  be  less  liable  in  the  next  year? 
Or  if  there  were  none,  why  support  m 
temporary  establishment?  He  could  ac-> 
count  for  this  reduction  which  wras  pro- 
mised on  no  other  supposition  than  this, 
that  the  ministers  had  formed  estimates 
which  tliey  were  themselves  convinced 
were  extravaganC,  and  to  avoid  the  shame 
of  an  immediate  revision,  they  had  raised 
the  fiction  of  an  intermediate  state  be* 
tween  peace  and  war,  for. which  there  was 
no  ground  either  in  the  nature  of  public 
afiairs,  or  the  practice  of  the  countnr.  -  In 
Canada  it  was  said  the  firontier  had  been 
cultivated,  and  the  security  which  had 
been  derived  from  morasses  and  forests 
had  been  taken  away.  But  was  it  ex« 
pected  that  these  forests  would  rise  again, 
or  the  morasses  be  formed  again,  so  as  to 
warrant  a  reduction  hereafter  which  was 
not  now  practicable  ? 

In  1791  the  committee  had  approved 
the  estimates  which  had  been  presented 
by  the  ministers  without  any  reduction* 
On  comparing  those  estimates  with  the 
votes  of  the  present  year,  the  difference 
was  striking.  It  had  been  attempted  to 
explain  this  diflference  by  saying,  that  the 
pay  of  the  army  had  been  increased,  and 
that  Ireland  had  not  been  included  in  the 
estimates  of  that  year.  Yet  even  by 
trebline  the  whole  estimate  of  that  year, 
and  making  allowance  for  Ireland  and  for 
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that  expense  which  had  been  indecently 
called  a  dead  weight  on  the  countiy,  he 
meant  the  pensions  to  those  who  had 
served  their  country  and  had  bled  for  it, 
the  sum  of  six  millions  only  would  be  the 
result,  instead  of  the  11,316,000/.  which 
was  now  demanded.  The  estimate  of 
1791  was  1,518,842/.  The  half-pay, 
Chelsea  hospital,  and  Hesse  Cassel  sub- 
sidy, amounted  to  448,631/.,  which  being 
deducted,  left  1,070,211/.  The  extraor- 
dinaries  were  280,000/.  which  made 
1,350,211/. 


Three  ttmes  thb  ram  wis • CAJ^OOfiM 

Add  to  thb,  Am- extra  tenrioe  la  IreUnd 500/)00 

Fur  pcodou  and  half-pay  actnaUlyptld  this  year.  •    1,953J9{^I 

£.6,504,587 
Hm  adnal  expense  of  1816 Il,st6,8&r 


, £.4,jBie,M0 

It  required  that  a  strong  case  should  be 
made  out  to  account  for  this  increase.  It 
had  always  been  the  practice  of  the  coun- 
try not  only  to  husband  its  resources  in 
time  of  peace,  but  to  reduce  at  once  the 
military  force  to  the  lowest  peace  esta- 
Uishment  which  it  was  thought  fit  to 
maintain.  As  an  example  of  this,  he 
ahould  cite  the  force  which  had  been 
▼oted  after  the  peace  of  Paris.  It  had 
never  been  thought  necessary  in  time  of 
peace  to  maintain  a  force  sufficient  to 
repel  a  formidable  invasion,  but  merely 
sudden  attacks  or  domestic  insurrection. 
Neither  insurrection  nor  invasion  had  we 
now  to  fear ;  and  though  he  did  not  think 
the  peace  which  had  been  concluded,  or 
the  arrangements  made,  likely  to  secure 
the  permanent  peace  of  Europe,  yet  nei- 
ther did  he  think  that  in  the  present  or 
the  next  year,  or  for  some  few  years  to 
come,  we  had  much  danger  to  apprehend; 
it  was  therefore  imperatively  necessary  to 
husband  our  resources  at  the  present  time, 
that  we  might  be  prepared  for  the  future. 
In  looking  at  the  constitutional  view  of 
the  question  he  should  remark,  that  in  the 
comparisons  which  had  been  made  be- 
tween the  present  and  former  peace  esta- 
blishments the  numbers  of  rank  and  file 
only  of  the  present  establishment  had 
been  taken  into  account,  while  the  whole 
number  of  troops  voted  on  former  occa- 
•ions  had  been  set  against  them.  This 
made  the  difference  appear  less  striking 
than  it  really  was,  for  the  whole  number 
of  troops  to  be  kept  in  Great  Britain, 
would  be  found  to  be  at  least  32,000,  in- 
cluding officers,  of  which  there  were 
t^8,000  rank  and  file.  In  1792,  the  whole 
force  in  Great  Britain  was  15,919;  it  was 


now  32,000  men.  In  the  Old  Colouo, , 
the  force  was  in  1792,  16,848:  it  was  not  l 
27,000.  In  Ireland  it  waa  then  16,000; 
now  it  was  28,00a  This  made,  in  tk 
former  period,  a  total  of  48,767,  and  a 
present  87,000.  Added  to  this,  nor 
25,000  for  the  New  Colonies,  made  i 
total  of  1 1 1,756  men,  which  was  the  nua* 
her  actually  voted  this  year,  exclusive  if 
the  armies  in  France  and  India.  Fa 
what  purpose  this  force  was  to  be  kept  ^ 
it  was  hard  to  say.  It  had  been  said  tlsl 
it  could  not  be  for  purposes  tnimicsl  ti 
the  constitution.  He  was  not  sent  there 
to  compliment  any  body  of  naen,  bat  n 
perform  his  duty  to  the  people  [Hear!]; 
and  consistently  with  that  duty,  he  could 
not  entrust  any  prince  or  any  ministcn 
with  so  large  a  military  force.  He  cooid 
not  conscientiously  say  that  a  force  of 
32,000  men  could  be  permanently  kepi 
on  foot  in  this  island  without  danger  (• 
the  constitution.— -In  the  course  of  Idi 
speech,  Mr.  Grant  read  to  the  House  thi 
following  statements : 

SUPPLY  FOR  THE  TEAR  ]8l6w 

£.10014^345  U  r 


Army 9,316,807     9    8 

Anny  Eztraordioailei.  •    ifiOOfioi}    o    O 


ll^lC^  9  I 


Sr^^^f*  ....^^. S/>IO.710  -- 

HiKdUiieoasMnrices,  eatimated  at. ......      e,500jOOO  #  t 

Intereit,  &c.  on  excbeqncr  bills    •,.,.•••      S,860yM»  0  t 


5percait  nmoitief....      174/SBl    2    6 
Debentnm    807,065    O    O 


Debt  to  the  East  India  Company, 
Debt  to  tbe  bank ' 


Piyment  on  accovnt  of 
national  debt  La  Ire- 
land, in  the  year  ending 
dth  January,  18ir)  .... 

Sam  paid  into  tlie  ex- 
dieqaer  of  Ireland, 
Mmeyear    ......•..» 

Dcfidaicy  for  Irelaod  . . 

avU  lilt  of  Ireland.... 


8B,&OI,9tS  8  t 

991.766  f  i 

1,500,000  «  • 

31^683|0B91O  K 


6,£49^S6  10    9 

5J5C361  5  11 
498,-1^  4  10 
500,915    7~« 


Note— The  actual  charfe 

on  the  dtbt  of  Ireland, 

on  5th  January  1616,  i*  6,665,010 
Receipts  as  above   ....   5,752,b61 


997.3BSU  0 


0    O 
5  11 


912448  14     1 
Against  which  is  to  be  art  the  ndditiotial 
produce  of  the  taxes  (Imposed  in  1815. 

Total  to  be  provided  for  the  acrviceof  the 

empire  for  1816 C-^JQ^l/ffO 

WAYS  AND  MEANS  FOR  181(5. 

Snrphw  of  consoUdaied  ftand.  taken  s«....  ^.e,5o0j000 
War  customs  and  exdse,  exduaive  of  die  ^^ 

war  duty  on  malt    4.000/»0 

^"•»«*«« •• 3,OOt>.0U0 

i^tt«y ««»o^>o 


t  s 


•  • 


0 

o 

0 


Total  of  ordinary  ways  and  means  ••...•  9  70ua)uu    0 

Surplus  (h)m  the  grant  of  1815 slooOjOOO    0 

Total  wayi  and  means   • 18,700 000 

Which  sura  beijtg  deducted  tnm  the  amoaot  '* 

of  mpply,  as  above 


S 
9 


9 
0 


0    0 
3«.G81/)70    S    S 


Dcfidcocy, 


»•  ^19,901^0  %  S 
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ACOOUirr  or  tfte  expenditure  property  irWng  Mm 
the  SERVICE  of  the  ytat  1816,  compei«d  wilh  Ibe  Ways 
wad  Meant  of  the  nme : — 

1*0(11  of  the  expenditure  aiabov«..,.^...^.SS,flBl/)70   <    8 
Deduct  as  follows,  beiog  for  lerrloe  per< 
formed  io  former  yean : — 
Ordnance  ladd  icrvke 

for  1814  .M**** £.67,805    9  10 

Ditto  for  1815 16^113  4 

Ditto  for  Irelaod,  1815  19.384  18  3 

5  per  coit.  annnitlca    ••  174,681    2  6 

Debentures    807,065    0  0 

Dfcbt  to  Eait  Iwtta  com- 
pany   V00,000    0  0 

>lltu  to  the  Bank  ..••  1,500,000    0  0 


S,585,SQ7  17  11 


EitpendHnre  properly  applicable  to   the 
senriceonme S9/)95,863    4    9 

Total  ways  and  means  as  above  ..    18,700,000    0    0 
From  which  is  to  be  deducted  the  snri^s 
ofsrantaof  1815 S,000/XK)    0    0 

Vays  and  means  arising  from  the  public 
Income  of  1816* 4 9,700,000    0    0 


of  the  ezpenditun}  properly  arising  ^ 

ani  of  the  service  of  I8I0,  above  tlie  di^ 
«    pouble  income  of  the  same  year  ......    19,395,862    4    9 

The  hon*  and  learned  gentleman  con- 
cluded by  repeating,  that  the  House  would 
not  do  its  duty  if  they  were  satisfied  with 
ffeneral  professions  of  economy;  for,  even 
if  the  policy  of  low  establishments  had  not 
been  that  which  had  been  uniformly  pur- 
sued in  former  times,  this  would  be  the 
moment  to  adopt  it. 

Lord  Palmerston  begged  to  assure  the 
hon*  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  that  in 
rising  to  oppose  the  motion,  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  do  so  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
assumed  might  be  taken ;  or  that  of  the 
motion  being  of  too  unusual  a  nature  to 
be  entertained*  Hefid  not  quarrel  with 
it  because  it  had  no  precedent;  for  he 
would  admit  that  the  circumstances  ofipthe 
country  were  now  so  different  from  what 
they  were  formerly,  that  that  course 
might  be  justifiable  m  the  present  state  of 
things,  which  could  not  have  been  with 
propriety  resorted  to  before.  The  objec- 
tion he  had  to  the  motion  was  this,  that  it 
went  to  induce  the  House  virtually  to  re- 
scind the  vote  which  they  hod  come  to  on 
mature. consideration,  and  after  the  most 
ample  discussion,  when  the  estimates  were 
before  them.  He  thought  the  motion  im- 
proper, as  it  went  to  produce  this  imme- 
diate effect ;  and  as  to  any  prospective  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  it,  he  must 
say,  so  far  as  the  address'  had  any  relation 
to  future  estimates,  it  appeared  to  be 
wholly  unnecessary.  He  was  confident 
the  House  would  concur  with  him  in 
taking  this  view  of  the  motion  before  tliem, 
so  far  as  it  regarded  the  arrangements  of  a 
future  year.  When  another  year  should 
arrive,  and  ministers  had  made  up  their 
minds  what  establishments  to  propose  for 
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the  service  of  it,  and  had  prepared  those 
estimates  which  it  would  be  their  duty  to 
make,  that  would  be  the  proper  time  for 
parliament  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  viewed  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord  in  no  other  light  than  as  one  brought 
forward  against  the  supplies  which  had  al- 
ready been  voted  for  the  service  of  the 
year ;  he  could  only  see  in  it  an  indirect 
attempt  to  extort  nrom  the  House  a  deci- 
sion against  what  they  had  already  pro: 
nounced  upon.  While  speaking  of  the 
changes  made  in  the  military  establish- 
ments, the  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  the 
economy  recommended  in  the  speech  of 
the  Prince  Regent  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  had  not  manifested  itself  in  any  of 
the  arrangements  of  government,  till  after 
the  strong  expression  of  public  opinion  in 
that  House  had  extorted  from  them  mea- 
sures of  retrenchment.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man would  thence  have  it  understood,  that 
the  reductions  which  had  taken  place  were 
the  consequences  of  the  proceedings  to 
which  he  had  alluded.  The  noble  lord 
said,  he  was  at  issue  with  the  hon.  gentle- 
man on  this  question.  He  denied  the  in- 
ference attempted  to  be  drawn  from  what 
had  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session,  with  respect  to  the  revision  of 
these  estimates,  and  he  would  appeal  to 
the  House,  if  in  the  earliest  moments 
when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
on  them,  he  had  not  stated  them  to  have 
been  made  out  as  they  were  first  pre- 
sented, to  facilitate  the  mechanical  part  of 
the  business  of  the  yeai',  from  iti  being 
desirable  that  they  should  have  some  data 
to  go  upon,'  before  it  was  possible  for  a 
correct  calculation  to  be  formed  as  to  the 
reductions  which  it  might  be  practicable 
to  make.  To  the  recollection  of  the 
House  he  appealed  if  he  had  not  said, 
when  they  were  first  produced,  that  the 
supplies,  subsequently  to  be  called  for, 
would  be  much  below  those  which  ap- 
peared on  the  papers ;  if  he  had  not  said, 
that  the  estimates  were  such  as  were 
thought  necessary  at  the  close  of  the  last 
year,  but  that  in  number  and  amount  of 
the  forces  that  would  ultimately  be  pro- 
posed they  would  be  considerably  less. 
This  he  had  stated  to  the  House  early  in 
the  session,^  and  he  therefore  denied  that 
the  reductions  which  had  been  made  in 
the  staff  of  the  army  and  in  the  local 
militia,  and  which  had  been  recently  sub- 
mitted to  parliament,  were  forced  on  mi- 
nisters, or  that  their  late  conduct  had  been 
at  all  inconsistent  with  the  language  they 
(4H) 


pear,  that  the  whole  charge  for  the  present 
year  must  be  borne  in  the  next.  The 
noble  lord  said,  he  had  over  and  over 
again  shovvn  that  it  was  not  likely  a  simi- 
lar expense  would  fall  on  the  country  in 
future  years,  as  many  of  the  items  were 
charges  for  winding  up  the  war,  which 
could  not  recur  again.  If,  as  the  hon. 
ffentleman  had  said,  the  revenue  fell  short 
in  the  present  year  of  the  sum  necessary 
to  meet  the  supplies  demanded,  to  a  very 
considerable  amount,  he  (lord  Palmer- 
ston)  thought  it  rather  hard  that  this 
•houid  be  urged  as  a  serious  charge  against 
the  government  by  those  who  had  deprived 
them  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  taxes  by 
which  it  was  proposed  to  cover  them.  If 
it  was  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  a 
loan  for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  it 
was  not  quite  fair  that  this  should  be  cen- 
sured by  those  who  had  so  incessantly  la- 
boured to  make  it  necessary,  or  that  mi- 
nisters, under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  case,  should  be  attacked  because 
their  ways  and  means  fell  short  of  the  sup- 
plies which  had  been  granted.  The  ne- 
cessity under  which  the  nation  laboured 
of  borrowing  in  the  present  year,  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  government,  as  it  grew  out' 
of  the  course  which  parliament,  on  due 
consideration,  had  thought  it  wise  to 
adopt  in  opposition  to  them. — As  he  had 
already  so  of\en  gone  into  the  details  of 
the  estimates,  he  would  not  now  explain 
the  considerations  which  had  caused  those 
arrangements    to   be    determined   upon. 


of  the  aifditional  8,000  men  v 
been  proposed  to  maintain, 
gentleman  had  shown  that  £ 
not  been  accustomed,  in  peac 
up  a  military  force  of  sufficient 
defend  her  in  war.  It  had  nei 
tended  to  do  so  during  the  pr< 
His  majesty's  ministers  had  en  I 
such  design,  but  they  had  tl 
some  importance  to  secure  th 
keeping  up  a  sufficient  force 
nial  possessions,  to  repel  a  sud 
to  which  they  were  the  moi 
from  the  distance  at  which  th 
the  mother  country.  It  had 
that  that  which  had  made  Engl 
and  an  energetic  nation,  was  tl 
heretofore  acted  upon  of  nia 
very  low  peace  establishment 
peace  establishments  of  the  con 
uniformly  high.  He  did  not 
the  hon.  gentleman  in  the  vie 
had  taken  of  this  subject.  F< 
he  believed  much  of  our  finan 
rassment  to  have  been  caui 
former  low  peace  establishme 
this  circumstance  the  failure 
our  military  operations  roighl 
tainty  be  tracea.  The  evils  a 
the  peace  establishment  being 
been  but  too  severely  felt,  a 
mencement  of  the  last  war. 
have  been  well  for  this  cou! 
principle  been  acted  upon  in 
which  preceded  it,  different 
which  was  then  adopted,  and 
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in  on  that  of  another.  The  hon. 
in  might  have  looked  deeper  into 
le  would  then  have  found  the  dif- 
3etter  explained  by  the  principles 
ritish  constitution.  It  was  to  that 
hich  we  enjoyed  that  the  industry 
rtion  which  happily  distinguished 

from  many  ot  the  contuiental 
ivas  to  be  ascribed,  and  to  these 
^es,  which  a  free  people  only 
issess,  we  owed  all  our  superiority, 
ould  not  be  affected  by  the  large- 
imallness  of  our  peace  establish- 
Entertaining  this  opinion,  he  now 
it  on  the  House,  that  unless  they 
spared  to  rescind  the  resolutions 
.  agreed  to,  and  the  opinions  they 
lounced  before  the  recess,  on  the 
s  submitted  to  them,  after  consi- 

as  long  and  mature,  and  after 
in  as  full  and  as  ample,  as  had 
sn  place  on  any  question,— unless 
ise  would  do  this,  and  undo  now 
had  done  then,  by  calling  on  the 
n  to  disband  that  force  which  their 

authorized  him  to  rjetain — unless 
se,  taking  quite  a  different  view  of 
2  of  the  nation  from  what  they 
t  before,  wished  to  act  the  part  he 
ribed,  he  called  upon  them  not  to 
Q  the  present  motion,  because  the 
it  was  but  to  call  upon  the  Crown 
what  parliament  had  done.  The 
so  far  as  it  regarded  the  establish- 
'  next  year,  was  wholly  unneces* 
1  due  time  the  proper  estimates 
uments  would  be  laid  before  the 
and  they  would  be  as  competent 
ine  and  criticise  all  the  items  in 
hen  1817  should  arrive,  as  they 
k  in  the  present  year :  while  from 
mation  of  which  parliament  would 
;ime  he  possessed,  they  could  dis- 
the  various  bearings  of  the  ques- 
tainly  as  well,  if  not  better,  than 
jld  now,  and  then  they  could 
cide  whether  the  supplies  called 
or  were  not  required,  with  due 
I  to  those  principles  of  economy, 
ii  the  hoti.  gentlemen  opposite  so 
sly  contended.  To  assure  those 
tlemen  that  the  individuals  whose 
vould  be  to  bring  the  subject  for- 
ire  as  anxious  to  frame  them  with 
ssible  regard  to  economy  as  any 
opponents  could  be,  would  per- 

forth  expressions  that  would  im- 
picion  that  much  faith  ought  not 
en  to  such  a  declaration ;  but  he 
icerely  assure  them,  that  Uiere 


would  exist,  as  there  had  existed,  eveiy 
disposition  to  frame  them  on  the  most  rigid 
principles -of  economy,  consistently  with 
the  discharge  of  the  important  duty  im- 
posed upon  them,  of  defending  this  coun- 
try, and  its  numerous  dependencies,  from 
every  danger  which  could  reasonably  be 
anticipated.  He  would  appeal  to  the  hon. 
gentleman  himself,  if,  at  least,  since  that 
period  at  which  he  asserted  retrenchment 
to  have  been  forced  on  the  government, 
great  exertions  had  not  been  made  oa 
their  part  to  lower  the  public  expenditure, 
by  making  every  practicable  reduction. 
Unless  the  hon.  gentleman  thought  the 
vigilance  of  parliament  would  not  survive 
till  another  session, — unless  he  believed 
the  same  disposition  and  ability  to  watch 
and  control  the  government,  if  they  pro- 
posed an  establishment  on  too  large  a 
scale,  would  no  longer  remain, — unless 
he  thought  the  House  would  not  then,  as 
now,  be  alive  to  its  duty,  he  must  feel 
that  at  present  there  was  no  necessity  for 
this  motion.  At  a  time  like  the  present 
he  felt  that  the  greatest  possible  attention 
ought  to  be  paid  to  economy ;  and  he  had, 
therefore,  no  wish,  by  oppoi>ing  a  direct 
negative  to  the  address,  to  make  it  be 
thought  that  this  feeling  was  other  than 
general  within  those  walls,  and  would 
therefore  move,—"  That  the  House  do 
proceed  to  the  other  orders  of  the  day.*' 

Mr.  Macdonald  said  :— Mr.  Speaker ; 
My  noble  friend,  the  secretary  at  war,  has 
argued  that  this  motion  is  ill-timed  and 
superfluous.  I  shall  presume  to  contend 
that  it  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 
My  noble  friend,  will  allow  roe,  Sir,  to 
observe  to  him,  that  that  proposition  can 
never  be  ill-timed  which  is  founded  in  the 
public  exigencies,  and  has  the  public 
good  for  its  object :  that  that  motion  can 
never  be  deemed  superfluous  in  a  British 
House  of  Commons,  which  goes  to  identify 
the  desires  of  the  legislature  with  the 
prayers  of  the  people.  Sir,  the  conse- 
quences that  must  follow  from  the  adoption 
of  the  address  proposed  to  us,  are  indeed 
of  a  moment  and  magnitude  unparalleled. 
The  vote  of  to-night  goes  in  effect  to  de- 
cide the  peace  system  of  this  countrv*  and 
in  that  what  is  not  comprehended?  its 
prosperity,  its  very  existence !  It  will  de- 
cide whether  we  shall  recur  to  those  no- 
tions and  adhere  to  those  principles  that 
have  made  us  what  we  are,  or  resort  to 
others  that  may  make  us  any  thing  else-— 
whether  we  are  prepared  to  sacrifice  to 
military  pride  and  civil  profusion  in  peace 


lempiea  co  urge  an  oojeciion — now  snouia 
he  i  it  IS  temperate,  it  is  dignified,  it  is 
loyal ;— but  it  has  yet  another  characte- 
ristic, which  I  trust  in  this  House  at  least 
will  long  be  deemed  a  merit— it  is  purely 
British — British  in  its  principle,  because 
It  is  just — British  in  its  policy,  because  it 
is  straightforward — British  in  its  language, 
because  it  is  the  language  of  truth.     Sir, 
the  people  from  all  quarters  have  addressed 
themselves  to  us;— they  have  complained 
•f  excessive   establishments,   they  have 
complained  of  a  wanton  and  scandalous 
expenditure,   they    have  complained   of 
grievoui9,   of  intolerable  distress.     Is  it 
fitting  that  the  throne  only  should  be  left 
in  ignorance,  either  of  their  sufferings, 
which  we  know  to  be  real,  or  of  their  de- 
mands, which  we  hold  to  be  reasonable  ? 
And  how  would  it  appear  that  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  is  informed 
of  the  actual  condition  of  the    country 
which  it  is  his  lot  to  govern  ? — not  from 
his  language  to  his  parliament — for  there 
is  no  man  who  can  believe  that,  if  so  in- 
formed,   his   royal   highness   could  have 
mistaken     stagnating    manufacture    and 
suspended  agriculture  for  symptoms   of 
universal    prosperity,    or    the    sad,    the 
shameful  necessity  of  governing  a  large 
portion  of  his  dominions  by  the  sword, 
for  proof  positive  of  his  people's  welfare ! 
His  advisers,  indeed,  to  do  them  justice, 
have  evinced  the  sincerity  of  their  belief 
in  the  truth  of  what  they  had  so  coun- 
selled the  regent  to  assert  in  their  pleasant 


uuiy  uy  suggesuog    inib   muK: 

their  consistency,  but  it  can  sac 

no  one  who  has  read  the  addres 

it  read.   Sir,  it  does  not  seek  no 

that  which  has   been  already  ( 

less  docs  it  seek  to  attain  great  p 

benefits  through  the  medium  o: 

trospective  reproaches.     It  sta 

royal  highness   that,   in  compi 

the  desire  of  his  government, 

proceeded  to  sanction  for  thcpr 

an  extent  of.  military  establish 

precedcnted  in  peace ;  and  it  t 

reerct  which  cannot  but  be  codq 

sides  of  this  House,  and  to  all 

Englishmen — a  regret  that  in  tl 

plation  of  that  government,  ai 

necessity  should  have  existed 

so  signal  a  departure  from  the 

ciplc  of  our  constitution,  and  th 

practice  of  our  ancestors.     It 

the  roost  prompt  and    efficaci 

may  be  used  to  reduce  them  i 

suing  year ;  and  it  deprecates 

sure  (standing  as  it  must  on  it 

elusive  grounds^  being  convei 

precedent  for  tne  future.     Un 

if  there  be  a  man   who  is  em 

large  military  establishments  fo 

sake,  who  would  lament  to  m 

duced  in  another  year,  who  ■ 

sires  that  t\\ey  may  be  hena 

sidered  not  as  the  exception,  b 

he,  and  ho  alone,  must  oppose  1 

For  one,  I  protest,  that  if  I  1 

much  convinced  of  the  expedie 

veto    ItOTTi-i    <f/^rtrk    no    T     rkw«     ^^^   .&>   * 
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mpect  to  the  diminution  of  those  esta^ 
l^ishments,  roy  noble  friend,  the  secretary 
at  war,  seems  extremely  desirous  to  im- 
press upon  the  House,  that  whatever  little 
might  have  been  done,  or  may  yet  be  ex- 
pected to  be  done,  is  not  the  efiect  of  any 
thing  that  has  passed  here,  but  my  noble 
ftiend  must  submit  to  be  jud^d  by  facts 
ind  circumstances.  True  it  is  that  some 
seductions  upon  the  original  estimates  have 
been  made ;  but  how,  why,  and  when  have 
ihey  been  made?  under  what  circum- 
stances, in  what  spirit  have  they  been 
ttiade  ?  are  they  the  result  of  a  wise  and 
enlightened  view  of  the  situation  of  the 
country  deliberately  taken  by  the  mi- 
ttisters  of  the  Crown,  digested  into  a  solid 
plan,  and  gravely  submitted  to  parlia- 
ment ?  Sir,  they  are^one  of  all  this — con- 
▼enience  not  conviction  gave  them  birth-^ 
they  are  the  result  of  a  cool  calculation  of 
the  minimum  of  retrenchment  by  which 
the  minister  might  for  the  moment  avert 
from  his  head  the  impending  storm  of 
public  indignation !  Let  the  House  look 
well  to  this^^assurances  the  roost  positive 
bad  been  given  that  these  estimates  had 
been  calculated  on  the  lowest  possible  scale 
consistent  with  the  public  security— the 
noble  lord  had  not  been  sparing  of  his 
challenges  to  us  to  go  through  them,  item 
by  item,  and  point  by  point ;  it  was  not 
till,  disturbed  somewhat  rudely  by  the 
clamour  of  "  ignorant  impatience,"  he 
liad  awoke  from  his  golden  dream  of  uni- 
Tersal  prosperity  to  contemplate  his  own 
peril — it  was  not  till  he  had  been  defeated 
m  his  most  favourite  meabure — it  was  not 
till  he  had  had  an  **  hair-breadth  escape'* 
from  a  direct  censure  on  the  prodigality 
of  his  administration  being  recorded  on 
our  journals — it  was  not  till  a  language 
not  to  be  misunderstood  had  been  heard 
within  these  walls— till  warnings  and  even 
denunciations  had  passed  those  lips  from 
whence  praise  ana  panegyric  only  had 
been  accustomed  to  flow — it  was  not,  in 
short,  till  the  noble  lord  had  discovered 
that  the  House  of  Commons  was  no  longer 
his  but  the  country's,  that  alarmed  but 
Bot  reformed,  confounded  but  not  con- 
verted, he  gave  to  the  wind  his  assurances, 
his  challenges,  his  protestations^then  the 
tocsin  was  sounded  from  Downing-street 
to  the  Horse  Guards— committees  of  mi- 
nisterial safety  were  appointed !  the  com- 
nander-in-chief  was  summoned  to  these 
midnight  meetings.  On  a  sudden  impos- 
sibilities became  practicable!  Absurd 
^umI  wild  suggestions  became  proper  and 


prudent  precautions !  then  (oh  I  auspicious 
discovery!)  it  was  indeed  found  that 
12O,0002.  might  be  saved  on  the  ordnance 
—that  90,000(.  might  be  saved  on  the 
8taff— that  a  few  thousand  pounds  might 
be  saved  on  the  cavalry — and  all  this,  be 
it  observed,  with  one  scratch  of  the  pen 
upon  estimates  calculated  on  the  lowest 
possible  scale  consistent  with  the  public 
security l-^but  the  150,000  men!— Alas! 
it  was  too  late — the  statements  of  autho- 
rity (so  stoutly  advanced  to  be  so  precipi- 
tately abandoned)  had  had  but  too  much 
success — the  150,000  men  were  already 
beyond  our  reach.  These  reductions  were 
therefore  confined  to  such  heads  of  the 
estimates  as  by  chance  were  not  yet  con- 
cluded against  us — but  no ;  it  was  not  to 
chance  that  we  owe  the  opportunity  of 
obtaining  even  this  miserable  pittance  of 
justice  to  the  people— we  owe  it  solely  to 
the  vigilance  and  firmness  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  below  me  (Mr.  Tiemey).  •  I 
call  upon  the  House  to  recollect  the  in- 
decent haste  with  which  it  was  attempted 
in  a  single  night  to  hurry  us  on  vote  by 
vote  through  all  the  items  of  these  esti- 
mates; but  the  attempt  was  defeated  by 
the  expressed  determination  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  to  persevere  through  the  night 
in  moving  the  question  of  adjournment ; 
and  what  followed  ?  they  who  would  not 
concede  an  hour  to  the  decorum  of  our 
proceedings,  and  on  behalf  of  the  people's 
interest,  £d  not  blush,  when  their  own 
paltry  interests  were  ascertained  to  be  in 
jeopardy,  to  come  down  to  the  House  to 
ask  days,  nay  weeks  of  delay.  Sir,  I  be- 
seech the  House  of  Commons  to  bear  in 
mind  (they  may  profit  by  the  lesson  of 
experience)  that  but  for  my  right  hon. 
friend  they  would  thus  have  sanctioned 
an  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  which 
they  who  proposed  it,  have  since  disco- 
vered would  have  been  unnecessary,  and 
which,  if  unnecesary,  I  take  leave  to  say, 
would,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  have 
been  highly  criminal.  Such  is  the  history 
of  these  reductions ;  yet  it  is  to  these  we 
are  referred  for  an  argument  to  forbear 
from  any  expression  of  our  opinions— as  if 
because  we  nad  extorted  somethins  like 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  principle  by 
exertion,  we  were  to  expect  a  due  appli- 
cation of  it  from  our  silence !  With  re- 
gard to  the  trifling  further  reductions  so 
pompously  announced,  I  will  only  observe 
that  they  have  all  the  same  suspicious 
origin;  that  they  all  bear  the  common 
stamp  of  insincerity :  .  whether  a  further 
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saving  of  50|000^*  on  the  ordnancei  of 
40,(XX)/.  on  the  staff,  of  some  few  more 
thousands  on  the  cavalry,  will  answer  the 
ends  of  his  majesty's  ministers  I  know  not, 
but  sure  I  am  that  they  are  wholly  inade- 
quate to  meet  the  just  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions of  the  country. 

But,  Sir,  upon  all  these  subjects,  a  sort 
of  general  defence  has  been  set  up  by  the 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  which  I  am 
the  less  willing  to  pass  over,  as  the  lamenta- 
tions of  the  secretary  at  war  upon  the  mi- 
series of  small  peace  establishments  bear 
not  a  little  upon  it.  The  noble  viscount 
has  said — *'  You  are  not  at  war,  but  you 
are  not  yet  at  peace ;  you  are  in  an  inter- 
mediate stage  between  war  and  peace.'' 
If  such  a  position  be  once  admitted  by. the 
House,  I  say  that  real  and  substantial 
peace  is  no  more  for  England ;  it  is  pre- 
cisely this  intermediate  state  which  will  fill 
up  every  interval  betwixt  every  war,  which 
will  furnish  means  of  mischief  to  every 
successive  minister,  and  will  ultimately 
debilitate  the  country,  by  perpetuating  its 
burthens.  And  what  is  its  estimated  du- 
ration ? — two  or  three  years, said  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session — two  or  three  years, 
Sir,  x^c  know  to  be  but  an  indefinite  term 
at  best,  and  it  is  not  altogether  impossible 
that  the  same  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
who  is  in  the  habit  of  omitting  millions 
in  his  calculations  of  money,  may  prove 
not  quite  accurate  in  his  calculations  of 
time.  I  sliall  take  leave  to  fix  its  duration 
not  to  any  given  number  of  years,  but  to 
the  precise  hour  of  the  next  declaration 
of  war.  Away  then  with  this  impudent 
pretext !  England  fought  for  peace ;  sen- 
sible, substantial,  unequivocal  peace ;  and 
she  was  told  she  had  obtained  it.  It  was 
not  till  an  argument  was  wanting  for  large 
standing  armies  and  continued  taxation 
that  the  discovery  was  made,  or  at  least 
avowed,  that  the  famous  thousand  and  one 
treaties  had,  after  all,  procured  to  us  no- 
thing more  than  the  reversion  of  a  peace, 
after  an  indefinite  term,  provided'we  should 
80  long  live !  I  pretend  not,  Sir,  to  predict 
how  soon  the  torch  of  war  may  again  cast 
Its  hideous  glare  upon  the  continent.  With 
the  opinions  1  happen  to  entertain,  in  com- 
mon with  my  hon.  friend  who  seconded 
this  address,  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
conffress  at  Vienna,  and  more  especially 
of  the  part  acted  there  by  Great  Britain, 
1  cannot  be  very  sanguine ;  but,  while  we 
are  yet  in  alliance  witli  the  whole  world, 
let  us  not  be  told  by  the  ncgociator  of  the 


peace,  and  the  eulogist  of  his  own  ntp^ 
ciations,  that  we  must  be  content  (or  tU 
present  to  be  released  from  little  else  a 
war  than  its  triumphs.  Sir,  that  in  whfr 
ever  quarter  war  may  be  first  rekiodU, 
and  for  whatever  cause,  England  wiilthm 

E resent  herself  with  the  sword  in  one 
and  and  subsidies  in  the  other,  we  ban. 
no  good  reason  to  doubt ;  but  some  repoR 
at  least  thef  harassed  world  must  hut; 
and  if  there  be  a  power  who  refuses  to 
partake  in  it,  least  it  should  prove  sbon, 
and  who  prefers  to  parade  the  while  uoder 
the  pressure  of  his  armour  that  weighsln 
down,  that  power,  when  the  struggle  ifaii 
be  renewed,  will,  from  his  own  folly,  be 
the  first  to  fall,  and  let  it  at  least  not  be 
England ! 

Upon  the  financial  oart  of  this  subject 
I  can  hardly  persuade  myself  to  saj  a  * 
word,  afler  the  luminous  and  incootro- 
vertible  speech  of  my  hon.  friend,  the 
member  for  Grimsby.    The  observatioDi  I 
will  obtrude  upon  the   patience  of  tie 
House  shall  be  but  two  or  three.    In  the  = 
course  of  one  of  the  discussions  subM-  . 
quent  to  the  rejection  of  the  income  tu,  ■ 
a  memorable  admission  fell  from  the  chao-  ' 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.     In  that  sort  d  \ 
easy,  innocent,  inconsequent  tone  in  wfaidi 
a  man  would  hardly  speak  of  the  state  d 
the  weather,  the  chancellor  of  the  exdie- 
quer  said  that  the  financial  condition  of 
the  country  was  truly  critical.     Nov,  Sir, 
though  it  required  no  conjuror  to  tell  ui 
this,  and  mobt  of  us  were  pretty  well  mh 
prized  of  it  already,  yet  falling  from  toe 
finance  minister*  and  under  the  circuoi- 
tances  it  did,  1  own  it  made  a  htrong  im- 
pression on  my  mind ;    and  how  my  right 
hon.   friend   (for   whose   virtues  1  have 
a  sincere  respect),  with    thia    truth  en* 
graven  on  his  mind,  with  his  eyes  open  to 
the  precipice,  can  have  reconciled  it  to 
himself  to  aid  and  abet  the  wild  and  ruin- 
ous career  of  which  the  daivn  of  the  noble 
lord's  peace  administration  has  given  pro- 
mise to  the  country,  is  to  me  unaccount- 
able.     Does   the  right  hon.   gentleman 
need  to  be  reminded  of  the  dreadful  con- 
sequences that  have  followed  from  finan- 
cial difficulties?    of  the  terrible  convul' 
sions,  the  bloody  revolutions   to  which 
they  have  given  birth  in  no  distant  coun- 
tries, and  at  no  remote  periods  ?    or  does 
he  vainly  imagine  that  with  us  alone  the 
same  moral  causes  will  not  produce  the 
same  moral  effects, — that  we  forsooth  by 
some    magical    incantation    are    to   be 
exempted  firom  the  train  of  disasters  at> 


ISIS]         Reduction  of  the  Public  Expenditure.         Aphil  25,  181G. 


[1214 


cendant  upon  financial  mal-adminigtration  i 
Our  resources  indeed  are  great,  pre-emi- 
Dently  great,  but  have  Uiey  not  been 
■everely  tried  ?  and  where  are  those  re- 
sources that  can  be  for  ever  proof  against 
gross  mismanagement  ?  Sir,  the  greater  our 
seal  or  apparent  wealth,  the  louder  only 
will  be  the  explosion,— the  wider  the  ruin. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  talks  of  a  finan- 
cial crisis,  and  how  have  we  found  him 
Erepared  to  avert  it,  or  by  what  measures 
as  he  proposed  to  meet  it  ?  one,  and  one 
only — taxation ! — unjust,  unnecessary,  im- 
possible taxation  !  Sir,  the  event  of  the 
crisis  of  a  false,  fallacious  system,  and 
under  such  auspices  cannot,  I  fear;  be 
doubtful.  We  have-  blown  a  bubble,  and 
would  fain  believe  it  to  be  a  ball  of  gold : 
the  creation  of  a  false  standard  of  value 
lias  not  a  little  contributed  to  our  present 
embarrassment  and  distress— the  conse- 
quences of  so  gross  a  practical  error  in 
political  economy  as  the  application  of 
force  to  credit  (a  contradiction  in  terms), 
are  now  beglnnmg  to  develope  themselves, 
and  where  are  the  propositions  on  the  part 
of  the  government  for  reverting  to  the 
point  of  safety  from'*whence  we  have  de- 
parted?— we  look  for  them  in  vain.  It 
would  seem  as  if  their  senses  could  hardly 
credit  that  which  their  sagacity  could  not 
foresee.  Sir,  a  return,  not  violent,  not 
precipitate,  but  by  sure  and  not  slow  de- 

frees  to  a  system  at  once  safe,  simple,  and 
onest,  is,  in  my  conscience  I  believe,  in- 
dispensable to  our  existence.  And  who 
can  doubt  for  a  moment  what  must  be  the 
first  step  taken  towards  such  return  ?  My 
friend  the  noble  mover  has  told  you,  the 
address  itself  emphatically  points  it 
out— to  bring  your  expenditure  within 
your  means !  Incessantly  progressive 
in  the  rapid  career  of  public  profu- 
sion, we  have  arrived  at  a  point  at  which 
sums  the  most  enormous  cease  to  star- 
tle us; — the  very  magnitude  of  our  ex- 
penditure has  made  its  amount  matter  of 
indifference ; — ^but  it  is  a  morbid  indifie- 
rence, — it  is  the  callous  carelessness  of  the 
consumptive  patient !  In  the  year  1780 
Mr.  Burke  raised  his  powerful  voice 
against  an  expenditure  of  14*  millions :  in 
1792  I  find  Mr.  Pitt  congratulating  the 
country  on  the  revenue  exceeding  the  ex- 
penditure by  near  half  a  million,  the  one 
amounting  to  16  millions,  the  other  to  15^, 
including  one  appropriated  to  the  sinking 
fund— :  to-day  we  are  desired  to  sit  down 

Eatiently  under  an  expenditure  in  esta- 
lishments  only  of 'near  SO  millions,  and 
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the  total  of  tlie  outgoings,  including  inte- 
rest of  debt,  will  come  nearer  to  70  than 
60  millions !— but  I  have  pledged  myself 
to  the  House  to  avoid  a  detail  already 
most  ably  gone  into,  and  I  shall  leave  the 
subject  with  putting  one  short  question  to 
the  House ; — if  we  cannot  raise  our  re- 
venue to  meet  onr  expenditure,  and  will 
not  reduce  our  expenditure  to  the  level  of 
our  means,  is  it  not  as  demonstrable  as  the 
plainest  proposition  in  Euclid,  that  ruin, 
mevitable  ruin,  must  await  us  ? 

Sir,  the  secretary  at  war  has  more  than 
hinted  at  the  only  real  ground  of  opposi- 
tion to  this  address,  in  the  principle  of 
which  he  assures  us  wc  are  all  agreed— it 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  this,  that 
any  such  address  must  necessarily  imply 
sondie  want  of  confidence  in  the  minister 
of  the  day.  Such  is  the  awful  considera- 
tion that  is  to  strike  us  dumb,  and  to  para- 
lyze our  efforts  for  the  public  good. 
Confidence !  the  noble  lord  opposite  must 
surely  have  heard  enough  within  these 
walls  to  satisfy  him  that  the  days  of  a 
blind,  indiscriminate  confidence  were  for 
him  past  and  gone  for  ever — Confidence ! 
how  should  it  have  survived  the  scenes  we 
have  witnessed  during  the  present  session? 
—or  how  can  the  noble  lord  continue  to 
expect  from  others  that  which  it  is  im- 
possible he  should  any  longer  feel  in  him- 
self? By  what  right  would  he  claim  it  ? 
in  virtue  of  what  would  he 'claim  it  ?  For 
his  system,  or  for  his  no  system?  for 
those  measures  by  which  he  pledges  him- 
self to  stand  or  fall,  and  is  defeated,  or 
for  those  to  which  neither  standing  nor 
falling,  but  reeling  and  staggering  he  is 
driven  perforce  ?  Is  it  for  the  assurances 
of  one  day,  or  for  the  contradictory  act  of 
the  next  ?  Is  it  for  the  prompt  alacrity 
with  which  he  arraigns  the  people  when 
they  presume  to  petition,  or  forlhe  tardy 
afterthought  with  which  he  feebly  throws 
the  constitutional  shield  of  his  own  re- 
sponsibility acound  his  royal  master  when 
assailed  ?  Is  it  for  the  show  of  economy 
that  reduces  the  clerk,  or  the  spirit  of 
prodigality  that  enriches  the  clerk's  more 
favoured  superior  ?  Is  it  for  the  careless 
magnificence  that  either  forgets  or  fore- 
goes the  debts  justly  due  to  his  country, 
or  the  deliberate  design  that  claims  as 
droits  all  monies  ceded  to  England,  with- 
draws them  from  the  control  and  expends 
them  without  the  consent  of  parliament  ? 
In  which  of  these  conflicting  virtues,  of 
these  inconsistent  merits  his  claim  is 
founded  I  know  not ;  but,  be  it  in  any  of 


declaration  from  us,  is  there  any  thing  in 
the  exterior  that  forbids  it  ?  Sir,  if  ever 
there  was  a  moment  more  marked  out 
than  another  for  the  representatives  of 
this  great  insular  empire  to  approach  their 
sovereign,  to  communicate  with  him 
frankly  and  firmly,  it  is  the  present-— it  is 
when  a  military  spirit  pervades  the  uni- 
Tersei  and  despotic  government  is  the 
order  of  the  day — when  military  rivalship 
hai  unavoidably  grown  out  of  combined 
military  success— when  the  promises  of 
free  constitutions,  made  by  military  mo« 
narchs  to  their  people  in  the  hour  of  need, 
are  either  postponed  or  forgotten  when 
the  peril  is  past — when  in  one  quarter  a 
dynasty  is  maintained  on  its  throne  (I 
arffue  not  now  how  wisely  or  how  neces- 
aanly)  by  the  force  and  presence  of  fo- 
reign arms — when,  in  another,  loyalty  the 
most  devoted,  because  tempered  with 
rational  liberty — (the  monstrous  crime!) 
it  doomed  by  him  (shall  J  say  the  man  ?) 
whom  it  had  restored  to  his  throne,  to  the 
torture,  to  exile,  imprisonment,  and  death ! 
When  such  is  the  scene  that  the  world 
preienta  to  us,  have  we,  I  ask,  nothing  to 
look  to  at  home  with  more  than  ordinary 
interest  and  anxiety? — nothing  to  watch 
over,  nothing  to  fortify,  nothing  to  con- 
firm {  Sir,  it  is  in  the  nature  and  character 
of  war  to  pervert  the  habits  of  a  free  peo- 
ple, to  corrupt  the  purity  of  a  free  go- 
vernment. Bloodshed  and  rapine  are  not 
the  worst  evils  attendant  in  its  train ;— the 
shock  of  arms,  the  desolation  of  the  field 


rect,  to  renovate.  Then  ii 
great  country  (great  only  bi 
free^  looks  with  a  fond  \u 
patriot  or  enlightened  minis 
the  undivided  enereies  of  a 
sive  mind  to  consolidate  th^ 
her  own  sy stern-— to  restore 
grandeur  of  her  own  sim 
would  to  God  we  had  the 
Burleigh  or  a  Godolphin  to 
the  mighty  work ! 

1  know  not,  if  in  what  I 
shall  be  accused  of  party  fei 
not  philosopher  enough  to 
preferences  or  predilections 
public  men  of  my  own  tin 
than  of  past  time,  and  such  i 
entertain  I  shall  never  be 
avow  ;— but  I  am  not  so  blind 
that  the  mass  of  the  public 
very  deep  interest  in  the  a 
tween  A  and  B, — a  change  oi 
will  not  satisfy,  it  ought  not 
nation,— more,  infinitely  mo 
sary — and  it  is  my  firm  convi 
administration,  of  whatever  pi 
composed,  need  at  the  presen 
to  the  public  confidence, 
found  their  ministry  on  th 
6011^  ^fide  sacrifice  of  patn 
public  necessities ! 

Lord    Nugent    said  :  — -  M 
After  the  eloquent,  the  aniou 
luminous,  speech  which   we 
from  my  hon.  friend^  who 
down — after  the    imnrf^fiKinn 
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,  ^position  of  this  night  having  Mien,— I 
\i8t  wish  not  to  acquiesce  quite  in  alienee 
this  vote.    So  much,  nevertheleaa  haa 
'^en  said,  and  that  so  ably,  on  the  general 
Question  of  these  estabfishmentSy  that  I 
"ta  aware  that'  I  have  neither  the  motive, 
-  ^  Indeed  the  excuse,  for  obtruding  my- 
:tf  at  any  length  on  your  attention.— I 
^^mall  strictly  confine  myself  to  the  view 
^^ch  I  have  alwaya  taken  of  these  esta- 
:^iliahments,  as  applicable  to  our  probable 
jijtuation  during  the  current  year,    and 
aiitate  very  shortly  the  impressions  which, 
a^fier  all  that  has  passed  in  debate  on  this 
Object,   operate   still  so  strongly  upon 
21^  f,ne*    In  the  first  place,  Sir,  I  concur  en- 
tire! v  in  what  has  been  so  often,  and  I 
^^jdiink  I  may  say  somewhat  unnecessarily, 
10  .repeated  on  the  other  side,  namely,  that 
_3(jJii8  is  a  question  which,  whether  finan- 
g^eially  or  constitutionally  viewed,  never 
rnijCBUt  or  ought  to  be  considered  as  an  ab- 
^  jatract  proposition.    Every  question,  whe- 
^'^er  or  the  necessity,  or  of  the  danger,  of 
m  proposed  standing  army,  in    time  of 
peace,  must,  of  course,  be  considered 
-with  reference  to  the  extent  of  the  force 
flo  proposed.     For  some  army,  even  in 
peace,  it  is  I  believe  allowed  on  all  hands, 
IB  necessary. 

But  gentlemen  opposite  have  very  re- 
peatedly u^arned  us  against  the  setting  up 
any  analogy,  whatever,  between  the  esta* 
blishmenu  of  1783  and  1792,  and  the 
military  establishment  now  proposed.  Be- 
cause, it  is  said,  by  the  course  of  time 
and  of  events,  we  are  no  longer  in  the 
same  relative  station  with  regard  to  the 
rest  of  the  world,  and  therefore  no  ana- 
logy should  be  set  up  as  to  the  rate  of 
peace  establishment.  Sir,  I  agree  entirely 
with  those  hon.  gentlemen,  although,, 
perhaps,  I  agree  with  them  on  different 
premises,  and  certainly  for  a  very  different 
conclusion.  But  I  agree  with  them  that 
no  such  analogy  should  be  attempted.  1 
think  there  is  every  reason  that  time  or 
events  could  have  furnished  us  with  for 
the  peace  establishment,  at  least  as  far  as 
concerns  England,  being  now  considerably 
smaller  than  at  any  former  period :— and 
for  this  plain  reason,  that,  as  our  success 
has  been  unprecedented,  unprecedented 
also  ought  to  be  the  measure  of  security 
which  that  success  has  purchased.  Other- 
wise, all  our  exertions  have  been  unavail- 
ing—all our  triumphs  barren — nay  worse 
than  barren.  Every  drop  of  blood  shed 
in  the  contest  has  been  wantonly  and 
wickedly  wasted,— -poured  forth,  not  to 
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advance  the  glory  of  our  country,  but  ta 
afibrd  a  pretext  and  a  prececteat  for 
future  establishments,  highly  biirthenaome 
to  her  finances,  and  highly  dangerous  to 
her  public  liberty. 

But  then  we  are  told  of  our  coloniof^ 
and  Ireland.  And  with  regard  to  this  last 
most  difficult  and  momentous  point,  1  fed 
that  I  must  not  now  obtrude  any  remarka 
I  might  have  to  offer  upon  the  time  of  the 
House.  After  the  portentous,  but  I  fear 
too  faithful,  picture  drawn  of  that  gaOaot 
but  ill-fated  country  by  the  right  iiOB. 
secretary  for  Ireland,  this  subject  haa 
risen  to  a  gloomv  and  awful  importance 
which  must,  and  ought  to,  render  it  a 
question  of  separate  and  independent  die* 
cussion.  I  shall  not  therefore  take  up 
one  moment  of  your  time,  Sir,  on  this 
point,  excepting  to  observe  that,  in  com- 
menting on  the  weakness  of  the  civil 
power  m  that  country,  and  the  necessi^ 
of  an  active  military  supervision,  the  right 
hon.  secretary  has  drawn  the  picture  of  a 
country  whose  moral  principle  has  beea 
exhausted,  whose  social  connexions  have 
been  dissolved,  whose  passions  and  preju- 
dices have  been  all  arrayed  against  the 
interests  of  good  order  and  morality,  by 
years  (by  centuries  I  may  say)  of  voh^ 
government.  He  has  described  the  symp- 
toms, but  not  the  disease.  And  surely» 
surely,  in  discussing  the  interests  of  that 
brave  and  kind-spirited  nation,  we  should 
beware  of  encountering  bv  martial  law  a 
disease,  itself  the  result  of*^  a  long  sjrstepa 
of  governing  by  the  fears,  and  not  the 
affections  of  the  people.  QmuI  U^es  4ine 
moribus  f  is  not  to  be  asked  of  Ireland. 
Ireland  would  reply,  and  I  fear  too  truly, 
quid  mores  sine  legtbus  f  But  of  this  I  wui 
say  no  niore.  A  very  early  day  has  beeo 
fixed  for  this  discussion  by  a  right  boa* 
friend  of  mine  near  me. 

But  then,  our  colonies.  We  arc  re- 
minded of  our  late  vast  accession  of  colo- 
nial greatness,  and  we  are  asked  whether 
this  part  of  our  establishment  is  to  be 
still  on  the  scale  of  178S  or  1792.  The 
alternative  is  put  to  us  as  between  the 
abandonment  of  what  we  have  won,  or 
the  increase  of  our  establishment  in  order 
to  enable  us  to  protect  it.  Sir,  to  this  I 
think  two  answers  may  be  given.  In  the 
first  place  I  do  not  believe  we  are  in  this 
dilemnuu  I  certainly  very  much  mistook 
the  policy  of  government  if  they  did  not 
recommend  our  late  acquisitions  to  us  on 
the  very  grounds  of  their  being  able,  par* 
ticularly  the  Ionian  islands^  to  de&nd 
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iminst  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe.  But 
mo  then  ceded  tbo»e  islands  to  France  ? 
Why  were  they  ceded  ?  Was  it  to  tempt 
France  to  break  her  reluctant  vow  against 
the  revival  of  that  most  detestable  H)f  all 
human  traffics,  the  traffic  in  slaves  ?  Or 
was  it  only  to  give  ourselves  the  pretext 
for  an  increase  of  military  force  in  our 
West  India  Islands  ?  Canada  ?  But  there 
it  h  said  our  population  has  vastly  in- 
creased. And  here,  Sir,  do  permit  mc  to 
protest  against  the  argument  of  increased 
population  calling  for  an  increased  mili- 
tary, wheresoever  that  argument  may  be 
applied.  If  your  object  be  to  array  the 
military  against  the  civil  population,  if 
you  consider  the  latter  as  enemies  against 
which  the  former  is  to  act,  as  slaves  the 
former  is  to  coerce,  or  as  victims  the 
former  is  to  immolate,  then,  and  then 
only,  can  I  understand  the  necessity  of 
apportioning  your  military  to  the  increas- 
hki  growth  of  your  civil  population.  Bui, 
if  It  means  not  this,  the  argument  1  think 
can  mean  nothing.— Then  Gibraltar,  and 
Malta.  At  the  very  time  that  we  describe 
Malta  as  our  great  resting  place,  our 
tower  of  strength,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
we  give  Gibraltar  in  time  of  peace  a  larger 
garrison  than  formed  her  complement  in 
time  of  war.  About  8000  was  I  believe 
the  full  average,  in  war,  of  the  comple- 
ment for  Gibraltar,  excepting,  of  course, 
during  the  memorable  siege  of  that  place, 
when  the  garrison  was  reinforced.  And 
yet,  in  peace,  in  peace  with  Spain,  when 


of  weakness  only,  but   of  dai 
liberties,  by  the  meana  of  pal 
the  means  of  military  excess  t 
then  indeed  I  think  it  mipht 
be  said  "  Perish  our  colonies, 
constitution  !'* 

But,  Sir,  let  us  return  hoc 
at  our  army  here.  Let  us  I 
arguments  by  which  ministei 
necessity  of  these  establishmc 
war  out  of  which  we  have  jus 
and  so  triumphantly  found  i 
alliance  of  all  the  crowned  hew 
associates  itself  in  a  bond  as  u 
ed  as  unexpected,  to  reduce  f 
France  within  its  just  and  p 
Success  has  outrun  the  expe< 
the  hopes  of  men,  and  the  sti 
tion  is  reduced  to  a  position,  i 
can  but  receive  the  terms  to 
confederacy  may  be  dispose 
her.  Such  was  the  state  to 
kind  destinies  of  curope  fa 
France.  Such  was  the  glo 
whidi  the  extraordinary  gooc 
the  noble  lord  opposite  had  p 
his  hands.  Solid  and  pen 
glorious  repose  was  set  full 
view. 

Now  let  us  turn  froea  a  scei 
just  expectations  of  the  count 
sanguinely,  potirtrayed,  and, 
hausted  and  lamentable  state 
try,  let  us  direct  our  eyes  to 
**  like  the  mildewed  ear, 
wholesome  brother,'*   of  who 
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B  ^M^  Ulenti  and  finnnets  of  our  general, 
aaiJ  ^  intrepid  and  patient  courage  of 
P^^air  troopa,  been  blessed  with  glorious 
.  ^ictory.  By  the  act  of  our  ministerSi  we 
—  .at^e,  from  a  scene  of  triumph  and  exul- 
tation, from  hopes  of  security  justified  by 
been  left  to  contemplate  the  real 


^  ^^>iilt  of  all  these  things  in  continued  bur- 
^eaa  on  the  people,  in  hollow  and  dan- 
"^Woos  truce,  our  country  hated  and  in- 
™^lted  aj^road,  her  liberties  violently  and 
'  ^Raringly  menaced  at  home.  Let  us  look 
^  Ground,  and  see  the  state  of  our  own  coun- 
*  ^y.  Let  us  go  forth  among  our  fields 
"  haA  our  manufactories,  and  let  us  see  what 
^  'We  the  tokens  and  judications  of  peace. 
'  ^^^3an  we  trace  them  among  a  peasantry 
^  ^Hvithout  work,  and  consequently  without 
=4Mread?  Among  farmers  unable  to  pay 
their  rents,  and,  a  fortiori,  unable  to  con- 
^Qp  tribute  to  that  parochial  relief  on  which 
Ltf  the  peasantry  is  rendered  dependent  ? 
aaAmong  land-holders  unable  to  collect 
■^their  rents,  and  yet  obliged  to  maintain 
JBBV^heir  rank  and  station  as  gentlemen  in 
Mssociety.  Let  us  listen  to  the  cry  of  the 
B^ country.  It  is  poverty  from  the  proudest 
■i«  villa  to  the  meanest  cottage.  Poverty 
s^  nngs  in  our  ears,  it  lays  in  our  path  which 
sx  ^ver  way  we  turn.  It  is  not  tne  congra- 
^  tulations  of  the  noble  lord  opposite,  it  is 
^r  not  his  song  of  victory,  t&at  can  drown 
^  this  lamentable  cry.  It  is  not  in  the 
B  •  power  of  the  noble  lord,  it  is  not  in  the 
^  power  of  this  House,  or  of  parliament,  to 
stifle  the  cry  of  want,  nor  to  brave  the 
stroke  of  universal  bankruptcy.  There  is 
but  one  means  left  to  satisfy  the  country, 
to  avert  these  evils,  or  to  redeem  the 
pledged  faith  of  parliament.  Retrench- 
ment, rigorous,  and  severe  retrenchment, 
in  every  branch,  and  in  every  article,  of 
the  public  expenditure.  What  is  the  re- 
trenchment we  wish  for  I  Look  again  to 
that  enormous  establishment  which  was 
once  declared  by  ministers  to  be  essential 
to  the  safety  of  the  empire,  and  which 
has  been  once  already,  since  that  declara- 
tion, withdrawn  in  the  estimates,  and  re- 
duced. Where  are  we  to  learn  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  retrenchment?  Let  us 
look  to  every  private  establishment,  firom 
high  to  low,  which  our  taxes  have  ruined, 
^d  there  let  us  learn  the  lesson  of  econo- 
mical reform. 

Sir,  these  are  awful  signs  of  the  time 
we  live  in,  and  the  more  so  because  we 
see  that  at  a  period,  like  this,  of  general 
domestic  retrenchment,  there  is  one  pri- 
^te  establishment  only  that  has  not  yet 
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obeyed  the  ca]l,«*there  ia  but  one  Hooas 
that,  as  the  pressure  has  increased,  hai 
welcomed  yet  further  profusion,— 4md  that 
is,  unhappily,  to  be  said  of  the  first  Housq 
in  the  land.  It  is  not.  Sir,  on  account  of 
the  alread;^  unprecedented  state  to  which 
your  public  finances  are  reduced, — it  if 
not  on  account  of  the  y^t  increasing  dia* 
tress  and  difiSculty  which  must  chiu  th^ 
enterprise  and  check  the  oomroercial  proa* 
parity  of  your  empire,— which  affects,  ia 
nearly  an  equal  degree,  every  rank,  sta* 
tion,  and  description  of  men,— >it  is  not  oa 
this  account  alone  that  I  should  entreat 
the  House  to  consider  once  more  what  it 
the  ruinous  extent  of  the  establishment  it 
has,  this  year,  sanctioned.  Financial  dis- 
tress, however  great,  may,  by  discreet 
and  cautious  economy,  be  yet  repaired. 
It  is  not  on  account  of  the  weak  and  ex* 
hausted  state  to  which  this  country  mult 
be  reduced  by  these  establishments  ia 
time  of  peace,  and  in  which  exhausted 
state  the  country  will  be  found,  should 
necessity  again  compel  us  to  have  re* 
eourse  to  arms,— it  is  not  on  this  contide* 
ration  alone  that  1  appeal  to  the  House* 
The  means  of  national  resource,  howevct 
enfeebled,  may,  bv  public  energy  and 
public  zeal,  at  such  a  crisis,  be  yet  re« 
vived. '  It  is  on  account  of  the  departuro 
from  those  old  constitutional  principles  oil 
which  the  greatest  minds  have  acted,  and 
the  greatest  authorities  of  our  history 
have  spoken,— it  is  on  account  of  the  de* 
parture,  from  those  great  maxims,  tbs 
bulwarks  at  once  of  public  liberty  and 
public  happiness,  which,  if  once  over« 
thrown,  can  never  be  restored, — it  is  oa 
account  of  the  abandonment  of  those  con* 
stitutional  securities,  which  have  hitherto 
formed  the  bond  of  mutual  union  and 
confidence  between  the  Crown  and  peoplA 
(securities  which)  till  now,  parliament  has 
never  undervalued  or  disregarded),  which 
are  still  within  our  reach,  but  on  which 
the  vote  of  to-night  is  now,  for  the  last 
time,  to  pronounce,— that  I  hope  and 
trust  the  House  will  second  the  voice  of 
the  country  in  acceding  to  the  motion  of 
the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Cunoen  thouffht,  that,  however 
pertinaciously  the  noble  lord  might  adU 
nere  to  his  system,  the  measure  noir 
stood  in  a  very  difierent  view  from  that 
which  it  presented  at  the  conmiencement 
of  the  session;  and  he  was  certain  tbo 
noble  lord  would  never  have  proposed  it^ 
had  he  not  depended  on  the  support  of 
the  income  tax.    At  the  matter  atood  at 
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firetent,  he  would  ask  whether  the  noble     could  «o    calculate    upon  tho« 
Otd  oieBnl  to  add  imuU  lo  the  nif&rings  ]  stuncea  which    mi^ht 
of  the  cmintryj      So   entirely   was  the 
aituation  of  the  country  changed,  that  the 
noble  lord    must    make   nut 


year  to  alter  the  situaiioo  of  thtow^ 
with  relation  to  the  amount  of  thce«4i( 
menu  which   migtit  be  necesMrj.  Itf 


iMlIy  strong  case  to  prove  that  all  those  [  present  wa«  not    the  permaneni  ^aa^ 
rinciplea  of  naval   deftnce,   which   had  '  lablifehr-""* 


n, 


planted  by  that  tystctn  of  military  pagean- 
try of  which  the  noble  lord 


,  but    waa    such  g 


)  aacredly  cherished  by  our  s 
be  foregor 


I  circuRiBtancc 


s  such  that  the  Hou 
ready  diicttJed   upon    it.      Bui  thcai 


enamoured.  Hud  he  endeavoured  to  re- 
duce this  iiiililary  mania,  be  would  have 
ItninortaliEed  himself;  but,  instead  of  this, 
bo  bad  incTcumd  nil  the  burthens  conse- 
quent on  such  a  system.  The  noble  lord  '  respect  to  thi 
■aid  that  a  large  force  must  be  kept  up  '~ 
here  lo  supply  our  West  India  islandii. 
He  (Mr.  Curwen)  doubted  the  policy  of 
maintain  iiif;  colonies  in  that  tjuarter,  par- 
ticularly Canada:  he  thought  the  wisest 
Biewure  would  be  to  declare  that  country 
independent,  and  thereby  to  save  the  cx- 
pOTue  of  the  military  force  which  was  sta- 
tioned there.     The  situation  of  the  coun- 
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9  such,  that  I 


lord  was  not  contented  with  thi»;  itaij^ 
called  upon  the  House  to  Oeait  <am, 
measures  of  future  economy.  U  d 
upon  tbe  House  to  give  any  deciiias « 
measures  of  prospective  (egiililion,n 
to  the  amount  of  establiihmccii 
itained,  was  equally  premaluria 
unwise.  Another  hon.  geniieoufl,  tit 
ever,  bad  given  a  new  turn  to  the  dtk 
by  calling  upon  the  House  to  ioffaai 
address,  not  with  a  view  of  resdndafih 
vote  on  the  establish  men  ts,  nornii 
view  tu  any  prospective  reguUii'<%iR 
as  an  expression  of  a  want  of  ci)nA^ 
in  his  majesty's  ministers.     Hec«uiilK| 


inadequate  lo  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  times.  The  resources  were  ob- 
viously inadequate  lo  meet  the  expendi- 
ture, yet  with  a  degree  of  i n consist enc v. 
somewhat   unaccountable,    we  were  told 


r  retrenchments    say  that  he  wished  thia  v 
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tbe  sddre«fl  i 

but  without  saying  more  on  thii  f^Y- 
he  would  pass  to  what  had  b«n  t^  ' 
another  boo.  gentleman,  who  thMi^hie, 
financial  situation  of  the  countri«va| 
by  the  noble  lord,  "O!  wait  till  next  ]  much  changed  aa  to  make  new rtjita" I 
year,  and  you'll  be  reliercd."  If  the  '  rece««ar»  with  reapcct  to  ibe»*»««<f| 
noble  lord  was  nllowt'd  logooii  in  ibis  way  the  establishment.  If  this  was  roi'i^I 
the  slate  of  peace  would  soon  be  more  case,  he  could  only  say  that,  for  tm^r.  i 
ruinous  than  a  state  of  war  [Hear!],  '  part,he  would  be  the  first  to  comefa'r;  I 
A  fair  chance  was  now  given  to  the  noble  and  propose  such  new  arrangemeau.  k  i 
lord  of  uniting  himself  wilh  ihc  country,  he  conceived  that  the  sums  for  thepii  \ 
and  aguin  recovering  that  popularity  servi 
which  he  had  lost.  He  was  ashamed  tn  grou 
•ee  that  want  of  decency  in  tbe  noble  lord 
whichledhim  tobesoindif^rent  to  public 
feeling,  and  eo  ready  to  insult  tbe  country. 
It  wa«  at  all  times  derogatory  to  the  cha- 


racter of  a  minister  to  thwart  ihe  publi 


?  hm!  been    voted    i 

and  tbtit  ibe  siiuniim  il  ''- 
country  was  not  so  much  changed  a.' 
moke  It  necessary  to  abandon  tbe  as- 
blishment  which  had  been  agreed  lo ' ' 
parliament.     It  was  undoubtedly  in 


:w  regulatioi 


voice,  but  it   was  particularly  so  in  the  had  become  necessary ;    but  wh»tw'> 

noble   lord,  considering   the    manner    in  riation  might  be  required    in  this  r«>^ 

which  he  so  thwarted  it.  in  consequence  of  the  resolutions^^ 

The  Chancellor  of  fhe  Exchequer  said.  House,  it  would  not   be  expected  tba  ^ 

that  as  far  as  related  to  the  finances,  be  should  now  open  the   budget  by  aniinf^ 

would  be  sorry  not  lo  have  an  opportunity  lion,  by  going  into  the    minute  dftn^  ^' 

of  explaining  shortly  one  or  two  of  the  these  variations.      He  would  therel'orc  t 

pOtQtl  which  had  been  touched  upon   in  present  merely  make  a    few   siatemeDUt: 

the  course  of  this  debate.      With  respect  round  numbers,  tohelp  the  House  to  jinic 

to  the  motion  itself,   he  could   not  think  uf  the  force  of  some  of  the  argunienli'.t! 

that  it  would  be  wise   lo  adopt   it,  as    it  hnd  been  used  this  night   by  an  hon.?er 

would    make    the  House    decide  pn-ma-  tliiman  on  the  other    side  of  the  Hoa- 

turely  on  tbe  establishment  for  the  ensu-  (Mr.  Grant).      That  hon.  gentlemanb. 

ing  year.      Neither   the  noble  lord  who  argued,  that  there  would  this  year  bt  - 
Moved  tbe  kddreaa,  nor  oo;  other  persoo,  I  excew  in  the  ■upplin,  over  the  way*  ■ 


r  ■ 
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gleans,  to  the  amount  of  19,SOO,00(M., 
hich  sum  it  would  be  necessary  to 
orrow.  NoiTi  the  following  were  the 
there  was  a  loan  from  the  bank  to 
le  amount  of  4,500yO(XW.;  and  it  had  also 
ecooEie  necessary  to  borrow  a  sum  suffi* 


^ent  to  repay  the  amount  of  the  taxes  re-    amount  of  the  income  was  only  one-fiflh 


Wted  by  the  House,  which  was  about 
^^^BOOflOOl,    These  two  sums,  making  to- 
'.-ether  lS»000,0(Xtf.,  was  the  whole  amount 
Vhich  would  be  necessary,   instead  of 
^.9,dOO,00(M.  as  stated  erroneously  by  the 
^cm.  gentleman.     Then,  as  to  the  com- 
~*Murison  made  between  Uie  present  esta- 
-tliahment,  and  those  at  the  commence- 
KXineQi  of  a  former  peace,  the  peace  esta- 
■^^i^liahment  this  year  after  the  war,  required 
oc  a  loan  of  lS,Odo,000/.   HaTing  mentioned 
*"  :3tlie  word  <^  loan,"  he  might  now  state  to 
House,  that  a  loan  rained  no  part  of 
resources  of  the  present  year  ^Hear, 
ear!].     For  the   service  of  this  year 
OK  19,000|0(XW.  remained  to  be  raised  in  some 
iKway ;  and  of  this  sum  4,500,000/.  had  al- 
mm,  ready  been  advanced  by  the  bank.  During 
ii  «the  present  year  the  people  had  already 
■  :been  released  from  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
B  z  aixteen  or  seventeen  millions ;  a  prodigi- 
A  oas  sum,  exceeding  even  the  amount  of 
fi,  V  Che  whole  public  revenue  at  the  com* 
K  •  menoement  of  the  war,  a  sum  so  far  ex* 
^c  ceedin^  any  relief  of  this  kind  that  had 
^  -  been  given  at  the  close  of  a  war,  that 
1^  never,  on  any  former  occasion,  had  any 
^  relief  at  all  been  given  in  this  way.     The 
■  ^   case  was  very  different  at  the  close  of  the 
^   American  war,  when,  instead  of  taking  off 
^ .   taxes,  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  obh'ged  to  lay 
2    on  new  taxes  to  the  amount  of  two  mil- 
^    lions.    But  this  year,  instead  of  laying  on 
^    new  taxes,  as  had  been  necessary  after  the 
^    peace  of  178S,  taxes  were  taken  off  to  the 
,  ^    amount  of  17,000,000/.,  leaving  a  diffe- 
'      Tence  in  favour  of  the  present  state  of  the 
country,  compared  witn  that  at  the  close 
^    of  the   American  war,  of   19,000,000/. 
Now,  as   to  the  expenditure,  compared 
\     with  what  it  was  then.     In  this,  the  first 
^     year  of  peace,  we  had  voted  an  establish- 
^     ment  of  26,000,000/.,  including  the  inte- 
rest of  exchequer  bills.    In  the  year  1783 
^      the  amount  voted  was  14,000,000/.,  exclu- 
sive {as  he  believed,  but  he  could  not  now 
apeak  positively)  of  the  interest  of  ex- 
cnequer  bills.  *in  1784',  the  expense  of 
the    establishment    was     reduced     from 
14,000,000/.  to  8,000,000/.     Thus,  then, 
in  178S,  the  country  while  at  peace  had 
an  cstidblishmeBt  which  coat  14,000,000/. 
at  a  time  when  the  whole  resources  to 


meet  this  sum,  besides  the  duties  of  €08-* 
toms  and  excise,  were  the  land  and  malt 
taxes,  when  there  was  no  surplus  of  the 
consolidated  fund,  nor  those  facilitiea 
which  were  now  in  our  power.  So  that  in 
1783,  calculating  at  the  highest,  Uie  clear 


part  of  the  amount  of  the  sum  voted  for 
the  establishment.  What  was  the  situation 
of  the  country  now  ?  In  the  present  year 
the  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fund 
amounted  to  about  3,000,000/.  (it  was 
2,600,000/.  at  Christmas,  and  might  now 
therefore  be  safely  stated  at  3,000,000/.), 
and  there  were  excise  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  4,000,000/.;  so  that  this  year,  having 
voted  an  establishment  of  24,000,000/., 
the  whole  amount  of  the  resources  to  meet 
it  was  10,000,000/. ;  therefore,  the  clear 
income  of  this  year  bore  to  the  expendi- 
ture  a  proportion  of  one-fourth  more  thaa 
it  did  at  the  close  of  the  American  war  in 
1783.  In  comparing  the  state  of  the 
country  at  these  two  periods,  it  was  to  be 
recollected,  that  at  the  former  there  was 
no  sinking  fund ;  and  of  this  fundt  he  said, 
it  was  now  a  treasure,  and  not  a  charge  to 
ffovemment — but  a  treasure  which  it  was 
better  to  reserve  than  to  touch  upon.  He 
did  not  wish  in  these  details  to  anticipate 
what  he  should  soon  have  to  open  to  the 
House  in  his  official  capacity,  but  the 
most  satisfactory  reflexions  resulted  from 
what  he  had  stated.  The  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  had  praised  Mr.  Pitt  for  the  cla- 
mour he  had  encountered;  he  therefore 
hoped  that  on  this  score  his  majesty's 
ministers  would  be  allowed  the  merit  of 
having  encountered  clamour  even  to  the 
extent  of  overwhelming  superiority.  Yet 
they  had  not  shrunk  from  their  duty; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  support  of  that 
which  they  thoueht  a  most  wise,  politic, 
and  necessary  plan  of  finance,  they  had 
hazarded  whatever  they  enjoyed  of  popu- 
larity. This  he  hoped  would  be  taken  not 
only  as  a  proof  of^  their  sincerity  but  of 
their  firmness,  in  maintaining  what  they 
thought  right  with  a  view  to  the  public 
interest.  As  to  the  motion  before  the 
House,  he  thought  his  noble  friend,  the 
secretary  at  war,  had  adopted  the  proper 
course  in  not  givmg  a  direct  negative  to  a 
motion,  the  object  of  which  was  public 
economy.  It  was  therefore  better  to  pass 
to  the  other,  orders  of  the  day. 

Colonel  Palmer  saidi  it  was  with  ex- 
treme reluctance  that  he  found  himself 
compelled  to  oppose  the  measures  of  the 
noble  lord,  with  respect  to  the  large  mili- 


they  undoubtedly  were,  greater  thaiT  the 
•ervice  of  the  country  required.  They 
only  enabled  miaitten  to  per8e?ere  in 
their  extravagance,  against  the  distresses 
and  against  the  voice  of  the  people.  He 
could  not  comprehend  why  the  sentiments 
of  the  nation  were  to  be  disregarded  upon 
that  subject  alone.  The  people,  by  tneu: 
firmness,  had  succeeded  in  getting  rid  of 
the  property  lax.  The  same  people  had 
since  peiitioned  against  the  large  esta- 
blishments ;  but  the  same  representatives 
who  had  voted  against  the  property  tax, 
had  not  voted  against  the  large  esta- 
blishments. They  had,  on  the  contrary, 
supported  them.  He  did  not  wish  to  in- 
sinuate theiftlightest  imputation  upon  those 
hofl.  members,  but  surely  it  was  to  be  la- 
mented that  the  exertions  of  the  people 
out  of  doors  had  not  been  more  strenu- 
ously supported  in  that  House.  His  ma- 
jesty's ministers  seemed  to  be  unaccount- 
ably ignorant  of  the  real  situation  of  the 
country.  Whether  it  was  that,  like  their 
royal  master,  tliey  brcithcd  altogether  in 
a  different  atmosphere,  or  that  they  were 
surrounded  by  interested  flatterers,  who 
studiously  sought  to  delude  them,  so  it 
was,  that  they  exhibited  an  utter  unac- 
qiiaintance  with  the  feelings  which  ani- 
mated every  class  of  the  people.  Among 
the  other  grounds  which  he  had  heard  al- 
leged for  maintaining  so  large  a  military 
force,  was  that  there  existed  a  great  spirit 
of  Jacobinism  throughout  the  country. 
If   such    a    spirit    did    indeed    prevail. 


generate  babita  and  feelings 
with  those  sentiments  upon  w 
greatneas  and  prosperity  of 
must  always  rest. 

Mr.  /.  Smith  observed  tha 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche 
suited  merely  for  his  own  pu 
had  compared  the  present  yea 
1783,  and  talked  aloout  rehevi 
try  from  17,000,000/.  of  taxi 
had  he  so  relieved  the  countr 
he  knew  that  tbose  taxes  c 
paid  by  the  people  [  Hear,  1 
knew  also,  that  even  if  the 
had  not  been  rejected,  it  wou 
impossible  to  collect  it  even  a 
Those  who  had  justified  ths 
the  grounds  statdd  by  Mr.  F 
show  that  the  situation  of  the 
the  same  now  aa  at  that  peric 
be  no  easy  undertaking  to 
during  the  administration  c 
farms  had  been  relinquLshed,  i 
and  gazettes  crowded  with 
ruptcies  to  any  thing  like  tl 
present  experienced.  The 
ministers  demonstrated  that 
utterly  unacquainted  with  the 
the  country ;  they  wilfully  shi 
upon  its  distresses,  for  he  co 
pose  them  so  positively  blii 
really  insensible  to  what  wa 
all  but  tliemselves.  He  del 
impose  upon  the  country  an 
mock  economy;  the  good  i 
nation  would  not  be  so  delude 
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inat  it 102 

Majority  ^ 56 

List  of  the  Minority. 

3,  viscoimt  Lambton,  John  G. 

sir  George  Lan^ton,  W.  G. 

^  Arthur  Lewis,  T.  F. 

n,  Jos.  F.  Law.  hon.  £. 

,  Alex.  Lubbock,  John 

Joseph  Mackintosh,  sir  J. 

hon.  T.  ^lurtin,  H. 

lam,  H.  Martin,  John 

i,  Doni.  Miiton,  viscount 

jleorge  Marryat,  Jos. 

,  hon.  P.  D.  Methuen,  Paul 

,  sir  C.  Morland,  S.  B. 

,  W.  Moore,  Peter 

%  O.  Nerille,  hon.  H. 

1,  John  Newport,  sir  John 

W.  H.  NorA,  Dudley. 

I,  H.  0'Ha^^  C. 

It,  John  Ossulston,  lord 

;,  Charles  Palmer,  Charles 

ell,  hon.  J.  Peirse,  Henry 

lish.  lord  G.  .  Philips,  George 

Id,  hon.  H.  Piggottj  sir  A. 

er,  Robert  Ponsonby,  rt.  hon.  G. 

R.  8.  Plunkctt,rt.  hn.W.  C, 

hon.  J.  S.  Preston,  Richard 

I,  J.  C.  Prittie,  hon.  F.  A. 
y,  Thos.  Pym,  Francis 
inon,  mc.  Rashleigh;  Wm. 
s,  hon.  L.  Ramsdoi,  J.  C. 
[s,  hon.  F.  S.  Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
rt.  hon.  W.  Romflly,  sir  S. 
Frank  Scfton,  earl  of 
Kirkman  Sharpe,  R. 

aid,  lord  W.  Smith,  Samuel 

,  lord  John  Smith,  Abel 

hon.  A.  Smith,  George 

T.  Smjr^  John  H. 

n.  rt.  hon.  H.  Smith,  John 

II,  Pascoe  Stanley,  brd 
J.  P.  Talbot,  R.  W. 

1»  B.  Tavistock,  marquis 

crsley,  H.  Tremayne,  J.  H. 

,  Jos.  Tiemey,  rt.  hon.  G. 

on,  lord  A.  Townsnend,  lord  J. 

irt,  John  Walpole,  hon.  S. 

:ote,  air  G.  Wharton,  John 

f,  E.  Wynn,  sir  W.  W. 

,  Francis  Wynn,  C.  W. 

th,  H.  Warre,  S.  A. 

5,  W.  L.  Tellers. 

Robert  Macdonald,  James 

Thomas  Nugent,  lord 

hon.W.  ^ 

EN  Bill.]  Lord  Castlereagh^  in 
nee  of  notice,  rose  to  move  tor  the 
of  the  present.  Alien  Bill,  for  the 
le  of  introducing  a  measure  more 

tted  to  the  cbcumBtances  of  ^e 
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conntiyi  sinrilar  to  that  adopted  by  parlia- 
ment after  the  peace  of  Paris,  lie  ob- 
Mnred,  that  although  tranquillily  in  En- 
rope  had  been  restored,  the  situation  of 
the  British  empire  was  still  such  as  to  re* 
ouire  precautions  against  the  possibility  of 
ttie  disturbance  of  internal  security.  The 
peace  Ah'en  BiU  of  1814  had  been  found 
adequate  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
designed,  and  had  rendered  the  war  AMea 
BiU  previously  in  force  unnecessary:  it 
had  for  some  years  been  found  conve* 
nient  to  watch  the  entrance  of  foreigners 
into  this  kingdom  by  a  measure  wliich» 
while  it  gaTo  certain  power  to  the  execu* 
tive  government,  was  calculated  also  for 
the  protection  of  those  to  whom  it  related ; 
but  noiaw  ooght  to  exceed  the  exigency 
of  the  ease,  which  was  now  considerably 
lessened.  The  Crown,  in  truth,  possesMd 
the  right  of  sendine  aliens  out  of  the  realm 
on  suspicion  that  tney  were  concerned  In 

Eractices  dangerous  to  the  state ;  but  it 
ad  been  thought  wise,  since  the  time  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  arm  the  executive  with  the 
countenance  of  the  legislature ;  and  fott 
this  purpose  he  now  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  of  the  lasl 
session  respecting  aliens,  and  to  substitute 
other  provisionsy  for  a  time  to  be  limited, 
in  lieu  of  it. 

Mr.  Homer  was  not  aware  that  any 
SQch  motion  had  been  fixed  for  this  night; 
but  he  was  anxious,  in  the  veiy  first  in- 
stance,  to  give  it  his  decided  negative.  He 
had  opposed  the  alien  bill  of  1814,  be* 
cause  he  thought  it  not  only  uncalled  for," 
but  unconstitutional;  and  if  at  that  thne 
it  was  not  required,  there  was  now  even 
still  less  excnse  for  such  a  measure.  The 
noble  lord  had  talked  in  hk  usual  style  ■ 
a  style  that  had  tiow  become  fiulnondDle-» 
t)f  a  peace  idien  bill,  and  a  war  alten  bilL 
The  House  iiad  heard  lately  of  peace  rego- 
lation  bills,  and  war  regulation  bills;  of 
peace  bank  restriction  bills,  and  war  bank 
restriction  bills;  and  now^t  was  once  more 
to  be'told,  that  extraordinary  powers  were 
required  to  enable  ministers  to  send 
foreigners  out  of  the  country.  To  the 
constitution  such  a  measure  was  unknown, 
for  it  allowed  ingress  and  egress  of  lb* 
reigners  without  restriction ;  and  the  ret- 
son  stated  by  Mr.  Fitt  for  the  alien  act  of 
1792  was,  that  it  was  merety  to  secure 
internal  tranqcdllity,  and  not  to  be  applied 
to  such  purposes  as  those  to  which  itlmd 
oflate  years  been  perverted— the  confine* 
ment  and  transportaHon  of  indi  vidnab  who 
imd|  fnr  aome  caofe  or  otber  not  assigned^ 
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become  obooxioui  to  ministen.  In  1793 
certain  principles  were  afloat  which  might 
be  supposed  dangerous  to  the  repose  of 
the  nation  ;  but  where  would  the  noble 
lord  now  discover  any  such  peril  ?  If  the 
noble  lord  could  furnish  any  from  his 
fertile  imagination,  he  would  not  find  a 
man  |in  the  country  to  agree  with  him. 
He  trusted,  now  the  possibility  of  injury 
from  the  interference  of  the  inhabitants  of 
other  states  was  removed,  that  the  ancient 
and  wholesome  system  of  policy  would  be 
pursued;  and  that  Great  Britain  would 
treat  strangers  with  her  wonted  liberality 
and  confidence,  without  dreading  that  a 
few  foreigners,  even  if  they  were  ill*  dis- 
posed, would  be  able  to  disturb  her  tran- 
auillity  and  happiness.  He  must  there- 
rare  solemnly  protest  against  the  intro- 
duction of  this  peace  alien  bill. 

Mr.  Bathurst  justified  his  noble  friend 
in  calling  it  the  peace  alien  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  it  had  been  so  denominated 
after  the  treaties  of  Amiens  and  of  Paris. 
It  was  true  that  the  revolutionary  principles 
tlmt  broke  out  in  1793  had  now  been 
nearly  extinguished ;  but  still  a^remnant  of 
Jacobin  spirit  lurked  behind,  and  much 
inflammable  matter  was  to  be  found  that 
might,  without  difficulty,  be  fired  by  the 
aid  of  suspicious  foreigners.  At  least, 
therefore,  a  possibility  of  danger  existed 
against  which  prudence  reouired  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made.  Magna  Charta, 
and  the  constitutional  principles  there 
formed  for  the  protection  of  alien  mer- 
chants, had  often  been  referred  to  ;  but 
the  power  of  the  king  to  send  beyond  seas 
such  strangers  as  should  be  obnoxious 
from  their  designing  practices,  was  at 
least  as  old,  if  not  as  completely  recog- 
nised. The  question  now  was,  whether 
the  dangers  of  1814  did  not  at  present 
exist ;  and  if  they  did,  the  alien  bill  ought 
to  be  passed,  to  show  foreigners  that  they 
could  not  with  impunity  foment  discon- 
tents among  the  people  of  this  country 
against  the  established  government. 

Mr.  Baring  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  put  the  question  on  the  j 
proper  footing,  for  all  his  arguments 
tended  to  prove  that  the  country  should  i 
always  have  had  an  alien  act.  As  to  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
remnant  of  Jacobinism  and  from  foreigners, 
no  one  but  the  right  hon.  gentleman  could 
perceive  it.  If  there  was  a  period  at  which 
a  spirit  of  satisfaction,  quiet,  and  loyalty 
prevailed  throughout  the  nation,  it  was  the 
present.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  j 


iMUMTMrn  [1st 

said,  that  the  Crown  bad  at  all  times  pa. 
sessad  the  powers  Co  be  confierred  Iqr  tk 
bilL  Then  why  propose  such  a  meMac! 
It  would  enable  other  goremmeniiD 
interfere,  in  order  to  turn  out,  not  tba 
who  were  dangerous  to  us,  but  obooui 
to  those  governments.  If  Ferdinand  i 
Spain,  or  the  kings  of  France  sod  if 
Prussia  had  any  hostility  towards  an  xot' 
vidual,  they  would  only  have  to  oiabt 
communication  to  tbe  secretary  of  m, 
and  he  would  have  no  choice  left  but » 
comply  with  their  request.  He  had  Ui^ 
self  witnessed  cases  m  which  penoui 
the  greatest  respectability,  who  had  ota 
over  on  pursuits  entirely  commercial,  U 
been  sent  away  mdst  unjustly,  on  theaa 
representation  of  a  foreign  ministv.  \ 
would  be  foix  more  convenient  for  the » 
cretary  of  stste  to  be  able  to  say,  aiisi 
Whitworth  had  done  to  Buonaparte  is  th- 
case  of  Peltier,  that  he  was  subject  to  u 
other  laws  than  the  laws  of  this  comm 
although  that  was  not  true  at  the  tiiDe,&r 
the  power  of  removal  had  alr^uly  beeoca* 
ferred  on  government  by  the  alien  i& 
He  should  certainly  vote  against  theiDtr> 
duction  of  any  such  bill,  as  that  now  ptc- 
posed. 

Mr.  Addington  stated,  that  there  ven  i 
now  20,000  aliens  in  this  kingdom,  & 
added,  that  it  would  be  hiehly  unprudeBt 
till  the  spirit  of  animosity  against  tbk 
country  and  her  institutions  had  bee: 
eradicated,  not  to  keep  an  account  ot, 
those  individuals,  of  their  professions,  aoc  | 
of  their  places  of  abode.  He  also  denied 
that  any  merchants  had  been  sent  airajoi 
the  mere  representation  of  a  fore^  mi- 
nister without  any  cogent  reasons  agunst 
them.  I 

Mr.  Lambi  although  he  did  not  believe 
that  any  injustice  had  been  committed 
under  the  former  and  existing  alien  sets, 
yet  was  persuaded  that  they  had  occa- 
sioned great  irregularities,  and  that  thej 
had  been  diverted  from  their  ostensib«t 
object  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  police, 
and  saving  the  trouble  of  proceeding 
against  foreigners  according  to  the  ordi- 
nary forms  of  law. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Lascars.]  Mr.  Horner  observing  aa 
hon.  gentleman  belonging  tq  the  board  of 
control  present,  wislied  to  know,  whe- 
ther, in  conseqiu^nce  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  last  Sfssioo  to  in- 
quire into  the  condition  of  the  Lascar 
sailors  who  came  to  this  country  in  pri- 
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rate  ships,  any  step  bad  been  taken  to 
irovide  ror  the  relief  of  their  extreme  dis- 
iress? 

Mr.  Wallace  stated,  that  a  correspon- 
lenee  had  taken  place  on  the  subject  with 
lie  East  India  and  the  East  India  dock 
sompanies,  but  without  success.  Appli- 
Sttlions  had  then  been  made  to  other  bodies, 
and  it  would  probably  be  necessary  to 
some  to  parliament  to  create  a  commis- 
sion, and  invest  it  with  such  powers  as 
may  be  deemed  proper.  He  stiould  not 
object  to  the  production  of  any  part  of 
die  correspondence  which  had  been  car- 
ried on  with  the  two  companies,  if  the 
bon.  gentleman  should  wish  to  examine  it. 

Mr.  Homer  thought  it  was  proper  that 
lihe  House  should  see  what  tiaci  taken 
place.  It  appeared  that  the  East  India 
company  had  refused  to  undertake  any 
thing  for  the  permanent  relief  of  the  Las- 
cars during  their  stay  in  this  country. 
He  therefore  should  move,  **  That  there 
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be  laid  before  this  House,  a  copy  of  all 
correspondence  between  the  commissioners 
for  the  affisurs  of  India,  and  any  other 
public  body,  relative  to  the  care  and 
maintenance  of  Lascar  sailors  during  their 
stay  in  England.'' 

Mr.  Grant  begged  the  House  would 
suspend  their  opinion  until  the  papers 
should  be  before  them ;  and  stated  gene- 
rally, that  the  indisposition  manifested  by 
the  respective  bodies  to  which  they  be* 
longed  to  take  upon  themselves  any  res- 
ponsibility on  the  subject,  was  occasioned 
solely  by  their  conviction,  that  nothing 
short  of  parliamentary  interference  could 
be  efiective  with  respect  to  it. 

Mr.  Astell  defended  the  conduct  of  the 
East-India    dock    company    on    similar 

grounds.    He  maintained,  that  nothing 
ut  the  power  of  government  could  ma- 
nage that  people. 

The  motion  was  agveed  to. 
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and  confidence,  without  dreading  that  a 
ftw  foreignerty  even  if  they  were  ill-dit- 
posedy  would  be  able  to  disturb  her  tran- 
auillity  and  happioen.  He  must  there- 
n>re  solemnly  protest  against  the  intro- 
duction of  this  peace  alien  bill. 

Mr.  Bathurst  justified  his  noble  friend 
in  calling  it  the  peace  alien  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  it  had  been  so  denominated 
after  the  treaties  of  Amiens  and  of  Paris. 
It  was  true  that  the  revolutionary  principles 
chat  broke  out  in  1793  had  now  been 
nearly  extinguished ;  but  still  a*remnant  of 
Jacobin  spirit  lurked  behind,  and  much 
inflammable  matter  was  to  be  found  that 
night,  without  difficulty,  be  fired  by  the 
aia  of  suspicious  foreigners.  At  feast, 
therefore,  a  possibility  of  danger  existed 
against  which  prudence  reouired  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made.  Magna  Charta, 
and  the  constitutional  principles  there 
formed  for  the  protection  of  alien  mer- 
chants, had  often  been  referred  to  ;  but 
the  power  of  the  king  to  send  beyond  seas 
auch  strangers  as  should  be  obnoxious 
from  their  designing  practices,  was  at 
Jeast  as  old,  if  not  as  completely  recog- 
nised. The  question  now  was,  whether 
the  dangers  of  1814  did  not  at  present 
exist ;  and  if  they  did,  the  alien  bill  ought 
to  be  passed,  to  show  foreisners  that  they 
could  not  with  impunity  foment  discon- 
tents among  the  people  of  this  country 
against  the  established  government. 

Mr.  Baring  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
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over  on  pursuita  entirely 
been  sent  away  mbst  unju 
representation  of  a  foreij 
would  be  &r  more  conve 
cretary  of  state  to  be  abh 
Whitworth  had  done  to  B 
case  of  Peltier,  that  he  h 
other  laws  titan  the  laws 
although  that  was  not  tru 
the  power  of  removal  had  i 
ferred  on  government  b; 
He  should  certainly  vote  i 
duction  of  any  such  billy  \ 
posed. 

Mr.  Addington  stated, 
now  20,000  aliens  in   thi 
added,  that  it  would  be  hi 
till  the  spirit   of  animoa 
country  and    her   institu 
eradicated,   not  to  keep 
those  individuals,  of  their 
of  their  places  of  abode, 
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the  mere  representation 
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Mr.  Lamby  although  he 
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sioned  great  irregularitiei 
had  been  diverted  from 
object  for  the  purpose  of  e 
and    saving    the    trouble 


I  ^%  ^^  ^^  m»  ^ 


INDEX 


TO    VOL.    XXXIIL 


IKDEX  TO  NEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


UU^seAtees,  957. 
Jkrmy  Estimates,  958. 

Bulk  Loan  Bill,  981. 
British  Army  in  France,  978. 
Buonaparte ;  Bill  for  detaining,  101S,  1059. 
Butt,  Mr. ;  his  Petition,  157,  S15. 

Cobourg;  Bill  for  natusalizing  the  Prince  o^ 
591, 607, 6aO. 

East  India  Company's  Accounts,  5S8. 
Economy,  59S,  797. 

French  Contributions,  301. 

Ireland,  State  o^  541, 804. 

Lord  Mayor's  Court,  297. 

Marriage  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales, 
S16,  S56. 

Military;  Unconstitutional  Interference  oL 
950. 


Military  Establishments  of  the  Country,  305, 
514,  797. 

Property  Tax,  1, 118, 157, 254, 301, 514,  5A% 
797. 

Proues,  88, 120. 

Public  Economy,  592, 797. 

Public  Expenditure,  541. 

Quakers'  Petition  against  the  Property  Tax, 
542. 

Reading  Clerk  of  the  House,  598. 
Russian  Loan  in  Ireland,  949« 

Slave  Trade,  522. 
State  of  the  Nation,  14, 158. 
State  of  Ireland,  541, 804. 
Statute  Book,  543. 

Unconstitutional  Interference  of  the  Military 
950. 

Wales,  Princess  Chariotte  of,  216,  2^ 


INDEX  TO  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


Admiralty,  Eslabtisfaments  of  tiie,  474. 
Admiralty,  Salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  they 

m 

Agriculture,  Distressed  State  of,  31.  471, 
529, 663, 685,  1081. 

Alien  Bill,  1229. 

Army  Estimates,  78,   184,  247,  384,  532, 
550,  992, 1157. 

Assessed  Taxes,  1 179. 

A8«dmMis  Transport;  Seizure  of  Goods  on 
board  the,  716. 

Bank  Bestriction  Billi  1054, 1174. 


Bank  of  England,  Motion  respecting^  264. 

Bank  of  England,  Resolutions  respecting  the, 
268,283. 

Bank  Loan  Bill,  720. 

Barrack  Departpeot,  75. 

Board  of  Worki^  985, 1081. 

Bttonapant;  Bill  for  detaiaing,  213. 

Butt,  Mr;  ys  Petition,  69. 

Butter  Thide,  607, 709. 

Cheese  Duties  Bill,  983. 
I  Children  in  Manufietctonoi,  State  of,  884b 


1  N  D 

BtirttSor,  1034,1130. 
igit  uf  the  Plew.  in  Ircknd,  9»9. 
Sbwirg,  Ptince  of;   Bill    lot  iwUiraliiing, 
#08,  603,  665. 

jphrane.  Lord ;  Papers  relatii^  to,  19. 
(Rtingent  Charges  of  the  Treasury,  841. 
[Bvicls  under  Senlcoce,  417,  53(i. 
[{loner's  Bill,  Si4. 
pm  of  ScsBion  in  Scotland,  S3, 
ntoms  anil    Excise;    t^onUnuancc  of  tlif 
,Var  Dulies  of,  Hi. 

II  for  the  Ilegiaiering  of,  1078. 
csacd  StaiG  of  Agncuttiuc,  31, 47 1, 589, 

i,  1081. 

hnleary  Harbour  Bill,  1179. 

MDomj,  682,  939,  1033. 

Danborough,  Lord;    Charges  against,  TOO, 

WOO. 

lOK  ProseculiDnK,  BeuiftbioD  of,  8^^ 

■tuilB  in  Aid,  610. 

tagcd  Notes,  11TB. 
Ccb  ContributionH,  iOiS. 

UlrstoD  Election  Dili,  900,  B87. 

paolvcnt  Debtors,  S87, 4S5,  596. 
reUnd,  State  of,  765,  040. 

ririiElcciions,  aM. 
Irish  Variii-  Ucc  uvtij  Bill,  S75. 
Irish  War  Duy  on  Malt,  531. 

King's  Bench  and  Fleet  Prisons,  Rule:^  of  the, 
1160, 

lascare,  1333. 

LeatherTis,  661. 

Linens,  Transit  Diilics  on  Foreign,  1182. 

Local  Poor  Acts,  BjO. 

Lotteries,  661. 

MahTax,  457,  763,  010,  lO'JO. 

IVIarines  serving  in  Canjda,  II7C. 

Marriage  of  l!ie  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wale 

aS9,  378,  383,  1061. 
Metropolis,  Pavement  of  the,  17, 
Metropolis,  Police  of  the,  888. 

Military  ;  Unconstihitional  Interference  of 

930. 
ftlililarj  Guards,  Motion  respecting)  ail. 


EX. 

Military  EaUbUshnvrats,  S 

Naval  and  Blilitarj  Officere  he 
of  Profit ;  Committee  «i  I 
608.  1164. 

Navy  Estimates    53*,   SOT,  WO,  611, 11 
707.  tOOS,  1150. 

Navy,  Pay  orthe,  114S. 

Navy  Pay  Office,  115». 

Offenders  Transportation  Bill,  dM,W- 
Estimates,  531,  103S. 

Pavement  of  the  Metropobs,  17. 

Pcaic  KstablishiDents,  923. 

Persons  under  Sentence  of  Death,  Hfltia 

Account  of,  417,  S36. 
Petitions  respectiiig  ibe  Property  Tu,  !*.!". 

ISO,  19S,  316,  361,  S91. 
Police  of  the  McUopolis,  888. 
Poor  Acls,  Local,  850. 
Poor  Laws,  II7T. 
Post-Master  General,  717, 
Prisoners  of  War,  Sums  claimed  Iraa  Jm 

on  Account  of,  1 
Proper^  Tas,  24,  72,  120,  195,«B,»fl,lft 

lai,  543. 
Public  Defaulters,  75. 
Public  Eipenditure,MotiaorordMBi 

of  the,  IIM. 

Remission  of  Excise  Proacculions,  tU.    ~ 

Saving  Banks  Bill,  841. 

Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Repain  o^  !«■ 

Scotland,  Court  of  Session  in,  22. 

Secretaries  of  Stale,  507,  803. 

Ship  Timber,  765. 

Shop-Lifting  Bill,  374. 

Silver  Currency,  535,  1148. 

Slave  Trade,  599. 

Sute  of  Ireland,  765,  9iO. 

Third  Secretary  of  State,  597,  89*. 
Thompson,  Sir  Thomas ;    his  Appor">'"' 
133. 

Treasury,  Contingent  Charges  of  the,  !W 

Wales;    Marriage  of  the  Princess  ChJri^ 

of,  'ii9,  373,  389,  1064. 
War  Malt  Ta»,  Discontinuance  of  thr,  4 

763,  910,10^0, 

Wine  Trade,  851, 


INDEX  OF  NAMES— HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


AberdeeOy  Earl  of^  168^  821. 


ithurst.  Earl,   180,  301,   320,  901,   10ia> 
Hj       1018,  1060. 

Bedford,  Duke  of,  1, 14, 158, 192, 373. 

DBlessington,  Earl  of,  179,  180,  822. 

Buckingham,  Marquis  of,  174,  541, 804,  813, 
965,  956. 

I  Bulkeley,  Lord,  957. 

k  CJaemarvon,  Earl  of,  157,  188, 826. 
Cashel,  Archbishop  of,  812. 

3)amley,  Earl  of,  192,  541, 542,  822, 
l>arby,Earlof,  515. 

£gremont.  Earl  of,  2,  521. 
I    £ldoD,  Lord,  see  Lord  Chancellor. 
Essex,  Earl  of,  950,  951^ 

Fortescue,  Earl,  2. 

I     Galloway,  Earl  of,  254. 

Grenvillc,  Lord,  11,  851,  614,  522^  832,  952, 

954,  973,  979,  981. 
Orey,  Earl,  119, 157,  956,  980. 

Harrowby,  Earl  of,  1061. 

Holland,  Lord,  1, 68, 119, 120,  157,  255,  301, 
522,  528,  592,  594,  797,  804, 828,  956,  958, 
978, 1012, 1017,  1062, 1063. 

Kenyon,  Lord,  120. 


King,  Lord,  949. 

Lansdowne,  Marquis  of,  3, 157, 215, 305, 517, 
542,  801,  803,  958,  982. 

Lauderdale,  Earl  of,  519,  592,  593,  594,  958, 
979,  983, 1018,  1061,  1063,  1064. 

Limerick,  Earl  of,  170, 180. 

Liverpool,  Earl  of,  8,  17,  216,  256,  359,  518, 
592, 607,  802,  913,949,  951,  956, 957,  971, 
979,  982. 

Loid  Chancellor  (Eldon),  120, 157,  215,  299, 
542,  543,  593,  954, 1019. 

Lynedock,  193. 

Melville,  Viscount,  118, 119,  5m. 
Montford,  Lord,  254. 
Montrose,  Duke  of,  118, 119. 
Mulgrave,  Earl  of,  542. 

Newcastle,  Duke  of,  373. 

Redeadale,  Lord,  594, 803, 823. 

Rolle,  Lord,  2,  800, 802. 

Rosslyn,  Earl  of,  119,  300, 301, 818,  972,  978. 

Sidmouth,  Viscount,  343, 835, 955. 
Stanhope,  Earl,  297,  800,  542,  543,  819. 
St.  Germain's,  Lord,  828 
Sussex,  Duke  of,  1, 164, 301,  592. 

Wclleslc>',  Marquis,  327, 962,  972. 
Westmoreland,  Earl  of,  191. 


INDEX  OF  NAMES.— HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


Abbot,  Right  Hon.  Charles;  lee  Speaker. 

Abercrombie,  James,  S3,  130,  137,  251,  292, 
392,  456,  595,  596,  939,  1003,  1005,  1072, 
1160. 

Abercrombie,  Robert,  407. 

Acland,  Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  715. 

Addinglon,  John,  Hiley,  594,  595, 891,  904, 
991,  1007,  1232. 

Alexander,  James,  415. 

Althorp,  Lord,  123, 


Atherley,  Arthur,  219,  398. 

Atkins,  John,  412, 1192. 

Attorney  General  (Sir  William  Gai  row>,  ^l.'?, 
292,374,391,419,421. 

Babington,  Thomas,  775. 

Bankes,  Henry,  281,  511,  610,  645, 649,  776, 
909,  985,  1031, 1032,  10^3. 

Barclay,  Charles,  1022. 

Barham,  J.  F.,  602,   698,  766,   785,    925, 
1194, 


I  N  D 

■ing,  Alexander,  39, 66. 13!,  218,  283, 3;a, 
IBl,  3B3,  403,  413,440,  S59.  488,  589,  600, 
•03,604,  606,  614,  615,  656,  710,  731,  760, 
JfS,  788,  784,  T80,  700,  887,  1030,  1139, 
,1149,  1!3I. 

^unt,  Charles  DraggP,  530,  6U,  IM,  760, 
007,038,  1231. 

DBnet,UG.,  35,  131,  ISO,  940,  SG4,  417, 
tM,  66i,  768,  769,  S88,  93r,  9B1,  1000, 
1037,  1045,  1046. 

hresford.  Sir  John,  94, 90,  74!,  786. 
bning.  Lord,  195,  SOB,  403,  «t8. 
hchford,  B.  P.,  797. 
I^e,  v.,  138,  !94. 
Kirae,  Slurges,  31,  708, 
buiii.  Thomas,  363,  459,  670,  947,  1084 
IbOkc,  Charles  lOGi. 

Hugbam,  Hcurv,  SO,  SO,  74,  75,  16,   136, 
'143,  130,  ans,  314,  915,  390,  933,  936,  837, 
IflM,  'Jei,  S83,  Sait,  395,449.  455,  456,  463, 
489,  509,  538,  603,  605,  63  I,  641,  716.  717, 
1*18,730,783,854,935,  1037.  1033,  1033, 
,1065,  1066,  lOer,  1069,  1073,  1084,  lOBli, 
1144,1160,  U75,  1176,1179. 
Hewne,  D.,393 
hjrdgei,  Sir  Egerton,  041. 
bnlclt.  Sir  Francis,  463, 4TA,  1033,  1035. 
trell.  Sir  Chnrles,  984, 986- 
l^fKii,  P.  R.  D.,  397. 

Wvcrt,  Charles,  302,  903,  764,  934,  1091. 

Calcraft,  John,  135,  138,  140,  385,  531,  657, 
665,  993,  984,  1043,  1067,  1069. 

Castlereash,  I^rd,  67,  134,  135,  137,  133, 
143,  150,  ■204,907,313,  914,  ai5,«e3,  S95, 
937,  948,  351,  954,  859,  975,  396,  383,  387, 
388,  389,  404,  418,  449,  459,  460,  479,  536, 

539,  550,  559,  560,  597,  508,  599,  600,  617, 
647,  053,059,  660,718,  719,  733,  787,  H48, 
880,  913,  931,  933,  936,  949,  997,  1003, 
1096,  1099,  1031,  1050,  1057,  1008,  1071, 
107C,  1083,  1119,  1131,  1134,  1139,  1143, 
1178,  1188,  1239. 

Cavendish,  Lord  George,  398,  401,  996,  939, 
1194. 

Chancellor  of  Hie  Exchecjuer  (Right  Hon. 
Nicholas  Vansittart),  33,  94,  97,  03,  75, 
133,  133,  154,  306,  940,  953,  365,  969,  S80, 
283,  378,  390, 191,  440,  457,  459,  463,  535, 

540,  553,  554,  556,  557,  56.S  675,  739,  739, 
763,  764,  770,  785,  844,  846,  873,  933,  986, 
1033,  1038,  1039,  1034,  105.'>,  1057,  1069, 
1078,  1083,  1141,  1194,  1333, 

Clarke,  Sir  George,  199,  131,406. 
Cofhrane,  Lord,  21,  511,  706,708,700,701 

76:;,  763. 
Cocks,  J.,  76. 
Coke,  T.  W.,  MT. 


EX. 

Complon,  Lurd,  470,  9«. 

Courtenay,  Williwa,  80,  886. 

Courlenay,  T.,  384. 

Croker,  John  Wilson,  338,  SM,  ill  -' 
475,  SI2,  683,  591,  601,  «»,«)t,(n*J 
641,649.  6*5,  057,  738,  74D,  7«T«,li' 
T89,  784,  78«,  T90,  793,  794,  Tl^  K 
1079,  1153,  llSfi. 

Curtis,  Sir  William,  407,  435. 

Curwen,  J.  C,  471,  080,  883,eM,9«,)l 
948,  1033,  toes,  108.^,  1177,  int 

Davis,  Hart,  439.  464,  Oet,  S8t,  9ti.      I 

Dickinson.  William,  2e. 

Douglas,  W.,  394. 

Dou^,  F.  S.  N.,  735,  1025,  103CI,  1m; 

DniDunoad,  James,  409. 

Duigenan,  Patrick,  914. 

Dundas,  Charlcfi,  394. 

Diindas,  Williaro,  133,  1067. 

Ellison.  R.,  416. 
Elroley,  Lord,  393,  693. 

Fergu6»n,  Sir  R.,  409,  460, 787,  IIB. 
Finlay,  Kirktnan,  144,    199,  909,  S* 

734,787,884,  886,  1189,  1193. 
Fibgersld,  Vewy,  109,  S37,  83a,  m,  > 

tt96,531,719,  944,  1179,  1183. 
Flood,  Sir  Frederick,  64,  394,  607,111,111 
Foley,  Thomas,  79. 
Folkeslone,  Viscount,  124,  308,  919,!5i 

393,  398,  613,   659,   7S5,  916,  9J;, 

1057,1150,1158. 
Forbes,  Charles,  310,  314,  231,979,  «r 

735,705,767,  780,   783,   796,  1011, 

1147,  1156. 
Foster,  Leslie,  375,  690,  9S9,  940. 
Foulkes,  Sir  Martin,  665. 
Fremaotle,  W.  H.,   142,   253,  381,  W, 

etJ9,  738,  793,  986,  1053. 

Garrow,  Sir  William,  tee  Attorney  Gar. 

Gascoyne,  J.,  999,  lOOO. 

Geary,  Sir  W.,  393, 

Giddy,  Davies,  887, 1047. 

GippB,G.,  758. 

Gooch.T.,  67,  916,  S17,  318,461. 

Gordon, R,  353,  579,  664,714,  886,  U 

Gouldbum,  Henry,  899,  9S9. 

Cower,  Earl,  883. 

Graham,  Sir  James,  473,  540. 

Grant,  A,,  953. 

Grant,  Charles,  junr.,  86. 


p.,  «a,  U%  785,  849, 1056, 1155, 
190, 1196. 

Pascoe,  131,  811,  «64,  «79,  880, 
55,  664^  T21,  T29,  1148,  1174, 

iley,   Hugh,  877,  784,  891,  1133, 

:;.,  547, 1080. 

e,  Sir  GUbert,  183, 385,  397. 

ir  Kobcrt,  395,  543,  850,  858,  1065. 

%  Sir  J.  C,  817, 1007. 

G.  P.,  990. 

3nera],  250. 

dmiral,   737,   766,  778,  779,  781, 

Francis,   1026,    1160,   1174,  1830, 

,  J.  A.,  918, 921. 

I,  H.,  263. 

»•,  iv. 

}xi,  William,  66, 558, 881. 

.,  529,  602,  923,  924,  925. 

ee,  181, 188,  186. 
V\rhit8hed,  439. 


,  W6,  676. 


v.,  1838. 

n,  J.  G.,  188. 

«,  Lord,  399, 401, 463, 665, 

,1066. 

,  Shaw,  544, 987. 

Sir  W.,  1051. 

Frankland,  56, 536, 698. 

rt,  John,  68, 838,  887,  898^  455,  535, 
r07,  990. 

W.,  150. 

'harles,  775. 

gton,  S.  R.,  544, 878,1066, 1067, 1069. 

>n,  Hon.  W.  H.,  387,  398,  662,  6^, 
709,  763,  785, 1077,  1157. 

on,  £.,  883. 

oald,  James,  1806. 

Qg,  William,  788. 

am,  J.,  831,  832,  583, 606,  737,  758, 
781,786,1008,1009. 

\,  Henry,  486. 

I,  J.,  418. 

It,  James,  853,  278,  472,  774,  905, 
1186. 

ew,  Montague,  198,  215. 

b,  William,  883|  730, 731. 


E  X. 

Methuen,  I^ul,  183, 148,  810, 819,  225, 463^ 
476,  655, 663,  693, 883, 1025, 1075. 

Milton,  Lord,  95,  109,  231^  389,  399,  400, 
418,466,930,931. 

Monck,  Sir  Charles,  122, 398. 

Moore,  Peter,  811, 393, 566, 727. 

Mordaunt,  Sir  Charles,  78. 

Morgan,  Sir  Charles,  200. 

Morland,  S.B.,771. 

Neale,  Sir  H.,  392. 

Neville,  R.,  394. 

Newman,  R.  W.,  78,  789, 1054. 

Newport,  Sir  John,  84,  138,  827, 247,  273, 
276,  894,  376,  384,  464,  466,  611,  698, 
711,  780,  788,  754,  76.5,  788,  887,  906, 
940,  946,  1063, 1084, 1129,  1198. 

Nugent,  Lord,  25,  214,  474,  533,  987, 931^ 
937,  1216. 

Onslow,  Mr.  Serjeant,  391, 1078, 1080. 
Owen,  Sir  J.,  922,  984. 


Palmer,  C,  1045, 1058, 1336. 

Palmerston,  Viscount,  108,  134,  141,  847, 
849,  258,  386,  387,  533,  795,  994,  1001^ 
1003,1008,1157,1801. 

Peel,  Sir  Robert,  805,  884, 885. 

Peel,  Robert,  136,  376,  497,  694, 765, 939, 
941,943,1006,1190. 

Pelham,  C.  A.,  397. 

Pellew,  Captain,  616,  777,  779,  781,  786, 
794. 

Plulips,  George^  802, 204. 

Plunkett,  W.  C,  649, 941, 944. 

Pole,  WUliam  WeUesley,  146, 504, 510, 1045, 
1046. 

Pole,  Sir  Charles,  293,  1145,  1148,  1150, 
1151,1160. 

Ponsonby,  George,  136,  137,  825,  841, 
406,  415,  460, 531,  533, 549, 556,  557,  558, 
618,  617,  655,  714,  723,  730,  849, 87^910, 
923,  985,  934,  943,  1004. 

Preston,  R.,  30, 73,  297,  550,  770, 776, 1079. 

Prittie,  F.  A.,  117,  294, 943. 

Protheroe,  Edward,  293,  881,  926. 

Randiffe,  Lord,  121, 122, 189,  107. 

Ridley,  Sir  M.  W.,  841,  847,  848,  949,  389, 
596,  947,  983,  1081, 1076. 

Robinson,  F.,  63,  837,  488,  .589,  608,  613, 
664,  695,  710,  715,775,  984,  1007, 1191. 

Romilly,  Sir  Samuel,  391, 374, 853,  877. 

Rose,  George,  219,  253,  393,  394,  438,  464, 
467,658,  718,732,  768,  770,772,  773,775, 
781,  797,  841,  852, 916,  1054, 1146,  1159. 


Sebright,  Sit  John,  108. 

Sliaqj,  Richard,  467. 

Shaw,  Sir  James,  411,  M9. 

Shepherd,  Sir  Sunuel ;  tee  Solicitoi  General. 

Simeon,  Sir  ibhn,  19,70tl. 

Smilb.  John,  196,  703,  IStB. 


Smith,  C,  S63. 

Smytl),  .Ml.,  564,  908. 

Svlicitor  Geuoml  (Sir  Saniud  Shepherd),  7G1, 

70B,  875. 
Speaker,  The  (Right  Hon.  Chailcs  Abbot), 

393,505,919. 
SOnley,  Lord,  iOI,  SOT,  919. 
Sterling,  Sir  Walter,  SOS. 
Somncr.O.  H.  195, 9e4,  545,  1085. 
9w«»,  UenrjF,  811,  378,  283,  B9T,  5U,  887, 


Tlwrnpsou,  Thomas,  I3l,4M,aG4,  661,  771, 

843. 
Thoniton,  S-,  19a,  873,  975, 479,  3S3. 
Tbomlon,  W.,  19,  aei,  act,  8Br,1l73. 

Tierney,  George,  H,  132,  l.'!5,  VM ,  ISl,  533, 
939,  M30,  270,  280,  aS2,  290,  376,  377,  a80, 
387,330,499,  513,  533,339,  554,555,563, 
567,  589,  597. 596,  618,  614,  615,  647,  659, 


7Sfi,  745,  795,  844,  879,  a9],giT,tl;  t 
995,  1004,   103S,   1030,  10S4,  10JD,'s 
1130,  I13a,  11S6,  1176. 
Tremaync,  J.  I(.,  391,  I<M«,  1173. 

VtQstltarl,    Nicholas,  «e«  Cbuce!i;i  i\ 

Exchequer. 
Verekcr,  C,  117. 
Vernon,  G.  V..  488. 
Vjss,  R.,  123. 

Waldcgrave,  Captaiii,  780. 

Wallace,  Thomas,  384. 

Ward,  ttubcrt,  245.  3ao,  390, 531,  vei,\ 

Warre,  .1.  A.,  a4«,  407,  *38,  99!. 

Waneuilcr,  Sir  George,  9f3,  Wt,47L. 
534,576,605,  614,  617,  658, 137, 719,1 
789,  795,  1H7,,1191. 

Wullesley,  Lung,  473,  10S3. 

WeslenijC.  C,  31,  196,  460^  «7«,  6ii,t 
lOiy,  !081,  IOBj,  1129. 

Wilbcrforce,  William,  99,  4W,  399. 

Wood,  Sir  Mark,  246. 

Wood,  Thomas,  GB,  200,  5«5, 60*,  Sn. 

Worllev,  Stuart,  99,  465,  787. 

Wrotte^ley,  il„  886. 

Wjnn,  SirW.W.,471. 

Wyim,C.  W..  91,  133,  134,  13i,JS;H 
149,  «50,  853,  i(54,  386,  *l9,iU,iil,ii 
689,  SOS,  018,  649,  658,  T83,*rt,«1,« 
038,  1003,  100.^,  1011,  1077. 

Yorke,  Charles,  784. 

Yorke,  Sir  Joseph,  5B1,  734,  753,  I'm 


KND  OF  VOL.  .XXXIM. 


iiiiiiiniiniinniiiiiJiiisfliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiHiiiiniiuiiuitiiiiiiunfliiiiiB 


